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G + PTVIN GEORGE MUNDY, C.B. 

Tl. ’<rert sn*ift, O Mnr!<r, as a roe on the desert t^terribte as a mejieor 
of tire, i ny wrath was as the storm. Thy <word in battle as Ughtning in the 
Held. Many fell by thy arm ; they were consumed in the flames of thy wrath. 
But when tbuu didst return from war, how peaceful was thy brow. Thy face 
was like (he snii after rain ; like the moon in the silence of the night, calm as 
the br. b^ofttj64ake w!icn the loud wind isjiaid."— Ossian. 

P ATRIOTISM, constancy, fortitude, and intrepidity,, are 
the distinguishing traits of the British navy ; qualities inse¬ 
parable from that gallant profession ; but when these qualities acre 
assqpialcd in au indirldual, with the gentlA virt'*''. i>i gcncr^stty 
a:iill humanity,operfect^urbanity of manner', and .lil the mild cour¬ 
tesies and accompBshments of the genllemait, the exhibitiun of soch 
a character becomes almost a public duty.. The f<?ilowiny; sketch, 
tlverrforc, of the life and professional services of a distinguished 
oHicer now living, is presj^nted to the public, in order that, by 
holding ftirtih an example of existing and colcmporary excellence, 
it lay serve as** an honorable beacon to those youths who, on 
et caing their profession^ are iu danger of l>eing wrt i^cd on the 
shoals of error, either Troin the baneful influence of ‘p'rejudicc, 
defective cdpcatktii, br evil example. 

Kti 

Doubtless the most beneficial cirecto result to youth, from record, 
the virtues and heroic deeds of the iihistriotis dead ; but, h is 
ni 'rumetl, the biography'of modern characters, and the illustra- 
i.')n of. tljcir merits, may more immediately^and directly interest 
feuUngs, and influence the moral conduct of man»’ novices in 
.-.cir pfoi'essioii, who ere apt to imaging that it is more (]ih)(lMjt.i;o 
>!■ great aiKrgdo‘5, and to acquire distinction in the pre^e'^; than in 
lormcr timt'l^s ; .than which a erroneous notion .. an^iot exist, 
for they may be assured, tAat there is no period,' anti no situation, 
wherein a steady adherence to the duties of their profession, into. 
grilf cf yrinoiplc, patience in dangers, perseverance indifliculties: 
gu\>d judgment, humanity,'and, above a" a just and honorable 
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conduct towards their brother ^ificerSy will not lead to fair fame 
and honours, and to Unirersal respect and esteem. 

The foliowpig memoirs willTuftlish a striking application to th« 
foregoing remarks. 

Captain Geprge Mnndy is the'third son of Edward Miller 
Mundy, Esq. ^of Siaplcy fli^llf in Derbyshire, one oCjthc repre¬ 
sentatives for that county, and of Frances, daughter of Godfrey 
MeyncII, Esq. of Yeldcrsley, in the same county.* lie was born 
on the 3d March, 1777, and at an early age was sent to Eton 
School, where he remained until the year 178!!, when he was re¬ 
moved to the Royal Naval College at Porlsinonth ; inhere having 
'* completed his studies, he was placed in his MaJe.sfy’s*Trigate tbt* 
Blanche, roinmandcd, by Captani Christopher J’arkcr, father of 
the late Sir Peter Parkerj Bart^* who fopght .so gallantly, and fell , 
so g1ori«nsly in the late war with America. .During the short 
period of his services- under *that excellent officer, Mr. Mundy 
expcricnceiT *thc’most i^jirlvcd* kindness and attention from bim^ 
of which he has ever refined the most grateful rccnllcciion. j 

The Blanche Jiaving sailed for the M'e^t Indies, tniirhed at 
Madeira r and TeucriffiA • Atlhelaltcr place, frcnii long exposure 


to fatigue and net during an evnirslon up tiie counlr\, IMr. Afirndy 
contracted a severe illnes.s, which had increased to such a degree by 
the time the Blanche arrived at Antigua, j; that his captain deemed 


it advisable tq send him back to England without In.^s of time, and / 
the Porscu/ijcing about to sail, he returned home in her. * « 

His native air having re-established his health, he was appointed 
to the Victory, from whence *lic w'as removed isilo the tluno fri¬ 
gate, commanded by Captain •Samuel Hooi!.& It was under that 
inestimable officer, that our youth served, it may be said, the 
api)rentico*hip of his profession ; and singoiax it would Ijavc been, 
if under auspices, of such a commander, he had not'adqnircd 
- ^ -;-*-- • 


• all account of iliis off.cKf's rfeatl'. vol. p. ;iJ4; and fimmn. 

TOl, X)L.siiu p. 57-'. and at v<il. nxxi’Ii, pare 41?, 4:^0, a\i:~s<hnf adniirabli' 
I,ai:n and I.ini-s to lui. Memory, wrj^ltcr h\ lii, Brotlicr-in-law, JVIaMtr 

R. C.Tfalko, son of Sir Georjie Dallas, D'lrt. aced onlv clcvciiAeara. 

t Di£rortnt Viests of the Isliind of Madeira arc gjven in rols. j.x. p. 5|g6; 
9n.n. p. Sl:> i ai’ji x.iviii. p, 61}. 

i«For a VjE'!«'*r>f St. John's Harbour, Ar.lipca, srr N.C. vol. si. p, , 

I'l'fc M.C. sol. ss'ii. p. 1, for » gortfait and iiu.iiioir of .Sir Samuel ffoodjSf'l^ 
favtmilc oi bis'miliii^ bclot<^|»iid after the los'/of Ins atm. J 
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thai Ultimate knowleJgcof his duties, and those,qualitics of intre- 
jddity 'and firmness of mind, which so peculiaiiy marked the cha¬ 
racter of that much lamented officer., 

I Having, cruised some time in the Bay pf Biscay, the Juno joined 
Vice-admiral Lord Hood’s * fleet, which on tfic’hrcaUing out of 
the Frecij!;h revolutionarj- war, proceeded to thtf Mediterranean, 
and she was employed, with sonfc other frigates, to visit the ports 
of Genoa, Leghorn, and Naples,! and togivqconvoy from them 
to Smyrna. 

While in Genoa, the crews of the British ships had a serious 
fracas w'tl^e crew of the French frigate Modesto, who came on 
shore In a state of complete jntoxicafion, having been celebrating 
the horrid tenth of Augiftt, and attacked with their cutlasses the • 
British tars, who, having no other al’ms than boat-hooks and 
stretchers, gave them a sound drubbing, killing two of t&Vm. 

The squadron hating visited Smyrna, and Malta, the Juno 
,wfll detached from the latter placed up the Adriatic to Ancona, 
whfre taking a contoy under her charge, she returned to Malta, 
and on the 3d of‘January, 1704, sailed for Tpul.jo,§ in the har¬ 
bour of which place that memorable incident occurred, in which 
the character of the British seaman for cool intrepidity and daunt¬ 
less bravery shone so conspicuous. For the particulars of this 
gallant affair, the reader is referred to Captain Hood's official h t- 
ter, jl which for manliness and energy of style ca;mot*be surpassed, 
•and which will ever prove a valuable ftcord of Englij-h valour. 


After tire above singular c^scape from Toulon, the jJuho was em¬ 
ployed irf blockading Corsica until the siege of Fiorenzo, when 
•jhe was ordered, in concert with the Fortitude, of 74 guns, to 
attack a martello tower, ? niounliog only iwo guns; on which 
>cca$ion ihey were repulsed with some loss on the part of Ihe^ 
latter shi]). This new and formidable moilfc of defence at once 

r-VouivIiPd^and coufoundi d our naval officers. The conragc*pf our 

* _ _J-U- 


* For lUfiiKiir^f Aduur.il Loid Hoci.!, soe \ii!. ii. p. J ; and at j/gft 4oV u'' 
*"1. XI, will be toiind an cm i iloiuiv I'Upravoo pu.irait of hu i orUsliip. 

•f Siy; N.C. vul. 7 .. p. .'>1. for \ of Maple* Baj and Jlouiil 'Vir.iC.ti; -r.t 
*';ljxxvii. p. 3‘J-i, lor (,'ii \n r of tbc Bay ol Maple s. 

* Ip N.C. vol. VIII. p. lil. IS given a VlLW of Malta. % 

1 ) lide|'il. ii. pp.‘JPr. 401, loi u CiSAm ami of 

^ i'ti'e X.C. vol. . • 

'I i'oi \Jl.v>' of a-Mailejlo 1 jner, slc I'cl. V'. . 
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fars, hoMrcvcr, 'vras only increased by the resistance that was 
made. With incredible labour arfd perseverance they dragged can« 
up the heights whictf commanded the forts and martello tower, 
and St. Fiorenzo surrendered.* In all these operations, Mr. 
bore a constant sh 9 rc. * * 

Soon after this, o«if officer followed Captain Hood into L’Aiglc 
frigate, nhich was actively employed in assisting the besiegers of 
Bastia^ and Calri. In October, 1794, L'Aiglc sailed for Leg. 
horn to reht, an& was employed, during the fen succeeding 
months, in cruising in the Archipelago, and protecting the Smyrna 
convoys. ^ 

• Mr. Muiidy having now eoniplefed the period of Kls scK.-iccs as 
midshipman, quitted his Uravc cairt.iiif wUli unfeigned regret, and 
proceeded to St. Fiorenzo^ where he wa» made. lieutenant by Vice> 
admiral Sir John Jervis, + then commanding the fleet, into the 


St. George Captain Peard, hi!> comuiission bearing date 27th 
January, 179&rr. lu this ship„ which was engaged in the block?.de, 
of Toulon under Sir John Jervis, he continued until the month of 

• f _ 

July following, when he was removed into the liJcnheim, Captain 
Frederick,+ *wliich ship,.soon after this period, accompanied the 
fleet to Corsica, and assisted at the evacuation of that island, la 
the latter end of November, the. fleet sailed to Gibralar, 

In December, the fleet sailed for Lisbon ; and in thi middle of 
January, Sir J. Jervis, having rclitted his fleet, sailed from the 
Tagus, and^arly in February was joined by six ships of, the line 
from Engl^td, a most welcome and seasonable reinforcement, as 


he had receiveiPinformation froai ever) vessel he htid spoken with, 
fur several days past, that the Spanish licet was out, and within a 
'few leagues of him. 

On the morning of the 14(h, the enemy were joyfully descried 
£y the British fleet, aqdsoon after that glorious action commenced, 
which terminated so triumphantly in favor of the latter, vhose 
promjs^tiide of action, skill, and intrepidity unexampled, pre. 
vailed ov8ir a fuc cunfidcut in his strength, and in his immense 


* .See vdl. II. |i ViF.w'of Bustia. * 

f Fur poriiriii .md iiu-iuoir o) Sir Julin Jervis, aflerwarus Earl St, Vincent, tne 
•rcadar is referreu lo vul. iv. p. 1. 

^ .In vol.xsxvti. N.C. p. is a biographical meinoii of Captain, aAut'ltai^s 
"IlCcar.adniral Thotnas Lenux frcderiil. 
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Ruperiority of na^b^s. The Blenheim was ajinongst the ships 
roost W^amly engaged, as her list of killed and wounded sufficiently 
ind^aied ; viz. 12 of the former, an(|[ 45 of the latter. At one 
'period of.the action, she bad a foar.decked enemy’s ship on her 
larboard beam, a three-decker on her larbdafd quarter, and 
another on her larboard bow, with three two-dctAcers a«stem of 
them, constantly firing upon her. 

The British* fleet sailed to Lisbon to refit, when Captain 
Frederick returning to England on his promotion. Lieutenant 
Mtindy was removed into the Victory, in which he served as 
fourth Heufjgnant until the latter end of July, when she was ordered 
home. He was immediately; appointed to the Goliah, Captain 
Foley, and joined her on the night of the bombardment of Cadiz. 
The Goliah composed part of a squadron that was .principally 
employed in blockading that port, which being relieved by the 
squadron under the command of Sir Roger Curtis,* sailed to join 
>Sir*Horatio Nelson’s 4- squadron off Toulon. On their arrival oflf 
this port, they learnt that the grand Egyptian armament, under 
Buonaparte, had sailed from thence a few days befofe. Sir Horatio 
Nelson immediately proceeded in quest of them, and after a pur¬ 
suit of most extraordinary diligence and perseverance, his unwearied 
labours were repaid, on the first of August, by the mostglorious 
and decisive victory that ever was gained by the British navy. J 
So maiiy detailed and accurate accounts have already been pub.^ 
■fished of this action, that it would be superfluous here to;«nfer into 
particulars thereof. Sufliec it to say, that (he G,oliah had the 
distinguished honor to lead into action, which she did in great 
style, and attacked her opponent, Le Conquerant, followed by the 
Zealous, Captain Hood, nlio nobly seconded her, attacking Lc 
Guerricr,* who souu struck her colours. 

At the’awful period of the blowing up of L’Orient, many of 
th8 enemy^bad struck, but the action continued with the remainder 
until three.o’fiock’in* the morning. At daylight thc^gaHant 

• A portrait and memoir of Sir.Roger Curtis will he found in rol. vi. p. S6t. 

+ Sec N. C. vol.in. p. 157, for portrait and biograpliical memoir of Admiral 
Lord Viicouni Nelson. ^ 

t Se’i N.C. vol. i. pp. 4S. 521, for an engraved View of the Action between Ilia 
Freiidi an^ English fleets ih Aboukir Day; agd also oflicial and Other aceonnt' 
rflMiivi' to the action. 
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admiral found in Jiis possession the ■whole of*thc,ships ■^hich lay to 

the northward fOf'L’Oricnt. Le Merciire and L’Heureux being 

observed a-ground, the Gol^h and Theseus were ordered dowjgi to 

engage them, when they sjruck their colours. TheGoUah suflerdd 

' • * * 
much ill killed 'aAd ■wonhded, and was so severely cut up in her 

sails and rigging, that when oldcrcd to assist the Zealous in the 

pursuit 'which she had gallantly ifummenced of the two remaining 

Fronch ships, Le Qenereux, and Guillaume Tell,* *she had not a 

single square sail to set. 

Our readers will pardon us, if in this place we insert ap extract 
from a publication of Mr. Coleridge, thciniimate frj^id of Cap. 
tain Ball, of the Alexander, detailii\g a very interesting incident 
relative to this action ^ 

" In the plan of the battle of the Nile, if'was Sir H. Nelson’s desi}:o, 
that Captains Ball and TroubriHge "t should have led up the attack. The 
latter was stranded ; and the former, by accident of the wind, could not 
bripghis ship into the line^f batdc tdl some time after the eiijia^enient had i 
become general. With his ^haracierisiic foresiKht .ind actitily of (what 
may not be improperly called) practical imagination, li^ had made airangc- 
ments to meet eveTy possible coiitiiigency All the shroutK and sail- of the 
ship not absolutely necessary for its immeditue m luat^emcrit, wtie thos* 
roughly Meticd, and so rolied up, t\mt they were as hard, and as little 
indaniUMble, as so many solid cylinders of wood. Every sjiilor had his 
appropriate place and function, and a certain numher were appoint«i ns tho 
hremeti, whose sole duty it was to be on the watch if any part of the vessej 
sbmild.iakc fin, and to these . len i xclnsively the charge of extinguishing it* 
was committed. It was already dark when he brought h;s ship into action, 
and laid her alongside L'Onent. • 

•' One particular only I shall add to the known account of the memomWe 
fiigagemciit between these two ships, and this I received from Sir Alexander 
Ball himself. He had jHeviously made a couibtistible preparation, but 
which, from the nature of the engagement to be expected, he hatl^purposed 
to reserve for the last ernergency ; but just at the time when, from'^everal 
symptoms, he had every reason to believe that the enemy fcould soo i 
strikerCo him, one of the iieufeiuints, without his knowledge,^hrew in the 
combustilite matter, and this it was that occasioned the tremendous explo. 
sion of that vessel, which, w ith the deep yiciice and interruption of dm 

_ m ^ _ 

* Soe vol. IV. |). for an engraved Plate n presenFing Le GuilJauae Teli, 
ep the n>urniiig\>f her capture, iii her escape Irom Malta. 

For biographical uemoir aud^portrait of Admiral Sir'J'homas Trojbriii|Jc, 
Bart, see vol, xxiii.^p, l j a:id Addenda lo the ujenioir, vol. xxxvin. p.356. 
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evgAgement that succeed^ to it, has been justly deemed the sublituest waf 
incident .recorded in history. Yet the incident which followed, and which 
has not, I believe, been publicly nnAde known, is scarcely less impressive^ . 
jhoujkh its sublimity is of a difierent description. At the renewal of the 
)i:Atlq, Captain Bdll, though his ship was then, on fire in three diSerent 
places, laid her alongside a French eighty>four, and a second longer 
obstinate cointest began. The firing otf the part of ^e Ftbnch ship having 
at length for some time slackened, and then altogether ceased, and yet no 
sign given of surrender, the senior lieutenant came to Captain Ball, and 
informed him that the liearts of his men were as good as ever, but that they 
were so completely exhausted, that they were scarcely capable of lifting an 
arm. Ilenskcd ihcrcfirc whether, as the enemy had ceased firing, the 
men miglj^ be«perniitted to lie down by their guns for a short time. After 
^ some reflexion. Captain Ball acceded ,(0 the proposal, taking of course the 
proper precautions to rouse them again at the moment he thought requisite. 

T Accordingly, with the exception of himself, his officers, and the appointed 
watch, the ship’s crew lay down, each in the place to which he was sta¬ 
tioned, and slept there twenty minutes. They were then, roused, and 
started up (as Captain Bali expresses it) more like men out of an ambush 
than from sleep, so coinstnntancously did ihpy ail obey the sniiimons. 
Tiiev recommenced tiitir fire, and in a Jew minutes tlie cnemv surren* 
dcred ; and it was soon after discovered, that during that interval, and 
almost immediately after the French ^hip hud first cea<icd firing, licr crew 
had sunk down by their guns, and ilieiiisl<'pt, almost by the .side, us it were, 
of thjir sleeping enemy.” 

To return to our narrative :—The admiral having sailed with 
/•part of his fleet to Naples, left fhc Coliah, and two olher ships of 
fta lint', in the Bay of AbouUir, where their boats were employed 
in many active services agatnst the armed vessels of the enemy, and 
in anuoying his detachments ])ro(‘;cding to Alc.^andria. The 
((oliah soon after joined the admiral at Naples, and proceeded 
early in October to Malta, and commenced, ■’in conjunction with 
• some othci*ships of the line, under the command of Captain Ball, 
the blockade of that island. The Isle of Goza soon surrendered, 
biif ^laltasdid not capitulate till after a hjockado of two years ; it 
was starved hitu S surrender. 

The Goliah had not been on this station more than two months, 
when Lieutenant Mundy received the gratifying intelligence that 
. he had been appointed by T4ord St. Vincent to the command of the 
Transfer brig, of 14 gnus, which he joined in the month of 
Febrilary, 1799, olf Cadiz, nhich AVjfs at that period blockaded 



NAVAL BIOGRAPHY. 


$ 

by the fleet under the command pf Lord Keitht Daring the whole 
time he commanded this >mall Vessel, Captain Mandy was con- 
**ftaatly engaged in operhtions of*no small hazard and diflicnlty ; 
tills doty falling very heavy on him, on account of the great wi^ni 
of frigates and small craTt’in the British fleet. Early in Marcli the 
Transfer sailed, under the orders of the Majestic, to cruise on the 
coast of Spain, between Malaga and Cape de Gatte. A few days 
after they fell in ^with a polacca French privatedr, of the same 
force as the Transfer, and chasc^d her into a small bay near the 
town of Salurna. Here she sheltered herself under a small circular 
fort of three long twenty.four pounders. The boats of tfie Majes* 
tic were sent iu to destroy her, but were soon repulsed by the 
fort. The next morning the Transfer was signalled to cover the * 
boats in the attack. Captain Mundy lost no time in fulfilling his , 
d'ders, made sail into the bay, and notwithstanding the great 
disparity of force, anchored with a spring on his cable B.breast of 
the fort. The boats boarded and set fire to the brig, forlnndtelji; 
without meeting the smallest resistance, the fort only firing one 

gm over the Transfer. ^ 

• * 

The Transfer rejoined the fleet ofl" Cadiz " at the end of April, 
almost immediately after which, intelligence was received that Ae 
French fleet, of nineteen sail of the line, and several frigates, were 
close at hand, steering for Cadiz. Captain Mundy was ordered to 
look out to the westward, while the fled got under weigh. The*, 
next morning the weather was thick and foggy, and when 'f 
cleared, the Transfer found herself within two miles of two 
French frigates, by whom she was nearly captured, the whole 
of the enemy’s fleet appeared soon after. J^ord Keith + imme¬ 
diately endeavoured to close with them, notwilhstanding he found 
himself placed between two hostile fleets, superior ih number. 
FoMhree days, ho^fever, his attempts were baflied by'rdntinuai 
;^e3 6f wind, his ships frequently drifting vi-ry close td*the shore. 
AtMcn^th the enemy was seen going round IWalgar into the 
Straights, when the Transfer was despatched with the information 
to Lord St. Vincent, at Gibraltar. The fleet followed soon after. 


* A View of Cadiz from the soutinvurd is given in vet. xxiii. p. 43. t • 
t See N.C. vol. X. j). 1, for pofiiait and ineiuoir of Admiral Lord Keith. 
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tfy* Sho sailed Spithcad in Jnlf, 1803, and continned oa 
that anxious andlTatiguing service until the summer of 1804) during 
which period Captain Mundy, Ixy^his Tigilaace and activity) sac>* 
cce^cd in captaring throe armed vcssfcls of the cneinyf and in 
harassing and interrupting his various convoys. In the course of 
the winter,* the Hydra was several times in imminent danger of 
shipwreck, the service he was upon requiring Inm to keep very 
close in with the shore, and the navigation on that coast being 
intricate, and dangerous in rough weather. 

Early in August, Captain Mundy sailed with convoy (o Malta, 
and joined Lord Nelson’s fleet off St. Sebastian,on the coast of 
Spain, about the middle of October, ; soon after which, he 
*was ordered oiT^oulon, to watch rite French fleet, under the orders 
of the Hon. Captain Cape), of the l^ieehe. From that period 
Wits employed in a variety of services under Lord Nelson, until 
tHc bcgiriBing of April, 1803^ when, in consequence of intelli¬ 
gence arriving of the escape of thc,Frcnch*fleet from Toultfa, 
he received the following order from his Lordship, a Jac-simile of 
whose signature we here present to the reader:— 

^ • 

sin, Vklory, April 6th, J805. 

I’rocc't'd as cxperlitiously as possible along the coast of S.irdinia, and off 
the Maihilena T*=lnni1s, but do not go into the harbour, or anchor; and 
send your boat on shore *o the town ofMadulcna, to enquire if the gover¬ 
nor Itas seen or beard of the French fleet’s having passed the Streights of 
l>onafacio; you will* then join me oft PHlcrnio, wliicli is my next ren¬ 
dezvous, • ^ 

^tfier leaving S.irdiiiia, should you seq the Term;/ "at or Ciniders, you 
will direct tlieni to join me; ns rlils is a service of great importance, I rely 
upon your exeitions to exeeutc it. 

1 am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Captain Mmndyf U. M.% llpdra. 

-Not having been able to ^bl^in any information of the enemy’s^ 
6ect, Captain Mundy rejoined J.rf)rd Nelson, who having at length* 

. i " 

•See vSl.jxs.* p, 416, N.C. for Vilw of St.Sebastian ; and fot, Chart aud 
Map of the same place, voU, xxi. p. 4i^6; aud^xin. p.475. 
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obtained intelligence that, in conjunction with (he Spanish tlect, it 
had passed the Streights, immediately sailed in quest of it, IcaTiiig 
• Ihe Hydra tinder the* orders'of'Vice-admiral Collingwood, who 
])rococd€d tT> blockade Ca^r. harbour. On this duty he remained 
until the return of Lord-Nelson’s fleet in October, when Admiral 
Collingwood took occasion to express himself thus haiftlsomely of 
Captain Mundy, in a letter to the gallant admiral :—•** I am 
extremely well pleased with Captain Mundy. llis rigilancc and 
activity arc exemplary.* Those opiy who know how to appreciate 
fair fame acquired by zealous and meritorious conduct, can estimate 
the value of the ‘ Laudari a laudato efro.’ ” This cheering and 
animating feeling, oftcntimis the only solace of the brave man, 
“ wie/if conscia rccti\" iias for the most pari been the only 
Tccompeiicc of the subject o& the present memoir, through a long, 
and anxious series of services. Never having propitiated (he blind 
and partial^goddoss, she never threw into his pencr the trade of 
his country’s foes, whose caiiturc has enriched and rendered indc« 
pandent so-many of his brave associates in arms, llis has been a 
life of watching, fatigue, and persevering zeal; and if ever be suc¬ 
ceeded in capturing an enemy', it was an enemy with arms in bis 
bands. To a mind animated nith such feelings as his, what nftist 
have been his mortification, to be detached but a very few days 
previous to the ever-inemorablc action oif Trafalgar, from his sta¬ 
tion oft' Cadiz (where he was watching, undef the orders of Cap. 
tain Blackwood, the enemy’s combined lleet), to Tetuan and 

f* 

Gibraltar, to procure stores, water, and provisions, by which 
circuinsfance he was prevented being a partaker of the immortal 
glories of that day, that decisive day, which turned the destinies 
of Europe, gave a death blow to Buonaparte’s favorite scheme, 
gnd ardent hopes of oblaiuing the empire of the seas, and when the 
sun of Gallia’s naval glory set, perhaps, forever. 

Captain Mundy was now directed by Vice-admiral Lord Col- 
Tingwoud t fq cruise oiFlhe Spanish epast; and uccived a special 
order from him to take his station qil' Cadiz light-house, for the . 
> purp'>se of closely blockading that pvt having the Moselle under 
his orders; in the execution of which duU* his vigilance was.saoil 

* T'lrfc CliirLc’!* Lite of Nelson, page . • • 

t A portrait and biogrupliical yiciuoir oi Vicc-adiniral Lord*Culliiigwoudf' will 
be found, vol, xv. p. 1^53. 
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-rewarded by the capture of a fine ii\an of war brig, which he took 
in face of her consorts, a squadron of frigate, which were in the 
night obserred by him^making tii^ir‘escape from that barbouT< • 

The following is a copy of his official letter on the sub/ect 

MY LOKD, H.M.S. ffydra, at “Sea, February 27th, 1806. 

I have tl»e honor to represent, that at lialF'past 9 P.M* last evening, 
Cadiz light'house bearing east three miles, and standing in-shore with a 
strong easterly wind, we discovered the enemy’s squadiAm of frigates 
already outside of us, tiie Mozelle making the signal fwr them at the same 
moment. I instantly horc up, intending to steer on a parallel with the 
enemy, in order to watcli their movements. We had the satisfaction to 
find that we gained upon tliem. At eleven, seeing they steered a steady 
course, I commenced firing alarm gtins,^and throwing up rockets, and 

• ordered Captain Carden, vvl^sc attqfitiun t.nd assistance has been very 
great during the short time kc has been under ray command, to stfer 

• W. by N. in order to give your I.ordship<he intelligence. At two I found 
we had closed tj|^ squadron ennsidernhiy, in consequence of their having 
altered their course one point to Vlm westward ; and on observing one of 
them to be much a-stern of the rest, I thought it very possible to cut her 
oif; therefore hauled up, and after n cliasc of J:wn hours, succeeded Jn 
coming isp with her, she firing her broacNidc at our rigging, and surren¬ 
dered. I find her to he La I'urct, French man of war brig, commanded by 
Monsieur Demay, lieutenant de ^'aisscau, raountiijg *ciglMeen long niiie- 
pQlpndcrs, with a coinplcment of one hundred and thirty-two meh, only 
four years old, and of the largest dimctisiuns, stored and lictualled for five 
mouths, of all species. The remaining part of the squadron, at the lime 
we chased the above vessel, bore about S.K. by S. by compass, 40 miles 
from Cape St. Mary, and weic steering W.N.W. 

From the prisoners, we learn that the squadron consisted of L’llorteiisc, 
La Tliemis, La Rliiii, and L’Herinione frigates, anckLc Furet, captured hy 
Ills Majesty’s, ship Hydra. TItu frigates arc provisioned and stored for six 
months, and ha\e each seven hundred men on board, the greater part 
soldiers. «1 have tlie honor to be, &c. 


The Hon Land Cal- 
lin^ivooi, Cojumandei^ 
m-chicj', IfK. ^ 

In (be end of March, (be Hydra sailed with her prize tu 
Gibraltar to refit, and havfng soon after quitted that port, fell inf 
with^ and cajitured, after a chase of two hundred and thirty miles, 
the Ar^onauta Spanish* schooner. She was a very fine vessel, and ^ 
was proceeding to Buenos Ayres wi^h despatches. In June folt. 
lowing the Hydra was despatched to Sicily with a convoy of trans- 
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portS) having on board a brigade of infantry^ under the command 
of the Hon- Brigadier^gencral Meade. 

o In SeptcTK^ber she sailed for-AigJcrs, urith the British Consul- 
general ;«an;l in November rejoined Lord Collingwood. No p^r- 
ticnlar event occurred until the month of April, 1807, when Cap. 
tain Mundy was directed to reconnoitre Malaga. Proceeding thi- 
ther, he fell in with a division of Spanish gnn.boats, which ho 
immediately attacked and dispersed, taking one, and driving 
another on shore.' The enemy lost ati officer and fifty men. On 
the 16th of May he captured tbc Tigrc Spanish schooner, letter of 
marque; and in the beginning of August following, while cruising 
off the coast of Catalonia, b^tchaseil three armed pulaccas into the 
harbour of Begn, all of which w-cre captured, after a most gallant 
conflict, the boats of the il^dra landing, and taking possession of 
the fort, mounting four twenfy-six pounders. For this dashing 
enterprise, the Committee for the Patriotic Fund presented Cap¬ 
tain Mundy with a sword, vplue one hundred guineas. 

We cannot withhold from our readers Captain Mnndy’s interest¬ 
ing report of the action to Vice-admiral Lord Colliiigwocd, with 
his Lordship’s reply, together with Eicar-admiral Purvis’s letter, 
expressive of the approbation of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, who, very much to their credit, immediately made 
Lieutenant Drury a commander, for his gallant conduct on tlie 
occasion. 

MY LORO, JT.Jli.S. TJt/dra, at Sea, ^Ih August, 1807. 

I have the honor to relate, that 1 chased three armed pulaccas into the 
harbour of Jlegti, on the coast of Catalonia, late last night, and having re¬ 
connoitred this morning, deemed an attempt on them pructictible, although 
under the close protection of a battery and tower. 

At fifty minutes after noon the sliip was anchored, with springs on the 
cables, at the entrance of the port, and began the attack. A smart <ire 
was rctnrncil by ‘he enemy, which however considerably slackened, after 
somewhat more than on hour’s action ; on perceivin^^ which, 1 ordered a 
party of 50 se'imen and mi^rines, undtr the command of ihe second 
lieutenant, Mr. Drury, with Licutemints Hayes and Peagelly, of the ma¬ 
rines, Mr. Finhiisuii, midshipimtn, Mr. (/oddard (clerk), volunteer, ami 
^Alr. Bnyiey, asbi^tant-surgeon, to land on^tlie dank of the enemy, and 
drive them from tlieir guns, keeping up n heiivy.tire from the Hydr:. to 
cover the boats. Notwiibstiuidmg our endeavours to draw the particular 
« attention of tlic battery, the detachment were sbon exposed to a cross dis¬ 
charge of langrtige from the s4i|>p>ng aud fort, as well «s musketry from 
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tiie rocks. UnsbakCD,. however, they advanced ; and Laving mounted the 
cliff, which was diost difficult of access, they attacked the fort with such 
intrepidity, that the enejny did not tjj^iuK proper,tu await their closing, but 
spiking the guns, rushed out on the one s^de as our brave i^llows entered 
at^the other. The battery contained four twenty-six pounders. Tliis gal¬ 
lant achievement gave roe an opportunity of employing the broadside solely 
on the vessels, from which a constant fire was still kept on oOr people on 
shore. On gaining the guns, Mr. Drury advanced wTth the seamen and a 
few marines to the town, leaving Mr. Hayes and his party^tn retain them, 
and to occupy the heights that commanded the deck; of the vessels, and 
from which he could annoy the enemy, who were in great numbers on the 
opposite side of the harbour, which is extremely narrow. As soon as the 
town was cleared of the Fiiemy, the crews abandoned their vc‘>sels, but 
formed in groups of musketry among the rocks and hushes, tiring on tiie , 
seamen who had now seized the Vioats on tlic bcacli, and were boarding ibe 
* polaccas, while ciiiother party ^f the*enemy had gained a height above the 
marines, and kept them continually engj^ged, notwithstaurling some guns 
*were kept playing on them from the Hydra. 

• At half-past Arcc, observing Mr. Drury in full possession of the vessels, 

I sent the rest of the boats underiLieutenant Little, to assist in towing them 
out; and at four had the satisfaction of st>eing them rounding the point, 
when the marines re-embarked, under a heavy discharge of musketry, the 
coemy having collected their whole force to harass their retreat. 

When I review the circumstances attending embarkation of this 
handful of men, and reflect on the many difficulties they had to surmount 
in *an attack on a fort strongly defended by nature as well as art, then 
opposed to more than tliree times their owm force for two hours, succeeding 
in possessing themselves of the vessels, and deliberately laying out 
hawsers to the very rucks that were occupied by the enemy, and warping 
'them out against a|Tresh breeze exposed to a galling (ire of musketry. 

I feel perfectly incapable of writing a panegyric ^qiial to their merits, 
but it has not required this exploit to stamp these ofliceis with the charac¬ 
ter uf cool judgment and determined bravery. During the term of four 
years, I have witnessed frejjuent instances of the gallantry of Lieutenants 
Drury and Hayes, and Lieutenant Peiigclly (though nut of so long a stand¬ 
ing in the Hydra), has ever been a volunteer on such services. T have also 
the.greatest pleasure in adding, that the ahove-iiientioncd officei's speak in 
enthusiastic terms of the behaviour uf all employed under Aheiu. To your 
Lordship’s notice and*protection, therefore, I beg most stioiigly to recom¬ 
mend them.* . • 

• . • ... * 

1 .farther lake the liberty of soliciting your l.ordship '3 interest with 
the Lord^ Commissioners uf die Admiralty, in favour uf the promotion of 
LieiiteiiHiic Drury, of whose zfral and abilities as an officer I bare the ' 
higlicst opinion. • 

■ The Jconduct of the rest of the officers and ship’s cotnpuny fully equalled 
my ’utmost wishps; to the tremendous fire tiiey kepi up 1 attribute the 
siualluess of our loss ami damage, yainely, one killed, and two wounded 
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on board, and four wounded of thp detachment* The fora and miien-lop- 
masts, and fore-top-sad yard shot through, a few Shot in the hull, and the 
. rigging triflingly cut, is 9 II the dajinage. 

To Mr. ^ 1 ‘Kenzie, the firgt lieutenant, who has served with me the 
whole of the war, I feel much indebted, for his assistance in this letter 
enterprise. 

A tiesetipliou of the captured vessels, and the names of the killed and 
wounded, I enclosle for your Lordship’s information ; and have the satis¬ 
faction to staff, that the Prince Eugene privateer was coininandetl by the 
famous Bevastro, ^ho has long been tlie terror of our privateers, and very 
destructive to oiir trade. 'J'he Caroline was coiinniiaded by his brother, 
and both vessels were returning to Marseilles. 

1 have tlic honor to be, my Lord, &c. 

Hight Hon. Lord Colliiigu c. tAtandy. 

A Idst of Vessels captured Ij H.M.S, Hjfdra, Aupusl 7 <A, 1807. 


Remarks. 


Duio __14. 

Ditto .... 10. 


Names, 

Description. 

f 

i :=! 
1 'li 

l*rince Eugene 

Ship. 

1:50 lltJ 

Belle Caroline 

Brig. 

40 {10 

Hosurio 

Brig. 

' t;o 1 ‘1 

1 1 1 


JliYuon, ojfSicUi/, I'Mh Octoher 1807. 

I received with infinite satisfaction your Iciter of llic 7tli of August, 
relating vour proceedings on that day, when yon attnckcil and captured 
lliree uf the enemy’s anned ships 1:1 the Ihirt. of ttctrii, where they were 
securely moored in a iiannw iiarhonr, and deleiided h) a liatterv of con- 
siderahle force. 'I'lic L'aliantiv with whith tins semee was achieved in all 
its parts, both on board the JJy i'a, and I)’, li.e party wl,ii,li landed under 
Lieutenant Drury’s coiiimaiid, was viorthy ot ihe judicious arrangement 
wliicli was made at the coiniiKiiicmint, and util douhiiess he as highIv 
satisfactory to tlic I.ords Coimiiis'ioncrs uf tliu Admit ally, us it is gratifying 
to me to lay the high inn its o( the ofliccrs and ship’s company of tlic 
Hydra before their Loniships. • 

lam, Siij with great estenn, * 

Your ohcdicnt humble Seivaiit, •• 



Captain Mund;y, Hudra. 
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Sin, • Atfa^, off’Cadiz, liOlh Oclohr, 180f. 

jflai’iiis transmitted to iny Lords Cotninissioner''/)!'the Admiralty a copy 
of your letter to Lord ('( 41 iiiji'vood, .dntod 7th of Au'^iist hj^t, giving l.U 
Lordship an accuiuil of the very gallant attach made hy yon tjie <liiy hcl'oie 
in Ills Majesty’s ship Hydra, on three of the enemy’s privateers, which had 
been chased into the Spanish port of I>egn, and by a party ot the seamen 
and marines*niitler the dllcctioii of Lieutenant Diiny, nho after having 
gamed posse.ssioii of the hatiery which defended the fiarliuitr, and driven 
iht eiicany from the town, siirrecdod in capturing and hriUcing away the 
aho\e privateers, with a trifling loss on the part of <tlic captors, 1 have 
their J.ordships’ diiectioiis to esjire^ to you their satisliu tion at the success¬ 
ful manner in which this ciiterpii'ing atteiiipt has hc-in |)l'imied and 
excrnlod ; and iludr h’gli i>pproljaliiiii of the gnod conduct tind g.ill.intry 
displayed hy you and the olilceis mid men of the IJyiiia, and pariicnlarly 
^by L'enteiiant Drury, and ..he ollier^oilleers, sr aincn, and iiiaimcs, who 
were engaged witfi him on this 014« asion, to all of wlioiu yon will he pleased 
to make known ihctr Lordships’ high appivlialioii. 


Cuplaiii MtDiih, llpdra. 


I have the lioiior to he, L*vt. 



Capt-iin IMiindy coiiliiuied io cniisc oil' Hie S^ianish coast, and 
remained on llli^ scrticc iiiilil (lie‘i7Hi of FcBriiaiy, when 

having been stationed oil’ (.'.iilli.igmi.i (o walch (he cicniy’s 
stpiadroii, trhicli, i< was ajijirclieiidcd, would make an aMcriipt to 
form a jiiiu'tioii with the combined Heels in Cadiz, lie (iescsied at 
Sjin-riso on that day !>i\ships of tlic litic sliinding out of Hie harbour. 
Aware of Hie ini|)(A'taiicc of ascei taiiiiiig Hie enemy’s desiinafloii) 
he diligeiiHy followed Hieir iiiovenicii's, and alHioiu'li from foggy 
and blowing weather, and oHior iinloward circiimsiancc:., he fre- 
ijiienth lost siglil of Hienf, yet by dint of perseverance and good 
judgment, he .siiocceded in dogging tliein into I'alimi Iny, in the 
islaiyi of .Majorca, on the lI.'Hi, fro.n whence, iMving watched 
their movements uiiHl tlic ‘ioHi, and not j.'crceived afiy disposition 
on their p;nil to slip, ho sailed for Cubr.iii.ir to complete his ship, 
■whie’n was ii^walit of fiftl, ami to repair. 

The Hydra, however, from flie cirtiimsianoes of her ii.iviii'; ta'en 
SO long a float, had by tliis Aiinc become scareely sea-w ortii',, so 
that a.temporary rcpair'bciiig eoiisidered iiisuflicieiit, l.«ord Col- 
' lingwobd found it evpedismt to send her home, and i hc arrived in 
Eiiglhnd fli Ihe^niddlc of July, with a^oonyoy of upwards of one 


tCfjron. Vol. XXXIX. 


u 
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hundred vessels under her protection, and bripgiug home Major* 
general Sir Charles Gheen from Malta. , 

The Il^dra having undergone a complete repair, Captain Mundy 
sailed again in the month of Novetnbor, with convoy for the 
Mediterranean ; and .soon after liis arrival there, he wjs appointed 
by Lord Collingwood to a servire of great importance and diffi¬ 
culty, in whkh, during the long iH'riod of its continuance, he dis¬ 
played Ins accustomed /eal and intelligence. 

lieing despatched uitli the Leonidas, and .some smaller armed 
TC.SseIs iinJer his orders, to the eoa.^f of Catalonia, for the finrposc 
of assisting, and giving connlcnancc to the .'s|)aniunls, who had 
manifested much conragc and resistance to the French forces in 
that province, Captain Mmid> coir.mciieed his operations by 
attacking and intercepting the enemy’s convoys and detachments 
passing from theeuitnurd to liarcelotia. The folio ring is his first 

^ t 

report to J.iOrd Col ling wood :— 

MV T')i;i), '■ Ht/<hti, h! mnhui ^tnsnan, Feb. 1 , 1809 . 

jf\cci)rdiii4 w till tlie orfler-. of \’iee iiiliiiiral riioniltorougli, I li.nvesent the 
Cvaiic tu jMiiiore:), to receive smy ni'ttrnction.s or ordeis tliat may be there 
forme; mot I lake tiie oeca:>ioii to lepresenl to your f/>rrNhip, that on 
recciviitg loioruei'iioi on ttie Sotli iii'.t. that the Freocli troops iiiider the 
Oovenior of t loon, tieiieral la-eelii, had liikeii possession of iVIataru 
but two days t)cfnr«', I iiiniiediately shaped a course for tlint place ; but 
ol)...frvin2 a party ot I'n-iK h electing a tialtery tni Alonijat, I aiipliored the 
ship'-, and (IrotL tlieiii from tliiir wmk; .'iiid tiiiihirg that tlie station was 
extrenic'ly eligilde in point of prcvc-ritrng tlie plunder itiid nmiiiii.iitioii of the 
army from geltm:: to Ihncelona, ns we completely (orninandi d ihc beach 
over which all cariiages must pass, as well as the In idge of Mi)ii.irit, 1 deter¬ 
mined to retain the aiiclioragc, more especially as it appeared lo give spirit 
and encouragement to tiie Smiolmes, an ainitd peasantry, who arc iii con¬ 
siderable numtiers on the hilLs, and had already began lo liain''S tlie 
enemy, wind) weie hy us forceii to take a route more inland. 

On the first «>f the nioiith, (jeiicrat ]iit,dii, with several hundred infentry 
and cai alry, made an attempt to get along the hcacli; but our fire turned 
him up the romitry, where he met with so warm a leccption, that he got 
with great diriicidty to Harcelona.v The same evening I rce^fved infonna* 
tinn that forly waggons, laden with the plunder of the King's store at 
«.]V]ntari>, coiiiaming Hour, com, &e. iStc. .wire to pass doring the night 
along the beach, under a strong escort, i lli(;rt;fore sent the boats of the 
llydra, under I he first lieutenant, Mr. Hawkins,* to lay on the bench 

, --- 1 --!- 

* Tills giilliiiit iilficer was aiicrwards li^^l lirate-naiit nf the fllidyiiiido, and tost 
hU life in a dariug attack ou a piivatvcr uif the coast of Anicrica, in the bouts of 
that ship. 
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•ictwcen the villnges o/.Masnan and Premia, to look out for them, those of 
the Leonidas hemg Ih the westward* of Monpajj to prevent artillery or 
cavalry from passing inan Barcehma. , aboyt f) P.M. the cavalry aniji 
waggons were heard, anri the boats had good fortune to get within 
twbtity yards of them heforc tliey were discovered ; and having given them 
several ruiiiuls of carroiiadis, the people iaiHied, drove the escort, con¬ 
sisting of nonr two liiiiidred nien, and seized some waggons laden with flour, 
killed two enirasseurs and their horses, and wouiidctf forty men, and all 
the draught Itoises, I am happy to state, without loss or h^rt on our side. 
The rest of ihc waggons returned to Mataro. livery yight since the boats 
have been in the‘'aine station, under the diicclion of Mr. Hawkins, and 
have caeh iiiglit Liiled some of liie patrolles, gciiLrally cavalry. The 
enemy liave likewi.,e )o-.t i. great number of men by the pcnsanti'y since we 
have been at tlie anclioiago. 

, 1 Cidculute It at 'gi>0 m .died, prisoners, wounded, and desertorc, and 

2U lioises ; aiul*liuil I bad at kr!>t a disposaliie foice ol foe Imudrod men, 
^ with tlic assi'itiinec of the Simoiines, 1 ^m sure we should li.ive lucreascd 
the enemy’s loss to fi\e times ilie nimd cr. Tlie Orrinaii and Itali.in troops 
*desert hoiiiiv ;^ii;d il is evideia (li.il the l-Veiich army in lli|s rpiartcr are 
much in want of provisions, whu li has iiidiiced tlieir general to attack 
Mataro, in order to |irutide Ins iioops uTih biead. IJoaeicr, if the wea¬ 
ther coiitjmies moderate, T tiiist we shall be able to pit vent hi« getting 
inucli of the plunder to B.irceiouii. t’.iptaiu .Sfaviies ha- lieeii employed iii 
embarking, and coiitoyiug the aitiliery of the \lai(j\iis tie J.agoses’ army 
from Si. l'’iioii to Jairagmia. By the desoitcrs we leain fli.u <>eiicr.ll 
Lecciii certainly iiiUMids to etacuaic .M.itaro, as soon as he can gut the 
plunder from it. 

I have written the Captniii generai, Beding, a st.iliinciit of the business, 
(|f winch I am surprised to fmn he |s enliielv ignorant. 

i I hate the honor to he, i’kc. 


Vicr-^ri'lniirnl Zjnrti 

« 

In all his succtieding roporls, (lapt.iin Miintly hnri* ample tosli- 
mony to (he noble ai)<bt'.<illiiiit opirit of <l>e Siinnt ne>«, wlioui he had 

constaiidv supplied with siuh arms and ainnuiiiitiun as he could 

• * • 

obtain for tlioni, wliicli wii^ (lie means of prolonging that obstinate* 
rcsistiiiire whieb was in.it!-’ by Ihe irregulars of the province ; and 
as ll(5 conceived lli.it l|;ie S|;ani.sli aiilliorities did not do suilicicnt 
justice fb the *cxcriiniis made by that spirited iieople, his huiuauity* 




20 


KAVAL RlOCXtAPUY. 


vuiseverat work to advocate their cause, as'.M’ilJ. ai)pear‘by quo 

of the following Icttcls addressed to the JuiU'?, of Mataro 

' < • • ' 

<■ Hii Brilaunic Mnjesiys S/iih the flt/dni, al ant^tor 

rxcEi.Li.xT SIRS, ’ off March 'iiith, laog. 

T have (lie honor lu send such aininunition ns can he sparerl froin hi^ 
klnje3t)''s sliip iind^r rny command, and ivish it was iiiute cc|iiul to tho 
ginteful sci\ice it will be cinpluyed upon, that of liaiassiiig the incendiary 
kecchi,* on his return from Spain, in wliicli, 1 trust, the province of Cata* 
Ionia will shew th&insclves worthy of being allied in the great and just ,, 
cause wall the heroes of Saragossa.—Ot'iult'ir.cn of the Junta, I call iifioii^^ 
you, in the name of my country, that country winch has shewn an unalter¬ 
able attachment and /cal for your welfare, to exert the utmost of your 
power in laising the wiiolo populace of Catuloiii.i to haiu'is the retreat of 
the army of Napoleon ; indeed not only Ki’ harass, hut, to prevent tlieir 
return to l''rancc ; fur it would be an cverlfistiiig stain on Catiilonia, were 
she to permit those monsters who have plundered ami ravaged her cities 
Olid cottages for more than two years, to repass in tranquillity the I’yrtnaiat' 
jnoimtniiis, that harrier given hy the Ahi.iglitv to .S|irim. 

It remains now for me to eoii{^,i atnlatc your Fxfelh'iicics on the j'rescat 
promising and hajipy climige in affairs, and I have the honor to lu-,+ itc. 


To the Junta of Muluro, 



pia, lli/tha, off liudalonu, Avgust Qlhj 180'j. 

I have long refrained from making any remarks on the treatment of the 
people of liadaiona, trusting that the just r#pre.sonlutioiis of those people 
appointed by law as llie Heads of the village, bad heeti lislcned'tu by the 
Junta of Mataro, and tlicir suffeiiiigs alleviated. fJowever, obseivmg no 
symptom of change in their favour, hut on the coiftiary, that everyday 
brings forth some new and fresh mark of severity towards tli.it niifoitiinate 
people, 1 am inclined to suspect that this must ttiisc from wioiig and invi¬ 
dious representations having heen made of ilici( conduct, lindt-r such con¬ 
viction, theicfoie, 1 lake upon me to address you on this iiileiestiiig sub¬ 
ject; and, first, will state, that my opinion of the zeal and conduct of the 
people of lladaloiia is even better than when I last had the honor to address . 
you rcsptciiin; them and the then oiliciatmg liuilhe. When you appointed 
the present Heads of the village, }Ou promised that the people should have 
asurticiency ti^livc upon, th«^ Baillic being ordered to give permits accord¬ 
ing to the necessities of the inhalHtunls, I'hislias not tices: the casp^ for 
tlieguaid at Mongat have generally scrjipled to allow to pass }vhat was. 
granted hy the permit, ami have actually/ refused inoro than si:.iy-fuur 


* General Lcccin hud evnciiatcii IMuiaro, destroying the Hour, Liiirmiig and ’ 
ravaging, as u.' iiul, in ids rclical. ^ 

f la reply, il.e Junta inlounr^l Captair^ Muiidy, that lliey had pablialicd his 
address, and given it circulation in (he province. 



21 


captain GEOnCE MUJPDY, C.E. 


loaves to pa9s in ' 1 slmll ask, Sir, whether any man can put hid 
hand upon his heart, and declare upon Iiis honuui’r that he considers that 
quantity a sufficiency t'nr Aic t'.nuilies doiftaiiied iit the villa^’oof Uadalona* 
coi]|,sibtiiit' of near six hmidred lionscs ? • • 

You require the ihulalonians to ruriiisli boats fur letters, despatches, qr 
any ihni!; that niay occur for tlic public service, and this, without ulluwiiig 
t>ufficient tu eiit. I only ask, is it justice to starve thenj ? 

You require the Siniotines of [hidaloiia to leave the advanced post on the 
river fjesos, where they me stationed hctweeii the cnemy^nd tlieir own 
liuuses, families, and every thio>; that is dear to them^ and order tliciii to 
'r-t serve two miles in the rear, witlioup placingotliers to ocenpy a post one foot 
in advance towards the enemy fiom IWIidona. Yes, I know that for a few 
days a picket was placed in open duu on this side of the rncr, and one of 
those pickets, composed of ilie mlinhitiiiirs gf Matarn, h ft that post, made 
*use of tlifir arms^lo hirce tiu* people ihidniuaa to eniiiiirk llum, uiidcuii> 
vey them on hoaidli.s ]iniamii(PMajcsty’-> ship uiuhr my coinmami, under 
<the impudent pretence of having busiiiessawiili inr. A (jccoiiiiiig substitute 
t, fur the hardv ai|^ vigilunl Madaluniaiis, v\hu night and day watched on the 
Other siilc of the livcr, and under jhe very walli of the citadel of JM.Cailo'. 
Had 1 acted with h.kil'the inihraiv scnc'iily towards them lhaf the unloitii- 
iiatc Dadaloiiians have met with, for wi'-Inng to retpain the advanced guard, 
I slionld have sent die wlaiic picket under a guanl to Maiaio, as suldicis 
who liad dc'Citcd ihiir fiost. 

Yon liuve now disaimcd the Simotines of Badalpnfi, pjit of whom hud 
hcij^n tnniisiicd v\itli arms liy Captain Taylor,* my predecessor, who hud 
the intelligence to see ilnoiigh the daik eUnids of clamour ami accusation 
against that uiilortuiiate people, tiiul to discover time they were nut sur¬ 
passed III zeal and patruitisii^iy any of their iitighbcur'.. By so doing, you 
have deprived me of the only aid 1 possessed in the arduous tasik. of hlock- 
’adnig [varcelona, and dclendmg the coast against the advances of the 
enemy, as son musi he well aware that 1 have ivo assistance from the 
Spmiisii navy. 

Having stated these few instances of vvhat appears to me to be Bad 
Policy, and having made llwse leprcsentations under a conviction that they 
arc just and tiue, and for the good of the cause in which the two nations 
arc mutually rinliaiketl, 1 beg to asniie yon, that there is nothing nicnnt 
• pcnioiially in ir, hul tliat it is addressed to you as Supienie of the Junta of 
the distrnct, and • 


1 have tlic honour tu be, &c. 


To Me Supreme of (he Ju*Ui 
Mu till 0, 


ejHandtj* 


Had Captain ]Miiiul^’’s persevering exertions on this coast hcea 
. met l)y a corresponding energy on the part of the S[)anisli leaders, 


* Tins fiiiiiidil* <inil >icciiiii|ilislie(l ollii cr vias some time alleruards'iinioriii- 
naiely ilruwnccl in the luirbour ul Btiudisi, \\4tilc rclurniiig to Ins sli.p U'uin the 
siiorc. 
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and the enthnsiastic spirit of ,thc peasantry been seconded by able 
and active commanders, there is little doubt but that by a co* 
bperafion such as was propbs'cd by Captain Mundy to General 
Reding, the commander of the forces, the city of Barcelona, and 
the fort of Montjui, would ultimately have been compelled to sur^ 
render, and the French army forced to evacuate that province. 
Bat such was the apathy and inactivity of the Spanish leaders, that 
although tHe very animating and manly appeal addressed to the 
Junta in the 6rst of the preceding letters, w'as printed and circu.;^^ 
fated with c^lflcnt clTcct, yet treachery thwarted, and incapacity 
paralysed, the ardent energies of the people, and the French 
general, I^cchi, was permitted to escape from Barcelona to Vich 
unmolested; nor was any attciiYpt made on Burccluiia, nutwitb> 
•tanding the garrison rcinainrng in that fort amounted to no more 
than two thousand five hundred men. ,, 

Mortified as he was at such imbecile conduct on the part of his 
allies, Captain Mundy was nevertheless indefatigable in his cxcr. 
tions in the general cause, and by a spirited proclamation addressed 
to the Italian and German troops in the French army, promising 
protection on board the squadron, many were induced to desert, 
who were convened to Italy. 

On the 96th April, 1810, while on station oif Badalona, a 
squadron of the enemy’s ships of the lide, with a numb^,of trans. 
ports, was observed standing in for Barcelona. A sfbiip of war 
was instantly despatched with the intelligence Ici Lord Collingwood, 
while the Hydra watched their movements. His Lordship, iinmc. 
diately on receiving (he intelligence, sailed from Fort Mahon, and 
arrived off Toulon on the first of May, where he found (he Leoiiu 
das, which having by Captain Muiuly's orders accompanied the 
enemy on their return from Barcelona, had seen (hem into Toulon 
on the evening of (he 30(h of April. The ciumo^ had thus escaped 
his Lordship's ilect by a very few' hours. On (l.is occasion Lord 
Collingvvood expressed himself highly satistied with G’aptain Mun- 
dy’s vigilance and promptness in itlakiiig him acquuitit#t> w ith the 
enemy’s movemonfs. 

On (he i>(h of May, a proposition was made to Captain lyfiindy, . 
by the commander of the Spanish forces, to co.qperatf; with him 
in an attack on the forts' of Mo>itjiii and Barcelona, which wag 
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agreed to on (h««|»arto(' Captain M&ndy. Tbe following extract 
from his report to LonJ Collingwp(»(l on th^ subject, will sufficl> 
cntly explain why the attack did not take place ; and yIH serve to 
demonstrate with what description of allies onr gallant oflicer had 
to unite his services, how little reliance could be placed.on their 
axcrlions, and how hopeless were all hisvicus iAid efforts, under 
such circumstances, to effect any thing substantially favorable to 
the general cause. The Simotines, indeed, had always displayed 
‘’-much spirit and activity, and seldom neglected an j||^portunity of 
attacking the enemy ; but without the aid of regnlai^ troops, and 
without diseiplinc, thej'^ could accomplish no very essential 
service. ^ « 

MV LORD, \lifdrH, off liarretona, Mu^ 13t/<, 1809. 

- 0;i itie 4iay of ilic Apollo and iVIiiistrcl joining me, and of the fleet 
[yipcaring otf, 1 pndcavuurcd to coiiiiiiuiiicate with your Lordship, to ex> 
plain a plan of attack on liHrceloiur, which had bt-cii submitted to ray con> 
fidcratioii, the outline of which was, thii( the olllcer in Montjiii being 
bought over, three or four hundred Spaniards werC to proceed hy night up 
to that fuArcss, and take (losscssiun, being provided bow ever against any 
treachery on the part of ilic I'reiich. • 

On getting footing, the Spaniards were to cominenfic a fire on the Tarro- 
snna^ and gate of St. Antonio, on which tlie iiiliahitants were to rise, and 
seizing the vaiious gates looking towards the land, were to let in Lieutenant- 
colonel Claros, with five hundred cavalry, and a strong force of Miguelets, 
and other t^ps. At the same nioinent the ships were to commence an 
attack on (hw‘C>t*>del, to keep that garrison from lending their aid to those. 
troops who were in thcitown. 

This all appealed very well, provided every one acted his part. How¬ 
ever, I did not consider the plan as definitively settled ; but, on my return 
the next evening, 1 found (bat a letter had been received by Captain Tay¬ 
lor, from the coimiianders uf*lhe troops, stating “ tlieir full determination 
to nttiick rhe place at eleven at night,’' and requiring the assistance of the 
ships. The answer was rciiirncd, that ilie ships would do their part, and 
iie af their station, provided the wind and weather permitted them.” To 
secure a iirversion on tl^e side of the citadel in case of calm, or the wind 
not answ'eni%for the ships, 1 sent the cnrninadc boats, ami two Spanish 
gun-boats, to take <i positioM close iii-slmre, with orders to coininence a tire 
on St.*Carlos, on observing the appointed signal at Montjui or the town. 
About ten; Vic w ind came off thc'laiid ; I weighed, ^iit at half-past one 
iinrling no attack, and the wind dying away, 1 anchored. No symptom of 
attack did take place; and rroni what 1 have since learnt, it is most furtu- 
'iiate for rhe inhabitants that jt did not. It appears, that the garrison of 
IVIontjui waa relKwed on the day he fore, therefore that part of the plan 
was done away with ; and 1 imderstAid, us if with an intention of marring 
the whole affair, thut Gctieral Cuopigny had ordered (hut tlic day before) 
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one of his aides-de-cnnip to proceed to Moulins de lle^ and take tlie cohl* 
tnaiid of the mIiuIc. l1»e iinaginaty laurels of ihe other chiefs now vanished 
Cmmu their sight, and “ 4ike true Spanish Patriots,” they tletermined within 
titetiisclvcs, jhat through thvir assistance the iiimelcoine aide-de-camp 
should not {rain the wreath. They aerordingly threw every dilliciilty in his 
way. Moreover, Colonel t3retn informs me, that tliis commander was 
quite appalled at tite miscrahle haiiditti wliicit had been placed under his 
orders. It consisted of two hundred Imssafs, tlic srnm of a Spanish 
regiment, soi/.e Minnelets, and l!ie rest Simoiines. lint, mvLoid, tho 
reply that was nr.nhe by the oflicer at the head of tjcnrral (.'ouji gny’s staff, 
to the inquiry of Colour I (ircen, “ vviru were likely to he ilie movemeuts 
of the Spanish ilWiy ol Tanagona,” «ill hrllercsp!ain toyonr J.oirl»!iip the 
style r)f acii-iii, and mamici or thinking of the general and his advisers, 
than if I wire to write volumes; riz. “ Tliat the troops would not change 
their quarters, unlil the lesiift’ of tlic alt.aek on i>areelon.i slinuld be 
known.” So that ten tlions.md legular (rit ips wine to test upon iln-ir arms, 
and look on, while a handful oftiinned pcttsantit should attack one of the 
Strongest fmticsses in tin, Sji.iiiisli dommiuns.” 

On the! 1th of July, Captain Muitilv writes thus to Lord 

r 

Collingwood ;— ' 

•ft 

MY loan, Jlj/dia, al nuclmr off Jhiihilona, 1 l/A Jnh,, IGO!). 

I have the honor to report, that liie rrencli general, Didiesme, came 
out uf llarceiona on the night of tlic Till instant, with a foiee i.f near two 
ihous-iitid troops, two lioiMi/ers, and ilnee iii Id pn ecs, and i-aily the next 
iiioriiing occupied tin lieiglils in tlie roar oi' M.idaloua and iMungat, also 
those villages, llis intention w.e, to iia\c siiipiised and surrounded the 
iiihnhitaiits ot that part of Uie coiintiy, and to liav^; lot red them to repair 
the bridge and bioken ro.ads of iM(iii>:nt, in otder that lie might get iiis 
artillery towards AJ.ilan), and oeeiipy tiie coast. 'I'hi, Spaniards, bowexer, 
got pievions iiotii c of Jus project, and (juiliing their hahiiations, iled to the 
Tnouiilains. 'i'lie enemy did not .i|)|)ear in aii\ number mini some hours 
after dtiy-hrcak, and when discoxeieil, weic Only in ‘•itnil (letaelimctits. 
The carronadc boats under llic orders of Luatfiiant I! iwkins were sent to 
annoy lliem, winch servu e was porlormed with -uth elfeet, llait the enemy 
was obliged to bring llie wbole o! Ins arlillery on tlie boatli to llieir %iip* 
port. The boats returned the tire with iheir osipd lirnmess.' 1 iinme- 
diati ly weighed to cover them, and wiili a few woll-threetgil htoadsides 
ohligeil the guns to make st precipitate rctie.iU into B.>.rcelona, ami with 

I “ trf t* 

Same loss. 

The Ticjieh troops noxv n|)pcarcd in great force, and the ship‘and boats 
kept up a coiistaiii lire on them imlil smi-Set, while the Sinimiin.-s resisUiJ 
their advaiites. We liad tlie tniaforiuiie to ^lave txvo men wounded by 
musketry in the boats. . 

On the 9tli the enemy still retained B.idalona and IMongSt, but the 
greatest part (d the troops liad niuftlicd up the uiuuiiluitis, and they 
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b'liotvoil no guns, noUvitli<Hariding the boats kept up a continual fire. The 
Simotines acted with great spiiit. * ,* 

On the lOih, General Diifiesmc liai] uotn'idvancedhii hcad-tjgarters from • 
Sarialoiia, bat we were iiil'm iiieii llrat lie liail^uovcil his guii<] ."yiongat. 
Yet llic Ilf tile boats on Ins various scaitcred parties tiiil not draw 
them one until late in tlie evening, when the cticrny bruiigi.t llicni down, 
tiiid opened a sire of shot and sliells liehiiul some lionses at t!Te loot of 
Mungal, jn-t at llie inonii'iit four Spanish gun-boats airncii fiioii Tarra- 
go la, wbieli I iinniediatolv pushed in-sbore, and with tbcir a^'is'ance the 
fire of the Liieniy was sileneed by eii’ln o’eloek, and ilje.cneiny thought it 
ndvisalde to re endr ii.u'ccioa.i at in'ulni;;br, wi'li tlie Ins's of near three 
inindred killed and wounded, uni'nig wlncli aic n liii'j^r^nopoiiioii of 
officers. 

1 have to legret that one of tlio b>n:ub’'i crew leceived a severe wnuml 
fjlvini a iiiUsket-ball tliii eveim-ir; and I hr 'fea' !■ d» idisrive, tbui the sj.i- 
Sit of enteipi'i/c and int.-epidity ad' ilio oHiieis and nieii ei)i)il<'ved m ihe 
boatu (luring the period lietdiled, has betihii'ii t I’ledilahle to ibe st .vire, 
and that the vnD.bo.iis peil'oiined their pait inucli to iny satisiaetieii. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 



The foliowlng Itdtor, aildressctl lo the ^M.irqiiis Wellesley about 
this pc.-ioihj slroiigly^nianifesis the e>er ardent zeal whith. in spKo 
<»f Lverv disco’.iiagerjionl, animated litis actitc oirieer in (he evecr'- 
tion vf the seniec imposed npoti him 

iiv lei'.n, II 1,(1’Cl, I'tf'liiuh'liinn, t\lh iyOQ, 

T hot ’h<‘ liniicr to It f'iTPiKcnd lO your T onNiiip’s notice liie be.iier of 
tins htier, I)i>n Idi.is Ar:.!-'', an inhabii.int of st. I'lloii tie l\lar, in the t.-i'i- 
v.'icu of t'r.t'.noiiia, cnipl'ived by the .lin.t;'. of the Ihniincc on a iiiissina to 
li e G'jntrai dnnta, ami the Imi;i-!i mmy. tie is n ital p.iiiiot, and one i i 
e.'l.'oin pcrk’et c('ini{k'iicu ii/.iy be phict d, and is a staunch (licnd to the 
lingiisli. , 

1 wis|| I could give your Tyirdilsip iioi'rt of,anv thing beii^ done in f’l 
• oiTcnsfre h.'v ►r the .iniiy ol ( ':ira!o'i,,i. Aneeieaii siiil r.irrits on tlie •■ir.' o 
'qf (ieroit:i« l.tll bo is most g.ill.iisfly i esiSti d. lie Inis in idc si\ seiei-i! 
assaults. The i.ist wa*- on tlie liji of il.c lu 'iith, in wl.ieh he sull’eri’il an 
eipia! hiss wuli tbo foitiiei^ tvliiclivas ci'iisideiable. The rieie of tlie 
• besiegers cannot amount to innie llian lO.OOO men, ami w itli ilio garri-on 
of'|{iiiTcloim, iiiciudiiig the srek, of vvleeii tlu’ic aie seveial l!i-'i!san<is, ibe 
whole force in Catalonia cannot exceed JihOtJjL' u.cii. It would rct^uirc but 
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a small Britisli armj to annihilate ilii<> handful of troops, situata^ Aa tbe^ 
arc at present, and mum;' the uliole of tire country aj^tainst them, and 
more partiriilarly, if fhcie wcresonwc I''n;;h»h ♦if'ht iiir'aiitry o6riccrs, witiro 
{'eneral, todir* ct i he excrtiotis of tlie peasantry, who are most determinedly 
zealous in the cause. 

I took the lihrrty of representing this to Sir John Stuart, wlio regretted 
Iris inalnhty lo df-tach oftirera <ir force from Sicily, lie has since takeit 
possession of the islands of Ischia and i’rocita', hut did not attempt a land¬ 
ing on the PQeapoliiaii co:i>-t. 

* 1 htuc tlie honor to Lc, Lee. 


His Excel/en(y tfis Marfjuis Wellcsliy. 



Had it been possible have attended to tlie suggestions of 
Captain Miindy relative to tlic oiTjploymcnl of*a liritisK force in 
Calalonii, and had the Sp.-Miivh chief assented to the projiosed dis¬ 
position of their hitherto iiiaelive naval force, ^inuch might baw 
been cti'eelod in that quarter, but t\ith respect to the latter nothing 
was done, and in the seqitel all uent wrong in Catalonia. 

Wc here present an evliacf from a letter, expressive of the 
sense Lord CcI,lingwood entertained of Captain Mundy's servicef 
on that station I— 

srn, Oii’i7//, lit Sfii, '.o//i Millet., Jb09, 

1 have received joar letters of the 22d iiislaiir, 4th, (ith, and litl. 
ultuni), detailing the pniteodiiiLs of the Ilvdra, and ships on the mast of 
Catsiloma, and h'jg to express to you the great salisfaclion I feci in the 
activilv and spirit of eiiiti prise vvlm h is display! d on tliat service, and iii 
wliicli Lieutenant Iiiu'knis hears so distil.guislied i. part,” I've. 


And .again his Lordship writes thus :— 

/'.//<• fh' }‘iirii,i off Toulon, 'Toil Jtih/, IttO!?. 

The lleraid has brought me your litters of the llili nnd l?th install, 
with their several inclosurc^. 

The aniivity and skill winch yon luive <>[>iiosed to ih'’ ^.m-my’s prjgrc.ss. 
when he attempted to open a eumiiuniie.-tiion to the east ward, is lendering 
to the Spaniards the gieatest hriietit, and must reil/ic;c their forte in Barce¬ 
lona very it.udi, unit were-the armv «f Tariuifpiia to t,ikp an active ptirf oi. 
the other side, would soon bring their case to e:Ltrcii)ity.”*i\.c. ice. &c. 



Caj'lain ilftinr/y, Hydra. ' 


I. 
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The Hydra coaiinu^d on this harassing service until October, 
when she was ardercd to Toulon, for the puriibsn of watching the 
enemy’s fleet in that harbour. On tiiis sjalion she remained until 
February, 1S10, when it appearing, on a survey being taken of 
her," that she was in a verv ilnfectivc slate, she was sent to 
Gibraltar. In this port (!niitain Mniuly remained, and acted as 
senior ofliccr, until the inonili o*' August, ISIO, when the Hydra 
being found to be totally unfit for service, nas ordered howac, and 
arrived in F.ngland in September,* liaving niuler her convoy several 
sail of transp rh, with ItDO French prinoncTS (officers and non- 
coniniissionid oITktis) on hoard, whom the humanity of the 
llritUh govetnment had red enied frorn'lfhe tmlj pifialile situation 
i:i which t!ie\ ii-U r Iven so long held by the Spaniards in the barren 
j'd.iml oT I’abreiM. The, were the remnant of General Dupont’s 
ayny, tli^'grealur part of which had perished on that niiscrahly 
barren friMii want and slarv.plior.. 

Lpon il’.e recovc-y of his healtli. v iiiri; had iutn mucli impaired 
by his ia!t» senites, C.'aj.t.iin J.Jundy a^aiii sobeiu-d employni.en,t. 

Great, however, w;n the iiiurtifi(atiun of iiis sangfiinc^pirit to be 

• ' 

coiulennecl for tour vear^ to a life of inactivity on shore ; but it 
was a more especial cha'’,Mn to liim not to have been enabled to 
unite his imi' ions wiiii Ins ,:ill.iut brethien in arms, in the latter 
glorious struggli s w inch i iiecked the career, mid contributed to the 
tempo.arv dcthronemdiil cf tiie arch tyrant of France. 

At tiie close (>•’ l /e year Isi 1, however, lieSviis iinc’.ju'ctcdly 
gratified by an api o»i}!iiie;u to tli •command of the A jax, 74 guns ; 
and in the m nth of jI'* ireji foilowinc- lee filed !(' the iVUditorri- 
neaii, wii.-ic lie jonicii (in; fleet under tiie command of Adnfiral 
Lord I'hv'iioc.ili by wi.oia he e '>'. K.on empli'yed on .i service 
■vhich r-ijnired a no degiee of discjcilffri and good jiulgment, 

and wherein iic displAv»-d his .iccnslojiiLd ability and di-.coi'i)ment. 

UuoiiapaiTc had a. liii seic.ed tlie iiirone*(jf France, cind was at 
* this jnViod, 1^* ber.iiiiiiog of June, making prcpaiatioiis for that 
rram! cu ill ei, wl icii a l«-w day's af/erw.irds decided ifis fate, and. 

ptrnck the last hoU otV t]ie fetters of Fnrope. Captain Mnndy 

* 

.was despatcli'.'d to iMarseilies. with instructions lo ascertain, if 

possible, t^e sentiments of the inhabitants of lliat citvj and his 
\ 

proceedings there were to be rcgflalcd.iAording to a diserctionurv 
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power vesfed in him by Lord Exmonth,** by^yich circumstances 
and ovciits as nii_<;hf occur in the course of service wherein he was 

* II # • ^ ^ 

employed^ and from the in tell i^r nee lieii)i:;ht be able to obtain. 

On his ariival olF that port on the Ifilh, he, reconnoitred'close 
in with (he (own, aiKVob(.iined inrorma(ion frou (he lisht-house, 
as well as frojn.some fishermen, that almost all the fr>its and bat-, 
fcrics had jjeen di^lTlounted, and the whole of the troops, with the 
cxcep'i^ii of J{(>0, had been marched over (he mountains, that the 
pcoplcywcrc very discontented, assassinations frequent, and (hat 
at (he biirrachs, and (here only, the white fl.ig was hoisted. Cap¬ 
tain Miindy iininedUitcly despatched this and oIIicm' important intel¬ 
ligence to l.ord Ivvinuiiih*| and to his Royal Highness the Duke 
D’Angouleino at Barcelona, from the latter of whom he received 
the following reply :— ‘ 

srii, Jiurcfloihi, yttnc fiOtit, lGl:ii 

I reciiecd \’f's|pr<l;\y. by tiie favour of (’apium IaicK, umr lelur of llie 
2Glh Hist, and 1 leturn viai till mv llianks Ini tin* mini-r.i (1 l iils voii 

• I * * ■ 

giic on '.?a;sLillc,s anrl ’I’nuloii. 1 ll.itici i.iy.scll" tlsat. b iili ;i,{/lures, and 
all the conntrv, nill soon be uiiocit’rl iVoni tJie ynke, an.! .dde to testily 
their hLiiljiufils of loyalty. 

Believe me, Sir, with an iii>;li regard, 

Voiir luosi nfuciionatc, 

To Oiptiiin Hfiinif>/, /nylititaniiic 
jMiijcsIjj's S/iij> Ajav. 

On the 2(Hh, Captain Aliindy sent another despatch to Lord 
Kxinouth, which, together with liis Lordship’s reply, we here 
insert, bccan-c, for reasons which it is not oi;r de-ire to inquire 
into, and we cannot explain, they never found their way into the 
public despatches. F 

To deprive an ofiiccr of the fame he has acquirwl, either by 
intrepid conduct in battle, or by (he exercise of superior judgincut 
and ability in ati'aiis of dilTicuIfy, is, in a majiiier, (o deprive him 

-^-,---- 

* \ bio|:[iiplii''id iiiriiioii of Lord IauiuiiiI:, lurinerly Sir P!u»riid I’tMIr-w, i.s 

given in N.C. vol. xviii. p. 4-11. • ■ 

+ Wo iirrc nvH.l ciii'idves of tlie opporlmiity to invito iho <o iiiiiiiiik iiiiun of 
!.(llorb on Service not jiiiMiiilied in tlic Uaeotic, tvoiii uii n|i|iii liciisiuii llui,j‘ii too 
lUdiiy iiislanci the o:iiih.sIon of lliciii in I be oflioial and rcjrui.ir ir‘|)Oiiiiiiiy in more 
tlio result of per.-onui lliun ptil<lic coiisKtor.itiiiiis, 'I'lic itiyiHiliiil and i''Inas.-rd 
pruiciples ivf iliu Naval Cliroiij^lo will ul'.ruj s render it ll.c ready vehicle of fLii; 
yeprcseutalioii and jui>t coiuplaiut. 
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of liis moral existence. If, therefore, in the execution of a com- 

• • * 

mission requiring the union of energy, good sei^Je, and mild concilia., 
tion, he acquit himself to tliesatisfa'ctlon of his commander, is it just* 
to withhold from him the invaluable inedil of public a|>|)teuse, or to 
conceal from the high authorities of the naval department, those 
talents which, at a future period, might be selected by •them for 
the fuifllment of important objects requiring more than ordinary 
address and management. 

MY T,onn, * 'I9!h June, 1815. 

I have ilic liotior to ropre eiit, that yestf rdaymoriiiiig a (Ictacliiiient Ctum 
Warseillts came fil()i)p<-i<le, a<-c|iiaintii)u me that a j^rcat Idiule had been 
fought, ill winch riiioiia|):iit«’s army liai (IcfeateH, iliat iic liad flown 

to Puns, anil iihiM( .lied m f’aior of hit son, ivlin h :;(»vernrnci!i illarscilles 
will not iickiiowli (Igo, and liaiT tlietefoie luiistttl tlie vvlntc flag, diiveu 
away the troops, and oigiiniscd themst^vc'>, in number circclive about 
•i.‘>0() men; at iW' same lime giving me an mvit.iiioii to an interview with 
the Royal C'oiiiinitit e appointi if as a rrovismnal Gmcninu'iit, whicli I 
innuediateU aiiiMidid, 'I'lie enthusiasm of ilic niullitudc wa« grrnl, and 
they greeted the I‘',ii'.li''h m common with the Km?;.—f)n my iippearing at 
the Prefect me. I was addressed hy the Piesident, congralulatijig me on 
the liiilli.mt Mcior;., iind its eoii'"(<|uenccs, and he lugged me to assist them 
as mijcli as l.iy m my power to lorviaid their inteiitiOns of estiihiishiiig the 
old*moiiar<'liy. I clleied to proieed imnieiliately to Raicelomi for the 
Duke il'.Vngoiih'sme, winch, Imwivcr, iliey rc(|ucslcd 1 would not do, as 
the apiicarance of I lie ship would give coulideme to tiie people, incase 
liliiiat shoidii sti.d the lo.cc Irnm Toulon against them, and liicy requested 
Jijc to anchor close fti the town. Thi-I piomi'C'd to oo, pioiidcd they 
hliewtd such conlidcivc in me ns to place the foit*i ofriiarcau d’lff and 
Ratoiiiuau ill mv hands, or allow' hiili tlic gairison to he rir.'tish. This 
que.sti'iii they reined to deliherafc upon ; ami when they rctuinod, gave it 
as thtir opinion, that ihf y did not conceive themselves autliori/cd to put 
the Kings forts into the hands of foreigners; on which I told lliem that 
thty could not cspcct me to remain in the situation they required without 
possessing ilic sea delVnces. Thiy then requested I would supply llieiu 
• with such arms as I could spare, which 1 immediately did. requiring a 
rcr?iot for llic same.* T Ihcn rcquiied tlirce avisos, one to despatch to 
youi Lmdslfip, anotfier to Major-general Sir Hudson Lone, at (Riioa, and 
n ilyrd to tli^DiilkC d’AinJiiih sme ; which tli?y have pi omistd. The while 
flag, I am infoimeil, is living to-day at Cette and .\rles. 1 liavc almost 
* forgot to*mention, tliat the Committee hogged for some Ihitish troops, fu 
consequence, 1 haic written il/i- moimng to Sir llud-onLowe, to heg sucii 
as "he can : pare, and ha\c .ilso iiiloiii.ed Sir James \\ ood of tiiC state ol 
alhiirs here. • 

The Ciunmillee leqiieMed I would pre.ss your ].ord'iiip to .show yourself 
oO'hcie, and, il pussihle, to hiinj|f the tiu 8ps. They do nut scciu to l.kc 
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tlie ideii of other than Eii;>lish trpop«, for the plain ^rea!>on, 1 hinted to 
tliein, that our Coiripiissariat paid for every thinl;,’’ which they candidly 
.acknowledgQd. , , • , • 

Should tlje V^diinteer appear off this place, T shall send her for his 
Royal Highness the Duke d’Angnulcsnie. 

' I have the lioaor to he, &c. 


Admiral Lord Exnlhuth. 

/ 



SIR,*'* " ViM/nr, off Genoa, 4tli Ju/ij, 1815. 

1 have received yoiir letter of the 30ih ultimo, with a lull and satisfac* 
Jory account of vour prncccdiiigi hefnre IMarseillcs, m the excciiuon ol Ute 
service confided to von- Ir alTords me much »-ili>ia' tiiiit m ax^uruig you, 
that I highly aiiprove of all voibh n e duiic, and lhai I rnnsidi r mui to have 
acted with gri at prudence and jiid^iiir-nt tn declining W> place your sliip 
tviiiiin the cuiUMiaiid of the fuxts ut rdurscAle^. 

I am, ijir, ixt. 

* /•' P 

Cupluin .'jux. . XiHOliat. 

• ^ 


The address prcst*.ited to (lajilain Aluiidy hy the tlcpiifAtiorT 
referred to in his dopatch, was as follows :— 


Mo^s^I^p* i.t. lotiMANOtM, aIo: .s( i’!f Toi/iJune, 1815. 

liCs bnllcins ‘•nci dcs .Villi', do ni'lic .\njnst, ct hien annv soiiteiaiu 
Louis XYITl. oat l•hi^l:c [tii(ina|i..! it-a nne onnii!!c ahdic.jiinn. 

Des Fnciicux se, =i.nt cii;:;' in ci nm^nt [ invisiiirc Alar'-eillc, et 
loatc la Pinvt‘n''c, rpie nc \inh nt ic< ..in niiii' quo ethji d:: meillcur des 
Rms, ont arlnm' Iner Ic Diupcan III me. 

JiCt. pin. l.iin.i i iiis (ijmnti's miii-i (’ijn^nt cminnit.c IV t:ihhsve'!ii'nt d'aii 
coniiit j.'iiai'iinc invcni; de l.i i Diiii.in. c giini.ili' nc imiti l.i I'nience, 
II s’ti.ipte,so (I nimii avee loiio i.atimi d* •, rciiitiom, traniiiie ct dc hoime 
intelligence. 

Nous von, pi ions eii Cw.isiqiicnct di ii ccwnf aitc ineavcdiiincc la depu¬ 
tation que iii'iis inn*, adilrc'.-mi'i, cninprj^Cf i|c .'\lcS'-K iil> lie -M.iligni '.ini, 
chef dc hiilt.ili.in, Iviiffo du 15 ■nnei d, iSrc. iSre. de imil-n" Inen piendre 
CIS eux t.A'iic citaiice, et .'jiinlei' 'm h ci qn’il'' inns .hrunt di- untie pait, 
Nous vous pi ions cgnli nient, IkliMi'icnr If (.lidViincndant d’.iclii luincr Jv 
son AIttsse Itnyale Monfi igueur h Due il’.Anij'ink sine Ic ,o;i dmit nos 
deputes snnt ^lortcurs. N’lAis amsis I’iionneiii de \uiij s.il: ur anc une 
gruiidc Lonside.ation. 


t 


Les i^2ein[n-is 
<$ 

dll ('niiiilu 
< 

U'lyal I’rorisoirt, 
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Soon after Lasd ^''xmouth’s armal Apith Ihe Britisih troops. 
Captain Mandy was tajeon soriunsly ill, ancT was obliged to be 

removed on shore, where he was confined to his bed for a con- 

• * • . 

sidcrable tinu', and v\a» for several days in great danger. During 

his indisposition, the Ajax was ordered to'Hicres Bay, but he was 
not able to join her until December. • 

It may here be mentioned, that during the time Captain Mundy 
was employed before Marseilles, bo made several good^bf4ures of 
French vessels, which by any other nation would have been 
deemed legal prizes, for notwithstanding they carried the white 
flag, the whole ot their papers had Louis XVIH. a little crazed, 
and ‘‘ au noin de I’Emi.^reHr” inserted in lieu thereof. But 
policy, perhaps, dictated farbearanre on the part of the British 
nation, and the prizes were rc'^toied t5 tlieir respective owners. 

• At the clo.'et>f ilii<> }ear, Capliiin Mundy had the gratification 
to learn, that the Prince Kegeiit liad conferred upon him the 
honorable dittinction of Companion *uf th({ Bath, a distinction 
doubly valuable when recognised us the meed of long and honorable 
!)ervices. • 

After he had rejoined his ship, the fleet under Lord Exmoulh 
wa* engaged in no service of inijiurtunee until the month of March, 
ItllS, when, in pursuance of instructions fiom his government, 
the commander-in.chief sailed for Algiers, where, after some hesi¬ 
tation on the part eff the Dey, a treaty was conchickd. tlie terms 
whereof are already before the public. '^ l!is Lordship then sai od 
fur Tunis, and having with iilth' dililcully concluded a treaty with 
the satrap of that place, jiroreeded to Tiipoli, where having 
jiegociated matters with timilar sutcess, his Lurtisliip again steered 
fur Algiers, and appearing befoic that city in Ihe middle of May, 
, lievigniHecl to the Dey, that he h.ul in (he treaty recentIj concluded 
with him, omitted^n article, his caniplianre with wltvch was indis¬ 
pensable. •The Dey insisting that the foiiucr was a definitive 
trea/y, pc«>mp*loniy frfnsed to subscribe to the new' proposals 
. submittttd to bim. liord Exiwouih imniedi.ilely gave ordui|i to pre¬ 
pare for action. The fleet <fo!i.si.s(cd of six. linc-of-batllesliips, six 
frigates, and other small vessels. Each ship prepared to take her 
station, ai.c! the signal Tor action was waited for with the utmost 

• f 'iili: K.C. voAixxvi. 
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anxlefy, wkicli, in jhe opinidp of most of *.tha»ofi^er8 preierifj 
\rouId in ttie course of two hours, from tl^c then unprepared an3 
defenceless, state of the plpiico, have terminated in the complete 
defeat of the Moors; when lo, the signal Was hoisted (and the 
ardent spirits of our tars coinstantaneously lowered)^ that all 
Was settled.” t 

The disappointment of (he fleet was extreme, but it was doomed 
to a meclThitter Aiortification a short time afterwards, when it be¬ 
held other hands reaping those lAurels which had been so near 
their grasp. , 

Lord Exmouth haring fulfilled the objects of his mission to the 

ri 

Barbary Powers, returned with,, his fleet to England in the end of. 
June, and found, on his arrival, tha*{ in consequence of renewed 
aggressions on the part of' the Algerines, subsequent to his 
Lordship's departure from their coast, government had determined 
to inflict a'signal chastisement on that nation ; fur which purpose 

4 

they had seleetuil hifin as commander of the c.xpedition, who by 
hjf firm and intrepid conduct in the e.\cci!tiun of his orders, fully 
proved hovv jvurKiy he was of the conitnission entrusted to him: 
IIU Lordship received orders immediately to refit his fleet; but oil 
his proceeding to Spithead to hoist his flag, he had the mortifica- 
tion to find, that the crews of the different ships declined volun¬ 
teering for the expedition. From what motives this refusal pro¬ 
ceeded, it is not our province to inquire. Suffice it to say, that 
to the captains and'other oflicers in the fleet, it was a mo.st morti. 
fying circumstance not (o have had an opportunity of contributing 
their gallant efforts towards the emancipation of enslaved Europe, 
and the destruction of the Barbarian fleet. 

The Ajax was paid off in July, since which period Captain 
Mundy has b^en Unemployed ; iior is it likely, from the present* 
view of affairs in I^iiropc, that his services will very soon be re¬ 
quired again,^ but to how many soever years of biac6on he may 
be doomed, he will ever be consoled with the rctrosjicctirc Con¬ 
templation qf a life devoted to his country’s service, and Vith the 
conscionsfle.ss of having always ddne liis .duty to the best of his 
abilities (and those abilities of uo medium character); and jt 
may be presumed, that when the hcraljl of war sliall again proi^ 
claim hostilities, the energies of this gailaot, humane, and able 
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bUcer) will be called into action} assigned to prominent ser- 
tices hy those high authorities} on ishose discriminating judg* 
ilient/ and wise management, the haVal gior;f of Britaifi must ever 
de^nd* * * 

It remains for us to add one particular mote to the foreg<dn|^ 
memoir. * 

In consequence of the late'disturbances in the eastern part of 
Derbyshire} and of the disaffected state of mind of^e lower 
classeS} principally manufacturing, it tvas deemed expedient to 
raise additional corps of yeomanry cavalry. In one of these, 
Captain Mundy, with a spirit truly worthy of iraitation, offered 
his services as a volunteer. He was immediately requested by the 
corps to take th% command.« Captain Mundy could not refuse so 
flattering a tributu to his character, and such were his exertions 
fo complete his^troop, that in three months from the period of 
their enrolment, they were drmed, accoutred, and fufEciently 
disciplined to perform any service that might be required of them ; 
and a mq/‘e respectable, soldier-like, and cH^cient troop does not 
exi’st, than the East Derbyshire Yeomanry Cavalrj^ 

Mr. Mundy, by his union with Miss MeyheK, had six childtCn^ 
viz,* Frances, married to Lord Charles Fitzroy, M. P. foi* 
Edmondsbury, a general in the army, colohel of the 48th regU 
ment of foot, and brother to the Duke of Grafton. Edward 
Miller, a magistrate for the county of Derby, married Nelly, 
youngest daughter of James Barton, Esq. of l^cnworthafn, in tho 
County of Lancaster, by whom he has a numerous issue. Godfrey 
Basil, a major-general in the army, masried to the Hofi. Sarah 
Bridges, youngest daughfer of the late illustrious Admiral'Lord 
Rodney,* by whom he has had several children. George, the sub4 
jeefcof our present memoir. Frederick, rcctor^nf Winston upon 
Tees, in'the counter of Durham ; and Henry, in the*sertice of th^ 
East India 4^om party. ^ 

Mjr. Munsiy again mafried Gcorgiana, ^'Idow of the*late Thomas 
jLord Middleton, in Warwickshire, by whom he had oue daughter, 
Georgiana Elizabeth, married to^ Henry Pelham, Duke of New« 
Castle; from which unioff has sprung a numerous offspriilg. • 

Mr.^undy married a*third time Catherine, widow of Richard 
Barweil, ^sq. of Stanstem, in^Sussex^ by whom he has a sOb, 
HobCrt, an infant. 

- £1 ------------- 

* ^or biographical mefaioir of Admiral Lord Rodne^f, vol. i, pi 349 j and 
portrait Xxii. p. 400. 
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-KAirriCAL ANECDOTES AND S^CTIOKS^ 

‘■y , 'r '■ ' ■ . ■ 


• NEW-INVBNTED JACIIITr IN THE REPAIR OF SHIPS. , 


A STUDKAT of the upper class of the npw school of Naval Architecture 
of the Dnck-yard, at Portsmouli), lias inyinted a merits of drawing 
vessels up the slip of tlic #ays for their repair, in a manner to prewnt the 
action of adlie&iun, (iiction, &c. and to save all Hie expense and avoid all 
the ri^s^MfL’y orc.'.sion. The model of tliil plim is now suinnhted to the 
examination of the proper and competent persons in the naval depni tnient; 
by some of whom it is already tbnut;lit well of, and deemed vnlualile. Tilts 
is the first important invention or discovery by any student offiiis national 
establishment; ifdl have the merit and value, and meet wiiii proper efl* 
ODuragement, distinction, and reward, it will have the good cfiect, not 
only of a stimulus to this promising young man, but* to all the others oh 
this foundation, and prove the spur of their exertion to improve in faculty, 
and a call and encouragemeht to the industry and genius of all—the 
important object of this new and useful branch of pduc!t.tion and study,' 
which so niuch is still wanted among a people with whom the practice of 
navigation is so extensive, aiifl its improvement and ped^ctioii so indts> 
pensable for them, in fiic novel and powerful competition tlfcy have now to 
^jipect from their cotcniporancs of both licmispheies. 


n 

* INVEST-ION OF A NEW KAl’TICAE INSTRUMENT. 




An ingenious instriimriit has lately been examined a number of gen*' 
tlemen in Glasgt^^. Tbe folluwing is a certificate of its use^lness, irom 
^^^.Clasgoo) Observatory . 

** Mr. Hunter, of £dinbuigh, has invented an instrument which is of 
great importance to tbe navigator. From two altitudes of the sun, and Aie 
interval of time hstween the observations, be can determine within five 
minutes after the second observation, the latitude of the place, the hoar 
from noon, and the variation <- ' the compas;. According to the conimoa 
form of calculation fur double altitudes, tbe latitude by account is supposed 
fyi be known, which in the use of tiiis instrument is not necessary. 1 have 
^^ed it in several examples, and always found tlie^ results very iijuar the 
/ tiiith. If a vessel was driven from her course by storms or by currerts, if 
the vcckotMiig was altogether lost, and the iniiriiier could not ge$ a ra.eri- 
cMan observation, with this instrument and a chroliomcter, he could, in a 
few minutes after the second observation^ ascertain ids p*bsitidn on the 
ocean with accuracy. An iiircntiort of so /hucli utility vt navigetion is 
worthy of encouragement from llios^, concerned in the comtnprce of the 
country. \ * 

JT DREAPFUr. FIRES "’at NF.WfiOUNPLANO. 

^ By his Majesty's sloop Pike*, Captain Buphan, lately ^rm'ed'at 
^ mo^thfrom St. JoIiu’f, Newfoundland, in^leven duya^ leaveog there thf. 
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Sir FraDcit Drafeer^^Yice-admiral Pickmore), CaptNiQ B^ivkwj Teoiarf, 
Caf^Rin Tolter; Iberia, Captain Rowley;; and the Ay, Captajp Baldwin, ^ 
aceaunfs have been receflved of two most destructive ^ires at St. John’s, 
wiiidti deRtri)ycd.one-half of the houses^ and tlie principal part of the pro¬ 
perty in the town. We extract the particulars from the Jioyal Gazette and 
tlie Mtircantilg Journal z — 

• • 

From thepjtoyal GaectiCf November 18, 1817. 


Painful and difficult is the^taslt which devolves upon us^ of re*l|^fding the 
truly distressing fire .with wliicli this ill-fated town was again visiVhd on 
Friday night, the 7lh instant. The tfaines were first discovered about halP* 
pfist ten o’clock, issuing from an uninhiibited house, about 40 yards front 
the Royal Gazette Office, and in ten minutes commut^cated to the sur* 
rounding liuiidings; by this time llie ialuibkants had assembled,^but the 
dngincs, %vUh tbeirsunited efforts, seemed of little use in checking this all- 
devouring eteineiit, which iiow began to assume an appearance that struck 
every beliolder with lerrtfr and dismay, lb the centre of the town, be¬ 
tween two streets aot exceeding 20 feet in width, all exertion was unavait, 
ing to stem the current of conflagrafion; the flames spread in every direc¬ 
tion with tke^^ipidity of lightning, until ajjiout six o clock on Saturday 
morning, wheii^thc cxerti(»ns of the more rc'spoctalAe part of the commu¬ 
nity, aiJccKiy the army and navy, succeeded in arresting its progress at tli^ 

King’s Wharf. ' . • • 

When the morning dawned, such a scene of desol.Ttion presented itself, 
jas perhaps very few of the spectators ever before -witnessed; and such as 
we sincerely hope they never may behold again ; a .spnc^|^ ground extend-* 
ing nearly a®quarter of a mile in length, and 300 yard»'“in breadth,^was 
cleared of the houses that stood thereon. From the dissenting meeling- 
IiQusc to the rhurch-yard on the west side ; all the buildings from the court¬ 
house to tlie north'Cast boundary of Crawford’s premises (both inclusive), 
on the east side of Duckworth’s-street; from tlie corner of Cliurch-bill, to 
\ym. Findlay’s, on the uppgr side, and fiom J. and It. Urine’s shop to the 
King’s Wharf on tlic lower side of Water-street, including the stores and 
wiiarfs, were reduced to aslicf, and wiili them the greater part of a verj^ 
large slock of provisions, with which they were stoicd. What renders it 
more truly distressing is, iliat most ol thyse who sufftTcd so severely in ihw 
'iire 9f the I8ih of February, 1816, are again involved in the distress which « 
we now ntteippt to dcstyibe—-in that cnlfUmty, many respectsMc individuals 
lost their all, ^nul are again reduced to a similar situation, without shelter¬ 
ing or covrrir^, at jhis adviyjccd season,ol the year. inter»is approach- 
• ing—d long, Iffciirv, Newfoundland winter—and the prospects before us 
^ are gloomy in tlie oxtrciise; but wSs will not disircis our rcadeib by dwtel-^ 
ling longer on this mclanelioly.topic. We do, however, most bincerely 
hope-tltai efficient mc.asnres will be speedily devised, and promptly executed, 

* tp save Its from a repetition of the scene of last winter. 

A’lnonght^lie capses of distrtos, not one has produced iu our minds more ^ 
Ipowerful effects, or more unpmasan^feelings, tlnin theawtul, we mn^say 
^grmiiig'depravity maiufeatcd in the extensive deprcdaliaus committed 
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" V “*** confusiun pf the night, by vretchfs totally defoidrf 

1^%digtota8 feeling'—ijf oil sense oT moral obligatidn. «** We cannot embody 
^fPOiT thoughts on thi^iulyect-—sudi crimes bid defiance to expresfion*; thi^ 
fiOuld only rP'oceed from the conjunction of the ^ipost biiital apathy and 
diabolical rejoicing in the misery of otliers. We hope tbe*penett^tiDg eye 
of justice will detect these hardened villains; we are sdre that her a^ can 
uever infiict more deserving punishment than is due to such nfamoul taisv ' 
preants, Nothing now, under any pretence, can be offered in extenuation; 
Mce places are oppoiiitcd for the reception pf sueff goods as may not be in 
t£e po^ifi^'^^n or under the controiil of its lawful Wnet^. 


So far as we have been able to ascertain, thirteen inercantile establish^ 
ments, and ntnong them the extensive concerns of Hart, Robbinson, and 
C^o,; Hunters and Co.; Peter Henderson (late^lJaraes Macbraire and Co.;) 
Baileys, Job, and bross ; ^Parhci;, Cheever, and Co.; W. 6. Thomas; 
Attwood and Haynes; Peter le^Mesurier, and at least ISd dwelling'^ 
houses, occupied by nut less than 1100 persons, %ive been consumed; 
nnd it is calculated that the ansount of property destroyed cannot be less 
than from four to five hundred thousand pounds. In^ consequence of a 
Pruclamatiou issued by his Excellency tjie Governor, all vessels and boatli 
pre prevented from leaving this port till the quantity of pi^visions in the 
town be ascertained ; j[bis we'arc in hopes will have tlie*fiod effect of 
'' securing to the conimunity whatever may be yet remaining, but^ that itselfy 
the addition of what is expected, will not, we apprehend, be near 
sufficient to sT.pply oqr wants, till our navigation opens in the spring of the 
year. In addition, owing to the quantity of fuel consumed, there is a 
scarcity of that viduabie article. Thu maior part cf our printing materials 
having been destroyed, the proprKtur of the Mercantile Journal has, with 
|ppat offered us the use of bis types, &c. 


ANOTU£B CALAMITOUS FlIlE. '■ 

From the‘Mercantile Journal, November ti, 1817 * 

About half'past three o’clock this morning, just as we were about to pot 
pur paper to press, we were alarmed by a sigjjfnl for fire; and we have now 
the painful task to record, after a short lapse of time, another extensive and 
4tstressing conflagration. It appears that the fire was observed in the pre¬ 
mises of Messrs. Hole, Reed, and Co. in Wpter>street,"and soon extended 
its ravtqtes to ^e westward, as far as the house of Mr. Q. Buwring, on the* 
upper side, and tiie store of Mr. R. Nevins, on tha lower side, where, by 
very powerful exertions, it was stopped in its westerly direefcon, but epo* 
tinued advancing eastivard until abouC^alf-pasPbine o’cbck„^y whicij time 
i; had burnt the premises of Mr. James Clift, where great'texertions wer^ 
required, and were happily exerted, to sar|c the premises of Messrs. Perkinit * 
and Winter, upon which depended the safety of the whole range of houses 
pn the Church Hill, on the upper side, aiuT the stores of Messrs; Trim- 
sninghains and Co. on the lower side, just w^re the late fife #as'stopipied 
in itsiprogresB westward; all of which buildings narrotsly escaped op the 
Tth iifstaat. c » *• 
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Thus a great part oT the western half of the town, whidi we oontina* 
plated as a sbelt^ for the then distressed, is l%*(f in adtes, and nllhi^. 
families have to lament an^ feel the painful distreilt of a second time beli^ 
burnt out of their dwellings in th^ short s'pace of fourteen dSys—by whae 
mrtins many of them will had shelter jn the^pproacbing winter, we are at 
a lo^ to conjecture, should they even be fortunate enough to have the 
aaedih'of pursbasing necessaries. 

In this hasty account we cannot enter fully into particulars, nor can we 
at this shut t notice pretend to estimate the aggregrate amount of the 
damageddne : the very extensive stores and dwelling of iVlessp. Cunning* 
ham. Bell, and Co. and those of ^lessrs. Hule, Reed, and Co. i{^o and 
Sons, Mr Robert Neiins, Mr. James Clift, Mr. John Burke, and several 
other mercantile establishnu'nts, have fallen a sacrifice to the devouring 
hames; the dwelling-house, shop, &c. of Mr< Nevins, were preserved. 

Various conjectuies are a float as to thft cause of this disaster, but we 
will not at present htfsard an oginion.* We have great confidence that the 
Proclamations ul his Cxcelleiicy tlic Gmernoi, and the decisise measurrs 
adopted by the Civil Autlioiitics, relative to depredations committed on the 
'properly of suflerers in the late file, will have the cfTect of preventing, in a 
great degree, similar atrocities on the present occasion. 

4 * 

REVENUE. • 

Tng following is the produce of the revenue from the 10th of Octofier 
to the 26th of December, 1817, with the roiresponcj^ng per^d in 1816 

Produce from the 10th of October to the 26th of December, 

1816 .7,977,306 

Produce from the 10th of October to the 26tli of December, 

1817 ...8,588,669 


Being an increase of_..........._............. 611,363 

In the excise duties there is an increase beyond thS correspond¬ 
ing period last year of....... 180,970 

Stamps, an incj ease of ...._...._........ 212,094 

Incidents, an increase oP .......................... 264,569 


657,623 

4n the customs there i-> a sm<ill decrease of ........ 23,260 

}n the post-oflice a decrease of.................. ^3,000 —46,260 

• - |- 
• • lotal. ,£611,363 

.• • • • * • 

la the acQUunt of the priKluce of the levcnue for the peiiod of 1816, u 

not incladed the receipt upon Urn geneial .nticie of excise, nor the stamp 
dutiev for the last week, the.receipt upon these branches of revenue not • 
faavmg been paid into tlie Exchequer, on account uf the holiday*', till the 
subsequent week; theicfore, from the above iiiciease should be deduotfCd 
the sum af abput 320,694/i leaving the increase 200,609/. 
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» ' Tb TBE 

IPIiAGO jFlCfiflJ CAP|XlNS;' A9i li^THElt DFPtCEffil 

OF THE ROYAL NAVY, ‘ ^ 

tHE CAPTAINS AK0 OFFICERSlI^ 

< * 

OF TBE east INDIA COMFANY’S SBIFS, , 

' • ^C. ^C, IfC. ^ , 

dENTLEUEN} 

commen^ifig the XXXIXth Volume of the Naval tlEROiiicttf ai 
Proprietor of the Work, I feel it due to your Constant and liberal sup- 
jiort to return you, in additibn to the Editor’s acknowledgments in the 
Preface to the preceding Volume, my peiFonal an4hore especial thanks. 
I'he patriotic views with which tlie Publication was first instituted, I have 
Invdriably adhered to; and, by admitting all the arguments offered on both 
Sides of every public question, have, I trust, evinced my unbiassed and im* 
partial zeal for the public good, dear of all paity or personal considerations* 
i'he strenuous exertions made to promote science, and to rei^td useful dis* 
covrics,—to point out and advocate, and sustain, useful and neecssary 
provemeiits and alterations in our naval system; all which have been greatly 
forwarded, and many of them originally suggested, in the pages of the 
Naval Cdbovicle will I trust still farther recommend it to pbblic 
patronage. In recording the services of the Officers of the British Nuvy« 
Do 4nan’s chaiarter has suffered under the Editor’s rcniaiLs—but tndjA, 
through his means, have been bi ought fornaid, to public iioticq, imd 
their fair fame handed down as examples to posterity. His ambition 
has been to promote their best interests, and he trusts to their fiberat 
End zealous support as the essential foundalion of his labours {ia^theiil* 
Service. 

^ Jt is on this open ground that I also rest my claim to the genetal BtipporC 
of the Officers of the British navy, in keeping still open a Chronicle to re¬ 
cord their services, and to advocate their interests^ But sThile thus 
fertng my request, I hope not to be mistaken as^ using the langci^e of 
complaint. I am happy an<| proiid'^n acknowledging the coufitenanee and 
support of ffiany of the f||g, and other superior Officers ^f Che Biitilh 
Navy, and mean no more than to state tlie ground of my request, thkt the 
patronage of the higher ranks of the profession may be stilt morie geoeraly 
as to them the price of the publication cannot be an object. 

To the inferior Officers, I hope I have only,to suggest tlie ea^ ternn oti 
"fvhich, by a small individual subscription, one, two, or moresieopies, ac- 
Conflng to the rate of the shipt might* be received, to render ti|ilii«eeptK)a 
|(liieial throt^hout the British Navy in ^npiniKion< , 
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T||^i1m Navnl of the Ean todia Ckmipimy'f Seruc^ tod Uli lit 
li^rdnnt Service generally, I respectfully recomme^ the NaviL Cbrohs* 
Ci:,B*as a worl^of demand^ %nd Interest in the East and Wert Ii^iei, an^ 
dirooglioi^ the whole of'''the*British Coletfest AdSI at the sme time en* 
gage«pn my part, that, no means, whether of labonr or expense, shall be 
omit!||||p render the Naval. CnaoNictB a Work wort)|y of tbepatronagi 
and Support here solicited by, '•> • 

« OCKTLBBCEH, . 

Your most obedient SesraiK, ^ ^ 


^Navar CwaonrcLE Office, 
lit Januaiy,^8tlf. 




CORRESi>ONDENCE. 


On the Incredse ^ our Naval Forvf. 

Letter I. 

SIB. EDITOR, lit Septemberf 181T. 

TN a former letter, I addressed some remarks to your naval readers, on 
JK the necessity which seems to exist in the present state of our navy, 
Ipoking at that of other powers, for rendering it*more numerous and 
deceive, by an increased degree of vigour and exertion in our dock*yardsi 
nor, I think, will tins be denied; for if it is nof at present absolutely 
n^essary, it must at least be allowed to be expedient, as our number of 
ships is now so greatly below the amount we possessed at the end of the 
war, and which we required,* to cope with the fleeA and squadrol^ of our 
enemies. But, it will be said, admitting all this, iu the present state off%*- 
;|naiices of the country, however willing ndniaters may be to rebuild and 
•repair a formidable naval force worthy of Britain to possess, yet we cannot 
at once rush Into the^great and unavoidable expense necdlsary to accum* 
pUsb this objjpct, however desirable it may be. My purpose, therefore, is, 
not to propose thg imipcd^te completion of mighty work, for it admits 
not iSf being^onc in one year, but must be the work of many, but only to 
aromaienceKipul'ations, and that on such a scale, as shall, if happily perse¬ 
vered in, give us at the end of beh or a dozen years, what every Englishman 
who glories in his country’s greatness will desire to se&—a Navy>-able to 
resist add to overcome the qnited power of the world. For this purpose I 
would propose that our naval estimates shall hene^orth be freimKl widi c 
view to ps^vide not only for the repeirft.of a certain number of sMps Whidi ‘ 

0 - - * ««« -iAk ^ 
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CMi^.convebientljr taben into dopk, but for layJrij; dovrp sucli a noiql^r of 
line»of>bt(ttle ships and/rigates, ns* will allow at least tie or seven iH 
dormer, aiid'ten or twebre of thedatter, to be launched ^noally ; and in 
order to pr^’ent the ^pl coQse^ences invarjhbly found fS .result from 
building too rapidly, of unseasoned timber, T think Uio tjme ibestowed 
on building ships of the line may be computed at four years, and for^ fixates 
three; so that in ol'der to launch annually the number of ships pre^osed, 
(viz. six or seven ol'the line), twenty-five would be required to he always 
on the stocks, and progressively advancing; and of frigates, thirty-six. 
The next ednsideration, however, comes to be, whether the royal dofsk- 
yards are equal to the preparation of such numbers, without entirely ex* 
eluding the ships requiring repairs : if, indeed, it should unfortunately be' 
the case, that this could not he done, I must observe, that as few line of 
battle ships are required during a period of peace, it is to be hoped that, in 
the course of a very sliort lime| many of them needing repairs will be put 
out of hand; and although I am not exactljt* certain ii to* the number which 
could then be worked upon, as ^the establishments of the dilFerent yards 
now stand, yet I would hope, that there could not be any great dithcnlty 
in making such increased exertions, as would he requiredio effect all I have 
ventured to'recommend ; for at present I believe there are nearly twenty 
ships of the line on the stocks, ‘and very nearly tl)c iiumlier of frigpites I 
have mentioned, viz* sb, have been named and ordered to lie laid down, 
although it is not meant, 1 fancy, to work upon the whole at once. Bjatbe 
plan now prcq’oseif (and I am sure it will not be considered too ialfl), 
whilst a great, and I liope a durable, addition to our navy would be annu¬ 
ally made, I am inclined to think the increase of expense would iirtt be 
found to be so great as at first sight might be expected; it would princi¬ 
pally consist in the timber and naval stores required for properly constru^- 
ing the new ships; aid no one will deny the pressing necessity which exists 
for a new, and better system, in building slops fot lihe royal navy ; so tliint 
they may not he heredo~day, and gone to-morrow, ns wc have found, to uur 
* cost, to have lately been the case. What is now done, should at any rate 
be well done; and the ships now built, whether few or many, be su^h as 
may prove calculated |o stem the ocean’s stormy billows, if required, for 
years to come. These hints, Mr. Editor, I send you, not presuming on my 
Wn ability to direct those in power on this subject, but hoping they may 
lead others more able to advise, to give their opinions, on a subject of |uch 
vast and incalqnlable importance to the whole British empir^ and, Sift-tP 
should not do justice to iny own feelings, were I U neglect again bearltij^ 
testimony to the great exerUoiis winch the present Board of Admiralty are 
making, not only to repladb and repair our shl^, attfar'hs tlv* meang com¬ 
mitted to them will permit, but alio to correct and eradicate those errors 
which must have crept in and prevailed during a long cotilipuance of war. 
Let them, then, persevere in this great and qecessary work ; assured that; 
their exertions will nut pass unnoticed, nor unrewarded, if the tettidiohy of 
af^robation, that best reward, from alt loverj of their country, and from 
ail interested in th6 welfare and prosperity of the naval profesfion, nay bA 
considered a reward, it must*l thiuk, tte bigiily gratifying to 
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I liipe Sir, thnt.Qur days of distress.and moonuog are gone mi. 
cbn a long and prosperous period of peace airaits our stilt bap]:^ 
Bhgiand ; so ^at by makinftdue and* adequate preparation now of a navy* 
worthy of'Jior greatness, thetiritish Lion^f again,H^sed, mayotill be able 
to dash off the assailing foe, ns the rock of Gibraltar does the united waters 
of th%4tlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea. 


r. 


TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE LORD MELVILLE.'* 

On Impramentf its Evils, avd Consequences—Its gradual Abolition recom- 
mended ; and Plan for rewarding and encouraging Seamen suggested. 


“ Tben,1Le this trufb the star by which wr strer* 
Above all else, our Coaatry«we hold dear.*' 


The wise and active conquer difficulties by daring to attempt them. 

MY LORD, • 81st Dec. 1817. 

* 3| AM induced to address your Lordship again on this important subject^ 
^ from perceiving that there is considerable hopb entertained by 
Mr. Urquhart, and the other friends to the abolition of impressment, of its 
being submitted to the consideration of Parliament, and referred to a Com¬ 
mittee in the course of the ensuing Session. I sincerely hope, that in this 
et^ectation they will not be disappointed, bat that their patriotic exertions 
will be zealously supported by the great body of merchants and ship-owner^ 
countenanced by yonr* X.ordship and the Board of Admiralty; and I am 
lure applauded by the nation at large. To make any*ra&h or inconsiderate 
changes, my Lord, is far from being my wish, aim, or object; all that is 
warned, is a dispassionate inquiry into this subject, and not nn it only, but 
on the general nature of our jparine laws, and maritime policy ; suid I need 
QOt remind your Lordship, or those interested in these great and important 
inquiries, of the beneficial consequences which have arisen, or of the great 
improvements which Imve taken place, from the able, and admirable 
reports otv ot^r interesting and important national questions, which have 
Certainty done immortal honour to the parliament, and which will render 
Us. >nnals olid reenrefs memorable ip English history: these, my Lord, I 
presume to Say, aflbrdid suit and infallible pledgt of wbatmiglil be expected, 
were a similar plan now pursued with regard to impressment. 

. We have been long accustomed, my Lord, to man our fleets in time of 
war la a great measure by nieans of it; but in times of quiet like the pre¬ 
sent^' it.surely will not be considered n useless inquiry, if we attempt to 
disdover some preferable, some less cruel, and also more efiicient plaa/or 
raising melt for-the royal navy, Of the grievous hardships and many evils 
arising the system of impre'isiftent, it & 1 think quite unnecessary to 
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wjjr^fnon, than tiiat they are weU jkoowo to all from <^ription (aad Uls 
not'easy to exaggerate ki this case)! and to many, eeiy many, from actHd 
m^rieoce, 6r ocular dOmonstration :■ every faiftiane miikd^ therefore, aikl 
a ^Ip^t proportion, I holieve, <of our naval officers, must be, and I ani^;afr« 
vinced are, very desirous to see other measures adopted for getting smunen, 
less revolting to tlie best feelings of our nature, and ffir more congeinjal to 
tlie principles of Englishmen. The natural and unavoidable (^ooseqllences 
of impressment, if war continues long, are, desertion. Now, if we nar¬ 
rowly examine into all the circumstances, cau this be much wondered at; 
for seamen pressed'into the service, and retained in it for an indefinite 
number of years, to which they can observe no approaching end, perhaps, 
tpo, subject to severe and rigid discipline, nay, to tyrannical and oppressive 
conduct on the part of their superiors, must becume restless, tired, 
and disgusted. 

These disagreeable consequences were felt, my Lord, jn a more especial, 
manner, towards the end of the late war*; they wefe no doubt increased 
and aggravated by th6 seductions of our trans-atlantic enemies; but to no 
other cause can the desertion of so many seamen be asijribed; except lo 
thebe, from all others, it is inexplicable: but this was not all; it Is' 
also certain 'that such desertion unfortunately contributed, eminently con-' 
tributed, to the mortifyhig, altliough short-lived success of the American 
navy; and you must no douht recollect how inferior were thp crews of 
many of our men of war at that time, to what they were at an cariher 
period of the f^ng-pro^racted struggle we were then engaged in; the general 
voice of indignation which was heard throughout the nation, at these unex¬ 
pected triumphs on the part of this new rival on the ocean, your Lortfship 
tfanuot yet have forgotten. I hope it will not soon be forgotten; for we 
ought to be ready and prepared to renew the contest when called on, apd 
with the fullest and most decisive effect. But let us only look back so far, 
iby Lord, as to ensure our now looking around with attention, and moris 
than ordinary circumspection ; let us not allow either a negligent indiffer¬ 
ence, or irremoveable prejudices, to lay such fatt hold of our minds, as to 
render us spell-bound^ alike deaf to the voice of reason, patriotism, or posi¬ 
tive etperienee: for, my Lord, if we arc found in an unprepared state, 
^ben the trump of war shall again sound (and who can tell how soon), 
either (irom across the Atlantic, the Baltic, or tlie'Channel, be assured we 
s3utU reap the bitter fruits of our neglect, and the trident of the oceatt'^i _ 
e^eposed to be tom from our grasp. The trident of NeptuP# EngiishdM 
have long been accustomed to consider theirs by b^tli-right; it was won 
by the blood qnd valour of ^heir forefatl^S> under Russel, Uawke, and 
Boscawen, preserved by that of their fuhers, u^er Rodney, HoiSe, 
St. Vincent, and Duncan; and for which tee are ready to fight, .and, like 
Nelson, to die: but, my Lord, it is no plaything, no useless toy, but a 
great aiid serious chnige, and Heaven forbid* it should ever fall inyo.the 
^nds of thme presiding at the head of our naval affairs, who did not 
slsid duly appreciate, all the magnitude and responsibility of tl^eir eba^e, 
iovoivlng both the higliest honours anc^ dearest interests of their country. 
Ill your haodg, my Lord, and that of your able professional assistants^ i 
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llbink^it is saf« j butjire tnust watch over^ acd fowr^ it) la >our most p«. 
cioos treasure, coveted and desired by-man^ rivals. • 

In a forAierJetter, I toolc^ihe liberfy'of 8U|^e9tio%, that by perhaps cou>* 
the limits of impressment to seamed wHb had%at already terved their 
oooBtry for seven years, one important step would be made at least towards 
its geoeral abolition. I esteem it to be a clear and todispeosable duty and 
obligation in every seaman, to serve in the navy for a cetfain limited period 
in tsme of War; and the regulation of thi$ period, and other requisite 
•aeoaragements, to be given to seamen who enter the navy and continue in 
It, are, I humbly think, the great points to be taken into consideffltion; 
and I trust, my Lord, that the necessity being proved, neither useless 
delay, nor cold indifference, will be permitted to withhold, or prevent that 
inquiry which circumstances demand. With this hope, I shall proceed ta 
state my ideas as to the plan of encouragement necessary to induce a volun* 
tary entry into thesna^^y, and a continuance of seamen in the service; for 
although oor gallant tars are *ever ready to fight ^the battles of their 
country, and to come forward at the begitining of a war, yet to require 
their unlimited aervices, without bolding forth adequate inducements, 
appears to me more than can be rtiasonably expected ; the present pay is 
oo doubt sufficient for present wants, but 4 provides not for futurity, nei> 
(her is it at all equal to the wages in the merchant service in time of war. 
We^have besides the actual experience of the consequences resultiog from 
the-present plan, as the desertion of our men, and their* reluctance to re¬ 
enter on the peace establishment, have fully brought <hem before our eyes. 
If, 4 ) 60 , something more is necessary, perhaps the following new regnla- 
tions, or similar ones, might be found worthy of consideration. 

1 have already said, that every British seaman is to be considered as 
bound to serve his country iu time of war fora certain period, say for seven 
ygars; to eveiy seamnii who enters a bounty ought certainly to be given, 
iigher than has yet been in use; after the expiry of that period, on re* 
entry, on tTierease of wages,* of at least 5s. per month to able seamen,^, 
ot^ht to be allowed ; and at the conclusion of the war an anuoal bounty, ' 
dr retaining half-pay, of 5l. or 61. per annum, be bestowed on et'ery man 
who has behav'ed well, and ftrved seven years. By this means, my-Txird, 
the country will, I think, well and effectually reward the former, and 
teeure i\\e future services of our invaluable race of seamen; for in times of 
• pedbe this small pension will be of great consequence to them, when em- 
||jjl$red in Ih^'merchant service on reduced wages; and by judicious regula¬ 
tions, there yrould bemo more difficulty in securing their future services 
when required, than there«wil4.*by a similar rflrangement of*half*pay pen¬ 
sions* very wisefy made, with respect to'Jietty and warrant officers, at tiie 
•conclusion of the late war. The Only great objection to it, is the expense; 
and m our present situation, wbein reduction and economy are so imperi¬ 
ous necessary, to speak oPincrease may be deemed rash; but, my Lord, 
why slibuld not the droit% of Admiralty be employed to such a noble 
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putpos6<>«t»y I verily Mieve, thdc legitimate and’proper purpose ? or wliy 
ehould not a per cmlagi be retained from all prize*moDey—>it would, in Tact, 
*be only laying it up* for our seamen until they more required it.' 

It eertaii^y is nvy opinion, bny Lord, ns well as that of many otliers wall 
acquainted with naval affairs, that a plan of this kind would be found effsc* 
tuni for securing the services of a sufficient number of seamen for the royal 
navy during ordinary wars, without having recourse'to impressment, or at’ 
any rate not extending it to those who liad previously served the appointed 
time of seven years: it must also be very evident, that the hardship of it’ 
woulir”l)e greatly diminished; for I hold it not the service, but the 
Juratim of that service, together With some otlier well understood 
grievances, which a fixed system of commadd would greatly, if not entirely 
remove, that produces the real and serious evils of impressment. If it 
can he shewn, iny Lord, that these evils are capable of diminution, I 
need not say that the country will naturally expect /.he Admiralty tO' 
adopt such measures as may promote an eAd so benevolent, and sn fraught 
with advantage, honor, and Purity to the nation. Let only proper 
inquiry he made into this matter, and 1 ask no iiiore. The most fit place 
for such investigation as it must prccede’any change in our maritime policy, 
is the House of Commons; in p Committee of that Honorable House, it 
will receive the fullest oonsidcration ; before it, will be summoned those 
most experienced and c.ipable of giving the fullest information on ail mari* 
time subjects; anti, my Lord, you cannot he insensible to the exertions, 
nor to the many important facts already presented to your Lordship by 
Mr. Urqnhnri, whose perseverance ought finally to prevail. It is not for 
me to suggest to your Lord^liip what should be the conduct of the Board of 
Admiralty tm tliis occasion; if it resists the inquiry now called for so 
generally and strongly, much responsibility vmH attach to it; if, howevnr, 
the feelings of that Board are in unison with iho^ of the public, then it 
will propose and conduct such inquiry, and the merit will helong to it, of 
.^ jjrorooting and introducing, I hope, a very efficient and praise-worthy sysi 
'**‘^ 01 ^ however different from the old ; whilst the responsibility of the mcos 
sore nfiil rest where it ought, with the two Houses of Parliament. I canpot. 
doubt, luy Lord, that after a report from a- Coiiimitlcc of the House of 
Commons, composed of naval and cotnitiercial men, and enlightened 
StAtesmeii, has cmbtKlied .md detailed the tidiest inforraation on this mO'» 
luentous suhject, I cannot for a moment doubt, my Lord, that it we^^ 
then he your Lbidship's inclination^ as it would be your duty and provid& 
to carry the suggestions of that Committee into fulf,effect, b^ act of Par¬ 
liament or oiberviise, as m*iy be advised^ I ^nnot t]|>rgej, neither catt 
British seamen cease to remember, what your nobfe fath||[^‘did fur them ; 
he accomplished much, and he wished and intended to do more; you,my 
' I,urd, have the same nolle field open for, patriotic exertion ; and from 
what has already been done Loth for ^officers and men during the for,incr 
part.of your Lordship’s ad.nun)stratioii, and from the great iinprovmneutS 


,* I think the establidmient oi^aving llpnks for si-auieo in Umoof war might 
do much good to thciosclvcs aud^fannlies. 
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Hod excellent regulntiohs already introduced into the service, there can be 
DO reason to doubt lltit its honor and preiperity areyoorfreat object, aitd 
a truly noble one it is. 1 tr^ust, my Lwd, these will long be ppbeld, and 
that the glory of the Brituh navy will fong contmue undiniHiished and* 
urampaired. Thrice happy shall I be, shouTd these few observations be 
found so far deserving of your Lordship’s attention, as to lead in the 
smallest degree to a serious consideration and investigation of the subject of 
impressment generally; I am confident they may promote, and cannot 
injure, the good of my country ; its chief bulwark is its navy, and to make 
that arm of defence ascompletCf as effidentf and as Jormidable as possible, 
will be the true and best policy of the British government. Our 'Sfmies 
may be disbanded, and our ships be‘paid off; but if we do not labour to 
acquire a sufficient number of l&rge ships, and secure efficient crews, to be 
ready when wanted, we risk having the sceptre of the ocean wrested from 
our grasp. I am not an advoc-ite fur war, but X call fur activity and vigU 
lance. We should* beware ** of entrance to a quarrel; but being in, bear 
it so, that our enemies may fear^s.^ 

With these observations, my Lord, I taBc my leave, not without wishing 
your 1.01'dship and family a happy new year. May it also be Tull of pros^ 
perity to Britain; may her commefte flourish, and W councils be wise and 
successful ; this is the fervent wish of • 






On Naval Biography, 

MR. cm TOR, Z'ilh November f iBVT. 

T here is no part of your highly entertaining, useful, and interesting 
work, which I conceive better deserves the support of the public, 
and of professional men* than that of its biography, which records the ser¬ 
vices of their country's naval defenders; and 1 api certain that many 
gallant exploits have never found their way to public notice, merely from a«t^ 
disinclination on the part of those who performed them, to be the heralds of 
their own praise, or to proclaim their own gallant deeds. 

That such modesty is commendable, every one must readily allow; yet 
it is certainly to be regretted, that it should so often and so materially inter* 
fere with the introduction of valour and merit to public notice and appro* 
•t^on : it is this modesty which makes it so difficult to ol^tain any full or 
jmticuiar account of sthe biographical services of many most meritorious, 
brave, and deserving officers in his Majesty’s navy ; services which would 
adorn the pgges %f the Navd^Chronicle, ai?d immortaliz# the names of 
illustrious hcroel^to serve at once as memorials of Britain’s naval achieve* 
l-pcnts, add to point out the path of honour, glory, and distinction to tha 
rising, youthful generation, just*enteriag into all the activity of a naval life. 
Such being the advantages ot contiouing to adorn your work with the me* 
inoirs of^ eminent naval offioers, 1 trust, Mr. Editor, you will be enabled tA 
do so, by receiving the cordial support and assistance of thofe who have it 
ut their power to supply you with stlch communications, pamcuiarly tela* 
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lives to deceased officers, many of whom I could name, whose lives were 
liighiy distinguished, both as excellent men, and able officers, and yet have 
found no friend to pay this /es/, this lasting tribute to their worth. 

* Friends, indeed, are often prevented from sending you such eommunica* 
tioiis, froid believing, that except they can furnish the fullest andlaesc 
ample detail of the operations and services in which liieir friends were 
concerned, that they woitld not be considered £t|or your purpose; this, 
however, does not appear to me a well-founded obiection; as I have^ in 
perusing your work, met with many short, but still very valuable biogra¬ 
phical sketches of this kind, and I refer to two instances in particular; vit* 
thutTlF the late Captains Riou and Byron, recorded in the 5th and 6th 
Volumes of the Naval Chronicle, and which 1 atn sure will be read with 
interest by every one ; the gallant son of the latter gentleman is now a post 
captain in the same honourable service, and equally the object of esteem 
as his father was, and destined, 1 hope, to a larger career of brilliant pro- 
fes»onal services. These tributes'of regard to departed friends are easify 
bestowed, and will record the virtues and gallant deeds in arms of naval 
officers, in a far more lasting and imperishable manner, than by erecting 
expensive tomb-stones to their memory ; and I trust, whilst so many disi- 
tinguished men belonging to the naval profession are annually going to that 
bourne from whence no traveller returns, that their services tvill not be 
sufiered to fall into oblivion; hut that suniving friends will consider it 
their duty to pay this last sorrowful, yet pleasing, mark of resplert to their 
memory, and furmsh you, Mr. Editor, with materials for handing down 
their honoraltile names to posterity. If recent hisrances are wanting of 
what is required for this purpose, 1 would again refer to the more reeenlly 
'inserted memoirs of Captain 11. Whitby, and of Captain Fothergill,* in 
your last Number; but these are only two out of very many, whose me¬ 
moirs ought to appear ; and I conceive, that were my suggestions listened to 
bynuval gentlemen, few officers of post rank, or upwards (all ranks are open 
for inserU'on), would descend into the grave, without their names and 
services being adequately noticed and recorded in your biographical 
sketches; for however interesting may he the memoir^' of living officers, 
they must be always considered less pci feet than those of the deceased; 
we cannot forget, that it was a ineinnrablc part of Egyptian Wisdom, never 
to determine the characters of men before they had been sealed by the 
toinb^ this decision, when pronounced on departed nieiit, pays the full 
tribute of honor to virtues that are «o more, accompanied, no 
by the painful regret, that they can no longer display their exempli^ 
lustre. Hoping, Mr. Editor, that your support id every department of 
your useful i^ork will be in*proportion tolls mbrit, I aibi^ij^. 


^norim 


• Why is not Sir F. Parker's menwLr given ? 1 ucaa late of iheMenelaus 
frigate. 
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.•Rcufayks on the Landed Interest^ 

MB. EDXTOB, • . • •' December lOM, 1817. , 

N PT having the presumption to imagines myself infalliblei like his 
Holiness the Pope, if any thing 1 may advance in your valuable pub* 
lication should be judged incorrect % your intelligent Correspondents, I* 
trust I shall Uver be ready to listen with patience to their corrective 
Bu^estions ; and as from the imperfections and too often selfish bias of our 
notions, we may behold various transactions in a different point of view, if 
I cannot coincide in their opinions, 1 will at least give stfme reason wdiy 1 
nditere to my own. 

I must therefore own my obligations to your valuable Correspondent, 
J. C. for endeavouring to give me some more correct views of the situation 
of the landed interest in tliis Island, than ii i^poars to him 1 have hitherto 
been able to attain.g~-I certainly feel some reluctance in again noticing tho 
subject, as it must encroach on the pages of a work chiefly devoted to pro¬ 
mote the iiiaritiinc interests of Great Britain. 

I mean not to fo^ow your Correspondent in the regular succession of his* 
remarks, which might draw me to (greater length than your readers might 
desire, but merely to reply in a few observations. 

He has not proved, that after thq conimcnccment of the war of Che. 
French Kevpiulioii, while tlie funded pro[)crty of the nation was sud¬ 
denly depressed to near onc-lmlf of its value, the landed was not doubled 
in a few years. This remark was drawn furtli by obgcrvations made in a 
certain jduce, where more liberal sentiments might have been e.xpected, 

** that as the value of land had fallen, and the funds had advanced, there¬ 
fore the latter should be subject to ibe projicrty tax, while the former was 
exempted/’ It must be appa>'cnt to every one, that ibis suggestion was as 
equitable, as if the futuii^d property had said after its depression,—the land 
is doubled in value, therefore, let it pay tlie income tax, but the former 
go free.—Is there any ciror, or partiality in this asserthm ? 

In the string of items which J, C. has enumerated, to which the landed' 
interest is subject, are tlicre any to which it wa' not so previous to 1792? 

1 never should have tlioughto of comparing the fanner, at any time, to- 
the ox Heading out the corn.—If any conipailson nf this sort were judged 
necessary fur tho elucidation of the subject, perhaps, many might think it 
applicable, previous to 1815, to the suilicd ox, whose sides were 
§^|pning, and his dewlap hanging below- his knees. • 

Another expression,•which your Correspondent J. C, may have over¬ 
looked, does n*i^ound altogethc^liarinonious ii 4 my cars—“"[lyre array and 
• navy, who by gov?rnuw»l.’’—^I'his is, indeed, something in the 

ox-style; or it may he intended in the style of Sir Joseph Mawbey’s proba¬ 
tionary pig-stye Ode, for the laureate ; which pcrliaps miglit be inadvertently 
intended; as we are told afterwards, that a celebrated minister “ compared 
the commercial |nd manufacturing community to pigs in a s^yc f ” which, 
before he could touch a bristle of one, the whole were in a grunting, 

tnunchiug, and foaming uproar.’' I ^haJl make no remark on this nsscr- 

If 

i^aU.Cijron. Voi. XX XIX.. 
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ti«iD; but proceed to ootice anot)ier» mad^e by tba celebrated ipiere* 
ter; that* while the (Sttatr was ai represented, <*'tiie land-holder ** was at 
. d;M,saaie tiaie like the«QUf£T sHeae,. allowing chipeelf to .he without 

A struggle.* , ' 

The majority of your readers will, no dpubt* Sir, be reat^.to, ithv^ 
thismast have been prevjj^us to 17D2; for if vne look ateomejate traewc* 
tioMs not. a few might be inclined to compare in tbosa days, to 
bellowing bull, t^ing up the earth, and tbreatening destruction to all ww 
eCteaspted to invade his favorite haunt. 

. But, Sir, as 1 have a great dislike to comparisons that may a|qpa^ Sf^ 
castie, 1 shall only fartlier observe, that the “ celebrated oiiiiisccr's ” sqr* 
ing does not appear applicable to the present time. 

AmJ. Ci in order to elucidate his argument, has produced a string of 
queries, it may not be amiss to set others against theut, as the shortest way 
of replying.' ' * ^ 

Were not the rent- rolls of estates generally douUed between 1?^^92 and 
1808, where tiie leases expired? Where farmers held them any poo* 
.eiderable time after 1792, under former covenants, did they not beewe in 
a great measure independent, where prurience was exercised ? Generally 
throughour the kingdom, was not this mode of living changed into more ex¬ 
pensive habits ? Did not all tlfis take place amidst an increase of taxes and 
- pour’s rates, and ail imposts to which the holders of land had teen usually 
subjected ? To what cause was this prosperity and increase of wealth to 
be ascribed ^ *Was U from any new discoveries in the culture of laud ? 
Was it by the aid of agricultural reports, or chyinicai composts, that 
brought into the burn double crops ? Or was it by the increased cumiuerre 
of the country, which strengthened the nation, and caused prosperity to 
€ow tiirougli all her veins f If from the latter, as most undoubtedly it was, 
does not this most clearly point out the intimate feeling there is between 
the commerce of the country and the landed interest f Did not the shdek 
which the former received at the peace, immediately recoil tipnii the latter, 
aud paralyse its wiiolc body? Did not tiiis undeninhle fact justify the ob¬ 
servation, that if the landed inlejcst sought, or slnillseck, to improve itself 
at the expense of commerce, it would only hghtiug against itself? But 
if the nectaries of life, and especially Bread, cum only be find in this 
country, at a rate of one-third higher, or near double, to what it cau be 
purchased in other countries, must not this have a luttiiifcst tendenpy to 
depress and shackle commerce ? . , , 

* It is true, the landed interest can exist without' commerce; but^by'no 
means in its present state of magnificence and sprendour; its priheely 
income and establishments ; in its paluces^ and retinu^thaC/valiuws, in the , 
profusion, not only of the necessaries, but of the luxuries of life ; which 
even a general officer in tlie army, or a, flag officer in the navy, who has 
notbiiig hut the pay allowed from tte country^ cannot pretend to vie with. 

I cait assure your Correspondent J. C. that I am so far from deslriag,, 
that I even' have not the most distant wish iliut the iand% interest should 
.ootbavs a remunerating price for its produce; but what, that itemuneration 
; ^hgbt to b«^ may be the cabse of onions widely difierent.«>Did not Sir 
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1. Omtiim, wlien ilit corn bill was under discnssiog, iissert, that himieif 

for* 
shn-. 

it BO 

hi(^ aiit no# stands, the; would appear as legislating for themselves, and 
not 'for tfie general got^ of ^he country ? Of ihliftruth of this observatiuiif 
fo#iinpArtial*mirtds niR have any doubt; and as to the measure, that is 
the com bill, harbfg" only bi^otigHt forth a mouse, the greater pert of 


and many^otbers would think' theihsdves strongly enough protected 
just reindtiefotflni, if foe inlportation'rfotHctbn extended to strf^sia’ 
lin g * p e r quarter ? Was it not observed bwothers, that by nahing 


the community may be disposed, not’ only to think, but to assert, frotB the 
tAlbjlbrty of resjliectable evidence, that it has'lirougliC forth a swi^ of 
devouring fWts<--dE!ow your Correspondent can make it appear, that com 
has been cheaper ever since the corn bill was enacted, is beyond my poecr 
of comprehension. Was it to be expected that its operation coufat be 
Histantaheons ar the lightnin<4 ? Did it not ^require time to have proofof 
its effects? If it evere a bad harvest jn this country last year, so was te 
generally throughout Europe; ybt it is asserted, that the foreign wheat of 
tliat year’s growth, imported from the Baltic, after being wareliouscd'in 
jiondon, and all ofiargcs paid, qpst but shillings the quarter, lip 

then, the remunemtidg price of the Baltic landlord and farmers were 
sliillings in a year of Scarcity, what ou^ht those in this’country to 
receive ? 

When the difference of taxation is tRIowed, ought not this in justice to 
he the standard ? J. C. asks, if I am aware, with ibe^preseiit enormous 
(pressure upon the land, what a quarter of wlieat cosjs the grtaver?”—The 
raodp of asking this question is cnieuiated to excite alarm, as if some fear¬ 
ful secret was veiled fiom the eyes of the people, and the land only groaned 
under the einbarrassuicot which has assailed and oppressed all ranks of the 
community; and none more than the commercial, although it may not 
have l>een loudest in it^ complaints. Instead of giving an opinion of my 
own, I shall answer this question by the declaration of several intelligent 
and respectable farmers, who held estates at double* the rent which had 
formerly been paid, that is within ilie period of fifteen years, besides 
being subject to all outgoings but the property-tax. These men declared ' 
they would be perfectly satisfied, could they obtain sixiij-seven or sixty-six 
shillings the quarter, without looking for any deduction of rent. Again, I 
am asked, if I “ expect it afforded to the public for less than its original 
^coiH?” This question implies so much injustice of expectation, that it 
deserves tio answer. Those whom the landholder may think are bound 
quiescently to coincid^l in his opinion of a remunerating price, may not all 
be so disposed, ‘‘ the rich, wj^o can aftord^to pay a rewarding price,’* 
eatimUted bjf^tlie landholder, may nut object; 1 am sure those of the army 
.and navy .who are in (his class will have no objection to render justice to 
their fellow-subjects; neither vviU the whole body, as far as they are able. 
But.when it is considered, Umt there are thoiisiinds in the army and navy 
* whose pittance of half-pay docs not exceed ninety pounds per annum, and 
that xnaiiy^f those have families to support, can it be matter of surprise 
that they, as well as other classes the community, should earnestly desire 
to see wheat ut foree pounds per quarter; would be an adhranoe of 
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twenty per cent, since i792. ISl/iny years since tijat.period, it has been at 
an t^dvande bf eighty,' art hundred, and even an hundred and twenty per 
,cent.; and for the twoplast.yeafs'has been Iroift eighty to an hundred.,,, 

I agree With J. C. that niurh of the profits eactorted from the puhjiqf fbr 
the produce of land, especially corn and butchei's meat, has nut come into 
the pocket either of the fafiner or landlord. This is an evil which calls 
loud for exaqniination and legislative interference ; ,'«ud nutflirtg more ao, 
then the.itianner oV determining the pridb of corn at Mark-lane. If report 
be bht near the truth, nhe scenes th^c transacted ought to be unvelledr 
andjjto nation ncrlonger left a prey to the unfeeling extortioner, aiid ava¬ 
ricious griper; to the soul absorbed by the love of gain, which would 
smile at a starving population, could it enrich itself. None ought to be 
more intent on exposing such acts than the landholder himself. 

Estimatiug the gross rental of the kingdoin at thirty millions, and the 
poor!s rates at t'en millions,” your Correspondent tlien inquires, does not< 
the landholder give up to the poor o/ie-third of liis income ?" This, if true, 
would certainly be an immense sacrifice. But perhaps it w’ouid be nearer 
the truth to estimate the nett rental of thi^ kingdom at,more than thirty^ 
millions, clear of poor’s rates and tytlms.' Tor, have not the rental of 
lands and houses been generally doubled ? and almost every wliere con¬ 
siderably advanced ? And has not all ibis increase of rental been dic- 
cltarged by the occupiers, besides poor’s rates and tyllics, and generally ail 
imposts whatever, the land and property taxes excepted ? 

Long befo.'e*^lVfr. Pitt’s death, the rental of houses was estimated at six 
niillious. Cannot the iiilmbiturs of houses in every city and town beat; tes¬ 
timony to their advance of rent, besides defraying tlie pour’s rates ? liow 
then does the landholder pay them ? Sliall we be told that he woidd receive 
more rent, if the poor’s rates were less ? this would be a mere deception. 
Is it not evident that the owner of houses and land, when his iciital is 
advanced, clear of all imposts hut those to which all other classes of die 
community are subjeCt, must be a gainer to the amount of the advance ? 
Is it not also evident, that an annuitant, of equal income, who formerly 
rented a house, sit any sum, but wlio afterwards paid oiie-liiilf more, be¬ 
sides an advance of poor’s rates, window tax,t and In.use duty, must have 
been deficient every year by tlieir ag^ieguie amount, bc'^ides being subject, 
equal w ith his luudlord, to all tiie advance on the necessaries of life ? 
V/ho then had a right to make the loudest coinplaiiit ? “ , 

Every one aoquuinted with past event!) must uilow, that from the «nor- 
luous nrivance iii.ii had taken place on ail tiie produl^e'of land, the cager- 
iiesss with which agricultuii^ts sought after estates; tlieir worrying ciue 
uiiuther at auctions, and undeniiinmg one another by those sly gripers 
sealed tenders, and fioin tiiose causes the enormous advance thatdiad been 
given 6n rents, that whenever tiie doors of^commerce were closed, wliich 
'^'ve life an^ vent to all these tiansuctioiis, au immediate revulsion was to 
be expected. 

The case mentioned hy J. C. respecting the poor’s rates, apppats rather 
singaliir. 1 knew a parish, not many yj,ears since, altogether agricultural, 
where the rental might be near 10,0004. per au;iuai, and the poor’s rate nut 
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more tlion 150/.—LA uf hope that this fSarful Evilf) which is now preying 
upon the vitals of the country, by abettynpjjndolend'c, vice, profligacy, 
and liolding nut a lore to their eyes, will meet with*an efiectual check. * 
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Oh the MannerSi Sfc, of the Ifavy, 


UR. KDITOR, 


LondoHy Jftn. lOM, 1813. 


I N addressing you thus early in* the year, permit me to congratulate 
you, on my being able to discern, from two or three of your last num¬ 
bers, that the interests of the navy are taken up by your different Corres¬ 
pondents with more spirit, wh'le at the saipe time, their remarks are free 
•h'om tliat abuse,* wliicli characterise^ some months back, a few of tb^ 
piiblicjounials on the same suhjbct. This, Sir,is ns it should be, both equally 
advantageous to the service and the government; for the latter cannot tell 
what is, or what not a grievance, until told it is so, by those wito feel the 
preisute; and the former cannot sexpcct to have its wrongs redressed, if 
the representation be made in unbecuiniiig^languagc. 

There is a certniti respect due, crenfrom Englishmen, to men in office; 
as there is, also, a reciprocal respect dCc from them, towards all those who 
are in any way cnimerted with their authority. A vioigtigii of respect on 
cither side, iiatnrnlly gcnciates a feeling uf correspofiding coiftcmpt on the 
other. But, to return to the position from whence 1 set out, 1 must again 
repeat, that 1 congratulate you on the spirit of your Correspondents, and 
particularly on a very able advocate in your Inst number, who signed him¬ 
self 71 H. and who, 1 think, professed not to belong to the navy. This 
geutieiTinii, while he takes up the subject on the side of ** the wooden- 
walls,” has told you, like a true-hearted Englishman, that he “ loves to see 
our military patriots honoured and rewarded,” &c. In short, the whole 
letter does equal honour, both to the head and the heart that composed 
^ it; and it gives me sincere pleasure, observing, as every one must, that the 
Gentlemen of England” ffre getting more and more alive to the ueglect 
of our natural defence; our defence on the ocean. 

It Is this circumstance alone, which augurs well for the future prospects 
, oP*the British navy, and which renders useless, my insisting upon some 
topics that 1 had otherwise intended. The great inisfortiTnc of the navy, 
ill my estiiqption, h^ been the indifference with which they have looked 
•upon their own ^cgradatjpn, and with wliiflh each rank bas viewed the 
interests of those below it; not considering the whole, but a part; and 
. not coiisidcTuig, that what wounds a limb, must ultimately be ruinous to 
the body. Not considering, Uiftt the more respectable the midshipman, 
the- more respectable muse be the lieutenant; the more dignified the 
‘ captaiir, the mure dignific^ will be the admiral. Fur it is impossible the 
top of a building can stand upon nothing; there must be a foundation, 
and the more solid the latter, the higher tb^former may be raised. Upon 
this principle, the pay, which is. now so generally complained of, would 
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ffMi titoBinty iocFMuc; beewM^' if (be lefy Wilt adfcer w«i «di peldr 
tfnKNOt «b«M 1am jo bub* CMwsqeeutt^ be Mt (ifctwbo; md tliM, 
*to 0 oeeW^t jt oon^nroe opinnie M tbe iMff um f k oMuld, in foot, 
fay iloe^ent^ Ht mota elfooRy ptiM B'bkb yn 

nowr «a;ii6|i*. bke pUee mem freqaently. But ^ ormy Jn.tbit^ Mt 
jodeetf, ^ Wepy dther ihingi, is on Maumle for iji)l||^tio«}, Ybo never fidd 
t bb ce l o n dl'Ido prond to walfc wiU^%e drao* 

spppiprting that «n$ig^^ faisjoii'bftd'|||i^^ fltuiue; or .igaimt aisooieting 
llitn, prond^ fail coodtret be-cofi^t oil oicnsUMis: by wjuqfa 
■MlSa tbe eitsigo hM an oppnrtouiiy of bnilating tite langoaffu a(^ teen* 
ndti of bis euperioBs, has no laduoenient to mix in low company^ or to 
inaJfii^tMe of vulgarity, by which alone he it able to shine, where there •! 
veither j|ge, elK^ profligate age, check, er decorum. If it was otherwise 
in (be Bni^,Wcre would be the wonder if courtiers should 6iu| the officers 
c df 'service, to be any thing but .geiukmeui If chti fountain-head be 
• in^fb, what will be the urcam that flows from it f Tell me your 
company* end I'll tell you wim you are?” may scive to illustrate the 
foregnhig observations. Let the navy, 4wi>, while u so1r<>its the redress of 
existing ehuses, on the part of the goxernment, set about, at the same 
tiiae^ redressing those, nhictii they thetriselves hair cTiaied. Lrt the 
admirals niid cnptains who have the bonpur lu be i mphiycd iluung the 
peace, endeavour to introduce a refornii iiiih respect to fhe yonng 
getitledsen, whib!> they may very well aocomphsh. Swrel), ^ii,it is the 
wuh of every naval officer to see the service, of which he is a member, on 
M Mspeetable a footing as possible. i(nd if this he the case, let every 
one hi bis individual enpadty, study not only in his own conduct, hut also 
in inflaeBcing (he conduct of others, how to increase its honours nOt only 
ou tbe ocean, but oo the land; and not only in his own person, buf^ in thb 
person of every member of tbe service. 

In saying thus nvxch, [ by no means wish lo have it thought, that 
officers of rank, are not as much arcomplished m the navy as in tbe 
army; but, tbe manner of associating on board, has unforiniHUely thrown 
off that restraint, which ought contiuu.dly to be exercised over b(^ and 
very young men. ' 

Neither do I wish to see the nnty all Cbesterlie||||s; there is n becoming 
roughness in the pndbsstoit, which is, perhaps, no( only propi^r, but even 
pleasing in soc^y. Bet, what I particelorly object to, is, that inj|<|sli|pmeii 
and very young lienleipsata should, in order tonbeVb timt they bjHbA| to • 
liiglily honounible proWIoii, maie use nf*(heVery and-dloil vdigar 
idioms of ,|lie'men tliey witi intended to comnirnd. ^ ^ 

It is (bi^tbat bnngs disgrace upon tlie service; jit is (ins,40 frhilfli we 
ougbc *■ reinedy; anfl, it is dljs, egomsc wh|i^ f have been 

wrhmig. 1^ -fant tbe youagsters-of the o»iy msociate oUb (heir st^rionb 
and safe sli^ treiy soon see a great clteratKmYor tbb bettor* Tfatets sho 
Ufoocio oflinina pi » ' , 
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Mr. Georg* JfynS ijk tepfy Mr* tTrq[uh»t. 

JL* SbippiQg Cg)l|i»iu«< nonuM vri^hart, u| { Mta <lM[^|Bd 

with havirig^ w i| letter imerted in the fiikUc I^gjO^ 

October, kigjq^ e ^JjtHQwner,” gtem an ^ahmiect etmJbitot; <6f '*Amt 
passed lesfNl^^ing t|s reB^Utu|lMfiMm tbet f^otfteaenl^M'Qbc kwt 
annual Aeetiw th^ 

1 oertiuoljr ^ admit thi^^toM iNi W^^^jyveituutk did, fliiM; 
aftaa pubheation, eolujibrw /adtte 

Urquh^r iunsel^lbhi^l t»»Ww n|^ dMy^0}i^^ t^M adenntage 
of mjf ^ap<^ taithoiiii me 

consent, Mid|^ certVioW, vdry 1 da, most 

pOBiuvely denjr/tW^ O'. eai^iMTjplM^jlgh^lr^h^ B^|pd,t,. 
{iresuinption^tTwro^itett^ intf^ati^f 
or any of its tue^eta. ^ Jc was «(ritteQ and^^'ta 
paper for iniprtian, nktif I had soAi l|r. ndrert^^MRV^idiout 

d«^Uitig i^uy piftaea vhatererjW iiik<sd^ 9 S^VC^ ifr was 

it 1%loaslji rtafl by 4iy one iiet thu i^Ua^dpied ^t^r^w^veiV 
tlierijiMig^ utoy hi its <(^ss, Itely mn acwauntaUe^fertlli^ AndS^uia 
be »e« iht^n i)Mn o*er»| anj[ parfc^f 

in jusn^*Mtaches tq f|ie aldae. Hut com^rafqn 
thougii with estretndttehkcUQCeJlnpre dmn^aAjp marety-^^ngnalbne, to 
notice Ml. tJ.’B address; for, witliout jihdlttiAki^ mylhlf ^le fiteadltf 
inexperience,^ wludU he has Llndly ii^efad me; iSrpeitttipRi|^j^teiWwbac 
I saw and lieard at a Pub|*t Me^iu|, | tfoipkl beCtd^^Ihlci IfiSt the 
points on ivhi^ we pre atHii^, wiqb(Hk«nyj6|^meBtdim 
dectsi0i\ of^ttle geptlpeiea pres^ tba Vhd tnbdaal ibt 



for my jijiMncatioo, for % admit# |be woensistdfecy tAtewnsil;^ would 

bare been, in sancttonmg% maolnpoit 4iret!d;|r at iffiahee tvitj^ a ?rport 
which had been read aMud /j|M»t«MeWb ifipnousd If the SleMtig i fop' 
minutes bdfore. he adi|}ts, sflso, Ilnt^M^* ll^u #^4 Mr^ Oiflespj^,^ the 
oni^ gentiein|^ who ma^ aij^ vui^ons iipQb'*tlm wi%ed, |iNsj|poiieio 
the res^ipas being witjidMwn, elului^ ’(W Meatiui^^B talea by 


sarprislf^<^‘ that the qiM ti l|l ^< m wap ptwomUjij^^ ^ ^.'itettllbw gentlemen 

had suffieieiia kno«|^l4^^^^ iff^dgiPIjpin sr l»ea tb#remion 

at that t(itie,^ltli«dfGi tlxqr thought it dm^in^thw'iuhsidihd^^ 
ration ui tbu Ol^ittee**>Nh.Vet immediately Rftcr baving stptPd |b%Mr. 
fj. »ni« to <<iw grange, (^h^|idif4|i|| f ^N> 

cap only be OQn»tn)^ «| ea yyasepms ed ai iini iwiW aha 

r«ai»lutdNi.^By admt sluigiriNf l^«at ptdedM; Hr. Cr^UweteiM teiluidhl# 
'M wN N ^Wt i vr to tdlWW^ ati i enli a U Rkia y e^a j i gi»i^f ,«* - ' 

Mr. tj; dign. trntta^hau# m tihiif4W«aK hajKhsi mf ow^ 

W ill I ■ I >11—WW I I.IJII II > I «^i ^ .Ii.li.t l . «i< » i n fcin^—HW^jlill 111 I i4i|I» 7 »iIi 

* Vtig Tol. tt;tvin, page 3 d 7 . . * 
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opiniojQ) I can deny t(iac it was generally approvs^ Muting; and 
before he finishes the period, he seems desirous of furnishing me with a 
Itatisfactory answer, by4iQinedilt(n^*adding, " end I will venture further t^ 
muert for ifls information, thet nine out of ten, particularly nautical njiw, 
are decidedly for the question, though I have my doubt, if one tn ten 
Bxn^U dare publiclj/ to offer his real sentiments upon it” This observation 
will of itself, r tfi^nk, suflidently account for any misconceptton on my 
part, (if I have really formed any) respecting the setise of the Meeting 
upon his Resolutions. 

\^h respect td Mr. Urquhart’s animadversions on the conduct and pro> 
ceediiigs of the Committee, it is neither my intention, nor my province, to 
reply to them; but, 1 cannot help observing, that Mr. U.*s m^e of argu* 
ment is convenient and easy, if nut very ingenious;—be assumes, as un« 
controvertible positions, whiqh it is probable none but himself would 
admit, and then boldly deduces suph conclusions fro% them, as he con¬ 
ceives will best accord with the opinions he wishes to establish. 

The conduct of the Shipping fkimmittee, however, needs no defence of 
mine; what it has already done, and is doing, without Roving out of its 
legitimate sphere of action, to promote (he commercial and maritime' 
interests of the country, must be suBicicntly obvious to all who have read 
its annual reports, and while it continues to .act upon the priliciprcs w'hicb 
have hitherto influenced and directed all its proceedings, it v'iH possess 
powerful claiii\g,XP the gratitude and support of every intelligent and uu- 
prejudiced fiierchanttnnd ship-owner. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 



I 

On the Misuomered U. S. Ship Franklin. 

' MR. EDITOR, Bristol, 13M Jan. 1018. 

■TIE it ever remembered, that the artiflqp practised by Jotiailmn last 
war, in designating their line of battle ships to be frigates of equal 
force with ours, (winch for a time gave them a partial success over our 
small frigates, that had the temerity to engage ships every way so vastly 
their superior)) was done with a view not only to impress tlte tniiuis of 
their then allies, but that of all Europe; of their kaving attained a snpe-' 
riority over lyi in naval tacRcs. The same artifice,'is now, not only con- 
littued, but most artfully e&tended; and that m such asubtib manner, m 
not to bd liable to tfe least suspicion, consequently detection. , ^ 

^ the newspapers have just inforinod us,^thai the United States ship, the 
Franklin, & 74 gbns, has arrived at Fortiunoutlj; and, by tliqir own 
accounts, she is reported to be a two-deckcr; flush, fore and^,’ andt 
mounts 86 Sfi-pounders in three tiers. • *' 

The United State* have thought proper to rate this ship as *^4, although 
inoUDiing in a regular manner 86 gum. The fact is, be her rating whatever 
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teayjbc pleaftt^to prescribe, a .'a 44, if th^ so will it, s1|eis as 
<nnich ibperjor to our 74’s, farmed ns they now arc^ aaii Wbr'S^, than thilt 
c4^|ir|i large frigates wgre Inst war, to our stn^I Mies; abd.ip cSse a contesi 
absiaht ever singly take place between th^ijf, the result «iust lAevitably 
' ''Jbe smtiiai;. 

¥l)eir mrperiority does not proceed, as many imagine, frbm their iKips 
of a'superior W to oar's, or fruib their crews being moreJbumcrous; 
oc more efficient from disciplmc', &c .; although either of these ^iwloubt' 
ediy is productive of great advantage, however impor^nt they' cany be, 
Aren collectively, they are but secondary to the prime caus^, and'^ich 
propeetlssolaly from'their arming tlieir ships roi/A guns of a larger eaiibre 
thin me do; by which means, they discharge a heavier weight of shot than 
we; and this circumstance in an eugageroent, either by land or sea, tnost 
ever prove decisive. The importance of <h» subject, ha$.8avera( times 
•induced me to take tiie liberty of drawing your attention to it, as will 
appear by a reference to your fruly valuable Chronicle, since Jan. 1813. ^ 
In order to shew the disadjvantage our f 4’s would have to contend with, 

'/by> entering singly into a contest-with the Franklin, or any ship of this 
plass: it is necessary to state the* weight of shot thap each can discliargy 
in ^jM'oadskk—our.74's discharge only B^lbs. weight of shot, whilst the 
^ankHii discharges laS^Uhs.; admitting the nature of her guns to be 
ed|*b as they have described them, that is, of tlnsir receiving an iron shot 
' iffaghing 36lbs.: but, 1 am credibly informed, that thep.bave not a gun in 
.Ib^ service wiiose bore will receive n 361b. shot English weight, hot that 
4?-pounder, which is much too large for an iton shot of this tveight. 
Ibe same principle that actuated them in lowering the rating of their 
ships, has also induced them most artfully to designate their 4%-pounders, 
-to be only 36'pouii(lers, availing themselves of the f:\cility, that a French 
3blb. shot alTords them fur so doing, by its currt sponding so nearly in size 
witii our 421b. shot, that one (shot) gauge serves fyr both kinds of shot. 
The Franklin's guns being then in fact 43*pouiidcrs (and not 36.puunders 
English, as they would hiaYC us to believe), her broadside,amounts to 
the very great weigitt of JSOdlbs. of shot, making a diQerenpp at all tiinm^, 
and in all weathers, of mbr^than two to one against our 74’$.'. this 
formidable odds. Our 100 guu-ships, can discharge only.l2(i2Uis» of shoe 
at a broarWidc, which is less than the Franklin’s by 54411^.; making' a 
• di^eicnce equal to the weight of shot in a broadside fronii jl^r i(Myer«deck 
guns; arid, in case thn we,ather should be such ns not to permit either ship 
1^0 Use their«|Avver>deik guns, this already, ^reat disparity of force, would 
tjlmit beHti‘iAased«as two i%to onp. ii • «' , 

t The FVanklfn' is styled simply a two-decker; but, by the tibpve stpte- 
at; it appears; she'carries three more formidable tiers of guns, tbau oiir 
fiftcet l$t rate cku at preseiU pretend to, aud would enter into a ednfest' 
W^b'e'ilher of them with evfiry prospect of success, " . • 

^ ' I .U'p^, this statement will, in«'umc measure, be tiic ineani 'o^.incbTning 
tbom, whole province it is, to imincdiatciy commence r/enau>| U»e present 
HHavdl Eegulations for arming our sAips 6r,w«r; from mere lapse 

|l«Wijr0n.Yoi;xxxis. • i 



g$ COaHE8POKO£HC& * . 

• 

they have become nearly obsolete and what is worse, it\jiigtii/icant. lliey 
pught serioudy to FefleQjt on tiie peculiar hazardous state our navy is placed 
jn, by the iiftprovemei\ts adoptethhjr the Americans, toward which they 
have manifested no small atteytion and care, sO that nothing which genjus, 
^ill, or foresight could devise, toward their building, arming, and equip- 
ing, has been omitted, in- bringing their line of battle ships into their 
present state of perfection, which has rendered ^cm nearly irresistible in 
Ungle conflicts, fortvliich tiiey appear peculiarly adapted; and in the'event 
of hostilities taking place, this will certainly be their mode of lighting, In 
{>rc(jg|;cncc to thnt<of fleets; where numbers would tend to embarrass their 
manoeuvres, and in case of ah accident, might prove fatal to ^heir plan of 
operations. Let our board further recollect, that the vital interests of this 
country is In their hands, and calls imperiously on them, to immediately 
prepare ships of equal, if nut of superior force, to that of the Ame¬ 
ricans. * ^ , 

Tl>o readiest way of attaining an equalit^r, or nearly so, until ships can 
be built, will be, to select front ymong diir 74 and 80-gun ships, those that 
will answer, and have them equipped and armed as nearly as possible, to 
the American statiilnrd; and, in case jhese’classes should not atfurd a* 
sufficient number, recourse must he had to our thicc-deckcrs. 1 strongly 
reconnneud, t/iat vhalever is tnlended Id be. done, let it be done ; 

for it is evident, that t'sc Americnnis ni*e now looking forward to the time, 
when they shall he fully siijiplied with the means of siicrcssfully disputing 
with us, th^ soPPPeigiity of the ocean; and when this period shall arrive^ 
we may expect then* t.ri....ers to be the first carries of this uiiwelcuinc 
news, by sweeping our coasts, before we shall have ascertained *tliiit 
hostilities were even in contemplation: without Iliissia should, in order to 
I'orwaid her ambitious \ 'k s on Iiiri.'.i and Turkey, be tlio means of instigat¬ 
ing them to commence bostiliiies before they nic perfectly ready. 

Your obedient Setvant, "• 



JEngl(tml*s lest Dulxurks are her Wwdeai Walls t 
Then oh protect the hardy Tar, &c. 


SIR. EDITOR, Cornwall, tAth January, 1818. 

Y our nblc^CorrCIpondent, Albion, truly foretold that America would • 
soon send her Ambas.sndor to us in a line af battle ship; for oiir 
newspapers are now full of the wonderful equipmeiR of the«Trankiin at 
Poitsinouth, Her men, giias,11isciplinej#ic. andsme verya-espegtable paper 
tells us, t^mt from their stale of preparation, the Anieilean ships gor itg|t 
action with a confidence that ensures victory; and that this fliip mint* 
prove irresistible in single combat. * 

As an Englishman. I do not luhniro this, hut trust, that wiiile our glorious 
old uuion (as the gallant Broke emphatically calls it) is borne into action 


by British heart of oak, it will always he suftported by that eoilfidence we' 
Itftve lutiierto called our own.# I can w^ll believe the Frankliu is equipped 
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Jn a superior Style; and I hope eur navad men hav/ well observed her,* 
that in a future war we may be prepared to meetlicr or her^superiors, ia 
single combat or in line, * ' * * 

The Americans have acted with a wise pdltcy; they have lifted-out but 
few ships; yet avoiding the faults of their rivals, they have never sent to 
sea a single ship but what lias been every way superior to all of tli»samei 
class or denoininatiopi in every other iino’y. This they continue to do, and 
the Franklin was sent as a pattern ship to astonish us. Their ships in the 
^Mediterranean are sill calculated to raise their national importance among 
the European powers. Are they not paradedubout from port to poclT^nd 
puffed and liiiazoned in all tlie cohtincntal papers? The last American 
war should be a warning to us to have ships of every class equal to those 
o'fjiny power we may be opposed to, and I shall bo glad to hear soon that 
some Anti-Franklius arc in pro'»ress. While we had ten or twelve hundred 
sihipsin coinmissitAi, we could not expect they sliould be all well equipped 
and manned; but why should fSur small peace ebtablishinent he outshone 
by any ? As it is small it should be well tboseii. As our enemy the dry- 
rot is equally dcsOiuctive in port as at sea. Should not our ships now in 
employ be the finest, the host luanhed, and best equipped, in the world? to 
shcw.thut our navy is stdl what it ought to jjO. 

The American navy must and will improve and increase, for is it not 
their coun«ry’s pride? The darling object of thW rukr's care? While I 
fear our liritish navy is no longer our boast or care ! sa^ nut this in 
dispraise of the, present Admiralty, winch I believe its zealous and efficient 
as ag^ we have had fur years, but its powers are very limited. We have 
no p'ltrons aloft; and, ’’J'is tlic mastei’s eye rnaketli the horse fat! ! 

The battle of 'I'rafulgar, that greatest and most glorious of our victories, 
has done great iujuty to oUr navy; for by leaving no rival fleets on the 
OQ}.'aii, aild our’s becaino but the convoys and carriers of unr armies,and while 
thus employed in a secondary sphere, our navy lost ijs former estimation 
with the country, whose whole aticiitinn was now given to our conquer¬ 
ing armies, forgetful that those arinies owed tlicjr very existence, their 
dully supplies to the protection of the fleet. As a Biitun, I glory in the 
acliicvemeiiis of our gallant fi'onps; but every reflecting man must know, 
that when our navy ceases to be the first in the world, it is not the finest 
army in Europe that can save us—it would be worse than useless to us. 
• Ljef then our lulers and people join to cherish and r^toie our navy. Let 
tiiem save'and relieve, all that remain of our once gallant seamen. Save 
ttiein from f|^llowing t/bere numy hare already gone, to serve those powers 
who mtky, ere long, send ll^tn to war againsttts.f • 


0 When befure the last Amencau war ihcir ConsUtudoii came loFdrtsiuoutti, 
she excited*no curiosity ; few people visited or noiiced hei-, much to the surprise 
vt'htr olHcers, ,who knew we liarl^ionc like her. She went to Cherbourg aed 
^ ihc Tejef, where she was inspected and admired by all scientific and profbssional 
Men. lio wonder then we soJIittle knew their force. 

' f A leltQifrem a British sraman in the Frenklin at Portsmouth, to his agent 
•t Ptyraoutb, clahnmg prier-monry, Ays, there are twenty British leqaiaa M 
St ship having simiUr clsims*]' * 


COIinSSFOMDENCC. 


Many of your respectable correspondents urge tiie uacessity of buildinig 
ai fast as possible, to^KpIace our*decayiu||; ships. T so fur disagree"with 
themes to think, that while our. dreadful scourge, the drv'rot, continues 
in power, pur building should be with great* caution, and with choicest 
timber. I much question if one hundred ships of the line (74 aiuf up* 
wards) with a proportion of frigates, would not be enough fur us in peace, 
with about thirty in frame under cover, and a large supply, of timber in 
tite yards. Our navy, thus limited, we could keep in good condition for 
immediate service, and in case of war could increase it much faster than 
we could man it. • J am sorry to see so many small frigates ordered to be 
built, we should watch those powers whose navies may be opposed to usr 
and build to match them. 

It would much recommend your valuable work, if it uftener contained 
information of the present state of the navies of foreign powers; their iium* 
bers, names and force, increas'e, improvements, and inventions. 

We have had wonderful accounts in thp (lapcrs of the i^mericaii sleatrf 
frigates; some particulars of them would, I doubt not, prove gratifying to 
many of your readers. I should be happy were it in my power to cuminu* 
nicate any such information. I aw, Mr. Editor, 

. Your constant reader for several years, 




icer. 


P.S. A poruait of the round>steriicd Kent would be a desirable oni.t* 
ment to a future Chrenicle, perhaps some of your Plymouth coricspoiidctits 
might furnish one. , 


To William Wilbcrforce, Esg. Af.P. 

SlRj . Ifi/liJan. IdlSj 

I T gave me infinit? satisfaction to perceive the benevolent and active part 
which you have taken in presiding over, and fowarding the Inbuiirs of 
(he committee of winch you have been so properly and honourably chosen 
chairman, for relieving the distress of British Seamen in l/mdon, many of 
whom had served in the royal navy. 7 herr destitute and lorlorn sitiiation has 
bfen fully and too sensibly brought home to liic liearts and feelings of that 
committee; and I trust, and caimot doubt, that the hearts and purses of 
them fellow citizens will be opened and enlarged in proportion to th$ 
demands which the destitute situation of those poor wanderers' may render 
necessary. \ • 

I would licipe, however,*that all that is present arquisjte for them, 
may be^supplicd without much difliculty, or very great expense, for food 
and raiment are the first consideration; but after that, immediate cm* 
phiytnent must and will be found for* Sliem, on board our numerous 
inerctiantmen fitting for the spring and suit^cr voyages to all quarters of 
the world. But, Sir, iiavii.'- once gcnerous|y come forward in'behalf of 
Britisli seamen—of that invaluable race of men who .arc th% natural I’al- 
ladiuni} the best, bu'waik gif the sAic, 1 trust jour labours in their cause 
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vriit uot Cf-asc with die immediate prtM’ision of tiiose now out of employ. 
I ho'pe, &ir, as a uieinber of the ie{!;ihlattire, who lias^lreadj s|ient so many 
useful years in pronintitiv tJic good of yojsr. cuuntr]^, and the •veti-behigof 
your fellow men, you will now be induced to turn your serioys atteatinn 
to Am! hest means of eOectualiy protecting and nourishing British seamcRp 
to tlie general revision and iiiiproveint-iit of our marine laws and policjrp 
and to the cynsideratioti of the exi^diency and practicabiiittf of ahaiidon- 
iug, or at least rethixtitip' the system of impressment hi time of war, and 
suhslituting in its place the more eflectivc and generous one of %'oluntary 
entry for limited service, with t/ie mne encourageiucnbiU is given to ou* 
aoldiers. Idiope, sir, tiiat tiie consideration of this great national question 
of political expediency will be fairly gone into; and tliut it will be referred 
to a cuiiKuittee of the legis ature, where every passible enquiry can he 
most properly made, and the fullest iiirnrinsttinii ubiained, fur caution is 
necessary; and enquiry and lice discussioifinu^t precede the adoption of 
*aiiy alteration in our present l^ws and\isages; hut, sir, as all seem agreed 
that the tiuM' for invesiigatiuii is arrived, and that the present is the iittest 
and most proper time for going into ic, as* it is also understood (at least I 
hope it is so) tlfiit the Lords of tlw- Adiuiraity are nut unfriendly to such 
inquiry, 1 do sincerely and anxiously liope, it will be ynur happy and fcM- 
tunate lot to surcessfiilly advocate the cause of British seanicn in the 
House of Cuiiimons; to obfiin for them all that a generous country can 
possibly Bestow; ri;.. emancipation from imprtssmeni, if practicable; and 
die appiupiiation, in all future wais, of the droits of Vidmiralty to riieir 
true and iegitimute end—a provision for the reward and encouragement 
of our naval defendeis. It is very true, that our pen.siuii list is already very 
inucli extended ; but as voluntary seivicu is always prefeiubie, and as the 
Retention oi oui seamen in our n<vn service is indispensable, I huld it as 
our truest and aisest policy to b'.iitl them to tlie state by bupeiior acts op 
kindness and {iicouiagenient, and no longer to resort to those revuiiing 
means, the einployineiit of press-gangs, and too siPveie discipline. 'li»a 
hearts and aftectinns of seamen, sir, me to be won like those of other men ^ 
and many olbcers in the navy have proved this to their own conitort and 
happiness, as well as (iicirs^ but, sir, our ulfacers unfortunately are not alt 
oi tins dispusitioii, or accustomed to rule in the hfurts of their men ; tluir 
rule lius oUen been an iron one; and they have thus ilriven many brave 
ayd excellent seamen into the arms of our (rms-mlantic rivals, iloping 
* that the poiisidciatiun of this important subject is near a^ Inind, dMd that 
you will generously %tand forwHid as the continued protector and cncou- 
rager of 0i.iT scarntn/whcthci in time of peace or war, 

• * • 1 urn, Sir, &c. 


* ^fie far'd 
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Mode af^increaung the Strength tjf Tiniher. 

utri eduor, , Jan. 17, 1818* '■ 

, <■ * ' * -S 

A S rfie s/ibject of the decay of timber orcasinns so much of the piihlie 

attentioH at the present moment, I have ventured to cstract from the 
pages of a Periodical Publication, long since defunct, the following obseH 
vations on that subject, ivIhcIi, by insertion in your Work, may at the same 
Utnc be saved froiA oblivion, and prove of service to the nfivut and mer¬ 
cantile iaterc&ts of the country. 




** Before I quit tins subject, I must beg leave to take notice of anothef 
great evil, which is of so much consequence to the public, as tfl desrrvS 
sbeir utmost attention; it is that of cutting down the oaks in the 
spring of the year, at the time when the say is flowing. This is done for 
the sake of the bark, which will then peal off easily—and for ibis purpem, 

I think there is a law, whereby people are obliged to cut down their timber 
at this season. By so doing, the timber is not half so dtirtiLle as lhaC 
which is felled in tiie winter; so tl.at the ships which have been built of 
this spring-cut timber, have decayed more in seven or eiglit years, than 
others, which were built with timber cut in the winter, have dune,in twenty 
or thirty. And this onr neighbours tlic French have experienred; and, 
therefore, ha^'e wisely ordered that the bark should be taken off tlic trees 
while standing, at the proper time; but, the trees arc left till tlie next, and 
sometimes until tl.e second winter, before they are cut down; and the 
timber of these am found to be more durable and better for use, than that 
of any trees which have not been pealed.” 

** The Count tie Buflbn has detenniiied, by a series of experiincrtt'J, 
conducted with the greatest accuracy, that the burking of trees whilst 
standing, is altendetJ with the must beuefleial effects in augineniing the 
strength of timber.” 

“A piece of a tree, which had been harked standing, 14 feet 6 inches 
square, and weighing 242lbs., broke under 7943lbs. A piece from a similar 
free, hut unbarked, and of the same dimensions, vtcigliing Sfmbs., broke 
under a pressure of 7320lhs.’' 

** Ajiuiilar piece of barked, weight 249]bs., broke under 8.3d2lbs.” * 

“ Imcompanvon unborked, weight SSClbs., broke under 7385lbs.” 

** Two others of the same dimensions, (supposed the best,timber) the 
barked weighing SGSibs., bo.c, before it broke, 904GlbS| The uiibarkeff 
piece, weighing 238ilis., broke under 75001b.’' 

Tiie aliovc trials arc sufficient to shew, that wood stripped off its bark,. 
and dried whilst standing, is always heavier, and much stronger than wood 
kept in its bark.” . . . 

“That the sacriffee of the timber for the sake of the bark is totally 
unnecessaiy, is also proved by the experiments of Mr. Biggip and Mr* 
T)avy.’’ (See Philos. Trans, for 1799f page 2G3.—pttto for 1803, page 
239.; * 
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To the Right Ron, Gtorge Roee^* Treaturer of the Kavy. 

SIB, ** • / 20th Jon. 1818. 

H aving been the original projector and uptvearied promoter of. 

Saving Banks throughout the kingdom, y> which excellent institutions 
you'have undoubtedly contributed more than any other single individual 
either in the government or the country, 1 cannot but suppose, that yofs 
may have Itefpre now turned your attention to the great utility of extending 
this Irulif saving system to the navy. * 

III time of pcace,4indeed, little comparative benefit can be hoped from 
such institutions for seamen; but, in time of war, were*there recept»s)es 
of this kind, where the men could deposit their wages or prize-money, 
instead of spending it in the way they two often do, what incalculable 
benefit would arise to themselves and families. 1 am induced to bring 
forward the suggestion at the present moineot, because the public attention 
is now fully engaged, and their benevolence called into activity, by the 
number of destitute seamen fiifind begging in London, without employ^ 
inent, ami without menus of subsistence., I am well aware, that there 
niiglit be difficulties occur in the prosecution of sucli an undertaking, but I 
think the unqucsfiunahle imports\pcc in a national jiuint of view, of 
minutely and diligently examining into every means of ciicoOraging and 
protecting our seamen, of attaching them lo'lheir country, by making their 
interest, their happiness and glory, to cmanatw and spring from its great 
and useful* institutions. These great considerations, Sir, induce me 
to address you on the subject, hecause, if now properly digestod, and wise 
regulations framed on this, and other no less important prirls of our marine 
systcTn, which culls fur immediate enquiry and amendment; wtieii war 
breaks out again, Kngland will then sec with pride and exultation, her 
chosen heroes of the ocean, eagerly coming forward in defence of her 
bhores, and after glorious victory has crowned them with laurels, and, I 
hope, filled many of their purses also, we sliall then S|e, on the return of 
peace, certainly fur less of those scenes of misery and destitution, which 
flic Committee for the relief of Seamen have unhappily now witnessed. 
For that Committee, and its most benevolent labours, I entertain the very 
highest respect, and 1 iriist t^ieir cxeitions will not be entirely confined, 
altliougli first ilirccted, to the relief of the seamen now in want. I hope 
they w'lll look forward, and around them, to see if there are no means 
witbiii their reach, or if not, upon their earnest suggestion within the||each 
T>f government, wbicii might prevent, if possible, any recirrtnee at the 
conclusion of war, of similar misery being felt by our seamen, those 
gallant defeiJBers on ^hoin our chief confidoiicc rests. Ni^, Sir, is less 
I approbatioiiwlue ti^ljord AiSlvillc, for his handsome subscription for their 
relief, aud^ Ids ready accession to tlie Committee’s request of ships, in 
which to place these houseless wanderers. 

To you, Sir, I would wi^,confidLnce look as the sadoi’s old anrl well 
•tried friend, for the iiilruductiun of ^‘aving Banks for seamen. 

• ^ ejf'micm, 

* Received a few days subsequent to, th?* death. 
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Arrangemnis for tfit Relief of Dutressod Seamen. 

MR. EDITOR, LtmdmfQSdJttnuaty,i8tS. 

• TT SEIZE the first nntmetjts I Tjuvc lo spare tt» forward you an abstract cf 
what kfis been done in the truly great undertaking for the relief of Dcs- 
tkote St'ainen. ' 

Tluj Cornmittc meet daily at 11 o'clock; it is branched off into I'he 
Shippin^f Provi’iumy and Clothing Vmaner, and Examining Suh-cotnm\tlees. 
1 have tne bi>nor to be Secretary to tlie first; viz. Shipping, IPrarmon, and 
Clothins. The mendjers of this arc Captains Rrcnt«>ti and Willoughby, 
R.N.; Captain Cowles, R.N. Captains llaikett and Franklin and Lock, 
R.I.S. Lieut. Blown, H.N.; Messrs. Bonn, Ilniby, X^ckle, Dawson, 
Drinkald, I)eacun,M'Kcriel],Chaprnuii,Sturge, jun. Ibiitson, andCaptaiu 
Lochner, £.I,S. 

^ The business of this Siib-comrnittee is. to prepare the Ships, stwe and 
vii^oat them, proems clothing and Histribiiic it, appoint officers to the 
sbm and r^nlatr them, proridc for the sick, and distribute the men, Scc^ 

Seven ships are lent by the Ad mil alty; rir. Abondaitpe, moored off th^ 
Tower, appropriated as a receiving ship-,I’luver, at Wrapping; Perseus 
and Droinednrv, at Greenwich; the latter is to be the sick ship ; Nautilus, 
Sapphire, and Dasher, at BlacUVrall, or the Rock. 

The ships are fitted inordinary; the warrant officers remain on board, 
and are allowed by the Coinniictee Is. per day, with a ration as per follow¬ 
ing scale for victualling: 



MONDAY. 

10 

10 

TUESDAY. 

10 


WEDNESDAY. 

10 

10 

THURSDAY. 

10 


FRIDAY. 

10 

10 

SATURDAY. 

10 

■i 

SUNDAY. 

10 

10 



h. oz.j lb. 

_ 4 6 r 

4lh. Go7...Kiscuit, at Sd. is..,, is. id. 

S^lh. Beef, at .'1^.0 H|- 

Gth. Potatoes, at ^ 0 !i 

C Ueriings at ^.0 3 

Sib. Vegetables, at ^.,....0 ]| 

1 j pints Oatmeal at iH per 'It. 0 3 

a oz. Salt, at per lb. 0 | 


One Man per Week 
per J)ay 


P 

•0 <l> *• 


No. i' lb. Phils. oz. 

a 14 2 

-the best Ox Beef is‘‘offered by 
contract, at 3^ per ib. 

• , . . f 

Vegetables for Soup, 

^ (Jubba^C). 
i ’I'urnips. 
i Puta'-oes. 
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'Tlie ships are commanded, fire hy liciifenants, and two hy prisons of 
'(’ood tliaractcr, wliolicive soivcd niany.ycarb in thi navy as masttr and 
inate. ^ . . • 

The iK-iitenaiits aic Piarkcr, Somerville, Piirchcs, tliappell, and Ilruoks;* 
'the'otlicr eominainlors, Mathew,, and llannsworili. The pay of each 
commander la 5,. per <lay, uitli a ration as per sc.do, at JJb. per day tahl'C 
money. ^ 

Each IiaS'fl mate selected fioin inasters and mates of merchantmen; 
pay 3s. pc'r c’.iy, with a riition, and Is. and (M. table jv.oncy. 

A Cifik to each ship, who also dots the duty ol stewayl, at £b. per day, 
a ration, and Is. lalde inline V. * 

Mr. UoIjinsoM, buii'.ion, K.N. snpeiintriids the medic.d dcpnitment; 
1 ms under him Mr. Pollock, sviiiioon, IJ.N. tiiirl l\lr. (riiihihs, assistant 
surgeon, Jl.\. 

A daily report is made c\f i mornin;'., aiTil at tho oiiice by 11 irtloel, ; 
it cuntiiini liic acSonnt of leu ipts aini occuricnees, with piovisuma and 
Stores wanie.h 

The 7 ships arc calitiil.i'.ed to aceoinmoifite about lOW; about 600 a;a 
at present leeeivci. 

12 III. 'll hate bet:: sliipped in the n'oiira; T’ ditto, C'asllu llti'itly; 

3 ditto, Prevoyante; about Ji(> t;o to .in oiimi.iiu h.nii!-.! liiip. 

Lord Sidinoiuli h.n suppiko Ot'O sun > ul cIoUhm^. Th« .'d.i'Inc .‘^cc’cty 
iOO suits ^if t;\ccl!iiit old slon?, diinon;.st f!.;' snl^r.rij iof old 
clothes,dec. sittriu Jesciic i-otite; one ol llie letter' is :is l'<i i-jv,;,.— 


siibir, who alar 11 

1 ^ 

\r.'irs lu. 

*id 'i;-ii!,:^hng in liis 

t'lp-Piiil.'iiit-iii.i i' .<-11 x . 

a.^^>v, 1' 

'■ ;■ •i.-.t r :pi led, anti 

, innilile to v'tathn (\ 


1 V, as sca|.,jr 

in Disj (Didi i^C'i lim/, y 

'n 11 !‘f 

V, !' :,vk‘"a "1 lo'v Ivy 

' will.!: tw'i^ tii-wnidw 

:’,i !, ’\o 

Mie tv.'ivs he caa 

1"' t/od’' lu ip, cn.iljb; 

li.':i ti' . 

-unfl the Liijie, .t on 


tlie othci l:itk it'lch tlic aiicli(<i <ij^;c oi ■ vinpi !> tnj 

The inirconttmg c\ci tions of the < ' noiirtf -nc m"' ;;!! piai-r, p?i- 
ticulaily .Messis. .Siiii;:!', Jhif'.U’, Daw son, . '[ Ml--'' r/ ntlcmeii are 

.■all conceiMCii in extensive a'ld the s..'s n.is r'e v malic, by 

<!evotiiig iicaily the w hole of the day to tins nn;-l be gical. 


yiATE DOi?. 


( t/y t'f lioctufui t. 

. 'l^OCUIsFOTlT, is a handsome town of Prance in the terruMrv ot 
Aunis. It was constrirt.ted by faniislhc Poiirlecntli, and is litiilt ’ii rlio 
snidst of marshes diaincd for that i^urpose. It has adep;iiciuem ol the 

Citron. Voi. xxxix. 1 



GG 


liYDUoanAPiiT. 


marine, anrl lins largethinL'a^ines'of naval start"). TIv-’ne is also one df the 
finest halls qf arms in 'tlio kin^drirn, and a greaV 'qnniiy vi'orkmen emplo^’ed 
* in making them; thcle are also forges for stnclftfrs, and work-houses for 
ship carj)ohters, who arc employed in every thing that relates to the fitting 
out of ships that come witltin the compass of their province. They like¬ 
wise cast great guns here ; and have artists, whose employment is sculps 
ture and painting, There are also stocks for building men-of war, rope- 
walks, magazine-) of provisions and powder, a m:itiufac(ory of sail cloth, a 
hospital for sailois, and proper pl.nccs to cle.-m fJie shjips, the houses of the 
in^ondaiit, the square of the cnpucliiiis, and the superb structure which 
contains ludgings for 300 inaiinc ‘guards, wiicrc they are taught the 
business and exercises belonging to seamen, and oftircrs who go on board 
the men of war. In the year 17oG, a fr.iiilt's expedition against this 
place was projected, under the command of Sir Etlwaid llawkc. 

The town is sifjated on the nver rharente, about five leagues from its 

I 

mouth, ami was fortified hy Louis XIV. at the time he constructed it; bus 
its situation is at so considcruhlc a distance fiom the sen, as to render i; 
sufficiently secure from any attack, and the foitifieaiioas have been there¬ 
fore neglected. The streets are all very broad and strait, extending 
thrr-igh the whole place from side to side, but the buildings do not 
correspond with them as they are mostly Jow and irregular. W. lo:ig. 
O’. 54'. X. Lat. 46’. 3'. 


HYDROGRAPHY, PILOl’AGE, Sec. 


Cluiit Office, E'isf India HouS', 
MB. HYDPjCK.UAettrn. I'iHi Januurv, 

ENCI.OSE the account of a ilangerous shoal, the existence of vvhici* 
has hitherto been tiKiuglit rather doubtful by some i.avigarois; it may 
therefore be useful to make it public, by gilgnj| it "a place in ilic Naval 
Chronicle. 




Cumbrian's Reef, or Gaddfs Rock. 

« 

The Shoal named Cumbrian’s Reef, dr Gadd’s Rock, is no • longer 
doubtful, Lieutenant D. Ross, marine surveyor to ilie IJon. E. I. Coiii- 
pany, in the Eastern Sens, having examined it on the S'!Ii of January, 
1817. lie fuuud it to Ire a small*''and very dangcruus shoal, about 100 
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* 

yards long, upon vlych the boat found Q fathoms water about the tnuidle 
of Ae Ruck, and it is situated in Ut. af® 43' X.* hairing S. 2® E. from tlje 
higliest part of Little Dotcl iTobngo Xirna« * . * 
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Ordered^ hi/ The Iluuse of Coimyons, 2Zd June, 1C17. 


*(Conliiiued Irotn vo). x\:cviii. pngi: 480 ) 


victualling; OFl’ICE AND VICTUALLING YARDS. 

W ITJT rtferener to tlio'c dcpaitiiicnts, your Committee have 
examuicti the Liiae nitni of the \'i('iii.iliing Bitard. 

The Oil )en''C til London nppeiuh to iiave di cri.lived by a sij«s»of 3,f»J5l, 
* while tlic chaiLO'S in the Viciu:illiii<; ^'nrdv iiiuc been :i lutle enlarged; but 
the diiTcrcncc between the wliolc exiien-,!' of 181.{ i.iu) the prc«ent >car, 
amounts tu a sa\.ng of 18,3jji'. ’I'his \oor C>.:minttec Ciinnot think to be 
an aticciiiute redticiion Irom ilic L‘.t tblUhiritiit for \ieiu.ilitng 14j,UU0nK‘n, 
to titat wIikIi Ifis to proviile only lor lO^uCO. 

'On the reeent ‘■njijiression of the TnuivjMirl Hoard already notietd, the 
duties foinicily (Mcnted by ilio Bouul fur Stek and Hurt weie Ir.inslerrcd 
to ttio V .eiuaiiitii; Oliicf', Vvinch in a furore ye it must swell the expense of 
that depiirtnicnt, iliuiigii tiiLi't will ni tact be on the whole a considerable 
saving to tin' |inlilic. ^ • 

It is propel to <ib->crve'^lnt the clerks in the Victii.illing Department are 
inchifled In tin; aiiaiigcnietits made hy the Older in Council before me u- 
JtjoiTeil, of Jaiuuiry 18Id. 


NUMDT.U OF OITICLllS SlUrKEFIUiRS, AND AILN, CORNL IN 


• TliL tfilVFJl.a SHU'S IN ORDINARY. 

This lietnTof charge has been (liinini>lied ‘inec last year, partly by the 
breaking up of nnsen iceable ships, and purtlv by a new syiteni which has 
been adopted l>y the Adinirahy*, of employing a sninll number of com* 
missioned uiliccis, witli soiim* iidihiion to tbeir htdf-pay, and n ix’duced 


* Or only^ a iiiile diireicnl imin its Situation, at stated in page .'33g of Vol. 2d 
of Ilorsburgli's India Directory, 2d edtlioii, Ironi the obsc-valiont ol Licit 
Wm. Smyth. • 
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number of men, in tim care of tlic.orfIinnry. tbe ob\’ious^ir| 

important tiHrantage of tliiniiiif.hiii^ expense, as your Committee are 

*i«iformPtI, to the more-effectual rare of the sliiplr mid the preset vntioit of 
good ortlcr in Ijis Msye'-ty’s liarhoiir''; imd ibev llicreforc tiec in it rigRt to 
express tlirir eniiif approhation of lli;it plan. The expeo'-e fur tins year^ 
wnfler itic former ■'\‘'teiii, wuidd have been 27 1,0151/.; of the ptcent sys¬ 
tem tlie ex (jcnse i' jr. 1.11*/ ; bt'iiiJ a sating of 39.t>.‘5l/ ; iVoni tvliicb, 
however, must be dedui'tod pensions to the ainonnt of 18 Pfi.i/ granted to 
350 warrant oflicers, who have been snperannnat^M, mal, ng an aetuaL 
dtbiinution of expense of 20j9Gfl/. for tin- present ycitf, winch advantage 
will be furiber increased every year us these pensions full in. 

IlARnOUR VICTCAL^, 

Your Committee having required information as to the reason vvliy li, 3a. 
per diem is ebarged for victuallmp the grer. body of men employed in the 
harbours, and It. 5f/. for a inurli smaller mimher, the (nllowing satisfactory 
explanation Inis been giieii them ; and they riirihm' remark, that an old 
pmciice which appears to bate grown up tbroiigh madicMleiirf, of taking 
the sum at*a fixed charge per man, lias liceii of l.ile disrontimi* d. so that 
it now Varies lioni year to ye'.lr, nnbthc Hoctu.it’Oi: pnres (d prutisiuns, 
and the real expense, is given as ne.iily as it can In- eiMnpaii d. 

Ilcfcriing to the ordinary estimate, under tl'C head of liarbonr 
Victuals,.’iKi in explanation ol the dillViMirc of expenst', it is proper to 
state, tliat it is occasioned by a piopoition of the [utsoos tiorne in llie 
ordinary being victualled at the .sea laic, in coi'.seqinnee of liieir Leid|; 
employed ill traii.-ports anil sea-going vessel-., wlnie the waste of provi¬ 
sions and rite wear and tear of casks, is greater than on buard the ships 'n 
tirdiiiiiiy.’' 

IIARROUII aiOOlMNG ANI> RIGGI.VG. 

ORDINARY URFAIRS. 

On those two items, your Committee feel llnin-elvcs bound to rcmnik, 
tb;it altliougb there do not iippcar any reasons I'qg^^bbtiiig the expediency 
of voting ilic-e huge smns, wliicli exceed the ainotinl imdir tlie saipfe head, 
during several years of war, but arc diiniiiished by almo-t 200,00b/, since 
the last y car; yet as c^tiiuales, they convey no iiitoniiaiion whatever fo» 
the gnulanrc of the Hoiise. Yonr Committee ohserve, that they inclucSe 
such ficterogeneous aitides as t’mhcr, tar, oil am/ h.imstoi/iC', iron work, 
aturcboijse.v,diuildmgs, fencis, <.Src. and also *iiat all t.orks i'> the foreign 
yards, and in the prquent instance, works of pi eat magnitude now in pro¬ 
gress at Gibraltar, are, mr.ludcd in tliis geiiei ul mass. 

They therefoie recommend, lint in ‘future estimates, tliose general 
charges be as far as possible div'ded and classed imder some distmet anti 
appi'opriale bends ; and that above all, no new woik, nor anything bcyoiiti 
nh.it can truly be termed eoiiiinon and ordinary icpuirs, be underUkcUi 
witiiout appearing as a spcq'al item in the axiraordiuary estimate. 
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HALF PAY, MILITjPf SUPEttANNUATIOJjS, PENSTO^^S AND 
W^'.AIXOW ANC PS. 

CltlL PENSIONS, SUPERANNUATIONS AND ALLOWANCES. 


In considering those two divisions of the ostimnte, yonr (.'ominittce 
would have felt it a very iinplca.-ant task to select the iiiiines of individuaU 
for ohsfrvation ; and they the more readily ahstain froift doing so, from a 
confident hope tliat^his species of jnihlic rernuneration will henceforward 
he strictly coiilitied within the limits wiiich the Act. ^OGeo. 111. cap. Ulf 
contemplates, and which your CoiiMnittee aic satisfied it demands. 

They observe that siwcral nuiiies occur iiioro yiaii once on these, and on 
the pension and suptriinnuaiion lists of other departments, s<)me with 
dill’eteiii dcsiigniitioiis, and oh'ainiiig fiom ijie public m scattered portions, 
, an amount of iiicwne wliicb would iieter have bi eii gHcii as a siogle grant; 
and the list now bel'oie tt.em ttiL'i’ests one instance of an iiidiMilnal liold.ng 
tvvogi.ini.s of tin* nature of ictiicd ptii*i )n or snptTainnialion, r.f)gctl»er 
with a »eiv luera^i^c and easy t'lnploMuciit under govcriin'cnt. And there 
are, your (,'uiiiinitlcc arc sorry torflnnk, more tliaii one. m wiilcli an oiheer 
enjoying an active, piolitable, and tllw u nt niiplovnicnr, will be fomirl to 
receive mn ol'otlier funds, a pension of wlTn li tuc ili-paitincnt to wiiicb he 
hclongs, jiiid by wiiich any pensions fur publ.c scuicu should he lecum- 
mended, was i niircly iiinoiaiit. 

This apjicars to your Committee to he an nluise v.hicli, in VI? far ns it is 
in tliepow^jro) goveriniicnt to deal witli any of these giants, ought to be 
correct 1 d. 

Your Coipmiitce are di'i'osed to icipect vested rliilns in tiie most equi¬ 
table and even lilieral niit rpictation, w Ik n tlu’v rest on long usage, and 
were c-stienied vested riglils, as well by tine pcr-'diis iiiaki.ig as by tho^e 
receiving tiie grants; but in ihe cases abme rerciutl to, wlieiethc gran"- 
have been made ai dniereiit times, on difteicut pretences, or by dnieicnt 
ilepai tmeiiis, WilliniU a tull and disiiiict explanaiion and knowledge (>f the 
aggregate amoinil thus graii'id ; or where tla- Mini h is been granted as a 
superannuation ailo^guice la> a person wlin iievcrtlielt-.ss had health and 
strength rilic rwards^%) hold oilier active and lucrative situations, your 
Committee f'etl that the public have an undouiited right to revise the whole 
of such grants, and to curtail and modify them iii a way wiiich may answer 
to the iiileiitioiis which would have mlliirnrcd the origina^Liaiitors, if the 
whole case li.ul hceii fairly he*'f)re them. Your Cianinittec therefore feel it 
to be their indj^perisufile duty to rc-co'nra<#id, tlial such ^icvis’.on should 

take place hefore the annual es'iiiiatos in wiiich the grants alluded to arc 
. . ''w ^ . 

coniprisq^l, are again presented to Parliament. 

Your Coiiirniltie also obicuve, that pon-ions are 12 ranted out of the 
naval funds to ladies, llic waves of odircrs, and civil servant.s. eoirnncncing 
from tlic date of tlie grant, lusieacl of being contingent on tbeir becoming 
widows. T!;is piaetice, which is soinelirncs atteinled with a separate 
pension to tlie hnshand, sc'Cins luiUtoo liahlu to the oh'-ervation just rnadfi, 
jis it in fact is ennfcrrnig two peiibions on iTe same persoii, though under 
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different names. Ti^/'tberefor^ think that pei^ioqs nt this nature n>s|' 
fairly be revised and reconsidered,' wiili respecbto'lhe real circun^staoees 
»the parties. * * • ' , 

Your Committee have also to observe, that in pursuance of, they believe, 
a practice of considerable duration, pensions luave been granted upon 
retirement to ('omniissinners of the navy, and (which they believe to be 
of more recent practice) to ('’omtnissior.ers of th^other boards. Your 
Committee do not object to thia principle, when the pension is granted to 
an officer whose hoailli really renders him incapable of further public 
soiTii'ice, and when the amount bears a fair proportion to his original salary? 
hut your Committee have reason to apprehend, tliat some of the pensions 
now under ohsorvution have not been limited by tiicse considerations. 

There are instances in which the superannuation actually cxceeds.thc 
amount of the original sainrv. 'I'lns is' 'ejiieted by granting to tiie officer 
an allowance in lieu of bai^iy,'which, with the rctiriiv'; pension, exceeds, 
as has been sraleii the actual salary, which was mcompatihle with the 
receipt of Jiall'-pay. ( 

This, your Committee also consider as icqiiiring coricrlmn, at least for 
the future. Ai.d with regard to the Ctfinini'sioiicis of tiic navy who may 
be .sea nfliecTs, tiny are decidedly of opinion, tij.it lliey euglit only to be 
mtilled to the renring pension, in the event of ihcir having (ns it is 
tccliiiicallv ttrined) “ Passed their Flag,'’ that is, resigneil tlic rank and 
growing emoluments of the militarv branch of the service; hut that in all 
other caSeJ, on their censing to be CoimnisMoiicrs, either at liome or 
:(broad. they shniild revert to their half-pay, in the same Miunner that their 
brother officers do who aie employed in the no less aidiious duties of corn* 
maiidiiig his Majesty’s ships a-float. 

The retircinenls to secretaries and clerks are regulated by divers orders, 
in council, oi> n principle which your Coranijltcc nppiovc; namely, cn a 
combined con->iiJerati’m of I be nr ctssity (from iiifiriinty or oilier cause of 
inability) fur the retiioinenl of the individual, and of his length of service; 
but in ord-'i' to estahli.'li as much unifiirniity a.s may be prm tic<ible, they 
recomincnd tiiat in any cases aheady unprovided for, winch may hereafter 
arise, the piinciples laid down in the Act ;() Geo^tli/. cap. 117,'shouldi 
be adopted. C'' 

With regard to the control of the Treasury, over all grants ^ this 
nature, in every dcpaitment of the Slate, your Committee will make some 
observations itw a subsequent part of this report. They vviH here only 
obsqgve, tliat the hoard of Admiralty have never, in any instance, .'is they 
arc informed, granted any pqiisnm or allowance whaAioevcr, all of its own 
authority. It is line, the opinion of that board is u->uat1'y adopted by the 
King in ctiuncil, with rcg.ird to persons in tlic naval department, but tb/s 
real autl^rity and tinal^detcriininttion rcists with bis Majesty in council; 
and it is, thcrciuic, between the Council O^cc and the Treasury^ that 
your Committee ap[ir(.heiul the pievious undcrstiindnig must exist. 

In conclusiuii, on this important (|uestion, yoflr cuinriiittee recummciid, 
as two general rules to be adopted iii ^11 future case-s, that eerfbin lengths 
of service be required, as itfflispcosable quabffcaiipiis, for a pension 07 
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'S\!iperan^uation ; Qiat only certain portions, excepting in very rare cases of 
extreme length of sert^j|,uf the original emoluments, be granted to the 
retiring officer; and condition be.always annexed foi* abating the 
peii|Zon, either in the wnoie or in part, in case the grantee neq^pts, or as* 
tong as he shall hold any situation or place under government to a certain 
oniount; and this principle should also be acted upon in the cases which 
y«ur Committee hav^ recommended for immediate retisiun. 

Upon the subject oT half-pay, your Committee observe, that in addition 
to recent and considerable increases to all ranks of officers, this advantage 
has been lately extended to a class who did not before receive it; namely, 
the Pursers. The old system wa^ tiiat every ship in the navy harT a 
Purser, who like the other warrant officers, whether she was in commission 
or hi ordinary, lived on board and received his wages and victuals. And 
when occasionally a ship was lost or broken u]i, if a vacancy could nut 
^be found in some pthcr ship, thb iinlividual Vas placed on wliat was called 
tlie check of the yard, that isd^ say, fie recqi^d the pay of one siiilling a 
tiay and his victuals. In process of lin^, the custom of Iriiitting the 
number of Pursers to tlie number ol ships, was superseded by tins custom, 
of bearing them on the cheek, and tlicir mnnher latterly came to be con¬ 
sidered as indchnitc. The Luard of Admiralty neie of opiin n, that it 
was better to establish a inoilcrate half-pay, which should be in some 
degree liniitted us lo the number of persons receiving it, than to roiiiinue 
the system of hearing Pursers in ordinary and on theTclieck, which must 
have been nearly as expensive to g<neniineiit m point of tuiount, and 
certainly niucii more so il tlie i.umbers were to gd on increasing. Your 
Co/timiitee, therefore, do not see any cause to object to the cstabiisliiuciit 
■of the rate of half-pay for Pursers, at the following amount:— 


I’o the 100 Senior on the List, 5s. i^cr dicm. 


Next 200 .«*._ ...... - 

Tlic remainder ................os. t 


accompanied, as it is, vvitli the following reslric;..jii’?:— 

that in order to prevent any impiovitleiit or unnrrcP iary ii.crca'se i?i 
the number of Pursers, no person shall he av/r/'w/;/.-r/ as sm'» until the 
number of pursersreduced to the immhcr oi'sliiji'^ on i!n'li-i of tlio 
royi^4iavy, exclusive of such as arc luildiim and ha'c* mo l>(’'n Ifmched, 
ac)d"%at hereafter the iiumhcr of pursers siiall nciei exc;* d the lutnibtr 
• of such shir.s.’' 

Tlie numlier of Pursers on the list when thi^-cirhiatimi v as adopted, 
was 09C; it is now educed to 903; and the numlier of sliips which Would 
have borj}p punwrs undertthc old system, is4C0. • 

With regard to the pensions to wounded otYict i your Cmr.mitfco ha\ c only 
• heic to repeat the opinion, which they have beipre siateci, of the inexpe¬ 
diency of coiitiiiuuig the Jat« regulation, by whV’h pui'-io.’.s fbr wounds 
received in an iiifeiior ranl^aic permitted to increa-e, ns if the nouud had 
been received in every higher rank to which the ofriocr im-y ait.iin. This 
is in factf as they before observed, to give a continually ii.crc.ising renui- 
ttcratioo for wounds, which are ^lot so st^ious as to prevent uu otlloci’s 
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contiiuiing in active service, and attaining higlicr rank and greate; emole- 
tnents, and in utiot ikt: lowest rate of pension fo liifii Vhnse wounds may 
‘liave so utivrly disable*d him, as to oblige him qr.<juit llie active line atidf 
*iforego tln^iiOpruving prospects of his profession. 

|Tit lie conlinund.j • 


NAVAL HISTOllY OF THE PRESENT YEA'R i817-l8* 

(December — January.) 

- IIETIIOSPKCTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

T he cotuntt'iiceiiu'nt of tiiU ycarl'i ^larkLd by a signal act of charitv. 

On Fiidny, tlic Ud of January, a Meeting was held at tlie King’s Head 
Tavern, to take into cotisiiieration smug plan of relief t<> the unemployed 
seamen, wandering iliriiugh .the streets oT the Metropolis in a state of 
piiuperi'in. Tiie elnsir was taken i>y Mr. Wacfudey, iif the uhsenceof the 
Lord Mnytir, «lio did not arrive at the appointed time, and having stated 
the ohject of I he Meeting, aiidiead the nnines ol‘ a (.’mimiitlcc which hiid 
been pret iotislv appointed, Mr. Payin', chief eleik oiVhc Justice Room, 
at Guildh.ill, ex|)ies'>eii himself actuated liy a sense ol the sufferings of 
our scnnien, ainl snid. liiat i^c had piescntcd n mein aial on the suhject 
to the Common (.hiuncil, on tiie llih of Dei ciiihcr, and had hcen referred 
to tlic Cnmmititu of City Lands; ceituin p;ints, however, of (Vy etiquette 
had obstructed his progress in this humane design; he then jcad the 
^liemnriarTind proposed calling on tlic paiislics for a geiicr.il cniitributioii, 
and assigning a temporaiy a-ylnin for tliC'C unfuitunato sufferers,^ until 
Parliament could devise siimc iiioie permanent mode of relief. 

After varm.is observations by Mr. Payne, the Loid Mayor, .and the 
Chairman, it was fnia.Ily proposed by the liiUer, that the dilieri iit papers 
and suggestinns slionid be referred to a committee ol' live, vviio sliould 
have power to add to their numbers, and that they slmnld report ihcrcOn, 
to a general meeting to be bcid on the following iMondny at one o'clock. 

On Monday, Jan. 5lb, at a (juarier jiast two o’clock, the Coniiiiittec 
presented iliemsdves to a respteiablo assemblage of merchants, ship- 
owmers, and others, at the City of London 'PSverii, f iid-tlie chair was taken 
by Mr. Wiiboiloice. The business of the meeting was then opened by- 
Mr. Martin, who said, “It was most distressing to every rceling.J||ltlpr,t, to 
think, that men who liad fought the battles of ilieir country, aiuf .wbu liad 
fought successfully were now out of employ, and starving about the 
stflets; and, wln-ii it was considered that these men had jie^formcd such 
services, the«r situation imKit have a sliongc^ hold oti,thc public fcehiig,' 
than that of any oilier class of mendicants. He should not take up any* 
more of tlic time of Itic meeting, but read the (iisi resolution be meant ip 
propose'* The resolution was to this tlliact: “ That the streets of the 
Metropolis had lately, and particularly wkliiii the last few weeks,, been 
crowded with mttidicuuls in *1110 dress and character of dislrcssed 
fcfameii," ^ 

•Some remarks from Mr^DornforA, Mr. llowcroft, and Mr. Frend, in* 
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lervened, itnd the resolution wa^ read and cncricd, ** Tliat the ras« 

of seami;n in distress^l^as one which must make a ibrcib|<: appeal id 
BriMshf benevolence.’' • • * • , 

Another resolution was, Timt all mcndlbants in the dres8*of sailors 
should be carefully examinedi in order that those who were found to 
be deserving objects should he rcitarded; ond, that those who were 
impostors, should bc punlshed according to law. ^ 

The next resolution was, “ That a subscripth)ii be immediately opened 
for the purpose nf relieving distressed oesimen.” In proppsing diis resolu¬ 
tion, Mr. Martin said, t.hat application bad been m.-idc to the Bonrd'ttf 
Admiralty by the Coiniuitree, and tliat the board liad signified their wish 
to assist in the business in tiuy way wiiicli was in their power. 

The subject w.is then thken t|p||nd viewed in various lights, nccompnnied 
with various observations collateral and dhert, relative and extraneous, by 
Air. Drinkald, Mr, Stephen, Msi. Methut-n, irnf'rd, Sir .lames Shaw, 

Mr. Oinelry, Captain Franktiii, Licuceiiuiit Gordon, ilitiX.'ird Mayor, Lord 
Cochrane, Mr. Sturge, Mr. lluvvcroft, &c. 

Thus have the distresses oQ our discharged seamen at length 
became so gcncrui and extreme, that tlic puliHc eye can no hmger view 
t^cm with indilTcreiice, Our pages have long uigcd the ncoessity and 
justice of this relief. It is, liowcier, well come.at Inst,'find much gratified 
weArc to sec the iuunaiic nistitutors of the subscripiiun so liberally and 
actively supported. We have, indeed, witnessed too long ourjirave Tats 
bitter bread tliruiigii ri^i.ibns their valour sifvcdand most cor¬ 
dially do we rejoice, in seeing tiieiii rescued fipm that s:id employ¬ 
ment; an employment not less tin worthy of their cbuiacitr-, tfian disgrace¬ 
ful to ours HI permitting it. But the gift solely of food, cloatlmig, and 
shelter, is not all tint: is rcr|iiisite—a restoration nf health and spirits will 
soon he the happy result of tliis hiimnn^lelief. An^ (lien their state of 
dependence on tlie iiaiid of cumintAi charity, will brcoinc a slate of revolt¬ 
ing hiiiriiinilion—eniployment must Lc contrivcMi for llirin, (ither in the 
iisherios, iii expeditious of naiiiicul discovery, mcrctditile voyagt'S, or in 
some way hy whicji Umt fecliiig of iiuiependeiuc may be pre'.erveri, which 
is so esi^iitiai to tlKe^itisli character, and so csp<.ciully esscniiid to the 
tnard^p|karnctcruf Biitoiis. 

, Tiivlwcral and laudable subscription which is still open for the relief of 
these worthy objects of public benelicei.ce is truly gratifying, iind the 
systematic ^rrnngemcnL fp,r the atliniulstralion of it, is honorable the 
highest degree te^all ceorenied in it.*- We^iopc it will be long ere lire 
services^oP these br.ave ft^lows shall be demanded for the purposes of 
svar; but, JiS in the ordinary course of human affairs, that period must be 
sooner or later looked for, wc doubt not they wil{,*wlienes( r it st|^TI urrivey 
clieerfully uud leotlily repay Uie protection they now rtciite. 

^ " • - . - - .. mi --- 

• Wdi 64. 

Voi.xxxi^. . l 
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Tlierc are 70,000 seamen and marines at present on the pensioirAst, and*; 
pcohahly twice as niafy' soldiers! 

^ American''papers Itye arrii'ed.tu tl»e 18th pf ^kac. An expedition waa 
prepariugca^ St. Mary's, to proceed to occupy Amelia Island. It is said 
that the V^enrzueliau Deputy Imd sent orders to Commodore Aury to delend 
the place to the last; and, if compelled to yield by superior force, to 
surrender himself and his garrison, under protest, as prisoners of war.— 
The Conj’resi frig;.ite had sailed from the Chesapeake with the commis¬ 
sioners for South America, and would, it was supposed, cv passant, assist in^ 
the reduction. • 

We are glad to find, that the liou^e of Representatives have passed a 
resolution, wiiich is likely to remove a frequent cause of dispute between 
England and the United States. One,of their cunnniitees has been directed 
to enquire into the expediency of providingI'ur the apprehension of foreign 
seamen, deserters from their I'essels in the North Araerjcan harbours. As 
they are cinefly Rritish scatAeii who commiti this olTencc, and as it leads to 
their employment in tlie American ships of war, the resolution may he 
consideicd as a strong symptom of a proper feeliug jii the House towards 
England, , * 

I'liegeneral idea in England, Ireland, and Scotland, ivith respect to the 
United States, is, that tel eim^nKls land where they uitl, they are suret^ 
cmptopmcnl and good wnpes. Hence thousands of poor families have pro¬ 
ceeded to the cities of New York, New London, and other eastern ports as 
fur us Boaton, the most expensive cities that are in ihe United States. 
The emigrnnts, in niaiiy instances take no letters of introilnctioii; they 
luive no idea of the geography of the country—the vast extent of terfitory 
from Boston south and west, on the MoiMuigahela, Allctfaiiy, Ohio, and 
IMississippi, and the tributary streams, a distance of SOOO miles nnd 
upwards; and they are at a loss how to act or where to go, consequently 
they sutler ninny aii,d serious Inconveniences; di‘>nppniiiiiiieiit nnd dissalis- 
faciioii follow, and they wish themselves back again. Others sail to ports 
V^uth of tlkc Chesapeake or stop at ports in Chesapcakc>buy below Balti* 
more, which is equally improper, as they, in either case, increase their 
pxpenscs in proportion to the distance. » 

</ 

A meeting took place on the 2^h of November, nt New York, for the 
purpose of providing means of subsistence and employment 'ft^.<^risli 
EiiiigrniUs. , • ^ 

By th^ last'hccounts from New York it appears, that two thirds of the 
American navy are in commission and a-float, and that cvery^xertion was 
making in alhthe naval yard^ within the Union^ to coin|^lcte the ships now 
building there. Itnit for some time past a rendrzvous fur seain^iTTias been * 
opened m New York, and [dacards posted up, otrenng three ^loiitlis pay 
drnvn to sailors on their entering; llialT several English seamen not 
been able to withstand so great a temptatian, and were now serving oa 
board of American ships of war. . 

The American papers report that Mr. Ragor, the British ^inistnUias 
|iruit»>ied against the scizur^of Euii.i Tlorida by thu United Stales. East 
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inon<1« be regtu'dpd as the absolute key of many^f the British West 
India Islands. ^ ^ 

It is stated in a lotfw frem Spain, tlmt* the Rucsian squa^dron, now • 
(^etaijied at Spithead by foul wtllds, is to esqprt the expedition*which iii 
fitting out at Cadiz, for the Spanish Colonies; and that the Spanish Com* 
inissioners will be empowered to make pacific proposals to the Insurgents) 
or to direct hoBtilities, according to circumstances. 

Two Portuguese frigates are stationed in the Straits*of Gibraltar, to 
prevent the l umsian corsairs from passing into the Atlantic, until tlieil^ 
government shall have renewed the armistice with Portugal. * They expected 
a reinforcement from Lisbon, on the acrivul of which^ they were to proceed 
to blockade the port of Tunis. 

Inletligeiice has been receivud at Marseilles, that an American squadroti 
of 'eight ships Ylf war had been before Tunis. The Bey entered into a 
negociation with th^Coinmodoie,aiui the differences between the Regency 
and United States were ainical% arranged by^'nieans of a sum of money 
paid by the Bey. The American Consul Jiad been reinstated nt Tunis* 
According to the same letters, the plague continued its ravages at Bona, on 
the frontiers of Tunis. • 

A letter from Sierra Leone, mentions the rieturri to that place of the 
British scientific expedition for exploiing ttie interior of Africa. They 
v^ere compjetely unstn'ccssful, having advanced only ahunt 150 miles 
into the interior, from Kio Nunez. Their progress was theie stopped by a 
Chief of the country.—Nearly all tiic animals had died. Sovcriil officers 
died; and, what is rcMinirkable, hut one private, besides one drowned, of 
about* 200. Captain Campbell died two days alter tlicir return to Riu 
Nunez, and was buried witli another officer, in t'lc sauic spot where MajoT 
kiddie, and one of his officers, were buried on their advance. 


THE SPEECH OF THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS TO BOTH 
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT, 

6m ’iS'UEsnAY, januAiiy -27, 1310. 

and Gentfem'ek, 

W EWei'oinmanded by his Rnyal Highness the Priilce Regent (t» iiiforni 
you, that it is with great concern that he is obliged to aifUuunce to yoil 
the continuance of his Majesty's lamented indisposition. 

The Prince Ttegeiit is pbrsunded that you will dg^qily participate in tlieaffiic^ 
etfon with wMcIi his Royal Higlloess has been visited, by the unlainitoas and uo* 
timely death of Ids beloved and only child the Princess ('harloUe, • 

'Under thiif awful dispensation of ^Vovidenre, it has been a soothing consola¬ 
tion to the Prince Regent's heart, to receive from all dexcHptions of his Majes-' 
ty’s subje'cls the moH cordial assurances both of their just sense of the lo<s which 
Aiey.hove sustained, and of Uieir sympathy with his parental sorrow: And, 
owt^ufferitigs, his Royal Highness has not been aninindful of theefiket 
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^Mcb tbis lad event must haveoa Uie,i«temtt AUid fotufe Frespiisti &t tto 
kingdom. 'i * , . ' 

We are ermmtinded (o arquajnt you, that the Regent eontlBuei tore* 

* ceive from (Foreign Powers the strongest awurai^eeit of tbefr friendly dlipoiUioii 
towards tills Country, and of nbeir desire to maintain the general tru|qalUfty. 

Ills Roj^al llighni'88 has the satisfaction of being able to assnre ytM, that the 
confidence whirh he has invariably fell in the stability of the great sources of 
our national prosperity has not been disappointed. ' 

The improvemeh't which has taken place in the course of the last year, in 
almost every branch of our domestic industry, and the present stale of ptbHe 
frcdit, afford abundant proof that the difficulties noder which the coimtry was 
labouring were chiefly to be ascribed to temporary causes. 

So important a change could not fail to withdraw from the disaffected the 
principal means of which they had availed themselves for the purpose of foment* 
ing a spirit of discontent, which unhappily led to acts of insurrection and trear 
BOB s And his Royal Highness entertnini the most confident expectation, that 
the state of peace and tranquillity tc which the country isWw restored, will be 
maintained against all attempts'to disturb it, by the persevering vigilance of 
the Magillracy, and by the loyalty and good sense of the people. 

Gentlemen «/ the I/otuc of Commons, 

The Prince Regent has directed the Estimates for the current year to be laid 
before yon. 

His Royal Highness recommends to yonr continued attention the state of the 
Public Income and Expenditure; and he is most happy iir being able to ac> 
quaint you, that, since you were last assembled in Parliament, tho Reveaue 
has been in a state of progressive improvement in its most important branches. 

Kf Lords, and Genitemen, 

We are commanded by the Prince Regent to inform yon, that be has com- 
eluded Treaties with the courts of Spain and Portugal, on the important subject 
of the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

His Royal Highnt^ has directed that a copy of the former Treaty should be 
immediately laid before you; and he will order a similar communication to be 
made of the latter treaty, ns soon as the ratification of it shall have been ex¬ 
changed. 

In these negoclations it has beea his Royal Highpess’s endeavour, as far as 
circumst|inces would permit, to give effect to the recommendations coqtaioed in 
the joint Addresses of the two Houses of Parliament t Aod his RoyatHltiuiesB 
has a dolt reliance on yonr readiness (o adopt sneb measures as may be aecedsary 
for falfilliog tk: eagagemeut into which he has entered for that purpose. 

The Prince Regent has commanded us to direct your particular attention to 
the deficiency which has so; Icmg existed in the number t>f places bf pnblie wor¬ 
ship beloogini; to the Establiiilied Cburcli, when *i:offlpared’'witb tb* increased 
and incseasing population of the country. 

His Royal Higlwess most earnestly recommends this important subjeebteyobr 
early consideration, deeply impressed, as be has no doubt yon are, WR^juil 
^Xenseof the many blessings which Ibis country* by the favobr of .Divide Provl- 
'tdence has eqjoyed; and with the conviction, that the religious and moral habit* 
of the people are the most sore and firm foundation of national p(ospenty«i 




THE FAMILY VOYAGE. 

^/X^IS twice five years, and something more, 
, -L Since wc left England’s liappy shore. 
To Cross the western main; * 

The time was long from friends to part. 

And wishes moved each kindred heart, * 
For our return agajn. 


To India’s shores we bent our way. 
Doom’d for a length of time to stay, 
But such was fate's decree: 
Oui^object being fully gain’d,, 

For wliich we i»ad so long rcmaiird^ 
We homeward cross’d thfi sea. 

• 

Anxious we look’d fer fav’ring gales, 
To fill our widely-spreading sails, 
And drive us rpiickiy on ; 

Moit tliaii a hundred miles each dav, 
We travcll'd on our wat’ry way, 

To gain our native home. 

Anchor’d at length, our voyage o'l-r^ 
Our eyes turn’d wistfully tn snore, 
Though dailiiess reign’d around : 
Gladly we heard the captain say, 

He would not wait for coming day, 
To land on British ground. 


Still was the night, and calm the scu, 
Ibe rowers pull’d mo-r mnufully, 

To gain the*destin’d strand : 
Phosphoric light shone on the wave, 
Each stroke tlie sturdy boatmen gave, 
’Twas fire on either hand. 


Thus our eventful journal ends, 

Soon tSe embrac'd, oiir joyful firieuds, 
Who welcom'd onr return. 
Promis’d we ne’er would roam again, 
But here contented to ronKiuL 
,^or give them caurs to inourn. 



rOE^RT. 
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KXTRACJS FROM’mUS. M‘MULLAN*& FOESi; 

•« THE crescent/’ 

T he Grecian Cohorts, and the X'i^jan name. 

The Spartan phnhtnx, and the Ionian fame, 
Jtmmon's proud sun, and Cse^r's mighty artn, ^ 

The o’erwhelming Guths, the Vandals’ rude alarm, , 
Traced on immortal tablets bright, were long 
The painter's subject and the poet’s song; 

While empires flourish’d, and while empires fell. 

And age to age of slaughter’d millioiia tell.— 

Europe emerged :—still hostile sreptres sway’d, 

The jav’liii flew, the iul,repid war-horse neigh'd; 

Still clashing sabres cleft the jiclmct-phiine; • 

Each life a warfare, andfWch mound a tomb. 


Omniscient Powers beheld the enjiless strife, * 

As Mercy mourn’d the waste of human life 
The plaint was heard,.—Atlantic met their smile, 

The halo rested on liritannia’s Isle ! 

But, ere her glory reach’d its inountain-hciglit, 

Some adverse clouds eclipsed her brilliant light— 

These eaiiishetf when her plmne-crown’d Edward came, 
And Conquest waited on Fifth Henry’s name: 

On Cressy’-s plait), in Agincourt’s proud field, 

The G.tuls were taught that Britons never yield; 

Their Engiisli spiiit scorned a foreign yoke— 

Proud and iinhending as their native oak. 

Heaven’s charter this, “ The Brave shall e’er be Free ! 
“ Then Britain take the Empire of the Sea!” 


Her red-cross waved—her thousand ina^ts uprear’d— 
Her commerce spread—licr virgin Queen appear'd. 
Her arm now thunder’d, and her voice gave laws. 

To Honour time, and firm in Justice’ cause. 

Her navfil champions fought, till every wave 
Ensanguined, told the triumphs of the brave 
Vanqui^^i’d Armadas, v,ith their woudroq^ host, 

In fragments floated to their native const; 
where’er her standard met tlic ocean-breeze, 

Each vessel own’d her Empress of the seas. 

To-crown her glory, and to guide liur car, 

The Brunswick cameHail, Albion’s bgppy star! 
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C'^p'osinff nn\Ies still their force displa^’^d, 
pi ten ndvaiicidg^bqt as oft dismayd ; «* 

Batavia, Gallia, and Iberia frown’d, . 

Gave Cadmus’ harvest to Columbia’s ground : 
h'&lpe were tlie contests, countless on tlic main 
TWshatter’d bulwarks, and the heroes slain. 

Ever rictorions, Britain’s flag i^fuil’d 
Her great defiance to an envious world. 

Thy memory, Ibivic! to every tar is dear, 

And gallant Duncan merits well the tear, 

St. Vincent’s mck proclaims a glorious tale. 

While Nelson's deeds are known to every vale. 

What British heart but Hirobs from youth to age 
To read these registers in Britain’s page ! 

3‘Vom East to West lier l.circls proudly grew. 

The North, flie South, Jjer daring prowess knew: 

In Scotia's land rent'd many a ruliniUSon, 

And Ironi gredn T'lin call’d her Wcllmstton ! 

Exiled the Wc-f'tjt from a land of slaves. 

And sooth’d the ghosts on Wright’s t.nd Engiicin's graves. 


WriUcn on being told that I should endeavour to obtain the Good Will oj^ 

txerif l*erson. • 

• 

T here arc, whose prai'^es I am proud to gain;— 

There are who^'C prai'-einy character wnuld stain;— 

There are too tlioxe whose ccnsitre I would fly;*— 

There are whose censure w«(uld be eulojrv ! — 

Why then should .sage-s pteacli to simple youili . 

'J'ho l(*ve of worldly prudence? which, in sooth. 

But chills the Heav’n sprung ardor of the lireast. 

By teaching him suhiiiisscm wiicn opprest. 

Hence with such I'oul phiinsopliy!—the mind, 

Tor nobler ends by Deity design’d, 

Sltould rouse at honor’s call and scorn to yield 
*Tn gaunt iniustire, tliougli he stalk the field > 

Eirm in itself, and, conscious of its power, * 

Smile at^ilie threaimng storm thu’ dark it lower. 

And shnnning/ rror, doiyg wiint is rigiit, * • 

Shiij¥*fikc the di’mond in its native light.— ^ 

TJic good man's praise such conduct will obtain, 
bad man's censure I regal'd as vain. 


Untijiix, 





RESULTS OF A METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER 

Kept at Vie Observatory of the Naval Academy^ Gosport^ in 1817 , 

LaUSir 47' S3" N. Long. 1° 6' 4' W. in Time, 4'-24-3". ^ WILLIAM BURNEY, LL.D, 

The present mean diurnal Variation of the magnetic Needle hur^s S4° West, 
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( " 

The wimber df rniny days 19 nlso less this year^ than the preceding, by 
15 ; but the iiumbeiyr of brilliant and cloudless days is nearly on a par. 

The annual meat* state of the Barometer is *171, or nearly *3 of an inoh 
higher'; and the annual m^an thermometrieui heat between 3 " and 3” more: 
these favourable indications further corroborate tlie ungeniJbveather of 
that year. 

Th^ annual mean barometrical pressure, from three observations each 
day in 1817, is as follows ; at 8 o’clock A.M. 30*002 inches; at 3 P.M, 
30-005 inches; and at 8 in the evening, .30 017 indies. Thus, from 8 in 
• the morning till 8 in the evening, a small rise of the mercury is discovered J 
but notwithstanding the increase from 8 A.M. till 2 P.M., the mercury,from 
one hour before till two Ipurs after noon, suffers a simultaneous depression 
of about ^jth of an inch (in summer lime more) almost every sunny and 
fair day: this change we suppose to aiisc from solar influcure ; but the 
Aggregate diurnal increase docs, in all prohublllty, i^ise from a combina¬ 
tion of cause|||tas caloric downwards, no.-.-elcctric winds, &c. 

The annual mean diurnal ^jcmpcraturc of the upper room in the Observa¬ 
tory, where no fire was kept, is about 4° higher than the annual mpan 
diurnal temperature without door ; and the annual mean nocturnal tempe¬ 
rature 5"“ higher. This dilference undoubtedly aiises from two causes; 
viz. the loss of the caloi-inc'’or dark rays that steal imperceptibly on, and 
raise the Tlicrinoraeter placed without door; and the want of free air. 

. We make this remark merely to point nut to those wlio keep regular jour¬ 
nals of the weather, the real difference that will arise from icgistering from 
a Thermometer within, and from a Six’s placed In the f:eeairin a northern 
aspect, out of the rays of the sun : and wc are confident in stating, that 
similar observations made in the same city, town, or village, will ever vary 
considerably, without regard to placing the instruments for ipeteorologicnl 
purposes in suitable situations. 

Atmospheric l^henomenu. 

The following atmosfiheric piienomcna, which nc have selected, as a 
piece of curiosity, from our monthly Mctcorologic.-)! Journal, have come 
within our observation this year—iianioly, lightning 14 different days ; 
thunder, 1 1 ; hail, 13; snow, 6 ; and a qn^'seent barometer, C. 42 gales of 
wind from diffeicnt quarters; vie. 4 from the N. 2 from tlieN.R. 17 from 
the S.W. 10 from the W. and 9 from llu* N.W. 11 rainbows, eight of 
which were perfect, with their proper colours. Id solur halos< 15 lunar 
halos; 20 lunar coronas; 1 lunar iris; and I coloured paniseicnc, which 
appeared on the 30ih of July, between 11 and 13 P.M. 18_sniali meteors, 
commonly, culled failing tfir shooting stars, and 3 large ones, iutlf the 
apparent size of tlic moon at her greatest altitude: also 3 aHfora boreald^^ 
or ookhern lights. All the modifications of cloud adopted iisithe nomen¬ 
clature, appeared here on tiic 1 st of September. ^ . 

Ocular Appearttnees, 

Solar Halo. The most beautiful of tlie solar linlos appeared on t)it 
5tli of June, from 7 till £ past 9 A.M. on the vesiculee of aethin vapour or 
haze, which was at that time descending slowly into the lower medium; it 
Pl^casured in diametfr| hwizoiitall^y, aud several of the prismatic colours 
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• * 

that rorme<^ it were telesabl j bright: the atmosphere from the interior edge 
of the halo to the light yellow concentric corona irntflediately around the 
sun, was to all appearance doj-ker and denser than .that outsfde of the 
coloured circle, ^t 1 P.M. the folioeviog day, two semicircular psfts of u 
halo ofcthe^ine diameter appeared round the stm, formed on thick lofty. 
ciVri, itut ^y gradually disappeared as these light clouds moved out of the 
vicinity of the sui^towardi the east. , * 

L'jjiAR Halo* The most beautiful of the lunar halos appeared <m the 
24tliof November, at 9 P.M.; it was formed on passing beds of lofty 
attenuated cirrocumulus from the N.W. and exhibited four lively prismatic 
colours : its liorizuntal diameter, tiif-nsurcd by a sextant, was 45° capcila, 
in the constellation Auriga, being 22° 30'from the moon’s centre, and on * 
the exterior edge of the halo, whicli rribasurement doubled gives 45^ Its 
periphery was must perfect at inidniglit, whew the moon's altitude was 
groutesr, ^>r the perpendicular diameter of a lunar or solar halo, when 
betweeii the horizr>n and the zenith, is always somewhat greater than its 
horizooial diameter. Both solar u.'d lunar halos are harbingers of falling 
wentlier; us rain ge*iicraiiY follows in 42 or 24 hours, aud^ sometimes 
sooner, after their appearance, particularly if the wind coinINu a westerly 
direction over the Atlantic Ocean. • 

7b rfAcimcr fl so/t/rJI alo. Accustom yourself to look closely into the 
atmosphere within a few degrees of the sun, when the sunshine is rather 
faint, and no appearance of clouds near the sun at the time. 

A lunar halo is more easily discovered, fronrfthe moonlight being feeble, 
and less brilliant than the solar rays. 

Raimbow.* The widest and most perfect rainbow appeared on the 12th 
of October, at ^ past 4 P.M.; the diameter of its exterior bow along the 
earth, as measured by the sextant, was rather more than 100°, which is 
the widest we can possibly see. 

The funar Iris or Rainbow appeared on the 25th of August, at | past 

8 o’clock in the evening, for about 10 minutes, on a large nimbus in the 
N.W. the moon being nearly ut the full, and shining brightly in the S.E.; 
the prismatic colours of tins rare phenomenon were distinctly seen, but they 
were considerably fainter than those which constitute the^solar bow. The 
lunar iris is nearly of the same extent as the solar, and formed in a similar 
manner; namely, by the refraction of the moon’s rays in the drops of rain 
in the night. 

Aurora Boheams. The ilrst appearance of the aurora borealis was 
from & till 10 P.M. on the 8i.h o^Februury ; hut as that part of the northern 
hemisphere from the horizon to 70° in altitude, was almost overcast with 
cirrrostratus, its appearance here was not very remarkable, except in the 
instiuico of H few of the coloured coruscations that extended beyond the 
zeniti*southward. The sky being partly clear in the north the following 
evening, the lights were more distinctly seen; tiiey frequently%ppenred in 
perpendicular columns, at other times arched, and varied in colour in pro* 
portion to the^idereiit degrees of rarefaction of the air which they passed 
^roiigh. ^• • 

The last appearance was on the l9th of September, from | past 8 till 

9 P.M. between the N.W. h. N. and N. by E. points : there was only a 

low cirrostratus cloud near the horizon at the time, above which the 
aurora ascended in tliick and sletider pillars of a whitish light. Eight per* 
pendicular columns appeared at intervals, nearly equidistant from each 
other ; the highest was full 4(f* above the horizon, under iWam, and 
the thickest directly under Benetnaschf in the tail of ursa ?najor : they 
sometimes teriuinnlcd like the top of a cone, and at others like the long 
flame of a caudle. 1 




The observations in cacb line of this table**arc for • period of 24 hours, be* 
sinning «t 8 A.M. 

Results. 

Inches, , 

< Afaximum.. 30'58 Januarv 19th, Wind S.W. 

'' fMiniinnin.. 29*48 Dittofich. Ditto K.bjW. 

Range of the Mercury .... I'tO 

Mean barometrical pressure29*987 * ' 

Greatest vaViatiou in 24 hours *70 > ^ . 

Spaoes described. 7*85 

dauber of Changes.29 


THSHKOaETEE 5 M^inium.. 54" J«nui 
2 Minimum.. 22 Dm 

Range .32 

Mean temperature of tbe At- > 

mospbere'.| ^ 

Createst variation in 24 hours 17 <. 

Evaporation daring tbe pe^od *40 Inch. 
Bain, hail, and snow, di|fo .1*78 Do. 


January 16th, Wind W. 
Ditto ^ 26th. Ditto N.W. 


Sdile of the prevailing Windtm 

N. N.E. E. S. S.W.. W. N.W. 

2 3 5 1 9 S ‘ rssSlDiyi. 
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REMARKS ON THE WEATHER. 


I 


4 » 'm 

J^ECEitBER g], - At A A.M. a sbower of rmall transparent Hail, foU 
lowed by tvmulostmtvt and iniervalsof sunshioe till noon : P.M. an over^ 
cast sky, and a cold breeze from the east. 


Overcast till 9 A.M. then fine, with cirrut, citrocumvli, and cumuli 
ia all quarters near the horizon: the night fair and frosty. 

S3. A veil of cirrostmtus, which broke away at 10 A.M.; then fine, 
%vith plumose cirrus, and ctrrocumtt/qs till sun-set: the night as the pre* 
ceding; ^and a quiescent barometer during the last 94 hours. 


24. A.M. fine, with cumuli, and a stiff easterly breeze: P.M. clear and 
frosty. 

* 25. A.M. hoar iTobt early t^sunshine, with cunivlus below rirrocu7nu/as; 
P.M. as the preceding. 

26. Hoar frost, and a stratus on the l^arbour and at Spithead : a trans¬ 
parent atmosphere*and calm all day : haze after sun-set, followed by rain ; 
the maximum of temperature at midnight. , . 

27* The day tibarly as tlie preceding: a*strong westerly gale, and rain 
at night. , ’ 

28. A.M. fine, with cirrocumulus a^ cirrostratus : P.M. clear and 
frosty. 

29 . A.M. hour frost with ice, and a cloudless sky: P.M. linear cirri 
from the W. and N.W.; as the upper atmosphere became cairn, we Itad 
an opportunity of seeing those soft delicate clouds descend gradually, and 
soon after sun-set they passed to cirrostrati, while a slow depression was 
observed on the mercury in the barometer: showers of rain and hail in thp 
night, when the maximum ^f temperature occurred. * 


30* Much cirrostratus in flocks and in beds, and intervals of sunshine: 
the sky overcast at night, followed by a little rain. 

31. Overcast and foggy tiil 10 A.M. then cirrostratus appeared : from 
noon till sun-set a clear sky : the night cloudy and fine. 


JJavvakv 1/ 1818. A.M. hoar frost, with icc, a cold easterly wind, 
and sunshine, with low cumulus clouds ; P.M. a clear sky. 

2. A light hoar frost, afterwards heavy cumuhstratuf, and but little 

suosbine tiftough the small openings of this compound modification: a heavy 
gale from the eaA till midnight. * • 

3. At ^ A.M. 1| inch of snow, which fell in pretty large flocks or tufts, 
the aggregate of each tuft was composed of short fine bars, of a cylindrical 
shape—P.M. overcast, and, rain—the maximum of temperature in the 
night. 

4* Ileiyry cumulo&traius early, followed by nimbi aud showers, with 
intervals of sunshine—maximum ofatemperature in the night* 
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A Strong gale from the ^.W. from 5 A.M. tjll tidon: a ^aioy day^ 
and n fine night. 

« f 

, O. A little hoar frost and’ice ; a brilliilKt and cloudless day, and a 
rising ba'f^onieter: a beautifiil blush on the twilight, both' in the eastero 
and western sky, followed by a descent of haze. 

7> A.M. fine with t.7>rus passing rapidly to cirrostratUM f afterwards 
low cumulus clouds: P.M. a brisk gale from the west, accompanied with' 
rain. 

8 > A fine dH 5 ', with plumose rirrvs, and attenuated eirrostrn/tts; atsun* 
sbt there was a beautiful display of light red rim, fretted and embossed^ 
and cirrocumuli in the S. and S.W. ; the upper edge of a cirrostralus 
cloud, arched like a rainbow from N.N.W. to S.E. was also tinged with a 
tcry deep icd : hazy through tlie night. 

9* A rainy and windy day. ' 

10. Drizzling ruin till 2 P.M. when the lower itrfitufa of cloud broke 

away, and for about an hour cirrocumiUus appeared iii docks, well formed 
from the ri/ rus above. ‘ i 

11. Drizzling rain nearly ail day : nimbi and smart showers at night. 

ICi. A grey morning; at noon a beautiful sol.-ir halo 44° in horizontal 
diaiiieter, appeared on a veil ot'thick cii rna, which in the afternoon passed 
to attenuated cirrostratus; wind and rain after 5 P.M. 

13. Wet and windy—a lunar corona at ^ past 10 P.M. 

14. A.M. as the preceding, and a gale from the VV.S.W. heavy eceiiu- 
iuslralus and sunshine in the afternoon, 

15. An overcast sky all day and night, and ti strong gale from the 
west. 

iG. Part of a solar halo :'rom 9 till 10 A.M. : at noon rain, followed 
immediately by a hard gale from the west. 

17* A fine sunny day, with cirrostrutus early, and a constant flow of 
lofry cumuli ; u gold-coloured sun-set, and a clear moonlight night. 

It 

18. Nearly as tlie preceding, with lofty cumuli, aiul cumulostratus. 

19* A.M. a light hoar rio-.t, calm, and a tuuisparcnt atmosphere : the 
afternoon finp, with cirtus and cumulus clouds : a clear sky at night, but 
hazy below. » 

SO: A light hoar frost early : a fine sunny day, with plumosr cirri, «>- 
rocumuli, aiidcdistaiit cir7ast!tjtus : the passing ci/tus was tinged with red 
at sun-set; and these was a blush on the twilight, both in the eastern and 
western sky ; a close corona round the moon from 5 till 6 P.M. 4hc night as 
thepfeceding. 
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* *fi>vomotion9 anti fllppointtnentif. 

• * 

Captgins, &c. appointed. . 

K. Bernard, to be post-captaiq. • * 

Cimries H. Heed, to the Driver, on the Leith station, vice CapL Xtoas, 
appointed to prosecute tite northern discoveries. 

iliglit Hon. Lord H. F. Thynne, is promoted to tlie rank of a lieutenant, 
and appointed*to the Tagus; Hon. Edward Gore, to the ^nk of lieutenant, 
and to the Fly sloop; John Roberts, and Thomas Harding, to the rank of 
lieutenants; C. C. Dent, to be a lieutenant, and to the Challenger; J. W. 
Cairnes, to the Island of Ascension; C. R. Milborne, to the Ganymede^; 
L. D. lljitchelJ, to the Larne; T, R, Brigstoke, to the Lee; 11. Jeilicoo, 
and Wm. Saunders, to the Erne; .lohii linrclay, to the Esk; G. C. Gutn> 
bier, to the Orlando; J. G. N<>ps, to the Cadmus; Williain Morrell, to 
one of the ships bound on discoveries. 

Admiral Sir llicliard Bickerton. Bart, is appointed I.ieut-Gcncral oftlit 
Royal Marine Furcqs, vice Sir Richard Onslow, Bart, deceased ; and llcar- 
n*dmiral Sir George Hope, K.tf.B. is a|)puinted Major-general, vice Sif 
Richard Bickerton. 

Captain Ciotwortliy Upton, is nppointed^avnl Commissioner at Trin- 
comalee. East Iiulifs, vice Peter Puget. 

Capt. E. Bernard, to tlie Conway; Timothy Scriven, C.B. to the Erne ; 
Charles 11. Reed, to the Driver; D. Buchan, and John Ross, to thd com- 
tnand of tan or the ships intended to pruseeflte the northern discoveries. 

Captain Robert Larkan of Gosport, is appointed to Greenwich Hospital, 
vice RutlicH'ord, deceased. 

D. Down, surgeon of the flag ship in the- Mediterranean, is appointed 
Physician Extraordinary to the Duke of Clarence. 

Doctors James Gillies, Surgeons, R.N. and Win. Beatty, the laltei 
Pliysitian to the Channel fleet, are appointed Physicians Extraordinary to 
Ilis Royal Highness the Prince Regent for Scotland. 

Mr. W. H. Orton, of the superior class of shipwrights, having served In:, 
time in the school for naval architecture, is appointecl to Sheerness dock 
yard; Mr. William Morgan, from the sante establishment, is appointed to 
iOeptfurd dock-yaid; Mr. Charles Buniiycastle, to Woulwicii dock-yqrd; 
aud Mr. Francis Lciard, to ¥*urtsmouth dock-yard. 


DEATHS. 

Lately, at her residence in the Cdgware-road, after a few days illness, 
aged 34 years, the lady of Rear-admiral Charles Dudley Pater. 

Lately, at his seat'at Cufliiellh, in Hants,^ aged 72 years, RigliPHon. 
Gedrge Rose, M.P. Treasurer of H.M. Navy, President of tk||B Board 6f 
'JVade, Clerk of P.irliament, &c. &c. • 

Lately, was drowned in a boat race, from Plymouth, round the ^dy- 
stone, by till* upsetting of the boat in which he wassailing, Lieut. j7w. 

.Dyer, R.J^. Date of coinrnission, 31st Marclf, 1812. . 

On the 2'2d October, at Bonington House, Lanarkshire, I.ady Ross 
BailliCf of ^^aiuingtoii, relict of the lute Vire-admiral Sir John lJ)ckhart 
Ross of Bainngown, Baronet. 

On tho 26th Decoinber, in Dmdon, aged .36 years. Captain George Bui- 
|ey, R.N. Date of commission, |7th Jan. 1814. 

Suddenly, at Havre de Grace, on the evening of the 27tli December, 
Capt. G. R.JDouglns, R.N. he was carried to the grave by eight of his bro¬ 
ther officers, attended as chief uioiBuer by the Britisii Consul* Dat^ of 
(:ofninission, ^Stb Feb, ISIS* | 
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On th« S9th Dec.^in the 82djear of hisa», Mr. \V«. Goddard, father of 
Thomas Goddard, Es'f. Porshr of the R 9 jit{Geor|j>e Yacht.' 

On the Sd of January, at ^uthampton, aged 77 years, Sir Richard Oas-^ 
low. Part* G.C.B. t/Vdminil of the Red^ aiW Lieut,"General of the Royal 
Marine Forces > he was nest Father of tlie Fleet to Earl St. Vince>it» Sir 
Richard was esteemed,"in tl^ extended sense—d good officer. He com* 
menced his naval c.trepr at a very early period of Fire. His first appoint- 
ment as lieutenant, bears the date of December, 17,175^ On the llih 
of July, 1761, h'^ was a'dvanced to the Tank of coninmnder; and on the 
'l4th of April, 1762, he was made post into the Humber, a 40-f!un ship. 
'Captain On.sIo\v was iiii the squadron under tiie command of Iiord Howe, 

Sandy Houk, in July, 1778, and accompanied that officer in his eipedi- 
tion to Rhode Island, in'August following, in quest of the French fieet. in 
July, 1780, when in command of the Belloim, 74, fie«aptared the Dutch 
ship of war, Princess Caroliue, of 54 guns, r.;id 300 njen. In 1790, Cap¬ 
tain Onslow was appuinled to the Magnificent, 74, one of the fleet intended 
fur the OhanneV scrvic^i'^and equipped ihrdhgh apprehensions of a war 
kWith Spain relative to Nootka Sound. That alarm, however, having blown 
over, he quitted his command, and was nf-ver employed again as a private 
captain. On the 1st of July1793, he was advaueed to near-ndmirni pf 
'the White. In 1796, Rear-admiral Onslow was, for st short time, Port- 
adtriral at Plymouth, and was soon afterwards appuin.ed second in com¬ 
mand of. the fleet under the late Lord Duncan in the North Sens; where 
he distinguished himself in the Monarch, 71, in the defegft of the Dutch 
rflsct under Admiral de \Vintcr; ship conmnenred the action, and sus¬ 
tained greater than any one in the British fleet, the Ardent excepted; the 
Vice-admiral Kcntjies, in the Jupiter, 7^, and .'iOO men, struck to the 
Monarch. For his gallant conduct in this, action he was created a Ba¬ 
ronet; received th& thanks of ^oth Houses of Parliament; and was pre¬ 
senter)' with the freedom of the City of I/mdon, and a sword of oiie hun¬ 
dred guineas value. Siri^Richnrd retained his cointnnnd in the North Sea 
Fleet, but without any further opportunity of distinguishing himself, till 
the year 1799, when he reigned. On the 14th of July, 1799, he was pro¬ 
moted to be Admiral of the Blue Squadron, and subsequently obtained 
the distinguished honour of being appointed Lieutenaiit-general of Marines,, 
and was created Grand Cross of the order of the Bath. 

On the4(h January, in an apopletic fit, at Woolwich, Mr. James Braine, 
ofHJM. dock-yard at that place. Mr. Braine bad been for several years a 
faithful servant of the public, and is much regret^d, and was greatly res¬ 
pected by all who knew him. 

On the 10th January, Mr. John Iniies, Purser Royal, at his residenpe 
near Portsmouth. Date of warrant, 77th January, '1804* 

Oti the l4th January, at^s apartments in Greenwich Hospital, deeply 
lamented 4;iy a numerous citcle of bi other officers and friends, Calptain 
W. G- Uuth.'rford, R.N. C.B. Captain Ruthdiflkird w»s one of tiie heros 
of'i^falgar,.having the honor to command H.JVitS' Swiftsure, of 74 guns, 

‘in that evee-memorable battle. Capt. R. wae aiTiiust eentiamaq^y chn- 
racter, aaiF a highly re&pdbtc-d naval officer. Date of commi^ion, loth 
Nov. 1796. 

On the 19th January, at Portsmouth, of an apoplectic fit, Mr. Wm* 
Browne, gunner of il.M. Briton. 


<- Errata. ■ 

Vol xxtviii. page 504, line 14, for ‘‘edenj,’* read ^‘eadem;* liivs 32, 
dek tiie entram^e of;*^ and line 36 of the saifie page,yi>it *' cgiisf ef retri¬ 
butive Justice,'' TMd ** course of retvbotive justice." ' . 

At page 493, line 30, ^f}r “ sons’’ read “ roses.” 

——— 494, liye llj'/r, “forget,"yfad"forgot.* • . 
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•or THE tATE* • 

SIR HUGH PALLISER, Bart. 


ADMIRAI. Of THE WHITS, &C. ^ 




■■■■ We read lecture* to jron, 

How youngl^ he began to serve hii eonatry, * 

Hflw long continued , and what stock he ipruigs of. 

• SnAKtsraAaB. 

T he professional serricea of tbit gentleman were connected 
with a lonl^ and ioterestiog portion of British History; and 
it will be seey even in the slight sketch of them that we ate enabled 
to give, that they were performed with a zeal and ability highly 
honorably to his character, although the most prominent feature of 
his history consists in the question of them. Success is perhaps in 
too many instances viewed as the criterion of both, or rather the 
failure of it is too often considered as justifiable ground for doubU 
ing either the existence or the exertion of those essential qualities. 
We should indeed not too easily acquiesce in, or excuse defeat, let 
the* purpose be what it may; but as the issue of all enterprise is 
controlled by a superior hand, and especially in affairs which 
involve the interests of whole nations, if on a fair, unbiassed 
scrutiny, we shall be foiyid to have deserved success, we are 
entitled to somewhat like the credit of it. We are told that 
ttme and Chance happeneth to all: whatever may strictly be 
understood by Chance, we certainly find that snccps< does not 
happen to all--but the reverse, we fear, to the far greater iitynber 

% V 

—with this, however, as a general question, we haVe no present 
* concern—the ngval career of Sir Hugh presents repeated instances 
in which his zeal and ability were evinced by the gratifying test 
of success. 

The family of this gentleman was ancient, and respectable, and 
possessed a considerable estate at Newbywisk, in Yorkshire. 
His fAther was a captain in the*anny, and the younger son of ^ 

Ufih. €im. Voi, xxxiy. •» ) 
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numerous family*, He had, also two unclesj ^who £cd with the 
Tank of lieutenanti-colonels. His mother was the daughter of 
• Humphrey Robiuson, E^. of Thick6t.Hall) in the county of 
York. Of his father we have no farther information, than'that 
he was wounded severely in the battle of Almanza. The family 
estate it appears was greatly encumbered by the eldest ^f his uncles, 
whose prodigality had brought it nearly to a state of ruin, but who 
So the course of a long life, (he having lived to the period of 100 
years), and a timely retreat from the vortex of dissipation, removed 
the incumbrances, and^ntailed on the respected subject of this me¬ 
moir six hundred pounds R'year. Another member of the family 
lived in habits of friendship with the celebrated^ Locke, and died 
Archbishop of Cashel; to this gentleman, the College of Dubliii 
js indebted for some valuable endowments. 

Sir Hugh was born at Kirk Deighton, in thc«county of York, 
on the 26th of February, 1722. To gcntlcnen of bis rank in 
lifq, the Army, Navy, Church, or Bar, present the only ready 
avenues to suitable employment. He had shewn an inclination (o 
the navy, and was placed at an early age under the cate of a rela¬ 
tion, then a captain in the service. When inclination leads, exer¬ 
tion follows ; the whole art of seamanship was scduiou<*ly studied, 
and actively practised, in all the various duties of a naval officer— 
and among the early friends which his good conduct gained him, 
he had soon the,honour to number, Lord Anson, Admiral Bos- 
cawen, and Sir Charles Saunders. 

In the year 1742, Mr. Palliser was made lieutenant; and in the 
engagement off Toulon on the llth of February, 1744, we tindl 
him first of the Essex, commanded by Captain Norris, who having 
disgraced himself in the action, subsequently absconded, and^vas 
struck off the list. It appears, however, from Schomberg^s 
account, ihai on the 21st of May following, Captain Norris, ia 
the Essex, distroyed several armed xebeques^ settees ‘laden with 
stores, prorisions, and ammunition, bouhd to Antibes, which had 
taken shelter in Cassi creek. 

The character of Mr. Palliser was, however, in no degrte 
affected the disgrace of his commander; in July, 174d, he was 
advance# to the rank of commander, and appointed to the WeiEle 
sloop, in which he c^tured fouf French priTateers wMie ea Ids 
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staiicm dff Beacby Head. The captuie of two of them wait tiodcefl 
im thefollowiog officiailetter** ' • 


** Admiraltj/gOfficet October 14, 1746. 

** Captain Paliiser, in his Majesty's sloop the Weazic, being on a cruise 
off the Isle of Wight, tui the 8th instant, at ten in the morning, saw a 
shallop, which he gave chase to, and at once came uf^with her and took 
her ; site was called the Jeantie, a Prench privateer belonging to Boulogne, 
mounting six carriage and six swivel guns, and had fofty-eight men oR 
board, and was commanded by Antaine Colloit. 

When Captain P^iser had siiifted the prisoners, be gave chase to 
another vessel, and at daik came up with and conk her. She was calJed 
the Fortune, a French privateer of Ilonfleur, mounting ten carriage and 
ten swivel guns, anti had nintjy-five men on board, commanded by John 
Gilliere. Both the prizes arc brought into port." 


Oa tiie 25th November, in the same year, he was promoted 
to post rank, and commissioned to the Captain, in the sqnadron 
of Commodore Leggc, appointed comftiander-in.chief at the Lee. 
ward Islands ; and on the death of that gentleman soon after, he 
removed into the Sutherland, of 50 guns, the Captain, as a larger 
ship, being assigned to the .senior captain, afterwards Sir George 
Toebeke. 

In the mdnth of October, 1747, Admiral Hawke, who had 
been despatched with orders to cruise off Cape Finisterre with 
fourteen sail of the line, to intercept a fleet of French merchant, 
men, fell in with it, and engaged the squadron by which it was. 
protected, and captured six of the enemy’s ships, hut the convoy 
escaped; the admiral then despatched the Wcazle sloop, with 
information to the* commaoder.in-chief on the Leeward Island sta. 
tion, and a great part of the convoy was taken ; hut the Snther. 
land having lost her masts in a hurricane, was unable to share in 
the capture. To this misfortune shortly after succeed another. 
In a craii£ to the leeward of Martinico^ he put into Prince Ru. 
pert's Bay, Dominica, lor water. The island being ’in the sole 
possession of the French, and native Indians, it was necessary 
that a party of marines should be landed for the protection of the 
waterers. The armourer,* in taking the arms out of the chest on 
the qnartcr-deck, struck, fire, which communicating car* 

tottch bo:^ therein, occasioned* all the arms to go off. Captain 
• Paliiser was sitting on the opposite side oT the deck, on the other 
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anA xiimty aad wai SmmedUvteiy' wounded f bull urbicb eatenl' 
oo tjk lefteide of hhi back, and was taken ont at Me rigkb groin ; 
anothe;: struck hisiright hip, and a third Ms heft shoulder. The 
armourer and bis mate were both killed, but the captain, contruTy 
to the expectation of the surgeons tbemselres, recorered. He, 
however, remained lame ever after in the left leg, with a perpetual 
and sometimes excruciating pain, which ultimately occasioned his 
death. • 

His inclination to the service was not, however, in any degree 
diminishedr^by this accident. To a service so peculiarly and neoes* 
sarily fraught with peril, no one, indeed, should offer Mmaclf, 
but with the voluntary and complete devotion of his person. In 
the year 1748, on the peace with Frawce and Spain being accom- 
plished. Captain Palliser was appointed to the Sheerness frigate^ 
and ordered to proceed to the East Indies to inforai Admiral Bos* 
cawen of that event, which service being performed, he was, in 
1750, commissioned to the Yarmouth guatd.ship, in which he did 
not long remain, for in consequence of. certain schemes projected 
by the disaffected Scotch with the Court of France, for returning 
to Scotland with a view of exciting fresh disturbances there, he was 
Ordered in the Seahorse, a kO-gun ship, to cruise off the coast of 
Scotland to intercept them, should the attempt be made. The 
natural ilUwill excited against him there by the baffling service he 
was sent upon, ^vented itself in many coutrivaiiccs by the Pre¬ 
tender’s party to distress him and defeat his purpose, and among 
others the following : The captain, by his instructions, was em¬ 
powered to accept the services of all such men as voluntarily 
offered themselves, it being presumed the most likely ircans of 
keeping up a lo^al crew. For one of these volunteers they forged 
an indenture, and having claimed him as an apprentice, proceeded 
against the captain in the Vicc-Admiralty Court of Scotland, for 
entering him ; and refusing to mscharge him,^ the firsi time that 
the captain went on shord, he was arrested by the Judge’s war¬ 
rant, aad confined in the Tolbooth several days, until the Lords 
of Session ioterposing their authority, superseded the warrant, 
aud released him. The master of the vessel w ho cquatenancad the 
forged imLentnre, fled. 

He next appointed to the Bristol, of 50 g^ins, eofaspisiionail 
gs a gaajrd-fliip at Plymf nth. But on this ftatioa be did not IM 
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Jttimfin* *Th« enorofdiments of the Fr^di oa bi^ settlesicAti 
•f VitgivUiy htd become lio ibold aad determined, «a- iiodonger to 
be .viewed .with indifference.^ Disputes had prerlonslf .erisfm wUh * 
respsht to the limits of Aca^a; and wMle the adjustment of these 
difoenees was in agitation between the commissaries of the two 
Crowns at Paris, tho French were in order to engross the whole 
of the far-trade of America; extending a chain of forts along the 
lakes Erie and Ontario, for the purpose of excluding ns from all 
compieroe with the Indian nations. These encroachments had been 
for many years gradually rcntured, and on 'the part of the Engli^ 
coninred at, from a consideration of the cOftts of war to far pre¬ 
ponderating again|t the lofts of commercial profit, and other colo. 
Dial difficulties. Thus enciRiraged, *the French afterwards carried 
on thmr progressive invasion upon the territory of New York, 

ft _ 

and boldly, and atill without opposition, built the fort of Crown 

• 

Point. In this manner, from year to year, they had added 4resi. 
pass to trespass; fruitless remonstrances haA been made, and at 
the period, to which the course of our biography has brought us, 
while the Freocli Court were pretending to settle at home the just 
boundaries of their possessions in America, it was secretly coun. 
tenanting the forcible extension of them, by a usurpation of ours 
respecting which no question had been made. It was therefore re¬ 
solved by our government, that an army riiould be immediately 
sent.to Virginia, to drive the French from their eiicroachmentft on 
thftt province. Commodore Keppel was accordingly ordered to 
proceed thither, with two fifty gun ships and some frigates, and 
Captain Paliiser, with the Seahorse and Nightingale, was appointed 
to convoy the transports. * 

To whatever may be attributed the subsequent differences between 
thesCi two highly respectable officers, we are.inclined to think that 
a spirit of emulation (which althoimh generally product^rc of |[tnch 
public goody is alwpys alloyed by a certain portion of personal 
Jealousy) on the^art of 6aptain Paliiser, had some remote ivflu- 
ei^ in. the production of them. *' 

The commodore had sailed in'September 1754; Captain Paliiser 
iOiJaQuary 1755, and avoiding the usual tract, he ran southward a$ 
far as the Tropic. By this judicious course he effected the^appy 
result of pfbserving his ships from the heavy gales found in tlfe 
jordisAiy: passage, and the. troops from sicki^ss. The coQunodorei, 
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luid cMeb^dribe plaoe. of dcstinatio&y HanptOTy bntS Tery 
«bo»t tiiee ^before*,* broa|;bt his ships in a state of great damage, 
and hi'-sliip*s-companies extremelj skkty; whereas Captain Pallisisr, 
.on his-arrival, produced his ships in good condition, the troops in 
f^od health, and the hospitals that had been provided bj the eom- 
nfodoro, in tlm expectation that the men fie brohght wlthfiim 
teordd be in a similar state of ill health with his own, he shewed 
4o be unnccdssary. Here was the service of the country highly 
promoted, and the thanks and eongratulation of the commodore 
«K> doubt paid him, as most justly due; but it is scarcely to be 
atipposed that there was no sense of private mortification on one 
aide, and of proud superiority on the other. 

'Captun Palliser proceeded immcdi^ely with the troops np the 
river Potomadc to Alexandria, where the first Congress was held, 
consisting of the commanding general and commodore, and the 
governors of all his Majesty’s colonies ; and here the provincial 
troops of Virginia, under Captain Washington, afterwards so justly 
calebratcd as a general and statesman, joined the King!s troops. 

The failure of this expedition is well known, and fairly atfr!> 
bntable to the indiscretion of General Braddock, who, although 
possessed of undoubted courage, may be said to have sacrificed His 
life and the interests of his country to hiS personal haughtiness and 
obstinacy; he was ably supported by the naval part of theexpc* 
ditibn, but he< was not a man to be advised, and ruin was. the 
consequence. Captain Palliser returned in the Seahorse to 
England, and the commodore returned with him as a passenger.* 

Captain Palliser was in the same year appointed to command the 
Eagle, of 60 guns ; and on the 30th May, in the following year, 
he, in company with the Medway, cruising off Ushant, fell in with 
a French East India ship, mounting 50 guns, to which they "gave 
ehaag, and’ after a short but s^ere action, captured her, having 
Ailled fifty.onc of her men, passed ninety-s(^cn shot through both 
■ides of her, and brought down her mttin and mizen.masts. The 
Eagldhad ten men killed, thirty-two wounded, and. twenty.Que 
shot through her sides. 

•From the Eagle, Cl^tain Palliser was, in the beginning of the 
year 1758, appointed to the Shrewsbury, of 74 guns; and’in 
Jaly, the same year, he was"detached by Lord Anson, with a. 
f^aadron to watch Hi^Frcnch fleet in Brest Road. In t^ ebarliC 
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f>( itiifeigerTice be Ie4 in witii r fleet of. c^BStets^ ceatoy^of 
tiro frigates, the frigates he drove on shore at *flie entraOtce of the 
Bay D’Hodiernes, and capAired some of the tracflng vessels# 

In 1759, the memorable expedition against Quebec was ddm* 
picted, and about the middle of February sailed for Cape Btetah| 
under the command of Admirals Saunders and Holmes. To this 
expedition Captain Palliser was attached, in the Shrewsbury, lis 
the squadron commanded by Admiral Saunders. On the 21st of 
April, they came in sight of Louisbourg, but could not enter thO 
harbonr, it being blocked up with ice. The squadron then bora 
away for Halifax, whence Hear-Admiral Durell wae deapatchedi^ 
with a small squadron, to the viver St. Lawrence, to intercept any 
supplies to the enemy. Hemrrived, * however, too late to prevent 
seventeen sail, laden with provisions, stores, and recruits, under 
convoy of three fipgates, from reaching Quebec. In the mean* 
while, Admiral Saunders haTiug entered the harbour of Lottis« 
bourg, embarked eight thousand troupS, and proceeded up the 
river St. Lawrence, it having been previously surveyed by the 
hnmortal Cook, then serving obscurely in the squadron of Admi. 
ral Saunders. On the 26th of June, the forces were disembarked 
upon the isle of Orleans, and a manifesto was immediately pubt 
Hshed, promising protection to the peaceable inhabitants, anti 
professing the competency of their power to quell all resistance. 
The pppositiun of the enemy, however, was notjlo be paralyeed 
by professions; he was prepared at ail points, and put the BrUiA 
commanders to the necessity of exerting all their talents, naval and 
military, to proceed with any chance of success. Nor were talents 
of the very first dcscriptioft wanting. Never did the thirst «if 
glory, or the dread of disgrace, operate more powerfully than in the 
breast of Wolfe, and although in the course of this ever>memorable 
siege he was driven by the difficnlties that presented themselves to 
a state bonicring on a desperation of success, he was d^tcr- 
sained to sacrifice every dhing to the iSast possible chance of 
preventing an inglorious result to the enterprise. &mg 
informed that a body of the* enemy was posted with, cannon 
at Point Levi, opposite the city of iQuebcc, he detached 
four hattalions, under Brigadier Moncktou, who passed the 
at nighty and in the moi^ng droye them from their post* 
AnotherdeiUchment took possession of ibfi western point of tiie 
' • ' ... 
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iiknd of OHckii 8 > which in the hands of the eneoiy whnld htro 
prevented any shtp from lying at anchor within two mlleii of 
' Quebec. ' ' 

While erecting a battery on Point Levi, and rendering it 
eftetive against the city, the fleet was exposed to the utmost dan- 
^r. Soon after landing the troops, a violent storm arose, and 
nie wind blew with sneh impetnosity, that several of the trans* 
ports were driven fool of each other and disabled. Many of the 
large ships lost their anchors, and a number of boats and small 
craft foundered. The enemy, taking advantage of this distress 
and coofnsion, got ready levea fire-ships, which at midnight they 
sent down from Quebec among the transports ,3 but though skil¬ 
fully directed, their purpose was defekted, by the judgment of the 
admiral, and the courage and dexterity of the seamen, who boarded 
the fire-ships, and towed them a-ground, where they burnt harm¬ 
less *to the water’s edge. A similar attempt was made, though of 
a more formidable description, a month afterwards, and rendered 
abortive by the like resolution and activity. 

Having made the hospital and stores secure on the island of 
Orleans, the forces crossed the north channel, and encamped on 
the side of the river Montmorcnci. Many objections have been 
made to the general’s choice of situation by the Falls of Montmo- 
rend, which it is not now of importance to inquire into. On the 
tSth of July, the admiral, at his request, sent two ships of war, 
two armed sloops, and some transports with troops. In this 
liftle armament, the general himself reconnoitered the banks of die 
river St. Lawrence, in search of a place most favorable for a 
descent, with a view to bring on a general engagement. But 
cclties every where presented themselves, and left him only the 
choice of them. ' 

After sdme trifling success anoint au Tremble, he returned to 
Montinorenci, where Brigadier Townshend had pfevented the 
erection of a battery on the opposite^ side of the river, which 
Would have commanded the British camp. The general here 
resolved to attack them, and first to reduce a redoubt close to the 
water*s edge, preparations for which were accoi'dingly made. 

On the 31st of July, part of Brigadier Monckton's br^pide Srax 
ebibarked in tl^ boats Of the fleet' at Pilot 'LeH. The biv 
gades of Townshend and Murray were in readiness to pat^^ tvt^ 
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whei^ lJiould necessary; and the a4piiral^.hA4 Stf^ooed^he 
Centurion in the channel to check the^fire of.the .lo,w^ iHtUeiy} 
which commanded the torch; a numerous tr^ of artille|jL.ieai . 
placed upon the eminence, to batter and* enfilade the left'of tlus 
enemy’s entrenchment, and two flat-bottomed armed ressels wvte 
Vnn a-ground to favor the descent of the forces. 

v ff, •’ -c . . 

By this judicious arrangement, and a welUdiredted fire fram, the 
Centurion, the enemy was confused, and the genesal resolved to 
avail himself of their confusion to storm his entrenchment, 
.ordered that the three brigadiers should put, their troops in motion 
at a certain signal; but the best arranged plan is liable to accident, 
several of the boats from Point Levi ran a>ground^ disoiffler 
.ensued, time was*lost, unci the march of Brigadier Townshmd’s 
corps, then in motion, was ordered tp be stopped. The boats 
were after a while floated, and advanced through a heavy.of 
shot and shells, the General iif person sounding the shore, and 
pointing out the most eligible place for disembarkation. Thirteen 
companies of grenadiers, and two hundred men of the second 
American*battaIion were first landed. They were ordered to form 
in four distinct bodies, and await the support of the other troops. 
“ The better part of valour is discretion.”—The ardour of.the 
troops was such, that before Monckton had landed, and ucjule 
Townshend was on his march at a considerable distance, tha gire» 
nadiers, without even waiting to be drawn up in any regular forpi, 
rushed impetuously and in disorder towards the enemy’s. entr|^cb« 
ments. The first fire they received did such execution among them, 
that they were compelled to shelter themselves under the redoukt 
which the enemy had left. * There they remained, unable to.fQim, 
notwithstanding the endeavours of their officers, many of whom 
, lost their lives in the attempt. 

The General, seeing their exertions useless,. ordered them to 
retreat behind Monckton’s brigade, which had now landed, and 
,was drawn up in order oq the beach. They accordingly fetired^in 
confusion, leaving numbers on the field to the barbarity«of 
Indians, vvho massacred the living, and scalped the dead, even- in 
sight of their indignant companions.* « 

* The following anecdote iS*8o remarkable, aftd tends so mach to the honour*of 
the ^itish soldiery, that we insert it without fttr of the reader’s disappo^fioa: 
“Capfiun Oehteflony and Ensign Peyton belongad to the tegimentof Brigadier- 
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coflsidjsrationa now induced the gio^l to i!eilr(|^ho the 
^Sttiir tide of the rtrer Moabnorenci, and the admiral araordi^i/ 


<^ner«] Moiickto'n. They were nearly of an age, which did not exceed tlrirtjl-''; 
ij^firstwae a'North Briton, the other a native uf Ireland. Both were agrte'-- 
able in person and unbleoaisbed in character, aiifl connected together by the tiea 
of motua] friendship and esteem. On the day that preceded thb4>attle, Captaiw 
Oehtcrlony bad been obliged to fight a duel with a German ofiScer; in which, 
though he wounded and disarmed his antagonist, yet lie himself received a dan- 
^erous hart under the right arm: in consequence of which, his friends insisted 
on his remaining in camp, daring the action of the next day; but his spirit was 
ino great to comply' with -this remonstrance. He declared it sliould never be said 
t1^ a acratcb, received in a private rencounter, had prevented him from doing 
duty when his country required his service; and he took the field with a fusil 
In’his hand, though he was hardly able to carry his arms. ^ In leading up his men 
toihe enemy’s entrenchments, he wlis shot (hnugh the lungs with a masket<bail'} 
•4 accident which obliged biro to part with his fusil, but he still continued ad¬ 
vancing, until by loss of blood*he became too weak to proceed farther. About 
Ac same time, Mr. Peyton was lamed by a shot, which sbrttered the small bone 
Of left leg. The soldiers in their refreat earnestly begged, with tears in their 
^es, that Captain Ochterlony, would allow them to carry him and the Ensign off 
the field. But he was so bigotted to a severe point of honour that he would net 
quit the ground, thoogh he desired they would take care of his,Ensign. Air* 

' Peyton, with a generous disdain, rrjected their good offices, declaring that be 
wDpld not leave liis Captain in sudi a sitnaiion; and in a little time they fc- 
miped the sole survivors on that part of the field. 

(Saptain Ochterlony sat down by his friend ; and as they expected nothing but 
iannediate death, they took leave of each other. Yet they wore not altogether 
abendoned by the hope of being protected as prisoners; for the Captain Keiiig 
aPrenph loltlier yrith two Indians approach, started up, and accosting them in the 
^repph language,*which he spoke perfectly well, expressed his expeclatioiithat 
thej would treat him and bis companion as officers, prisoners, and genllemen. 
fflMtvo Indians seemed to be entirely niider the conduct of (he Freiiciiinan, who 
op (0 Mr. Peyton as lie sat on the ground, snatched Ins laced hat from hn 
and'robhed the Captain of his watch and money. This outrage was a sig¬ 
nal to the indihns for murder and pillage. ' One of them clubbiQg his fireloek, 
ttfiick at hiiq bghind with a view to knock him down; but the blow niitiiag bis 
head, took place on his shoulder. At the same instant, the other Indian pporad 
his shot into the breast of this anfortunato young gentleman, who 'cried 
** Oh, Feylon 1 the villain has shot me." Nid; yet satiated with ernelty, the 
;.h«Mii»n sprung upon him, and stabbed him in the belly with hi|^scaipiug»kmrc. 
The Captain having parted w^ith his fusil, had no weapon for his defence, as none 
ef the officers wore swords in the action. Tlte ihree ruffians, finding him still 
alive,•endeavoured to strangle him with his own sash: and he was now upon his 
straggling against them with surprising exertion. Mr. Peyton, at this 
jonctore, having a double-barrelled musket in his hand, and seeing Uie distress 
of biifriend.^Sred at one of the Indians, who'dropped dead upon the spot. The 
ether,, thiiiking'tlie Ensign would how be an easy prey, advanced towards him ; 
ead Mr. Peyton, having taken ^ood aim at the distance of four yprds, dnehaqied 
hie piece the sccohd Uiqe^ hat it seemed to tdn 40 eflhct. ^ eavage hnhlah 
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Som^e^ihfaor operationi were saccessfaUjppieTfoff&ei} j Im^the 


hi* lara, and wounded tbe Ensign in tlie sbonldvr; then rushing upon bi% 
thrust his bayonet through his body.. He repeated the blow, wliich Mr. Peyton 
attempting to parry, received another wound in his left hand; nevertheless, bo 
aeiaed the indiaifs niusket with the same hand, pulled him forwardi, and with 
his right drawing a dagger which hung by bis side, plunged ioin tbe barberian’a 
side. A violent struggle ensued; but at length Mr. Peyton was uppermost, anl 
with repeated strokes of his dagger killed his antagonist outfights Here he was 
seiacd with an unaccountable emotion of. curiosity, to know whether or not bif 
shot bad taken place on the body of (he Indian ; be accordingly turned him upt 
end itrippiiig off hia blanket, perceived the ball had penetrated quite through the 
cavity of the breast. Having thus obtained a dear-bought victory, .he started up 
on one leg, and saw Cj^luin Oebterfuny standing at tlie distance of sixty yards,, 
close by the enemy’s breastnruik,^ith the Srench soldier attending him. Mr. 
Peyton then called aloud, *' Captain Ochterloiiy, I am glad to see you have at 
last got under protection. Beware of that villainy who ia inure barbarous thaii the 
savages. God bless ypu, ny dear Captain ! Isce a party of lodians Cuming tlijf 
way, and expect to be murdered imroMialely.” A number of those harbariapg 
had for some time been employed on tbe left in scalping and pillaging*!he dying 
end the dead that were lelt upon the field of battle, and about thirty of thepi 
were in fujl^ march to destroy Mr. Peyton, Tills gentleman knew he had ilu 
mercy to expect; for should his life be spared foruhe present, they would hayji; 
afterwards insisted upon sacnfiLing him to the nianes of their brethren, whom bo 
had slain ; and in that case he would have been put to dealh*by the most escru'et* 
nting tortures. Full of this idea, he snatched up his muskei, and notwithstanding 
bis broken lee, ran above forty yards without halting; feeling himself now totally 
diiabled and incapable of proceeding one step farther, he loaded bis piece, and pfe> 
sented it to the two fuTeinust Indiatis, who stood aloof, watting to be joined by their 
fellows, while the French from their breastworks kept up a continual fire of fikn- 
non and small arms upon tins poor, solitary, and moimed, gentleman. IiittiU 
UDCumfontible situation he stood, when he discerned at a distance aHiglilanduffi* 
cer with a party of his men skirting the plain towards the field of battle. ^f)e 
forthwith waved his hand in signal of distress; and being perceived by the olBl^T, 
he detacliied three of his men to Ids assistance. These brave fellows hastened is 
him throngh the midst of a terrible fire, and one of them bore him off npoQ^s 
aboulders. The Highland Officer was Captain Macdonald, of Colonel Frazi^a 
battiRiun, who, understanding that a young gentleman, his kinsman, had dropjled 
on the field of battle, had put himself at the head of this party, with which be 
penetrated tojhr middle of the field, drove a considerable nurol^r of the Prench 
and Indians before him, end finding his relation still unscalped, carried hiik'dff 
.WR triumph.. Poor Ckptain Ocitterluny was conveyed to Quebec, where in a few 
days he died of his wounds. After the reduction of that place, tbe Frenieh 
surgeons whm attrnded him, declared, that in all probability he should litve 
recovered of the two shots be had received in his breast, had he not beca'mhr- 
tally wounded iii the belly by tliiflndian’s scaiping.knife. 

As this Very remarkable scene was acted in sight of both armies. General 
Thwnshend in.the sequel, expostulated with tbe French officers upon the ihliu- 
’ ■nuky of' keepii^ up lucb ii ffifpre fill against two wounded gentlemen who 
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of was^inticlt hurt I^v tbc foilore ^ Uur F^Uf ofiAonW 

nn^aia,, aiid lie ‘was s^ed with fever and dyaent^y, Ae eoasft* 

• qoeiici;.t>f bta extreme vexatioo. It wai now resolved to break «p 
the camp at Monlmorcnci, and the troops were reembarki^niKd: 
landed at Point Levi. 

Weeorae next to the final and most ardaous enterprise, the ascendt 
uig the Heights of Abraham, a plan of attack, the execution of which 
could only hare been conceived by the spirit of desperation. A 
rapid stream—a shelving shore—the bank of the river lined with 
Sentinels—and if the landing, against all human probability, were 
effected—heights craggy, and of almost perpendicular ascent, were 
such obstacles as men in a state of cool consideration would have 
declared insuperable. In whose mind ^he scheme originated does' 
not appear, or whether the other commanders partook of the 
general’s despondency ; he had desired a consultotion, which was 
held, j!)ut, the measures then suggested were deemed impracticable ; 
theGeneral had been beard' to say that he would never return home 
unsncccssful, and this resolution may account for his afterwards 
adopting, without hesitation, although aware of its difficulties, a 
plan which could not disgrace him in its failure, and must astonish if 
snccessful. 

As a previous measure, Admiral Holmes moved with his 
squadron about three leagues farther up the river than the place 
destined for disenabarkation, in order to amuse M. do Bougainville, 
who had been detached with 1,500 men to watch the motions of 
tlie squadron. 

On the 12th September, an hour after midnight, the firstembarka- 
lion was made, consisting of four regiments, the light infantry com¬ 
manded by Colonel Howe, a detachment of Highlanders, and the 
American grenadiers, commanded by the Brigadiers Monckton ami 
Murray, accompanied by the General. They fell down with the 
tide, the boats gliding gently along, but owing to theCapidity of 
tltc tide, and the darknesi of the night, they overshot the intended • 
{dace of disembarkation.* The second embarkation was super- 

were disabled, and destitute of all Iiope of escaping. They answered that the 
fire was not made by the regulars, but by the Canadians and savages whom it wOs' 
not in the power of discipline to restrain. ^ 

* How far the snccess of this attempt depended npon accident, nay be 
•oived (rout the toUewing panicttlarsta-lQ the twilight, two Ytrnek deMmCti' 
were earned on board a ship of war, commanded by Captain Smith, and lying at 
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iBteBdEd«fa .7 Br^a^^or Townshcnd| apd both Jl»eiiig oompl^lU^ 
effected) the heights isere ascended, thebattleid generally k^nsB^ 
and eTer-memotable, was fcnght, the general killed, rad the • 
Tictoty won. 

On the I7th, the Admirals Saunders, Durell, and Holmee 
sailed with aH the ships of war to attack the lower town, but 
before any battery could be finished, the town capitulated, and 
Captain Paliiser, with a body of seamen, took possession of it, 

anchor near the north ihore. flity told Mm that the garrison of Quebtt, expected 
that night to receive a convoj of provisions, sent down the river hi boats from' 
the detachment above, commanded by AI de BougainviUt These deserters 
standing upon deck, and perceiving the English beats with the troops gliding 
down the river in the d irk, began to shout and mal e a noise, declaring they 
were a part of the expected cnnVbj Captain Smith, who was ignorant of gene« 
ral Wolf's design, believing tlieir afiirmation, had actually given orders to point 
the guns at the British troops; when the General, perceiving a commotion on 
board, rowed along frde in person an^ prevented the discharge, wnich would 
have alarmed the town and entirely frustrated the attempt. . • 

The French had posted sentries along shore, ho challenge boats and vessels, 
and give the alarm oecasionall} Tlie nrst bont thil contained the Engl sh troops 
being qiiestisned accordiiigly, a Captain of Eraxer's regiment who I ad served in 
Holland, and who » is ptrfeLtly well acquainted with the French language and 
customs, answered without hesitation to jhi vit, which is their challenging word, 
la France nor «as he at a loss to nns ver the sicoiid question, which was much 
more particular and diilicult— When ilie ct ntind demanded a fuel le^^uncnt f To 
what regiment fhe Captain replied, de la Heine, which he knew bj accident 
to be one of those tlist coroposei the body commanded by Bougainville, ihe 
soldier took it for granted this was the expected convoy, and saying pane, al¬ 
lowed ell the boats to proceed without farther question In die same manner the 
other snitnes were deceived, though one, more wary th in the rest, came run¬ 
ning down to the water's edge, and called " Pourfuoi lA ce que voui ne parkz 
plut haut ” " Why don t you speak with an audible voicei o this interroga¬ 
tion, which implied doubt, the ^sptain nuswered with admirable presence of 
mind. 10 a soft tone of voice, " Im toi f noui scion entendres” " Hush' we 
shall be overheard and discovered.' I bus cautioned, the sentry retired withont 
farther altcreation Ihe Milshipman who piloted the hrst boat passing by ih* 
landing place in the dark, the same Captain who knew it from his having been 
posted formerly with his company on tlie other side of the river* insisted upon 
the pilot's beAg mistaken, and commanded the rowers to put a-shore in the pro¬ 
per place, or very ^ear It • 

* When General Wolfe landed and saw the difliculty of ascending the prceip ce, 
bp said to the^same officer ni a familiar strain, " 1 don't belli ve there u my pos- 
aihdity of getting up but you must do your endeavour." Ibe narrow path that 
slanted up tlio hill from the landiug-place the enemy had broken up, and ran-, 
dered impassable by cross ditches, besides the entrenchments at the top, in e«erj 
olbet part, the hill was so sleep and dangetous, that the soldiers ware oUiged tq 
pull themselrea up by the roots aud boughs of trees growtagoabotb sides of the 
path. « 
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^ iy mine time that the laiijl forces toek pdssmiSfltt of QheWdtt 
iheil^d side. 

In the foIlowiiSg year Captain Plifliger, still attadied to the" 
fleet of Admiral Saunders, was detached in pursuit of a ^bialT 
French squadron'which had slipped out from Touton, to make a 
fialsc shew of liberty to the Turks. The captain cha^ them Into 
the Turkish ports, and could hare destroyed the whole, but 
respecting thO neutrality of the Grand .Signior, he merely enabled 
the British ambassador to expose the fallacy of the repr^entation 
which the French intended to make. 

His services were, in 1762, required for the recapture of 
St. John's, Newfoundland, and three ships of thf line and a frigate 
were assigned him for that purpose; Ihit he found the recapture 
already cflected by Lord Colville and Colonel Amherst. On the 
accession of Peace, he was ordered, in the character of governor 
and commodore, to protect the Fishery agdhist the French, 
whose dispoMtion to encrdachment still existed. On his arrival, 
he found a French commodore, with a force similar to his own, 
under a pretext of regulation, infringing all rule, and the British 
commodore was obliged to warn him in the most positive terms 
before he could induce him to quit the coast. 

In 1770, he was appointed comptroller of the navy, and elected 
an elder brother of the Trinity House. In 1773, he was created a 
Baronet. In 1774, chosen member for Scarborough, and in 1775, 
promoted to be a flag-officer. This latter promotion necessarily 
deprived him of his comptrullcrship, and he was appointeii one of 
the Lords of the Admiralty, in the place of the Earl of Bristol. His 
friend Sir Charles Saunders died in the' same year, and left him a 
legacy of 5,000f. and he succeeded him as lieutenant-general of 
marines. On the 29th of January, 1778, he was advanced to the 
t^nk of vicesadmiral of the blue. 

Thus did riches and honours flow in upon him, but pR>asingand' 
powerful as they are, they cannot insure m from vtbeation, and are 
indeed not unfrcquently the cause of it. The revolt of the Ame¬ 
rican colonies in 1775, had drawn on them the consequent resent, 
nffebt of the Mother country, who confiding in her power to 
tise her* rebellious children, without considering with sufSciemt 
eatnestness the aid they might obtain from her envious nctghboon, 
had ventured impositions which she soon found herself unable to 
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eoforoe*, ^7he contest had been maiotalned thcwjaars, vheii(,th|^, 
French Court, seeing the possibility of extracting one oyme 
brightest jeirels from the Botish Crown,* manifested its in^tion , 
of doing it, and among other ostensible* preparations, those at. 
Brest were rendered especially noticeable by a professed purpose 
of inrasioB being annexed to them. 

At this time Admiral Keppcl was on the Continent, and although 
men of opposite party inclinations, the Admiral gnd Sir Hugh 
were in habits of correspondence. The necessity of a fleet to 
oppose that preparing at Prest was evident, and the command of, 
it was solicited by Sir Hugh for Admiral Kcppel, himself being 
appointed third in command. 

The French haJ as yet qpmmittedno other direct act of aggres¬ 
sion, than that of leagueing with the rcvolte;d colonies. On the 
13th of June, the admiral sailed from St. Helen’s, with a discre- 
tionary power of ^ting according to circumstances. The French 
were, however, not long without giviyg him ample warrant ^or 
attack. On the 17th of the same month two French frigates, the 
Licorne and the Belle Poule, were observed in earnest observation 
of the British fleet. Having refused to bring-to, an order for 
chase was given, and towards evening the Licorne was overtaken 
by several ships of the fleet, with which she consented to sail 
during the night; but attempting to get 00*10 the morning, a shot 
was Bred across her way, upon which she Bred a whole broadside 
into the American line-of-battlc ship, which happened to be nearest 
to her, and that* at the very moment that Lord Longford, the" 
commander, was in friendly converse with the French captain. The 
British captain did no move than order her, immediately after the 
broadside (she having struck her colours), under the stern of 
Admiral Keppcl’s ship the Victory. The information obtainejd 
from the papers on board the Licorne, induced th^ admiral to. 
return to port for a reinforcement, and in the middle of July, he 
^again sailed, with an adiytion of ten ships of the line. 

The French fleet, consisting of thirty-two ships of tl^e line, 
commanded by Count D’O.rvilliers, sailed from Brest, and general, 
letters of reprisal were issued by the court of France. On th^ 
93d of July, in the aftejmoon, the two fleets came in sight of 

. ■* ' r 

other, and the signal was made b| the British admiral for foroing, 
the lUie; but the ships being much dispersed, it was night bef^v^ 
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ij could all take their stations,^ and bcfbrf the morning the 
entib^ygpt the weather.gage, which with the reluctance of 'the 
IFre^h admiral* to engage, occaiiened a chase of four days 
duration to the British commander, before he could blNng the 
enemy to action. 

In the morning of the 27th, a slight variation of the.wiad in fhivottr 
of tBe British,'at length brdught the two fleets to an actionable dis¬ 
tance, but a<dark sqnall suddenly coming on, upon the clearing of 
the weather half an hour after, the enemy was seen to leeward, and 
to near the leading ships in the van of the British fleet, commanded 
by Sir Robert Harland, as to begin to cannonade them. The 
action was now continued for two hours, the fleets passing on 
contrary tacks, and in opposite directions. When they had 
cleared each other, the British admiral wore his ship to return 
upon the enemy, and threw out a signal for the rest of the fleet to 
form the line, but observing sonte of his shipij^disabled, fallen to 
leeward, and in danger of being cut ofl', he was in the first place 
obliged to look to their safety. By the time this was effected, and 
the damages sustained hy the ships of the rear division under Sir 
Hugh, which ha,^ com^ last out of the action, were repaired, the 
day was too far spent, and left them nothing but a hope (hat the 
French wotild renew the fight the next day. They manifested*an 
intention of doing so, but in the night steered away for the coast 
of France. The following is the official account of the action 

SIR, Victory, at Sea, Jult/ 30, 1178. 

My letters of the 23d and 24th instant, hy the Peggy and Union cutters, 
acquainted you, Cor their Lordships’ iriformntion, that I wa^ in pursuit, 
with the King’s fleet under my coinmanrl, of a numerous fleet of French 
ships of war. 

From that time till the 27th, t!ie winds constantly in the S.W. and N.W. 
quarters, sometimes blowing strong, and the French fleet always to wind¬ 
ward going uif, 1 made use of every method to close in with them’ that was 
possible, keeping the King’s ships, at the same time, colieqfed, as much 
as the nature of a pursuit p^nuld admit of, and which became necessary 
from tite cautious manner the French proceeTled in, nnd the disincliaatiod' 
tliat appeared in them to allow of my bringing the King’s ships close up to 
a regular engagement: this left but Jitile other chance of getting in with 
them, than by seizing the opportunity tl^at ofi'ered, the morning of the 
37th, by the wind’s admitting of the van of the King’s fleet under my com¬ 
mand, leading up with, and closing with, their centre and rear. 

The French began firing upon thw headmost of Vice<admiral Sir Robert 
Harland's divmon, and the ships with him, as they led up j which cannoh- 
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Rdo the lending ships n^id the vice>adtniral soon retumgd, as did every t|bi)i 
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1 every abi] 

that could close up: the chase had ocbasidned their being extended; ^et* 
theless they were nil soon in b^^ttle. • , f 

The^leets, being upon different tneks, passej each other very close J thb 
t>hjeci of the French seemed to be the disabling of the King’s ships in their 
masts and sails, in which they so far sncceceded as to prevent many of the 
stiips of my fl%et being able to follow me when I w’ore to stand after the 
French fleet; this obliged me to wear again to join those ships, and rhereby 
ellowed of the French forming their fleet again, and ranging it in a line to 
leeward of the King’s fleet towards the close of the day ; ^hich I did not 
discourage, but allowed of their doitig,it without firing upon them, thinking 
they meant handsomely to try their force with u!i.lhc nekt morning; bat 
they had been so beaten in the day, that they look the advantage of the 
night to go off. 

The wind and weather being such that they Cohld reach their own shorek 
hdfore there was any chance di' the King’s fleet getting up with them, iit 
the state the ships were in in their inasts^ yards, and sails, Icfl; me no 
choice of what wasjiroper and advisable to do. 

The spirited conc^t of Vicc-acliifiral Sir Robert Harland, Vice-admiral 
Sir Hugh Palliscr, and the caprains of the fleet, supported by ihbir'utficers 
and men, deserves much conimciulntion. 

A list of Ihc killed and aounclrd is herewilh inclosed. 

I send Captain Faulkener, captain of the V’ictory, with this acetnint to 
their Lordships, and atn, Sir, your most obedient, . 

And very humble servant, 

Philip SievenSf Es<]. Scctelary lu ihe Admiruliy, jf. 'J^ehhel 


This action, although indecisive and inglorious, enabled the 
homeward merchantmen to arrive safe in port. But the expecta^ 
tions of the public were disappointed, and the strictures of party 
attribu(in| the fail lire respadivoly to the coinniander-in-chlef and 
to the Sir Hugh Palliser. those two gentlemen were soon involved 
in a course of mutual reoriininatiun» 

Sir Ungh called upon the admiral to contradict certain aspersions 
lending to charge him with disobedience of orders ; ^he admiral 
refused to douiply. iSir Hugh then defended himself by a statement 
•In one of the morning paf^ers, of the particulars of the action, hi 
which he brought the admiral’s conduct into question. On the 
36th of November, being the first day of the Sessions, the subject 
was warmly debated in the 1 To use of Lords, and still more sb sub¬ 
sequently in the House of Commons, in which debate both the 
admiral and the vice-admiral spdke personally, when the latter 

Bati.Ciiron Voi-XXXlX.*' « 
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ded^red, That .finding he, could ndC obtain, justice by*’auy ptt* 
8ona& application, And that no public motives could induce (Kci 
admiral to bring'forward any charge* against him, which might 
afford an opportunity for the vindication of his character, he had 
been driven by necessity (not having a right to demand a trial on 
himself) in order to repair the injury done to his hdnoiir, to Isjjt 
scvei^ articles ot* accusation against Admiral Kcppel, tending to 
shew, as he #ould hereafter denionstrate, that the failure of suc« 
cess oh the 27th of July, vtith the subsequent consequences, and 
disappointment to the nation, were owing to the misconduct and 
fault of that commander.” 

Directions were accordingly given by the Bojird of Admiralty, 
and on the 7th of January tlie trial Commenced at Portsmouth, 
and closed on the 11th of'the following month. The cbmmahdcr- 
in-chief was not only acquitted, but the charges against him were 
declared .malicious and ill-founded, and much tumultuous exulta* 
tion succeeded. Sir Ilugli afterwards obtained a court martial on 
himself, and an acquittal, but not without a slight censure, the 
court were of opinion, that his conduct and behaviour ort those 
days were in mar.y rc.spccts highly exemplar}- and meritorious ; at 
the same time, cannot help thinking it was incumbent upon him to 
have made known to his commander-in-chief the disabled state of 
the Formidable, which lie might have done by the Fox, at the time 
she joined him,, or by other means. Notwithstanding his omission 
in that particnlar, the court arc of opinion he is not, in any other 
respect, chargeable with misconduct or misbehaviour on the days 
dboTc mentioned ; and therefore they acquit him, and he is hereby 
acquitted accordingly.” * 

In a speech delivered by Sir Hugh in the House of Commons, 
on the 4th December, 1780, he thus farther defends himself:-^ 

** The event of my trial coutirincd me in the expectation with ivtiicli 1 
had before consoled inyitcif. My jud(;cs proved superior to tife influence of 
party and the dread of untifetited unpopniiirity, discinirgcd their office nitlv 
a detepuined impartiality, and tlie result was n sentence, wliioii I shall 
ever think most honourable to me. In the introductory part of it my judgea 
declared, that my conduct anil behaviour were, in many reapccts, highly 
exemplary and meritorious. Tlioiigh, tuoj the court had scrutinized iiuo 
every part of my conduct with an almost unexampled strictness, the omy 
oonssioti which could be suggested was, that 1 did not inform the coro- 
9 nauder«ut>chief of the disabled stale of tite Formidable: but so far was the 
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court from imputing tjiis to n Wameahle cause, or fgom attributing Aha 
least ill consequence to it, that they stated it in dubious »n^ relu^an^ 
terms, simply pointing it out as a matter of opinion ; jind having so^mone, 
they concluded vvitli an nhsniote acquittal. Indeed, had I conceived that 
there was a probability of imputing such an omission to me, I should have 
liecn more full in my exphmatinu an this bead* 1 did take notice that the 
signal of distress, in the fighting instructions, was not applicable, and ibac 
the condition of the rorinidnblc was so apparent, as to mgike any in^ma- 
tioii from me unnecessary, I also noticed, that 1 had no frigate by which 
I could send information ; the Milford, which' was the only frigate in my 
division, having been taken from ine^ by Mr. Keppel, early in the after¬ 
noon. IJut I might have advancerl several steps further to obviate the idea^ 
«f nmissinii. Till the Tox reached me between seven and eight at night, 
Mr. Kcppcl’s own conduct did not leave me the least room to suppose him 
ignorant of the Formidable’s inability to reach the length of my station in 
the line, for he not only dicKint make'any enforcing signal to signify his 
espectation cf seeing my llivl^iul! in the line,^till thirteen minutes after six, 
when the signal for coming into his wake was hoisted a second time; but 
also, on putting out^hc pendants of several ships of my division at half am 
hour after six, he did not think lit to make my pendant one of the number ; 
whence I concluded that he knew my condt'.ion, and therefore did not 
expect tnc. Tn respect to afterwards sending iiiformatiun by the Fox, if I 
had thoiigirt*it ncco.ssary I had not the opportunity, the Fox having sepe> 
rated from me before I could finish v>hat I had begun to say to her captain. 
What other means I could have devised to« send ftn explanation to 
Mr. Keppel, time enough to answer my purpose, I am still to learn : but 
all this is not of iinpoi lance to me ; the terms ni which the omission is 
stated, with the .acquittal winch follows, suOlcieiuly protect my character, 
being repugnant to the most remote idea of criminal imputation. 

.Since my trial, I have patiently waited for the subsMing of the public 
prejudices; and, so far as regards my exculpation from the charges fur my 
conduct on the day of engagement, 1 have reason to btlicvu, that the pro¬ 
ceedings on my own trial have opened the eyes of many, who, before they 
knew what was my defence, ha^ hecii seduced into an injurious opinion of 
me; and, I trust, that the more thoroughly the grounds on which my judges 
acted are examined and uiidcr.>toud, the more CQiiviqcing tlie proofs of my 
iiinl^encc will appear. 

** But still some unfavourable impressions continue to npyale against 
me, on ncco|^nt of my accusation of Mr. Keppel; and for tins I have been 
blamed, even by some persons of great respect^ who were far from being 
.hidisposed to furmlin imparlAil judgment, if they were furnished with th^ 
necessary materials. ■ 

In this part of the case my ill /nrtune exposes me to the most embar¬ 
rassing disadvantages. On the one hiind, there is a .sentence acquitting 
.'Admiral Keppel, and declaring my charges malicious and ilMounded : but, 
On the other hand, the manifer in which 1 was urged and driven to become 
an accuser, and the grounds on which J could have sustained ray charges^ 
ate not only ill understood, but, in truth, have never yet been ex^laine^ 
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bywyfielf. The proper time for discuj(|pig this matter waSbWh^n Mr. 
w%s on his trial, but llien ihe opportunity was denied me. The 
, trial \eing dosed, «iid a judgment of acquittal irrevocably pronounced, it 
might seem invidious and unbecoming on my part to publish to the world* 
what I should have olfered in support of my charges: such a measure 1 
have therefore declined liitherto, nor will I be ever induced to adopt it by 
any thing less than its being uutlioritqtively called for, or thg most apparent 
impossibility of iitherwjse resisting tiio attempts to cumplete my ruin: but 
then the difficulty is, how to qvoid such an extremity without surrendering 
myself a quiet''victim to the persecuting spirit of my enemies. The leaders 
of them have continually been loading my name with reproaches; and 
though some of them an many accounts hme a title to much respect, yet 
oven those so far forget all manliness of character, as to assail me with the 
most embittered eloquence in this House, when it was known llmt I could 
not be present to defend mysclt: now too that I am p'‘cscnt, they know the 
advantage they derive from my being unefniowed with qualifications for a 
popular iissenibly, and thence they aic-ciicoufitgcd to recommence their 
ottocks, though surely they cannot imagine th.it I shall sit stilt without at 
least endeavouring to give a check to any uspLision aim'ed at me personally; 
unddi‘'thesc circumstances, should 1 cuiitiiiue^acquiesciiig in these public 
attacks of luy ciiaractcr. without any attempt to repel tiN'm, mure espe¬ 
cially at this time, when I am threatened with new elluris to keep me 
pf the service of my country, I sliould c&talilish the credit of the ^srepre- 
aentations by which 1 deem in) self so highly injured ; ?oiuc explunaiiou on 
my part is, llicrcfurc, immediately requisite, to di^s.ippoint my enemies of 
the final accomplishment of their designs. 

** It is not, however, my inicnlion to revive the consideration of the 
past transacLiuns relative to Admiral Kcppcl and iii)sclf, further than he 
und his friends sliall compel me by their hostilities. I am well convinced 
not only that very ill uuiisequcnccs have Hiready aiiscii to tl^ public service 
from the contest between that gentlcnmn an<i me, hut that new mischiefs 
villi be generated if the subject is resumed ; under this impresaiun I think 
it inuuiuhetit on mu to inaku great siicritices iSf niy own private feelings, 
rutiier than acjmini.ster liie least pretence for any further discussion of the 
grievances of which the hounuKihle admiral and 1 re.specinely rumpinin : 
liicreforeon the picsciit orcasiuti 1 slinll avoid speaking to many points in 
which my ciiaractcr is interested, and 1 shall keep wit(im much narrr.wcr 
limits than 1 should prescribe to myself, if I aimed at liie full defence of 
piy conduct luwanls tlie honourable udiniriil who is opposed ip me. 

The friends of the honourable aduiind, m the'r invectives against me, 
seem to place their chief reliance on the st ntCnce pronfiunced by hiscourfe- 
inartiaii; 1 ineiin tiint part of tl;e sentenco whicli declares iny charges ma¬ 
licious and iii-fouiidcd. This is the Idtler spring from which niy cncuues 
draiv poison to impregnate tlieir lictiilious jiicluimitions. 

If the adn^fral's friends weie content with appealing to this senteuci|^s 
a testimony of his innocence, I, nn luy part, Vnr the sake of public trim- ‘ 
quillity, would forhetir all compluinti and objections: hut wlieii the admiral 
pr his fijends, aiming at a further persecution of me, apply tbataeiuence 
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to fix iipoR me thcstijsraa of a false and malicious accuser, I ca>not 
acquiesce : tbe injury is too f;ro5S to be patiently submitted to; as rJcli I 
feel, and will resist it. , * • , 

" *Mt has been urged against me, timt I wns,too late in niy accusation ; 
and tfiat, if 1 bad thongbt tbe honourable admiral guilty of misconduct, [ 
ought to have avowed my sc-ntirnents immediately, and without waiting till 
be accused met 1 answer thus: from tlie beginning, the conduct of tlie 
admiral was not adeejuate to my expcctaiions, I thoiighl that the engage* 
nient of the 27th of July nas injudiciously conducted ; thaj tire manner of 
carrying us into action was disorderly ; that there was loo much neglect of 
mantcuvres, too much contempt of ihe enemy, too innch cniilidence at 
first, too much awe of the enemy, too much distance from them, and too 
much dididcncc of ourselrcs afterwards. But niy friciidshi|> and esteem 
for the admiral, his previous services to bis country, bis liigli name in the ' 
world,* these moved*me to a favourable construction : and thus influenced, 

1 imputed the miscarriage of iTic day to error of judgment, to ill health, to 
ill advice, to ill fortune, to every thing devqid of that evident and positive 
criminality which might force me to undertake the painful otBce of 
accusing one whom 1 then deemed my friend. As there was not room for 
praise, I did not besfow it"’; and as I then conceived that llid adAtirBl’s 
failures might not he wilful, 1 both avoideef public accusation, and most 
rigidly^bstiiiiied from secret deti action : but new lights and new occurrori- 
ces presented to my mind a very clifliL-rent view of the adminirs conduct. 
When the disoontcnts incien»ed thioiigh the nation, in consequence of the 
reflection that a sqpeiior fleet of England had, fora time, declined conti* 
nuing to engage an inferior one of I'laiicc, and permitted it to return into 
port ill the middle of suininer, mipuisued, the oflicers, relations, friends, 
and de{)en(ianls, of the honoun.ble adiniial, thought lit to account fur this 
uew pliuiniiicnuii, at the expense of my reputation ; and, fur that purpose, 
somt of ihcfci publi-sliod to the world, ihal niy defaufts had prevented ,t 
second engagement. Being thus injuriously attacked, 1 botli personally 
and Jiy loiter solicited the honourable admiral to give a check to such 
aspersions: but he refused to do thi*< justice to my character; and on con¬ 
versing with him ami hia first aaptain, 1 found that they nut only counte¬ 
nanced the siniuicrs agmiiiit me, but added to their iiiiiiiber, by refusing to 
acknowledge, either that on coming out of the action [ instantly vvore to 
reTtirr to the enemy, or that tlicy liad even once seen me on the proper 
tack for that purpose. This cspUnuiiuii frum the hoiiimrabl* admiral and 
his first cn|)4ain, excited both ustunishtnent nnd suspicion 1 was amazed 
at their denial of such*incontrovcrtilile facts, §nd at the admiral’s adopting 
•*a language so inconsistent w*th the high coininendatioii of me in his public 
letter; and 1 iliLn saw tliat there was a plot concerted to destroy tny cha¬ 
racter without a liial, and so to make me ciiargcahie for tlie admiral's 
failures. My IVeiings on the occasion were the stioiigcr, because 1 was 
misciuus that the chief pint of tlic halilc had fallen to the share of me and 
my division ; that 1 had sef an example of forwardness to pursue our blow, 
by instantly returning upon the enemy, and continuing to stand towards 
them again; that though the last out of thp engagement, I was advancing 
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to be the first in the /encwal of it; imd tlii^ I shouid^hafre had thnt honoury • 
if th^dniir^l had not declined renewing the action, and taken his fleet in a 
^ direction from the cgeiny. Under these circuinstances, it was natural thnt 
1 should scrutinize the admiral’s conduct more rigidly, and no longer see it 
with the partial eyes of a friend ; and on such a view of the unhappy' mis¬ 
carriage, I, at length, imputed to real neglect, what [ before had ascribed 
to causes which might he pardoned, more especially in consideration of 
former services, niifi such as at first did not seem to me to preclude the 
lKi|)es of better management, in case of again meeting the enemy. Indeed, 
if in Mr. Keppei’s place there had been a man indifierent to me, one of 
whom I had nut before formed a very -iiigh opinion, it is probable tLat my 
mind would have shaped a different course : probably my first judgment of 
the matter might have been the same liarsli one as is conveyed by the 
charges against the admiral. Rut what apologv can he nmke fur the late¬ 
ness of his accusation ; he wlio had the charge of the floyt and the command 
in chief ; lie in whom the iiution loposed its*t<jnfuience, not only for the 
discharge of his own duty, but to see that those under init< completely per- 
lormcd what they owed to the state ? What apology can ho make, fur first 
praising me by a public letter, and in < v,iial degree with ^ir Robert lliirlandt 
and afterwnnls accusing me for the ‘‘ame affan f Fli.ill he be at itbrily to 
retract his applause, and to ^iihstitutc acMihalion for it ? Shall lie be 
allowed to say that liin heart dictated censure, whilst In. pen wrote praise? 
y\nd shall mere silence restrain me )rom acciisntiun, or be imputed to me 
as insinceiity and incoii.'isif'rK-v ? 

“ As to the state‘-d the |ir<iols on the two tiials, I purposely avoid all 
comparison, because that would he ciiteiing into the merits of chein, which 
1 think would at this tMie be improper.” 

Sir Hugh success!Tidy resigned his place at the Admiralty Board, 
his lieutenant-generalship of marines, his government of Scarhp- 
rough Castle, and vacated his seat in the House of Commons. 

Such wero the vexations which terminated this brave officer’s 
career of active service; we say brave, for his courage has never 
been impeached. It is aihrmed by' Chaniock, that he died admiral 
of the vvhite, governor of Searboroiigli Castle, one of the elder 
brethren of the Trinity-House, &e. at his country scat, Ihe 
Vachc, in Buckinghamshire, on the J 9th of March, 1796, aged 
seventy-four, in consequence of a disorder induced by ^he vvound.s 
received on board the Sutherland, in 1747, as AicnUoued in the • 
former.part of this narrative.* The title descended to his great 
nephew, Hugh Palliser M alters. Ksq. and he left considerable sums 
for charitable purposes, with many legacies; but the bulk of bis 
fortune, real and personal, he vvilied to*his natural son, George. 
Palliscr, Esq. A suitab le monivnent is erected to his ipemory in 
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the pHrialh church of St. G^ea, in thp couiityof Budks, where 
his remains are interred. * 

An anonymous writer,* who certainly was no relative or * 
interested person, from his having much mis-stated the mauner in 
which he received his fatal hurt, gives the following character 
of him * 

** As a professional man,, lie was found superior to most of liis cotem¬ 
poraries ill maritime skill, judicious in fiis dispusitiuns( and decisive in their 
consequent operations; in private hfe, conciliating in his manners and 
unshaken in his friendships; the wise ami salutary laws which he caused 
to be enacted for the benelit of Ins couiiiry, and tlie comfort and happiness 
ef the poor fishermen in Newfoiindland, duiiog his govcriiinent of that 
island, are proofs of, a sound iniiiu, of a humane and benevolent dispu- 

ff • 

sition. •• 

To this character we have briefly to add from Charnock, That 
however his fricjids may wish he had in sonic few points acted 
diflerently from what he did, his most violent enemies cannot but 
confess their own malignity, in having'endeuvoured to attach, as 
crimes to^him, things which never existed even in his thought, and 
in having reprobated those very errors M'hich tlieir own conduct 
fatally gave birth to.* • 

It is no diflicult matter to draw a conclusioii fiH)m facts after 
they have taken place ; and we believe no moderate man will, at 
the present day, deny, that if the popular voice had been less 
clai^iorous, neither party would have proceeded tA the lengths they 
did ; the service would nut have been rent into contending factions 
and parties, and the public cause of the country would have been 
materially beiietited. No one can dispute on the other hand, that 
the vice-admiral possessed a warm temper, and in too great a 
degree for a cautions or designing man ; so on the other can no 
odh disbelieve him to have possessed honour, judgment, and 
intrepidity. * 

“ For Aorc th in the last fifteen or sixteen v'ears of his life- he 
•seldom or nevei^luy down on a bed, from the constant pain in Ids 
leg, which^he bore with the most manly fortitude. He was under 
the necessity of composing himself in an easy chair, sleeping at 
intervals ; and when awake he placed the wounded limb on the 

* Time verifies inany iturniises.—Fronj ilie dentli of a repeniaiit Aag-officer, 
(then in a subordinate siluatiuii) it appears that the witole luischief origiaated ir. 
his straqge and wanton propensity to scribbling. 
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contrary knee, iiu which position he employed himself irf rnbhing' 
the bone '(for it was literally no more), to assuage the pain tUI 
sleep again overtook him.’* ' 


NAUTICAL ANECDOTES AND SELECTIONS. 

REPonr OF T»ir. ersEUAL (‘ommiiiit roa the relief or distressed 

SEAAII.N, I’LB. t), J8I8. 

T he meeting heldnt the City of t,ondoii Tavern on t!ic 5th of Januaiy, 
last, having ap|iointcii a Committee, consisting of (ifiy-eight persons 
(with power (o add to their number) ; and subscribed the sum of 250/.-*- 
the gentlemen nominated met tlie next day at the King's Head Tavern in 
the Toultry, for the purpose of arranging a plan for *carrying into itnme* 
diate clVcct the intention of tlie meeting, wlneb was—to clear the metro¬ 
polis of the destitute and dispased persons iu the garb of seamen, who 
appeared in the streets and envirobs. ^ 

As tl:csc persons were known to be numerous, tlieCommittce were desir¬ 
ous of ^ng*aging premises for tctopor.tiy odiccs in some cenvenienC place ; 
but on the very lirst day (»f their luteting, so great was the tlirong, and so 
urgent the distress of the poor pct'ple, that c\ery other consideration gave 
way to that of airorilmg tlioiii relief in tiic shortest pos'iUc time ; and 
therefore, as Mr. I he aden l.herally consented lo allow ihe Committee to 
occupy the requisite niiiiiher of rooms, on very model ate terms (although 
he was exposed to serious inconvenience by the number of miserable 
objects who, for several days, icndered his hou«ie almost inaccessible) the 
cuiuniittcc hate continued to transact tlicir busnicss at his tavern* 

Many gentlemen having I'llVred thcm'«clvcb as members of the Committee 
(which has at lci)g*!i increased to liie iiUinlior of seventy) it was jrfdged 
expedient to divide and appmliun tlie duties to he perfirmed, among 
them; and accordingly the ibllowing Suh c nnimtlccs were immediately 
formed: \iz.— 

lst.“A Depot Committee ; u whom was i.:harged the care of providing 
temporat'y lodging and food for the men. 

2nd.—All Examining Committee; (consisntig principally of captains and 
, officers of his Majesty’s navy ; commanders in the East India Ctini- 
pany’^ Service; Lldvr llrcthrcn of the Trinity House, and Masters 
of merchant ships) to wiiom was enti listed the selectian of such of 
the poor people as n^ic really seamen in dis'iress^. 

.Id.—A Finance Coininittce; lo receive .suiiscriptioiis, iiiidit accounts, and 
'hiake payments. 

4th.—A Shipping Committee; (consiititig chiefly of nautical men) wbo"^ 
undci took to attend to the emharking und making, arrangements 
fur the men on board tlie receiving bhip.s; for which ships appli¬ 
cation was made to tl^e Lords of the Atluiiralty. 

Ath.—A Clotbitig and Provision CocflmUtcet 
<iih.—A Committee of Disposal, 
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B/ Uii^armagetpenty (he inconvenience caused by the press of gentleineri 
ottering their assistaifce and advice, was« as much as possible obviated ; 
mci chose duties were assigned to them resp^tively, which, f/om circum¬ 
stances, they were must competent, or willing to perform. ^ 

In*a few davs it was found practicable to ^consolidate tliese S**Coni. 
aittees into three ; viz. 

Examiniag-Skipping-^and Finance. 

By whom, un^er the direction uf the General Coiiiiliitt^e, the operatioas 
of the charity has since been conducted. 

Such was the forlorn and ^destitute condition of the pifOr people who 
flocked fur relief, that the Cnminitice deemed it a most fortunate ciremn- 
stanee that, on the first day of their meeting, they were able to engage 
room in a house belonging to Mrs. Ilayes of Newington, in which 2U0 
could be received, and sheltered from the weatlier. * ' 

Hie London workhouse also admitted 100 of the men. 

In both these places their ^mcdiiite wants were attended to. 

Whilst these measures were in progress, application was made to the 
Lords of the Admiralty for receiving vessels* to be moored in convenient 
stations on the riser; w'ho granted the request without the delay of aa 
hour. 

• • • 

It had been a very general belief, that a geeat proportion of the persons 
appearing in the streets as distressed seamen, were not really so, but had 
assumed that garb, the better to excite compassion ; but, either the idea 
was without foundation, or the impostors were deterred troni making their 
appearance, by the rigid scrutiny of the Examining Committee; the fact 
being, that very few men have presented themselves, who have not served 
at seh ; and the far greater part of them on board ships of war. 

The examination of the men has been very strict, and conducted by 
certain rules, wliereby the Committee have been enabled to obtain a registry 
of the age; place nf birth; height; date of service, and* on board of wbac 
ships; date of dischaige, and qualifications of each man. By a reference 
to this registry, any one of the men may be identified upon any future 
occasion. 

As the applicants in the course of the flrst few days, exceeded by some 
hundreds the number for whonf it was possible to provide lodging, without 
incurring considerable hazard, not only to themselves, but olso to the 
pqblic iicidth (a very large proportion being sick or diseased) it was 
deemed advisable to admit into the gcnci-al depOt such only as were free 
from infectious disorders, giving those for whom sucli nrSoinmodation 
could not (fi?bin those considerations) be immediately in.'iJe; or for whom 
.admittance into ihe huspU%ls could not be*obtained, u daily supply of 
* bread and money, until fit places could be procured fa.* ilicir receptkui. 

■ In as shorl a time as it was possible to get the Dromedary prepared for 
their accommodation, the sick men were lodged on Imard her, under the 
care uf Dr. Robertson, and the liecessary assistants. 

Such is ^ brief outline of the proceedings of the Committee.—They pur¬ 
posely abstain from entering into the minur details of the measures adopted 
* by them to guard against the application of the funds, to tlie relief of other 

jiiab. CEbtDQ* Vul. XXXIX. • . q. 
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objects than those for whom the subscription was ^tered inta;-«<N the 
influx of distressed seamen from other parts of the kingdom. They bai^ 
also Uaeti cautious hot to increase the existing evil (which appears in a 
great measure to have been the consequence of a temporary superabundance 
of seamen) by the adoption of measures for obtaining immediate engage* 
ments for these poor men in vessels outward'bound, to the exclusion of 
Other seamen, who uiight thereby have been exposed to difficulty in obtain* 
ing employment. 

The gcnerai' result of the proceedings, which the public benevolence has 
thus enabled the Committee to adopt, are as follows: 1330 men have beep 
received on board of the seven vessels granted by the Admiralty for tliat 
purpose, and supplied with necessary clothing. 

Of these 349 have been disposed of in the navy, in the merchant's ser¬ 
vice, or otherwise provided for; and many^ others are 
expected to beiprovided with shipsNn a few days. > 

162 arc on board the Dromedary, appropriated exclusively to 
the sick; oh' wboin 61 «re serious cases. 

S have keen sent on shore for misconduct. 

5 have died. 

711 remain on bqard the receiving sliips (besides the 162 sick.) 


1230 

who may be thus classed ; viz. 

Fit for service ......... 351 

Healthy men, tiut unfit for the merchunt service ........ J80 

Infirm, and on that account unfit .... 66 

Foreigners, of whom 30 are fit foi employ, the rest unfit . . 47 

Foreigners desirous of being sent home .. 12 

Black men, of whom SO are fit for employ, the rest unfit.. 47 

Men wanting to be sent to their parishes.. 8. 


711 

Hie Committee have great satisfaction ||i stating, that it appears from 
the report of the examining Committee, who daily visit the receiving ships, 
that the men are in general clean as comfortable as circumstances will 
admit;—and, with very few exceptions, gratrful. • 

[Here follows a scale of victualling allowance, which we have already 
given at page 61.] ^ 

A liberal issue has been made of soap, razors, copihs, brushes, &c.; and, 
besides an additioiiai allowance of clothing, vach inan’has a blanket given 
him on joining a ship. 

Tib establishment of officers on board of each ship, consists of n' com¬ 
mander, mate, and clerk; and the warrniit officers of the ship remain ou 
board to aa^ in preserving discipline. 

The average expense of this estahlishiuent, including table-money to 
officers, is 17s. lOd. per day for each ship. 

* The expense of the medical department is about XL ISs. per day. 








N-iUTICAI. ANECDOTES AND SELECTIONS. 115 

The Cwnmittea cannot make this report without acknowledging the 
prompt attention wbicii has been paid to ’the several applicatioiis which 
theTiommittee have had occasion to make tQ the Lords of the Admiralty, 
for vessels, stores, and medicines; to which attention they feel tijat the 
succdks of their exertions in speedily relieving tlTe distress of the tmfortnitate 
objects of their care, is very materially to be attributed. The Committee 
have also receded 300 suits of clothing, from the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department. • 

Employment, 

A certain number of gentlemen have undertaken to shperintend the 
employment of the Seamen, and the Admiralty have‘given directions to the 
Navy Board to supply a quantity of junk, to be made into points, 
gaskets, &c. 

The solicitude to be useful (which has been strikingly manifested by the 
attention of the nauyeal members uf the Cominittee) has been confined to 
no particular class ur sect. And the Cdtnmittee have not been uninindful 
of tlie moral improrcineiit of the men—‘the liev. James Rudge, A.M. and 
Mr. Maule, have repeatedly performed Divine Service on board the several 
receiving ships—Bifiies have been distributed—and the general conduct of 
the men during Divine Service has been most exemplary.—Dr. Rlakcfll-N. 
and Dr. Rankin, of the Hon. E. I. C. S. have*gratuitousIy contributed tlieir 
medical aid. 

The CoMbiittce considering that the objects for which they have been 
appointed, will have been cfTocted by the 14lh of this inoiiili, have given 
notice, that after that day, no application for relief will be attended to; 
except from such seamen as sh.'ill be actually diseased, ur disabled from 
labour by age, bodity defect, or infirmity. 

The Committee consider it of importance that the public should be in¬ 
formed of their having prolonged the period of their examinations to the 
abqi^e date, in order to afford an opportunity to every piviper object within 
the metropolis, of becoming an applicant fur the benefits of the ciiarity 
(of whom very lew have lately presented rhems-cives); and that, therefore, 
such as continue to infest the streets of Westminster, and places at a 
distance from the immediate operations of the Committee, may, generally 
speaking, if not always, be deemed to be impostors. 

The Committee desire in conciusiun, to express a hope that the means 
adrpted by them (liue ailownnce being made for the little time allowed fur 
deliberation) are such as the public will approve. They can assure the 
subscribers,^ that never was charity bestowed upon objects of greater 
interest, or by whom it,was more wanted, or more gratefully acknowledged; 
mnd, for themseiv^, the Committee can with*tfiith add, never was tlicir 
time employed mure to the gratification of the best feelings qf their 
nature. • i 

The Committee of Finance report, that the total amount of subscriptions 
received by the Treasurer is, eleven thousand, nine hund^, and thirty- 
eight ptiuuds, fourteen shillicigs and tenpence. 

The monthly expenditure of the eitatilishmeiit is'about one tUousanil 
pounds, exclusive of eloaths, bedding, an^ ship chandlery. , 
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At soon tfcer the ]4th carreat as the CoinmitteifsbHil be able tOAScaiW' 
tain the ndinber of ttifiividoals composing the various classes described by 
^ tbeir arrangement, Ibey will report for the^inforaiation of subscribers -ibf 
measures proposed for the Hiltiinote -disposal of the whole reinainwi; dft 
board. 



tora&inj (lloii. Secretory). 


u- 

llCSTftUCTinN AND IKFOllMATION TO omCEKS COMMAN01KC BKEIVIKW 
^Aurrs^ KEI.ATIVC TO THCrn l)UtY, AND THE OBJECT Or THE AOM- 
HITTLS For. DESTITUTE SEAMEN. 


Tv consequence of numerous sailors begging in the streets, this Com* 
mittce was formed for the purpose of nlTurding prnteAioii to such as were 
deserving, destitute seamen, in order that no such seamen might lie corn* 
pelled to beg; and that such us, from idleness and ciioicc, preft-r that sort 

of life, might be discovered and duly punished by the airil magistrate. 

« 

I. ' The commanding officers aie to inform the men on board tbeir 
respective ships, that the provision now making fop them, is purely from 
good will, not obligatory ; and that tlie ratirtns uf provision issued to each 
man, are such as the Committee allows. 

II. The commanding officers are to obey and put in practice all orders 
fiom the Shipping and Provision Committee, signed by the Chainnan fur 
the lime being, and one AJember, 

III. Ail commanding and subordinate oQicers arc to sleep on board 
their respective ships. In case particular business requires tliein to be on 
shore during a night, iliey must apply, by letter, to the Shipping and Pro¬ 
vision Comniiiiec for tliut liberty, without nhich pcimission they are 
expected to he found on board. 

IVh All cummatiHiiig uihccrs will be held responsible for all stores and 
provisions sent on board, and uic expected to lake care that the officers 
under them issue the stoics uc curding to ih-; directions of the Committee. 

V. In case the suburdiualc officers are not attentive to the orders of the 
superior officer ill comninnd, he is expccicd to repor^ them, in order that 
they may be remmed. Tbcy may be reported in tlie fust case to "the 
Visiting Cmtimitiee, nr to tlie Sbipping Committee, in tliC daily report. . 

VI. The Visiting Committee iiave the power of giving irtstructions to 
the commanding officers,, more particularly as to'the arrangciuenis to be 
made on board. 

Vlf, The commanding officer has the power to permit suc-h of the meo 
to go onshore, during the day, as, lin good reason given, he may thinji 
needful; but is on no ucuouiit to allow it to become a practice iaaoy 
individual. 

sVITI. The commanding officer has the power m discharge any man who 
-wishes to leave the protection of the Committee; first taking a 'veryminute 
ud particular description of bis person, in order that such descriptioii iNIsy 
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be ^iven to the civil infll|i«trates, who, in the cvenl of fiis afterwards being 
found hewing, will deal with him according to the severity of th£ law. 

IX. No person, going with 'leave on sliore, will Ce allowed to have 

lAore than his red flannel shirt, blue trowsera, b pair of slwes and stock* 
ings, and cap on. Those who are discharged, and have parted with their 
own clothes in exchange for the above, may be permitted to take with them 
the clothing mentioned in this a^cle. * ^ 

X. Such men whose clotheflKe decent and lit to wear, in the opinion 
of the commanding officer* are not to be supplied with closing from the 

. Comnittee at prifent. 

Xt The commanding officers to 'send a written report, daily, to thw 
Provision and Shipping Committee, by eleven o’clock in the morning, 
stating all stores received, whnt are wanted, and general observations of 
occurrences on boarc^during the last twenty'four hours, and the number of 
men victualled. • ' 

XII. If any man on board behave ill, his conduct is to be reported to 
the Visiting Committee, that they may order bis discharge, if necessary. 

XIII. All lights and fires to be put out by nine o’clock at night. 

. XIV. The commanding officer is to pay particular attention,lha( the 
ship be kept clean ; also that the men keep themselves washed, shaved, 
and have their hair in good order, and to promote their taking as much 
exercise as*eircamstances will admit 

a 

XV. The commanding officer is in no case to leave his ship until he hat 

£i#en her in charge to a responsible person. • 

XVI. Tlie commanding officer of each ship may select twelve trusty 
men, who volunteer, to remain with him to assist him in his duty. 

XVTI. The Committee empower ihe'cemmanding officer to defray such 
small expenses for the sick as the surgeon conceives needful, of which they 
are to keep a particular account, in a book for that purpi^se, to he sent up 
every Monday morning, to be inspected by the Shipping and Provision 
Committee, signed by the surgeon. 

XVIII. The surgeon will visit the ships daily, and report tlie state of 
the sick to the officer, who siiull report to the V’isiting Committee such 
cases as require their immccliat#atteuiion. 

XIX. The commanding officer is to afford every facility to such persons 
as^re desirous of manning their ships, &c ; and particularly to endeavour 
to acquaint himself with the characters of his men, that he may be able to 
point out the most deserving to the Visiting Committee. * 

XX. Th# tobacco sent on board is not u regular ration ; but is to be 
jgiven uhder the dicrretiun of^ the coinmandin^ollicer to such meo as need 
' it, and, by their orderly comiuct, iherit encouragenient, 

.XXI. The commanding officer is to inform the masters of ships who 
^ome on board for men, that the chithmg winch will he entrusted to his 
care for them, is not a gift to the men, but a loan tVoin tlie Committee; 
that, ill order to prevent its^sale, it will be inaiketl on the inside. And 
when a number of men are chosen, the comuiandiiig officer is to tend, 
without dehay, the names of the men* of the vessel, and the. master," 4o 
Mr. Jplm Driukald, No. 19, fieerriane, Tower-street, who has oblifpo^ 
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promiaed iminediately to direct the clothing to be ^iit'to Mr. Spraggooi at 
Oratn send, who will dellvef iif up bn rebeivii^g a receipt for the saniCi as 
1 ^ provided in the fulj^wing rule. ^ 

XXII. Masters of ships who take men from the Committee, will be 
entrusted with the following articles for each n»an; viz. one redlllanhel 
shirt, one blue jacket, one piiir of stockings, one handkerchief, and one 
blr.nkct, for which they are to sign a'receipt (in n book $)r that purpose), 
expressing their name and that oftheirjhip, which articles are marked 
D S on otigjb'de,* and, in case the men do nut sail with them, masters of 
vessels are raquested to return their clothing, directed to the Committee 
for Destitute Seamen, and to land them at Gravesend, to thetyeof 
Mr. Spraggon, who will take charge of them. Masters of ships are not to 
give the clothing to the men until they have left the port; and the com* 
manding officers are authorized, in order to render every assistance to 
masters of vessels, to deliver the before-named clotbhig, at tiie same time 
they are to guard against imposition from pirsons who would take the men 
with a design of not sending jhem to sea. 

XXlir. The commanding officers are, as much as possible, to class their 
men in the following order; , ' 

'First class to consist of able and ordinary seamen fit for immediate 
service. ‘ 

^ .Second, such as are unfit for immediate service, and yet desirous of 
going to sea. '' 

Third, such as are desirous of being sent to tbeir parishes, 

1''nurc)j, such bs from infirmity are deserving protection, and not fit 
to go tt) sea. 

Fifth, such foreigners as wish to return to their respective countries. 
I.ist of the whole to be made out, stating particulars of the cases, und 
forwarded to the Shipping and Provision Cuuimittce* 

XXIV. The diief officer in command is on no account to permit any 
women to come or be on board ship, excepting his own wife, and 
ihoce of the warrant officers. 

VOVAfiE TO THE XORTIlJllN REGION'S. 

Tiir four ships now fitting out at Deptford, for a voyage to the North 
Pule, and fur the discovery of n iiorth-nes| passage, are actively preparing 
for their destinations. It appears from tlie best-informed Greenland cap¬ 
tains that great quantities of ice have broken away from the llortl^eafit 
const of Greenland, and one ship made her way last year todiS| degrees. 

It is doubtful if the iiorthcyi pftrts of Baffin’s Bay diave ever been visited ^ 
Baffin gives names to several inlets situated fhere ; but'iii bis original ina-' 
uuscript journal and charts, now in the possession of the Tords of the 
Admiralty, no mention or notice is taken of his ever having passed the 
Streights. In fact, all beyond 76 degrees on the Greenland coast, is still 
unknown.—it is supposed, that the ice breaks away from tiic Pole during 
tlic suiuiner, and is driven by winds and c'urrerits to the south, till 
grounds, and then forms the bnrrienwliich Captain Phipju mentions in his 
voyage. That it shifts about it is certain. The fun^niys, during the 
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summer solltice, berng «jiGess,antly on Poje^ must nuturelly create great 
warmth; indeed, greater tlian a feiv d^rees to the south, where the 
atmosphere is cooled during the jiiglit* The Conjectuap, that the Pole is 
clear ^om ice during the summer, is founded on that hypothesi9.-~Sir 
Joseph Banks has given every assistance in his power to the success of this 
national undertaking. 

TBB AFRICAN TRAVELLER SVRRHARD. 

The Journal de Frankfort contains an article dated Basle, which 

aays, that we have received from Cairo the melancholy neW, that Mr. 
Louigjilurkhard, the youngest son of Qolonel Geddeon Burkhard, had died 
there of a dysentery, under his assumed name of Sheik Ibrahim. Mr. 
Louis Burkhard, who was ardent, enterprising, and animated with the 
desire of acquiring knowledge, being in England, offered his services to the 
English Association fer making discoveries in the interior of Africa. After 
having learned the languages, «nd acquired the knowledge necessary for a 
Journey of this kind, he set off some years a^o, and repaired to Cairo, to 
join the caravan, which comes every year from Tombuctoo, and to pene¬ 
trate into that country, which has hitherto been inaccessible to Europeans; 
but some troubles which broke out in that part of the world hinder^ed the 
arrival of this caravan for a whole year. Aided by his Mussulman costume, 
and his perfect knowledge of the Arabic and Turkish languages, Mr. Burk- 
hard bad made a great number of new and important discoveries, which 
the Englisli Association will probably publish. At length this caravan, 
which had been so long and impatiently expected, arrived; but before lie 
could depart with it, Mr. Burkhard sunk under the disorder, and his death 
has destroyed the most flattering hopes. This distance from his own 
country had not lessened his attachment to it; in the course of last winter, 
he sent a bill of exchange for a considerable sum fur the relief of the poor. 

• 

BRirrSH COMMERCIAL CLAIMS. 

Br a Convention,.signed the SOth of Nov. 1815, by I ord Castlercagh, the 
Duke of Wellington, and M. Richelieu, in conformity to the Additional Act of 
the Treaty of Paris, liUA, certHin confiscations or sequestrations of British 
property were to be examined,*and, in consideration of the sucrihee of a 
much larger sum due to this country for prisoners of war, to be paid by the 
Fcpnch government to the sufferers by the injustice of those acts, Louis 
XVIIf. was restored, and French and English commissioners appointed 
to investigate and determine these claims. This joint comniilkiou has now 
lasted three^eais, and notwitlistanding a full and expcMisivc compliance on 
.the part of the clvniaius, wj^h the forms reifiired, nothing has yet been 
’ done by the commissioners to render justice in any one of the numerous 
commercial claims, founded on the 6th Article of the Convention, As 
there is every reason to suspect dvnsion on the side of the French cnin- 
raissioners, or want of zeal in the Englisli, it is, we hear, intended to peti¬ 
tion Parliament on the subject, that France may not, to the benefit which 
she, at the instant, derived from this Convention, add the further advan¬ 
tage, which wOj||p. result to her, from *success in the attempt to cajole the 
British merchant. 
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. 0% tftc tnemae ^ tkr IhvM Fora. 

LcTTfft II. •» 

VR. iBtT&u, ^ Oeitiier, ieif. 

A LTHQVGH we continue tn enjoy n profound state of pence, nnd there 
, appears .no speck in the settthd horiton of Europe,' from whkh any 



'poitentoiis cloud may arise to overshadow its beauftiful and pleesi 
aity, yet assuredly it is tlie best polic^^bf every cuuntf v, more espcdally (if 
Britain, so suhji'Ct to be involved in its future guirrcis, to he attentive to 
what is passinR around her, and to take care that her exertions keep pace 
with, and hy no roeRns fall siiert df those pf other cfiuntiies. 

It is certainly matter of regret, although*'perhaps it ought not to be one 
of very much surprise, ihatinhilst other nations, particularly America and 
Russia, are straining every nerve to acquire formidable navies, nnd whilst 
it lias lieen already proved, that vriiat ships they now have are well and 
durably* constructed, it is matter of regret, I say, tha||;'^ ourselves has 
‘ fallen the disagreeable taik’of taking to pieces fur sale, me half nearly of 
the navy of Britain, as it stood at the end of the war in 1815., But, Sir, I 
have said that this tthcessity ouglii not to occasion surprise, as it is to'be 
accounted fdv from the rapidity with which many of uur ships were buill~ 
from the want of proper and well-seasoned and proportioned titnher'; aUd 
the-#Mr wear and tear occasioned by a war of such uncxainpicd mag¬ 
nitude and duratifin. Such being the hauses which have occasioned that 
'^i-at reduction of our navaf force, the next consideration of course com^s 
to be, how that force, so essentinl to the power and pre'eniinence of 
Britain, is to be replaced and made good. The severe pressure on the 
6tiances of the country, in consequence of our unparalleled exertions in the 
cause of' Europe, has made it imperious on our government to lessen nnd 
diminish every branch of public expenditure to the utmost; but I am glad 
to observe, timt whilst ch^ have done so,ti8 appears from the Sixth Report 
«a the Naval Estimates for the present year, they contemplate with serious¬ 
ness the evident necessity which bxist^br proceeding as soon and as 
•quickly as possible, to increase and re-eAhiisb our naval force, and td put 
it into such an effective state, as shall at once secure our supremacy on the 
'•oeoan, and enable nsto look Ibrward without anxiety to tits approach of 
any new war, which it is p^elkltnown is more likely tu'liappen when unpre- 
■pared, than when the contrary is the case. *^Sincc the couiijiry has returned 
iO a state of profound peace, the government certainly have not been tnai- 
-COptive to the best interests of the navy ; they have, as far as their meank 
admitted, been aisiiihjous in repairing those ships requiring, and worthy of 
reeeivjiig them; they have ordered a considerable number of new frigates 
to be laydown (but, 1 think, on too small a'scale); and they have, in '.he 
New NavaLAcgulalion^ no^..facenniniuindfuI of the q|py iuiprovcmciits 
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vvbicb oar. naval fjrstcm requires, after snch a long period of war. Bu^ 
Sir, altjiough during the' present'^year^ we could not expect more 

to be done, either in re-building our navy, ot in redp^ing its grievances, 
jet, I most express my decidea' opinion, and firm conviction, that more 
most Be done in future in, order to keep pace with the unremitting 

and strenuous exefcioi'is of other naval powers, who Will evidently in a veiy 
short time provp terj forrotduble rtvmlB op the ocean. During the last year, 
1 think we Itave beeniBble to launch only three sail of thsaliae, and six fri* 
gates, a force certainly too small to enable us in a^ mnderaiptiiiie to com* 

' mapd a preponderating force; nay, I, question.iiTit will answer et'eo the 
' tepUml wear of a staite of peace; ’for I am afraid we have lost during t)|ds 
jedraore frigates than have been launched : but be this af it may, we 
must, in order to regain a formidable and durable navy, be able to launch, 
at the veij least, double the number of slpps above stated; and I need not 
repeat what has heen,already so strenuqualj and prt^rly ai|ged by other 
Correspondents (Aluioit and C.) that'it is absolutely necessary these 
ahips should be well and durably built, and constructed on ibe model and 
cstablisbmqint of the American men of war. Allow me ouly, Sir, jpst to 
recall your attentioif, and that of your readers, to the latest accounta from 
tiliat country, relative to their navy. It is stated, that their navjd* bom* 
miasioners, Decatur and Rogers, had *JbeeD*on a tour of inspection, and 
bad ordered the keels of three or four new ships jof the line to be laid 
down ; that "money was actually voted for increasirqt^tlieir navy to 12 sail of 
the line, 18 frigates, and 30 sloops, which would aU Ite cmppleted in two 
years : their report also states the completely effective state of their old 
ships, and the detertninaiioii of the question as to the most proper place for 
eoiistructiiig dock-yards and naval arsenals. We hear from Russia, also, 
that ilie Emperor is preparing eighty sail of the line, and altliough tfan 
ffnances of France and Hullaad may' retard their exertions for a little, see 
know that when ready to commence with vigour, th^y possess every 
facility, very speedily to prepare a great naval force. Let this country, 
then, and its government, lay these things seriously and speedily to heart, 
and let us not procrastinate or delay too long; for however necessary it tn*y 
be (and I admit tlie necessity tt^be great) to Ipisband our resources, apd 
to restore the hnances of the country by economy and reduction, it woil|d 
assuredly be a very short-sightatj^ policy, and a foolish economy, to with* 
boM, even now, what is so evidlntly necessary for putting our naval fotqa 
into such a state of preparation, as shall enable it to m^t enj^ enemy, on 
equal termsand it is to be hoped, whi^n this detentnimrion is ad(q»ted 
(and government are evidently inclined to it^ they will take every pps^l* 
precaution in prevcsitinganywnste of money recurring agaio, by building top 
rapidly, or of unseasoned materials. I am confident the country will cbccs- 
fully go hand *10 hand in this great ,and necessary work; for it never Im, 
and never, will, call that ill done, which is calculated to strengftken and 
improve our navy, or add to the comforts of its gallant officers ond seamen. 


J|aii.Cl)Con.Vol.XXXlX.* 
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TO THR RIGHT HON. VISCOUNT lIELVItlEi 
> * 

, MY r. 0 RD, ^ ^ Jmuartf iCtkj 1819^ 

I N the belief thkf the pages of the Nnvul Chronicle may have at times 
assisted tlie deliberatioRis of His Majesty's Councils, and that their 
voice bas penetrated the interior of the Admiralty, from different regular 
tious tliat have taken place in the promotion of nmsterVmates and mid- 
ahipmen«-the (hoting on which these officers are now placed, after having 
served a certain period, and are found qualified, to what t|}ey formerly 
w'ere—the appointing sme captains and lieutenants to ships in ordinary; 
although not in any maimer equal to what some might think wq^j^he 
more beneficial to the service—the fixing of the whole of the pay vRPea 
officers at a certain rate, and doing away what was denominated compen¬ 
sation—granting a more liberal allowance to warrant officers than formerly, 
and to first licMtenants (a little more to ail of this class would be veiy 
beneficial); half-pay officers being allowed tp draw for their pay quarterly, 
&c. &c. Believing that the Naval Chronicle may have had .some cfft-ct in 
producing those benefits, 1 ng&in address your ].rfirdship through it, on a 
. subject of great importance to the navjf. t. 

Ycuir Lprdship has proved to the country, by the LeneficifiLprraiigeinenfl 
enumerated, and others not tneniiODed.your desire to |iruiM|^ the interests 
of the navy ; and, from what has been dune, and, it may ne hoped, is in 
your Lordship’s power farther to elTcct, it may be allowed for naval men 
to hope that the name of Melville will have strong claims for standing high 
in their estimation;, and you need only to consult the naval history of the 
country to be assured that it will be there embalmed, and handed down to 
posterity with honour, if your Lordship continue firmly and undismayed 
to tread in the path for promoting the naval interests of Great Britain, by 
preparing ships of war for future service that ihall be every way adequate 
to meet those of any nation of the same rate; and in attending to the just 
claims of those who, in a warfare of a quarter of a century, eiicuuntcred 
upon the ocean the maritime power of alUhe nations upon the face of the 
globe, that would leave their ports and seek the cuiiibat, or braved ihcm 
upon their own shores. 

In that tremendous conflict tliey quelled the haughty and over-hearing 
spirit of revoUitiooaiy France in fi(^‘ Atlantic; cliasuf 

and defeated her on her western wd soiapcra shores; overwhelmed her 
^eet on the shores of Egypt, and drove her from the Archipelago; forced 
the passage of the Part^elles; destroyed the walls and nav^ of piratical 
Algiers; and gave the law from the Nile to the straits of Gibraltar; over- 
t|irew and nearly destroyed'the combined naaies of France and Spain oa 
the diqre of Cadiz; dissolved the northern cuDfederacy before die walla 
of Oipenhagen, amidst the slaughter and ruin of. die Dai>:sh defenoet. 
code triumphant through the ^Itic; defeated, in obstinate battle, the 
valiant Hollanders on riteir own shores; artd wrested the sceptres of both 
Indies from the power of Europe; and performed many odier ineuxir- 
abie and dcatlilesi exploits which dip faithful page of history will not fail 
to record. 
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Whateter <nay ie ^bought of such deeds by sotteenen, even in this 
country, their fame has encuinpassed the globe, end sounded from pole to 
pole; And no one can better appreciate their impoi!taiice,to the coontVy, 
than jour Lordship. , 

The voice of peace having hushed tlie thunder of war, and cut off the 
expectation of naval promotion but to a favoured Aw, it is but just that a 
jfdrt of hope should be opened to old officers, who can have no other source 
for obtaining a reasonable compensation, after a servitude of perhaps/ortyt 
ytart. It must then, enliven their hopes, if rumour speak/he truth, that 
retiAd lists of post captains and commanders are to 1^ formed, in addi- 
tioll^ that of lieutenants. 

I have already offered some observations to your Lordship upon this 
subject, and would now res|)eclful)y offer them again at this time. 

The next step to an old post captain, is to that of rear-admiral, with ah 
additional half-pay ten shillings and sixpence per diem. This is a most 
important consideration, and perhaps few uear the top of the list would 
give up so beneficial a chance fur a small consideration. Indeed it Would 
be trifling with and insulting to their feelings to offer it; it ought not, 
^herefore, to be leSs tliaii one half of what the next step of promotion 
would give tl«p; or, perliaps, two thirds could not be reckoned* tooxniich 
fur a certain'Iw^ber, and one half for anotRer number; that is, 23s. Tor 
the first class, and 20s. fur the second class. 

The nextVink of officers is commanders; and tlieir next step of promo* 
tion will only giv’c them sixpence per diem additional half pay. This 
would only be tickling tlieir nioutli with a feather—a ntere nominal favour 
without any ingredient of consolation, unless the step of promotion sbauld 
be imagined to convey some unknown favour to old officers of this rmk, 
without the healing bahn given to post captains retired. As the oldest 
cootinauders have oiily/our shillings and sixpence less tialf-pay per diem 
tbaii the oldest post captains; so their retired lists oujht to bear some 
simihir proportion, although not in the same degree. 

As it would be the last boon l$f the country to this class of officers, and 
as they have no prospect of addition in their own rank, and but a mere 
trifle in their next step of promotion, tlie number ought to be more 
extended than that of post captains; perhaps, under all considerations of 
the cMe, it might not be thouglM too p|at at double the number. 

There is already a retired wSt of lieutenants at an addition of one 
shilling and sixpence per diem to their next step of promotion i^this is three 
times asmuqb as the commanders' next step of promottdh will pve. 

Injustice to this class of officers, as many of them have waded through 
an ocean of serviefh in differdtit situations, their retired list ought to be 
extended; SOQ migiit not be too many, with three gradations; the •lowest 
bding at the ]ft-esent rate. 

In a former letter to your ^Lordship on this subject, in the Naval 
Chronicle, vol. xxxiii. page 28, lists of seniority of servitude are proposed, 
after or yeats servitude, from the age of sixteen^ having 

been twenty of those commissioned officers; when all should be eligible 
to the retired listn^ however they might aland on the liata of seniority of 
rank. * 



eojMMimiiei. 


it4 


'TbciMtiee of fwopotitHNi will «ppesr whan it iicooiidarH tint th« 
kbgth of iprTiee, from Mxteeii'yrara of of^ wottl<f determine the cfaiioit 
lilticb none could ^ entitled to under Jifiy-tix yean of age* if the time 
of tervice were to fited at forty years. ‘ 

Could fortunate olBctri with justice object to the claims of thdir lees 
foKtanate brethren, fotlnded upon the leneth of their servitude! If an 
ofllecr, after twenty-five years servitude, has been a post ca(tf aiii ten, Upelte, 
dr even fifteen years, and may%e from 36 to 40 years of age, whet jost 
Oliycetion could he have for a^ntor post captain or a commander retiring 
Orith a greater allowance than liis present half«pay, who may have served 
fifteen years longer than himself? He, probably, would disdain ih^ re¬ 
tired list, looking forward to a higher rank with ardent desires, to active 
em^oyment; and, from early promotion, may, probably, have made pnM- 
atbMy that places him in affluence far above all those who would enter 
the letired lists. , 


And here, my Lord, I leave the subject to your serious consideration, and 
to tfaet of ail his Majesty’s Ministers. 

I am, 

Your Lordship’s humble ^rvant, 


XitracU firm ** The Soldiers of Venezuela!* 

MS. XPITOA, ‘ I^tndon, Jan. lOfA, 18 J 8. 

T he endosed extracts are from a work that has just appeared, and 
which, I think, cannot but be interesting to all classes of society. The 
insertion of them will oblige a constant reader, though 




The cables loosened—>tbe anchor up—-the sails unfurled—the pilot at 
the belm—tbe shrill pipe echoing to the breeze, and cheerful activity in 
every counteimnce, was a combination ddligbtful in itself, but distressing 
in its associate reflections to the mind of Ig^ene. lie climbed to the mast- 
bjsad to take a heart-wrung farewell of hia,native land. The spray of the 
wave was no longer visible on the beach—the headlands dwindled to a 
pjtint, and the white cliffs of Albion mingled with the sky. The vast cx^ 
panse of ocean is, probably, creative of the most sublime jddbs a contem¬ 
plative mind can receive.i^ Separate, distinct, anti abptracted from the, 
works of art, with the only exclusive instance of the veiiicle that conducts 
yon over tlie pfthless sea; which in the most wonderful and pomplex pieoe 
of maciiineryjtbe inventions of science, apd the skill of ilie artificer, ever 
broi^hi ti) perfection. Beyond that medium (dispensed to tlie prayers of 
^e navigator) all is the grand operatitm of ^nature to the lea-voyager’is 
lnedi^tioqs. 

WlpU mofi impressively luU^ than the suepeNive fabric of waves. 



i 

when commotion bf tbe bolder Jpmt 

more wonderful then the deep plungins of> the berkf end. ber^jecoveriw 
Aom the gulphs that seemed closing over her piastif The vovager’s miml, 
fatigued by contemplations so vhst. and his eye weary of the boundleis * 
scene! of mingled Ma and sky, he contracts bis view to his habitation. 
The chart teaches him tlie rapidity of his course in that machine, which tmt 
only contains supplies for his natural wants, but accommodntions for tboir 
UM; a safe lodging on the liquid elementjt and as fearless a capacity oi 
speed, during the shades of night, as wl^n travelling by the meridfini 
beam. Furnished with the means of defence, and often thiAideriiig jn the 
voice of conquest, till ocean crimsons at the sound—that wafts the bless 
tings of peace in the bales of commerce—conveys the offerings of know* 
ledge to the acceptance of the uuinstructed—transports the fragrant psot 
ductions of the east to tlte zephyrs of the west; and gives the warmth'^ 
the south to the shivering tenants of the north—protects the suvereigatj.oi 
ber own dominions, and secip-es the rights of other nationsthe mer* 
chant's hope, the sailor's pride, freedom's bulwark, atid the :wa«4iit*> 
triumph. * 

Eugene had commenced an acquaintance with nseadife, influenced by 
many of those^rejudices too apt to have sway, ere oppoituniiy jii8j,offer 
for correcting‘piWconceived opinions. He «vas prepared to expect the 
accommodations of a prison, and the society of an heterogeneous number 
of the serar<%ivilized, ignorant of all matters not immediately marine; and 
unacquainted with all language not distinctly technical. ’ - 

** The first week of the voyage the winds were lighti and yariah}e, and 
when from the deck time passed drearily with Eugene: but in thatiqterval 
he became reconciled to the newness of aquatic existence. ' The boarsc 
command, and the blunt afBrmative, the apparent confusion, yet course 
regularity, the extraordinary phraseology and rough appearance of (he 
ship’s crewr, present a motley specimen of nautical concerns ; yet the im* 
pression is only temporary; it banishes on an extended acquaintance with 
the profession and its gallant sons. 

Eugene did not allow himself to become disgusted with the moral exte* 
nor of the persons by whom he was surrounded; he determined to becohie 
fiimiliar with them, and found* it no difBcuft task. Ceremony is not'ad 
ingredient in the heart of an honest saijor. Treat him with frankness and 
good humour, praise his ship, Ad extol her sailing, and you become, at 
once, the sailor’s friend. Meet him if your situation be distressful, and 
he will relieve you to the utmost of his ability. Observe him* in his prn»> 
perity, and you wilt only regret the profusion of his inconsiderate genertf* 
^ity. Singular in <heir feelings as unequalled th their profession, they inf- 
bibe prejudices, and encourage predilections tliat are unknown to aU otheV 
classes uf sitciety ; and by these prejudices and predilectionl;- they are held 
in greater sunjcciioii than either’ by discipline or coeic^do. Lee then 
become attached to a comroander, and they will sacrifice'their hvesin 
battle, or exertion, at his ^ish : hut once determined to condemn, no 
implied concession can regain their at^hinent. No men are more lensi* 
bie to the voice of pitiiei end to the good opinioo of their country j nor 
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are *hejr satisfied .w^th the consciousttess of bravery, tiil their aountrymcn 
bear publip testimony to their nierits.” 


. ** The dismemberment ^}f the South American colonies from the domi* 
iiion of Spain, began at this period to form a leading point of speculation 
in most societies. The politician viewed it as of considerable importance, 
not to Spain only, but in its bearings, materially affecting all the European 
States. The merchant and the manufacturer hailed die probability of those 
ahockles ignorance and despotism impose on commerce being loosened in 
ao extensive a part of the globe. The moralist and the philosopher eagerly 
anticipated the happy result of so immense a number of the human raOfe 
being emancipated from the oppressive hand of bigotry, superstition, atHi 
intolerance* Indeed every extensive mind, where intellect acts in the 
atmosphere of true religion, unbiassed by sects, an(l independent of-pre* 
judices, saw in this revolt the retributive haiHl of Divine Jusuce,«<*inea- 
sured the map from the western to the Pacihe Ocean, and invoked die 
shades of Cortez and Pizarro'to behold the effects, resulting, though late, 
from the systems of perfidy, treaclyery, and cnieisy! pointing to the 
enfec^bled, genius of Spain, who, unnerved by her foreign possessioiio, is 
become the victim of intulcra.ice and the prey of superstition, unable ta 
resist the factious, or repicss the discontented, without resorting to 
cruelty, which as truly murks a degenerate state ns a dcgcA^rate mind. 
The once vital encq'y of Spain mourns over her annihilated greatness; she 
looks at the archives of the thirteenth century, and doubts if any revolu* 
tionary change could rc*aiiimate that principle of which recent events 
more dian prophecy the utter extinction. She sees the canker-worm of 
sloth preying on die body politic, and, with a sigh, observes its similarity 
to the body natural, contending with a general stagnation in the circulating 
system. Whatever Spain might solicit, or Ferdinand expect, those who 
turn to the pages of political events must agree, that die utmost forbear* 
ante of Britain could but offer neutrality: for her magnanimity is above the 
littleness of retaliation. Did her character as a nation not reach so high, 
her government might claim so fair an opportunity to convince Spain that 
the period when the North American States threw off their allegtanoe from 
Britain is not faded from remembrance. Retrace when the Bourbons, in 
their family compact and foreign alliances, joyed in the presumed extinc* 
tion of Bi itaiii on the list of nations: then how must posterity admire her 
conduct, at once noble, generous, god-like, indicative of the ^blime fitith 
she professes, wlien they read the records of .European liistory, and see her 
sustaining .her fallen enemies, and, cvcntoally, resturinf^ the Bourbons to' 
the thrpiics which their vacillation obliged diem to abdicate, and their 
weakness precluded them, unassisted, from rc-ascendiiig !" ' 
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Letteb it. . ^ 

TO THE RIGHT HON. LORD MELVILLE. 

On Impreumentf ifc, fyc, 

■ ■ - ■ I’ve lieard it saidf 

Hononr nod policjt like onseTer’d friendi. 

V the war do grow together; grant that, and tell me, 
la peace, what each of them by th* other lose. 

That they combine not then. * 

nr tOBD, , 1st February, 1817. 

I N my last letter to your I.ordship on this subject, I endeavoured to 
point out some of the many injurious consequences arising from a 
system whose only defence is its lonq continuance or antiquity—its m/e 
recommendation its sispposed necessity; no other means having yet been 
successfully used for ninnuingeiur ships. That it has been the practice to 
roan our fleets by impressment in time of wa^ ever since Britain possessed 
a navy, I shall not dispute; but I certainly am by no means convinced that 
in any time of war bbretofore, every ^iracticabie method was tried to pro¬ 
cure men for the navy without resorting to impressment; for, if. bounties 
were occasionally given to seamen to enter, these bounties were very small, 
and they were thus limited, because if they were not accepted the men 
could be tak%n, could be impressed, and none required ; neither was there 
any pension or reward bestowed, except to the wounded, until the termi¬ 
nation of the late war, when it was your Lordship’s wise and excellent 
policy to extend this reward to long service and meritorious exertions. I 
think, my Lord, by increasing these bounties, and properly regulating and 
extending these pensions for long services, and by the adoption of entries 
for more limited services, very much might be done to diminish, at least, if 
not do away altogether the necessity for impressment; aitd if this could be 
done, surely it would be matter of joy and rejoicing to every Englishman, 
, and would justly confer more honour on the name of that man who accom¬ 
plished it, than if he had even gained the most brilliant victories. With 
regard to entering men for limited service, it has been stated, and un¬ 
doubtedly with a great deal of justice, that if seamen were entered to 
serve for flve or seven years, and if, at the expiring of that period, the war 
is not over, much inconvenience would arise to the service from discharging 
our seamen, perhaps at the very moment when our fleets wq|pe watching 
those of the gpetnv-; to obviate this difiiouity, therefore, the wen must he 
either retained contrary,to agreement, if they will not re-enter, or we must 
at once enter thcitl to serve during the war, and until their ships are paid 
oS after its conclusion; by doing so government will obtain the important 
and valuable service of the seamen i\s long as wanted; and the seamen are, 
in fact, little if at all affected by such a change of period; because, when f 
nominated seven as the number of years for service, I adverted entirely to 
the ordinary duration of wars, and it may often happen, that their period 
of service wilt he shortened and not increased by entering them for setvke 
during the war. 
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This is by far the heaviest objectioo I have yeV^^i^ to the plan of 
limited service, and I hope 1 have been able to remove it. Perhaps, my 
, Lord, ynu may l>e oarprised to hear, that, it is nearly ae baadred yeaee 
since tine impolicy and hard|hip of the system of iroprewment very seriously 
attracted the attention and incurred the reprehension, not of the public 
only, but even of the Board of Admiralty itself, as appears from an eacellent 
naval work, compiled by Josiah Burchett, Esq. then secretary to the 
Admiralty, under the title of** A Complete History of the most Remark* 
able Transactions at Sea, &c. &c.** A part of this valuable work is devoted 
to the explanation of the duties of all public officers connected with the 
naval department and, in fact, nothing belonging to the service is omitted. 
The following valuable extracts from this work, 1 think, mny be proper and 
useful now to quote—'* Touching tile wa-faring people of Great Brilein, 
Having said thus much relating to the navy itself, let u$, in the next placCf' 
consider the circumstances of the sea-faring men of Great Britain; a race 
of people who, as thep are the mo$t valuable f because thi jleefa wheretn tkejf 
serve are our ehi^ drfence, so, eonsequentlp, the greatest cure ought to be 
taken to treat them in such a manner as that it may encourage their increase, 
and leave them as little room as pouibk Jor complaints of hardships. I do 
heartily wish that some such nieihods could be come at as might eflectualiy 
contribute liereunto; for, as they are a body of braie men, subjected to 
the greatest hazards and d.mgers, not only from the enemy, but from many 
quarters liesides, so may they with kind usage be urmighi upon, and induced 
with uncommon cheerfulness to serve thrir counliy and look death in the 
face on all occasions; wiierefore, since they are so intriiisiccilly valuable 
in tliemseives, all that is possible riiould be done towards rendering the 
public service both easy and desirable to them. If some other method 
could be found out to bring them into the service of the crown, when there 
shall be occasion, than that which hath for so many years been practised, 
of forcing great numbers thereunto by impressment, as it would doubtless' 
be much more agreeable, so might it induce numbers of young people to 
betake themselves to a seafaring life, who now shew a total dislike thereto 
on that account: such method might probably be come at, cither by a 
general registry, which besides adequate encoumgetnent, ought to carry 
with it penalties also, or in some other way less grievous than pressir^; 
until this shall take place, however, it may be now proper to advise those 
gentlemen who shall be employed in raisiiig men for the fleet, to cause 
them to be treated with all possible care and tenderness, that so they muy 
be induced with tite greater cheerfulness to perform tlieir duty to their 
king and country.** , . 

Again, under the head of** The ineonveniehee of impressing seamen, and" 
of registering of sea-faring men,” Mr. Burchett says, “ The present metliod 
of impressing men for the royal navy is not only attended witK great incon* 
veniencies to the men thenisdves, hut it ajso causes very grent interrup* 
tion to trade; for, very often, when there hath been occasion for an extra* 
ordinary number of men to serve in the fleets, ft bath been found necessary 
to put almost a total stop for some timq to the sailing of all outward 
bound ships: whereas, if some measures could be taken by a registry as 



nforesaidi OTotheH(riM|.soastoconM •( tlie cwtain kaowledge of every 

aeftinan or eea-f«ring own in ifae kingdom; togebber witb thoir egea aoU 
■detcrip^ons, snd that eneii an acooont ware, fnm time.to time, kept cons* 
|>tete and perfect, va th^ eball varjr from death or other circumetances, at 
a particular office to be eetablished for the purpose, the Lord High Admiral, 
or'Cammissioncrs for necuting that officei might not only be constantly 
informed what numbers are actually in the nation, but an account mi^t 
likewise be kept, from time to time, of winch of them ane employed in tlie 
king’s or merchant service, and when they shall have been djs^arged iron 
the one or other, with the period of their Mrvke, &c. &c. Besides, it 
might be so provided for, that after Imviag been employed a cer|M time 
the service of the crown, they should be lAen relieved of oil wmgations 
to serve again, except by voluntary entry, or in very great exigences, wdicn 
the whole naval force was put in requisition ‘ such occasions might be rare, 
but ought, nevertheieas, to be provided for. Somewhat of this kind, if 
properly set on foot, would be of singular benefit to all concerned ia time 
of war ; for the government would not be ppt to more expense than now 
raising seamen, even it'they granted small bounties, and the merchant^ 
would be relieved ffota the heavy losses they are liable to from their ships 
being detained for men; and the seamen themselves, knowing eaactly how 
they stood, and whether they were subject t(f detention or not, would' in 
most cases choose to make out their periods of service to government iu 
time of war, voluntarily. As ft thing of tiiis .sort is of such a nature as tq 
require no small application to render it efiTeetiial, I have only hinted at it 
here; hut if it shall be judged proper to put in practice, and it shall please 
God to .bless me with, the continuance, of life and health, I will most 
readily* contribute«ll I aiu able towards establishing what, in my humble 
opinion, may so greatly teud towards the good of my country.” 

Such, my Lord, were the views taken, aud such the opinions held by the 
wociliy Mr. Burchett, wbo-.-was secretary of the Adnuraity in 1720—-an 
Imndred years ago: and, although.little cliangc seems to have been effiseted 
in the mode of raising men for the navy since that time, yet the truths 
he states, and the iafereiices he draws arc not the less worthy of. attentive 
end serious consideration nfm;Jiie is itware of, and clearly states the evilg 
and incoiiveuiences of iropressmont, and pioposes remedies. The passage 
1 have quoted only came under my eye a few days ego, and I was both 
astonjshed and pleased to find such a coincidence of opinion between the 
quondam secretary and what I took the liberty of stating to y^ur Lordship 
in my former letter; there are, however, two things omitted in his plan of 
amelioration, which I. think quite indispensable at the present timCf 
viwtevet migltt Have been *tbe case in his day; viz. fair bounties on 
entering into tlie service, und something in the shape of half-pay or pension 
to those wboliave faithfully served their king and country a certain number 
of years, on lieiug discharged ; already, my Lord, you have the honour and 
satiskmtion of having introduced the hitter method of reward and encou- 

■* 1 trust our present learned and able Secretaries will do the same. 

Cliron. Voi. xxxix.. .» 
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ragement * «Dd» byrextending it som^hat furUi«r,jiI biive no tfciubt it may 
bc cMily rendered a sure means of retaining seamen for the king’s serrice; 
bat, ill all future wars, 1 trust the country will see our seaman rewarded, 
and the pensions provided ^ for from a Aiud which I conceive they are 
entitled tu consider, and the country will henceforth look to, as the means 
of providing in some degree for their comfort and support, when war is 
oarr ; that fund, my Lord, is ** the droUs ef Admiraltif,'* 

Having now srbinitted to your Lordship some of the opinions I hold on 
this iinportaQt subject, I should not wiah to encroach further on your 
attention than is necessary, and shall, therefore, briefly recapitulate the 
alterali|n8 1 would recommend—not to be made without due and ample 
coDsiciwation, but to be submitted /or cmnideration to Pafliarocni from 
tour Lordship’s Honourable Board ; they me as follows— 

1st. The relieving from iinpressinent all seamen who have already 
served in the royal navy for seven years; if, however, tlie exigencies of the 
service require it, all seamen to be still «t the call of tlicir king and 
country, but to be discharge^ again us soon as pus<>ibie. 

2dly. .All seamen who have not served seven years, und who shall not 
enter on bounty, to be still liable to be taken to scrvle'in nine of war. 

3dly. Handsome bounties to be given to those who volnntarily enter 
to serve during the war, aiid'certain aliow anccs or retaining pensions to be 
allowed them, on being paid off, after serving in the royal uuvy so many 
years (say seven) fuiililuiiy and with good cliaracters. 

4tbly. Registers of seaineu to be kept nt each port of tlic United Kir^> 
dom by the Collectors of the Customs, every ship-muster rcguluriy furnish¬ 
ing tire names and descriptions of his men, Jkc. 

These are the principal points for consideration so far ns impressment 
is concerned; and to these I mean at present chiefly to confine myself; 
bat I Cannot avoid remarking, and agreeing entirely with Mr. Urquliart, 
that much appears wanting to render complete and effectual the syslqin of 
our marine law and policy generally, and, 1 trust, consitlcring the lamenl- 
able and destitute state of so many seamen in the mciropulis during the 
present seiison, the coiisiderutiuii of these no less important objects will not 
be lost sight of by that generous and Iruly; bcuevuleiit body of gentlemen 
who form the Cunnnittee'fur investigating and relieving tbeir wants; it i> 
uol pteseut reru-j'alone that mW satisfy these exertions, I hope, that they 
will point out siisM what is wuiitiiig, and necessarv to prevent a recur¬ 
rence of sntiilnr misery,* permit me, my L*ird, to suggest tu you and this 
Committee the iosiuution of having Banks for seamen. 1 tiMik that much 
money formerly squandered iiy sailors at all tiin»v, but especially during 
war, w-ould be there deposited, w'ere they e^abiished w*ithiii their reach, At 
tbe ptincipal sea-ports; and in times like the last and present years, wluii 
relief, what advantage might not buve been ttiereby afforded. 

I trust, niy Lord, the scenes wc have so lately seen may have made a 
deep impression on all honourable and benevolent tiiinds, and have con- 


* The Admiralty Board never can coateoiplate these scenes with ioddll[vicnc(.'. 
•1 know it does not. , 
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vinccd thelindentandtpgs of all naijpl, mercantile, and* patriotic nan, of 
the necewity which now exists for investignUnf; these iipportaat matters, 
fuWy, ttfftntivefy, and diipe$tiongiefy. This, in my opinion, can be only 
done (ffectnally in a committee of the legislature; and I trust and ardently ^ 
hope that the present session will not pass away without our marine laws 
and policy being brought under consideratiun. Jii forwarding surii an 
investigatioo, your Lordship will derive ao small honour for what you have 
already done, and will, I hope, receive every support and encouragement 
in continuing to do more, for it is very obvious that more ^mains to be 
done, and that without the sanction and approbaiien of Parliament, yoiie 
Lordship and the Board may wish tp pause before making iinprovements 
‘whereby a system so long acted on may lequiro to be changed or modi:fied; 
Before I conclude, I certainly wish to bestow my humble tribute of appro¬ 
bation on your Lordship’s attention to two points of duty, both very impor¬ 
tant, and so anxiously looked for by all patriotic naval and scientific men ; 
these are, giving orders foi*the immediate construction of larger and 
heavier ships of the line, and fur the equipment of vessels to proceed this 
spring in voyages oi discovery to Davis’s Straits and Greenland. 

In approving of t^ese things, my Lord, 1 have the highest pleasure and 
gratification: and be assured, that this is the common feeling of*your 
gallant countrymen. Let us, my Lord, be vigilant, assiduous, and diligent, 
in correct|,Qg errors and guarding against future dangers, and all wilt 
U Kell. 


While Heaven in mercy deigns to smile 
Propitious on her favorite isle. 

United—firm—and free— 

The threats of foes are wild and vain; 

Ii(ot e’en the world lu arins shall gam 
The empire of the sea. 

Still shall Britain's wooden walls continue to endure every storm, and 
prpve impregnable to every foe. 

I am. 


Your Lordship’s obedient humble Servant, 


rjfMlon* 


Original Letter of Admiral Lord NehoJi. ^ 

m 

MY DEAR i ^ ", Victory, off" Toulon, Oct, ■l4fA, 1803. 

Y our letter*of July 24st came to me iii the Cinlders, Sir Wiliiatn 
Bolton; and I assure you that 1 feel very much obliged by yqur kind 
hint, but 1 dt> not believe one wu^ of your informatiem; malicious liars 
are always travelling about doing evil: if he comes out here 1 shall be 
heartily glad to sec him. 1 soeU know his reasons fur coming out, and even 
——, was he an ill disposed man, could that hurt me ; can my mind 
be lumed against my Kingliy any bgings on the earth : besides, what is 
tiler# to find out here, nniy what he knows, and every man in England and 
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the Fleet knowSi'thet f will fight the#rench fleet the nomeni'E csn get nt 
tliem. I liBve bo pleni td divulge, end if 1 had, I should not pat it in an^ 
man's power to give informalion ; in finis,, I believe the gentleman to be ns 
lejral and attached to the King and Country-as you or I are; if lie, is not, 
why do not ministry take him up. My dear »— • some d——«d 

babbiting rasq^s are in our turns pulling us to pieces, jou, I, him, and 
odien. 1 shall close by my old expression —They be diumnl9 ^.......... 


In the Fleet T have nut seen a French flag ^ce my joining; nor dor 1 
expect it, unless the enemy put to sea: our gabs of wind are incessanf^ 
and you know that I am never well in bad weather; but patience, I hope, 
will get me through it. Sir Alexander Ball is very well, but I should rather 
think lie would be glad to be in the navy again. 1 am at this moment con¬ 
foundedly out of humour; a vessel has been spoke, that says she has seen n 
fleet six days ago off Minorca, and it is so thick that^ we caruiot get a loidc 
into Toulon, and blowing at this moment if Levanter. Imagine my feel¬ 
ings, but I am, my dear — f " ■ ■ > most truly your obliged and faithful 
friend, 

' € 


On rounding the S/emt of o»r Men of fr«r. 

MR. SntTOR, 

T^TKVER having heard of the intention of die Board of Admiralty m 
JL V increase the force of our men of war, by rounding, or Dutekifyingf 
our ships* stetns, I confess I read, not without dismay and displeasure, a 
paragraph in the papers, mentioning that the Kent was already in hand, and 
tl>at the pbo was to be geueraUy adi^tcd; being at a distance, 1 am 
anxious to apply to you, Mr. Editor, or to any of the gentlemen of the 
dock-yards, for particulars. ^ 

1 can scarcely myself believe, that any set of men would consent to dis- 
figure and to disgrace the look and appearance of our fine ships, by de¬ 
pressing tliem of what constitutes one of their peculiar beauties; vis. a full 
stern, but ^ther over decorated; nor possessing more accommodation 
Chan is required : my objection, however, principally applies to the adop¬ 
tion of any plan which will disfigure our ships so ti^och ms this will unque^ 
tianabiy do; and for what purpose, I wouldui<>k perhaps to enable them 
to cope with the American T4’s. Surely, Mr. Editor, they have not yet so 
many of that class, as very much to abrm us; and as surely I am df opi¬ 
nion, we ought to build new ships on their models^ uud if their Jorre^ and 
not make ourselves the laughing stock of Europe, and America too, by 
pursuing this novel and ridiculous plan of rounding our ships’ sterns, t! ua 
snaking them look like a parcel of DutcR or Danioli transports, but quire 
uuliks the ijobb and majestic, the proud and towering, or the gay uud 
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light appert«nce o^Brilish men of w4r>'a$ they existed i^. the days of Howe, 
St. Vincent, Duncan, or Nelson. * ^ • 

# 

On Voyages ^ Discovery. 

va. EDilVR, Decmha" 2d, 1817. 

WAS happy to observe it stated in the papers, that government meant 
to fit out an expedition for die purpose of atterapting'a North West 
Passage, in consequence of the favourable appearance which the ice pre¬ 
sented last year, some foreign ships employed at tlie whale fisbei^ having 
penetrated to a higher latitude than had ever been reached before. I hope^ 
Mr. Editor, both this statement, and also what 1 have heard relative to 
preparations for a Vqyage of Discu\ cry on a large scale to die South Seas, 
is correct: fur although our qjttempts to explore the interior of Africa,' un¬ 
dertaken by the amiable and unfortunate Park, I'uckey, and Campbell, 
have not been crowned with success, yet itfs to be hoped the exertions to 
he used in prosecutii^ useful and scientific discoveries in other quarters, 
would be mucii more successful ; and on some future occasion, 1 ^oubt 
not, some other followers in the road to fame will altain what the gentle¬ 
men before mentioned have sacrificed their lives in the noble pursuit of. 
It will, indeed, be matter of great surprise, if during peace. Great Britain 
should be the last naval power to undertake expeditions for useful disco¬ 
very : we are not ignorant, that France, Kussia, and America bave already 
got the start of us in point of time, as larga expeditions from all these 
countries have already proceeded to their respective destinations. What 
can be so delightful to the minds of our young naval officers, as being epa- 
ployed in the purspiit of such noble objects, whilst the European wuild .bnp- 
pily remains at peace ? What can contribntc so much to make them able 
ofi^rs, and scientific practical seamen and navigators, as expeditions for 
nautical research and discovery ? and whilst I would urge by every argu¬ 
ment (but surely to an enlightened Board of Admiralty these are unne¬ 
cessary) the fitting out such expeuitions, I would also suggest ilic utility of 
our men of war employed in tRc Indian Seas being engaged in surveys of 
the different coasts and shoals which have proved so destructive to our 
aliips; and it is equally necessary that those on the West India and North 
American stations should undertake the same useful w’ork on the coast of 
Newfoundland, and around the Bahamas, where so tnnn^ shipwrecks, 
attended with the most distressing circumstances, so repeatedly have hap- 

.peoed, many of tWtn of reccpt dale. * 

/ 

Your’s, &c. . 
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* Mr, Ur^uhart tn Repfy to Mr, Ijfofl. * 

MR. EDITOR, ^ 

I OBSERVE in your last number for January, a reply by Mr. Lyall to a 
pan of my letter,* addressed to the Ship Owner’s Socie^. I 'beg in 
the first place to observe, that the leading subjects of my letter were the 
/iindamental principles and duties of the Corporation of tkf^^rinity Houses 
which Mr. L. has carefully avoided to mention. I therefore send you for 
publication, the answer which I have received from the Ship Owners* 
Society, to my letter before mentioned. On which, after returning my 
most grateful thanks to them for their gracious condescension in taking my 
letter into their most deliberate consideration, I have only to add at this 
lime the following brief remarks. 

When Buonaparte first attempted to conquer the powers of Europe, he 
adopted a new system of military tactics, by which, he accomplished his 
purpose. To do away the evils of impressmo'it, undoubtedly requires some 
system which has never yet been adopted. 

Had I oifered my opinions on the subject of the Corporation of the 
Trinity House, in a private letter to the Ship Owners’*Society in the first 
instance, .instead of expressing them at their late general meeting in Sep¬ 
tember last, and afteraards publishing them through your Chronicle, 
it cannot be doubted, that they would, in imitation of great men in udice, 
have returned a polite answer to my communication, without' taking any 
further notice of the subject, except in so far as it might hereafter prove 
beneficial to their particular interests. This, T hope, w ill plead an apology 
to the public, fur my indecorous conduct,^ if such it can be deemed, 
towards them, and which they hare so generously and feelingly over¬ 
looked. 

In due time, and at my convenience, I intend to offer some farther 
remarks upon it, Knd try that patriotic spirit they profess to indulge towarjjts 
tlieir country, and British seamen, by publicly, not privately, submitting 
a specific case, not readily to be evaded, for their delil>erute consideration : 
and whicli, I presume, will prove my assertions, that the Corporation of 
the Trinity House requires a public investigation, both as regards its pre¬ 
sent measures, and the principles upon winch it was founded ; the object of 
these are the good of the country in all its maritime concerns, and particu¬ 
larly as regards the seamen of this realm. 

, 1 am, &c. &c. 


XIoytTs Coffee'House, 
Feb, 16, 1818. 


f 



• Vide veil. xxKviii, p. 38J. 

+ I have no doubt, when Nelson broke the line at the battle of Trafalgar, 
that Frenclinieii deemtd his actions indecorous; and 1 have no doubt the Cu' ,*«• 
ration of the Trinity House arc of the same opinion with respect te my acttoai 
towards theu. 
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• , (COPY.) 

siK, Ship Owner*! Society, 8th January, 1818. 

The Committee have had under consideration your letter of the 9th ult. 
and iti incloiures; and although your having caused copies of them to be 
published in the Naval Chronicle previously to sending them to the Com¬ 
mittee, and inj^ulged in personal allusions, has occasionecbthcm some 
barrasstnent, smce, by such proceeding, they feel that they should have 
been justified in not taking any notice whatever of your communications ; 
yet the Committee, giving you full credit for a sincere and afdent desire to 
promote the welfare of British seamen ; and being anxious to avail then.- 
selves of the opinions and experience of a gentleman who has devoted so 
much of his time and thoughts to ;hat subject, have, in this instance, dc. 
tenuiiied to overlook what, upon reflection, they are sure you will feel to 
be the indecorum of, your proceeding ; and have accordingly taken your 
:>aid statements into their mu^t deliberate considerutinn. 

Upon much of your letter, the Committee feel themselves at a loss to 
make out the specific object at which you aifh : two points, however, they 
comprehend; viz. • 

lit. That, ill your opinion, they should have commenced their labours 
by endeavours to procure the abolition oT the practice of impressing 
seamen. 

•• 

2Jly. Tliat (hey should petition Parliament to interfere to correct 
certain abuses or negligencies into which the Trinity Board have fallen. 

Upon the first point, the Committee desire to remark, that as the evil of 
impressment censed with the war, or was at least suspended by the peace, 
ir.e immediate investigation of the subject did not appear to them to be 
necessary; bur, on tlic contrary, they were of opinion, that it w'ould have 
been unseasonable, at a peiiod when so many other important and pressing 
matters rr(]uired all the attention which it was in their power to bestow. 

The Committee'are nevertheless of opinion, that the subject is one 
which it may be highly expedient for them at some future time to take into 
consideration; and they will at ail times be grateful for any informatiou Or 
saggcsliiMis which you may be fileased to favour them with. 

Wiih rcgaid to the 2d point, the Committee desire me to observe, that 
admitting that cases of neglect or mismanagement on the part of the Elder 
Brethren can he shewn, or may aiise, in which it may be proper foV^ the 
Committee to interfere, it would be at least premature in them to adopt 
any procecSing, until some specific and clearly substantiated charges shall 
, be brought agaiii^ tha\ Boayi, whicj) they do act find to have been done in 
your present communications. 

■ I am dire(;ted in conclusion to add, that although the Committee will be 
ready at all times to perform their duties to the Ship Owners, by exerting 
themselves to remedy evils by which the shipping interest may be preju¬ 
diced, regardless of who may he the official parties affected by such exer¬ 
tions ; yet they will never intentionally become instrumental to the casting^ 
of ceflect'ons upon any man, or set of men, without the fullest conyiction 
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that their complaiivis arc well founded; -nor will thqy intentiona^j interfere 
in any matters wliatever, unlit they shall be satisfied that they come within 
the scope of their jluty ; as « Committee of British Ship Owners. 

I baue the honour to be. Sir, • 


Thomas Xh-quhait, Esq, 


Your very obedient humble servant. 


(Signed) 


Secretary. 


CcmimcndatioK of n recent IVorJc callcJ “ The Retrospect.” 

MR. ERiTOK, Yorkshire, 1C<// January, 1818. 

I MPRESSED with a sense of obligation for your uurcniitting exertions in 
defence and support of the royal navy,*evjery month giving some new 
proof of the increasing worih«of this impartial Vehicle of general informa* 
tion, whether considered as a record of maritime events, or as a channel 
of universal instruction ; and iniluen(%d exclusively by the sincerest regard 
for the welfare and improvement of our naval service (for the truth of 
which I appeal to the Searcher of all hearts), I take the liberty to request 
you will he so kind as to do me the favour of inserting this l^ter in the 
N.C. for February, as 1 am particularly anxious to recommend to all 
mariners a most useful and interesting book, addressed to naval oiSders, 
which lifls recently fallen into my hands, entitled. The Retrospect (price 5s.) 
written under the name of Aliquis, by a gentleman who was once a 
lieuteiiaut in the navy. It is calculated to in.struct every naval character in 
his^rs^ axiA most important duty, and was it ihorc generally known that 
such an excellent work existed, I feci satisfied that it would be read with 
infinite delight, and might, I trust, prove highly beneficial to mutiy. I 
assure you. Sir, my sole motive for venturing to name this book is, that 
others may participate in the enjoyment I have experienced from meeting 
with it; and I do not liesitate to say, that it would afford me considerable 
pleasure to learn, that it has found its wajvon board every ship a-float. 

Tfiat I may not be accused of sinister motives for thus intruding myself 
on the attention of your readers, it may be proper for me to observe, timt 
I have not the happiness of knowing wlio is the autlior of it; which asser¬ 
tion may more easily gain credence, when you are informed, that I have 
^ lately returned from a foreign station, after being absent for ten years; 
my absence, however, haw by no means n^ade ifie iniiifiierent to the raaji 
interests of my countrymen ; on tlie contrary, I return with inexpressible 
. gratitddc, more than ever convinced, that England ispre>emii),ent)y favoured 
by blessings peculiarly Jier own, for which, whether considered as a nation 
or individually, we cannot be sufficiputly thankful to the Great Disposer of 
all things. 


emod. 



. CaftHiiSPOM4l£fM.CE. 


137 


Cowpunion to Thcsml^'s Curious Letter. ^ 

MR. EDITOR, , * • ^ 

itf^IJSEIlVrNG in your last volume of the TlJ. C. p. 46!>, a list of a great 
number of the ships of our navy, in a letter from Mr, Ilvtler, scut 
through 'I’bessaly, 1 thought it was a pity that on so large | list of officers as 
we have, Lhat^l^rew was not .selected from it to iiian one of them, if even 
for a plcasurc«boat, in these time:-, of Pence ; :,o iviihoiA more ado, I put 
naysclt on one of my Father's luww^coiic.ii-ijoi'ies, and set out for Berkeley^ 
wheie I thought, as I had , to travel Wtsl, I should avoid the sight of the 
Saviok, and cruel sport of a rabbit Warrai, uherc a party were assembled 
vitli a SmlA and his wife, who was a great Trollof)^ to ivash and clean their 
guns as fait as they were fouled by the incessant firing at the rabbits, 
which, in spue of iiiy effiirts to avoid sc. ing, I could not help it. 

It being time for*general sport, I had little further to go heforclsaw a 
gentli'inan pull an amazing large Ftsfi out of a river, and on infiniry who he 
w'as, was told he was a Kmgkt Commander of the Bath, lately from Ki- 
nioitttt, to enjoy the more pleasant hshing in that iiver; but the cold he 
had taken, nearly requiring a Coffin, for him, he was advised to go to the 
Bristol Hot Wells for the recovery of his hcaith. *. • * 

A shoe coming off my hoise’s foot, I stopped at the sign of the Marlin^ 
and sent for a Smithy who shod him so well, that he iw»w tiavellcd with,me 
like a Hunter of Stirling: worth; nay, too gay for me by half, set off in 
full gallop, took me over a Sau.ycr in his pit, and for all tlit; Gould in tde 
world, I could not stop him without the ri.sk ol knocking myself to .SVnT'ers; 
biit an honest old Tt/lery who stood near a J^rike. which 1 had to pass, came 
up in a most Manly manner, and taking my horse by tbe bridle, said, no¬ 
body should Bury a man who fell from a horse, while he could stop the 
lark mail without the assistance of ins friend at jfi^twcUy (who was a 
Gai dtur,) though it was going in full speed. 

Thinking my.xclf ycry lucky, and as happy as a King at this unexpected 
release, I dismounted and walked on Fno^ a little, getting under the Lee 
of a glove of tiec.i, but h.ippening to scratcb mv against a /urzo bu'h 
growing .against a lingcr-post pointing the road to l}uri%uni, I rubbed it, la 
the Hope of its being but a trillie, hut to mv sorrow, it became very painful; 
and to add to my troubles, I bad torn my gaiters, and was obhaed to get a 
Tuylur at tiie Broun Bear and P-lortin, a small public houso kept by a 
Carpenter, who is a Moot, and rents bis bouse of a Scott. • 

Ji Cere ticiiig put in ir.y gaitc;, I now felt myself as plump as a Bnll 
^Rnd I gave a J'oyng Go'iscliji such a crack witli 'ny wiiip, tlmt the owner 
threatened an action against ino, saying, lie w^s a relation of the Mnstemf 
the Roils, bj^ w.ay of intiiniduting me. I, however, told him, ht miohc 
Loci, up such nonsciise from riid, lhai he was a Young Bear, and all hiS 
sorrows were to come, and that he and all in.. Chancery relations were a 
pack of d ■ ■ ■-d stupid Fellouit, and was s.mcxM jt hts lolly, as well as 
my otvii, tiiat I turned about iny horse, and rode tiume .Tiaiiii. 

As I only propose llie.<5e gentlemen l^bciog Adai.r ils) to man one of the 

irSat). Vol, XXXiX., t 
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Royd yatehS} I <h»U no«r endeavour to give you a sloop of wan’s crew of 
Pest Captains, or a fri^te’s <!i«w with Captains and Commanders, and 
next a 74*s crew from the lieutenants. 

State ^ tlte British Navy in 1754. • 

MR. UDITOR,' Fek 1818. 

BSERVING that there is at present a considerable degree of discus* 
sion prevailing with respect to the great diminution of our navy, and; 
the defective state of our newest ships, I think it may perhaps be useful to 
furnish you with a statement of the British Navy as it stood in the year 
1754, nearly 70 years ago, in order that by^omparing it with our present 
force, it may be seen whether the apprehensions now prevailing, are veil 
or ill founded. 


1 %ip of 110 guns. 


.4 Ships of 44 

5 of 100 ' 


36 

of 40 

IS of 90 


43 

of 30 

8 of 80 

«# 

4 

of 18 

5 of 74 


2 

of 16 

29 of 70 


11 

of 14 

4 of 66 


13 

of 18. 

S4 of 60 


2 

of 10 

S of 54 




38 of 50 
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130 of the line, besides bombs, fire-ships, and tenders. 

From this statement it will appear, that we bad riien 130 sail of the line, 
(50 guD'Ships being then taken into it,) and 80 irigates : our force at pre¬ 
sent is not, I apprehend, greater. I am afraid, even including ships on the 
stodis, we have not quite so many of the line, and our number of frigates 
at the greatest, is not by any means sufficient, when we recollect, tba^ 
before me conclusion of the war in 1814, we had in commission 160 sail 
of fibc line, and a still greater number of frigates; and that our force now 
itBucod so much, (fully one-half,) then stood as follows:— 

Of the line. 50*s and frigates. 

In commission.... 151 ...... 175 

Ordinary........ 70 ...... 75 

Building ........ S4 ...... 18 

352 268 

Besides sloops, &c. in all above One Thousand spil. ' 

From this statement, every one may clearly perceive how the matter 
stands, that active and unremitting exertiofls are necessary to increase our 
navy, and to bring it into such a state of efficiency, ns may enable us to 
contemplate the aggression of any giimber of enemies without apprehen¬ 
sion* I have forwarded to you, Mr. Editcr, these statements, because 1 
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coniider hie obeerVati^ns of Aohur well entitled to consideration, and trust 
our naval rulers will not fail to comply, as’soon at possible, «ri»h the anited 
wishes of the country, on a sulyect so deeply*ii^terestii|g to it; for however 
serene the aspect of affairs may be at present, we ought to be fully and* 
speedily prepared to preserve our maritime supremacy, and this we may 
find it difficult to do (brave and zealous as are our officers and seamen,) 
witi) a limited numlier of siiips~-or ships not possessing equal powers and 
force witli tliese of our rival. • 


\4te7Uoft, 


On our Nuial Torce, H^c. 

SfR. EOITOR, , February 10,1818. 

T PERCEIVE with great* satisfaction, that the attention of tim public, 
^ and the feeling'of nntion, (and it is a truly English feeling) is 
eompletely roused, and become quite alivc*to tbe rapid progress which hie 
United States of America arc mqking in acquiring a navy;—some time 
ago, I mentioned my conviction, that this was from every appearnyce the 
decided determination nf the American government, and llie imited wish 
of tlic people, encouraged greatly, no doubt, by their easy success in the 
last war, B'hich led them to think they had only to persevere, in order to 
become roasters of tiic ocean; but, Sir, bcForc its close, these gallant 
officers, Sir Philip Broke, and Captains Hope, and Hillyar, gave them in 
their turn, a lesson of experience, and showed them that however tlie 
British Lion may slumber, when roused to action, be is and must be Kin^r, 
and Britain, now put on her guard, will maintain the empire of the sea in 
despite of all her foes. 

^^’evertheless she must be active and watchful; having seen the power, 
and ascertained the views of her trans>atlantic brethren, she must (except 
her councils are misguiiled more tlian 1 hope and believe they will be), make 
immediate and adequate preparation, so'that when the clay of trial and con¬ 
test shall again arrive, she may possess full weans in powerful ships, and 
willing and determined crews, headed by her chosen and experienced 
officers, to give a good account of her enemy. The observations made on 
this interesting subject in your last Number, by Iron Gun, and an Huff- 
pay 0|^rr, in consequence of the arrival of the Franklin (as 1 ventured to 
predict would be the case), are, in roy humble opinion, welt deserving the 
attention Of tliose ii^ power, who sit at tbe helm. It is in vain for us to 

• expect success toroinensutvitc with our wi^ies, with our present ships, 
aguinsl such mighty odds; wc must build without delay ships of corespond- 
iug size aneb pmoer of all classes, ,ancl then, with such officers and men as 
Britain possesses, ** what enemy shall prevail against us?" Then only, 
however, shall we be fully prepared. If we remain blind and careless, 
sooner or later the sceptr# of the Ocean will drop from our grasp. Tbe 

* country is now fully alive to this grea| trntli; and, when the naval csiitnates 
came bclbre Parliament, I am persuaded, money will be readily panted to 
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begin and carry ‘&n*^lii 3 necessary and truly nationsl object. 4 am per¬ 
suaded also", the Board of Admiralty j(Dust be well alive to these conside- 
^ radons. I will close tbfse-.few remariis, with expressing my satis- 
factihn at seeing several fifgates anil .sloops commissioned at the pyesent 
inoin^t, which will be*the judicious means of giving epaployment to many 
<if tlie’jioor seamen noyt so happily relieved by^e great exertions of the 
coiniuunits, and of the committee in particular, who have p(;§,ved them¬ 
selves truly tlie seamen's friends. I am also glad to observe, that as Sir 
C’hai les Peiiroic, (»vho is a good officer) is soon to be relieved, he is to be 
biircteded bv one of the present valuable assistants at the Board of; 
Admiralty, Sir Gialiain Moor : titp Mediterranean is an important station 
on many at counts,.and lie is lAe T&ry man tudiave that command. 1 hop© 
a successor worthy of him, will occupy.his vacant seat: much important 
business must occupy the attention of that Board even during peace, and 
aide naval advisers ought always to he seated there. 

I hope, Sir, that in fitting nut nur sliips for foreign stations, every 
attention will lienccfortli be paid, m order that they may not shew any 
inferiority in any respect, to llie ships 4>f other powers to lliis inferiority 
Biitain is unaccustomed, and all economy founded on that, is false, 
imfji)lni‘c,.'ntjd ruinous. Our/orce on cveiy foreign station, ought lol)c 
respectable, and corresponding to the naval power and superiority of 
Britain.' 


MANUSCRIPT FROM ST. HELENA. 

[■lIlA^bLA•lEl) r.V TUE EDITOR.] 

4 

ITIi# following Sketch of the Public Life of Buonaparte professes it to have 
been written by liitnsclf,; and, from tlie stvleand matter, we have no 
reason to doubt it. It comes to us in a rluud ; but the rc.tson of it is 
Tissigned in the second paragraph. It is ccitumly not devoid of interest, 
stUhough the circumstances are very sligliKy touched upon, and especially 
those which tcnnlnulcd hi.s vtuy extraordinary career.] 

1 \\lirrE not cemmentaries, because the events of my reign are well 
IrtDwn, and I have theieforc no public curiosity to graiily. My wish 
IS merely to piiblisli a summary of those eieni., by which iny cli.uactcr and 
intentions may have been misconstrued by the world, that my son, and 
' fiosterity, may know me as I‘was. • 

This is flic sole de.sign of the paper which I nni thus induced to publish, 
tlioii^i \\'j 'iadirtct tneanN—as 1 am certain, should it fall into, the hands of 
lilt* TjUgfUth minin^crs, it would lit biuied in their secreuries. 

MyJife has been so extraoiilim ry, that those w/ho have wondered at my 
power have asserted it surprising even from inj infancy. My curly years, 
iiowever, were not remurkablc—us a child,! was merely obstinate and iii- 
quisitivci Tli&< lifst stage of my cddcation, as it geretnlly is in Corsica, 
w'as a miserable One. I learned rreiich js'ith great facility 1 loui the suldieis 
of the gnrnso:^ with whuiu I pa&scd my time. 



9 


MANUSCEin ntOM ST. HELENA^ 


mauon,l^ 
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As what I undertoolTwas generally with a^strong inclihauon, I was always 
successful—what 1[ willed, 1 willed positively—^leeiston was tbe*proiniiient 
feature of iny character—'I neaer hesitated ; sand this gave me ibe supe- 
rioricy«ov^r every one. But the will dependsion the temperament of the 
individual—neither everyone be master of hisotvn will. 

My disposition led me iS detest duplicity. I discerned the truth at first 
sight; and thus no one could equal me in penetrating the bottom of thingb* 
I viewed tlie world as it is, not as it ought to be. In fiiis quality I have 
rarely had my equal; ray disposition inclined me always to live apart from 
the rest of mankind. 

1 never could perceive the advantage of a course of studies, at least I 
have never derived any, except that they taught roe method. The roathe- 
tics alone were useful to me; the rest of my studies I pursued from mere 
vanity. ^ 

My intellertunl faculties exjaanded, however, spontaneously—they con¬ 
sisted only in an extraordinary mobility, or vibration of the fibres of my 
brail), i thnuglit much more rapidly than other men, and had thus always 
more time lor reflection than they ; «nd here is the whole secret of my pro¬ 
found rapatity. 


My head was too active to be amused with the ordinary diver§ion^ of 
youin. Not that I was ubsulutely indifierent to them, but my mind was in 
the imdot (rtf them occupied with things more interesting to me. Thisdisi* 
position threw me into n kind of solitude, in which I encountered nothing 
hot iny own thoughts; and in lliis kind of abstraction I indulged, in all the 
tarioiis situatiOiis of ray life. 

I took grcitl pleasure in resolving })ro\ileins, and sought them in the nih- 
tfirmaticb—i»jt I found the materiul class very limited ; I resorted to the 
’ir.ral, and it was there that I laboured with the greatest interest,and made 
tiie gre.itest adiaiices. Tliese researches became at length habitual; and to 
tiictn is due tlie great proticieiic'y 1 made in war and politics. 

I was hy birili destined to military service, aad was accordingly-placed 
i'l ;he military sciiools; and at the commencement of the revolution ob- 
t.!iiie(i a lifult'iiiiiil's cninirissioii; and of nil my titles, none ever gave me 
so much plnusure as this. Ti'he whole of my aiiibition was at that time 
hi.iiled to the one d.iy htading u couple of dingoons—a colonel of artil¬ 
lery appeared to me tiic ne, plus ultra of human greatness 

At this time L waa too young to take any serious interest in politics ; I 
had not yej begun to consider mankind in the mass; 1 neithtr felt fear nor 
:tst<iiuslimerat at tlie djpurdeis of the time, for 1 could not compare it ndlh 
• nn v other. 1 uecumniodat^d - myself to ciivurastances as they occurred, 
and was not nice in doing so. 

• J Tvas eniyloycd with the army of the Alps. This army did nothing that 
an aimy ongii^i do. It was tqn’iilly a stranger to discipline and war. I 
was, ill fact, in ^lUsUHTCtclied school. It is true we bad no enemy to 
roiiteiid with—our sole business was to prevent the Piedmontese from pas¬ 
sing the Alps, and theie was nothiuji more easy than to do lU 

In our cantonments all was anarchy and coiifusiou. Thu soldirtr pwd no 
res[>C’ct to Ins oiliccr, nor did t^e o&cer inspect tlic general: and both 
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Boldistrt jUd o^<^r3 du(y dimisaed by tbe JRajk^eseotKiFei of |b« 
Peo^. To jtbese laiis idone did t|ie|lrn)y anniK affj idea df powj^—the 
^ idea whi£h of all odiera W tfae.greatest ipflueoce upoA the huaiap mmd. 
1^ £Fqiii C^t fidoe, aaw tVe|laoger reaulting from the ioflAeape of t|^ cjv 9 
p^fj^^r overdue oiilitaiyf and succeeded afterwards in ^igecth)^ if* 

Ifi^o^ teteots,^ but loquacity alene, gained credit in tbe army—all there 
depended on popular favour; and popular favour was oofiy to W won by 
vdclfisratiba* I have never fraternized with the sentiments of tbe multi- 
tude, v^bich itris necessary to adopt if we would acquire the eloquence of 
^ the struts* 1, therefore, not possessing tbe talent of moving the people, 
made Dp hgdre in the army; I, however, gained more time for rejection. 

I ttuidiji^ ^ot ppon paper, but in Uie field. The first time I stood 
fire, WM !n a HUle skirmish on the siiic of Mount Genevre. The balls'fell 
tilingdnd but few were wounded. I felt no fear, nor was there any cause' 

*■ ' ‘^4 # , ' ' V •. , 

iQr ic; rt.Was evident to me tliat neither side had any intention that their 
diSekarges should have any result—they only fired to discharge their con- 
Sdcdhes,' and because it is the custom of war. But this nullity of object 
vexed me—rousN me to resistance. I reconnoitered our ground—seized 
tlicznusquct of a w'ounjded man, and obliged the good man who commanded 
us as ^^tkin to maintain his fire, while I with a dozen men went to cut ^ 
tills retreat of tlie Piedmonterc. 

It appear^ to me no difficult matter to occupy a height which com* 
-^add<^ tlieir position, by crossing through a grove of poplars'* which shel¬ 
tered our lefb wing, pur captain bestirred hiinsclf—his men gained ground 
—the enemy fell back; and when' 1 saw him lose his footing, I brought 
forth jny men. Our fire baffled his rctreat-^we killed sonm of his men— . 
made twenty prisoners, and the rest escaped. 

t hwe related my first military feat, nut because to it I owed jny pr!)« 
motion to the ran^ of Captain, but because it initiated me in tite art and 
mystcrjrof war. 1 saw that it was easier than is generally believed' lo 
Nm- an enemy-and that tiic whole of this great art consists, in not groping ‘ 
ottr way tu victory, but in attempting always decisive movements, because 
it is'bhiy thus that the eDtliusiusm of the soldier is excited. 

,ll^vin| come off well 'in niy first atteinpt,i. 1 considered myself nosv as a- 
maq Of 'great experience lleiicefurth 1 began to feel a strong inclinution 
employment that so happily fultillcd the measure of my desires. I 
thou)^4 of nothing else, and resigned myself wiiclly to tbe exerdse of 
resolving all'the possible problems which a field of battle could present.' 
I then wished very much to study war, also from books, but 1 had tli^'*''' 
.not. 1 b^ab to recollect th'; little I had read ?n hiwtorv, and compared it 
w'itb the s^iie Irefore liie. I'lius did I form a theory of war, which time 
de;t'etopl&djind confirmed its efficiency. 

My life until llie blockade of Toulon,* was insignificant.^. .1^ this period, 

‘ hdWever, 1 was advanced lo the comouiqd of a bat^cilion, and iii that 
sitimtion bad some influence on tbe success of that blockade. 

Never was an ^sjay So badly comnuinded as was ours then. In fact, no 
one kucW wltd touliy.Were*" tbe coinmbnders. The generals presumed not 
to assume coaunatill fpr fear of tbe representatives of tbe people—and 



143 


XANtrsratvT non 


RtCSlIA 


*7 

ioS^. Th 


The com- 


these werOiMaally in fear of the CommittiM of Public Sa^^. The com¬ 
missaries roMnedi^ttie^ftfficers got drunk, aid the soidiera (^.with hun¬ 
ger; but th^ app4ired indifferent—and had^ourage. The didder that 
preraiied seemed to render thefti more intrepft than discipline. 1 was 
then cdlavinced that mechanic armi^js are goodfOT nothing—and they after¬ 
wards proved so. 

In the camp ^rery thing was carried by proposal and acclamation. I 
could not reconcile myself to it; but as 1 could not pregent it, X yielded 
with indifference, and proceeded on my own plans as far as I^cduldt to my 
own purpose. I was perhaps the only one in the army who had any ficed 
purpose, and my sole pleasure was in accelerating it. I was continually 
occupied in examining both the enemy's positions and our own. I com¬ 
pared bis physical means with oun,, and saw that wc had alt, and he had 
none. His expedition was a wretched testimony, that lie clearly foresaw 
the catastrophe; and no one should ever consider himself a brave man who 
can see the result before liand« 


I considered which were the best points of attack, calculated tlie cons- 
manding distances of our batteries, and pointed out the positions in which 
they should be formed. The experiesneed officers thought them dangerous, 
but battles are never won by experience only. I persisted in my d^^and 
showed ieto Burras; he had been in the Marine, and soch men altbough 
they know nothing of war arc always daring. Barras approved of it be¬ 
cause he wi^ed to see an end to the affair, »iid moreover told the conven- 
tion that they must not demand an account of legs and arms, but a suc¬ 
cessful result of the battle. 


My artillerymen were courageous and bold, although inexperienced—the 
best quality a soldier can have. Our attacks were successful—tiie enemy 
was intimidated, and no longer dared to attempt any thing against u«. 
They only bred some balls, which fell at random and without effect. The 
tire which 1 directed was more effectual. My zeal was great, fur it was sti¬ 
mulated bjuhe- hope of advancement; but 1 was also much gratified by 
the mere success of the action. 1 spent all my time in the batteries, and 
slept upon our fortifications. Nothing is well done but that which is done 
under our personal direction, pie piisoncrs told us that every thing went 
to tlte de^il within the place; and it was at length, in a most horiid manner 
evacuated. 

We had deserved well of our country, and I was nomiiiatcd general of 
brigade. 1 was afterwards employed—denounced—dismissed, and ill- 
treated by iltc intrigues of factions. 1 viewed with horror tlic anarchy 
which then had renchej^ its acme—I could never be brought to couiiie- 
tTanec it. A gorefiiment ofNssassins, was to me intolerable. Xt was not 
only a mad government—preying upon instead of protecting llie peqplc— 
it even preyed'^^on itself. It was. a perpetual revolntion in which the 
oliiefs tlieuiselrcs%jcvr no t how to establish themselves on any permanent 
basis. 

A General, but without •tnployment, I went to Paris, because it was • 
only there that favour was tu be ubtaiacd. I attached myself tu Barras, 
for to him only I was known. Robespicre was dead, and Barras wa'< u 
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NAVY. 


' Ortkredf by The Uoii^ af CoiiHuonn Hidfyntf 
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](Coat1niied fr<ihi page 7a.) 

^ * ti 

' 'GREENWICH HOSPITAL. . 

ki^ , d * t <g 

A lthough uo t^rge appeARt upon the ^stiihates> of nay siidl 

UM of G^ecuwbb' Ilospitul, jrec, ittaamacb as ydUr Cptiunit.N9H)^t^K 
'' blrctidy obteryed on t*h& scale of estdbtished allowances to tbe 
ufC^eUea, they tiiiiilc themselves calkii upon to su^Uit tQ tl^ 
ionte observations respecting the eatablfiltiiacnt aiiid regahttib^ bf' 
Offeenwich. , 

<% m ^ - . . _ - 

I1ie oriulnat rdumlauoii of Hie’Royal Hospital fot-Seamen, at Green*' 
wich, was intended iotoly tiu- in-jpensioners, and it Continued to be so 
restricted till the year 1763, when an Act was passed, authorizing .the 
Commissioners and Goveruoi-s uf the llr>spiiiil, to grnnt pensknis lo seamen 
^ who could not be received into the lluspitul itself, under the naute of out* 

, "pehsioners. ■ * 

nuiuber of these out-pensioners was at .lirst lituived, ns wcs the m.,' 
j^^'^&ituston, whiuli was thetj at seven pi>uitds per ainiUui: a further additiia^ 
number was made in the tear 1782 and 1783 ; Lot notnithstap^**^ 
'^.i^iilk’iacrease, the.whole nuthber, ui the year I793, appears to liare 
hi^Iuoasd^t) luw as 900, and tlie PX|jense to 4,0P07. From that ume^hf.opl* 


^prbihgUc cilpoube uf tite present year but httie shortof 400,OpO/. 

Xb» increase of charge, though really .enia*moa9, is not qditf so grr«ba4 
It AjpiwarAf (because the ancient establisIWaehl of wliat was caUet^^ ** 
,Ch^‘M Chaihan^” nut of •tjiicb gratuides and peiisiuna w^e jd^l^d to 
seamen #oti<M|£d'<)r hurt in his Mnjesty-S service, wai, m ^ 
transferred by thp Act 53 Geo, III. cap. I. widt itVrevr^nnniiliirt 
. upon ft, ainoaUtiat'to about 10,000 pr^fonefs, |o 

Tills measure Wa^ 'econiincudcd, your Cnuiiaitlee Jtardey^nd, 
ohyious jwoprietj;.-^ hrauphes of tber" 

hitherto been ubncbcbsarily ki^t dklinrt, add 
establiHimbat instead of tw o>; l^iidivs^hich, 

.. Vi;!-: v-Jki 
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the pension on a^Wmhined view of the wounds, hurts, and <!f sef^ 

vice was ari upte^ it became absolutely necessary to'^VTlifll^lte control of 

\ the pensions forwteuftds with that of the pensions for length of service; and 
your Coiinnitt''e are informed, that this arrangement has been attended witli 
a saving of expense, partly by putting down the unneceksary establishnicnt, 
and partly by checking the granting of double pensions, which could not be 
etlectiinlly prevented us long ns the pensions were granted by difterent 
authorities, and out of separate funds. 

As the Chest is now inscpar.nbly combined with the TIospitnl, your Cnin< 
iiiittce think it unnectssary to take any furllicr distinct notice of it, and 
their observations must be undeistouKl as to apply to the united funds. 

Up to U?e year ISOd, the rate*of pension to all out-pensioners was, as 
already stated, 7/. per annum ; and this was granted witliout any obliga- 
tiuu, on the part of the Hospital, to consider the length of service or the 
characters of the individuals wlio might apply. Ih tlic year 1806, the 
legislature tliought lit to grunt to the HospiiiJ &i. per cent, on the net pro¬ 
ceeds of all prizes, to enable^ as was staled, the Hospital to make piovi- 
sion for a number of decayed olBcers. In consccpjcnce of this, the coiu- 
nitssioners and governors estahhshed 70 out-pensions for post captains, 15 
for.dbmioanders, and 50 fur lieutenants; they also estiiblislied rates of 
pension^ for the seamen and marines, v.iryiiig according to their length of 
service ; the lowest of those rates was 4/. and ific liigiicst 18/. 

Tills arrangement was continued till the year 1814 ; when tlic principles 
and regulations which had been established for the army in 1806, were, as 
nearly as possible, extended to the navy; and the pensions to tire petty 
and non-cominissioncd utlicers, seamen, and marines, were placed ne.'irly 
oil the same iuoling us those to the iiun-comiiiissiunud ofticers niid privutis 
of liis Majesty’s laud forces. 

How far liiis hi'^t extensive alteration may liirve been requisite, is a puioc 
upon vihicii your CuiiimiUee do nut think it necessary to offer any opinion. 
It must he their wish, as it has been the uiiiforni endeavour of the govern- 
nicnC and the iegisluture, to improve, as inucii us possible, the condition 
both of the army and iiaiy. After such splendid and arduous services as 
they have pcrfuiincd, there can be no iiiiiits to tins feeling, but in the 
1.Hilled iiiciins of the country. But consistently with this feeling, and 
without reference to any particular proceeding, your Committee may he 
allowed to cxpres'i a doubt, wheiber some uf tiie measures founded on tlic 
uvowetl metive of establishing a perfect equality between the army and 
navy, instead of alwtiys producing the desired effect, may not in some 


degree teiui to excite iiivit^iuus comparisons, jiiixed up, as all such coinpa- 

I iNons must be, with those advantages nod (fisadvantuges whicli arc peculiar 

I I eath service, and in which, from the very nature of things, they never 

can he assimilated. ^ 

Without pursuing this subject furthe£,.. 3 Uiur C^mittee think it right, 
however, to remark, that not only the seamen in the royal intvy, but all 
those in the merchants’ service, contribute ih part to the formatiun of tlie 
I'uiiJ, out of which these ptnsiotis*arc paid, and that therefore their claims 
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to any indulgence ;^ra‘.itcil gratuitously to tlie other service, arc very strong. 
Tiic amount of this coiitrihuiion, which is at the rate a month from 
every seaman in the merchunts* Service, has been as follows 


Average of ten years ending 

1742 . 

. £ 8,265. 

Do. - Do. 

1782 . 

. 12,455. 

Do.Do.. 

1802 . 

• ^ lGp3JG» 

Ill the year 1812 ........ 



Do. .. 1816 .. 




Your Cornmittcp will now proceed *to state the annual sums which have 
ticen from time to time granted on the navy estimates for tlie support of 
(ireenwich Hospital, besides tlie original grant by the charter of 2,000Z* 
per annum, payable ryt the Treasury, and several temporary and occasional 
grants and hencfactinns from^the Crown. 

The first grant on the estimate was in the year 172S, of 10,000/.; and 
this gran I »ns repeated uninterruptedly, with the exception of the years 
1701 and 1702, down to the year 1705. In that year the vote was reduced 
to ."ifiOOl. and since that time the only votes which have been made oh this 
head have been in 1775, 0,000/.; in 1770, 5^000/.; in 1777, 4,0d0/.; and 
in 1778, 4,000/. 

During tlic late extensive war, several circumstances concurred to 
increase the revenues of Greenwich Hospital in a greater proportion than 
cvc.n the heavy demands upon it:— 

First,—The increase of rent from its landed and mining property: 

Secondly,—Tlie great increase of the contiihution from the wages on SQ 
large a number of men a^ was voted : 

Thndiv,—The great consequent demand for men who found employment 
in tlic merchant service or oviii in the navy, who wuuld in ordinary circum¬ 
stances have come upon Greenwich Hospital: 

Fourthly,—The grant lieforc-mcntioned of ,» per cent, on the amount of 
prires ; and 

Fifthly,—The forfeited and *inclaimcd sliares of prize-money, which 
ha\e produced a coii^uleiahle sum. 

The rvhole of these causes has enabled tin: Hospital and Chest, nutwith- 
standing the iiuincnsc claims which have been made upo^i them, to 
acrumiilutc Vi capiol in the funds, now ainountuig to nut less than 
8,7 60,000/. 8 per cents. ^ ^ 

It is obvious, (hat in (he first years of peace, all the priiicioai sources of 
revenue nre greatly diininished, while tlic claims on liie Hospital are Kirgely 
i/icreaseij ; and your Connnitlei; weie tlierefore not surpused to learn, th'it 
in order to face ihb eurrenl demands, tlic Hospital has been ohli^ed t<> 
draw upon its savings, aiul they iiiidersiaiid that a sum ofalout oOO.OOti/. 
stork has been sold out since*llic coiicliision of the war. it is e\i(lciit, that 
in future ye.irs similar sneiifices iiinst hH made, and (lioii;!i it is to be hoped 
they mil ^Ctiriy dnniiiish in amount, yet it is clear that the iuiuicd property 
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oF ihe Hospital 'cannot be expected to last beyond a limited number of 
years, and that.then a very great annual expense will fatl upon the public. 

Your Committee think it right to annex returns of the number of pen¬ 
sioners, and an abstract of the regulations established in 1814, uiiiler 
Minch the grutuities and pensions arc now grunted. The House will observe 
tiiat, by the 4iii section oftlie 10th nrtirle of this abstract, all pensioners 
are liable in time of *var, or in prospect of war, to be railed u[)oii to serve 
bis Majesty. TJiis condition your Coniiriiltce consider as having breii abso¬ 
lutely necessary when pensions were granted In men dischargi'd after 14 
years service: and they trust that in some degree it may be attended with 
the advantage of carrying into effect' the proposition so often made, for n 
registry of seamen for the royal navy. 

Your Committee obsene, that in pursuance of tlir .Act of 7 and 8 Will. Ilf. 
cap. 21, there appears on the old estimates, from the year 1G97 down to 
the year 1711, an annual sum, not bss on aji average than 35,000/. voted 
fur the object of a registry of seamen : this sum, it will appear on a com¬ 
parison with the other naval expenses of that peiiod, was a very consider¬ 
able one indeed ; and by the same Apt a libci.d maii'tcnancc for seamen, 
their, widows nml cliildrpii, is provided out of the funds of Crccnwich 
Ilu'spital; mid though that sy:tem appears to have been abandoned in the 
reign of (^uccn Ann, propositions for a registry have been frerjiiently 
renewed, but widioiit any practical result, until the chaiigt of system 
in 1814, enabled the Admiralty to combine it witli the general system of 
Greenwich. 

Your Committee have of cour.se been desirous to aseeriaiii what 
Oasistance, in case of emergency, llie country might c.xpcct fiom tlic men 
so registered and pensioned- They are informed tliat it is not possible at 
present to make a return of the nunilierof pensioners who uioy he now fit 
for his Majesty’s service; but ll'.e best informed ofticers of Gaenwicb 
Hospital at'O of opinion, that of the ."2,000 out-pt'iisinnois now on the 
books, not less than from l'2,f'00 to l.'S.i’OO are rapablc of active and nselnl 
lorvu'c a float, and that a further con-sidnuble number might be found 
useful lor sh.ore for barbonr‘crvice. 

Cl 

The expenmeni (for surb in this point of view it may be called) of 
endeavouring to hold a large nuiiibcr of able seamen, disposable for the 
public service in case of emergency, is one of gicai national interest; and 
your Coraui^ticc recommend to tiie govemment, to pay a minute practical 
iittention to tin; uperatnm of ibia p.nt of the system. With ce.spcct to the 
pecuniary p.iit of it, wlnlst they cannot but lament the great increase of 
expense, your Commlilec flaw nolli'iig to surest, except that iimsinucii as 
these allovvaiicrs to the out-pensioners of (iieenwich have been formed 
after the scale of tlje our-pensionors ol Chelsea, they should undergo the 
same modifications, whicli your have recommended vvith 

respect to the latter, in uicir lUpori on the Aimy KstiinaU’S 


[To be^uutinucJ.J 
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To Captain Richard Beach, Capiam of his Majesty's Ship Leopard, 

Y OU are, with his Majesty’s ship Leopard under your command, to 
take into your care and convoy, the ships Bendish, Prudent, Mary, 
and sucli other ships as shall be ready to sail with them, bound for tlie 
Mcditfcrranean. or Turkish ports, either from the river of Thames, or the 
Downs; and ‘•h.ill us? the utmost endeavour to convoy them in safety, to, 
or near their respective porW; always considering, that the r hief end of 
your present vc^yage, is the convoying the »shins belonging to the Turkey 
Company ; and ilierefore yon are not to go iinicli out of your way to any 
other jiorts. nor stay above y4, or,* at the most, 48 hours at any port for 
other luerchantb ; in which time, if any Engli**h ships shall present them¬ 
selves, bound the same way with you, you sfiall likewise take them under 
vour conv’ijy, so far as you may without diverting too much from your 
intended voyage, in which you arc to proceed as far as Sicily, or Hope 
Bona (or if need be) 40 leagurs beyond ; where you are to leave the said 
Compsmv’s ships to proceed on their voyages, and yoiir<.eIf to return to 
Alicant, there to incei with Sir John Lawson, and the rest of his Majesty’s 
Sect, iiiiicss you shall receive certain information by some of his Majesty’s 
frigates, of some oihtr place of meeting his jMajesfy’s fleet. 

In your rciuin if at Sicily you shall meet any English ships ready to sail 
lioinewaid.s williui three days after your arrival, you are to convoy them so 
f.ir as your way siiali lie together ; but you arc not to stay for them beyond 
iliree da)s, m regard of the necessity nf your attending I he rest of the 
fleet in (be St 1 vice intended for them ; but slinll, in case of their not being 
ready to sail within that tiinct make the best t»f joiir way directly for 
Alicant, unless dmettd l>y inielligenct, leceived by some nf his Majesty's 
ships (.IS iiforesiiiil), of the place wiiere you may piobably meet the fleet, 
in which c.ise you aie to sail tliiihcr. Dining this voyage you arc not to 
engage yoiiisell’in the convoying or protect ing any foreign ship# whatsoever, 
that So ibcre may be no piotence of complaint by those ot Algiers, whom 
^'ou aie n<ii to .silver to mtil^ nny other seairh4in board any English mer¬ 
chant ship, than to .tee the pass imder my hand and seal, or to see lliat the 
ship be really’manned bv bis Majest\\ subjects. Dining ibis time, you 
aie not to receive on board Ins iM.ijesty’s ship undcr'-ijtoiir como>:ind, nny 
goods .lod mi ll bandize, lest by so doing (besiflc-s tlie hreacli oi the general 
rule for Ins JMap siy’s sinpsj yon be obliged to go to any port, to the neg¬ 
lect of his Majesty’s service, and the luiitless expense of his Majesty's 
ticasure, at a time when there is a probability of so much use of uH the 
ships intended fuf that service. Hereof you arc tiuC to full, and fui so 
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doing, this shall be yonr warrant. Given under iliy hand, at Whitehall^ 
the 14tb of Dec^nber, 166S. 

Of 

lame4. 

To the principal Officcn, i^c, of his Majesty's Nuvi/. 

Whereas the present ordinary at Ciiathnm, by the laying up of so many 
nf his Mujestys ships, is not only increased, but tlie work ixn wbirh ti:('y 
usually have b(‘en employed, upon setting forth and bringing in of ships for 
repair, cleaning, or the like occasions, very much diminishf d, by li>e 
lessening of his Majesty’s fleets at sea, wberebv some of the charge iimv 
employed on the ordinary may be saved to Ins Majesty, for tlic more con¬ 
venient cfTceiing whereof, having conferred with yourselves concerning it, 
and having likewise received liis Majesty’s approbation, fitting in coutinl, 
I have thought fit to direct, that you c.iusc Jixty men for the guard of the 
navy at Cluitliam, to be borne on the Sovemign (the otficer of the Suveraign 
to be there included) to whom, ivhcii arms shall bjp delivered, and the 
3 aid guard settled, you shall then order his Mtijesty's ships the True love 
and Bramble to sad to Dcptfprd, there to be nnrieged, paid olT, and laid 
up ill the wet dock, if there be room for them. And toiasmncli as hy the 
decrease of business in that part of them, the naty. whitl. lieth <r Chatham, 
llicre is not, at present, any necessity of the constant attendaiire of two 
musters attendants in the yards, insomurh, that as 1 am iiifoinied, u hath, 
for some time, become a practice to wait by turns; and ivliciens the care 
of his Majesty's ships on float there, doth, under the coinnossioiirr ilicic 
residing, most properly belong to tlie inasttr-atlond.iiits ; 1 h,i\e tbercf.ire 
thought fit to diiect, that one of the said niaster«aiteiid.inis be by yot) 
appointed always to reside and command the guard on boani the Sovernign, 
according to former practice ; and that tliey rtsidc there either by qii,liters 
half years, or longer times, as you s'lall think it best, lest by a slioiter i\- 
chatigc of residence between them, ihtie in.sy (■(infusion ari^e in tlie ser- 
sifc, nr at least, diflicnliy of disrerniiig rhioiigli wh<i,c neglect, or default, 
bis Majesty's SFi vice sball, at iiny time, Ka\c rcr.viitd prejuilici-. And 
this attendance on board the Soveraign ]•< to be uinh rsiood ns part of their 
duty as maslcrs-attLiuiants, aitliout any f.iithcr pay for ilie same, iii rtgard, 
that since the tone the said rominand was given as an addition of maiiite* 
iiancc to ilic(>aid masters, tli^ie hath been a considerable mciease ot their 
salaries in lieu tlieicof. In the setting tlie >:iid guaid on boai,i llie 
.Soveraign, you aie to take uito your Considertp-ion, what number of u r- 
\ants are fit to be alh»wc(' in that number, and hy order from yoiirselv, ? to 
cstahli.sH the same, which bring done for the greater eertafnty of having 
able and fitting inenieinployrd on the guard tlieie ; anil, hkewiso for the 
ciicour.iuenient of ihe officeis of iho lesser ships, and the necessary sup¬ 
port of the poorest of them, you aic to cause such of the staiidiiig oflicers 
of liis Majesty’s ships, not borne in harbour, as you sball judge- fit, and 
w{in stiH 11 desire ibc same, to be borne and attended on the said guard, 
uulil lliLir rcspccliic sbi^is shall be forth to scii. And because the uuuul^r 
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of s'jch officers, nut borne in harbour, is, at present, greater than probabl-^ 
can be received on board the Suveraign ; for the farther provision to them, 

1 recommend it to your direction and care, to cause 30m'*'of them (being 
fitly qualified for it) to be borne on the yachts, causing others to be dis« 
charged, that so his Majesty’s charge may not be increased thereby. 

i\nd, for the better pcrfurinnnce of the service required from the 
Guards, you arff tu give order, that his Majesty’s yaciit, called the Jemmy, 
be carried into tlie said river, and that she be delivered ijito the charge of 
the master attendant residing on board the Sovpraign ; to tite end, that 
being manned by some of tlie guards from time tu time, she may be coi)ti> 
iiually plying up and down in the river, as well for the preventing embezzle* 
tneiits, or apprehending oiTenders, ns tu give notice of the approach of any 
danger. And herein the master-attendant is to take care, that the per* 
suns employed in the Jemmy he diligent, and to cause them tube frequently 
changed according tuliis direction. 

You are to consider of sonuc moderate increase of wages to the respective 
officers of the Soveraign, not regarding the (utc of the ship (which would 
sneli the charge too high), but the nttendance required from them, and to 
report the same to me. The servants borne on board the said ship, are Cn 
continue to receive fourteen shillings per mensem^ mid tiic able senincn 
ond officers borne, eighteen shillmgs, besides one shilling tu be deducted 
for the mifdster, chest, and chirurgeon. As tu their victuals, 1 refer it to 
yuu, to give either sea-victuals or petty*witiiaiit, as you shall judge 
most fit. 

Anti Icsr the officers, who arc thus directed to he borne, rather out of 
charity totMii(Is them, than for benefit to the King’s seriiie (which might 
b.iu* as able men at the same rate), should, upon the colour of their being 
officers, p^e^llmc to behave ihei.iseUes, either negligently in their duty 
reqiiiied, or contumaciously against the mastcr-attenuant, and other officers 
of the ship, to whom they ought (as comninii men) to be subordinate, 1 do 
hereby declare, that if any of them shall be so presumptuous as to oflTend in 
that kind, that be shall not only be discharged from the said guard, hut 
that I shall look upon them as unfit to hold any place or office in his 
Miijesty’s navy ; wbereof you ^re to give theiti notice, that they may nut 
pretend ignorance for an excuse. Given under iiiy hand, at St* James’s, 
the ^lat day of August, IGOJ. 




lamed. 


, To Captain Janies Pooli, Captain vf his M^fjestps Ship the London. 

Whereas his Majesty hath thought lit by bis warrant, dated the iJtltdity 
of June, loot, to oider the impresliiig of mariners to^serve in his Majesty’s 
ftcot, now going forth to sea : these are therefore to will, authorize, and 
require you to imprest, or cause to be imprested, such, and so many able 
ntaiiiicis and seamen, as shall be necessary fur the completing of the iiuiu* 
her of men appointed to be borne on his Maje.tly’s ship the London, and 
not exceeding till'number of three hundred, givia uu'.o each uiitii so im- 
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pressed, one sliiiling fur prcst money; which moneys’su disbursed by you, 
the-principal officers end conitnissioners of his Majesty’s navy are hereby 
.required to cause to be paid unto you ; pnd you arc to cause the men so 
imprested, to repair to his iMajesty'ssaid ship, on which the purser, or the 
clerk of the checqtie of his Majesty’s yard respectively, are hereby required 
to eater them immediately upon tlicir arrival. And in'ense they shall travel 
by Idod, the clerk of the cliecque shall pay unto them, aft^r the rule of one 
penny per mile,' for conduct money. In the execution hereof, you are to 
take care inHlie first place, that the men imprested be able and fitting for 
bis Majesty’s service, and thiU as much as possible, you avoid the taking 
any fhen from merchant ships outward-bound, especially such as shall be 
laden; and also, that when you shall take any from any ships honiewutds* 
bound, you leave lliein a sufficient number fur the safe bringing their ships 
.into harbour; afid limt you do not take from any merchant sliip.s, the mas¬ 
ter, boatswain, or purser. You are heieby stuctly charged and required, 
that neither yourself, nor any authorized b^'yiui, do demand, receive, or 
take any money, gratuity, re^Aard, or other cunsideration whatsoever, for 
the sparing, changing, or dischaiging any person or persons imprested, or 
to be inipresied, by virtue of this wairant. And all mayors, sheriffs, 
bayfiffs, justices of the peace, constabks, hc.idburoughs, niui id! other his 
Majesty's officers and loving subjects whom it may cunceni, are hereby 
required to be aiding and assisting unto you, und those oppoieted by you, 
in the due execution of this warrant, as they tender his Majesty’s service, 
and will aiisner the contrary at their penis ; mid for so doing, this shall Ik- 
your warrant, (jiveu under my liuiid and seal, at be. James's, the 16th ui 
June, Iddl. 


9 " 

Lamc^, 


James, X)ukt of York, SfC, To all lb o horn thesepnsfnls Jatll comt, greeting. 

Whereas, by an Act made in the Fariinment, begun at Wfsiminstcr, 
the 8th day of May, in the )3th year of Ids Majesty’s reign, intituled, An 
Aet, directing the j.rosecrilton tf siuh I'S tere tncowptub e for pr ue goods, it 
is provided, enacted, and declared, 'i'iiat all .such rights as during the 
rtign of liis Majesty’s royal father, of blessed memory, oi his MiijeJty's 
reign, belonged, or appertained unto, ilie i.ord High Admiral of liiigland, 
or Lord Warden of thcfhmjiie Pons, f<ir ihu lime bcMog, by virtue of the 
said office, and have been at any time since the year of our Lord God 
1648, usurped, possessed,, or seized, by any person or persons, bodies 
pulitic, or corporate, and not having atcumpted tor the same to any 
authoHty, usurping the goveriiineiit of i,his nation, and not pardoned by 
the act of ubliriun, that all s .ch person or pcirons, bodies politic, or cor¬ 
porate, shall accompt, and pay the same unto me, upon suit for tlie same 
in the High Coui%of Admir.dty, as by the said Act of Farliaincnt doth, 
and may more fully appear. Now, know yc, that I having received 
information, that seroral persons* within this his Majesty’s kingdom of 
Lnglaiid, havcijotjct accoiiiptcd, as afo; ouid, for the severaliJolits anti 
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iducs by liiin usurped, possessed, and seized, belonging uato me, as Lord 
High Adinirnt of England, and Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, as well 
in relation tn prize goods, as,Tor flouon, jetsoii, lagan, deodands, and. 
otherwise ; 1 have thereupon, out of the trust and confidence which I have 
in the inlrgrity and experience in that behalf, of Thomas Killigrew, Esc, 
one of the grooms of his Majesty’s hed-chamber, Philip Froud, Esq. John 
Paulctt, Ksq. 7110111:13 Holder, E»q. auditur>general of my revenue, George 
Take, Thomas Chevins, Gent. Thomas £wcn, sen. mercR<*tnt, and Thomas 
Froud, gent, thought fit to nominate, constitute, and nppdint; Wid I do 
by these presents, nominate, constitute, and appoint them the said 
Thomas Killigrew, Pluhp Froud, John Paulett, Thomas Holder, George 
Take, Thomas Clravins, Thomas Ewen, ’and Thomas Froud, or any three, 
or more of them (wliere«>f the said Philip Froud, Thomas Holder, rr 
George I'ukc, to be one) full power and authority, fur me, and in my 
name, and for my use, at the ir own proper costs and charges, to arrest, and 
sue in hi«> Majesty’s High Cf/brt of Admiralty, nr in his Majesty’s Court of 
Exchequer, all such person or persons as shell be found to have usurped, 
possessed, or seized tiny tights belonging unto tne, |is Lord High Admiral 
uf Eitglund, or Lord Wurdeo of the Cinque Ports, and have notaccompted 
for the same, as by the fuid .Act of Pnrliamqjit is declared, as well in rela¬ 
tion to prize goods, as to fiutsons, jetsons, higons, deodands, or otherwise; 
and to rcc;}'*''' lights of ilic said person or persons, atid also to do 

and pci form all siitli utiier inalter or matters, thing or things whatsoever, 
for the recovery of tlie said rigiits, as may lawfully be done and performed, 
by virtue of the aforrsaid Act of Parliament, and chat in as full and ample 
manner, to all intents and purposes, as I myself may do: hereby willing 
and requiring the Judge of liis Majesty’s High Court of Admiralty, and my 
advocate anil pr(K:iur in the said court, to he aiding and assisting unto my 
.aid comiiiissioiKTs, or any ilnec or mure of them as aforesaid, in the due 
j^scciition of ihe aforesaid persons, according ns the said Act of Par¬ 
liament directs, as well out of term, as in term, by all lawful ways and 
means. And for the avoiding chargeable suits where they simll not be 
necessary, :tnd that the persons concerned shall be willing, without process 
of law, to yield unto me my night, I do farther, hereby, authorize and 
empower the stiid Thomas Killigrew, Philip Froud, John Pawlett, Thomas 
Jioidcr, George Tuke, Thomas Chevins, Thomas Ewen, and Thomas 
Froud, or any three or mure of them (whereof the same Thomas Holder, 
or George Tuke, to be one) to treat and conclude with any peesoii or per- 
sons, who ^lail be willing to yield unto me iny right: hereby obliging itiy- 
self to ratify and confirm witat shall he so agreed 011 by them on myhihaif* 
Given under my hand and seal ai St. James’s, this :i20tli day of July, in the 
year of our Lord 1664; and in thp i6ch year of tlie reign of our Sovereign 
Lord, Charles the Second, by the grace of God, King of England, Scot* 
land, France, and Ireland, Defender of the F:utli, &c. 

• 

[To be eonfinued.j 
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Wasi^ingtoi*. December 9, ISIT* 

rYlHlS day, at 12 o’doek., the Pretident of the United States trana- 

Jt mitted to both Houses of Congress the following Message, by Mr. Jottpb 
ifoaa Monroe, hisMSecretary 

•' FeUom^CUitem of Iht SantiU, and of 
tho Huiwe of Re^rotentativea, 

‘ At no period of our political existeiiee had we so much cause (o felicitate 
Autseleesat the prosperous and happy condition of our country. Theabtm- 
dant fruits of the earth tiUTC filled it with plenty. An extensive and profitable 
coounerce has greatly angmented our revenne. The public credit has attained 
AB extraordinary elevation. Our preparations for defence, in case of futons 
wars, from which, by the experience of all natt,ins, we uiigiit nut to expect to 
be exempted, are advancing, „iindpr a wril-digpsied system, with all the dis* 
patch which so importaot a work will udmit. Our free Govcriiroeiit. founded 
on tbe interest and afibetions of the people, has gained, nnd is daily gaining, 
Itrength.—Local jealousies are rapidly yielding to more generous, enlarged, 
and enligHtcned views of oaticnal policy. For advaninges so numerousaod 
highly important, it is onrduty to unite in grateful acknowledgments to that 
Omnipotent Being from whom they are derived, and in unceasing prayer that 
he will endow us with virtue and strength to maintain and hand them down 
in their ntmost purity, to our latest posterity. 

** I hare the satisfaction to inform you, that an arrangeaiciit, which had 
been commenced by my predecessor, with the- British Government, fur the 
dnetion of the naval force, by Gieat Britain and the United fiiaies, on the 
Lakes, has been concluded : by which it is provided, that neither party thnll 
keep in service on Lake Champlain more than one vessel i on l.ake Ontario 
more than onei and on Lake Erie and the upper Lakes, mure tiinn twO|^ 
keurmedeach with one cannon only and that all the other nrnii d ve^sels/w 
both parties, of which an exact list is interchanged, shall be disinaiitird. It 
is alto agreed, that the force retained shall be restricted, in its duty, to tha 
internal purposes of each patty; and that the arrangement shall remain in 
force until six months diall have cxpircdT, after noiire given by one of 
the parties to the other of its desire that it should terminate. By this arrange* 
fiseet useless expense, on both sides, and what is of still greater importance, 
fihe danger of collision between armed vesseis, iu those inland waters, wbieb 
ysai great, iifprevented. 

** 1 have the satisfaction alto to state, that the Commissioners, nbder the 
fourth article of the Treaty v>f Ghent, to wbonii.it was referred to decide tf 
which party the several islands in the Bay of Passamaqtiuddy belonged, under 
the TrAity of 1783, have agreed in a rr^ort, by which ail tbe islands in' the 
ppmemiOB of each party before the late war, have been decreed t<rlt. Tbe 
Commissioners, acting under tbe other artitclei of tbe Treaty of‘Ghent, for 
the settlement of the boundaries, havpalso been engaged, in the discharge of 
their respective duties, but have net yet eempleted them. Tbe difference 
which arose between tbe two CeverBments under that Treaty, respecting 
(h'g fight of the potted States to take and core fish no tbe coast of the British 
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pn>viflcei oorth of oQ'r limita, srhtcb had beeo secured- by Ibe'-Treaty of 1789, 
is still id odgoelatloo'. The pfoposKidn made by this GbeemmMt, to eiteiid 
to the ColoBithof Great Britaifa the' principles of the Con<teiition of Londoif,' 
by which the commerce itrfween ifie ports of the United States and British ports* 
ia Europe hud been placed on a fobtiiig of equality, has been declined by the , 
British (ioverontenl. This subject having been thus amicably discussed be> 
tween tfae two Qtivernments, and it appearing that the British Government h 
nnwilling to depart from its present regulations, it remains for Congress to 
decide whether they will make any other regiilc*ition8, in consequnce thereof, 
for the protection and improvement of our navigation. 

** The negociation with Spain, for spoliations on our commerce, and the 
settlement of boundaries, remains, essenliaily, in the slate it held, by the 
commanirnlions that were made to Congress by my predecessor. It has beeb 
cvideotly the policy of the Spanish Government to keep the negociation itilN 
peoded'i and in this the United Stales have acquiesced, from an amicable 
disposition towards Sj/k.n, and in the eipectation that her Government would', 
from a sense of justice, tinaijiy accede to such arrangement as would be equal 
b'etweea the parties. A disposition has been lately shewn by the Spanish Gob 
verament to move in the negociation, which has been met by this Government j 
and, should the conrliialory and friendly policy, which has invariably guided 
our Councils, be reciprocated, a just and satisfactory arrangement iqay be 
expeeted. It is proper, however, to remark, that no proposition has'yet 
been made, from which such a resuit can be presumed. 

** It wa» anticipated at an early stage, that the contest between Spain and 
her Cotonieb would become highly interesting to the United States. It woS 
natural tliat our Citizens should sympathize in events which affected their 
acighbonrs. It seemed probable also, that the prosecution of the cenilict 
along our coast, and in contigpous countries, would occasionally iatecrupt 
onr comiherce, and odierwise affect the persons and properties of ouC 
Citizens. These anticipations have been realized. Such injuries have been 
received from persons acting under the authority of both the parties, and for 

S bicb redress bus in most instances been withheld. Through every stage of 
e conflict, the United States have maintained an impartial neutrality, giving 
aid to neither of the parlies in men, money, ships, or monitions of war. They 
have regarded the contest, not in the light of an ordinary insurrection, or 
rebellion, but as a civil war between parlies nearly equal, having, as (b 
neutral powers, equal rights. *Oor ports have been open to both; and 
every article, the fruit of our soil, or of the industry of our citizens, which 
either was permitted to take, has been equally free to the other. Should the 
Colonies establish their iodependence, it is proper cow to state, that this Govern* 
meat neither seeks, nor would accept from them, any advantage, in com* 
merce or ofherwiie, which would not be equally open to all other nations. 
,The Colonies will, in that evgnt, become independent States, free from apy 
obligation to, or connection with, us, whi^ it may not then be thdlr 
interest to form on the basis of a fair ^reciprocity. « 

*Vla the summer of tiie present* year an expedition was set on foot against 
East Florida, by persons claiming to act under the authority of some of the 
Colonies, who took possession of Amelia Island, at the mouth of 8t. Mary's 
River, near the boundary the state of Georgia. As this province lies east 
•f the Misiimippl, and is bounded by t||e United States apd the Ocean on rverj 
side, -aiid ba» been a sabject of negociation with the Governosent of Spain, as an 
iademaity for losses by spoliationj^ or in excbnnge for territory of equal 
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imlue 3 ireitward of the ftlt8iii»ip|ii, Afactwcl) known (oihcarorid,it eiciltd 
tucfirise thnl any conntenanea lliouM be given to thii wenuirc by any of 
the Colonirf. Ai it wnold be dilBeuIl to rrconcile it with the friendly, 
relatiofli exiiting between the United StaUa and the Cidoniei, a doubt war 
entertained whether it bad been anthorited by iheo, or any of them, .^ii 
doubt bat gained ftrengtb, by the circnmstaaeei which have nofoldcd tbrnselvea 
in the protecotinn of the eiiterprire, which have marked it m a mere private 
iinaathoriaed adventure. Preyected and eommenced with an iorompeleat 
force, reliance se^ms to have been placed on what might be drawn, in delaace 
ofoorlawi, from within our limiU; and of late, at their reaonrees have foiled, 
it.hai aaiamed a more marked character of apfriendlinm to hi, the bland, 
being made a channel for the illicit introduction of ilavei from Afrira into the 
United Stater, an aiylum for fugitive rlaver from the neighbouring Sinter, npd- 
nportforsmoggUngofcvery kind. 

** A timilar eitabliiJiment war made, at an earlier peridd, by persooi of 
tiie rame description, in the Gulph of Mexico, at a pUce called Galvrrtown. 
within the limits of the United Staler, as we ^ontend, under the cession, of 
Loairiana. Thb enterprize has been marked, in a more signal manner, by all 
the objectionable circumstances which characterised the other, and more 
particularly by the equipment of private(;;v, which have'nnnoyrd oiir coromerre, 
and b^v smuggling. These establishments, if ever sanctioned by an.v authority 
whatever,'which boot believed,have abu'sed the trait, and forfeited all cluiui 
to coosideration. A just regard for the rigliU and iuteresis of tiie United 
States required (bat they should be suppressed; and orders have giccnrdUigiy 
issued to tiiut efiect. The imperious eonsiderations wbicb produced this Bae*> 
sure will he explained to the parties w hum it may, in any degree, concern, 

“ To oblnin correct infnrmniion on every stihjeet in which the United 
States ore ill lerested ; to inspire just sentiments, in all persons in anthoiity, on 
either side, of our friendly disposition, so far as it may comport witli an 
imp'irtiai neutrality; and to secure proper respect to our commerce in evcoy 
port, and from every flag, it has been thought proper to send a ship of war. 
wiili three distinguished citizens, along the soiUhern coast, with ins|ruvtiin:« 
to touch at such ports as they may find mo<.t expedient for these purposes. 
With the existing authoriiiei, with those in pnisesiion of, and exercising the 
sovereignty, must (he comiHunicatioii be held ; frurii them alone can ^cdiris 
for post injuries, committed by persons acting under them, he obUtioed; by 
them alone can the commisiifin of the like ir future be prevented. j 

“ Our rclaiinos with the other Powers of Europe have experienced r.o 
muteiial change since (he last Session. In our intercourse ^itb ea|^, dpe 
atteutioD continues to be paid to the protection of our curaoierce,; pod u> 
every other object in wlrch the United States are interested. A strong hopg ig 
entertained, lhat, by adhering to the maxima of a just, a candid,, and /riendly 
policy, we may long preserve amicable relations with all the Ppi^ers pf 
£urope, on conditions advauiageoua and honourable to our country. 

With the Barbary States uud the lodiau Tribes our pacifle relRlioits fiave 
bcea preserved. 

“ In calling your attention to the internal concerns of our country, <be4l'ep 
which they exhibit is peculiarly gratifying.—The payments whkb have bfM 
made into the Treasury, shew the very productive state of the public jreveniMU 
After aatisfylog the appropriations made by lavf for the support of the pytl 
Government, and«f (be Military aod-Kaval Establishments, embracing suiub.Ip 
provisioD for fortidcationt oad for the gradual xaenuse of the Navy, paying 
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lh« interot of the public debt» and eztiagnishiog iiuore ttHtn 18 niltiMi «f ibe 
prSnaipal, witbio the pmrnt year, it ia ealiimited that at balance of moie than 
fix mUlioDs of dollHfa wilt remain in the Treasury on the lit day of January, 
applicable to the current service iff tiK eoiuibg year. 

paymenti iaio the Treasury during tbe year 1818, on aceonnt of iao* 
posts and tonnage, rrsniting principally from duties which have accrued in. 
the present yrar^ may be fairly estimated at 90 miHioni of dollars; inter¬ 
nal revennes at 8,5(M,000 i publiclaiidrat 1,500,000; bank dividends and 
iaeMetMal receipts, at KX),000; making in the whole, 94.50(90,000 dollars. 

“ The annual permanent expenditure fb'r the support of the Civil Govemnent, 
and of the Army and Navy, as now established 1^ law, amounts to ll,806,0CrO 
dellan} alid for the Sinking Fond to 10 millions; making, in the whole, 
SI JtOOfiOO dollars; leaving an annunl ezCHs of revenue beyond the exprndii* 
ture of 9,700,000 dollars, exclusive of the balance estimated to be in tho 
Twasury on the Isl dny of January, 1818. 

“ In the present stifle of the Treasury, the wliole of the Louisiana debt 
Bsay be redeemed in the yeojr 1819 i after which. If the pnhlic debt con* 
tiaues as it now is, above par, there will be annually above five milliuat 
of the Sinking Fund unexpended, until the year 1885, when the loan of 1819, 
and stock created by faoding Treasury Notes, will be redeemable. 

“ It is also estimated that the Missinippi Stock Will be discharged, during 
the year 1819, from the proceeds of the publitwiands assigned (h that object; 
after which the receipts from those lands will annually add to the public reve¬ 
nue the soo of 1,500,000 dollars ; making the permanent annual revenue 
amount to 96 milliaos of dollars, and leaving an aonuai excess of revenue, after 
the year 1819, beyond the permanent auiborixed expenditure, of more ihau 
four millions of dollars. 

By the lust returns from the Department of War, the militia force of die 
several States-may be estimated at 80,000 men, infantry, artillery, and 
covalry. Great part of this force Is armed, and measures art taken to 
arm the whole. An improvement in the organtzalion and discipline of the 
militia, Is one of the great objects which claims the unremitted attention of Con¬ 
gress. 

** The regular force amounts nearly to die onmber reqsired by law,aiMl 
is stationed along the AtTuntie and inland frontiers. 

Of the naval force, it has been necessary to maintain strong squadrons 
in the Mediterranean, and inlhesGulfof Mexico. 

From several of the Indian tribes inli;ibitiog the country bordering on 
Imke Erie, ptircbaies have been made of lands, on conditions very favourable 
to the Onited States; and, as it is presumed, not less so to the tribes them* 
selves. By these purchases, the Indian title, with moderate reysrvation, has 
been extingnhhed in the whole of the land within the limits of the State of Ohio, 
and to a great part of that in the Michigan territory, and of the State of 
ladiana. From the Cherokee tribe a tract has^een porebased in the Slate 
of Georgia, and Stu arrangemrot made, by which, in exchange fqr lands 
beyand the Mississippi, a great part, if ant the whole of the land tfeliniging 
to that tribe, eastward of that river, in the Slates of North Carolina, 
fkorgia, and Tennessee, and in the Alabama territory, will soon be acquired. 
By tbese acquisitions, and othen, that may reasonably be expected soon to 
follow, we shall be enabled to extend our settlements from the inhabited 
parts of the State of Ohio, along La^e Erie, into the Michigan territory, 
•od to coooect our leUlcments by degrees, through the State of 10111.1110 and 
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the IHiaoit te tlist «r MiMoari. A timllar aad eqnallj adfantageow eSrin 
will SDOB b« prodwced to the Soatb, throagh the whole exteot of the States and 
territory which border on the waters emptying into the Miasitsippi and Uiet 
Nobile. In this progreifi, which the righbi of natore demand, and nothiiif 
canprtveat, markingn growth rapid and gigantic, it it onrdnty to make new 
efforts, for the preservation, improvement, and civilisation of the ontiva 
inhabitants. The honter state can exist only in the vast oncnltivated desert. 
It yields to the more dense and compact form, the greater force of civilized 
population t and of right it oaghi to yield, for the earth was given to 
mnnkind to support the greatrst number of which it is cnpablc^ and no tribe or 
people'bAve a right to withhold from the wants of others more than is neces>. 
•ary for their own support and eomfort. It Is gratifying to know, that (be 
reservations of land made by the'Treaties with the tribes on Lake Erie were 
made with a view toindividual ownership among (betn, and to the cultivation of 
the soil by all, and that an annual stipend has been pledged to supply their 
other wants. It will merit the consideration of Congrtns, whether other pro* 
viMoo. not stipulated by the Treaty, ought to,be made for these tribes, and 
for tlieadvaDccmeol of the liberal and humnoe policy of the United States 
towards all the tribes within oiir limits, and more particularly for their im* 
preveoient in the art of civilized life. r 

Among (be advantages incident to these porchnses, and to those which 
have preceded, the security which may thereby be afforded to our inlauii 
frontiers, is peculiarly important. With a strong barrier, comiiting of our 
own people, thus planted on the Lakes, the Mississippi, and the Mobile, with 
the protection to be derived from the regular force, Indiao hostilities, if 
they do not aitogetlicr cease, will henceforth lose their terror. Fortifications 
in those quarters, to any extent, will not be necessary, and (he expense atlerd. 
iag them may be saved. A people accustomed to the use of fire-arms only, 
as (he Indian tribes are, wiiisbnneven moderate Works, which are defended' 
by cannon. Great fortifications will, therefore, be requisite only, in fotovv 
along the coast, and at some points in the interior, connected with it. On the-e 
will the safety of our (owns, and the commerce of our great riven, from (he 
Bay of Fundy to the MifiisHppi, depend. On these, therefore, should 
the utmost attention, skill, and iahnur, be bestowed. 

“ A considerable and rapid augmentation in the value nf all the public, 
lands, procMding from these and other obvious causes, may henceforward 
be expected. The difficulties attending earl^ emigrations will be diiiipated> 
even in the' most remote parts. Several new States have been admitted into 
oiir Union, the west and south, and territorial Governments, happily organized^ 
established over every other portion in which (here is vacant land far sale. 
In terrainatiqg Indian hostilities, as must soon be done, in a formidable ^apr 
at least, the' emigration, which has heretofore been great, w’HI probably 
increase! and the demand for land, and the angmentation in its value, be in 
like proportion. The great increase of our populatio'u throughout the 
Union, ,wit1 alone produce an important effect, and in no quarter will ir 
be so sensibly felt as in those in contemplation. Thr public lands are a public 
stock, which ought tube disposed of to the best advantage for the nation. Tb^ 
nation shoaldthereforedcrivc the profit proceeding from (he coutinnai rise in', 
their value. Every encouragement should be given to ll.e enigrants consitlenl 
with a fair competition between tWm, bat that corapetilien should operate, 
ip (he first sale, to the advaotage of the nation rather than individuals. Great 
cnpitalistf will derive Ml the beoelit incident In tbeir superior wealth, under 
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any mode of sale which may be adopted. Bat if, looking forward to the 
rise in the value of the public lands, they shbuld bave'tlic opportunity of 
aoioMing, at a low price, vast bodies in their hands, the profit will accrce 
to them and not to the public. Tbej would also have the power, In that degree, . 
to eonlroul the emigration and settlement in such manner as their opioioa of 
their respective interests might dictate. 1 submit this subject to the consi¬ 
deration of Congress, that such furthpr provision may be made in the sale of 
the public lands, switb a view to the public interest, should any be deemed ex¬ 
pedient, Its in their Judgment may be best adapted to the objpet. 

'* When wc consider the vast extent of territory within the Vuited Slates, 
the great amount and value of its productions, the connection of its parts, 
and other rirmoistances, on which their prosperity and happiness depend, vre 
cannot fail to eutertnia a high sense of {be advantages to be derived from the' 
facility Hliicii may be uO'orded in the intercourse between them, by meant of 
good roads and ranals. Never did a country of such vast extent offer equal in¬ 
ducements to improvements of this kind, nor ever ircre consequeners of such 
magnitude involved in tlieni. As this subject was acted on by Congress at tbe 
last session, and there may be disposition to revive it at tbe present, I have 
brought it into view, '’or the purpose of comnsunicaiiog rny sentiments on a 
very imporUiit circumstance connected with it, with Ihut freedikm a'ld 
candour which a regard fur the public interest, aivd .a proper respect for 
Congress, require. A difference of opinion has existed, from the fir$r for¬ 
mation of our Constitution to the present tiiitb, among our most enlightened 
and virtuous eiiizens, respecting the right of Cungress to establish such a 
system of iibpinvement. Taking into view the trust with which \ am now 
honoured, it would be improper, after what has passed, that this discussion 
should be revived, sviih an uncertainty of my opinion respecting the right. 
Disregarding eiirly iinpres-ions, I have bestowed on the subject all (he deli¬ 
beration whii-h its great importance, and a just sense of my duly, required ; 
and the lesuK is a seiiied conviction in my mind, that Congress do not possess 
ihe rigid. It is not contained in any of the specified powers granted to Con¬ 
gress ; iHir ran I consider it incidental to, or a necftsury mean, Viewed on 
l^e most liberal srale, for carrying into effect any of Ihe powert which are 
ipecificitlly granted. lu commooicating this result, 1 cannot mist the obli¬ 
gation which I feel to suggest to Congress the propriety of recommending to the 
States the adoption of an .’imendment to the Constitution, which shall give to 
Congress (he right in question. cases of doubtful construction, especial’y 
of such vital interest, it comports with tbe nature and origin of our institutions^ 
and will coniribute much to prewrve them, to apply to our constituents for 
an expiirit grunt of the power. We may confidently rely, that if it appears 
to tlicir salisfactioii that the power is necessary, it will always be granted. 
In this case 1 am happy to observe that experience has aflbrSed the most 
ample proofs of its utility, and that the benign spirit of roncilintiuo and 
harmony which iio^ manifesto itself (hroiighoiit ow I'ninn, promises to such a 
recoiameodalion (he most prompt and favourable result. I think proper to 
suggest, also, in cose this measure (s adopted, that it be recooimendeif to the 
Slates to include in the amendment sought, a right of Congress to institute, 
nkewise, seminaries of learning, for the nil-important purpose of diffusing 
knowledge among oar fellow cilixeus throughout the United Slates. 

*( Our manufactories will weqaire the conlinurd aitcntion of Congress. 
The capita) employed in them is consi^rable, and the knowledge acquired 
19 tbe oftcbiner^ aad fabric of ail Ibe most useful naaufucturei is af great 
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▼«tue. Tbeir praurvatioi^ which depen^t dt|e encoura^mcpt, i* CADnacted 
with the high inleretls of the nation. 

** Althovgh the progreit ef the public buildings, hai been fhivonrable 
« eircoQistance* have permitted, it is to be«regfetted that the capital it not ]ret 
in a state to receive you. There is good cnii^ to presume that the two wings, 
the only parts as yet commenced, niil be prepared for that purpose at the 
next Session. The time teems now to have arrived when this subject may 
be deemed worthy the attention of Congress, on a scale adequate to national 
purposes. The rorapietion of the middle building will he necessary to the 
convenient accommodation of Congress, of the Committees, and various offices 
belonging to it. It is evident that the other public buildings are altogether 
insoAcient for the accommodation of the several Kxeeutive Departments, 
some of whom are much crowded, and even subjected to the necessity of ob¬ 
taining it in private hoildings, at some distance from the head of the 
Department, and with inconvenience to the management of the public busi* 
ness. Most nations have taken an interest iind a pr^dc in the improvement 
and ornament of their metropolis; and none were more roospicuous in (hut 
respect than the ancient Republics. The polil y which dictated the establish- 
tnent of a permanent residence for the National Government, and the spirit in 
which it was commenced, and has been prosecuted, shew that such improve¬ 
ment was thought worthy the attention of this notion. Its central position, 
between the northern and southern extremes of our Union, and its approach 
to the west, at the head of'a navigable river, wli cli intcriock<< wuli (he 
western waters, prove the wisdom of the Couiirib which established it. 
Nothing appears to be more reasonable and proper, than ihut convenient 
accommodations slionld be provided, on a well digested plan, for the beads 
nf the several Departments, and for the Attorney-General; and it is believed 
that the public ground in the city, applied to those objects, will be found 
amply sufficient. 1 submit this subject to the cnnsidt-ralinn of Congress, that 
such further provision may be made in it as to them may seem proper. 

In contemplating the happy situation of the United States, our attention 
IS drawn, with peculiar interest, to the surviving officers and soldiers of oor 
revolutionary army, who so eminently contributed, by (heir services, to 
lay its foundation. Most of those very meritorious citizens have paid the 
debt of nature, and gone to repose. It is believed that among the surviven 
there are some nut provided for by existing laws, who are reduced to indigence, 
and even to real distress. These men have, a claim on (he gratitude of their 
country, and it will do honour to tlieir country to provide for them. The 
lapse of a few years more, niid the opportunity will be forever Inst : indeed, 
so long, already has been the interval that the number to be benefilted by any 
provision which may he made, will not be great. 

** It appfttring in a satisfactory manner that the revenue iiarising from 
imports and tonnage, and from the sale of the piihilc lands, will be folly 
adequate to the support of i/ie Civil Government of the present Military anj| 
Naval f'stablishment, including the annual angmentation of the latter, to the 
extent ■provided for; to (be payment of the intere'.ts on the public debt, and to 
the extinguishment of it at the times authorised, without (he aid nf the internal 
Tuxes 1 I consider it iny duty to recommend to Congress their repeat. TJo 
impose Taxes when the public exigencies require (hem, is an obligation of the 
most sacred character, estwcially with a free people: the faithful falfiJment of 
it is among (he highest proofs of their<virtae, and capacity forself-goverOBcnt. 
dispense with Taxes, when it may be done with perfect safety, li equally tho 
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duty of their Reprewotatiwi, ' To tb» iortAodt, have itie salisfoctioB to 
know, that they were iioposhd Ibe demand wat inpeftous, and have 
been sustained with exetBplary AtieAlty. 1 have to add, that however grati> 
fyrng it may be to me, regarding the prosperous and happy cpiidltHiD of , 
our country, to recommend the repeal of these Taxes at Ibii. tiiap, 1 dtail 
nevertheless be attentive to events, and, shonld aity future emergency occur, 
be not lets prompt to suggest sc^ meattires end burdens as may then bo 
requisite and proper. 


Wo$hingtonf Dec. 9, J8J7. 
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Citt/ o/' ManeillfS* 

T his well-known port wus first^buiit by the Pbocians, a Greek natioti ‘ 
of Asia Minor, who heinc> hnnished about the reign of Tarqttktina 
Superbns, the last King of Home, came nn^, planted here. It tUltefwarda 
became a Romuii coluny, having been subdued .by Cssar. It is a strot^ 
sea.port, aiid the riciicst town of Provence, in France. .Here is a good 
harbour, the entrance of witicli is extremely narrow, aud, surrounded by 
lofty mountains, protects and shelters vessels during the most violent 
storou. The port itself fonns a delightful walk, even in the midst of win> 
ter, being open to the southern son, and is crowded vvitb vast numbeni of 
{teople, not only of all the European nations, but of Turks, Greets, and 
natives of tlie coast of Barbary. The whole scene is one of the must 
agreeable that can be imagined, if the chains of tlm g;aUey Sbives beard 
among the hum of business did not tincture it with the hateful, idea of 
slavery. 

Marseilles is divided into the Old Town and the New, which ato sepa* 
rated by a street, bordered with trees on each side. The Old Town is one 
of the most ilUbuilt of any in ETiropc. The New has sprai^ up since the 
coiumenccraent of the lOth century, and has all that regularity, eleggnCe, 
and convenience, wlnj^h distiuguish the present times. Jt is said to ooutaia 
upwards of 100,000 inhabitants, and is out of the .uiost trading towns in 
France. Without the walls is dte castle of Notre>dan)e, wbicif is.vdry welt 
fortified. It is a 6ishop\ Sec, and cliere is a French aopdemyitbavit^ , 
been noted at all^imes for 'men of learning ; ?n 1660, ^uis XlV.th built 
die citadel, and Fort St. John, to keep tlie inhabitants inaw^; whd'-pre* 
tended to be free. The Jesuits had ,n very fine observatory ai^ in 
tlie arsenal, built not long ago, there are arms for 40,000 mhn. Tn die 
House of Discipline they weave gold, silvei^ and silk brocades. Tite dru^^ 
are brought thither frbin all parts of the^warld. It is seated on thh itwta 
shore of the Mediterranean, in E. li:nig‘«4*’ N» lat. 43* 18', , 

J^Qb,CJron Vol. XXXIX. , t " ' ^ 
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A Sermon to the Diitrested Seamen on board the Abundance and Plover 
Slor'e Shiiis, and at the London Workhouse, Bishops^ate^ Strtei, ptencheti 
on Sunday, January J8, 1818, after Morriinp' and Krening Service. 
By James RuDGt, M.A. F.R.S. ofLimcUouse. Second Kdition. Lon¬ 
don: Kffinghani Wilson, Royal Excluuigt:. 1810. 

O UR gratification in the piiiiscl of tins Scimon has been great; not 
only fioin tiie salulnry doctinie it (.onlanis, but as delivered by a 
gentleman who has also taken an aciue p.nc as a !\lvtnlv?r of the Clomniittec 
for Distressed Seamen, in adininisieiiiig to the bodily couiiorls of those 
whom lie so benevolently addiesse*. 

llavinit commenced his discunrse bv u n.osi cordial profession of In. 
sympathy in their distresses,* he alludes to rtie peculiar circunistantci of 
their profession, and ihcir many delivci ances from the dangers incident 
thereto, and exiiorts them to be duly mindful of them. 

•“ I would advise you,” says he, “ to make a faitiifid register of these 
mercies in your hearts; so that should you he exposed to any future visita 
tions of the kind, you may know nhere yo'ir redemption Iieth,Mnd that the 
arm of God will he stretched out to save you from impending destruction, 
if you repose your every confidence in his strength, and yuurheuits wax not 
faint through any want of faith in the etlicacy of his poaer, anti in tlie 
grace of his mediation. When the disciples of our Lorii were in a similnr 
distress, and * there arose a great tempest on the sea, insonuich that the 
ship was covered aith the waves ;’ in this cxticfinity they apfilicd to him 
in prayer, and said, ' Lord , save us, wo perish ! ’ he immediately relinked 
tlie winds and the sea, and ‘ there was n gieat culm.’ Well might the 
spectators of this miracle of mercy, and tins act of omnipotence, exclaim, 

‘ What manner of person is this, that even the wind and the sea obey hit:<!' 
-And, on anotfter meinoiahle ocrasi'jii, when I’etcr was sinking in the sea, 
the merciful arip of Jesus was iiicci pose o, and caught iiiin as lie was perish¬ 
ing therein ; and heic, also, when ih.s iii.nvclluus act of power and mercy 
was beheld, the exclaruaCiuii) was, ‘of a tmtii, thou art tlie Son of God ! ’ 

“ And shall not the extrcisc of the same meicy, .'iiid instances of the same 
goodness, vbuchsufed to yon by the same holy arm, excite similar wonder 
and adoration within you ? Consider, iiiy brethren, that often when yon 
are sailing on the ocean of*^lifc, it is the will of God that<your vessel shmird 
he overtaken by the stormy wind, and he tossed to and fro by the waves of 
the sea. And why are you thus assaulted, but for the trial of your faitli, 
and the punishment of your ains f The succession and the violence of our 
trouble, the elevations and depressions of mind and fortune, the uncertainty 
of our counsels, and our utter inability to hcl[xourselves, arc finely repre¬ 
sented by the multitude and the impetuosity of tlie waves—the tossings and 
ppitaUoos of the vessel— th^ confusion, terror, luid distress, among the 
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^nilors. In both cAses^^rayer is the proper efi’ect, and the only remedy 
left. With the earnestness of alTrighted mariners, who will t!4cn be devout, 
though they were never so before, we should ‘ cry unto the Ltird Jesus in 
our trouble.’ We should, as it were * awaken him,’ like the disciples* 
with repetitions of ‘ Lord, save us, we perish I ’ Tlien will he arise, and 
rebuke the authors of our tribulation, saying unto them, ‘Peace, be still/ 
and they shall hear, and obey his voice. 

“ ‘ He will make the stoim a ralm, so that the waves thereof shall be 
t.till,' and at length, after having pas‘ed all the waves of l)iis troublesome 
world, he wdl bring us in peace, joy, and gladness, to our desired haven* 
and we shall fin.illy came to t!ie land of everlasting life, thereto reign world 
without cud with (iod -'ur Father, Hiuf our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
'J'hus «e see that liiere is no spiritu d evil, out of which God is not both 
able and vvilhnc; ro deliver us, when wc call upon iiiiii. Are we ignorant of 
the way to ihr lu avenij city ? lie wil' guide and i oiuluct us tlutlicr. AiO 
we bound v\!ili tin: of sm aiul de.itli ? He will loose and deliver u?. 

Are oil! mi;.!:' .h-.ca'c.'l and limtuiil ? He will heal and invigorate then:; 
Are we m daitgcr of heui/ ov*i w helmed by tl*c troubles of the world ? He 
will pici.rt\e us in the tuidst of theuit until he bid them cease. Of his 
powei nmi iiiciinatiun to do tlicsc things for our souls, he has gjvea 
assurance to all men, by those pledges nf his love, the beticfits and bles« 
sings conferred on the bodies of his people, in leading them through the 
wtldcrucss^o Canaan—in rescuing them so often from rlio miseries of cap¬ 
tivity—in iicaling their diseases, and in saving those of them who ‘did 
business in great waters,’ from the perils of the sea ! ” 

Mr. Rudge had enilcavoured to gain the nttentiun uf liis humble audience 
as to an especial friend, atid he thus, in a note, describes his success:— 

“ On board the A bund mce ^oro-sliip, there were about 200 sailors, up¬ 
wards of 100 on board the Plover, and in the London Workliouse about 
the same number. 'I'hc whole of these poor men conducted themselves 
during service with the utmost propriety ; and a brave and distinguished 
otficor of the British navy, w ho accompaiiieri me on this interesting occa¬ 
sion, together with time nr four gentlemen of the Committee besides, 
assured me, that in Ins life, most of winch had been passed at sea, he 
nevei witmssed rnoie deenrum, and a greater appearance of devotion! 
For my own part, I was never more gratified by any thing than by (he con¬ 
duct of these brave follows ; and if any serious impressions were wrought, 
and any good effects produced, I shall consider myself abundantly remu¬ 
nerated, and asenbe the whole piaii.c to that Almighty Being, to whom 
all praise, and glcay, and ad*oratiun, are due ! *1 lepcated my visit, oa 
Sunday, Feb. l^t, and read pi.tvers and jireachcd to the men on bo^d tbe 
Sapphire, Nautilus, Dasln-r, IMovei, ami Abundance, receiving ships; 
and iioilniig could exceed the attention and gi.atitudc with winch I was 
heard ! Many liimdied copies of this mtiuoii had been distributed on 
board the dilfeicnt vessels ii^ilu* preovabng week, and 1 vv.is assured by tlie 
cotninaiuling officers, lliatetuh man wms voiy ib nikful tor Ins copy, and 
was often seen reading it, cither w hlin>t‘!i, or to a few around him. 



164 


IlYDBOGRAPUYt 


Mimy of them preyed aromid me, aiui ^ave me tli'eir Itiessin^, botli on 
entering nnd on leaving tlie tthipR; and buch a sincere and unpurchased ho> 
magR of the !>cari J received, I hope, with a proper spirit of gratitude, as 
I am surej returned it, with many a secret prayer to lieaven lor their pre¬ 
sent and everlastinggrtoJ / ” 

Thus are the minds and bodies of our brave and honest seamen com¬ 
forted by their grateful countrymen, and their courage «ill have the addi¬ 
tional stimulus of gratitude for its eserliuns, whenever the enemies of their 
country shall arouse it. 


HYDROGRAPHY, PILOTAGE, Sec. 


j Coimti/‘f Verthy 

ME. uyrmorrRAPHrE, • ' lOi’A Ft b run rtf, ItlH. 

I N iierubiiig your Naval C'lironule fpr December last, 1 could not avoid 
observing Uifcgre,at degree of pertinacity with wliieh yMirCorri«pondeiit 
Sajiientius Ferae ulque Siitniine Amalor, lias erid<’{ii'iiiit'il in press nil the 
public an illiisiofi ol his own biain, lespetting the \aiiation ot ilic coin- 
pass, which if I succeed in elucidating to ins •lalisi'.ictioti, I inu'siiie (ifl 
may judge from the name he has assumed j he will icel grtitel'id for lliu 
information afforded iiirii. 

He says, “ In the difltrcnt epitomes of practical navigation, take, for 
iiibtaiice, “ Nout'' (who is an author 1 have not heard of bcfuii) “ third 
edition, it is Slated, in defining the vuriatum, and veiv piojiciiy stated, 
tlial “ It [the variation] is east or west, [.iccording?] as ilic magiielic 
north is inclined to the eastoi [the] west of the true unit h point oft lie liori/on.’’ 
]jut it is subsequently stated, in the diiections for finding the vjii.ition by 
means of amplitudes and aziinuilis, that ** il the iiue auiplitiidis and 
aziniullis be [are] to tlie right hand of the magnetic [.impliiudes or 
azimuths], the variation is cast; and, r ri Now, let us inaik the 

result of that direction or rule; and let us 1‘uinpaie it with the defiiiiiioti of 
the variation; we shall ccrtaiiiiy find them in direct opposition.’* 

On what I have quoted above, rests the mistake of your Correspondent; 
for in place of that direction or rule,” being in diicct ojjposilion to what 
he has quoted from None, mz. that the variation is cast or wes^, according 
as the riiagiieiic north is inclined to the castor west of the true iiortli. 1 
shall shew that they are in (firect unison. *' 

The ,*.riie amplitude is the arch of the horizon, contained between tlie 
true west point of the horizon, and the centre of the sun at his setting. 
The tnagnetic amplitude is the arch of the iionzoii contuined between the 
west point of the compass and the sun's centre at his .'ictting. 

I shall now state a case in cxplanaiiuii of what I have advanced. For 
that purpose I shall take the true amplitude at si:n-.>et (it matters not in 
wiiut latitude) to be W. i5'' N« at the same time that the sni/s centre is 
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observed to bear b 3 ' rompas \V\N.W. or \V. 2*2° 30' N. Under these cir* 
cumstanres, it i<’ evidenr, ihut the inawnelic north has inclined two points 
to the eastward of the true north; and tliat by so doing, it has drawn its 
west point two points to the ncit^i of the true west; and of cq^prse two 
points nearer the centre of the sun at his setting : tiierefore, when we com¬ 
pare the true amplitude with the magnetic, the former being W. 46“ N. 
and the latter oidy \V. 22° 30*^ N. we find that tlie true amplitude being the 
largest arch of the two, must of course extend to thcrightpf the magnetic: 
hence it will appear, that tlie direction iu the epitomes alluded to by your 
Correspondent are correct. 

I shall now state a contrary case, by taking the true amplitude at sun 
setting, to be W. 22® 30'N. when the sun*s centre bore by conipas N.W. 
or W. 45® N. Under these circumstances, it is perfectly evident, lhatthe 
magnetic north must have’ inclined t'vo points in i!»e west of the true 
north, tlieroby removing its west point two points to the south of the true 
west: and of course two points farther from the sun’s ccnlie at his setting, 
from what I l).nc saul, it ^vill appear, fr«ni tlie true arupliludo being 
\V. 22® so' N. and tlie magnetic amplitude W. 45” N. that the true ampli¬ 
tude being the snialicst arcli, it must be to tlic left (tf the magnetic; and at 
the magnetic iiortli has iiir.liiied two points to the west of the trye north, 
it shews the variation must be westerly, ami still in uiiisoii.witli the direc¬ 
tions above.aliudcd to. 

As to tlic case vour Correspomlcnt has supposed, of a -.hip being on the 
equator (for I lll■esllme that is wliut he.iucuiis by the line) at the time of 
either equinox, lie Iras l>cen extremely uidoriuiiaic, for he condeiiiiis him¬ 
self witii his own words. 

I sliall quote his own woids, and then shew his ciriir 

“ A ship is on the line, ju-.i at the time of either equinox ; the sun will 
then set due west b\ the wjild ; but, by compass, it is (ibserved to set, say 
W.S.W. the vaiiau-jii will then be two points, and aesf; although by the 
rule, and by the vulgar usage, it is said to br cas/, as the true amplitude is 
on tiie right hand of the mugnenc, 1 loking from the centre of the compas. 
In the present mstunco, imleci^ there is no true aiiipliiudc; but it is ro> 
presented by the true s>cst.'’ 

r 

Now, Sir, your C^incspondcnt says, m the case above quoted, that the 
sunset due west, of course (as he remarks) iheie could not be a true 
amplitude, because tbcie wms ma an arch of the hoi.zon between the west 
point of it, and the sun’s centre ; but he supposes the sun to bear W.S.W. 
Uy compass, dues*tiot that bfiew that the magnetic west point had inclined 
two points north of il c true west ? of course its north point nmst be tw (7 
points inclined to the cast of the true nottli : and the nicli of the horizon 
contained between the magnetic ucst point, and the sun’s centre at setting 
(being W. 22'’ 30' S.) is tlie variation : and the line west point of the liori- 
7on (as your Corrcspnmlcot observes) representing the true amplitude; 
and being to the right of ilie magnetic,* it is cvidcni I'lc vaiialion must be 
easterly according to tlie rules, and dTCttmus gi-.cM in tbe epitomes oi 



166 


POETRY. 


practical navigation in general use ; and not west^ as your Correspondent 
strongly asserts. 

in have succeeded in making the error of your Correspondent under- 
‘ stood, it will aiford me pleasure, as it inaj tend to prevent young men, in 
\^hose had^s your valuable publication may be put, from being led astray 
by iiis pompous and high-sounding declamation. I am at the same time 
truly sorry your Correspondent should have remained many yettrt deeply 
impressed with what he conceives sin incongruity, in such a plum and clearly 
stated problem, when by devoting half an hour to the study of it, as stated 
in any of the epitomes of praoticul navigation, he must have discovered 
the truth. 1 am. Sir, 


Gitl ^taejer.. 


poetrp* 


THE PRINTER. 

W HO is it, “ gentle Reader,” who 

'J'hut labours hard in pleasing you, 

Ily telling all that’s strange and new ? 

The Printer. 

AVIiu is it brings you from afar, 

Iiiteiligfciice of bloody war, 

Or feats of some iiumurial tar ? 

The Printer 

Who tells you of the tiiTnirs of state, 

VVhilst Icgishilurs legislate, 

And are engaged in narin debate ? 

Tlie Printer. 

Who is It, that with stuk and rw/f, 

Ciiastiscs v\eil the kn.ive and fo.)!, 

And keej's in awe the party-tool ? 

1 iic Printer. 

fjy wlioin IS it that leiirning's got, 

And genius perreciion brought— 

Oh ! Reader, say—say, is u not 

The Printer ? 

Jiay, ye who always wish to know 
liow llie concerns ef nations go— 

VViiu do you fur ih.it knowledge /}we ? 

‘ The Printer. 

J 
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Ye politicians (who can tell) 

Who makes you understand so well 
Tlie affairs on which you love to dwell ? 

* The Printer, , 

Then in no case should you delay, 

(Though many do from day to day) 

With punctuality to pai /— 

The PritTlcr. 


ADDRESS TO* T4IE OCEAN. 

H ail mighty Ocean, wond’rous deep, 

Whose towering waves successive roll, 
Or lulled by a gentle calm to sleep. 

An sniootl) as|glass ’tween either Pole. 

How glorious when the morning Sun, 

Silvers thy bnsom, far and wide ; 

Or, w'hen its daily race is run. 

It riciily gilds tiiy sparkling title. 

Haply tliy polish’d Jiirface bright. 

Reflects the Sky’s ccerulean hue; 

Or the thrice brilliant Stars of night, 

A doubled radiance shews in you. 

Tremendous is ttie awful change, 

^^’llun the dark tempest howls aloud ; 

And thy fierce billows take a range, 

Tluit scarcely bends beneath the cloud. 

Now the frail hark resistless drives, 

And ilic brave Seamen meet their graves; 
Nought can pn eprve their valued lives. 

But the “ DreadvPowcr who stills the Waves.’ 

fl'^e FcOniarj/, ISIS. 


TO THE NEW YEAR. 

• • 

BY MRS. M‘mULLAK. 


ri^lIOU art not drest in Spring’s reviving hue; 
-I- Nor summer-drapery of etherial blue ; 
Autitniu’s rich mantle is not on thy form ; 

But Winter hails thee from the halls of storm. 
War’s sounding bugle wakts no echoing strain, 
Put Peace salutcAltee on the whiten’d plain ! 
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111 soothing carols breathes her grateful vow,' 

And weaves an olive chaplet for thy brow. 

Then come, mild spirit of the new>born Year, 
Banish each sigh, and dry MIsfortuue’s tear; 

Give hope’s fair visions to the anxious breast, 
Bring present joy, and be in future blest. 

Let not the traces of thy rapid flight, , 

Stain Britain’s day-star with the gloom of night— 
J.,et not the garlands of the peasant’s mirth, 
Become dark cypress on his lowly hearth— 

Let not thy memory be in grief obscur’d. 

Nor thy events in misery immur’d. 

Thy predecessor mark’d his dreary reign, 

With deepest anguish, and with hopeless pain ; 
Puft from Britannia’s Crown the brightejt gem, 
And pluck’d the sole leaf from the parent-stem; 
Veil’d Hope’s warm wishes in a si loky cloud. 

Till to Despair each sweet expectance bow'd ! 
Come, then, tlnugh cradled on a mount, of snow, 
Though ice-w I'onglit arrows and :i IVo^en bow 
Attend ill}' hiilh, yet may thy hours’ swift wing 
Heal wintry sadness with the smile of Jspiing ! 
liioasM by the rich, and welcom’d by the jioor, 
i\ omise of joy to Britain’s land restore. 

Loi ’lot young Love, noriipen’d Frieiidsliip, thiiiL, 
Toy hand wdl wither every sacred link. 

If 111 tiic bccut one form bciov’d is kept, 
i; e’er one ballow’d name true Love has wept, 

Ji o'er one relic midnight tears arc shed, 
irtioin the soul earth's dearest bliss has fled— 

Oh ! bring a solace from the fount above, 

A balm extracted from Llysian Love ! 

Tiiiic ! swift ambassador ’twixt God and man, 
Design's great parent, soul of evVy plan, 

Thy periods from the birth-day to the grave, 
Successive follow as the restless wave 
Breaks into liquid fragments on the shore, 

Then mingles with the ocean as before. 


ON THE MEETING 


Foil* THE RELIEF OF DISTRESSED 
SEAMEN. 


Y e friends of old Albion ! ye friends of her might! 

Who smile on the days when liep banner unfurl’d 
Stream’d far and stream’d wide the red beacon of flght, 
And the peal of her thunder was beard o’er the world! 


* 
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Yr fricads of old Albion ! ye friends of the brave ! 

Who o*er the deep ocean iicr gloiy have borne— 

Shall the son of her pride—shall the tar of the wave— 
Shall the bold British sailtfi' now wander forlorn ? 

Ye friends of old Albion ! of pity the friends! 

The lone seaman view on his own native shore; 

That form once erects now tiow feebly it bends; 

How dim is tiiat eye that once “ kindled in war;*^ ^ 
How withci'd tiic brow, and how pnic is the face; 

While down its deep furrows the briny tears creep— 
Suy, under that sad drooping form could you trace. 

The bold British sailor once lear’d o’er the deep ? 

Ye friends of old Alhiun ! remember the chief, 

To whose HorSs mighty fame every Briton directs, 
While conquest and death were entwining his nreatii, 

“ His duty from cacn man fair EngIsMui expects!" 
Though the slaiigliter be past—-diough the battle be o*cr, 
The swct-t bond of duty is never to cease : 

*TwaB the tars’ to defend you in fierce Imaging war! 

'Tis your's to protect them in soft smiling peace ! 

Ye friends of old Albion 1 who oft have remov’d 
The hot tear of ungiiisli for pleasure’s gay smile, 

Ye friends of old Albion ! who often have prov’d 
That Charity reigns over Liberty’s isle ! 

See, now tapers high, bright Benevolence* flame ! 

(So, after dark night, comes the rose-tinted morn). 
While the sons of Britannia united exclaim— 

The bold British tar shall ne’er wander forlorn ! 


LEITBTI ON SERVICE. 

[A'li^ published ill the Gazelle.] 

His Mujestps hired Tinder Louisa, Cork Harbour, 
SIB, October UHth, 1807. 

I BEG leav«to inform yon, that on the 28th ult. at 11 A.M. lift. 50° 46\ 
long. 50' W. 1 descried a lugger under my lee bow standing to the 
westward, under a press of sai!; by noon she hadVeathered and distanced 
so much, as to tack and pass four miles to windward, and when oq my 
quarter, bore round up iiv chase, with an English red ensign flying ; at 3, 
being then within pistoUsliol, she hauled down, her colours, and desired me 
in had English to strike, and conic pii board; at the same time ranging un¬ 
der my lee quarter, and firing.liis great guns, which I now perceived to be, 
seven of a s>idc, and all Ids musketry inUBine, when an action ensued, with 
the muzzles of our guns nctu-ly touching, which lasted witli great obstinacy 

j9au.Cl}ron.Yoi.xxxix. ‘ z 
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an hour, when she sheered off, under the sail they could set, and in a 
quarter of an hour, although'chased, wa| out of the reacih of my guns. I 
regret. Sir, it was not my good« fortune to succeed in capturing her; but 
when it is recollected what kiini of vessel ihe L'lUisa is, with only four 
three*pounders, two of wjiich Vej;;e Uisuhled in the middle of the engage* 
ment, will, I hope, fdead the impnicticnbiliry. I considcT it a fortunate 
circumstance, from the incessant firing, that iny loss w a, ni) more than two 
men killed, and a petty officer woundt^d, with my sails, lailt, ami rigging 
eonsideraUly damaged. 1 have to offer my wai mest ackniiuh'ilgmeiifs to 
Lieut. HerbettPowell,oftlie Virgnriu, for ihccrfat assistniic* hr lemltTednie 
in this uneqiuil coniest, who, with two jjeiiy dti.tcrs, sis inar.ms, and four 
seamen belunsing to tlutl>.fehip. So effictu iliy, liy tlirir well dm ctnJ fire, re¬ 
pulsed, and twice dr«>\e from their quarters, the most of li.rm iiiat filled 
the enemy’s decks ; my thanks are likewise due to Mr. Thomas Qninii, for 
biegallantry and piompt olu-dieitce to orders ; as will as t<> Afr. IJilIard 
Huggard,* midshipman, whr* received a musket-ball in the head hut, 1 
am happy to say, not a dat.geious one. ItSvouid be snneiflnotis t’nr me to 
make any comment on the hr.ivery of the 1R men comprising tlie Louisa^ 
crew, the battle wilt speak for itself. A list of the kilk-d and wounded I 
tubjois, and have the honour to be. Sir, your’s, &c. 



Xo Jams Hawkins Whitshed, E*g. Lieutenant commanding.f 

4'C. IjC, 


A List (if Killed and Wounded. 

John Delany, seaman, belonging to V'^irginia, killed. 
Thomas Dingle, ditto, ditto, Louisa. 

Mr. Hillard Iluggard, iiiidshipman, wouiiritd in the head. 


* sin, * Patruitie Fund, Lltnjd't, iGth January, 1803. 

In reply to your letter of the l6(!i ol Ko ciaher und l8lh of December, I beg 
leave to inlorin you, dial (he Conmiidt c have voo-d die moii ol lor’v pounds to 
Mr. Hillard Iliiugiini, bcloii<>itig to his M.ijeiily’s hired urrrii'd lendi'r Louisa, un¬ 
der your Ciiiuiiiand, wounded III ariiiiii widi the enemy on the '.lUili ut October 
last, which It IS requisied he will draw for on me nt three days’ unij Jt will 

be daly honouied. The casts of the relaiives ol the mep killed will be taken 
into considerAtion, whenever diey apply to the CunimiUee. 

i am, Sir, your most uhcdieiit humble servant. 


lb Captain Hot/, Cove, Cork. 



^ The Adniirallyt to mark theirrsense of the gallant conduct of Liputenrtr.t 
Hoy, prooioU'd Iuhi to the rank of comnuiade: on the iidth of November, IbUZ. 
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NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR 1818. 

(Janmryfr-Febfuary.) " 

RETROSPECTIVE AN?) MISCELLANEOUS. 

ryillfe recent r^rts respecting if.e condoct of the new Dcy of Algiers, 

A prove iiiin worthy of the people by whom he has been chosei-* 
These reports, however, vary in their statements, and ho ol^ciai con'^ 
munication of Hie atiocities they contain, we believe, have a» yet been 
received-^they are to the following eifecc: 

^hc Journal des Di'bctts contains nn*aiiic!c from Genoa, dated Jan, 
whicli communicates the following dreadful outr.nge. It purports to 
be related by the Vice-Consul from the Sardinian Court to Algiers, wh»» 
had tied from the sceiK^of horror. ‘ A Sardinian brig had been captured 
and coijdiictcd to Algiers, under pretence that its papers were not regatnr. 
The Vice-Consul protested against ttie seizure, and proceeded to the palace 
of the Dey, with Ins colleagues, tiic other Consols, The Dey received 
them, surrounded by his gu.'inis, with his swoid in his hand. The English 
Consul presented himself at the same instant to protest against the act<vof 
violence which his son and two tieiccs had experienced. They had bc-cti 
sp’zcH in the street, the young m.in was thrown into a dungpun, and (he 
two ladies tmiivcyed to the Dey's seraglio, wliere they were clothed 
in Turkish hahditnenis. The Dey enraged, ordered the Captain,of h's 
guards to liring tlic young Englishman before l.iin, and had bis iiead cut 
ofl:' 111 presence of ins fatiier. 'I'he bloody head was exposed at the gate of 
the palace, and the English Consul retired trembhng. Ttie Vice Consul, 
ill answer to his demand, was ordered instantly tn leave Algiers. His 
d.tUghier was dragged from him by violence. We can hardly credit tiiese 
horrors.* 

The following paragr-iph from the Courier, gave reason to hope that the 
above was a faLricaiioti : — 

“ We were assured in the city, that regular accounts have been received 
from the .'igeiin of Lloyd’s at Genoa, bearing date the S3d,jpf January, 
eight days later than tiial of llic*int(‘IIigcnce relating to Algiers; that let¬ 
ters have also icached several mercliants immediately connected witii Uiat 
city, nod tiiat through neither of the above channels has the slightest notice 
transpired of the circumstances in question.’* 

In this grou^id of liishclief we should have been happy to acqdicsce, but 
the subjoined pillagraph fiom the Fiencii papers, although it contradicts 
the* precise facts .aiwue stated,* coiituins such an Rocouiit of the new Doy, 
that nothing is lo be expecu-d but a daring and iiisolcnc mfringemet o( die 
(reaty concliuied with las predecessor. 

Paris, Feb .!).—The following are the details wliich .Admiral Sir Sidney 
Smith has leceivcd, ami whicli he has ina<le known, in a report nddrosDed 
to the Anti-piratical Jnstitutjoii of the Knights Liberators of Christian 
Slaves;—The captain of the Sardinian^cjacrc, the lieile Alarie, which 
arrived at tlic Lazaretto of Tort Mahon, on the Oih of December last, 
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hbriog left Algiers on the 3d of that month, states, as well as the passen¬ 
gers who escaped on board his vessel, that the new Dey, Ali Ilndgia, con- 
£rmed in his power by a consideraale party of Moors, had set no bounds 
to his fury and tyrannical acts; that all the European Powers hnd been 
insulted without distiuctioii; that ali the Consuls had been menaced and 
terrihed by a numerous band of negroes, composing the Dey’s guard; and 
that they liad been obliged to shut themselves up in their houses, whitjh 
had censed even to be an inviolable asylum for them. This captain reports 
that Ali-Hbdgia has destroyed tlie-ioicient pdlace of his predecessors, and 
has established himself in a fort, calle<i the Castle of the Emperor; and 
that he has not liesiiatcd to tlio treasure which he found there, the 
deposit oi' uhicti had been till that time icligiously preserved; and that he 
has thus procured immense sums to pay for a long time his horrible satel¬ 
lites, and to increa'sc their nniidjtr'j. The Dey has caused to be carried 
off two daughters of a Jewish tainily, whose father was a broker to the 
Eostlish Consulate; and two days after, the eldest daughter of Sieur Poini- 
nibio, keeper of tlie [Tenclu Ion. That nnloitu'iate girl has been forced 
to marry the Dev; and is to day a sovereign, waiting the fate of the 
daughter of the Dey of Titcra, carried off in like manner by the late Dey 
Hadgi Ali, and found afterwards dead in a dungeon, enincinted by famine. 
The greater part of the Consuls asscmhled to complain of tliesc things in 
common; but having been informed before they arrived a.t the palace 
that Ali-llodgia had ordered Ins negroes to 6rc on that Consul who should 
hazard a complaint, and being ronvmccd, on their arrival at the palace, ut 
the truth of the infornintion that had lieeii given to them, by the inenacing 
gestures of tlie iicgiocs, who ininiediaUdy sunoiinded them, they were 
obliged to retire, after having bad recouisc to insignificant and common¬ 
place observations to (ill up the time of that u.-telesi audience. The mea¬ 
sure adopted by the new Dey, whi> is a Tmk. of arming the people of the 
copiitry .igaiiist lii^ fi llow-ritizen^, is a new epoch m the history of these 
countries. Such an exunifile iiLlhorises every other Maliomctaii to assem¬ 
ble an army of me cencraric# of the same species, and to dispute the 
sovereignly with h lu. ATuik of distinction some time since attempted 
it, and niarl^ied against .Ali-Hodgia with the troops ?)c had colleeted nt 
Coiistaiiliiie; but the fate of the first battle was disastrous to him, and he- 
was made prisoner. The liospitalny wiiii.li Ali-Hodgia bad rett ned in 
funner times, induced bini to •traiit him his life; but be banished him, 
after giviiig him lOUO sequins. Tiie iiisurgeiiL Turkish Chief is arrived at 
Port Mahon. 

An official regulation yvas cslablislicd on the 31st Jai^uary last, fixing the 
rank which lieutenants shall lin\e attained to qualify them in future to 
appointments as first lieutenants of ships: namely, J3 years for ships of 
the line; 11 years for large frigates; 9 years for small frigates and other 
post ships; 5 years (or sloops and brigs bearing two lieutenants. The 
regulation is not tu inteiferc with comiiiissiuiis granted previously to the 
date of the order. 

Sir George Cuckburn, it is sai^, will succeed Sir George Elope, as one 
^of the Lords of the Admiralty, when the latter takes ilic Leith command.^ 
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A METEOROLOGICAL JOURNAL, 

AVT at the OBSBRVATOHY Of the naval AGAOEMV, GOiFORT, 
From the 20tk of JuRuary, to the *lQth of February, 1818. 


1818. *1 

Winds. 

baiiTimli r.i'.. 1 

1 -I'lirRAinMiTEU III 

Mnx.< 

Min. 

Med. 

Max. 

Min. 

Med. !a 

Jfaii. SI 

N. W. to W. 

III. 
30 36 

In. 

III. 

0 

46 

0 

.34 

. i 

10 1 

22 

W.S.W. to S.W. 

301,5 


29-875 

48 

54 

41 II 

23 

W.S.W.to W. 

29 84 

29-73 

29-785 

45 

40 


24 

N. to N\ W. 

29-80 

29-54 

29-670 

4it 

3‘2 

40 

2.5 

N.W. to W. 

M 13 

30 06 

.30-090 

4.3 


4t-5 

26 

W. toS.W. 

30 01 


29-920 

.52 

38 

45 

it? 

W.S.W. 

,1004 

99-86 

c9£)50 

.49 


44-.5 

28 

W.S.W. to w. 

29-76 

29 lit 

29-715 

4.5 

34 

39-.'. 

29 

W. b. S. to S. 

29-69 

29-30 

‘29-49.5 

4.1 

39 

40 

30 

W. 10 s.w. 

29*17 

29-0. 

29-09.5 

48 

32 

40 

31 

N.W. to W! 

29-bti 

-29-42 

29-540 

43 

33 

30 

Feb. 1 

N.W. toS.W. 

2‘J-26 

.'9-9.5 

'29-2.50 

la 

30 

37-5 

2 

E. 10 W. 

•j5i« 

28-97 

‘.:9 07.5 

37 

29 


3 

S.S.W. to N.W. 

29-30 


29-255 

41 

20 

34 5 

4 

E.toN.N.VV. 

29-;i6 

29-1*3 

29.24.5 

39 

27 

33 

5 

w. 

29-H.5 

29-.57 

29 710 

42 

30 

36 

6 

N. to E. 

30-05 

29 99 

Hfigiall' 

45 

20 

.'56-5 

7 

E. to N.W. 

3016 

.'jO-lO 

.jO-12.5 

4.3 

27 

35 

8 

N.b. K.toW. b.N. 

.'lO-lo 

30 08 

;>0-090 


24 

30 

9 

• N. to S. 

;>oii 

30-08 

.30 095 

39 

21 

30 

10 

E. 

3()’J6 

30-0.5 

.iO 105 

42 


35 

11 

£. 

;>o- 2 « 

;()-21 

30-260 

37 

31 

35-5 

W 

S. to S.E. 

30-26 

.<0-2 i 

30 24.5 

42 


i m 

13 

£. to S.K. 

30-1.1 

30-03 

;50 090 

44 

30 


14 

S. E. to E. 

29 9(1 

•29 06 

29-880 

4.5 

3‘i 

1 tR 

1.5 

E. 

29-9(i 

■'9-90 

29-;»oo 

46 

33 


16 

S. 

30-02 

'.9-97 

29 995 

52 

40 


17 

S, to. S.E. 

30-02 

30-02 

30-020 

.52 

41 

■16-.'» 

18 

S. to S.W. 

30 03 

29 ‘)9 

30-010 

mi 

40 

<♦6 

19 

E. to W. 

30-04 

29 93 

29 98.5 

51 

30 

44-5 

20 

S.S.W. 10 W. 

30-K. 

:;o-I'l 

30-1.50 

,49 

36 

42-5 



JO-36 

•28 97 

29.8.14 

52 

21 

'30-96 


•05 


•1() 


•10 


• 10 ' 
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REMARKS ON THE WEATltEE. 

JANtTART 21* Kimbi, with light rain and wind early: rim and cufttulif 
with sunshine after 10 A.M.: fnim 8 till 1^ F.M. a lunar lialu, 44^ lu 
Jiorizoiital diameter, as measured by a sextant, and'a close corona imme- 
diately round the inooiu - 

22. At lialf'past 7 A.M. a perfect rainbow in the N.W.: nimbi and 
rain through tlie day, and a strong gale from the west at night. 

23. A.M. cirrvstratus, followed by nimbi and showers, with internals 
of sunshine: I’.M eumulostnUus, and a strong gale fromWS.W.; also a 
lunar irafo of the same diameter as the last lueiitiuiied, but its prismatic 
colours were more lively, from 10 till midniglit. 

24. A rainy niorniitg: at noon a perfect but faint coloured r.'iinlicw 
in the north: P.M. tine, with ru/uti/t and ci'rocuutuli, followed by heaiy 
cumulostratus, 

25. A light hoar frost early, and clear sky till 0 A.M., when there 
was a transient shew of ctVro:'u>//uiu.f from the north: a tine day, wi:li 
cirrostratus and dist.mt cnmuli: light rain in the night—.-the maj:imu7n of 
temperature towards inuroing. 

26. Dri'/r.liiig rriin till 9 then sun hud clouds till noon: P.M. 

wind niui light ruin. 

27. A veil of cirroslrntii’t, which was tinged with a deep red, and 
hcaiuifiilly fretted and eniho'-seil iiear its edge in the S.E. just before sun- 
iinc’; ihcnr'»as at the same time a blush in the western regions: a hue 
(lay, will) llio superior modifications of rlouds: rain in the night. 

28. J'liic, with ciirui and cloud-cupped clouds, imd a few .drops of 
rain : the latter part of the e\ening clear, and an eddy wind. 

29 . Cirrus from the west, passing to cirrostratus, cumuli in the S.hl, 
and a light hoar frost: at 8 A.M. a corona round the sun, followed imrne* 
diately by ti .^luirt shower of rum : a cloudy il.iy, and .1 strong gale from 
the south: lightning ami thunder at 1? P.M., and a large crowned nimbi 
and showers through the iiiglii. 

.■30. At 7 A.M. a heavy storm of hail for five minutes: cumulostrutus, 
nimbi, and showers through the day, and u coiUiiiuat.nn of tiic gale from 
the ivest. 

31. A grov skv eaiiv ; a fine day, with a cold steady breeze from F e 
N.W.: nim/it and light showeis of snow in the evening: the iiiglit .'tlttr- 
natcly dear and cloudy. 

February 1. Ham early: at 8 .A.M. two currents of wind crossing 
e.ich Ollier at right atigles, and a storm of hail and rain : the remninder 
• it the morning line, witli cumuli and cirrostjuti: at a ^ before S P.M. a 
sliower of liiiil and snow the night as tlic preceding. 

2. A little lime fell tliis nmniiiiL', and the ice w:i8 fth of an inch iliick : 
a veil of firms/rut IIS and misty round the horizon early: snow in large flakes 
from 10 A.M. till 4 P.iM. when it was 2 inches deep: the lat'ter part of 
tiio iiiglil dear. , , ^ 

.3. A dark thick foK, and the icy efflorescences on the inside only of 
the wimJows: a shower of snow and sleet from 9 till 10 A.M. after- 
waids a fine day, wiili cumuli aud cumulostrati : the night as the preceding, 
anti frosty. 

4. A.M. light snow, chry'-tallized in stars: cirros/ru'as in bed|^in the 
afternoon: the iiiglu as the preceding. 

5. Hoar frost and ice, followcfl by fog and cuinulosbrtilus, bcliind 
which the .sun rose very red: from 8 till noon a doar sky : P.M. fine, with 
citrocumufiis, and iiemisplieiicai piles of cur/iu^, capped, both in the north 
uuJ south: the lught as the preceding.' 



175 


MAVAL^niSTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1818. 

6. An the preceding till 8 A.M., then citrus, cumuli, attenuated cirro- 
stratus, and asiiiar corona: at SO minutes F.M. the upper part of a large 
solar hftlu appeared : a clear sky the refiiainder of the day and night. . 

7« Hoar frost and ire early : a fogi:v dav, with some short intervals of 
faint STinsliine: the log more dense and cold through the night. 

8. As the preceding da^ and night, witli a diminished temperature, 
and an increased density of tb# f<ig, which towards the evening had a 
strong clecti 1 C smell—several wheiriei that were plyinjj lost their way in 
Portsmouili liarhonr, and some of them were carried out to S|;ilhead before 
the wnteimcn could discuror their mistake, -j-^jrth of an inch in depth 
svas deposited in tlie raingngc from tlie fog during the last 24 hours. 

9" At 7 A.M. the temperature df tiie fog within 12 feet of the ground 
was 8 below the freezing poin'; and flic small pailiclcs of water were 
converted loro icy globules, previous to their lodging on tlic trees and on 
the ground; P.M, a htile faint sunshine, scid a dripping from the trees. 

10. Hoarfrost altid ice; a clear sky through the day and night, bnt 
hazy round the horizon from evaporation : a iine sunset, and a blusli on 
the twilight—the uon-illum';iiated part of the moon's disc well defined 
with tlie naked eye. * 

1 !• Hoar Trust and ice: a coId<lay and night, and an obscured shy. 

!>• As the preceding, except the frost. . 

13. A M. fine, with cumulostratus: P.4il. a clear sky, and a blusli on 
the rwiiiglit. 

14. Jlonr frost and ice early: a fine sunny day, with a strong easterly 
hreeze, cumulostratt/$ and cirrostrafus, the latter in lofty beds : the inuoii 
and Mars in apparent contact at 9 P.M. a clear tnoonliglit night. 

15. .A.M. a copious fall of dew from a transparent atmosphere: 
P.M. fine, with cumuli, heavy cuumloslratus, and several lunar coronas. 

16 . A fine temperate day, will* cirrocumulus aliovc cirrostratus, and 
other modifications of clouds: at 7 P.M. a lunar halo 47° in diamctt i, 
Mars hcjiig on the extremity of its western edge, also on the meridian, 
and distant from the moon’s centre 23** 30'; there were, at the same time 
a close corona round the moon, .and a dark green circle surrounding it— 
the exteiior edge of tiic green circle was red, and measured 3° in tliainelcr, 
and the cxtciior edge of the corona was of n deep yellow, and measured 
1“ so' in diitineter. 

17* The sun rose rrt/^nnd his disc was cut apparently l*y several 
hnrizontiil bars or streaks of firros/rattt.T; a tine day, with cirrocumult iii 
ilocks and in beds, and innretailcd cirri, winch tended downwards, and 
eventually passed to cinostrati in the direciiun of tlie wiiul: the morning 
and evening dewy: a clear sky f'lotn sunset till midnight, and a quiescent 
barometer duiing the last 36 hours. • 

18. A.M. steady r.iin, and a strong breeze from the south: P.M. 
heavy ram mid nimbi: :it 6 Hie wind increased a very strong gale from 
the S.W. mid ii (^nitniued squally till the early part of the morning, when 
a current sprung liom the «■a^lward. 

19* A veiy dense fog trom 7 lill 0 A.M , then fine, with an inoscula¬ 
tion of and ciriostratus: P.M rain, and a inoiicraic gtile 

from the west. 

‘20 ’ A M. stin»liiiie find showe's of lain at iionn |)liiinose, undulated, 
and linear ri/rus fioin the A/est: P.M. fnii i wnli liii:li .md low cumuli, 
capped, which disappeared at sunset; a clear iii 'ouliglit lll•:lll. 

pur the defiailions of the nomenclature of cluuds, sec the 37lii volume 
of the Naval Chronicle, page 174. • 

RaaATA. — In onr last number, page 80, first line, far llcgister r>'ad Jo»rn.il : 
p,»o,. III the results under the table, mmimarA of ihcriucaieii-r, fjr dil'.o,«aintIy, 
J.inuary 20lli, rfud December 26(h. 
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S)romotion 0 brD *9ppointmentiS. 

Admirals, Captains, &c. appointed. 

' Admiral Sir George Campbell, G.C.B. ,is appoinlld coiumaiidcr-io'cljicf 
at Portsmouth. *!■' 

Adnriral Sir Charles Moricc Pule, Bart. K.C.B.is appointed GraiHl Cross 
of the Hon, Unitary Order of the Balli, 7,'<fc,Sir Auger Curtis, 
Rear-Admiiial Sir 'J'hornas Francis Freemanife, K.C.B. to Grand Ctoss 
of the Bath, vice Sir .fohn Thumas Duckworth, deceased. 

And Rear-Admiral Sir George Cockburn, ls..C.B» to Grand Cross, v’ue 
Sir Richard Onslow, deceased. 

Captain T. A. Collier, to the Lit'crpool ; Hon. H. I. Gordon, to the Car¬ 
nation ; James H. Plumridge, to the Sappho; G. W. H. Knight, to the 
smuggling preventative service, at East Bourne: Wni. Walpole, to the 
Curlew; Wui. Hainsden, to the Dteerille; A. Rennie, to the Tecs; .f. 
Forhes, to the Grasshopper; J. E. Xock, to the Kdtii; A. R. White, to 
the Spey; Hon. Win. Gordon, to the J'opiwe. 

Pursers, &c. appointed. 

Mr. S. Fisher to be purser of the Tees : Mr. Berrell, to be purser of the 
Carnation. r \ 

JVk. Wn>. Petree, to be master of the Ipiiigeiiia. 

Mr. T. Bone, to be purser of the S|« v. 

Mr. J. Jarman, to be purser of tlie Dorothea; Mr. Barrett, to he purser 
of ihe Trent. Both of wliicl\, vessels are about to he employed on the 
expedition to the arctic regions. 

Lieutenants appointed. 

Lieutenant Andnc, is appointed Lieutciiant-Guvernor and Sd'eretary of 
the Naval Asylum, vice Captain Baynes, deceased. 

Lieutenant J. McArthur Lowe, to be a coiiiinaiulcr. 

Lieutenant Robertson, to the Isabella, httiiig for the voyage of discovery 
to the arctic regions ; Lieut. Parry, and Lieut. Hoppner, to the Alexandria ; 
Lieut. J. W. Morrell, to the Dorothea; Lieut. 1'rankiin,and Lieut. Beechv, 
to the Trent; Lieut. Hebron, to the Spey; Messrs. D. Ridgway and C. 
Gardner, late acting lieutenants in the Iphigeiiia, arc confirmed to ijiat rank. 

DEATHS. 

Lately, at Sidmnnth, aged 95 years, Miss J,eti(ia Archer, only daughter 
of the late Captain B. Archer, R..N. 

Lately, at Lyminsier, Lieutenant Davis, R.N. 

Lately, ('aptam Jos. England, R.N. 

On the 5th of October, in Soho-stiuarc^Mr. William Buchanan, surgeon 
R.N. Date of appointment, 2'2d Janiiarv, 1!> 10. 

On the I7tb of Novemher last, at Mait.i hospit:il, Mr. Wm, Ln.sh, mirl- 
shipman of [J.jVJ.8. Myrmidon, ag(d 2'J years, son of Mr. James Little, 
Master R.N. 

On the 6lh February, suddenly, at his house in the Edgeware-road, of 
^out in the stoibach. Hear*Admiral Charles Dudley Pater. 'The lady of 
the Rear-Admiral died on the 5'h ultimo.* 

On the 7th February, In Dublin, Lieutenant D. Bulten, H.N. Date of 
commission, 12th August, JROO, 

On the 14lh February, Captain T. Baynes, R.M. Secretary and Lieulcn- 
aDt'Governur of the Royal Naval Asylum at Greenwicli. 

On the 19th FeLruarv, at Portsmouth, Mijs WiLkham, neice of the late 
Lieutenant W'icktiam, R.N. 

•** The Memoir of Sir Hugh PalVser hnving su ImmcdiaMKonifiexion with 
Uiat of Admiral Keppel.a rei'rrcnee shunld h.ivi* lu.-i’n to it—vlMKie’^pply the _ 
'oiaissron hy reff-ring our readers to Vo). VH p. 9?7 of our ChroUkh, where 
will h" foii'vd au luu^irstins Memoir and‘Porlraii of ihig callant Adiniral. 

* ride page b7. 



ADDENDA 


% TO THE 

BIOGRAPHICAL MEMofil 

CAPTAIN WILLIAM LAYMAJN, 

OF THE ROTAI. NAVY. 


I M pursuance of our sirish to give publicity to the meritorious 
exertions of an able and active naval officer, we insert the 
following Addenda to our memoir of* Captain Layman’s public 
services. 

Soon after Captain Layman had written some suggesfions 
founded on the equitable principles of Lord Nelson’s excellent plan 
for reguRi'ing an officer’s promotion by bis merits, inserted in our 
38th Vo' me, p. 36, under the signature of Precursor, be received a 
circular jcttcr*' from the Admiralty, on the 26th of August, 1817, 
of which the following is the substance 


** It being frequently found necessary to ascertain iii wliat ships indivi¬ 
dual oQicers have been at different times serving, my Lords Commissioners 
of the Adinlrahy have commanded me to desire that yon will be so good as 
to fill up the inclosed form as accurately as your recollection may enable 
you to do, from your original entrance into the service up to the present 
time. You will please to sign your name at full length at the foot of the 
ixturn. 


(Signed) 



Sec.” 


Captain Layman returned for answer , 

Agreeable to desire, I have filled up tlie list to the best of my 
recollection as to*tiiiie of seiviiude, and as thj paper is stated to be a 
* Memorandum of Services,’ to which I am required to sign my nqpie, 1 
beg leave to add, that when niastci^s mate of the Myrmidon, I did, at the 
age of 17 years, scuttle the 'tween decks in a very heavy gale of wind, to 
which measure was attributed the pi'escrvation of the ship. That after 
having been fviiH years in the^sliip, when paid ofif I received the strongest 
-^— . — .— 


* Vide N.C. vol, xxxviii. page ISS. 


J3ft\j.€i)ron.Voi. XXXIX. 
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testimony as to the execution of iny duty, with a recommendation to Cap* 
taio Brown, that I sliould be found * a great acquisition on hoard the 
Aniphion/ The manner of my performing my dnu in that ship wii! speak 
for itself, by the Duke of Clarence, whdh commairaing the Pegaaus, in the 
West Indies, having twice applied for me ; hut Captain Brown declined his 
assent, and did not afterwards, wJien I was seized with the fever (from my 
exertions in heaving down the ship, ns both lieutenants died at Jamaica) 
acquiesce in my leaving the ship, until the medical men represented that a 
change of climate was the only chance to save my life. That in consequence 
of the Report of the Commissioners of Woods, Forests, &c. published in 
1799, Stating, * Such is the present,state of the growing timber, and the 
prospect of future supply, that this country will, in all probability, expe* 
rience n fatal want of greaf oak tinj^jer, and become dependent on otbei 
powers for the means of supporting her navy,’ 1 was induced to pay the 
most unremitting attention and research to the resotrees of our possessions 
* in East for naval purposes ; upon which subject I submitted some 
suggestions to his Majesty’s ministers in \79T, which were well received ; 
but it having been reported from Bombay, that ships of the line could not 
be built there, I went upwards of 500 miles in one instance to ascertain 
one point, and was dAired to shew the practicahilitv. In 1B00, on my 
volunteering my services to liSarl St. Vincent, and joining him in conse¬ 
quence of his answer saying—' I desired Captain Gray to assure you, thar 
I should be happy to have you in the ship with me ; and if there-'is nothing 
to detain you longer ashore, by shewing this letter to the captain of any 
ship of war under my orders coming to this rendezvous,’ (before Brest) 
* you will he sure to receive all the attention due to your ch;irncter, and 
the very laudable spirit which inspires you to serve under the auspices of 
St. Vincent.*—I presented to his Lordship n plan for building a ship of the 
line and a frigate annually at Buriibay, with which he highly approved, and 
when at the head of the Admiralty, ordered it to be carried into execu¬ 
tion. That from my attention to the resources of ihe Knst, 1 was also 
enabled to suggest, during the scarcity in 1800, tlie propriety of restricting 
ships 1)0und to India from carrying out superfluous bread and murine stores, 
which met with great attention, and was acted upon. 

Tliat as pure water is well known to contribute to the health and com¬ 
fort of seamen, I rendered the most fetid water pcrfi-ctly sweet and clear 
on board the Formidable, as appears by the certiheute from Sir F.dward 

:ing to the St. George, and that ship not being in the 
action off Copenliagcn on the 2d of April, 1801, 1 volunteered my services 
on that occasion, the pf-rtonnanre of which appears ifi the letter from 
Lieutenant-general Hun. Sir Wm. Stev\Wt, wiio was cumiiiander-imcliici' 
of the troops placed under my direction. 

That in 1802, I suhmitled tu his Majesty’s ministers .in efTictual substi- 


Thornborou^h. 
Tliat when I 


tute for the African Slave Trade, by introducing ihc skill and industry of 
the free labourers, and the valuable productions of the Easu into the Vv<^t 
Indies, together with the advanta^s which would attendf uie establishing 
of Chinese in Ceylon, which was considered deserving of adoption, although 
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Tpndend abnrtfve in the execution with respect to the West Indies, as 
shewn in letters frum Sir Samuel [load, Mr. Vansittart, and Mr. Wm. 
Blanc, nephew to th(|p|ate Jud^e, with a report on the snbject from a 
Coinmjttee of the House of Commons. ... 

** That on the recoitimciicement of ho|tiIiticB in 1803,1joined theVictory, 
which ship, on the passage out to the Mediterranean, having retaken his 
Majesty's late Ship Ambuscade, I was sent in charge, and ftfter capturing 
a French ship and a Dutch vessel, arrived at Gibraltar, in defiance of the 
Revanche French 40-gun frigate ; and from thence rejoined the Victory 
off Toulon. After being employed by Lord Nelson on particular service of 
reconnoitring, I was appointed to command the Weazle, for the service of 
the Straits, the execution of which appears by the representation of the 
iiilinbitunts of Gibraltar, as well a'i^the commander-in-chiePs commen¬ 
dations. ^ 

" That having submitted to Lord Nelson a sketch of cruisers best suited 
for the Straits, to he fitted with Chinese sculls, and guns to fire in iwery 
direction : his T/>r(lship instantly on rending the paper, wrote at the bot- 
rom, ' 1 perfectly agree in tlic propriety of liaving vessels of the above 
ileocriplion stationed in the Straits, and I know no person so fit to com¬ 
mand tliem as Captain Layman;' which rcooininendation, together with his 
own testimonials, were sent by his Lordship officially to the Admiralty in 
1804. The lute Lord Melville, on receiving the despatches, immediately 
.icquievced in the propriety of having vessels of tlie desciiption mentioned ; 
but in order to avoid loss of time by building, I proposed to convert one of 
ilic 18-guii brigs, and was appointed to tlie Raven; on the arrival of 
which vessel, a description was given in an elaborate work, when I was 
abroad. That the said vessel having been wrecked off Cadiz, from the 
neglect and drunkenness of the officer of^he watch, and such circumstances 
onitted in the narrative of the loss, by particular desire of Lord Nelson, 
from motives of humanity, the court pronounced censure on the com¬ 
mander, from a paper said to be a copy from the log, but which afterwards 
appeared to be a forgery. When this fact was known to Lord Nelson, he 
was about to order a revision of the sentence; but as it was found it would 
produce irritation and party in Abe squadron, all the facts proving the for¬ 
gery, on wliicli the error of the sentence was grounded. Lord Nelson for¬ 
warded officially to the Admiralty in March, 1805, with wbirh I also sent 
a letter from the Motherbank. Lord Nelson also forwarded a plan I had 
submitted, fiir getting possession of Cadiz* and ilie tnemy’s fleet, with a 
letter addrssed to the hue Lord Melville, then at the head of the 
Admiralty; but as before uiy arrival in Knglandy the Noble Loid was him¬ 
self persecuted, the whole was rendered abortive. Since which, although 
1 was taken by the hand by Lord Nelson to the Admiralty, and a promisw 
given to send me to the Mediterranean, yet the next month terminating his 
Lordship’s glorious career, the pruini>e was forgot, and my offer of service 
rejected, alUiough the measure I suggested was adopted. As, however, 
the prematitii:|^‘cay of our ships of wgr was making rapid strides, and I 
had succeeded In a discovery of preparing forest 4ees for immediatt use. 
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well as increasing the strength and duration of timber and diips, I ex* 
pressed a willingness to disclose the discovery, on condition, that as mucii 
depended on the performance of the measure, if the principle was adopted, 
*I should have the direction of the execiitihn, which met with so mortifying 
a reception, that if guided hy iny feelings, I should not have renewed the 
subject; but considering the matter to be of the greatest national im¬ 
portance, I conceived it would be supine in me to give it up from a sneer, 
and uiifounded assertion, which might proceed from the assumption of an 
individual only, or if opposed by a body from prejudice, which was the 
case fur years against the coppering of ships, it might be ultimately removed, 
by the evidence of facts. I trust it cannot be considered improper, when 
an officer is desired to state his services, to shew what he is farther aide 
and willing to do. Therefore, in a public point of view, on so important a 
sulyect as the means of supportiiig our navy, I beg to submit to inspection 
two pieces of the Scotch larch, with which a ship is about to he built at 
Woolwich. The specimens were originally in one piece, till separated by 
the saw ; the one in its natural state, with* the cause of decomposition 
remaining, weighed 496 oz. per cubic font, broke with 466 lbs.; the 
other, after having 2^ oz. per cubic foot of corruptive matter removed, and 
the eshesion of the wood increased, as may he seen by its dinity, sustained 
728lbs.; the advantages require no cuniment ; and although timber cannot 
in any way be so well or so speedily prepared as in a few days when the 
tree is standing, yet as the principle is applicable to all timber, durable 
ships may be more readily built than those prone to rapid decay ; and 1 
yet hope to be the humble means of rendering tliat service. 

■' August 29, 1817.” 

This statement was accompanied by testimonials from the Hon. 
Sir William Stewart,; the Merchants and Traders of Gibraltar ; 
Mr. Duff; the Marquis of Solano; and Lord Nelson, which 
having been given before, the following references will be sufficient 
here: viz. vol. xxxvii. p. 452. vul. xxxviii. p. 2. 6.13. 

Captain Layman, conceiving that the required Memorandum 
of Services''* was intended by the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty as a basis on which to adopt a liberal systefb of rewards 
andh|>Tomotion, accompanied the testimonials with this letter 

" SIK, “ Aujpi&l 29, 1817. 

" From the judicious measure adopted, of requiring each officer to state 
his own services, which by an impartial investigation admits of a liberal 
and just policy of awarding to every one according to his public services, 
or the inclination he has shewn to pcrfoim them, I avail myself of the 
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)pportunity to furvrard the enclosed memorandum and tesiimoniaU | 
which, together with niy zealous desire evinced to have rendered other 
services, had I been employed, particularly the most important object of 
preventing the rapid d^ay of ships of war; I shall, I hope, when pre-* 
judicc fields to justice, be considered not undeserving of being placed 
on the active list of post captains, as hut fcir the untoward loss of the 
Haven (an accident which, as observed by Mr. Pitt, might have happened 
to any one), ray standing would have been next to Sir Wiliam Bolton. 

1 have the honor to be, Sir, • 

Your obedient humble Servant, 





But ii would seem the judiciou*; measure of adopting a just aod 
liberal system of reward and promotion for services rendered, 
was not the object of the circular, as all these papers were lru« 
turned, with the following mandate from the Secretary written 
on the back:— 

1st Sept. — Return these; refer him to the circular, send him a blank 
return, and direct him to comply with what is therein stated, without notes 
or explanation.'* 


i\fter llic foregoing urbane answer, Captain Layman having seen 
ships of the line under repair that were covering in with the tim« 
bers in a slate of dry-rot, addressed another official letter to Mr. 
Crokcr, the Secretary of the Admiralty, stating, that, he deemed 
it his duty, notwithstanding the reception of his former overtures 
for removing the cause of decay from forest trees, and increasing 
the strength and duration of timber and ships, to take leave to 
impart, that he had succeeded in effectually stopping the progress 
of dry-rot in his house, so as to prevent its infecting the sound 
wood, and which he found to be equally efficacious on ship timber : 
therefore presumed to transmit the information for the considera¬ 
tion of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty : to which he 
received for^answer: • 

** Admiralty-Office, lUk October, J817. 

*** I have receivijd your defter of the 10th instant, offering to produce 
praof of yuur having effectually stbpped the progress of dry-rot in your 
house ; and I have laid the same before my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty. 

** I am, Sir, your very bumble Servant, 


Captain Ld^an, 




arroft}. 
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Aa Ais answer confined the prerention of dry.not entirely to 
the House, Captain Layman replied : 


“ SIR, 12tA October, 1817. 

** Frutn the letter I have just received in answer to i{iine of the 10th 
ifist. I beg to explain esy meaning, in stating, that owing to " the bad 
condition of his Majesty’s ships I had seen under repair, feom the rainifiea* 
tion of dry-rut ip the frame, which, when covered in, the decomposition of 
the timbers' was not only arcelciated, ,but the infection communicated to 
the new timbers, thick sti^ff and plunk, when the progress of decay was 
rendered so rapid, that it has been proved such ships, after a luige repair 
ill the King’s yards, have been, ki two years, again in want of repair from 
decay,” I deemed it my duty to offer to produce irrefrngal le proofs of tlie 
practicability of stopping the progress of ilie rot in such ships, and pre« 
visiting the sound timber, plunk, &c. from being'fnfected, was intended 
by me to.be deinonstratnl before the Board hy actual experiments, if tlie 
Lords Commissioners of tlie Admiralty considered the preservation of our 
ships of war as deserving of attention. 

1 have the honor to be, Sir, &c. 6cc. 


J. 


Barrow, Esq, Suh. Sec. 


W.J£ 


To this no answer was returned. 


One of the ships alluded to in the preceding letter, having had 
two thorough repairs in six years after launching, did not get far¬ 
ther than from Woolwich to Sheerness before it was again iu want 
of farther repair from matuic decay ; and the greater part of the 
navy being nearly in a similar condition, as even the new ship 
Howe, of 120 guns, built in his Majesty’s yard at Chatham, is 
reported to be infected with the rot, induced Captain Layman to 
signify a desire to lay the subject at the foot of the Throne, and 
the following letter was addressed to the Prince Regent 

“ SIR, S5th November, 1817. ' 

** As the illustrious head of the greatest naval power that ever 
1 humbly presume to solicit permission to lay before your Royal Ilighnt^ 
* An Outliife of Maritime History,’&c. ^cc. &c.* •- 

The serious evils which arise from the rapid decay St his Majesty’s 
syjjjjA having engaged m^ attention and research for many years, I have 
boKI enabled, by actual experiments, to demonstrate before the Board of 
Agriculture, and several Members of both Houses of Parliament, the prac¬ 
ticability of speedily removing the cause of premature decay, or dry-rot 
ivom trees, and of increasing the strength, as well as the duration, of all 
timber, aad roakiep the embryo, or sap wood of oak, not only useful, but 
stronger than the heart in its natund state; also to render trees now pro- 


* The Ffospcctus of the Wprk will be found at p. 184. 
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tluced on the poor soils of Great Britain, that will not yield corn, superior 
to the foreign‘timber imported. 

“ The principle of which process has been proved applicable to timber 
already much infected, by eflFeotually stopping the progress of dry-rot, as 
shewn by the successfal experiments made at the Navy Office on the sound 
and rotten timber of his Majesty’s ship Queen Charlottee; specimens of 
which are at the*Roynl Naval Institution. 

*' This discovery, besides its utility for general purposes, being of tlie 
greatest consequence to the con«ervatioii of his Majesty’s fleet—should 
your Royal Highness be graciously pleased to investigate a subject of such 
great importance to the State. . 

** I humhiy solicit an opportunitv oi«verifying the discovery on such a 
scale, as to render it of national beneflt, by preparing trees for immediate 
service in the royal forests, so as to render every part useful;.and by the 
building of a flii«h frigate in bis Majesty’s yard at Woolwich, as the Pre¬ 
cursor, to prove the practicability of preventing the possibility of dry-rot, 
and greatly increase the duration of ships speedily huilt, with comparative 
trifling repairs to what are now required fur those tardily huilt by the usual 
seasoning. Thereby rendering the navy more efficient, at n great decrease 
in public expense, as svell as in the consumption of timber and.all btber 
materials. 

" I hujubly presume to add the copy of a letter from the late Lord 
Nelson, * expressive of his T.ordship’s sentiments of the discoierer. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

With humble duty to your Royal IJighness, 

Your most obedient vci v humble Servant, 

W: 

This letter was very handsomely forwarded by an officer of dis¬ 
tinguished merit and personal iiitimary with the gallant Vice- 
Admiral who is in frequent attendance on his Royal Highness; 
but after a lapse of two monflis it was returned, with one. word on 

the cOTer—“ Rejected^' -The writer of which could not 

have chosen a more laconic, or more insulting kind of answer. 
Captain Layman had presented, in a respectful mannerf a letter, 
proffering tha result of a laborious investigation into the causes of 
tfie premature Rccay of our ship-limber, and a discovery ol ^ e 
merits of preparing it of a more lasting quality ; and the Icaft wiat 
he had reason to expect was, thanks for his endeavours to benefit 
hit country, by renderiog its navy more durable, althongh it might 
be deemed inexpedient toqirovc their efficacy i but, in one Ivord, 
to rc;Vcf an intended benefit, is so literally’tiwcoi/r/cor/j, that wc 


* Sec ih« letter, N. C. voh xxwiii. p. 1 j 
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can ntrer saj^osc it the dictation of the illuitriou personage to 
whom it was addressed. 

We are, howerer, happy to Betf, that not depreued hy such 
treatmmit, Captain Layman continues to persevere in the important 
object, as evinced by^hi* intention to publish his great work, of 
which the Prospectus and remarks on the Precursor are subjoined ; 
and we earnestly hope that, from the vast importance of the subject, 
the intelligent part of this country will soon enable the publisher to 
send it to press, which cannot icdividually be risked, as Captain 
Layman, notwithstanding the commendations he received, lost 
considerably 'by his two former publications. The Work is 
i^l^tled— 


AnOutiine ofMaritime History, with General Events; Trom the Creation 
of the Universe to the terininatbn of the French Revolutionary War, 1814-15; 
including a particular account of the State and Condition of the British 
Navy at the latter period ; with a Supplemental Memoir on Forest Trees 
and Timber, as connected with the Naval Power and Prosperity of the 
United Kingdom : containing aii Expo-& of a Discovery Air speedily pre- 
pnriitg Forest Trees for immediate conversion and service, by removing the 
cause of premature decomposition, and increasing the strength ns well ns 
duration of timber-—thereby furnishing the means to prevent the possibility 
of rapid decay by dry-rut, or otherwise, in ships and all structures wherein 
wood is used : (iemonstrated by actual experiments at the Boaid of Agri¬ 
culture, and at the Navy Office ; by Captain Layman, of the Royal 
Navy : This Work, consisting of OIS Numbers, v\ill be put to press as soon 
as the amount of subscriptions will defray the expense of publication. Price 
to Subscrihcis * for each Number 3;. To Non-Subscribers the price mil 
be advanced. 


The, following remarks were made on the Precursor to this Work 
** 'I'liis Work abounds with very rational observations upon facts which 
are of the highest interest to tlie empire, and every individual in it.”— 
Journal of Philosophic and Chemistry. \ 

** This Pamphlet contains a great deal of valuable information relative, 
to the present state and future preservation of our marine establishment, on 
w;hicli the most vital interest of this country essentially dcpeifd. The pre¬ 
sent Work merits the most serious attention of the cuuntrjr, and particu- 
laily t)f goyerntneut.”—Crifictt/ Beviete. 

** The subject of this Pamphlet is deeply interesting to the national 
feelings of our country, as it relates to the preservation of that naval supe¬ 
riority which has long preserved and exalted it. The subject demands the 
serious and impartial attention of all who would presene, with trembliog 
anxiety, our honors unspotted, and our liberties and happiness unclouded 
and unshaken. Itcvieu). 


* Subscriptions are received by Mr. Earle, bookseller, 46/ Albemarlc-street, 
London j and Mr. Richardson, Corubil). 
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On the Precunor being sent, on the fonnatiqi) qf the establishment of 
the Royal Naval tiistitution, the writer received the following answer from 
the Secretary :—** The Committee return you their. sincere thanks for 
dhis li|de Work, which is No. t. bf the proposed Library; and hope that * 
yopr. eiample \^ill be speedily AndDumerousiy fpUowed ; the Committee 
will at all times be .roost liappy to receive con^iawiications from Captain 
Layman.*' ^ , 

When the Precursor was quoted in the report of the Secretary of the 
Navy of the United States in 1814, it was stated, *' llic dbnsequencps 
xesuUing fr(im this defective organization and want of systetn (in tl!^ 
British Navy), are strongly illustrated in the fact related by a recent pro¬ 
fessional writer of rank and talents." * 

Earl Daniley steted in the House of Peers, " that if any. one wished 
for information on the subject, he should read the Precursor." 

The late Earl Stanhope said, ‘‘ he was happy to beer testimony to tho' 
merits of the Precursur.^-'it was evident to him that Captain Layman 
possessed a strong mind, and sound judgm^t, with great industry ; and 
was deserving of encouragement, notiiiscouragemeni." 
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NORTHERN EXPEOmON. 

I F an open navigation should be discovered across the Polar Basin, the 
passage over the Pole, or close to it, will be one of the must interest¬ 
ing events to science that ever occurred. It will be the first time that the 
problem was practically solved, with which learners of geography are some¬ 
times puzzled—that of going the shortest way between two places lying east 
and west of each other, by taking a direction of north and south. The 
passage of tlie Pole will require the undivided attention of the navigator. 
On approaching this point, from witich the northern coasts of Europe, 
Asia, America, and every part of them, will bear south of him, nothing 
can possibly assist him in determinin^his course, and keeping on the right 
meridian of his destined place, but a correct knowledge of the time, and 
yet no means of ascertaining that time will be afforded him. The only time 
he can have, jrith any degree of certainty, as long as he remains^n or near 
the pole, must be that of Greenwich, and this he can know only from 
good chronometers^; for from tlie geneisi hazy state of the atmosphere, a^ 
particularly about the horizon, and llic sameness in the altitude of th^ sm, 
at every hour in the four-^and-twenty, be must not expect to obtain nn 
approximatiotf'cveii of the apparent time, by observation, and he will havi' 
no. stars to assist him.*' All his ideas inspecting the Heavens, and thd 
reckoning of his time, will be reversed, and the change not gradual, as id '' 
proceeding from the east to the ivest, or«the contrary, but instantanemis. 
The magnetic^needle wilt point to its unkuoivn magneiic Pole, or fiy roun^ 
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from the point ,of the bowl from which it is suspended, and that 
jindicated north will now be south, the cast will become the west, 

, hottr of noun will be-that of midnight. '‘ 

a ' 

THE LATE HIOII WIITDS. ' ' 

Porl»mouth.—OK Wednesday, 4th March, about five o'clock, e g)rie of 
wind commenced from the southward, which, by its violence, approached 
nearly to a huriccane. It acted with such irresistible power ufMO the Mia> 
that the tide rose live feet higher than the ordinary spring ttdeS|'«nd mtun- 
i'kined that height three hours after it slrould liave ebbed : it was high> 
water between nine and ten, and .so continued until midnight; and by 
passing and destroying its accust(<med bounds (in some parts to full half a 
mile extent) prO{;erty to a vast amount was destroyed. The buildings he- 
Jn^n the Round Tower and the Point, are either in ruins, washed away, 
f.'^^ieir foundations undermined : the water was two feet above tlie pave¬ 
ment in Point-street: the damage done to property in-tbe cellars and lower 
rooms was very great. Several small buildings next the harbour’s mouth, 
were washed away, with the steps the Sally-ports, and their platforms; 
and the Slaughter-house Wharf was much damaged. Tiie sea made a 
complete breach through the, beach at Soulhsea, between the Castle and 
Lump’s Fort, and inundated the Comniuii and Old Morass, where a Farm¬ 
house has been many years standing, the inmates of which h<ttJ scarcely 
time to save tlicmselvcs. Horsey Island was entirely overflowed, and 
fifteen sheep wxre drowned there. All the arable land near Lump’s Fort 
was likewise inundated, and thirteen acres of wlieat on the farm of Mr. 
Gain.jun. were instantly washed up.—A building, about 350 yards from 
the shore, full of seed potatoes, was ivashed down by the violence of the 
waves. The Haslar shore presents a surprising instance of the massive 
weight and power of agitated water, where two excessive breaches are 
made in that solid stone sea-wall (erected for the protection of the Hospi¬ 
tal), and the ponderous stones and masonry work, of 70 tons weight, were 
thrown down level with the sea-shore. The water extended to IJaslar 
Barracks, the mess room of which was overflowed. The brig Ham^ley, of 
and from Sunderland, was the only vess<:I lost: she drove, and by striking 
on the elbow of t^e Uorse, bilged. ^The crew got into the boai, and hung 
'<in to the wreck until the morning, when they weie taken off at day-light, 
by a pilot-boat, and landed here. The Lively cutter had her bulwarks 
washed away; the brig Assiduous parted from one of her anchors; the 
brig Shillelagh had her boats washed over her side. Duritig”tUe gale, that 
pleasant, newly-erected, prnineimde, Rydc Pier, sustained very great 
injury [See the subjoined letter Jrouf lij/de.'} Thirty-six aicbes (out of 
forty) were carried away ; sixteen of them (in one body) were driven qver 
upon llaylingIsland, and ninny others, in detached parts, hat'e been picked 
up to the eastward of Southsea Castle. It regret that we must 

close this disastcrous relation, by stating, th^vdrowning of llic Uun. Mr. 
Thellusson (brother of Lord Rendlesbain), Mr. Hassall (son of.I. Hassall, 
Esq. of Hartshorn, copoty of Derby), ami Mr. Leesqn (soQ»^of the Hoiu 
Mrs. Leeson), all midshipmen of bis Majesty’s ship Tiber, who left that 
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«b^ sooB After the gale commencedj in a wherry, which was pooped by a 
aea as the mouth of the harbour, and was never seen afterward i the 
waterman (Brown) and a boy also perished.—Uteseyout^gentlemen (who 
were most highly esteemed by their brother officers) were tempted to leave* 
the ship at this hazardous moment, by their anxious desire to see thh per¬ 
formance of Mr. Kean, that evening. 

At Cowes, the Triton galliot drove out of th^arbour, and was on shore; 
the Nayade galliot was also on shore in the harbour. 

It has blown a most violent gale here to-day, but no partieular damage 
has been done to private property : the variou| public defences of the gitr- 
vison have sustained injury from thp heavy sea-surges. When the storm 
bad somewhat subsided, and the sea had receded from the sbl^rc under the 
Hound Tower, the perfect skeleton of a human body, encircled in a rug> 
was discovered immediately under one of the port holes, adjoining jhe 
Hound Tower—the i^olence of tiie sea removed the shingle under ivlffl^t 
was concealed: the body must have been deposited there many yews 
since. A shilling and some halfpence, wit|^ a pair of soldier’s shoes, were 
found fav its side. . 

tf ^ 

Hyde, March 7. 

The storm on Wednesday night was felt.with peculiar severity, at Lower 
Hyde. A cottage of (Jcneral Arabin’s, with three other houses, were 
thrown viown, and another house completely swept away by the violence 
of the waves. Tlie storm ra»od with increased fury about ten o’clock, 
when the sea rising five feet above its usual height, broke in upon the inha* 
bitants so unexpectedly, that they had scarcely time to make their escape ; 
and in one house, wliere were a man, his wife, and eight children, one wave 
forced down the door, and the succeeding one swept away the staircase, so 
that the children were obliged to be taken from their beds and thrown from 
the upper windows, in a dark night, into the sea, amongst a tremendous 
surf, but happily no lives were lust. About the same time the sea made a 
breach in the newly-erccted Bier, and carried away nearly 250 yards of it. 
The greater part floated to the opposite shore, and has been recovered, not. 
withstanding which it is supposed the damage will exceed 1500/. 

• Plymouth, March 7. 

The weather in tins'port during i|^ last three weeks has been of an un¬ 
common kind, the wind fre<{uently blowing in the mosr capricious manner, 
with more or less violence, from every point ui' the compass, on some days, 
and at times varying thus only in the short space of a single hour, accom¬ 
panied by thunder, lightning, ram, sleet, and had, which, comhmed toge- 
•ilier, have remiyded us rather of the (litadful tornadoes within the tropics, 
than of the boasted inildticas of tlie English climate. On the 4th instaAt, in 
particular, about 2 P.M. the wind and rain were excessively strdiig from 
the southward, which iii two hours increased to a perfect storm. At 11 F.M. 
the wind voered to tlie west, niuJ blew tremendously in squalls until 3 A.M. 
the following moriiiiig, when it moderated a little. Such was the seventy 
of the tempest, that il'.e slnps mourci^ in Catwater dragged their mooring 
chains several yards Ironi thetr places. His Mnjcst)’s ship Erne, and the 
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Bunira^ East Indiamant the only flbi|M in the Sound, rode out’the.|^|E^ 
mthout sustaining the least injury. The Bunirah dirore a little, hinltl^ie 
•oon brought up by letting goi^he sheet andior. The officers of both sl^ 
oonqur in representing, that,they could ftot^lmve remained at their antdiers, 
but for the shelter afforded them bf the Breakwater., Just within the 
entrance ofpatwater were a Dutch man of war brig and two metehaet 
vessels, anchored there under the harjMiur master’s direcMons, which alsQ 
rode out the gai <2 in the greatest safet)-. We. have sincere pleasure in 
adding, thaTi. notwithstanding the heavy agitation of the sea outside tlM 
Breakwater, scarcely a stqne has given way. The crane merely on the 
eastern arm tvas w^ed down, a thuig naturally to be expected from the 
frailness of'^ts materials, and the exposed nature of its situation in such 
a tempest, which seamen consider as fully equal to that on the fktal 3(Hh 
(^^^nnary, 1817, though happily, on the present occasion, not a single 
mp or vessel was driven ashore, either in the Sound'or Catwater. In con¬ 
sequence of the heavy rains, the roads have been overflowed in various 
directions, which had the effect, a few miles above Exeter, of retarding 
the Batb mail for several hours on Wednesday night last. From this cause, 
the X^indon and other letters did not reach this port until Thursday after¬ 
noon at four o’clock, instead of its usual hour of seven o^duck in tiie morn¬ 
ing. Several large trees were prostrated at various places. 

The Maria, Tuit, of London, bound to St. Lucia with plantation and 
government stores, had the -misfortune, on the 2Gth ultimo, in longitnde 
O'* 45' to lose her rudder, by the stroke of a violent sea. A temporary 
rudder being fitted, she endeavoured to make this port, being the only ouo 
to the westward with a dry duck, and alter great diflicultics, got to .the 
westward of the Edystone on the 2d instant, where she was met with hy 
one of the Cawsand pilot-boats, which took her safely into the Sound. 
The harbourmaster, with his usual zeal, thencu conducted her into Cat- 
water, and saw her properly anchored and ipoorcd. 


Buriog a tremendous gale on Wednesday last, the schooner Ann, Bavis, 
master, bound to this port, with copper, bacon, i!kc. parted, successively, 
three cables, which were all she had.—^'I'he''master and anotlier man, named 
Henry Ellis, beings all the persons on board, tlien took to the boat, in 
order, if possible, to reach the shore. S^on after they left the vessel, the 
boat filled, and they were bodi unfortunaiely drowned. It being between 
cigbtand iii^ne o’clock at night, and the sea running very high, though the 
gfttedipt was made, it waa found impossible to afford them any assistance. 
The vessel went on shore.between Marazion <and Chyandour, and will go 
to pieces; but a great part of the cargo has been saved. 

Nearly at the same time with the abuve, the Swedish schooner, Maria, 
Wicksell, master, also parted three cables, and has received considerable 
damage.. 

- One of the transports, with the 64tb regiment on boarrl,’ did not tail on 
the sJioals inside of Mount Battqn, as our mfbrmant stated, though 
was bqt a short distance from them. . 
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l.imB rttOM A PMFESSIONAI< MAN IN THE MBfilTSKEANEAN TLIXT.* 

V ' ^ Z^ghorti, StA September, 1795. ^ 

iMMEDfATELT after Admfnil Mao, with the reinforeemtint fironiEn^and, 
and! the Satarn, with the frigate ani3 convoy from Gibraltar, joined us, the 
wholh fleet steered for Corsica, and, to my owtij and the astonishment of 
every body, thelBeet were ordered to anchor in St. Fioreoxo Bay, instead 
of going in qoest of the French fleet, when we had certaie intelligence of 
their being at sea; and two days after our anchorage. Captain Robinson, 
fbvmerly of the Scout sloop, taken near a year ago, iwVed from Toulon ^ 
endcavonr to get exchanged, who cotilirmed the ac^unt of^the french 
fleet being out cruising. He also mentioned a convoy of neutral ships 
expected from the coast of Barbary, under the escort of three or four 
French frigates, for '(oulon and Marseilles. The sailing of tbe frig^^^, 
end expectation of this convoy, were well known to most people long 
the fact stands on its own bottom: the frigates and convoy have all arrived 
safe, without oar having a single ship to Idbk after thera—they say 150 
vessels, with corn. We continued, at Fiorenzo until the French fleet 
chased the Agamemnon and two frigates into the body of uur fleet, in the 
morning of the 7th July ; and about noon the French fleet discovereH us, 
when they tacked, and stood towards their own coast, with all tbe sails 
they could crowd; and we never went after them until 8 o’clock in the 
evening; but they were all out of sight befSre suu'set. We never heard 
any thing of them afterwards until the 12th, when our frigates were 
informed, by a vessel near those islands, by whom it was supposed the 
admiral had certain intelligence of the French fleet, as he immediately 
made the signal to prepare for action. This was at 6 o’clock in the evening. 
In the moriiing, at daylight, we discovered the French fleet, consisting of 
18 sail of the line, directly to leeward of us, the wind at N.W. the French 
fleet bearing S.S.E. about three or four gun-shot from our sternraost ships, 
close hauled upon a wind on the larboard tack, and we on the starboard 
tack : there bad been a very fresh gale the greatest part of the night, that 
put most of our ships under close-reeved topsails, six of them split their 
luain-tup-sails, and were bendtng others, when we first discovered the 
euemy’s fleet. The French could fjave had no idea ^f our being so nenv 
them, for they were laying>to, and most of their topsails furled; we were 
between them and the land, and clear for action, which some of our ships, 
bad the signal been made, could have begun in less than half «n hour, or 
twenty minutes; but to our inortificatiun, a signal was made to form a line 
on tbe starboard Aack ; and'as they still continued/on the larboard tack, 
with all the sail they could make, our distance was soon increased consi* 
derably; and, notwithstanding we saw them at half-past three o’clock, the 
signal was not made to lay our lieads the same way as the enemy was steer¬ 
ing until live o’clock, when the signal was made to form on tlie larboard 
tack; at which time our distance was so great, chat when our ships got 


* The culogtaiB upon the conduct uf Lord Hood will be generally adadtted 1e 
be just. ^ 
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iato thsir station, only a few of the enemy^s ships could be diseorered from 
the deck. We continued to chase in a line of battle 'for some tiiue, when 
the admiral saw that there was not a prospect of bringing them to action; 
ja, little before eight o’^clock be made thc'signal for a general chase but un« 
fortunately it was too late~-the enemy had got the start, imd at a great 
distance; and as they approached the shore, the water became smooth, 
and ie$8 wind, so that only a few of our headmost sbipsi got within gua> 
shot about twelrc o'clock, when the wind lessened. At two o’cjuck one 
of the enemy’s ships struck, and soon afterwards took fire, and blew up. 
^t Indf>past three ^lock the admiral made the signal for the action to be 
discontinued. He miy can tell the^ason why tlie ships were called off. 
If they liad been suffered to have continued, more of their ships would have 
fallen into our hands. Had Lord Hood commanded the fleet in the Medt- 
tvranean, wc should not have remained twelve hours in port after the 
Agamemnon was chased into riorenzo; at any rate, he would iiave been at 
sea in half the time we were ; and had he commanded in the morning of 
the ICth of July, he would not have increased the distance between him 
and the enemy, but immediately clqsed with tlie French fleet, and very 
few of them would have returned to Toulon. This is the opinion, I believe^ 
afeVery.man in the fleet; an/1 it is aUo the opinion of niaiiy, that the 
British flag never was more tarnished : all lament the loss of Lord Hood, 
who would have dune so much honour to the British nation. Wa bad on 
the 13th July 21 ships of the line, and two Neapolitans of 74 guns each; 
and the enemy had only 18 ships of the line. The six ships of the line that 
got out of Toulon, it is generally supposed, are intended to watch the Bed* 
ford and her convoy; and as we have little to do before Toulon, we sup¬ 
pose that tlie convoy will be strengthened, to make a force equal to tlie 
enemy; if nut, do not be surprised if the Toulon ships meet the ranvoy. 
We sail to-morrow, and the Bedford, Fortitude, &c. sail the next day. 
The log-book and journals of every ship can vouch the facts here stated. 
In old times, when Sir Edward Hawke saw the enemy’s fleet, if not very 
near, the order was for a general chai-e ; in the glorious action when he 
beat the French fleet, one-ihird of his fleet was hardly in sight. Lord 
Hood would never have formed the liiic»<upon the opposite tack of the 
enemy, when they were crowding from him with t^ll the sail they could 
pack. The order would have been cliusq^ The ships were all in order of 
.battle the night before, agreeable to tlie admiral’s signal for that purpose. 
Our oiflceis and seamen in this fleet hope that Lord Hood will soon be out 
to take the command again. ' 

•4 ^ ^ ft «r 

SXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A CSKTLEMAN OH A TOUR TUBOCOB 

OKELCE. 

Fbom Venice we proceeded on bimrd a Sclavoninn ship to Catfaro, and 
along the whole of the Adriatic coast, casting anchor, as it is usual with 
j^hese coasting vessels, in almost every harbour. We thus spent a whole 
^^ebonth before we arrived at Coffu, where we were received with the 
greatest dtstinction by the senate of that little republic, and werb treated 
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with i^pect bj all parties, notwithstanding the violent Fermentation then 
etwting among the people, who insisted on the nobilities bdng deprived of 
thmr privileges. Five ^ssiau and three Turkish ships were lying in the 
road; the latter we frequent^ visited, and found here, and indeed through- « 
out oui*whole journey through ^reece, the Turks most dbligitigly polite, 
and willing to render os every assistance in their power. At present, 
indeed, every Englishman is looked upon by them ns a kind of demi*god. 

From Corfu we went in a boat to St. Maiiro, where a house and a guard 
of honour had been prepared for us by order of the senatb of^ Corfu. In 
-Nicopoiis we found the Pacha extremely'polite and friendly, and we still 
carry on an epistolary correspondence with hiln. took a view of the 
celebrated Leucadean Kock, and by* measuring its height with the eye, 
easily convinced ourselves, that whoever takes a leap from it will be 
freetl for ever from the cares that embitter life. 

From Nicopoiis wc proceeded to Ithaca, where we lodged in the bous^f 
Dr. Zaro, a physician. Ithaca is truly a wretched country, hut has five or 
s'x excellent anchorage places. Thence we went to Patrass [Naupactusj, 
where all the remains of ancient monumenfs and edifices have long ago 
been either burnt lo lime, or used in building modern houses. We were 
treated with the greatest politeness by the Turkish governor, and conducted 
to the two castles, which should defend tllU bay of Corinth ; but we saw 
no other ammunition except stones, which were laid in heaps near the 
quite uiishrviceable cannon. Though they were daily expecting a visit from 
the French, no preparations were making to give them a proper recep¬ 
tion. At Delphi, wltithcr wc journeved from Patrass, we saw besides 
some old walls and the romantic rocks of Parnassus, nothing except the 
bath of the Pyihia, which is in a good state of preservation. 

At Thebes there are some remains of gates, hut no other antiquities. 
The Aga invited us every day to his garden, and furnished us with horses, 
sheep, and rice, without accepting any thing in return. From Thebes we 
proceeded to Athens: this part of our journey was extremely fatiguing. 
The country, just before we descended into the plains of Athens, has a very 
picturesque appearance. The beauties of the city and citadel are so nu¬ 
merous, timt they are beyond my power lo describe. The Temple of 
Jupiter Olympus, raised on piitars 1G feet in height, and the Temple of 
Minerva, in the Castle, excite astonishment in thu spectator. Here 
also wc receive daily proofs that this is the auspicious moment for 
Englishmen to travel in Greece: the res[icct shewn us by the Turks is 
boundless; ,but the climate is, at this season of the ycaiT extremely 
disagreeable. Of the 24 hours, there are at most hut two, during which 
Arc can venture tu take a walk, early in the monitugat five, and about seven 
o*ciix;k ill the evening. • 

loird Elgin has sent hither, frOin Constantinople, several artists, who 
are now employed in examining (b^Temple of Tlieseus, in the Citadel* 
Since our arrival, they have dug up almost all the rdievos and figureSj^ 
which once ornamented the^ friezes of the Temple of Minerva. As they 
have just met with some broken-uff bosses feet, we are in hopes that they 
will find the celebrated horses belonging to the chariot of Mioerva, which 
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Uie ancienti aacribed to Phidias or Praaileles. All tlia nscriptions, 
and fther interesting remaios of antiquity which can be repaoved^ are care* 
AUly packed up, and sent to Epfuland, Here they would only he thrown 
. iktp the Hine-kiln. £very thing is good here except the climate, (whose 
indescribable beat obliges uk to be almost the whole day in tlie hath) and 
the wine. That which grows here is not diinkable, and from the 
islepds none can he procured. But every thing, buwevei^ is very cheap. 
Bow flourishing a cuuntiyr might this become! 

V, « , ^ 


a LIST OF TUC BOYAL NAVY IN 1793. 


J^o, No. of guni. 

fitst Bates. 7 of 780 men, and 100 guns «... 700. 

Second ditto ...... 13 of 6R0 men, and 00 guns .... 1170. 

Third ditto ........ 16 of 630 men, and 80 guns .... 1980. 

Ditto ditto ........ 94 of 410 men, and 7& guns .... 1680. 

Fourth ditto ...... 5 of 366 men, and 60 guns .... 300. 

Ditto ditto .19f>f 365 men, and 50 guns .... 600. 

Ditto ditto ........ 46 of 980 men, and 50 guns .... 1500. 

Fifth ditto ........ 97 of 190 men, uiul 40 guns .... 1080. 

pNto ditto ........ 4 of 155 men, and 30 guns .... 120. 

Sixth ^itto 1 of 140 iiicn, and 20 guns .... 20. 

Ditto ditto.20 of ISO men, and 20 guns ..... 400. 

Ditto ditto........ 4 of 115 men, and 20 guns .... 80. 

Fireships..... 3 of 55 men, and 8 guns «... 24. 

Bombs .. 3 of 80 men, and 6 guns .... 18. 

Yachts .......... 14 of So men, from 6 to 12 guns .. 168. 

Sloops. 10 fiom 45 to 100 men. 

Hoys .12 from 7 to 12 men. ‘ < 

Smacks .......... 2 

' Storc&htps . 9 


Total .... 242 Ships. and guns 7540 

SHIPS lUAT W£RE BUILI PllLMUtiS 10 THE YEAR 1759. 


Shipt. 

Princeab Augusta (y t.) 
Chatham (yt.) .... 

Mary (yt.'jT.. 

Portsmouth (yt.) .. 
^Yarmouth (R.S.) .. 
Boyal Charlotte (yt.) 
Sandwich (R.S.) ... 
Vesuvius (Bd.) ..... 
Cambridge ........ 

Plymouth (yt.) __ 

Southampton ...... 

Sancx(H.S.). 


No. ef Gum. Stations. Whin (niilt, 

.. 8 Deptford.. J710. 

.. 8 Greenwich . 1711. 

.. 10 Deptford 1727. 

.. 8 Portsmouth .............. 1742. 

.1 64 Plymouth........ T.*...* 1745* 

^.10 Dept'lord ................ 1749. 

..90 Chatham. 1750. 

.. 10 Deptford, fitting .......... 1750. 

.. 80 Plymouth. • Ip 750. 

.. 8 Plymouth .s....w,.i».17i55. 

..32 Portsmouth, repairing 1755. 

.. 90 Sbeerness .............. 1756. 














































■ Skips, No. of Ount. When built, 

Rdyiil William 80 Spithead, re-6uilt lii9f Re^d.. *1757. 

Plynidfitb, taken .......'.I. 1758. 

Tlymoqtli (Poiv. |!aj;.) . - .i?* -. 1 ^^ 58 .* 

PcfTtsmt^tii.. ifS9, 


Bienfinisant, F. (P.S.) .. Cl 
Chatliaui ....... 50 

Guifaif^d (P.S.)i.74 

fiellona 74 

Venus 32 

Boston . 32 

Britani^a ..loO 

Pearl (Slop S.) ....—. 32 

Robust .. 74 

St. Alban’s ........ .... 64 

Trittfnph ....1... 74 

WiQchelsea(Conv. Sh.) ..32 

Rassel .74 

Victory .......... ....lUO 

Canada. 74 

Europe (P.S.j.64 

Caiyslort ....._.... 28 

Swan (S.P.) .......... 16 

Barfleur. 98 

panther (P.S.).64 

Raisonabie...64 

Trident ..64 

Queen ..98 

Intrepid. 64 

Pegasus...28 

Resolution...74 

Reliance .12 

Romney...50 

Rippon ..50 

Assistance (P.S.) ..74 


Off r'hcsnpeake............ 1760. 

Woolwich 1758. 

Plymouth, to repair 2761. 

Plymouth, to repair • . «. 1762. 

Spithcad 'i7j^2. 

Pojrtsmouth, to rej^ir ...... ■ 17d4. 

ConvQv to East Indies,.7ane8;2ff 1764. 
Halifax Station < 1764. 

Baltic . 4764. 

East Indies .............. 1764. 

Chatham, to repair 1265* 

I.eeward Islands .......... 1766. 

Plymouth. ^7A6, 

Oeptford ................ 1767ii 

Portsmouth... ..27^7* 

Portsmouth, refitting ' ^ 1768# 

Plyiiioutli (Puw. Mag) ...... 1768i 

River Plate.- - if 

Chatham, to repair " 1768. 

Off Cadiz, rebuilt..... <'rtTG9, 

Mediterranean ............ 1770* 

Chatham, fur R.S. ........ J770. 

Baltic Exprdiiion .......... 1770. 

Slieeniess, P. .. 1796. 

. 1762 

. 1758 


Formerly Royai Oak. 1769. 

William and Mary yacht, built at Chatham 1694, rebuilt at Deptford in 

^ 1765. 

A number of ships, which continued in service till the middle of the 
eighteenth century, had been bui^t during the preceding. Many of these 
were latterly reduced in their rate, in order to ease them of the iveight of 
metal, which as they became old was thought too girat for t\)em.. The 
Namur, Blentieim,* and prince George, originally constructed to carry 9Q 
gt^ns, were reducgfl to carry 80. The Chichester,,of 80 guns, was reduced 
to 70, with'many others, which experienced degradation according, to'the 
same scale: nor wnsthis diminution of their force owing only to thefr 
but inferiuriiy of dimensions, when evtupured with those of the later built 
ships. 


* The Blenheim, bearingthef fiag ofBear>admiral Sir T, Trowbridge, iss^ , 
poied tu have loundered in the Eastern Seas, and every soul pcoMshed. " ^ 

i5ab. dEfiron. Voi. XXXIX. c c 
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.TOVITAOE or TBS UBCSST IBIPS IB TBS BSITIIB BAtY. 


-V t ''' ShipSm 

Cum. 

Tom. 

Ke$U 

BrmSthi^ 

^ ‘ 



Ft. 

In. 

Vu 

In. ‘ 

Commereede MuteiUes... 

. 120 * 

2747 

172 

0* 


94 ’ 

Caledonia.............. 

. ISO 

2602 

470 

11 

53 

6 

Sm Josef ............. 

. 114 

2457 

156 

114 

54 

3 

SelvadordelMundo ..... 

- 118 

2398 

153 

14 

54 

34 

V9)e de Pari%........... 

. 110 

2333 

156 

H 

53 

0 

Hibernia^.............. 

. 110 

2332 

156 

H 

55 

0 

Queen Charlotte 

. 110 

2333 

156 

5 

53 

4 

Ih^al George ........... 

. 100 

2286 

153 

6 

53 

4 

Royal Sovereign ... 

. clOO 

3164 

150 

« 

52 

0 

Victory .. 

. 100 

2162 

151 

3f 

53 

0 

Britannia .. 

• 100 

2091 

145 

3 

53 

04 


NAVY ESTIMATES. 

Having been favoared with a copy of the Navy Estimates for the year 
1818 (fitted for the use of tlic Members of the House of Commons, by 
Toteof tfae 17th of February last), we make the following extracts there* 
from*’, asahe roost interesting to our readen 

Salaries and Contingencies of the 


Admir^ty, Navy Office, and Na' v 




Last Year, 


Pay Office./173,026 1 

15 

9 

/174,510 1 

10 

5 

Ditto of English Dock Yards. 

238,882 

5 

1 

238,522 

0 

5 

Ditto of Foreign Dock Yards...... 

46,718 

1 

3 

42,599 : 

18 

7 

Ditto of Vwtaalling Establishments, 







and Hospitals.. 

170,062 

8 

7 

176,63f , 

3 

4 

Ditto and Provisions for Ships in 





> 


Ordinary .. 

232,818 

2 

6 

234,147 

4 

1 

For Ordinary Repairs of Ships, Moor- 







ifigs, and Riggings.... ........ 

389,000 

0 

0 

453,390 

0 

0 

HAlf Pay, Superannuations, and Pen* 






' 

mns. Compassionate List, and 







Bounty to Chaplains .......... 1 

,130,513 

1 

7 

1,146,838 

9 

2 

Ditto for Civil Departments ...... 

99,661 

2 

6 

85,870 

1 

8 


Prom which is deducted 409,205/. (last year 671,101/.}. being the amount 
of what the Old Stores from the Dock Yards and Victualling Office soM 
for 'in' 18i7.'~The amount of Old Stores for 1818 wtU nut exceed 
280,000/. 

.. %* The total Ordidhiy Expense of the Navy fur the year 1818/is 
3,071/175/. J7s.3d. (1^ year 1,953,171/. ICs. 3d.) Tlie foUowmg items 
' ire included in this total amount 

* Jt each Yard the Cbargetjhr Wages, 4'<V are—■ 

! "£ail Tear**^ 

Deptford -29,^1 ■ 97,SB^ (f 0 

Woolwich ... .8i4078^l« .0 IS 0 
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• Lett Tear, 



86,835 

19 : 

10 

33,883 

10 

4 

Sbeernen ..... 

29,179 

15 

6 

26.659 

6 

0 

Pofftsmatttb..;^....t... 

50,095 

5 

0 

50,065 

5 

o' 

Ditto Transport Branch.......... 

477 

15 

2 




Ditto Naval College ... 

6,323 

0 

0 

6,920 

rQ 

0 

Ditto for 16 Supmtur Apprentices .. 

12,817 

0 


2.904 

0- 

0 

Plymoath ... 

45,328 

15 

6 • 

4/^999 

fS' 

8 

Deal.>.. 

1,065 

10 

0 . 

t,0i8 

It 

0 

Harwich ....................... 

443 

14 

9 

1.448, 

44 , 

9 

Leith a............ 

575 

10 

2 

‘575^ 

10^ 

2 

Transport Departments at Dover, Leith, 

• 



1 ( ’ 

, t 


Cowes, and Cork. 

1,196 

0 

6 




Cork .... 

1,022 

0 

0 

1,018 

0 

0 

Milford 

6,511 

17 

6 

6 631 

17 

6 

Gibraltar .. 

1,392 

10 

0 

2,604 

10 

0 

Ditto Agent fur Transports.. 

•286 

2 

8 


^ » 


Jamaica ..... 

4,540 

18 

7 

4,390 

18 

T 

Cape of Good Hope .. 

5,027 

0 

0 

5,227 

0 

0 

St. Helena ....._............ 

300 

0 

0 


• 


Malta ....... 

4;i5i 

10 

0 

4,151 

10 

0 

Surveyor of Nova Scotia Woods...... 

810 

0 

0 

810 

0 

0 

Bermuda ... 

4,859 

10 

0 

4,749 

10 

0 

Antigua........ 

634 

10 

0 

634 

10 

0 

Halifax. 

3,670 

0 

0 

3,780 

0 

0 

Ceylon... 

9,252 

10 

0 

8,4k0 

10 

0 

Bombay ... 

709 

0 

0 

709 

0 

0 

Canadian Lakes . 

11,154 

10 

0 

7,192 

10 

0 


The Extraordiimries of the Navy Estimates amount to 2,286,129/, and 
comprehend charges for building ships, large repairs to ships, and some fear 
that recjuire small sums to complete them ; also for improvements in the 
Dock Yards—for proceeding with the IMyinouth Breakwater—for cxptmse 
of troops when embarked—and charge for transporting Felons to New 
South Woles :^tlie specific sums are— 

For the Hulks, Masts, Rigging, and Stores of Ships in the 


King’s Yards..... 1,1T0,P90 

For ditto at Bombay.. ^ 60,000 

Improvements. 

At Deptfoadi a ^harf Wall and Tank Building 3i,600 0 0 

(7,468/. will be wanted to wmplete.) * 

S 

At Woolwich, to complete the new^mithery, Last Tear. 

and towards repairing the Wharf Vvall... . 31,400 14,000 0 0 

At OMh8m,'a New Duck, Painter's Shop, 

River Wall, Roofs for Docks 104,£25 48,000 0 p 

(115,104/. wanted to ecMQplate.) 































*m 4£i.mtoiMb 


1 »!',»t»» . ^ XMtt rv®r» 

4tSlifenK^ forImprove^oaots....^i,.... 180,000 70,000 

^ ' (jp(l3,900/. to complete.) 

' ^ Port«inoMtb, for erecting ||i Timber F/iuned 

Groin at Hadar . 1,504 

At Fljmouth, towards building a Harbour 

Wail and Basin, Roofs, £(c .. 20,500 . 24,000 0 0 

(24,840/. wanted to complete.} 

Ax MilfnnJ^ to build Houses for Officers, 
covering over Dock SJips,^&c. 50,800 19,000 0 0 

- (130,000/. wanted to complete,.) , ' 

At Cork, for Store houses, and Tdtnks .... 15,000 10,000 0 O' 

(16,222/. wanted to complete.) 

Breakwater, Plymouth Sound . 65,000 40,000 0 0 

(/13,092/. wanted to complete.) * 

Al^aking a Yard atBi^'muda . 20,000 20,000 0 0 

For Leith, Gibraltar, Multa^ Antigua, and 

Ceylon. 33,000 

For Fruvisintis for Foreign Gariisoiis, and 

Troops when embarked . 32fi,000 300,000 0 0- 

Freight of Transports, Convict Slnps, 5cc. .. 178,9'ia 185,116 1® 8 


Ttie number of Ships iu the Navy is 625, of which 104 are in Com¬ 
mission. 

* \ 

The following Ships building, are to be proceeded with ; vb.-^Rnasen, 
74; Southampton, 60 ; Alonarcii, 84 ; Talavera, 74 ; Ilawkc, 74 ; Thun¬ 
derer, 84 ; Boscawen, 82; Winclichicr. 60; Prince Rr»ent, 120; Trafal¬ 
gar, 106; Formidable, 86 ; Powerful, 84 : Waterloo, 80; Prince!^Char¬ 
lotte, 104; Carnatic, 74; one not named, 74; Britannia, 120; jpira^d^ 
60; London, 104; Lancaster, 60; Bellcisic, 74 ; Alalabar, 74 ; Gk^#,184 ; 
Blonde, 46; Venus, 46; Amazon, 46; /Lulus, 46; Dedalus, 46; ‘Mei> 
cury, 46; Pegasus, 46; Isis, 58; Clyde, 46; Jason, 46; Medusa, 46*. 
Hebe, 46; Blanche, 46; Diana, 46; Latonn, 46; Mermaid* 40; Th:\iues* 
46; Unicorn, 46; Minerva, 46 ; Fox, 46; Penelope, 46; Thalia, 46; 
Cerberus, 40; Circe, 40; Proserpine, 40^ Statira, 46; Fisgard, 46; Aie-. 
lampus, 46; Nercus, 46; Ilaraadryad, 46; Seringapatam, 46; Alacrity^ 
10; Ariel, 10; Atboil, 28; Lyiis', 18 ; Uarracouta, 10; Beagle, 10 ; Bri^, 
10; Bastard, 10; Prince Regent Yacht; Cygnet, 10; Delight, 10;’ 
^inirang, }L8; Eclipse, 10; Emulous, 10; Falcon, 10; Frolic, 10« 

The Ordinaries and Extraordinaries of the Navy for the 
year 1818...:..^,3,57,004 17 3 

< • ~ 

AMERICAN NAVy. 

Nbw York Papers to the 6 th Fcbri^ry hav« been received. They con- 
^11 an important Report from the Navy Board tq the Oratory of tb|i[ 
Navy, stating the proceedings which have bedn biyi under the Act lor. the 
Increase of the^avy. In the SUte N^vy. Yard,'tbeie^are Uie ftames 
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of |e» ltR*>of4>«tde ships ftud ten frigates. The Report proceeds st 
Adlo#t :4-i‘ . . - 

** Of the copper and lead required in the constrdction of the siupi. 
Cntborised, when the quantity contracted for shall be delivered (and nca% 
all has been delivered), we shall have a sufficiency for all the ships of ,tl)^ 
line authorised, aud for ten frigates. Of white oak and pine, it will,he 
perceived that hre have contracted for, and otherwise provided, as fol* 
lows sufficient.quantity of oak plank for seven ships*of (he line and 

four frigates, and nearly all the pine plank required for seven ships of the 
Jioe and four frigates. Beams for five ships of ‘the line and four frigates. 
Ledges, long combigns, and laiiging rimber for seven ships of the line and 
/ive frigates. Knees for six ships of the line and three frigates. Mast stuff 
for three ships of the line and two frigates: and we have also engaged, and 
have now delivering, the keels and keelson pieces for hve ships of the line 
and one frigate. Of cannon, carronades, round and -grape shot, we have 
contracted fur the quantity required for two ships of the line. Of iron, 
we have engaged, and have now on hand* nearly all that is required 
for four shipa of the line and one frigate. Upon the subject of the steam 
batteries, authorized by the law for the * gradual increase of the navy,’ the 
Commissioners have engaged one steam engine of oup hundred horse 
power. Ihe Cuinmissioners have also estahii-ilied an anchor-shop at this 
Navy Yard, where all the anchors required will be made. They are also 
making at this yard iron cables. One ship of the line is ordered to be laid 
down at each of the following Navy Yards; 7nz. Portsmouth, New York, 
Washington, Boston, Philadclpliia, Norfolk. Preparations are also 
making in each of these yards, and materials to n considerable extent have 
been^^llected. Of the shjps ordered to be laid down, those at New York, 
Norfi;^ and Washington, have been put ^ the stocks, and are pro¬ 
gressing; those at the other points named, wiirhe laid down as soon as 
circumstances will admit.” The Report concludes by saying, the Com- 
missiuners have no doubt of being able, if it should be the wish of the 
Kxecutive,” to launch them within tiie period contemplated by law. 

SSnUOASINAAir INSTANCE OF AjTIVE INTREPIDITY IN A NAVAL OFFICSJt. 

The Bristol aud Birmingham mail, on its approach to Gloucester, about 
•levea o'clock at night, on Wednesday, the 4th of March, had a 
very narrow escape from being overset into a pi«^ o'rwater of ly^eat depth, 
at Hardwick-kridge, where ail must have perished: the leaders lost their 
footing, turned short round ; ^on which the guard j;ot down, in the hope of 
hei^ able to guide iheiii through the water; but m the attempt the horses 
fell into the ditch, and pulled the poor fellow nlotig with them. In this 
perilous dilemma, aud with no otl^r prospect than the coach being liko- 
wisa drawQ into the same abyss, a yAng Naval Officer, who was an inside 
PW>#pger, iutrepidiy plunged into the flood, and sn'ironiing with one hatid^ 
with ihe other .drtigi^d the guard on shore; after which. He went to tbH 
assisrancie Of the horses, tut the traces ^ith a knife which he took flrom his 
pocket, and S8V<^. the poor animals from drowning, as well as the coadi 
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l}di»|r«f»et in this appalling situation l Finding it impiibiblifc t»pr6» 
needy the whole of the hones were taken off, and went biilck with ibur df 
the passengers and the guardy to Whitminster Ian (idiont three mike)| 
• BtMTowes, the coacbmany being left on site boa in charge of thecoacb;' An 
dther two passengers having gone to a fa^-house near the spof, wtidA 
thejr were most hospitably treated. It was past six o'clock before the flood 
had sdfliciently subsided to permit of their prosecuting their jdumeyJ 
during tdl which time the coachmau was left at his post; and it was 
past ten on Thursday morning, instead of twelve the preceding nighty befo'rd 
the conch reached Gloucester.—^The Down mail, finding the dangero^ 
state of the road, very properly returned «n Gloucester, and did not prfl^ 
ceed to Bristol till day-light in the,morning. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 



On the Increase ^ our Naval Force, 

• « f 

Letter III. 

UR. EDITOR, SOtA Novemherf 1817. 

I HAVE, 1 trust, been able fully to demonstrate, that it is the obvious 
interest and policy of Britain to render both her navy and her naval 
system more perfect and efficient, as quickly as possible. I have, Sir, 
already referred to the activity which prevails more particularly in Ame¬ 
rica (where their rising navy is now their pride and glory), and np^^'^er- 
severing ardour with which this fondness for maritime exploits 
of the people is followed up by the government of that country, faist rising 
into importance in the scale of nations^' It may be now proper to refer back 
to the Report on the American Navy, which was ordered iiy the Senate at 
the conclusion of the late war; because, in that report, mtftty of the iinpeiv 
fections existing in the British navy are boldly and explicitly stated, and 
said to have baffled hitherto all our attempts to get rid of them ; and the 
pre-eminent good qualities of their own ships, and the superiority of their* 
system, largely descanted on. This report must be admitted to be drawn 
up by an able and rax teriy hand, it seems to have spoken home to the very 
hearts of bur naval rulers, and already liikve they the merif of having, I 
hope most effectually, cured one of the greatest evils which existed in our 
system; viz, the vast vurfety of classes of ships : by theliew naval regulb- 
tionsy, this variety is now greatly done hwny, and will render the supply of 
stores for fleets and squadrons a much simpler and easier business than for* 
merly. Nor is this intprovement t\^ only one to which I trust this abln 
report of the American naval secretary will lead on our part: that rtpeit 
also states, with great confidence, the ability^of one u£ the heavy frigatds 


*’Where there is no impressmeoty hud larger pay. 
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(thej biw nov Mverid ships of the linej launched since the peace) to oc^ 
arith any Britislii mu of war, a few of our three*deckets only excepted, 
when there is uy» Sir: it may, however, well be doubled, whether this 
Msunptionf which nndoubtedly svours much of preittagiltoa, » oorrecit* 
we know that none of these heavy frigates ever dared to wait the approach 
of even our smallest 74 ; and therefore, although they are very fonbklatde 
ships, no doubt, to our frigates, they cannot otherwise be viewed with 
any feelingt of ahxieQr* But that improvements in the size and eunstructioa 
ef our ships of war are greatly wanted, is no longer matllr o£ any doubt; 
U is universally allowed; and it remains to be seen, whether the report 
above alluded to shall not have^so a prevailing voice in making this impoiv 
tant object (one of tital interest to Britain) the basis of her future naval 
greatness, by inducing the Navy and Admiralty Boards to leave notliing 
undone to improve oor ships to the utmost. It may perhaps Ite well to give 
the very words of the* report, they arc truly words of useful import to 
Britain, if unattended to. ** The nature, construction, and equipment of 
the ships which constitute a navy, forms the basis of its efficiency^ dura- 
UUtiff and economy ; and the most important branch in the civil adminis¬ 
tration of afliiirs. The defects in this part of the Briti.*h system have been 
the theme of criticism and reprehension for years past. The most mixiutc, 
laborious, and able investigation has from thtie to time taken plade, under 
the direction and scrutiny of Parliament, yet nothing approximating to 
radical Amendment has been adopted ; and from various causes, the 
advocates of this necessary reform now begin to despair altogether of 
success.” 

We trust, Sir, that these remarks on the impcrfeclions of our system, 
which in time of war it seems was a task too difficult to admit of being fully 
acc«^|y^lted, will induce our naval rulers, nay, we hope has already 
inddQal4hem, now to turn their attention very anxiously to this subject; 
-and Vhlk In time of war could not be with ease or safety entered into, we 
are confident, in time of peace, will be found capable of being not only 
remedicii, but, as I said beibre, will, I hope, lay anew the foundation of 
Britain’s bulwarks, of the most durable mid solid luiitei-ials. I trust. Sir, 
1 need not enter farther into the particuiurs of this repoir, which .shews 
most clearly the dctenninatiuii oT the Ameiican government in compliance 
with the voice of the people, to have a powerful navy as soon as possible; 
enough has been already stated, 1 think, to prove the necessity of liiitaitt 
attending seriously to her’s. Far am 1 from wishing to contempl.-ite war 
(that dreadfu^scourge of nations, and of the human race) as betug near at 
band : this country, and almost every country, has many very weighty rea¬ 
sons for wishing, «if possible, *to avoid it; yet A-'itaiuly, even with the 
strongest inclination for peace, it may happen thtB war may become our 
only alternative : it is then surely’our policy and iiirere.st to be prepared, 
t^t least to have a navy fit to act—to).our navy is oiir right arm, and if by 
any unfortunate chain of events, thislirm is disabled, or rendered power- 
then indeed is the Sun of firittin about to set fur ever. But, Sir, 
khilCktiPQt be; our knowledge of (iur«owQ truest and best interests is so 
great, and our conviction so strong ou this point, that tliere can be n» 
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doubt of «ar taking dveiy possible means to preserve and slctii« (Mtr navit 
aopeemacy; that these means may be judicunufy thosen, is my ardedt 
and an»oas hope; surely ail our experience daring ages of iiaviil 
■ srarfara, cannot go fSt nought; surely ibe j^ssons of the last twenty years 
cannot have been all in vain. We mast, however, gn to the irerf root df 
the etilf and extirpate the canker>worm whichjbas threatened to undermine 
and destroy our navy. 1 hope, Sir, this is the determination of the ^uard 
of Admiralty, and 1 rejoice to think that they have mready given fair p^ 
mise of continuing to do all that is required to render our navy eflhcient, 
aud our system as perfect as possible. Let iiuc, then, this fair promts 
become a dead letter; neither labour noe^^difficulties must be allowed to 
turn them from the good and necessary work they liave undertaken ; an^ 
if a stimulus is wanting, let them look at our military system, and contem* 
plate tlie success which has attended the exertions persevered in in that 
deimrtment; they have been great, dignitied, and ’glorious : those of the 
Admiralty, if persevered in, cannot fail to he equally successful, and 
equally glorious and useful to ^he country; our military system is at this 
tnoineiu the best in Europe, and I hope our naval system will in time 
rival it. 



On our Marine Lofps, Impressment^ 4'r« 

*' Breathes tlierc a man, with soul so dead, 

Who never to biiDScIf hath said. 

This is my own—my native land ! 

Whose heail hath ne'er wiihin him bum’d. 

As home hu footsteps ho hath turn’d. 

From wandering ou a foreign strand ! ” 

MP.. EDITOR, December 6th, 1817. 

HAVE in some former letters adverted to the obvious necessity which 
appears to inc to exist, for goveninieut now to abandon the system of 
impressment, at least so far as to have recourse to it, even during war, onfy 
on the must urgent occasion^, when seamen must be had, and can be ob¬ 
tained by no other means. This subject appears now to liave attracted the 
attention, from the persevering and patriotic exertions of Mr. Urqubart 
and others^ not only of practical seuinen and naval othcers in general, but 
of the whole country; and 1 am sanguine in my hopes, that our marine 
laws, aud the mai itime policy of Britain, will, during t^e prewnt session 
of Parliament, be taken into serious cqnsideratioii. Were the subject of 
Impressment referred to a Cuinmittee of the House of Commons, where 
full evidence could be had of all its horrors (and these scarcely can* 
exaggerated), sure I am, few individil[jils in tiiut Uouse, or in this Country,* 
would be found to say, tbsit any t!ii i: short of necessity could have driveli 
the' government of a free and enligbtciu;d peojj^le lo continue it. Who thRt 

* Why was Bttouepartb’i conscription lavrs abhorred f 
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h convfehant with English histnty, qannot trace back its Origin to tite time 
«vhen Britain possessed only a hired navy, and when every sea-port was 
ordered to funiisli a certain number of ships fully ^panned ahti alined, to 
continue in the King’s service iintir discharged. But, Mr. Editor, t appre^ 
bend the time is now arrived, when our men of war ought to be manned in 
a different manner ; viz. "dby volunteers—by seamen who are willing and 
teady to serve Uicir country, but for a certain limited time only: all, or 
¥ery nearly all, including many naval officers with whom J have conversed, 
seem to agree, that this is now absolutely necessary. Can it,*I would nsk, 
be supposed, can it be reasonably expected, if. we are to continue to wield 
trident, that seatpen, arri^ng porhaps after a long s'oynge, and hoping, 
fondly hoping, to embrace a beloved wilir, children, and friends, if instead 
of their welcome, they meet that of'a ruffian press-^ani!, who tear them 
from all they hold dear, place them in confinemciu in the tender of such a 
gang, amidst other unfortunates like themselves : is it, 1 would ask again, 
to be supposed that such treatment, which is oidy the beginning of a man 
of war\ matins life at sea, does not tend, doe»not go very far indeed to extin* 
guish love of Cimntry-—il\at only i^tficient principle, that soul-impelling 
guide, which prompts, animates, nnd supports, in the day of battle, in the 
hour of danger. It is true, Sir, British seftpien, whether pressed info .the 
service or not, have iieter yet tarnished their glory, or the former lustre of 
their hecoic deeds ; but is it nut a truth, undeniable, that the adcctioiis of 
many, of very many, of our seamen,^ve been withdrawn from their native 
country, and tlicir love towards it e^ced ; tliat lose of country, which 
continucth so long, and which scarcely any thing can altogether eradicate ; 
and that during the latter years of the war, particularly with America, too 
man^ of them were seduced, tome by seduction openly practised and 
enctM^ed by the Ameiiciiiis, but not a few solely Irom their Jong con* 
tinued>;;ttii'd protracted detention in the service, after being originally forced 
into it by iinprcssiiient.-—It surely tiicii becomes tlic business of govern'* 
ment to ascertain, if by no otiicr pructicnbic means our navy can be iiian*' 
ned in time of war—of ordinary vvar. Many naval otiieers think that it is 
very possible, by ilie adoption of pu'per measures of encouragement; and 
Mr. Urquliait undertakes lu ptuve, and to make it demonstrable to the 
meanest capacity, that it is our policy to make the attempt. I' trust 
government will not defer eiueiing into liie consideration of this important 
matter; for without tis sanction the Admiralty cannot (however willing) 
undertake it of themselves; and 1 certainly think it becomes th^ duty of the 
merchants aild ship-owners of the United Kingdom, to urge on that inquiry 
^hicb must previously be ni^dc into the whole system of our marine policy, 
laws, and customs, many of which.were enacted for earlier and different 
times, and much of which, I beiigve, requires reconsideration and revision. 
It is certainly the opinion of niun)iii that in order eificiently to man our 
ships of war, greater encouragemeutiibould be given, and limited periods of 
service ought to be introduced ; unaif the cruel, oppressive, and degrading 
system of impressment so loltg followed, can be dispensed with, I am very 
confident the British government will Alow it to become a dead letter iu uli 
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time to come, except in cases of the most extreme dan;;er, end imminent 
peril; and when it is thus resorted to, undoubtedly the men ought to be 
released from service m soon as possible, and notie kept who do not eater 
Voluntarily. • 

Some additional expense may, in consequence of bounties, be enta'iled on 
the country, but a great grievance will be dofu away, afTecting both the 
seamen and their employers, whose interest, sis well as duty, it is to advo¬ 
cate their cause. 1 hope, Sir, that these importsint matters will be soop 
taken into consideration, and referred to nCommiltee of tiic House of Com* 
mons, where will be found men well able to make the fullest inquiry, and 
to draw up an able report on the sutiject: the excellent reports on man]^ 
otlier truly important and interestmg subjects, whirii have lately proceeded 
from that honourable house, and which will doit such lasting honour, must 
assure every reasonable man, that the truth will there be beard, and that 
what is proved to be for the good, for the interest of ttie nation, what is now 
demonstrated to be our best policy as a naval poaer, hitherto mistress of 
the seas> will be carried into effect. 





On the intention of Government to import Ship-timberfrom TrkstCf i^e, 

t 

UR. EDITOR, * 12th January, 1818. 

S EVERAL of your Correspondents* having expressed gieat, and, no 
doubt, becoming and praiscwortliy anxiety, on the necessity of with, 
out delay making every exertion to increase our navy, by constructing new 
ships On the same plan, and of similar dimensioits, to the American men 
of war ; I am inclined to think the following information will bej^hly 
acceptable to them, and to all who are interested in luaintHining our mval 
supremacy (and who that values the nninrs of Englishman is not so) ; viz. 
that government are now engaged in chartering ships, to proceed imme¬ 
diately to Trieste fur timber, and that 8000 ton of shippiii;; belonging to 
Hull a/ongf according to my informutiun, hate been taken up for this pur¬ 
pose : the employment of so many iargef vessels in this manner must, t 
1 think, produce an improvement in freights, and create no inconsiderable 
employment in the same way for some time to come, if the report ns to the 
^uulity of the wood proves correct, of which luile doubt is entertained*- 
nor is this all. Since the arrival uf the Americfiii ship of (he line, the 
Franklin, in our ports, the First Lord of the Admiralty has pro^eded in 
person to Portsmouth, iiuorder to be fully aWare of the wxe, dimension^, 
tonnage, and equipment of this “ non-pareil,” this chef d'ouvre of the art 
of ship-building; and it is cuiifiticntly stated, so soon ns the naval estimates 
have passed, and tlie Austrian timhl^T is brought to England, that he 
means to give immediate directions fw laying down at least ten or twelve 
sings of similar dimensions and constructions^ ns the American, and also 

--- 1 - — ■ ■ ■ 

* 1 alluae to Albion, J. C. Neplunus, and Anon. Vol. xxxviii. pp. 458.460.464a 
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some Iteavy frigates, as vacancies on the slips take place, by launching 
those now on the stocks. 

This is worthy of Lord Melvilje, and of a FirsWLord who holds it bis 
first duty, and greatest honor, to watch over Britain’s Wooden Walls. 
am sure it will give universal satisfaptjon to fhe country, and entitle him to 
the praise and approbation df all true Britons. 




)eciar 




On Teak Ships, 

• 

MR. EDITOR, . Zd February, 1818, 

A S 1 observe that some of the writers in the N. C. are anxiously recom* 
mending to government to build ocr additional number of large men 
of war of teak wood, both on account of the want of oak timber in this 
country, and of the bad quality of what is imported from foreign countries, 
as has been so incontostahl v, and hy fatal experience, proved, in the early 
decay of many of luir nenest ships,.! think it maybe of consequence to 
lay bcfoie youi readers the following observations on that subject, from 
which 1 hope it will be very evident, liiat jiich recommemiaiions are luclL 
deserving of notice, being founded on the clearest arguments, and best 
information. A late writer on this subject has well observed, that from 
the state of the sliipping and timber in Great Britain, it is evident that 
some new resource is very much wanted, both for the use of the Bast India 
Company, and fur national purposes and this resource, it appears, hap¬ 
pily presents itself within the territories of the Cast India Company them¬ 
selves. They are now possessed, by the fortune of war, of a country oq 
the f^st of Malabar, that is covered with forests of almost unbounded 
extoll^ plained with ship-timber (teak) of a quality so superior to all other, 
(hat the ships which are built of it arc allowed to be the most durable in 
the world ; these forests m e so situated, being in the vicinity of large rivers, 
as to render the transportation of the timber to ilie sea coast, and to where 
the ships are built, very easy and convenient: and the Marquess of Wellesley 
has stated, that these forests are able to furnish tonnage to any amount, 
and that large and thriving piantations have hi'cn made in Bengal, and that 
the cultivation of that timber is spreading over Bcngai.” It is a great 
national consideration, therefore, whether any sound and sutficient reason 
exists against the public availing themselves viry fully of sucii^a valuable 
resource for Completing our navy as the East afibrds; we have already five 
or Six seventy-four’s of teak .wood; and it remains only to be ascertained 
whether the good qualities of those ships warrant our use of that wood in 
building our men of war in future ; from all I have learned on the sbbject, 
this wood answers equally well for »en of war as merchantmen, being so 
durable as to last thirty years witli sitircely any repairs, very safe in bat.tle, 
and in bad weather; it is, however, round, 1 believe, to belittle calculated 
for fast sailing; hut even if Such is the case, the advantages are many and 
preponderating ; und we have scarcely a choice lefl, but to use teak, or 
Ury inferior oak, which will not dp, so long as the dry-rot continues t (4 
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inf^t our eliips. It has been stated, but not correctly, that tbe expense of 
teak ships would be much more considerable than those of oak ; even were 
it so, they are certainly from all accounts better worth tbe money ; but in 
'^oint of fact it will be found giherwiSe, if the following estimate, whiofa 
was made some years ago, be arall correct; it was by a merchant of expe- 
rienccy engaged in the India trade, but unconnected with government. 


The expense of building n line-of-battle ship of 2,600 tohs 

. in India, of. Malabar teak ... 50,000 

Temporary equipment for bringing her to Rnghind would be 10,000 
Sailing expenses, 200 men for eight mouths .......... 10,000 


70,000 

Allow this ship to carry cotton to Chinn, and bring home 
tea, and her freight would be at 15l, tun; or rathet- 
load her with teak wood for the use of the dobk-yards 
in England, and it will amount at the same rate to .. . 37,500 


32,500 

Leaving an righty-six gun ship, that will last thirty years, 
to cost, on her arrival in England, only 32,500/. 

a 

Government appear very sensible of the importance of this valuable $ub~ 
stitute for oak, and their diligence in continuing to construct new ships of 
teak, both in India and in the royal duck-yards in England, vrill no doubt 
correspond with the evident advantages resulting from it; within these few 
years, we have seen several fine teak ships added to our naval force, now 
greatly reduced in number; and it must be the vvish of every one to see tlifi 
same system pursued with increased vigour, except it can be proved that 
this wood is dffectire in any other respect, of which I am unaware. I cer¬ 
tainly do nut mean to say, that the use of oak should be relinquished; but 
I do very nmcli fear, that if no preventive or security against the greatest 
enemy of opr navy, the dry-rot, is not soon discovered, we shall be obliged 
per force to give ijl up, nnd employ teak and mahogany, or other woods, in 
its place. 

1 have much pleasure in observing th^ very excellent arrangements 
now in preparation fur despatching four vessels to prosecute disco¬ 
veries at Dqvis* Straits, and Greenland, as formerly suggested, with a 
view, if possible, to discover a North West Passage, and force their way to 
the North Pole. Whatever may be the event of these voyages, whether 
successful (as 1 hope they will be) or not, every praise is cerfktnly dqp to^ 
|be First Lord and Board of Admiralty, fur their so readily and properly 
acceding to tbe wishes of tbe country and nautical men on this subject. 

Under the guidance of the two able officers to whom it is entrusted and 
^tted out ill the ample and complete nm'iner it will be, we have every rea«< 
$on to expect and hope for the mpt gratilying results; every friend to 
useful discovery, and the encuurag^ent of scientific pursuits, will bf 
dc^iy iulerested in the «veut| which 1 iiope and trust will be fortunate,' 
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Itll. EDITOn, 

I AM happy to observe you hove^been fjgiablefi to lay before your readers' 

the'biographicnl memoir of Sir Hugh Paliiser; in announcing which, 

however, you have, 1 tliink, fallen into a slight error, when you call hifn 

one of tlie Ust of the naval heroes of the old scliool. 

I am iiK'lincd to believe, that several other equally import|int and interest* 

ing memoirs are ver wanting to entirely complete the set; andl think it is 

to be regretted it should not be made as complete as possible; had libe 

materials for runiishing biographical iqemoirs of any of the following gallant 

officers of I hat dav, I would be most happy to send them to you ; but 1 

trust some of ihc many readers and contributors to your excellent work may 

be able to render vou that assisttince : I think the Naval Chronicle has not 
* . • • • 

hithertoiieen einhellislipH by the memoirs of the late gallant, although un¬ 
fortunate, Admiral Byron ; Sir Robert Harlaiid, Lord Keppel's second 
on the 27th July ; nor of Sir James Wallace, one of the very best officers 
of bis day, and whose last exploit was, his gallant defence of Newfound- 
laud against the French admiral, iiichcy, in the begiiiniiigof the revolutionary 
war ; iliere are, no doubt, some others, butj only recollect these at prd^ept. 
I am, however, sensible that tlie memoirs of deceased officers of that period 
are not now very easily obtainable, and will soon, it is to he feared, be be¬ 
yond your reach; T therefore would recommend it to those possessing ma¬ 
terials for their compilation, to lose no time in forwarding them to you : 
nor would those of any officer of good conduct, who has fallen or died in his 
country’s service, be unacceptable, but the contrary, as 1 am persuaded 
you are very desirous of rendering this part of your work as full and perfect 
pqsjihlc; but to accomplish which, great assistance is often necessary. 

' 6^ • / / ^ 
and tJTdt 


tmirer 
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On t/ie Emplopmcnt of our Seamen, 

HK. EDITOR, lOth Fehmer^f 1818. 

I AM surpfised to observe, that amidst all that has been done, and is 
still doing, for our deserving, but now destitute seamen, no more 
efiectual plan has yet been adopted^ for getting employment for them on 
their own natke clement. Surely put of the port of London at this leason 
of the year, wlicii the spring ships pre fitting out, and when the Admirnlty*- 
knve so pro perly conmiissiuned half ^lozeii frigates and sloops to give them 

* This was a prudent and w dll-timed measure; an^ 1 hope to see goveromdnt 
always-alive to such excellent feelings, anS as willing to assist aud cherish our 
•eauicn by acts of kindness; its cil'evts will be wondciful. 
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employ, there cnn be no mighty difficulty in getting the number of seamen, 
900 meiii* under the superhitendance and protection of the Committee^ 
^ immediately turned over to actual ^ployment. Why do not the ship* 
owners agree auiongst themselves to select their seamen from thejie recei^ 
tacles, where they will, I make no doubt, find men of alt descriptions eager 
and willing to be employed: why do not the captains of East and West 
Indiamen, of the Greenland ships, and of all British vessels, agree to giv* 
a preference to«these poor men; were this done, their numbers would soon 
be diminished, and the distress alleviated. I am very sure, under the 
direction of the Committee mow labouring in their behalf, every thing posst* 
ble will be done, not only to remove their present misfortunes, but to pre* 
vent a recurrence of the evil; and before retiring from their benevolent 
and praisc'worthy exertions, I hope they wi)f earnestly and anxiously call 
the attention of government to the subject, pointing out the causes of the 
present distress, and the means they conceive likely to prevent its being 
again experienced to the same extent: the time cannot, I conceive, be far 
distant, when our naval policy must prove the sulject of serious and earnese 
consideration to the British L,egisluture. 

TO THE RIGHT llON. LORD MELVILLE. 

On our Naval Force, ^c. 

** Britannia rules the Waves.” 

MY LORD, Februarif 7 th, 1018. 

rWlHESE few emphatic words speak volumes to every Englishman; the 
■M. duniinion of the seas is his boast and glory; it is his birtiiright, 
acquired by the valour and hiood of his forefathers; and during the late 
wars proved, bad proof been necessary, beyond all contradiction, that 
Britain is^/ar more a naval than a military power: it is not, I think, at all 
necessary to urge this, because the feelings, as welt as the habits, of the 
people demonstrate the truth of tby assertion in the mostpowerful and con* 
vincing manner; for during our late war with America, was not this shewn 
in the fullest manner, during the continuance of tiieir short-lived success at 
sea, where, althougb our ships were invariably overpo\^’ered by superior 
force, could any thing exceed the chagrin, dis^ppointniem, tud inortificn* 
tioii which was experienced throughout the kingdom, from one end of it to 
the other; (be indignaot'feeliiigs of the people were, as you wUl recollect, 
my Lord, uiiiversaiiy and loudly expressed ; and I then thought, und.ftiR 
believe, (hey were well and patriotic^y expressed; no unmanly fear, no 
unnecessary despondence, was shewff; but a very powerful call was made 
on government, and on your Lordsbiji; as First Lord of the Admiralty,, td 

. . . ■' - ■ ■■■■ . I ' --- - - ^ 

* Whose chsractvrs are far superior to the cqi^itioQ misfortuae has reduced 
tbera to. 
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prepare immcdiatelj/ the means of attacking our new enemy on equal terms, 
end with ships of similar dimensions and force: great surprise, and no small 
indignation, were also manifested, that so little previous attention had been 
shewn towards a matter of such impolhtaiice: here, 1 think, however, public * 
opinion erred, because neither you, my Lord, nor our naval officers in 
general, had supposed the American ships so every way superior to our 
own in power, as was proved to be the case on trial. Since peace has been 
concluded, tee know that the government of America ha| been putting 
forth its utmost vigour to enlarge and increase its naval power; roe knm 
that it has great command of the materials for acquiring a powerful navy; 
we alto know, my Lord, that it lias hitj^erto judiciously and wisely applied, 
those means: we have heard of their maMtime regulations; we have seen 
their ships, and crews, of every class and description; and we are com* 
polled, however reluctantly, to admire, and, if we are wise, to rightly 
appretiate, their power *nnd efficiency. 

We have just seen the Franklin depart from our ports : you, my Lord, 
have yourself teen this ship, as well as many of our most eminent naval 
officers ; and from the statement of Iron Gun, and A Ilulf-pay Officer, at 
pages 56 and 5B, it appears that we have no ship in the navy at present 
capable, as now armed, to contend on any tj^ing like equal terms with ber^ 
as she exceeds the force of one of our thrcc«deckers as 3 to 2, and our 
74's, ns 4,to 2. No longer, my Lord, can government, or the Board over 
which you preside, attempt to shut its eyes to these sure indications of the 
rising greatness of the navy of America; its progress is equally rapid, as its 
increasing power is, I conceive, certain ; and it is fortunate, in my opinioUy 
that we have from experience been warned, fully warned, I hope, of this 
important truth. When war again agitates the world, it is with the navy 
of America that Britain will have to contend in earnest ; and sooner or 
later, my Lord, the gauntlet will be thrown down : shaU we delay, there¬ 
fore, to make due and adequate preparation for “ coming events? ” Shall 
we sec these line and doubly armed American ships within our ports, their 
squadrons sweeping the Mediterranean Sea, and the South American shores, 
and making settlements in the Pacific Ocean, and be still f Shall we view 
these formidable means, and conjtomplatc their rapid increase, and shall 
we on our part shew no signs of corresponding vigour, of becoming activity, 
ill preparing similar sliips ? I certainly have the strongest wish, iny Lord, 
to believe that you do not contemplate all this without feeling impressed 
with tlie necessity of immediately giving orders for building ships/>f similar 
powers, and orarming those capable of carrying guns of larger calibre in the 
American style; and thcrefqre, although I fed ^he strongest desire to 
enforce die adoption of these wise and prudent measures on your Lordship's 
attention, yet find myself restrained,not n little, from the firm conviStion, 
that when the Naval Estimates arw brought forward, you will take the 
earliest opportunity of fully shewing y("ur own impression on this subject, 
by bringing forward plans and estimal^s for preparing the proper and effec¬ 
tual means of our contending with every foe, be their power what it may. 
Let me, therefore, only suggest, that if your conviction of these great and 
important truths is strong, it only equals that of the public mind ; on this 
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wliicct it hM, fortuniitely for Knwliiad (for here indifference nnd procre'l* 
lination is rein), but one common feeling, nnd that is the bononr-nnd glory 
Wid success of its navy; and it judges well,,/br is it notf my TAtrd, mtr prtunt 
jbyse, und tmr ^ure pmttctim. To ^oo, ns head of that hbnoMrable pro* 
iinsioB, and the <lircctor of its power, England now says, in the strongest 
and most animating language, ** guard well our shores." If, niy Lord, 
cere it taken to prepare a new and powerful navy, so that we niiglit fight 
fairly, and on gqual terms, the contest cannot be doubtful; if our ships are 
suflieientj 'heartt oak are our men ; and we have nothing to fear; but let 
us not a second time bp culled on to fight our irans-atlaiitic foes with 
imodequate meam. 1 think the Half-pay Oriicor is under pur in demanding 
ttoly one hundred sail of the line as a sufficient navy; let us liave at least 
fifty more of proud and stately ships, whose force may front the battle’s 
hottest fire. ^ 

I trust, my Lord, soon to bear that tome keels are laid,'' and that the 
work is to be vigorously prosecuted ; far better is ii now to make prepnra* 
lion, tlian when the day of trial comes to have every thing to do i this 
were neither wise nor prudent, nnd,the British government never surely 
will aguiii fall into such an error, after once receiving such n lesson of expe* 
rience. ■ Be it then your Lors'ship’s pride and glory to give to us a navy 
woi lily of Britain, ami equal to the hopes and wishes of her gallant suns. 

1 am, Sir, &c. 

vAfldtor. 

Remarlis on tlte CmattiUee fot' the Relief of Diitressed Seamen, 


MR. EDIIOR, 

I HAVE observed, in a late advertisement of the Committee fur the 
relief of Distressed Seamen, published in the FubHc ledger of the 
]4t]i ult. the follow iiig remarks 'l iic late appeal offers ample prqyf, 
that the call of Britisli Seamen will always he listened to with alacrity, 
whenever their necessities sluili render them objects of the curu and con* 
sideratiun uf their fellow>countryiiien." I have also read, ia a Serinou, 
preached and published by a Reverend Geiitleinaii, to distressed Seamen, 
the following passage:—Nor has the goveriiiiicntof your cuuiitiy been 
less warm ami active in your cause. What was proper and coosistc^C 
has been 'dune." « 

How far these assertions are founded on fact, 1 leave to the judgment of 
others; but allow me to ask you, Sir, if such assertions are not an insult 
to the feelings and understandings of British Seamen ? Numbers of tHem 
had been, for many years, deprived ,^f their just rights and liberties as 
Britisli subjects, througli the evils f*f impressment ; aud, when their ser* 
vices were not further required, 'tw many^ oC^them were allowed to be 
reduced to a state of starvation, before tbeitMiocessities were noticed. No 
exertion was made for tlioir relief, until the «||tut of humanity towards 
tiiein became so glaring, that it staipped ingratitude and shame on their 
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fellow'countrytnen, ft>r neglecting their past services and sufTerings.* 
Then, and only then, remorse of conscience called forth those charitable 
feelings which are now so loudly vaunted. And what is the amount of 
what th|ir benefactnra are doing for them ? Treatiugiiheiu as paupers,^ 
and endeavouring to impress upon their minds a sense of gratitude, for 
Svhatthey now deem favours conferred upon them, although, iu fact, they 
are only performing those duties, which the government of the country, and 
the Corporation of the Trinity House, ought, before thU tiine, to have 
performed. 

As a British Seaman, I now call upon the .Committee for Distressed 
Seamen, and also upon the Rcverend«Gentleman, to prove the assertions 
they have advanced ; and to say, where is the man that has come forward 
with alacrity in the cause of British Scamrii, to maintain their just rights 
nnd privileges as Brttis^i subjects, conformable to the calls I* which I have 
made upon them, in behalf of iny profession, to do away impressment, the 
root of all the evils which now attend them, and which has attended them 
for ninny years past—the scourge and bane of their happiness and welfare, 
that blasts their social comforts tiiui prosperity in life, and ruins their 
moral character.^ If no such person can be pointed out, which I believe 
cannot be denied, what becomes of their btkasted principles of Christianity, 
feelings of huinunity and generosity, towards British Seamen ? Wiicrc are 
those phUantliropic feelings, so often expressed in the cause of Negro Sla> 
very, while the slavery of Britisli Seamen rerauni unnoticed ? Perhaps the 
emancipation of this class of British subjects from llieir present state of 
bondage, is not deemed an object worthy tiie consideration of their fellow* 
countrymen ; yet, to relieve the African from a state of slavery, is deemed 
of the very first importance. Britons! reject sincerely on this subject ; as 
on this question hereafter will depend the fate of these realms. 

* Mr. Willterfurcv, when addressing the Meeting convened to I'ortii an 
auxiliary Bible Seciely fur merchant seamen, iu ibe Kgyptian Hail, said, “ You 
owe a double share of gratitude tn seamen, for tbeir past services and suiiermgs 
in the cause oflbeir country." If such u the fset, surely that genlleinaii and his 
friends, whose feelings are se affcijted with whatever relates to Negro Slavery, 
owght, agrct'ably to tlieir own acknowledgments, to pay the doable debt of gra- 
tiliide due to Britiib seamen, by acliiig with chnstiun charity towards them, and 
endeavouring to tree them from the evils of iinpressinent. This one act would 
tend to improve their mural conduct more than all thafoiiual discourses on mora¬ 
lity which could be addressed to them hy all the leverciid geiitleiueUf and others 
so inclined in this Inngdotn. 

*f 1 feel no hefitation to aslerti that, if the plan'which 1 suggested to Lord 
Melville, to do away inpresswent, had been adopted, when first subraitled fur 
his consideration, it would have guarded our seamen from those calamities whiirii 
have befallen tbeu since the couclusiun of the war, and would, hereafter, prevent 
them from ngaiu falling iatoasiasilaralai,: ef distress and degradation. 

t Mr. C. Grant, sen. M.F. when .ad messing the before-mentioned Meeting uz 
the Egyptian Hail, said, <*Tba*t the salvation of this country hereatter would 
depend upon the moral caadbet of our seameu.” 

Dab. dirotuVoi. XXXIX. * v v 
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I presume tluit tlie Clmirman of the Committee must allow, that the 
asaertiuit nlludeii to in the adverUsenient, does not correspond with the 
answer 1 lately received from the Ship Owner's Society, to ipy public letter 
• addressed to that Body, and puhlishetfin your late number fer February. 

To the Reverend Gentlemen, I would recommend to preach arid publish 
a sermon on the oppressed state of British Seamen, to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, the Corporation of the Trinity House, and to such persons in 
these realms aj profess to cheri:.!) the principles of cltristianity towards man¬ 
kind in gerieriil, but who arc more particularly zealous for the abolition of 
African Slavery. Perhaps the Reverend Gentleman will find, in the Gospt-J 
i)f ^fatthew, chapter the 22(1, and v;erse the 39th, and the latter clause of 
tiiat verse, a text suitable for the/)CcaBioiu 

I am, &c. HiC. 


JJoytVt, Coffee-House, 
Mnnh 4, 1818. 






1 TJic case of the Widows of Naval Officers considered, 

Ma tniTOR, March 13/A, 1310. 

Y our having given publicity to my former communications on nnv.i] 
.subjects, induces me again to request your valuable work, the Naval 
Chronicle, may be the medium of the ideas I am now about to submit, 
on a very di.stre$sed and certainly a very numerous proportion of persons 
who iiave been immediately connected with tlie British navy, I mean the 
tvidows of ofiicers, whose misfortunes and privations have obviously arisen 
irotn those causes that have tended to the proud pre-eminence we hare, as 
a nation, attained. Consequently it behoves every liberal mind to take an 
interest in the amelioration of any individual calamity that may, un.avoida- 
bly, have arisen to that sex, who are neither fitted nor intended to make 
tiiose exertions for their maintenance, in avenues ever open to the masen- 
line part of the creation. 

From day to day since the Parliament assembled, I have observed the 
reports of bills before the House, trusting the coiiiments began last sesskiii 
on the subject to which I allude, would have met successful perseverance. 
Such not'being the casCf I beg to suggest the very just and liberal conse¬ 
quences that would arise from a general superannuation of ail widows filling 
situations in departmenVs subject to tba Adihiralry, whbse services exceed 
the period of ten years. Such a retirement would enable the present and 
future naval ministers to assist those^titioners whose claims have beCa 
noted for consideration from year.to year, and by one First Lord after 
aumher, whilst the widow and herWphans still pine in hopeless misery. 
^Rtmly a period of ten years must have eitah|ed every widow (for the pen* 
iions are not discotirinned) to hare accumulate a turn, the interest of 
which would make a very considerable additioo to her income. It may 
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be taken for granted, also, that »hc cannot have anjr children totidly tutpro- 
vided for after such a period of widowhood. Her sons are in the navy, or 
other professions, and her daughters either married, or on the coropas* 
sionate list. Consequently, widows *!so situated are accun^lating fortunes,* 
whilst others, of equal rank, are sinking under anxiety. Now, were the 
occupants of such places invariably superannuated after ten yearis servitude, 
it would give an opportunity to a fresh succession, and so on; widows and 
orphans, ad infinitum^ would profit, to a certain degree, 1:^ these institu¬ 
tions, which are admirable in every respect, save and except in the instance 
of confining their hetiefics to so limited a number of widows. On the first 
establishment of these great national retreats fur veteran sailors, and those 
incapacitated by temporary illness, at the 4 >ofts, the British navy was on the 
most limited scale; and no human foresight could have provided for all the 
causes and necessities of amendment tha' have occasiunal'y taken place itt 
a service of such unexampled magnitude. The pensions to widows are 
befitting the character of a great and liberal nation, who must have the 
duty of ecoiimny in view, as well as the provision for the claims of every 
rank of subject; and by a widow being appointed to fill the situation 
alluded to for the space of ten years, she would be placed in cotnfurtabie 
circumstances (provided she be frugal) for^the remainder of her life. • For 
instance: as we may presume that the matr-ms of Greenwich, and ail other 
hospitals* do not draw on the fuads arising from the pension, only just cal¬ 
culate, that *a captain's widow would realize, in ten ’years, the sum of 
eight hundred pounds, and all others in proportion; certainly then such 
persons arc not objects of the national bounty, and such must have been 
the original iiueiition when those appointments were given to the widows 
of oflicers.—Should this convey au idea to the First Lord of the Admiralty* 
w|)lch might not hitherto Inive oecurred, I shall not tie the lust among 
those disposed to praise that nubieinan’s character and talent, though 
totally disinterested in the administration both uf navy, military, and 
tuariups; and only your humble servimi, and 



On the I)rtf Hot. 


MR. RDWOR, Janvarjf 1818 . 

A SUBJECT to whicli tlie attention of fiomc of your valuable 
CorrespoiuTcnts has 6eeii directed, is undoubtedly of the greatest 
importance to the nation, as it afiects not only her vital interest^ in the 
well being of her navy, but also li^r imperious expenditure for the mainte¬ 
nance of this arm of her power. Who can accurately estimate the iiiiliions 
that have been consumed, during’ the lust twenty-five years, by the 
dri/.rot f « 

The observations of your intelligent borresponddiit, J. C. on this subject, 
are deserving of the cuusideratiun of every mtva in the country, whu feels the 
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least degree of interest in her f rosperity, be his situation or rabk what It 
may. It might be imagined, that it cannot be beyond the power of 
research to discover, whether this destroyer of British ships of war in the 
* present day, is almost a stranger to merchant vessels; and if so, whether 
this proceeds from the difiierent state of the timber of which they are built, 
or from any other cause ? Were it to be supposed it was caused in any 
degree by a crowded respiration, then ships of war of all nations, since the 
invention of cannon, wpuld have been suliject to its ravages; but this by 
no means appears to have been the case* Nor does there appear uny 
authentic record to establish tlie opinion, that in former ages, this moderit 
consumer of the British navy made any great impression, if any, on the 
frames of the ships of which it was then composed. 

I do not pretend to maintain tirat this is absolutely the case, hut T be¬ 
lieve that old British slops of war have been strangers to this diseasex 
except where it may liavc been introduced by modern repairs. 

If this can be csiablished as an undeniable fact, it must then he inferred, 
that the cause proceeds from the different modes of preparing the tinilicr; 
rejecting that which appeared diseased ; and it might also be, in a greater 
or less degree, from tlie difltrent time uf felling the trees. Although the 
latter miglit have some effect upon its durability, it does nut appear, if 
properly seasoned before used, why it should produce tiit vegetable fungus^ 
called the dry-rot, more than if cut at any other lime. 

It would also he of iinporlaiicc to discover, whether any particular spe¬ 
cies is more subject to the rot than anutlier, where all arc alike iii a con¬ 
fined slate ; or if it be more liable to take place where fir is used with oak. 

Your Correspondent, J. C. mentions the after*hold ns being the most 
liable to the disease ; but are not utiicr parts of the ship ns much confined, 
especially the fore magarine r Is tlicrc any tiling in the sulphur or salt¬ 
petre to counteract its effects? Or is there any ciiiission from the vegeta¬ 
ble antiscorbutics, now in use in tlie navy, and which are kept in the after- 
part of sliip^*, which can be supposed to have any eficct in producing the 
disease ? 

Wiicii timber is not propoi ly seasoned, tlie exclusion of air will cer¬ 
tainly cause its decay; but tins may not, and I believe does net, invariably 
produce a fungus. 

As fur as I have been able to discern the rot in timber, or dissolution of 
its parts, from an internal cause, it appeared to be effected in two ways, 
first, by fiot being properly seasoned, and placed in confined s^timt^ns, it 
will moulder, or rot, and decay; yet without any appearance of fungus. 
Whether many may duitoiniiiate this the drjl-rut, I carfnutsay;' but it'is 
uiideaiably a decay produced by au internal cause* 

The second cause is from the vegetal^ fungus, a more formidable enemy i 
as its ravages soon extetid in a fearful degree,^ especially after it has been 
suffered to spread to any extent; wh^.h it may easily do in many places iR 
a sliip, without being much noticed. Itjuay be worthy of iuquiry, whe¬ 
ther this vegetable can existwithpftt the presepce of timber? Ti^erefor^^ 
whether the latter is alone capable of its piodoctiiQu ? 
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T am of opinion it may exist wiiiiout the presence of timber ; but perhaps 
it may be necessary, to nive vimnir to its vcj^etation. Tiiis opinion is not 
hazarded without proof. 1 had latc'iy an opportunity of oltserving tlie fact 
in a dwelling-house : 1 believe it h4d hcc-n subject for a number of years 
what is called the dry-rot, produced by the vegetable fungus; the wain¬ 
scoting had been removed, and a part of the floor affected, and new put in 
its place> In about twelve months afterwards, towards the end of sum¬ 
mer, small kpobs of fungus were perceived siiootipg between the wainscot¬ 
ing and floor, and also in some places through the joints of* the former. 
This was thought little of ; hut at the same time scraped away whenever il 
appeared. It, however, continued to increase, and to shoot out larger 
licails of fungus; so that by the '(^pond summer, the joints of the 
wainscoting bad opened, some near a quarter of an inch, being fliled with 
fungus ail the length ; in a comer it wa>. found quite rotten ; the wainscot¬ 
ing bent in hicadihs ifiwardt, tending fast to utter decay. 

It was now found necessary, to prevent il spreading fartlicr in the liouse, 
to clear away the part affected, when the wood was found covered over, in 
the inside, by a texture having the appeal ance of a coliweb; but which was 
evidently the production of the vegetable, and the cause of tlie new 
w.imbCoting and floor decaying. The latter i'cing three times the thtckntss 
ui the former, had not suffered so much as to be altogether iiseicE'ri hut had 
ucai-l\ ill an equal degree of substance. The vcgcUihie was observed to be 
rooted in the wall, which might have been built near tifty years, or pcriiaps 
longer, and seemed partly cuiiipuscd of a black earth mixed with the 
stones. In this earth the fibrous roots were found deeply seated and 
extending, and were pulled out in pieces of several inches in length. Nor 
did they appear of a fragile sul;stnnce, such as might have been expected* 
but exhibited a degree of toughness, and when pulled, brought off part of 
the roots. An old part of the floor was left untouched; either its state did 
not agree with the nature of the vegetable, or it required mure time to 
^tend upon it; the first is perhaps the most likely. 

From the facts related, it appears, that this vegetable may exist, and 
lurk for years in a kind of dormant state, in old w'alls, causini; a rusty kind 
of appearance on stones ; but is ready to extend itself on the surface of 
wood, which may not be properly seasoned ; sliooting out branches, that 
Jj)te the ivy, root tlteuiselves where they find a favourable situation ; and 
thus extends itself, shooting out fungus as a kind of fruit; and diffusing 
iticif in a cobweb-like substance over the inner side of wood, suitable for 
lU propagarion ; which soon produces the rot, by destroying its texture. 

^ Tn the house already mentioned| in a pUce not far from that mentioned, 
but where no signs of the vegetable had been observed, some_/ir sawdust 
had been used fur stowing bottk^ which was not very dry at the ttmo, and 
might have been from rather gruRn planks. In less than twelve months, 
large pieces of fungus were seen rising over the bottles, and shooting out in 
all directions from tlie sawdust, ^/n the bottles being removed, many were 
found covered with the cnbwcb-like siibstance already mentioned, and 
adhering so tenaciously to some, m* to require scraping from the hollof” 
pf the bottoms, as well as from thf other parts. At the liotioin of thes i 
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du»t was observed tlie same fibrous appearances as in the wali| which were 
taken up in pieces of a foot in length with the branches, covered over, with 
sawdust adhering to them ; but no roots appeared growing in the earth. 

^ere an inquiry appears necessary; was it produced by the sawdqst ? or 
from a lurking and unperceived branch of that already noticed ? From a 
more recent appearance, 1 am inclined to think by the saw-dust. In ano> 
ther house, where the dry-rot has never appeared, a quantity of sawdust, 
and of the sqme kind as tlte former, had been put together, and although 
previously exposed to the sun and wind fur some time, still, not being 
cborougbly seasoned, it exhib’ted the presence of moisture. This caused 
the whole to be again removed, and exposed to the sun and air, when 
lumps appeared in some places, as If something were forming within; and 
at the bottom, and upon a wall, some appearances, to say the least of 
them, were extremely suspicious, being stringy, and having a great resem¬ 
blance of those found at the bottom of the sawdust used fur the stowing of 
bottles. No fnngus had appeared ; nor was it judged prudent to run tlie 
risk of trying whether it would or not, as the disease is known to be so 
injurious, and so difficult to be eradicated. 

If the observations made on the latter heap of sawdust be correct, it 
might be inferred, that some t.ecs, at least, are impregnated with this 
v^etable before they are cut down, which can only be destroyed by tba 
moisture being completely evaporated, and the wood being thus thoroughly 
seasoned before used. It roust be evident, that the same piece of timber, 
if impregnated, would exhibit a very different apfreurance, in diflFcrent 
situations, if used before properly seasoned. In one, where there was 
accession of air to both sides, no disease might appear, as the reniaiiiing 
moisture would gradually evaporate. In another, where one side came in 
contact with a wall, or was in a confined situation on board of a ship, that 
favoured the corroding of the remaining moisture, or juice t here the vege¬ 
table may discover itself, and begin to shout out branches, which, if not 
opposed, would soon spread itself over every thing near that favoured its 
production. It might also be inferred, that although the power gf this 
vegetable may be inconsiderable over trees when living, or over their timber 
while exposed to the air, yet when placed in confined situations, before 
thoroughly seasoned, it will then begin its growth and ravages. 

From these imperfect and iiiiiited observations, it may perhaps be 
thought not impossible for the uitited research of the correspondents and 
readers of tlu Naval Chronicle, to make more iinportatit discoveries uf the 
production and nature of this destroying vegetable ; and whether all kinds 
of timber be alike conducive to its growth and ravages ; whether every tree, 
be impregnated with the power of genecating, when placed in situations 
favourable for the same, before the moisture be thoroughly evaporated: 
or, whether it be limited to those which may have certain appearances 
before cut down, or even when in logs^r planks. 

After trees have been cut down, and\vhea Ijing in this state, or after 
being squared, or sawn into planks,, any appearance of fungus should be 
discovered on the surface, this may be, perhaps, an infallible tnken of it!t 
presence. At any rate, the suspicion!? appearance demands a waiehfu^ 
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care that none of this timber be used, uniil properly seasoned, ia any coo* 
fined situation, where any part of it would he hidden from daily inspeo 
tion Another suspicious appearance of its existence in trees, or logs, or 
timber in any form, is, when a rusty substance is formed on the surface. 
This may not be infallible; but it is a presumptive evidence of the proba¬ 
bility of the germ of the vegetable fungus being present. Therefore, no 
kind of timlier exhibiting any of the appearances mentioned, ouglit 
to be used in ship-building, until it be certain that ali the moisture is 
evaporated ; and every vegetable germ it may lia^c nourished,^y this pre¬ 
ventive, completely destroyed. 

The immense sums the dry-rot has cost tlictcountty since the year 1792, 
might warrant an opinion, that neititcr in the King’s yards, nor in those of 
merchants, where ships of war have behn built, has proper attention been 
paid to the quality and state of the timber used. If any should assert to 
the contrary, let tliom also, for our conviction, produce, with substantiid 
evidence, another cause, which has produced the fearful ravages made by 
rhe d»_v rot ir: the navy during the last twenty years. 


tjfru 
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On our Navnl Force. 

Mtu ED nos, nitchin, Ilerls, February ^tUth, 1818. 

T he numerous cases so vehemently argued in our different courts of 
equity or law, must pretty well have convinced us all tiiat to every 
question there are two sides, and that with xvhatever ingenuity tlie counsel 
on one side may advocate his cause, his opponent is sure to find some 
assailable point on which to exercise his powers of debate: however flatter¬ 
ing it might be to prove the truth of this observation by a reply to your 
Correspondent Arimiy I purposely abstain, that I may turn my attention to 
a subject much more fit for the pages of the N. C. and much more interest¬ 
ing to its readers, as well as the public at large. 

So very important indeed is the subject, that notwithstanding it has been 
ably handled by your Correspondents Rohiir, Iron Gun, Albion, and s 
Half-pay Officer, I shall not hesitate giving to yOna few ideas that occurred 
to me on looking over the Navy List for January, 1818; a reference to it 
will give the following as the ships at present on the stocks 

5 three-deckers. 4 of CO guns. 

7 of 84 guns. 1 of 50 

7 of 74 - 84 of 46 - 

• Comparing this with the list for March, it will be seen we have increased 
the number of ships laid down by S sail of the line, and 22 frigates: as far 
as numbers go, this is pretty well^ and docs not afford much ground fur 
eomplaint ; but I cannot help agam asking those who have the management 
of tlicse concerns, or any other persons who are competent to answer me, 
why we are not to accommodaid* ourselves to the altcrntioiis that have 
lately taken plkcc, in the equipment qpd furniture of ships of wnr } or in 
oilita words, why are we, who pride ourselves upon the perf^ioa df out 
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navy, to continue buIMiiig two-decked ships, to mount only 74 and 9^ 
f!uns, when other powers ore sitewing us that it is possible to iiarc two* 
decked ships equal to our three-deckers ? Is it written that we nre to 
^mniii stationary, that we are to adiAit of no improvements whatever; 
that we are to make no attempts at gaining fresh laurels, but to subsist for 
the future upon the renown forincriy acquired ? Cun we suppose that our 
enemies will make no attempts to earn their portion, but quietly submit, 
terrified at nur former name ? If wc suppose so, we sliall certainly become 
the dupes of our own vanity. Military glory is perhaps more difficult to 
retain tlmu to acquire : there is not iiuich difficulty in forming the mass of 
rude iron into the most polished stepl; but it is no easy task, wbcu so 
formed, to keep it free from spot, or stain ; and wlicn once it is so tar¬ 
nished, it is too apt to lose its brilliancy for ever. The fall of the TVcncli 
nation, from the pinnacle on which she stood, ought to he a warning les¬ 
son to us in this respect; instead of slackening our efforts, we ought the 
rather to redouble them, as it is evident there is a s)>irit walking abroad 
adverse to us and to our interests, which is blazoned forth v.liljout any 
thing like an effort to conceal it. 

Proceeding downwards with our ships, we find the case still worse with 
the fi'lgates than the linc-of-bat^e ships, ns out of 34 on the storks, there 
is not oiic heavy vessel among them ; they are all to mount 46 gnus ; with¬ 
out wishing to see them from first to last like the Aincricaa ix^it-dpsoriprs, 
snrely half of them might have been laid down on a parallel with the 
Acasta, Forth, Glasgow, Liffey, and F.iidymion, &c. The Admiralty may 
certainly have reasons, with which 1, in cuiuiuon with otlit rs, am unac¬ 
quainted, why out of 34 frigates there should not be one heavy ship; but 
4 would be satisfactory to the public, and would increase our confidence in 
them, were it explained to us why the same rule which scerns to be laid 
down for our line-of-battle ships, would not equally apply to the frigates; 
for instance, out of 19 sail of the line, 5 are three dockers ; and then comes 
7 of 84 guns, and 7 of 74: what objection can there be to the same 
arrangement of the frigates; why not have had twenty of them of the 
usual size, and the other fourteen spanking ships of 1300 tons, to mount 
30 guns, 24-pnunders on the main-deck. 

To what, Mr. Editpr, are we to attribute this perseverance in a plan, 
the inefficBcy of which has been so decidedly proved f it cannot be from 
design, but neglect; and those in power want rousing. If 1 am wide of 
the mark ip this assertion, Imw are we to account for the phenomenon of 
a nation acting with so much apathy in a tnatten of suclr vitth importance, 
I am not so wedded to m^ opinion, but that I,can listen jpatiently to any 
observations tending to prove that frigates of the old standard are of suffi¬ 
cient vCcight; but in the absence of the necessary infuraiatiun, we can only 
judge from past circumstances, and thtf'^e circumstances 1 feel warrante<{ 
111 suyiitg, lead to the conclusion, that nur navy never can be considered 
:t:> :ipproacliing the desired state of pet[fectIon, until one*third of the ships 
of each respective class shall be of the largest'size, and casry the heaviest 
wetid. 

i ixtie been led to enter upon this subject again, under tlie Impre9Uou» 
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that now is the time to revise and altrr such matters, when wc arc at peace 
with all the world : it is in vain to discuss lll(■•>e qwesnons, when a war mkI* 
deidy breaks out; it is ihen too late, and lont; before liie new l.iiil plans 
can be put in execution, the eneinyVill have gained (hose .idvantages, th^ 
prevention of wliicli ouglit to be now our peculiar care. 

It is a mclancliolv rcdection, but no less a true one, tliar if we analvsc 
the ivurd Peace, wc sliall find it mean little more tlian a breatiiing time, 
or a state of preparation for future wars; an examination .into y wili 

bear me out in this idea—it seems to bavc been the state of things from the 
earliest ages: if, thercfiire, to the experience of the past, we add the 
symptoms of the present d.iys, the warlike spirit of the times, the preit 
force kept up hy most nations, and thc'siifled hut not conquered pride of 
others, we may presume iluit there is a considerable chance of our being 
ngain plunged in war no very distant period. Under nil these circum* 
stances, it surely behoves us to be upon the alert, and make the best use 
of the means in our possession towards the procuring an effective and com- 
xnandirig n.avy: should we unfortunately be surprised without having 
attained iiie desired end, what excuse arc we to plead ? We arc not yet 
GO wanting in the miim binew of all warlike operations, money, but that a 
very liberal allowance may be nQoided to tke department in questmn * and 
we possess ill a superior degree to any other nation, the power of'turning 
out in a very few years, ainioat any number of capital ships; the manning 
them is another cunsidciation : but we may apply tlie same arguments to 
this part of the question, that have been made use of in attempting to pie* 
vail on those in power to give us tlout ships; viz. the absolute necessiiy of 
die case, and the fine opportunity which presents itself of universal peace : 
unfortunately this is a part uf the subject which does not seem to lake witM 
the public. 1 know not why, nor can 1 assign any reason for such a palpa* 
ble dereliction of what appears to me to call so loudly for the serious coii> 
sideration of all those who feel any solicitude us to the future honour and 
prosperity of their country. Mr. Urquhart has. however, broke the ice; 
and I trust he will continue his exertions, without being discouraged at the 
seeming neglect uf the public to ins first efforts. 1 cannot help thinking 
that now he has given to the world a specific plan, its discussiuti wili gradu¬ 
ally work Its way to those in power; and that, ere long, we sli.dl sec it 
receiving that *-h!ire of attention fiom the legislature, which is so indis¬ 
putably due to Its peculiar importance. Already is it beginning to occupy 
the thoughts of some of your readers, which may be seen by lookipg into the 
last two or three numbers of liic N. C. the Correspondence uf which will 
umply repay the ^rouble ; aud I trust that those^w ho contributed what 1 
allude to, wdl continue to enforce qpon the public utteiUioii the absolute 
necessity of increasing the force and weight uf the several classes of our 
men of war,* as also of procuring ftr them efficient crews, by some other 


* Would not there be much •diliiciilty in pointing out one that has moro guns 
afloat now than she had durmg iliu luie war. 

irfitb. C^con. Vol. XXXIX. * f f 
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means than the obnoxious one of impressment. Tiiat this may he accom¬ 
plished, is the first wish, Mr. Editor, of your humble serrant, 

P. $. I think the public would feel obIif;ed if your Correspondent, Iron 
Gtta, would give them the tonnage and dimensions both of the bull and 
spars of the Franklin. 

V • 
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Oidered, hy The House of Commons, 33d June, 1817. 

< (Concluded from page 148.) 

III.—EXTRAORDINARY ESTIMATE. 

O N a general view of the Extraordinary Estimate, which includes the 
buildings and large repairs of the fleet, and the creation, extension, 
or improvement of the naval arsenals, it is evident that at each return of 
peace the relative amount of this head of service will mainly depend on the 
duration and extent of the previous hostilities, and of the state in which the 
ships and arsenals may be found at tbeir conclusion. Generally speaking, 
it can hardly be expected that the expense of the first years of peace sliouid, 
in these particulars, be less than the years of war; but as the prices of 
materials and workmanship iiniy be expected to diniioisli, and as the 
Strength of the duck-yards will be, during peace, principally directed to 
the renovation of the fleet, without being diterced by current exigencies, it 
is to be hoped that the expense of the Extraordinary Estimate will gradu- 
duailv diminish. 

It is to be observed, in considering this p.’irt of the subject, that the 
naval service diflers from the other branches‘of public axpciiditure in this 
considerable particular ;~tliut the navjti strength of the country consists in 
articles of a perishable nature, and the chief cost is incurred in repairing 
the natural injuries of time, which ihuligh not so rapid as when assisted by 
the wear and tear incident to n state of active hustiluies, are yet so great, 
as, in the opinion of weil-infonncd ptksons, to render it necessary, on an 
average of peace and war, to calculate on having to replace a ship in abouk 
twelve years. 
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Of tlie deetiy of ships, tpe olnM^rrations which yoar Committee are about 
to submit will furnish a striking illustratiun. 

BUILDINGS AND REPAIRS OF SHIPS. 

• 

Your Committee understand that considerable eaertions are now making 
for a cornplf le renovation of the fleet, by the construction of new ships, 
and by thoroughly repairing all such as are judged to be in a state suflS- 
ciently good to warrant so great an expense ; and they think tbtffTTiere is 
no object upon which the House will be less disposed to call for a parsimo¬ 
nious expenditure than on this. • 

Intimately connected with the systetA of providing an adequate estahlish- 
ment of sound and effective ships, and with a tnie regard to public economy, 
is the plan recently pursued of breaking up or otherwise disposing of such 
vessels as are no longer*worthy of retaining a phice in the royal navy. 

Your Committee, however, could not help being struck with the great 
number of ships thus disposed of since the conclusion of the war, amounting 
ill (he classes from large frigates upwards, to IGP, a force probably nuineri- 
cnllv equal to the navies of the rest of the wmld. But they have learnt 
that the nercssity of thus disposing of so many ships, has arisen even out of 
the successes of the late war, and the unexmnpled exertions of this country 
doting its continuance. l.arge fleets were kept at sea, forming blockades 
of the enemy’s coasts in dilferent quarters for entire years, and without 
regard to the must inclement seasons, occasioiiing therefore a necessity of 
repair uhirh occupied our doeks and our artificers in current works, and 
prevented the repair of ships in ordinary, 

It followed that this country being obliged to maintain a force equal to 
the exigencies of a warfare so extensive and so protracted, was driven by the 
pressure of circumsumces to build new ships with all possifile celerity, not 
only in the royal arsenals, hut also hv contract in the merchants’yards. 
Both these classes, from the inferiority of the timber which the great 
demand brought into use, and perhaps from too much haste in the work- 
nrianbhip, have been found, »s might have becit expected, le'-s durable than 
ships built under more favourable circumstances. I'he succession of naval 
victories, which added lar.ely to the numerical ainniiiit uf our fleet, rather 
increiised than diminished the emharrastment; because as the number of 
our clucks did iioc en<ible us to bring the captured ships forward ftir seat 
they ill a great measure only enrumbered ihe ordinary, and incurred a cun- 
siderabie expense in minor repairs. Under these circumstances, the sur¬ 
prise of your Coiumiltee has lieen dnnioished at the numtier of ships bro¬ 
ken up, and they cannot hut con-idfr it as good Economy, to relieve the 
jcuuiitry from the immense expense vflnch the keeping in oidinary ships not 
ultiinuteJy deservim: a coiiipk-ie Fopnir must involve, and to reserve only 
those, of the efltctive repair of which reasonable hopes might be eiiter- 
tained. 

This leads your Committee to observe upon the expediency and ultimate 
economy of the system mirier whiih the naval administration h.is acted for 
•Uiue years past, in coiistructing ad(|uianal docks iu the several yardii^ 
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which, though ncca»innmg a coiiiiiderahle expense in the first instance, ytt 
will soon tf fiav it hy the saving in the materials, workmanship, niid dura¬ 
bility of ships, which they furnish the opportunity of oiFording. Your 
Onninittre hav’e been informed, that the expei imenr of building ships under 
cover, hy whirh it is siippi^ed consiiicrahJc dnrahihty will be attained, lias 
bt'Cn in the last t'vo years carried into practice ; the expense of covering 
the dorks Rhd slips is very trifling, in comparison iviih the ndianlages, 
which, all principle, and on ihc practice as far as it has gone), your 
Committee are inclined to concur with ilie naval opinions in expecting from 
thi'* incaMire. 

Your Commitfce have also untlerstood with satisfaction, that a plan has 
lately bern proposed, and is iiow^under iiinl, for drawing up frigat^ and 
even line>of-baiilt' slops upon slips, where they may be repaired, if found 
worth the expense, or taken to pieces without occupying the moie valuable 
spare of a dork. If tins plan should siiccfed, it is lo be hoped, that with 
t!ie Muinher of docks now built or building, and the faciliiies afforded by 
those slips, slops iiiay he repaired to a mucii greater c-xient ih.ni has here- 
toCme been lonn-1 prat ticahle. It is worthy of obseivaiion on this part of 
the subject, thsit at the close of the Amr rican war there were no fewer, as 
your-Coinoiittre un>itT»iand, th.ui thirty sail of the line building in the 
mrrchiwits'yards; and that diniiig the gieater part of the last war, the 
public service was I educed lo the same expensive resource. It is Inglily 
satisfaciory to ohslrve, that in tlie last years of the late war the cxtciisiun 
•f ihc means of the King’*' vards had lelicved o'" fri»m this necessity ; and 
your Commit'ec coiifidtnliy trust, that the ronniry is not likely, by any 
circumstances which cun now he contcniphiicd, to be again reduced lo it. 

^YOI^KS LV THE YARDS. 

Intimately connected with this important suhjtet, is the sreond head of 
works 111 the yards, upon which your C'oinmiiue will have some ubserva- 
tior.sto make, which would want their full force, unless coiisideiid in con- 
•licction with the circiim«laiices Just slated. 

The most considerable of these woiks, is ftie extension of Shc-orncssyard. 
This wiiik was not, your Comiiuttce undeistaiid, umlertakeiv niortly on the 
prii-ciples winch they have hncly referred to; but bei ause the buildings and 
docks which weie ol very inferior materials, inconvenient diinensiuns, and 
great aiitiqiitiy, bad fallen into a slate of external decay, and lequiied to 
be aim >sc lotally reRoiislriicied. It is probable that these repairs woiiid 
bave been much sooner commenced; but that us long as thcMetermiiiaiion 
with respect to ibe immense pliiu of an arsenal at Nuilhflcct, remained in 
tuspense, it could not be deciiied on wliat scale the improvement ol Slieer- 
ness ought to be undci taken. 

_ The projff t of Northfleet being, if ni'^t abandoned, at least indefinitely 
saspenried, the rapidly increasing decay of .Siiec-rness, the vast extent of 
wr>rks ivbicti were making by the en^iiiy in the Scheldt, and the gradual 
shoaling of water opposite the dock-yards ut C'hathiini, Woolwich, and 
Deptford, which rendered those yards unsafe places of refit fur large ves- 
■rib, iniposed upon the naval administration the necessity of coming; to a 
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determinntion with reEurd to Aheerne<!$; anri the CnnnMifce believe, that 
the House will concur witli them, that under ail the circumstances nP the 
case, it was E<i,>d policy and true ecnnomy to construct that important 
arheiial on a large and systematic >#raogenieiit, ot' durable materials, capa¬ 
ble of answering the prohuhle wauls ot'tlie roontry in that quarter,—afiord- 
tng a sale anchorage for a large portion of the ordinary in time of peace, 
and in time of war n coikveiiient purr of outfit and redt, for the squaOront 
which may be employed in the N'orili Sea ; and which, if this ii^p«i«ure had 
not been adopted, must lune (i'U'>ttd for their principal resources, as to 
ducking and refitiiug, to tlie ur^'ti rii yuMK oi I’ortsinouth and Plymouth. 

Your Commit lee arc fiirtlin miivuiccd of the fxpediency of this deters 
minatioii, hy observing, iliat m tlie rei^orts of the Board of Kevi^ion, in 
which a dock-yaid hi N'lrtbliiet was reio lonended, on so extensive a 
scale, the repair of Slicerness, hmiI placing it on a respectable fouling, were 
also denned iiidispcosahly neces^.-irv. 

Another item of thij licaO of l'"stiiiiate is the dock-yard at Pater. It 
may be nec< ssary to ■'ta'c, t'lat ne-irly sixty vfurs liaye elapsed since the 
design of form mg a iiHyal es'ahlishijKnt in Mitl'ord Haven, and that about 
twenty years ago, this plan of a doik-ynrd was cairied into eflFect on n 
limited scale, on some ground near the Itjwii of ilubberston, rcqleifwnder 
lease from an indindnal. .\t the recent expirtuion of that lease; the de- 
ma^ids^if the proprietor for a renewal were thuuglit cxorbitanl, and as his 
ground was found to he confined, and otiieraise iiicof!vcnieiit, and .as the 
Crown was possi sscH <if a siination at a short di-tance on tlie oilier side of 
the haven, which offered every nilvaiiiage for the formation ofa yard, it yvas 
thoiighi proper on eyery account to remove the estaidishment to the latter, 
parii^'-iilurly ui, no expense for permanent buildings had been incurred on 
the old site. The f.icibties of this new si'uaiion. enable some extension to 
be given to the estahlislmi'mt; and llie grounds u|>oii yvhich the original 
design was formed, and is noiv continued, have been stated to your Com¬ 
mittee to he as follows ; — 

1st. To have a buildmg-yard, ••here neither in yvor nor in peace there 
will he any risk, as must always happen in war at the other yards, of the 
building of new ships or lepairing of old being disturlitd or broken in upon, 
by lelittmg ships in t ounnissioii, and thtrehy compelling the public, even 
ill a war of slioit (luialion, to resort lo the contractors lor tlie supply of 
new ships, yvith ail ihe evils and enormous expense resulting irum such a 
system. 

2dly. TlTe space required for an equal quantity of additional work could 
not be obtaiiKd^at any of^llu* old yaids, without an expense eiionnously 
greater than is incurred at Pater ; and besides,* it is not considered good 
policy to coiiceiitraie tou nuich in one plate, public resources oi so 
iiazardousa nature as an aiscnalwontaiiis. 

3dly. The saving of 20». per cent, in the price of labour, the ditfercnc® 
at 1‘atiT yard and the othei rovid yards liting to that extent. Some 
advantage may also accrue to the country from spreading its cstablislimenis 
into remote parts, and by tk&s iiiiruducmg uew sources ot induitry wbeta 
tbey are most required. , 
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Your Committee Doderstand, however, that the estimate for PatOr jrardjl 
at originalljr submitted to Parliament, is under revision ; and that there ia 
little doubt that a very large reduction .may with propriety be made. Your 
Committee have in consequence been assured, that the intended works will 
be materiaily curtailed. 

The last item of public works on which your Committee have to observe, 
is one to which they, in common with tlie country, look with great interest, 
namely,"th? Breakwater in Plymouth Sound:—the utility of this great 
national work is so very apparent, and the preparations for rarrying it to a 
state of perfection are so ampfy provided, that your Committee lime seen 
with regret any reduction made in the scale on which it wus conimeiirt-d ; 
indeed, they would not hesitate to recommend a recurrence to the vote 
proposed in former years, if they had not been iiiforiiied, that from thf 
present state of the work, a less sum will he found adequate to an active 
prosecution of the design ; and that hy retrenchments in sione particulars, 
and the postponement of others to a time of less pecuniary pressure, the, 
more solid and important part of the work, may he continued with little 
diminution as to its progress. 

Your Committee cannot conclude this part of their report, without 
obscrvillg' on a system introduced ijto the yards, of limiting the expentlitiire 
incurred for wages to tiie artificers, by reducing the hours of tlieir work, 
whilst the rates fur each description of work are presei red at iiea. ly .he 
war prices. 

They have reason to fear that a similar practice is too general in private 
concerns throughout the kingdom as a teiiiporury expedient and under 
extraordinary circumstances, it may he necess iry; but although there are 
many reasons peculiar to tlie work of the dock-yards, ‘>ome ut them of a 
nature whicli it might he inexpedient perhaps to a<i\ert to in this Uepnrt, 
and which operate in favour of this practice; still the principle of such an 
arrangement is so ohjectionahle, that your Committee would see wiih 
regret in other cases where the same rensons do not apply, that it received 
any permanent eiicuuragemt nt hy the example of a gieat public estahlisli* 
ment, or that an attempt was made to reuuiatc the price of labour in any 
other way than hy the demand and the supply, to pietent ns following tlic 
various fluctuations of agriculture, tnaiiufaciure, and commerce. 

o' 

IV.—TRANSPORT ESTIMATE. 

The Transpo't Office, and that for Sick and Hurt, which had been united 
with It, have been most prypcriy dispensed wiihion a reiurn of peace. Hiid> 
the duties are transferred to the Nuty an/l tuallr g Offices re^-peciiielr. 
On the particular articles of either of tliose si rvices, it is inipossihle(,io eive 
a detailed opiinon. The expense of the Yiansport .Venire is coiisirterahly 
reduced, as might he expected since the peace; hut it must still continue 
to a considerable extent, in c<iiiseqiie%ce of the perpetual changes of 
troops by means of reliefs in our fort ign possessions and of the necc-snry 
supplies Ilf stores. The whole expense was in the year 1B16, 
in the present year the estimate is 182,1?64 
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Toar Committee can only recommend a strict attention to economy; and 
as a brancli of it, the practice of advertising for contracts in all cases where 
Strong reasons do not exist against it; and to effect the reliefs, as well as 
the conveyance of stores by privattPships engaged in the ordinary tradesmf 
tlie different countries, so as to effect to the greatest practicable reduction 
of regular transports, supported exclusively at the public expense. 

In the Sick and Hurt department, the establishments of tlie Royal Ho8> 
pitals appear to your Committee to be very expensive. They skiontd have 
thought, that however necessary n military superintendence and a full 
eslalilishnient of medical officers might be in war, a reduction to a more 
considerable extent than has taken plpce might be made during peace; and 
your Committee recommend a careful rgiision of this part of the estimate. 
They are aware that the difference between the half-pay and the salaries of 
the several officers not be very considerable, but in principle even the 
smallest saving is desirable, and in practice they are satisfied that these 
establishments occasion u greater expense than tlie mere difference between 
the half and full-pay. 

It has been staled to your Comndttec, that the number »f patients were 
on the last days of May of the present year, in Uaslur Hospital lOP, at 
PtyiuQUlh 56, and at Chatham 52. In J&IS, the average numbers at 
Haslar 3d3, at Plymouth 301, and at Chatham lOf. 

ICfiu^omniittee subjoin in the Appendix, accounts of the total expenses 
of Ilnslar and Plymouth Hospital, fur the present year, and for tbo 
year 1793. 

PRISONERS OF WAR. 

This last article, consisting entirely of outstanding claims, with aliovv 
aares and superannuations to a moderate amount, dues not require any 
•bseivation from your Cummillee. 


Your Comniitte having thus gone through the various he.ads of Naval 
Estimate, in as much detail as their time permiited; and having stated 
generally the view which the information they received has riinbled them to 
take of this important branch of the public service, feel it riglit to conclude 
with repeating the opinion they have stated in former Reports, and iiiti> 
mated in another part of this, that no considerable expenditure of public 
money on new works, and that no grants whatsoever, of the nat&re of pen> 
sinns and superannuations, should be made without the concurrence of the 
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. • 

As your Committee are convinced that general propositions of this nature 
are seldom attended with good effeqf, unless some previous consideration has 
been had of the manner in which they are to operate in practice, your Com¬ 
mittee have felt it their duty to consider how this principle would operate 
in the department of the Coiiqnissii^ers of the Admiralty. 

Your Coimnittee find, as has bwn already intimated, that the power of 
the Lord High Admiral, or ofjflf^'ommitsioners executing that high office, 
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tiw nevip^ in the most minute cireumHtimee, been considered M ^tettd to 
the ytvi y of ereeiinK estahiishmeiits, h«iiig salaries, or t>FBniifti(^teneioi)Si 
•a^t in former limes (a practice wWi^ has long ceased) fii chaijitlng cer* 
tdiis pensions on the Droits uf the Adiifiratty. ft is ,tme t^ tlie 
Council genendly refers all propositions which are made to famron tey of 
the foregoing subjects, to the Lords Coinmissimiers of the Adiniraltjr ond 
whftther upon such references, or upon original representation fmin 

Majesty in Council has generally been determined by ibidr 
edviwhut in cases wliicli are out of the common course, it lias been cus» 
toniary to refer tlie consideT^tton of propositions made by the Commission¬ 
ers of the Admiralty to a Committee.of the Privy Council, who» report, 
as well as the original representos'on, being taken into consideration, tli# 
dual determination has been made by bis Majesty in Council. 

In cases, therefore, in which neither the Lords Commissioners of ibe 
Admiralty, nor the Lirds Commissioners of the Treasury, have any direct 
authority, it may be objectionable that a decision should be made on a 
mutual commimication ; but your Cominitttce nevertheless thiuk, that in 
practice, an equally beneficial result may be obtained, without interfering 
either with uffiqjal forms, or the dignity which belongs to his Majesty pre* 
sidin^'in'liis Council. Tliey nee infurined, that in.point r»f practice, no 
measure that involves an expenditure of public money, is taken by the 
Board of Adiniraltv, without previous cummunicalinn between th<^ Virst 
Lord of the Admiralty, and the First Lord of the Treasury, and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; and your Committee can easily conceive, 
tliat cases will sometimes occur, in which such coiifidimtial and unreserved 
communications are likely to be more effectual towards their object, than 
any official correspondence between the two Boards could be, even sup- 
posuig that such correspondence could properly take place; but feeling, aS 
your Commiiteg.db strongly, the necessity of bringing alffinancial subjects 
•fficially within the view of the Treasury, they suggest, whether, in addi¬ 
tion to ,tlie confidential intercourse belore mentioned, it might not be 
advisable that it sboulii be made a rule of the Council Office, that every 
proposition involving tin increase cif public expense, should, according to 
the nature of ilie case, either be submitted to a Committee of Council, 
ooiisisting'of such members as may be coiinecicd with the Treasury Depart¬ 
ment,—or be made by the Council Office the subject of a direm ifeference 
to, .and report from the Treasury, to that Office, before it is |[|^nted to 
his Majestj’ for bis final approbation. By this arr8iigemf|nt^^’^i<Sb will 
combine tlw forins< which have from the earliest times j^ftatlcd in the 
pmetiof'^our Govern nmi\t, with.tjjat esseunai corttmr*J»iN^ 
mit|ee,jut^e it necessary to place in <iio financial Itmuisters alone, they 
hope il!^t the results which they’ havf so often recommended may be 
attained: ; 

9Sd /uiie, 1817, 
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^ ^ the QoH Coast tf Africa, 

. .10!^ tliti laCe' uAfbrtiiiilAa'Mr, Meredith's *'Account of the 

“nf aii afe enabled 4o gSre the followiiig illnstmtlon'dlr 

•^ate, to^lcli ftour intention'to add sope pftrtieulan;of' 
of thnt''gdntleihan 4 extracted from the Report of the Select 
'-N^Cn^flUttee on Papers relating to the African Forts. 

AYW giving a description of ^e Castle of St. George Del Mina» or as it 
'' 1^.'cCiiiniDnljr called, Kliniua, whicb is the head>quarters of the Dutcli set- 
jjjjjj. njgfe^j, proceeds to' Chge Coast, which he thus 


Aj^ut eight or nine miles east from Elmina, we conie to Cape Coast 
> V.0itd|e/the head quarters of the, British forts and settleinents on tlie Gold* 
«>np^ and Whidali. It was built by the Portuguese, and, with Eimina, 
10 ihp Dutch ; from wlwm it was, taken, in 1605 ; since jlrf.lcU 
-period',, have retnaiuetl in quiet possession of it. The -Portuguese 
place Cabo Coi 80 , and in course of time, to render it more 
an English ear, it was translated to jhe sti-aAge name of Cape 
.. In its primitive state, this castle was an insignificant place in point 
but the Royal African Company enlatged and strengthened it 
/l^^deiably; and some additiona Inive siuce'beeii made to it: and 
V.d|g|boiig}i some errorti may be seen in'these additions and inipruvements, it 
[ ,^notifithstpnding, a lespectablo fonress, and, with an adequate garri- 

; |i£^. is capa^ uf ^tiug utf <i considerable force by sea. 

' Cestkr is b^ilt upon a rock, which forms an admirable breasu 

i- towafds the south and a’est, and mounts about ninety pieces of can« 

t from t^ee, to thirty-six ponndeiiV uiurtan and howitxers. It is 

.j';iM|tthis n|^^Kous<srtillery alone tlwt «ljftkeS-’|t.S|^pfpce of strength on the 
. ''^|||l^*side;'"%lge ships cannot approach^sudKciei^i^Siear to it, to effect nmcli 
they should venture in shallow, jr^ater, the loss of a cable or a 
, ubast nf^j^peiise inevitable dcAructioii.,, ... 

' ^ AJttbj(^'b<this Castle prese«)ts>a foi^isidiide appearance towards the 

I jiip, it.H^fcetnely vulnerable on dte laucl-side. It is commanded t»y high 
v^^s,'.'whiph.'reiiders it almost defenceless. Formerly, a tower was 

Itcigltfs, within the ninge o/point-blank shot front 
■ ',^iaiP»d> 'U j;(ns called Phipps's Tqwer, and resembled our modern Mttfo 
^ twiej ^ apd had two atniiU cnorons on its summit. It was encVcied 
which was paJlisadotd. Inside of the tower were circuhir 
tH|Al|i^ito the summit, from which the prospect was extensive and 
■;h^eal^e, ' Tbia fortification was too iosignificaut to add much to the 
, jitfiinigth'ttf tha Castle, and w&s in'.fonsequence neglected, and permitted 
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T1)C town of Cape Coast is situated immediately in ilie rear of tfic 
castle, and extends on each wing uf it. Some of the bouses overlook the 
walls ; an inconvenience that was not well understood until the year 180i>% 
w4ien the townspeople thought propef to behave ill; which produced a 
rupture with the castle, the garrison of which was much annoyed with mus¬ 
ketry from the tops of those houses. The town is irregular, and kept in a 
very dirty condition ; the houses aie built of clay, and mostly square. The 
popuhition may be estimated at eigitt thousand, including all- classes: but 
in cases of emergency, about six thousand men eoulu be assembled by 
calling in the assistance of die at^acent villages. Formerly a very brisk trade 
was carried on here; at present, the trade, which consists of gold, fluctuates, 
in consequence of the disturbed state uf the conatry. 

** llie country about Capo Coast is called' Felu, atid was formerly 
governed by a person wlio exercised great autfiority and went under the 
title of Dey. lie belonged more to the order of FetislMiien, or priests, tlian- 
lliat of kings; and the family, or descendants of this race, are still con¬ 
sidered witli respect. The government of the town is under the coiitioi of 
the eiders and the principal men; hut,in general, the people are obliged tO' 
submit to the Fantee laws, regulations, and customs; and'they maybe 
coil^i^ered as partaking of the tvanners and ciiaracter of that people, among 
whom will class them. 

The customs of tiiis country arc very numerous; wc haved^^arfy 
noticed some of thfe most particular, which are rigidly adhered lo.^They 
bury the dead in their houses ; and' will not move from the spot, if they 
can possibly help it. If a man die insolvent, the body docs not receive the 
rites of burial until his debts are discharged. Plurality uf wives is allowed 
throughout the country ; and a man of easy circumstances generally has as 
many as he can maintain. IJis first wife has the sole munageinent of the 
domestic affairs within doors; while the husband has little to attend to, 
ill addition to phinling corn, yams, See. &c. in the season. Ic would he an 
insult to that delicate passion and reciprocal affbetion known in tenqierate' 
Sind civilized countries, to say that any tiling like it exists here. The men 
of wealth have a number of wives, because it is customary fur a rich man to 
Lave mure than oiic; and he adds to his stuck, and neglects or admires m 
proportion to his sensual appetite. Wives are regularly contracted fur; 
and the mother has an uncontrollable right of disposing of her daughter : 
she is therefore generally courted with presents, winch seldom fail oi 
inspiring the daughter with a favourable opinion of licr intended husband. 
After a certain sum has been paid, which is regulated by custom, the young 
lady is dressed and decorated, according to Iyer rank ai^ circumstance^, 
witli rich cloths, gold, and valuable bcajis ; and led by the female relatives 
to the house oT her husband, where ^le is received by his relations ami 
friends with some ceremony : on the ftiliowing day slie is visifed by a 
numerous body of anxious inquirers. She must coiitinne to wear her rich 
habiliments for a week, and publicly shew herself: by which custom she i»' 
known to hate a husband. As so?ii ma vfoinaii is disposed of in that 
manner, she becomes the pro/icr///of liH husband ; he has lull aulhuiin 
ovci her, and no one can dispute it. • , 
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It was a common practice for men who Imct young anri handsome 
^vives, niid wlio were rather actuated by avarice than necessity, to send 
ttiem abroad to entrap the unwary. The incautious and innocent stranger 
was sold, if he could not pay the accustomed penalty; and the woman Intd 
a share of the forfeiture allotted toiler. Although the men of consequence 
do not coniine their wi\es, they are, notwithstanding, watched with suspi* 
cions vigilance by the first wife; who is sure to be well rewarded for her 
diligence, if any discovery should be made: sometimes, however, tKS vigi¬ 
lance of that tidy herself has been suspected, especially if she had not lost 
afl her charms ; in wliicit case, infidelity is tried and proved by a kind of 
ordeal called “ taking of tioom.” • 

This sort of trial, which is connected with much superstition, and 
which is resorted to on many occasions, is conducted as follows :—If the 
person undergo the tnal in a publi'- mnniicr, he or she must be exposed in 
a state of nudity; but if doom be administered privately that part of the 
ceremony is generally neglected. After an admonition to confess the 
crime, and a long harangue on the danger of concealing it, a certain 
quantity of the bark of a tree deemed poisonous is given to the person 
accused, who masticates and swallows it; after which, lai^ draughts of 
water are taken ; and if the whole he reudned in the stomach, it is a sign 
of guilt; if rejected, a coiifirinatiun of innocence. After the innocence of 
the lad ^has been proved in this manner, she is at liberty to shew herself 
ihi'oad, hahited in white, and her body chalked, emblematic of her 
.'Hnoreiire.'* 

[To be continued.] 


MANUSCRIPT FROM ST. HF.LENA. 

['jeANSLATEO nV THE EDITOR.] 

[Continued front page 144.] 

I WAS now but a lounger in the streets of Paris. I had no relations there 
••■nor was I in habjts of association—I visited none but Barras, by 
whom I was always well received. It was there that I for the first time saw 
her wiio hud so great an influence on the subse(|uc-nt events of my life, and of 
whom I iievet; thought but with tenderness. 1 was not insensible to female 
attractions, but I had tiever been corrupted by them—I was, in fact, timid 
i.f their presence? Madainerde Beauharnois was the first woman by whotn 
my diffidence was removed; she passed many compliments on me as I was 
one day fitting by her, and especiaHy on my military Clients. Iiito.xicatcd 
by her eulogiums, I talked to her incessantlly, nnd sought her every where. 

I was already dying with love for her; every one perceived it; but it was 
lung ere I had the boldness to declare it to her. 

My sentiments respecting her were sufficiently public, and Barras at 
length, put the que.stioii to me; T could not deny them. Well*' said he, 
in that case, you must nKi'.'y l^ladnrae do Beaultaruuis* You have now 
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« respectable commission, and talents to render it brilliant, but you live 
excluded from the world, without fortune, and without relation;. You 
should marry, tn.’rrringe gives a man stability. Madame dc Beanharnois i> 
O'' agreeable, sensible woman, but she is a widow. It is desirable that a 
woman shoiihi marry, to gain an establishment. You have chaincter, and 
you have certainly high advancement—Madamede Beauharnois is a womuu 
that pleases you—Shall 1 undertake the negotiation ?” 

lie of course had my ready assent—and 1 waited with much anxiety for 
the answer. It was favorable, and Madame dc Beauharnois gave me her 
hand. If in my life I have had any happy hours, it is to her that I 
ovte them. 

* • * 

My figure in the world soon, changed after mv marriage. With the 

Directory was estnblishod a new order of thing*, in which I held a very 
elevatrd place. 1 could now l»e rationally ainbitiou*—1 rtiuld now aspire 
to the highest. However, with respect to Aniliition, I had still no other 
than to obtain a command in chief; for a man is notliing if he is not pre¬ 
ceded by a military reputation. I was cun\ inoed that I posscs->ed ii, for 
1 felt within me an instinctive inclination for war; but I ilui not yet con¬ 
sider myself possessed of claims .suiiicieiitly well founded to warrant a peti¬ 
tion ci,'* this natiir'c; It was ncc^*sary that I should acquire them, and at 
this time it was a thing not veiy diiricult to accomplish. 

The army of Italy was ificn nothing, for it had no destination. ^ I con¬ 
ceived the idea of putting it in inotion, by attacking .Austria with a, in a 
part where she judged herself most secure—that was, in Italy. 

The Diicciory was at peace with I’lussia and Spain ; but Austria, sub¬ 
sidized by England, strengthened her military state, and faced us on the 
Rhine. The policy therefore was cviilcnt, of making a diversion in Italy 
to threaten Austria, and to give a clieck to the petty Italian .States, wlu 
had leagued against ns; and in fact to give a decided churaclcr to the war, 
which hitherto had none. 

t 

This plan was so simple', and it v'us so iiccos<«ary to tlie istablislnncnt of 
the Directory that sorucihing should be done crtrlitablc to its political cha- 
rnctci, that I lost no time in preseniiiig it, fearful that some one might 
anticipate riic in my design. My plan was unaniiiiously approved of, and 
1 was nominated gcneral-in-cliicf of tlie army of Italy. 

1 immediately set of!' to take the command. It had received some rein¬ 
forcements from the army of Spain, and then consisted of fifty thuiisund 
men, whom 1 found destitute of every thing but good will. I set about 
doing all that could be done for them ; and, in a few days alter iiiy arrival, 
ordered a general movcmcrit of tlic whole lin^, which extended from Nice 
to .Savoy. Tlii.s was in the beginning of April, 17y0. 

Williin three days we were masters of all the Austrio-Sardiiiian posts 
which defended the heights of J.i^uiini' Tlie enemy, siiddenly attacked, 
endeavoured to form a general junction. On the lUth of April we encoun¬ 
tered him at Montcnotle, and beat him. On the 1-1 th wc attacked him at 
Millesiiio, anti beat him again, &cpnratt|g tlie Austiiaiis from the Piedmon¬ 
tese. Tiiesc took a position at Mundovi',. and at the same lime the Austrians 
retired to the Po, in order to cover I^umbiTi 
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1 l)cikt tlie Pietlmontesc. In lliree diiys I took all: the positions of Pied- 
-noiil, and mis witliin nine leagues ofTuiin, wlien an ai«l-dii-camp presented 
Inrnself to ask for peace. 

It was then for the first time that ^considered myself not as an ordinary 
general,* but as a man destined to inllucnce the fate of the people—I saw 
my name in history. 

Tins peace altered niy plan ; which was no longer limited to tlie carrying 
on war in Italy, but to coiifjuer it. 1 saw that liy enlarging the grnij^d of 
Jlevolution, 1 should give a more solid base to its edifice, it was the best 
means of insuring its success. 

The court of Piedmont had given np to ns all its strong holds, and with 
them liad placed in our hands all its dominions. We weie niustcrs of tb^' 
Alps and Appenines; wc had secure points of support, and were perfectly 
easy in the means of retreat. 

Under such favorahfe circumstances, I set out to attack the Austrians. 
I passed the Po at IMaisance and the Adda at Lodi. All this was not done 
without ditliculty—but Beaulieu retreated, and I entered Milan. 

The Austrians made incrediblo cxcrlions to recover Italy. 1 was obliged 
five tliups to put ihcir armies to the rout, before I could complete the con- 
rpiost of it. • . 

Bong thus mastf r of Italy, it vvas necessary to establish in it a ‘.ystetn ftf 
revolution, for the purpose of aiincMiig that country to France on a basis 
of common interest—in other words, it was necessary tP abolish there the 
old regime, and to snhstitulc F.quality, wliicli vvas the main spring of revo- 
iiitioii. 1 Im(J ai'cordicgly many ditlicultics to encounter with the clergy, 
nubility, and with all who lived at the cost of both. I foresaw all these 
obstacles, but 1 was resolved to coii(|ucr their, by the authotity of armies, 
Sind without revolting the people. 

1 had performed great actions, hut it was necessary also to assume an 
altitude and a language suitable to them. The Uevohition had abolished 
ill dignity among us; 1 could not give to France a royal graiuleiir; I gave 
to her the lustre of victories and the language of a m.'ister. 

I wished to' be tlie Protector of Italy, rather than the conq-^eror, and I 
effected iiiy wish, in maintaining the discipline of the army, punishing revolt 
with rigorous severity, and especially, by estiililishing the Cisalpine Republic. 
Ily this establishment 1 satisfied the manit'est desires of the Italians—tluit 
is, by rendering them iiidcpciulcnt. Ihcld out to them great expectations, 
and depended on them alone to see them realized, by uniting themselves tti 
us. Many other allies also 1 gave to France. 

Tills alliance between the two couiitiics was of lung duration, for it was 
/oiiiidcd on mutual services, and common intcre^s. 'Fliey have the same 
opinions—the same iiuiuccmeiits-^but for me, they would still have pre¬ 
served their ancient enmity. « 

My mind at rest concerning Italy, I ventured to proceed into the heart 
of Austria. I advanced to within sight of Vienna, and signed the treaty ot 
Cninpo Furmiu—a glorious achiev.-nieiit for France. 

The parly which I had favored on the 18th Fructidor, governed the 
Republic. I favored it because it vyas mine, and because it was the only 
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one capable of advancing the Revolution. And the more I leuked into the 
affairs of the state, the more I was convinced (hat the Revolution mutt be 
completed, for it was the offspring of the age and its opinions>.*whatever 
tpnded to retard its advancement diet but delay that which must happeb 
at last. 

We were now at peace with the whole continent—we were at war with 
£ngland alone; but as we were without a field of buttle, this war kept us 
in a ctate of inaction. I was conscious of my means, and they were such 
as I could easily make known ; but 1 wanted the opportunity to employ 
them. I knew at the same time that it was necessary to excite attention in 
order to be seen—and to do that extraordinary things must he attempted. 

^Mankind are always pleased with those who excite their wonder. It was 
in pursuance of this opinion that I conceived the expedition to Egypt. It 
was attributed to profound combinations with my party, but I bad no other 
motive than an inward and vexing tedium, the result of that leisure in 
which 1 found myself after the peace which I had concluded. 

This expedition was to give a grand idea of the power of France—to fix 
the public attention upon its chief, and to surprise Europe by its boldness. 
Such motives were more than sufficient for my undertaking it—but at this 
time I had neither the idea of .dethroning the Grand Turk, nor of making 
myself a Bashaw. 

I carried on the preparations for our departure with the most profound 
secresy, not only as necessary to its success, but also to make still more 
mysterious the mysterious character of the expedition. 

The fleet sailed. On my way I was obliged to abolish the order of 
Malta, because it was of no use but to the English. I was apprehensive 
some ferment of ancient glory would again excite these knights to resistance, 
and thus retard my progress; but to my good fortune, they surrendered 
more shamefully than 1 imagined. 

The battle of Aboukir destroyed the fleet—and gave to the English poi« 
session of the sea. Thenceforth I was convinced that the expedition must 
terminate disastrously—because aii army unrecruiicd must always souuer or 
later capitulate. 

It was necessary to make the best of my situation, fur I bad no means of 
quitting it. I resolved therefore to put a bold face on the matter, and to 
make my papers do the same. ' 

I had a fine army, and it must be employed. After having completed 
the conquest of Egypt, I wished to employ it in some way, and consigned it 
to the sciences, the finest field which it hud yet explored. 

Our soldiers were surprised to* find themselves within ^he inheritance of 
Sesostris. But they were pleased withal, and it was a thing no less curious 
to seethe French in the midst of these ruins, than the manner in which 
they amused themselves with them. 

Having now nothing to do in Egypt, it came into my head to visit Pales¬ 
tine, and attempt the conquest of it. This expedition had a certain rouiau- 
tic air, and I was seduced by it. But itvit being well informed of the obsta¬ 
cles I should have to encounter, 1 did not take a sufficient number Qf 
troops with uic. 
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tlHvitig crossed the desert, 1 found tliat some forcia ha(f fnrmpd a 
junction at St.John d'Acre. It was a force not to be despised, and! 
therefore advanced a^ninsi it. The place was defended by a French engi¬ 
neer ; t^is I immediately knew by its resistance ; it was therefore necessai'y 
to raise the siege, and the retreat was painful. We had for the first time 
to eontend with the elements, but wc nere not conquered. ^ 

On my return to Egypt, I received Gazettes by way oP Tunis. From 
these I learned the deplorable state of France, the atrocious and corrupt 
state of the Directory, and the success of the Coalition. 1 thought I could 
a second time do my country service. I had pow no motive to remain m 
Egypt, fur the expedition was at an end, except the signing a capitulation, » 
which sooner or later I knew was inevitable, whatever be the talents of the 
general. 1 therefore departed with no other design chan again to place 
myself at the head of the armies, a-id give them victory again. 

On landing at Frejiis, my presence excited the enthusiasm of the people. 
My military glory animated nil who were apprehensive of defeat. On iny 
way I was attended by an infinite concourse of people, and my advance to 
the capital had all the appearance of a triumph—I was then convinced, 
that on my arrival at Paris, I should have France at my own disposal. 

The imbecility of the government had brtmght the nation to the brmk of 
ruin—all was anarchy. Every one was desirous of saving the country, and 
proposetkplans fur it. T^^y came to confide them to me—and I became 
the centre of all their conspiracies—hut amidst nil these projects, there was 
not a single man capable of executing them—all consulted me, because a 
sword was necessary—I consulted no one, and was therefore master of'my 
will, to adopt that plan which best suited me. 

Fortune had placed me in the very front of the State, and I saw myself 
Lord of the Revolution, although I desired not to be its chief—that cha¬ 
racter did not suit me : 1 was now culled to prcpaie the future destiny of 
France, and perhaps that of the whole world. 

But it was first necessary to make war and peace, to tranquillize the 
passions, and to lay the foundation of my authority. It was necessary to 
put in motion that weighty macnine called goverimicnt, and I well knew 
the force that opposed it. 1 should at that time have preferred an exclusive 
military employment, for I was satisfied with the authoriiy of Ihnd- 
quuiTers, and was pleased with the bustle of a field of battle ; in n vvord, I 
was at that time more disposed to restore the military ascendancy of France, 
than tugovernjt. 

But in my destiny I could have no choietju 1 saw clearly that the govern¬ 
ment of the DirctXorv was nt«an end—and that in its place, it was neces¬ 
sary to establish an authority, thist by its respectability might suvjl* the 
State—and that in fact there whs none that could impose more respect than 
that of military glory. Tiie Directory therefore could not be suhstiiuled 
but by me ur anarchy. The public opinion was in unison with mine, ami 
France made no hesitation in jier choice. 

Ic was.proposed that the Directory should be sulisiitutcd by a Coiisul.iir . 
I was, however, still far from conceninf- the idea of so»cioign powfi. 
Tlie Republicans proposed two Cotfsuls; I, i.oi '.vislmij to 
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•xtricAte themstilvet frnni the opprobriuia of contentiog to dietr owq 
disgrace. 

Mr. Pitt refowd'it; and thus re-cued me from the coiw^nences of the, 
fault I had co<niniued, and extended The empire of revolution thmughuijf 
allEurofw. tt wtndd^hmeheett GSiiSned wFriiWMatot(e»iiai#tifei«ft^tt^ ' 
herself. 

[T.. be cimtinued.}. 
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Chart ef the Strait and Bay of Gibraltar* 

G ibraltar was anciently known hy the name nfCnlpe, and wm also 
called one of the Pillars of Hercules; hy tile Arabians it is still 
called Gebel Tarek, that is, “ the Mount of Tarek, from Tarek the name of 
the Saracen general who Ci>rquered Spain in the beginning of the eighth 
century. The whole is an iin>fiense mck, rising perpciidicniarly nhnut 440 
yards, measuring from north to suutli ahoiit two English miles, and firtnn 
cast to west one. The town lies along the bay on tlie we-i side of the 
mountain^ on a decline, by which the rains passing tbrougli it, keep it 
clean. 1116 old town was considerably larger than thenep, which consists 
of about 500 houses. The buildings are of different ina erials; some of 
natural stone u<it of the quarries, some of a factitious, or artiticial stone, 
and a few of brick. The people are supplied uiih fresh provision-, chieffy 
from tlie coast of Barbaiy, and with fruit, and vegt-tahle- of all sorts from 
thence and from their own gardens. Tiiere are, besdes the town, sev ral 
spacious and cominodiuus public edifices erected, as barracks fur the 
soldiers, magar-ines, storehouse-, &c. Beside- British subjects the inha¬ 
bitants consist of Spaniard-, Portuguese, Genoese, and Jews. The town 
mav be said to have two poits; the first lying to the north, is proper mly 
fur small vessels; the other is sery commodious for large vessels, and has 
a fine stone quay. 

The Bay is very beautiful, and capacious, being in breadth about filie 
miles, and in length eight or nine, with- several xnali rivers running into it. 
Tliere is no ground to lie found in the middle of it at KM} fathoms depth, so 
that a squadron may lie there in great safety ; the hrerges from it are very 
lefreshing; antCit contributes likewise to tlie subsistence of the iuhahitiint^ 
by supplying them with plenty,nf fish. 

The Strait of Gibraltar, through which the ocean passes into theMedi- 
terranean, thereby dividing Europe from Africa, runs from west to east, 
about IS limgues. In this Strait tliA-e are three remarkalde proin»ntnriea 
or capes on the Spatiish side, and as m iny oppo-i e to them on tlie Barbaiy 
side. The first of these on tlie side of Spain, is Cape Trafalgar, opposn# 
to which is Cape Spanel; and* in the neighbourhtiod of this rtood th* 
fortressof Tangier, ^oscaiu thG ppsvssion of the British. Tlie next on thn 
Spanish side is Tarifa; and over againgt it lies Malabata^ near thntownof 

fO«h. Vol. XXXIX. MM 
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Alcassari where the Straits are about five leagues broad. Lastly; Gibraltar,* 
facing the mountain (^'Abyla, near the fortress and town of Ceuta, whiqh 
naake the eastern entry of the Straits. 

Gibraltar is a promontory, or rathbr peninsula, of Spun, lying in N. lat. 
95“ fiO'; W> long. 5* 85'.* 
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On the Variation of the Compost, 


ua. HTDROGRAPHER. County of Pertftf nth March, 1818. 

I HAVE not had an opportunity of seeing any of Captain Flinders's 
remarks on the variation of the compass; and I have only had a cur¬ 
sory reading of Mr. Bean's pamphlet on that subject; but from what he 
says, 1 am satisfied, that it involves a subject of great importance to navi¬ 
gation in general, and one that deserves tlie strictest attention, and 
minutest observation, of every individual having opportunities of furmiiig 
ideas on rational and unprejudiced principles. 

That there are many of these just now a-fioat will not be doubted ; but 
that should not prevent others who may be on shore, and who may have 
had opportunities of making remarks, likely to throw the smallest light ou 
the subject, from coming forward with their mite, as the most distant hint 
to an intelligent mind, having an opportunity of following it up, or im¬ 
proving on the idea, might lead to results the most satisfactory. 

Impressed with that idea, I have taken up my pen, to oflFer, tlirough the 
medium of your Chronicle, my congratulation to Captain P'linders, 
on the discovery he has made, of there being a powerful local attraction on 
board each vessel, by which the compass, under particular circumstauces, 
is considerably affected.f 

1 would also offer my mite of praise to Mr. Bean, for tlie great attention 
be has paid to every point he thought calculated to afford a rational data 
for discovering the truth; and at the same time to express my conviction, 
that there is a powerful local attraction on board of every vessel. 

I am led to that conviction, not only from the remarks of the gentlemen 
above alluded to, but from observations I have beard made by other men 
of experience, and from circumstances that have fallen under my own 
notice, which I could not then account for, on principles at all satisfactory 
to my own mind. ' 

Among these, I need not mention flie inaccuracy of reckonings kept by 
the most careful navigators ; for if a lo^al attraction is admitted, which has 


* Fide also N.C. vui. iv. p. 380; xriii. p. 33; and fur representation of the 
siege of Gibraltar, see vol. x. p. 371. 

+ When writing this, it escaped my memory that Captain Flinders is dead ; 
but I let it remain, as a memento of my respect for bis discovery. 
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hitberto been utdcnown; it must be allowed, that the most careful were, 
comparativelj speaking, groping in the dark. 

1 shall, however, mention a remark that I have often beard made, for 
which 1 never could find any other i^son assigned, than that experieiice 
had proved it to be so; vis. that a northerly wind is a mpst favourable one 
for a ship to turn against, as she generally pomes up on each tack ; and 
that a southerly wind is a most baffling one, as the ship generally falls off 
;on each tack. That remark I have often seen verihed, and have Stood 
with astonishment, when the ship was in stays, observing, as I thought, the 
wind coming round with her; but which I an) now satisfied, was the effect 
of local attraction. . 

I shall endeavour to make myself moi/; clearly understood on this point; 
and will take it for granted, from the great quantity of iron used boll) in the 
formation nhd equipn^nt of a ship, especially a man of war, that die com¬ 
pass, from being placed in general from three-fourths to four-hfths’ of the 
length from the boW, its magnetic power must be sensibly affected by such 
a great proportion of the attractive power being placed either to the right 
or left of it, when tlie ship’s head ii to the east or west. 

Impressed with that idea, I shall suppose n case of a ship being liauled 
up to turn against a wind north by comptijs, found to be steady to its*point; 
and that the local attraction of that ship is equal to half a point; and (hat 
the shiQ^’s sails are trimmed, to admit of her lying exactly six points from 
the wind. When she is on the larboard tack, were th^re no local attrac¬ 
tion, slie would lie up K-N.E.; but there being a local attraction of half a 
point, by that power the north point of the compass wjll be ilrawn that half 
point towards the fore part of the ship; and her head ivill, in consequence, 
be by compass N.E. by E. J E. and ilic w ind will be apparently N. f W.; 
thus it will appear the wind 1ms favoured the ship half a point; but on 
going in stays, by the tune the ship's head comes to the wjnd, the equili¬ 
brium of the altractive power will be ng.iiii restored, and tl.e wind will then 
be found to be still due ikviIi by compass; hut on the ship heini; triinincd, 
and brought to the wind on the starliuaid lack, the preponderating power 
of attraction being then to the li'ft of the magnetic needle, the north point 
will be drawn by that power half a point to the west of its true position; 
hence the ship’s head will he N.VV. by W. J \V.: from which it would 
appear, were the local attraction Mnknown, that tiie wind (being then 
apparently N. i G. by compass) had favoiiiTd the ship a point while in 
stays : and each time she is put about, the same apparent favourable effect 
will be observed. , * 

> TIk'SC arc ciroumstances I have often attended,to, and iiave been much 
astonished at the seeming shift of {I'linl always oecurriog when the ship was 
instils: and have sometimes been inclined to tliink, that the sliip was 
lying only five and a half poinft from the wind ; hut on toipfMilHig the 
direction of the dog vane, or the vane at the inast-hend, with the coippass, 
I could not liitd that they iudicated liie ship’s iicad id be less than six points 
from the wiud. • 

X slUiil now state the case of a ship tiirniog ;>|rainst a wind due south by 
compass, when it will he seen, that die local attiacliofi has exactly an oppu- 
•itv cflect us to the progress of the ship. .. . ' * 
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1 shall first supposi* W to he on the smrbosnl tuck, when, were tfiew 
no loral atiriictinn. her head htiuuld be E.S.E. but the preponderating 
nttrariive power tteing then to the right of the magnetic needle (Inivking 
(foni the centre of the compass tovhe nor’h), the north |inini of the com* 
pass will l»e drawn hy that power half a point to the east of its true position, 
which makes the ship’s head to he hv compass E.S E. i E.: from which it 
would appear, that the wind, which was found to he steady, and due 
soihli, had shifted half a point; hut on the ship heiiig pnt in stays, the 
equiiihriutii of tl<e iittntrti<'e power will lie restored hy the time site eoines 
head to wind; and the wind, when right a-head, will be found still d|ie 
S((Uth; hut hy the time the ship is iriinined on the imhonrd lack, it will be 
found that she mill not he higher than W.S.W. k : (he preponderating 
attractive power being then to the left of the magnetic needle, the north 
point of the compass will be by it drawn Haifa point to the westofits true 
position; hence, i he ship lying up only W.S.W. fiW. the wind (were tho 
focalallracliun unknown) would appear to have shifted a point while the ship 
was ill stays; and the same effect would appear evpry time she is put about; 
but it being now discovered that there is a local attraction, I think it fpliy 
and saliitfacturiJy accounts for the seeming unsteadiness of the wind under 
the circuiiistaiices above stated,; ami the remarks that have been made of 
the wind’s unsteadiness in such cases, are certainly cuiToboratiiig proofs of 
the existence of a local attraction. 

I would therefore strongly recommend it to all ypur naval friends who 
spay lie arfioat, to take every opportunity of the wind being nearly nonli or 
90 ntb, to try the lalidity of the above remarks; and were iny Lords Com- 
missiooers of tlie Admiralty to ground an order on three ideas, to all the 
oAcers comuianding v* ssels on the Chapnil and Irish stations, and diiecling 
a report to he matie to them of the results ol their observations, some light 
might he thrown on the subject. 

I recollect liavjng seen in the newspapers some years ago, that a vessel 
had been ordered into Stock’s Bay, to ascertain the difference of the 
variation of the compass, us observed when tiip ship's head was to the west, 
and when fn the east; but ( do not recollect to have observed any thing 
mentioned of the result, nor do I know wliat muAns were used at that tigie 
to come at the truth; therefore, in suggesting what I am about to propose, 
I do not know that I may not he recommending what has already been put 
in practice; but from an ide.-i that that is not the case, and that the 
variation of the compass occasioned by local attraction has nothing to do 
with.thp Polar variation, 1 beg leave to propose, that a true’meridiunal line 
ghatl be drawn on a heacli in a convenient sitmitiuit; and on that line shall 
he placed two pole« exactly perpendicular, ut the distance of a hundred, or 
a hundred and lifiy yards from each oilier; an^ that moorings slmij|. hO laid 
down at a convenient distance frompthe beach, exactly south from llie 
poles, when a ship takpn to these moorings might be steadied by ancliurs, 
Of other iiioormgs laid down fpr the purpose, so as to have these pules 
exactly in one, to a person standing befote the binocle, and having a com- 
pags fdaced on the end of it, exactly over where it usually stumls in the 
kioock, be could take the exact bearing of the poles by compass, wbtcb 
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dinuid b«noted: during this process the siiip% head wodd be aonth. The 
ship should then be wanted round till her head was as nearly due east as 
could lie giirssedf aind ilie pities kept in one to a person standing at the end of 
the biiMicle, when the henrine of the pdes should be again correctly taken by 
eonipns^,and noted; the diffenence between these two hearings thus taken, 
tvouid shew the fariaiion oi'casioned by local attraction when the ship’s 
heed was east. The ship should be again warped round, till her head is as 
nearly west ns possihle, still keeping the poles in one to a person standiug at 
the end of the hinoclc, when >he heaiing of the {.Mtles by coiopuss must be 
again taken, and noted; tfie difTereiice between which and those taken 
when the ship’s head was south, will shew tlie local variation when the 
ship’s head is west. If these bearings were taken at a rime when there 
was little wind, and a slack tide, I think they might he done with a great 
degree of arciimcy, and would n ■! only shew the local variation occasioned 
by the attractive power on board the ship, but would shew tlie Polar varia* 
tion at the place. 

In comniunii ating to you these ideas for insertion in your valuable pub« 
iicatioii, I do it more with a Ivipe of drawitiv the attention of your scientiha 
and imelliiieiit readers, to a sniijeci of such vast importance, than from an 
idea of lieving thereby thrown imy great degree of light on it: but if my 
mite of exeitioi) shall in the miiallest degree tend to excite an inquiry, and 
therebyJead to the discovery of the truth, it will highly gratify 

Your obedient Seniant, 


G£d 


EXPEDITION TO THE NORTH POLE. 

WR. htdrographer, Hal/, Weh, 11th 1818. 

W I 1 E\ tlie piihitc attention is so generally directed to the expedi. 

firm now titling out to explore the Arctic regions, it is to be sup> 
posed that, individuals who take a lively interest in the objects it has in 
view, will estimate, in their own wav, the pruhubilitirs, and the obstacles, 
that appear to them to weigh fur, and against, its success. 

The appearance of an nrticle in the Qiiurterly Review th^s month, 
on this huliject, has led me to consider some of the matters there stated, 
and to enqiibe into the solidity of some of the W'riter’s notions on this 
interesting topiq. In tlie first place —The disappearance of a whole, 
or a great part of the iiiipenetrahle bartier of tee which had shut up a 
large<porrioi| of llie eastern coast *if Old Greenland, seems to be aiithcn-. 
ticaied hy |a'rsonseniiiled to creiiit; and it wav Ac, that this “ ncciimulated 
barrier of ice, prohahly by its own weight and inagnilude, and the action 
of ihe<urreiit logetliei, at lengtii burst its fetters.” Rut at the same time 
it may he oliNcn'c-d, that, if mis barrier possessed tiie same strength.and 
compactness as it did during the many hundred yt ars it is said to have 
licid Its post in defiance of itj it would have remained there stdl. V^e 
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must, therefore, look for some other cause to account for a diminution df 
its strength; and this cause might perhaps be, winters unusually niild, 
without frost sufficient to keep its parts so consolidated as heretofore. 
Recounting thus for a reduction of its strength, the same current it had 
so long resisted might separate it. The removal of this ice being ** cotem- 
poraneous with the period vrhen the western declination of the magnette 
needle became stationary,” is certainly a “ remarkable coincidence.'* 

That there may be some connection between this disappearance of large 
masses of icc, and the power of magnetic attraction, is probable enough, 
from this coincidence. Yet all wc can gather is, that the power of mag¬ 
netic attraction increased with an ncciiniulation of ice, and became 
stationary about the period of its **emoval from particular places. Whether 
there exists any combination of causes—whether the connection is between 
the ice and the grand focal point of magnetic attraction, which some phi¬ 
losophers suppose to be situated in the earth, or whether it is between the 
ice, and electricity in the atmosphere, or the Aurora Borealis, or all 
these together, can as yet be only matter of mere conjecture; as are 
opinions of the cause of the Aurora Borealis itself. 

Beccaria conjectures, “ that there is a constant circulation of electric 
floid from North to South, and. that the Aurora Borealis may be this mat¬ 
ter performing its circulation in such a state of the atmosphere as rendered 
it visible, or approacliing nearer than usual to the earth.” Dr. Halley 
imagines, “ that the Aurora Borealis is produced by a kind of subtle mat¬ 
ter freely pervading the pores of the earth; and wliich entering near 
• the Southern Pole, passes out again will) some force into theiEthcr at the 
same distance from the Northern. 

Franklin supposes, “ the electric fire discharged into the polar regions 
from vaporised air raised from the ocean between the tropics, accounts 
for the Aurora Borealis; and that it appears tirst, where it is first in 
motion; namely, in the most northern part, though the fire really pro¬ 
ceeds northward.” Father Boscovich dctcrmiiied the height of an Aurora 
Borealis, and found it 825 miles. Mr. Bergman, from a mean of SO com¬ 
putations, made the average licigiit of the Aurora Borealis 4C9 miles; but 
Euler supposes the height to be 7000 miles; and Marian also, assigns 
tu them a very elevated region. Thus discordant and various are tlia 
conjectures of philosophers on ibis matter. 

At all events, in whatever way the supposed connection may be between 
the removal of the icc and these pheiiouiena, it ** seems not unfair to infer, 
that the departure of the immense mountains niid fields of'ice, which for 
so many centuries have covered the Arctic Seas, may Jia”e had some effect 
in stopping the barrier of the western declination of the Needle.” But 
we may as,/(riW<y draw the same miereiice from a simitar cause, though 
probably of much less eximl ; and all Oe ran know, till the whole of the 
Arctic Ilcgioiis are explored is, the de|iaiture of pcriiaps a very sni&ll 
portion only, of “ these immense mnuntHiiis and fields nf icc,” which had 
collected in the Ticuiify of Greenland. \Vhat may still remain in the 
Arctic seas we arc yet to learn; and concerning which, like every thing 
else where facts and local experience are wanting, our opinions can only 
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b« formed on tome theory built on fixed, and generally received 
principles. 

Tiie fact', however, of the disappearance of some large mountains and 
fields of ice from part of the Arctic rcjftions being admitted, the writer 
the article in question then enquires whether any, and what advantages, 
may arise out of un event, which for the first time has occurred, at least 
to so great an extent during the last four hundred years;” and among 
the objects most interesting niciitious these ; 1st. The influence wlfich 
the rcmo\'al of “ so large a body of ice may liave on our climate.” 

On the benefits we siiouUi derive from an amelioration of our climate, 
there can be but one opinion. And that our iilnnincr seasons have been 
colder than usual, in the latter years fur^instance, are from the causes he 
assigns, few- will iuubt. But llie cd'ect produced may nut continue. For 
though the principal cause of the cliilliicss of our clituato, compared with 
what it appears to have been centuries ago, may be removed for the pre- 
senty yet the grand primary cause which produced the ice, wliose approxi* 
matiun deterioiated utir clnuaLc, it is to be piesumcd, will continue to 
operate; and what has happened by,the established general law of Nature 
may happen again. 'I'liereforc, though it may be Ao/cd, it certainly would 
he unreasonable to presume" (hat merelyaccount of the presetic^mci- 
dental removal of some portion of ice, “ our summer climate (and 'vinter 
too, when the wind blows from the western quarter,) may henceforth im¬ 
prove.’' 'I hough, no doubt, it will improve, if the ice daes not again col¬ 
lect in the places from u Lcnce it has lately been di'^ludged. But surely we 
have more reason to fear it mtnjy because it has done so before, than to 
presume we shall “ hencefort’a'' have no iituie iiugc ice-bergs drifting down 
to the southward in (he wind’s eye of our island, and that therefore our 
climate may improve. Fur, whilst the universe continues to be governed 
by the unerring and unalterabie general laws of God, mountains and iieldi of 
ice will doubtless cuntiime to be formed in the Polar regions of tlie North; 
and whenever the winters are successively severe there, they must accu¬ 
mulate; and, no doubt, find their way to the southwaid as they have 
dune. 

The 2d object is ** the opportunity which the heal disappearance of the 
ice alTurd^uf inquiring into the late of the long lost colony, on the eastern 
coast of Old Greeiilamt.” It must be adiiiilted to lie favourable lor this 
object,so highly interesting to humanity and science, us well as to curiosity, 
And should the Ka^t coast of Greenland continue to be free from ice, as it 
is said to have Been last yeoi', it is probable it may be attained. • 

‘[{'iieSd object, vjz. “ tbt facility it otfers of correcting tbe very defective 
geography of the Arctic regions in our western hemisphere. Of attempting 
the circumiiavigatiuii of Gieeiiland. A direct passage over the Pole. * And 
the more circuitous one along tiK northern coast of America into the 
Puciftc.’' Certainly “ any event that tends to encourage the attempt to 
amend the very defective geography of the Arctic regions, more especially 
un the side of America, may tfl: hailed as an important occurrence.” But 
let us see whether, what may be only a local and very partial removal of 
ice, collected in the viciuity of Grcenljind, is likely to facilitate mart Uian^ 
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M etRinmatira eastern const, or. at mnit, its cireumnsrigatioii, mid, 
perhaps, oi'exploring th« coast of America some disinnce to the north>«vesc 

Cuoiherland Island, if not to its oorih-eastero exireiiiity. It wvtrf 
trM, that several circumstaoces* may be adduced in suiiport of the 
opiniol), that, Oreenlaod is eitlier an island, 4>r an archipelago of Utatids;"' 
and none striio|'er ihsii. the perpetual current stated to set down to the 
southward, along the eastern coast of America, and the western shores of 
Greenland.*’ 

But this current, though affording ** a strong presuniptinii” that between 
Davis’s Strait and the great Polar ha»in there u siime communication; yet 
surely it does not authorize us to presume that there is ** an uninterrupted 
com'iiunication.” On tlie contrary, it seems prohnble, that there may be 
islands nr shoals between the north-west coa*>i «if Greenland and the iio>th- 
cast Coast of America, among which smaller mnsses pf ice. tre< s, and whales 
tun, as well as the current, may find a passage down Davis’'< Straits from (he 
Polar basin; but which may he, and pnihably are, so blocked up geiier.altj 
by mnuntaiiis and large fields of ice, as to present an lmpas^alde barrier 
for ships. 

On account of the current, it is certainly fair to presume, that the 
northern part of Davis’* Strait is misnamed in the chart- as “ a bay;” for if 
it were one, it certainly ” would he very dilhciill to explain, how a current 
that runs to the southwaid perpetually, with a vi-hicity of four, and sotne> 
times of five mileh'tui hour, could origiiiiiie in the hottom of it!” If there 
is an uninterrupted cumiiiunicatioii, that is, if there is no land, no shoals in 
the whi>le space between Greenland and America, it appears very probable 
that greater quantities of ice would paiis ihroiiuli that space with a current 
of such velocity; and less find Us way round Grceidaiid. But we must 
endeavour, first, to decide in uur own minds, ns well as we can, how and 
where, tiie ice in the Polar regitms is formed. In what direction it is pro* 
Itahly impelled by the winds and currents. How tlie^ie winds probably pre> 
vail in summer, and winter, and how the current probably seis iiridetneath, 
as well ns at the surface of the water. For, iiutwitli-iaiiding the writer of 
the article I am examining, apprehends it will be “ found, that the currents 
of the ocean, where no laud intervenes, are entirely superficij^ih” And 
though he says, “ it would be difiicult to explain the perpetual egress of a 
current, from the Polar basin into the Atlantic, witimur admitting a supply 
through the only remaining opening (Behring’s Strait,) into that basin, to 
answer the demand of the current,” I yet firmly believe, there must he a 
continual under flow of water in the ocean, as well ns siiperHciul currents. 
Otherwise, that ** universal motion of the gfeat deep,which he, and all 
must allow, cannot be satisfactorily accounted for. How then, it may he 
asked^ are these lower currents to be accounted for? The question is 
inach easier to be put than solved to thl: satisfaction of others. But 1 will 
endeavour to explain the ideas 1 have on the subject as well as I can; 
and that, too, with all the diffidence of one who knows that, though con¬ 
jectures mayt perhaps, be well founded, their truth depends on expert- 
ioeiit. 

The conjectures I venture to offer, jare founded, however, on the known 
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AhknowIpd;>pd properties of heat and cold. Heat is known to be th^ 
|;e(ieral cnttse of the expansion of air, and cold the ciiuse of its compressioti'. 
licat rarefies, and cold condenses. The inilueiicc of the sun, in rarefying tltd 
atinosphcre to the greatest degree, hcbV.'cen the tropics, together with tint 
earth’s rotation on its axis from west to east, would produce a constant wind 
from east to west, all round the globe, if lio land ii-'ervencd; because, thft 
joints of greatest rarefaction being successively westward; and those east¬ 
ward of each other, parting surcesMvcly, as the sun sets in their horizeiis, 
with part of the heat received in his passage over them, the motion of the 
atmosphere nearest the surface of the water, must necessarily be fruiii east 
to west; following the apparent motion of the sun. We find this proved by 
fact, on those portions of the gloVjc where the general law is tint obstructed 
by causes of an opposite nature, arising from terrene iitflocnce; viz. in the 
great Pacific Ocean, between America and the coast of New lluliand, and 
also ill the open sen, bclv^eeii .Afiu-u iiod Aintrica. I'lie central niediuni 
Ijnc of greatest rarefaction, is tlio equator ; but, according to the silii’s de¬ 
clination, N'orili or South, it will he more to the northward or souLliward. 
Tlie air, thus rarefied in the lower regions of the iitniospheie surrounding 
the earth, a>id comprised nuliiii the iiuiiis of the sun's path between the 
tropics, must be continually usccoding into tlie higher, and ilicncc, ^orih 
of the equator, advancing towards (he North Pole; and South of the line, 
townFd.s the South Pole, till tonit uhere in its pasiage, it acquires that degree 
of condensation by cold, which compels it again to return in the lower 
strata, to the point of greatest rarefaciiuii, to undergo the same process. 
This seems to be the grand general law of Nature’s operation upon the at¬ 
mosphere; that by universal motion, it may be preserved in a state of 
purity.” Let us now itiqtiire, wiiother this aaine law is not equally ap)ili- 
cahle to that universal meuion of the great deep which must he equally ne¬ 
cessary to its parity, and therefore we certainly may presume, does take 
place on some general priiicijilc. We indeed already know, that tiie waters 
•f the ocean in the P.icific, ami in the Atlantic between the tropics, where 
least obstructed by land, move at and near the surface, in a similar direc¬ 
tion, iieaiiy and generally, to that of the wind. When obstructed hy lands, 
they take the various tin mugs and windings, which the forms and trctulings 
of those lands, and other local causes, impose on them. 

If it lie allowed, that the iiif|uenec of " the sun, in rarefying the atmo¬ 
sphere to the greatest degree between the tropics, together with the earth’s 
rotation on its axis from west to oast, would produce (if no land inter¬ 
vened,) a constant wind from cast to west,” may wc not suppose that, f 
the same causes operate similarly, but propnrtiunahly on the waters of the 
•cean, that they must produce a similar clfcct, and oblige them to lake a 
like direction ? That is from ease to west, at and near the surface all 
rqynd the globe, within tlie limits the sun’s deciinatinii. If this gcncr.'il 
efliect be admitted, then, on the ground it rests, vve may presume that, If 
tiierc was a passage through the isthmus of Darien for the immense body 
of water which coniiiiually flows horn cast to west, into the Caribbean Sen 
and gulf of Mexico, what is called the i,(iir-Ktreain wuuld no longer exist. 
And as it seems probable, that tlie surface of the water must be somewhat 
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higher on the eastern side of America, thereaboutSf than on the otlier, 
owing to the land’s obstruction to the natural course of tlie great equhuM* 
tial current, aud the necessity imposed on it, to find vent through the gulf 
of Florida, into the Atlantic, it is ,not unreasonable to conclude, that, if 
(his accumulation of water was at liberty to flow through the continent o£ 
America into the Pacific Ocean, the surface of the sea on this side would 
be lower than it now is; and parts of land, now under water, would W 
exposed to view. This effect would however be injurious to commerce 
with the West Indies, for it would .render the homeward-hound 
passage more ^ifiicult. Instead of a constant weather current to assist, 
ships, it is pretty certain .there would be a lee one from the N<£.-along 
the Cast coast of Florida, and its iitfluence would most probably be felt 
far up to the N.E. from whence the current of colder water would 
flow nearer the surface than it now can, covered superficially as it. 
may be supposed to be by the warmer gulf strehm. The high degree 
of temperature which this great body of water acquires by tbe Sun's constant, 
action upon it, being slowly reduced during its propelled progress to tba 
K.E. it is probable that it may advance even beyond the BanLs of New¬ 
foundland before it is reduced to tbe colder temperature of the fluid below 
it, which must be flowing from the northern regions of condensation to* 
wards the points of greatest iiarefaction and evaporation between the 
Tropics^ to supply the place of that which the heat is, as constantly rare¬ 
fying and evaporating; and so sending back in the upper strath of (be > 
atmosphere, to tbe colder regions. The gulf stream thus propelled by 
lateral pressure up towards the Banks of Newfoundland, is seldom foun4 
to affect a ship beyond those Banks; at the same time, it is possible, that 
some of it may advance farthej^to the northward, before that reduction is 
effected in its temperature which gives it a tendency to the southward; 
for many articles, the produce of tropical climes, and some knowm to hav« . 
been from tbe West Indies, have been cast ashore on the coast of Europe.. 
Some of these places being to the N.E. of Newfoundland, it is ddBcult to 
believe these articles could have been driven thither by the winds and tlte 
swell of the sea only. For, these prevailing as much fmm N.VV. at S.W. 
would give them about an east direction; and if they were immersed 
sufficiently, to feel the force of the great under Jloa of cold fluid from tbe . 
north, which brings the Ice Bergs down to 39** or 40° of latitude, they 
would move in an east southerly liirectiuu. It seems therefore reasonable 
to suppose that, there may still be the remains of a nurt.,heJy*movement of 
water, at and very near the surface, to cause bodies floating there,.to make 
course;- as some have done, to the north even orK.N £. from Newfoundland. 
The great body of the gulf stream is, however, much redileed in tempera- ' 
ture about tbe Bank^ of NewfouiHlland, and m proportion as it feels the 
cold of tbe great under-fiuw from the north, it is turned gradually to tty 
ea^ward and southward past the Western' Islands. Whether any part of it . 
reaches the coasts of England, France, Portugal or Spain, is a point much . 
disputed. It is possible, however,, that it may, diverging ns it appears tq . 
do to the eastward and southwart^ some of the fluid that campoitod it way. 
find its wuy to tbe northward of Capel'iuisteire, and add. sometbin|t ^ ^ ' 
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■^rcatljocly of water w^ich the western sweH heaves into the Bay of Biscay; 
’md proceeding to the nurtliward along the coaslK)f France, sets over from 
TTlhant beyond Cape Clear ; till meeting in that quarter with a fluid below, 
ofa colder degree than its own, perhaps gradually joins the Polar stream 
to the* siiuthward according to its depth and temperature. Some of the 
waters of the gulf stream it is possible (ihongh hardly that), may assist in 
supplying the water expended hy evaporation in the Mediterranean, wliose 
surface, therefore, it is presumed, must hr lower than that of the A tiftntic, 
as the constant current setting into it, seems to prove. Some philosophers 
indeed, suppose, that the quantity of water continually admitted through 
the Gut of Gibraltar into the Mediterranean, is greater timti can be ex¬ 
pended by evaporation; and that ti^prefore, there must be a counter 
current setting out underneath. To establish this opinion, it seems neces¬ 
sary first to prove ^at the temperature of the Mediterranean is lower 
generally than that of the Atlantic »luch flows into it. For if it is higher, (as 
"is more probable), the surplus (if there was any, and allowing ilicir surfaces 
to be equal), would, I presume, run out at the surface, and the supply be 
received in underneath, which is c(,intrary to fact—though 1 hare supposed 
rt barely possible, that some of the gulf stream may cross the Atlantic, I 
by no means say that it is so. On the cemtrary, it is little felt by skips far 
to the eastward of the Aaures; but in the vicinity of tiiose islands, the S.E. 
portion of it gradually turns to the suutlmai'd, and ns it advances in that 
direction, soon feeling the impulse again of the grand equinoctial current, 
'is compelled to paitake of its western motion. Thus forming a sort of cir¬ 
cular eddy, wliK'ii may he comprised hetween the latitude of about 18° or 
19° north, and the pmallcl of the Western Islands; and from about the 
longitude of Q9° to4.3°\iest; wiihin which limns the gulf weed is found 
floating on the suiface, vihoic I suppose it originates, lives its appuinted 
time, and decays like any oilier vegeiablc production; aud 1 believe, it is 
rarely or never met with l.eyond these limits. 

Though I have admitted >lie Iwrc y (issilulity that some of the gulf stream 
may enter the stiait of (iihraltar, I rnniiot agree with the writer of the 
nrticle in the Quartet iy Review, when he Fays, (speaking of ihcgulf stream), 
“ that it IS of sutticiiiiL force and tpuiiiiiiy to make us influence be felt in 
the distant strait of Gihrallar.'’' Thus implying (if I understand him right) 
that this “ force and quantity,’' of 'he gulf stream, are the primary causes 
of the coiiktniit current into the siiait. On the contrary, thinking as 1 do 
that the causes of this constant flow of water into the Mediterranean, arc 
of a purely 4ucnl nature, comiecicil exclusively with that sea; I therefore 
think it most probable, that, if the great equinoctial current flowed (as [ 
presume it would, were there a sufricii nt passage),'through the Continent of 
America into the ihicific, and cibistoLicnily annihiiated the present gulf 
stream, there would be the ve^|/ uime constant flow of water into the 
Mediterranean that there is now, as long as the Sun’s power continued, and 
the localities exclusively lielunging to that sea, remained the same. In 
short, 1 am of opinion that die waters of the Atlantic (approximate to the 
strait of Gihraltar), feel the innuence of purely Mediterranean causes ; and 
£h»t neither the “ force’’ iior “ quaiaity” of the gulf stj^eatn htive any effect 
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^1ii!it«vcr in cauMg the current that runs into the Medkerraneau. It (S 
welt known by experience, that this current is strongest witli easterly gales 
in the hottest weather, with, wind at the same time, and is dimiiiishetl diir* 
' iiig the prevalence of the westei-ly wipds ;> and is weaker in wiirier genertdiys 
thhn in summer. Dut to return—The winds, and surface currents in the 
Pacific Ocean, are influenced generally in a similar way by the Sun's power 
as those between Africa and America, making however due allowance for 
the .difference of the formation and positions of intervening lands, for these 
obstruct the uniform general tendency of the winds and currents from east 
to wcst>; therefore, from the east coast of New Holland, to the east coast of 
Africa, niuJ within the limits of the Sun's declination, the winds and cur¬ 
rents become periodiiol and changeable, according to his place. But, -it 
would he leading u$ too far out t)f the way, to attempt to trace the cur^ 
rents in the Indian sens, influenced as they arc so variously and oppositely, 
in their direction and velocity, at different seasons,'-by the monsoons, and 
the bodies of land within their limits. Suffice it to say, what more parti* 
pularly applies to the North Pacific, and will lead us again to the Arctic 
regions. 

Having said that the air is rarefied ami raised in the atmosphere, and that 
the greatest degree of evaporation is effected between the west coast of 
Africa and the east coast of Aniericn; and that north of the line, the fluid 
is so returned Imards the North Polo, and being condensed sotnewherein 
its passage by cold, it perhaps supplies with water some of the rivets which 
discharge Into the'seas of the temperate zone, or into the polar ocean; and 
wliethcr, falling in rain, hail, or snow iipun the earth or not, it ultimately 
liuds Its way into the ocean; and according to the temperature propor¬ 
tionate to its deptli, the water takes a direction towards tiie regions of 
equatorial heat, is again raised by that heat to the surface, and again eva- 
poiated. For experiments in liie oc(«n have proved, that when the tem- 
periiture of the alnmphere exceeds that of the surface of the sea, tlie 
superflciai water is generally warmer than that at certain depths beneath 
it. (1 Siiy generally, because in soundinfis, and confined waters, local causes 
etlect many exception^ to this general rule), and m all probability, the 
greater the depth the colder the fluid iii that case. And as we know, that 
when the air (or waiei^, receives an increase of heat, its parts will be put 
in motion towards tiiat heat, *it follows, that the colder water tin nughout 
its whole depth, must have a general tendency to flow towards the point of 
greatest heat; and be continually rising towards the surface in the equatorial 
legions. This probably is the routine of the general movement of the 
atmosphere, and the waters of the ocean, between Europe, Aliica, and 
America, from the Aictic regions to the Eqimior; ana it seems no ies3 
probable, that in the Pacific, they are. subject to the same general laws* 
i'or there also the great equatorial current is in constant motion to the 
westward, and like tlie gulf stienm, nntr from causes too in so/A’C points 
^iiniiar, it gradually turns to the nurihwiird, when it approaches tfie lands 
|o the northward of New Guinea, and the Philippine Islands; and being' 
perhaps at tiie same time influenced by currenU setting in a diflcreiit direc* 
tiun, more particularly during the prevalence uf tlieS,W* monsoon in, 
uud China seas^ 
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Near the coast of Japan, the current ha« been found to set by N. 
'•t the rate of five knots an hour. At 18 leanues distance^ about three 
knots in tl>e saine direction, but at a greater distance from the land, it in* 
elioed nx'i^ to tlic eastwani; and at 60 leagues from the land, it set 
]£.N>E* time tulles an hour, then (like the gulf stream), inclining gradulllly 
te the souihMant; so that at the distance of 120 leagues from the coast of 
Nipnn, its direction was S.E. and its rate tint mure than a knot an hour. 
From this current setting generally to tiie N.£. along the coast of J^ptm 
more or less strong, pruhahly, according to the seaon of the year, it 
appears, that the tnution of the air and wateis hetweeii the west coast of 
America, and the coast ul. New Holland, upd all the lands to the north¬ 
ward, towards lilieriiig’s sirait, is sim/ar to that noitli of ihe line, between 
Africa, Eumpe, and America. It is'therefore presumable, that tiicugh 
Oltiper/Sdof current may run into Bhering’s strait, there must also be one 
Ttuiniiig out of it uMerneulh, if ihe principles this theory rests on, are 
Morrect 

But the writer of the article I am examining is of opinion, that ** the 
constant vircuhit' motion, and intercliange of waters between tlSe Pacific 
and the Atlantic,” wvs be by Bhering’s strait, otherwise '* it would bs 
difficult III ixpiain ilie perpetual egress of u cunent from the Polar basin 
into the Atlantic, without admitting a supply through the only remniniug 
•pelting inio ihnt l>:isin to answer the demand of the current.” 

He run-iders tin priinipul ohjeciion to a free communication between 
the I’antip and the rohir hasin, to arise from “ C'aptainX/Ook having found 
little I'l-iiii riirienr lo the northward ot Bhering’s atraitand answers that 
ebjci I Milt Ml •iiKc. Iiy insiHiiciiig the small current perceptible in a mill- 
dam, ili>tii<.b the waters below may he ruiiliing ou/ with the greatest violence 
iindci the floo(l»!tie,” meaning, if I do not mistake him, that though little 
fir no ct.iren'b was found at the surface, tliere was one below “ rushing (in) 
with the greatest violence’’ from the Atlantic to the Polar basin. 

I admit the pnibability of a surface current into the strait, for the reasons 
already given, ami Ulieve tliere may be one, because it is mentioned thus 
in Cook's toy.i};!-:—“ Wc were now convinced that w-cliad been under the 
infiueiice oi a siiong euircnt setting to theiiortii, liiut had caused an error 
in our latitude ut mion of 20 miles. In passing tins strait last year, we 
cxperienceii the stime efi'ecl. On the 12th of July, when within the strait, 
in luiitiioe 69° S7"', and iinlbway between the two continents, the current 
was touml to set N.W, at the rate of one knot.” 

Tins proven there was u surtace curretn, though a small one, both at the 
eiitriiiice, ant! to me nortliward ot the strait.—But what have we te found 
the suppuaiiiuii (Ai, that th^ waters may be “ ri^shing out,”—that is—i», 
with the greatest “ violence imdei; the fiuudgatc," which is compared to 
“ the niipeiietrahle t>ariier of ice winch stopped the progressof*Cook’s 
successors ?”—'lliL author oi ilie^rlicie in (piestiun sufiposes, that if the 
Polar basin shoulo pru« e to be ti'i t iruiii land about the Pule, it will also 
be f ri e ut ice,” und that this may tie llie cas^, is not iiitprobabie, iii the 
mmmer season; not however because of the iiomexisteiice of land, but for 
pthcr reasuns which shall be explained by and t>y. Ha also supposes that 
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the barrier of ice which stopped the progretls df Cook's socoM^ni»** was 
aoveable, or no wliere toached the bottom. 

^e writer of Cook’s voVkge was of the same opinion about the ioenearest 
the ship, though it rested on a foupdation that perhaps might not itqually 
a)>ply to tlic largest masses of ice further to the northward, and %at seen, * 
His words are->'*' We had twice traversed the sea in lines needy parallel 
with the run we had just made; and in the first of those traverses we were 
siotable to penetrate so far north by eight or ten leagues as in the second ; 
end that in the last we had again found an united body of ice, generally 
about five leagues to the southward of its position in the preceding run.—' 
its this proves, that the large compact fields of icc which ve saw were move- 
able dr diminishing; at the same tinfe, it does not leave any well-founded 
expectation of advancing much farther, in the most favourable season." 

Though this proves that the floating ice seen, shifted its position, both to 
the northward and to the southward^ but chieflif the latter^ as will be seen 
farther proved.—Yet, it docs nut prove that the larger masses to the north- 
ward, which they did not see, might not be immoveable, by grounding at 
the bottom ; if' the water became shooter in that direction, as our naviga¬ 
tors appeared to find it was, as far as ili^y advanced.—Now should there 
have been any such immoveable masses of ice to the northward, it would 
in some degree account, why tfie current, which tlie writer in the lleview 
supposes to set with such " violence” from the Atlantic, should not have 
carried the icc away with it towards the Pole, where there »iay he none.-— 
But, if the whole of this icc was moveable, it proves, that whether there was 
a small current setting to the northward, or not, and whether at'the sur¬ 
face, and underneath, or both, there must liave been a much stronger 
current from the nm thward, or something else, which still more jiowciful/y 
impelled the ice to the southward in dcliancc of the other, as vvcil as of the 
wind, which appears to have been generally from the S.W. when strongesr. 
It is said in Cook’s voyage, ** it may be observed, that in tiic year 1778, 
we did not meet with the ice till we advanced to the latitude of 70”, on 
August 17th, and that then, w'e found it in compact bodies, extending us 
hr as the eye could reach, and of which, a part or the whole was move¬ 
able; since ly Us drifting doun upon ns, we narrowly escaped being 
hemmed in between it and the land. On the Asiatic side, they encountered 
ItH^e extensive fields of icc, and were sure to meet with it about the lati¬ 
tude of 70° quite across, whenever they attempted to stand to the north¬ 
ward. On the 36th of August, they were obstructed by it in 69”^ in such 
quantities, as made it impossible to pass either to the north or west. In 
the sedond attempt they could do little more, for they were never able to 
approach the continent if Asia higher than 67% nor that oi^ America in any 
pan, excepting a few leagues between the latitude of 68“ and 68° 20* 

'But in the last attempt, they were obstructed by ice three degrees farther 
to the southward, and their endeavours to push farther to the northward, 
were principally confined to the mid space betw'een ihe two coasts.'* 

Now all this docs not seem to favour the supposition of a current rush¬ 
ing in” from the Pacific through Bheiing's strait, with such velocity as it 
nay be fairly supposed a body of water would haotf of sufficient quantity 
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to supply thfe sontherij current " setting perpetually into the Atlantic on 
both siHes of Oreenland, not only when the icp. is melting, but when the 
sea is freezing/' 

Indeed, if we do bdt consider for a tn'oment, the quantity of water that 
may be 'supposed to flow through so extensive a space as Davis’s Strait, 
with a velocity of four, and sometimes of five miles an hour,” and then 
add to 'that the amazing quantity setting as constantly to the southward 
in the still greater space to the eastward of Greenland and Spitzhergen, 
it does certainly appear to be improbable, nay, impossible, that a current' 
of at least equal, or even of double velocity, and occupying the full extent 
of the breadth and depth of Bhering’j Strait, would be at all adequate to 
answer the demand; much less so trifliug a current as we are warranted 
by facts to believe there is. For in Cook’s voyage, the remarks on diis 
matter are thus summed up. " We again tried the currents, ond found 
them unequal, but never exceeding one mile an hour. Dy comparing tha 
reckoning with the observations, we also found the currents to set different 
ways, yet more from the S.W. than any other quarter. But whatever that 
direction migift be, their effect was to trifling, that no conclusion respect* 
ing tlie existence of a passage to the northward could be drawn from them.” 
It is presumed, that all the currents hcre^'poken of were tvperficialT But 
even admitting they extended quite across the strait, and flowed the same 
way thrqjiigKnut-its whole depth; still it seems quite beyond the bounds of 
possibility, that the quantity of water so admitted, and vrith a rate of flow 
so '* trifling,” could be siiflinient fur the supply uf the currents constandy 
setting to the southward, through the other two upeuings into the Atlanric. 

Judging then from such facts as are before us, that a part, and but a 
very small part, of the demand to supply the southern current, confes 
in from Ae Pacific tlirough Bliering s Strait, it is necessary to inquire from 
what sources, then, is all the water so flawing out of the Polar Uegious .to 
Che southward derived ? 

I have supposed them to be produced (at least the ** motion of the great 
deep,” generally) hy evaporation in the equatorial regions of heat and by 
cold returnedj in various ways, in the atmosphere by land .and by sea, 
into all the northern regions, even as far as the Pole. For though th« 
way of the Almighty,” as the psalmist says, *' is on the sea, and liis paUi ia 
the deep waters,” yet it is also as surely in the clouds of Heaven. And 
though ** bis footsteps are not known” certainly, yet it is permitted us hum¬ 
bly to endeavour to trace them. 

Whether or fiot there is anv increase of water from the melting of tim 
ice.in the Polar sien so ns to^cause a current to the south, appears to ba 
nut very material; and perhaps has little to do in increasing or diminish* 
iug the'genera/quantity of water in tfie polar basin.” In all probab'ility^ 
it reijnnins nearly the same at all titnes, whether there is more or less ice; 
that is, taking the ice and water together as an aggregate body to make up . 
that quantity. I agree with the writer in llic Review, that those who could 
suppose the melting of the ice tA atfurd such a supply, would betray a degree 
of ignorance,” greater perhaps than that of not being aware, ” of the v«ry 
litUa influeuee which an Arctic suiniuej' exerts on fields of ice, perpetually 



148 


tfVd40(»ftAiPMY. 


liurroiinddd w they ere with a chillyi end mottly with a freesEingt ataia^ 
ifihere, created by themselves.’' However, there is no subject perhafir, 
ea which npinions have been more at variance, than on the meltiiii; of' Che 
iee. in the Polar regions, as well ai' where, and how it is formed. St.' 
Pierre went so far as to suppose it was the cause of the tides. ''But be 
does not appear to liave been a plain “ matter of fact man," but of fancy 
and imagination. 

Cithers think the ice does not melt at all, or at least very little, even ui 
summer. If ice, when once formed (he it how it may) round and along the 
coasts of those regions, does not melt at all, there must be a constant 
increase so lung ns that ice is surrounded by a freezing atmosphere 
created by itself," which we are told ii “ mostly is" even in summer ; and 
if so, we may fairly presume It alwat/x is in winter. At this rate, with the 
esception of what may make its escape to the soutliward tliruugh Davis's 
strait, and to the eastward of Greenland, it would necessarily be always 
advancing towards the Pole (admitting klie land to be the place of its 
first formation) and chtsc over it; unless wc can find some probable cause 
counteracting this effect of perpetual frQst. And perhaps we are warranted 
ill supposing that there exists some such cause. Iiuieed it seems more than 
probable, that the process of freezing and melling may be going on in tlie 
Arctic regions on tiie saute body of ice (if of magnitude to be m(fieicntly 
immersed) at the same time, and pa haps in the winter as well as the 
summer. i. 

Water is a compound of ice and caloric. The temperature of ice is 
3S*; and while surrounded by a tcmpcratiure equaly it will rcmatAtce. 
But whenever the icrnpfrature of the atmosphere exceeds 32”, anij^tn* 
tinues so long enough fur the body of ice to receive a sjjiucienctf of caloric 
to effect its dissolution, it will do so. it is probable, that the tem^ralure 
of tbp atmosphere, even in tiiG Arctic regions, in summer, will sometimes 
exceed 32'^, and the more, perhaps, tiie urarer the Pole; and whenever it 
does sujfficientlp, the effect on ice is obvious. Tins teems sufficient 
to be said on the prohnbililp of ice ubiwe water melting in the Arctic 
regions ill summer, if the temperature of the atmosphere ever ien^/y 
exceeds SQ*’. In the winter, as the temperature of the atmosphere roust 
Le constantly below that, of course the freezing above the surface of the 
Ka will be as constniit, tliongh the surface of the sea itself probably will 
not freeze at a temperature much below SO” even in a motionless state. 
The. same bodp of ice while freezing above water, that is increasing in size 
and extent by snow and hail, and the salt water freezing in wVtsbing over it, 
may perhaps al x\\e same time be melting under water'y^awA this process 
will be probably accelcrUfted according to the magnitude of the mass, and the 
depth of its immersion, For when the st’tmosphere is colder than thfj^rface 
of the sea, the water will (in proportion perhaps to its depth) be found warmer 

some degrees, than it Is at the surface; and though few expej^iments 
jbave yet been iitade to establish this fact, yet sufficient to warrant this con* 
ckision. Thus, even in summer, Jf tl>e temperature of the atmosphere 
dmuld be 32% and the surface of the sea, clear of land and toundingSf 
3 dr 4 degrees liiglicr, that of the jwatcr below would probably be mucli 
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hi(^er sUU; so that the portbn of a large mass of ice above Ike turfaee of 
the sea would remain ice and ausiinent; and the other portion of it beiem 
being immersed in a temperature exceeding the point of qongelationi 
would probably be melting and decreiAing. . 

The well attested facts, of large bodies «>f ice having been seen to cap* 
size .or turn bottom up, prove, that their centre of gravity is altered by an 
increase of their bulk above, or a diminution of it below, according to the 
excess of either effect. Upon the whole, however, it seems prohahle, that 
in the Arctic regions, the process of freezini: in the atmosphere, exceeds 
that of melting under water, particularly on those smaller innsbes of ice 
whici) arc immersed least; and rliereCore that there must tie a general itt* 
crease of ice in the Polar basin, fro the Pole (if the ice originates there) 
towards the hinds sunounding the basin; or from those lands (if the ice 
first frirms there) up ci^ vards the P de. On this question too, npiiiiuiis 
have been most vartons. Every circumstance seems to weigh against tbt 
opinion of its greatest formation being about the Pule, except one, and 
that IS, because the sea-water there will most proli-ibly be found to con¬ 
tain the leost suit. 1 am disposed to believe, that it must also in the 
winter be colder at the surface of the •■ea, near the Pole, than any where 
e'se. Yet, on the whole, it seems most panhahle, that the ice is originally 
formed in the rivers, and along the shores of ail (lie lands surromiriiiig tha 
Polai basin. Being aflei wards detnehed from lands, and liriven to 

sftf by the winds mid currents in niuises of more or Ics^cxtciit of ‘•urface, 
but no great thickness; it jk cutnul.ites by the falling of snow and 
hail^imid by the salt water fitc ii.g up>m ii, into immense iiiouiiiaiiis and 
ficltE" 

In the pait of the Polar IP'-m fnrdier to the sonthwaid, where it it 
boiitidid bv the hind, it is to he |)rcMjiued ihe gcncial prevailing winds are 
frtmi S.W. to *N.\V. pariicnlaily the funner, in bad weather. Northerly 
and easterly when most settled ami fine. And if so, it is equally to bb 
tnpnosed there a ill he a generally prevailing current f om tlie westward to 
the eastward, pnitaking at the same time of that general teiidemcv of the 
fluid to move houifmaid Irom the Pole, wliicli I imagine it will be found to 
have, from the coldness of its lenqieraturc. Tlu-.se two general combined 
impulses operating upon moveable bodies floating on the surface of tb# 
Arctic Sea*-, muii impel them in an east sanlherti/ ilirection all round the 
globe; being, in fact, that circumvolving current’' which the writer in the 
Keview mt ntions as carrying “ fir, larch, aspen, and other trees,” the pro* 
duce of “ bo'h Asia and America, from the Polar Basin through tlie'outlet 
into the Northern4)ceun.” But a page or two fyi tlier on, he has ** an¬ 
nexed a diagram, constructed on tht; Plane of the Foie, to assist ibt^rcader 
in the ^i^lanalion of the nofions he cntci tains on ttiis interesting subject,’^ 
but which is rather pitzsling; fir ^-hoever turns over the leaf with an idea 
of his own, or adopting that of the writer, that there really if a " circum- 
volving curiTiil” from west to east in the Arctic Regions, will lie surprised, 
when he casts his eyes on the diagram,, to observe taio different course*, 
denoted by arrows. 

The first shews the probable direction oC the Ice from New Sijbfs 

Cjjron. Voi. xxxix. » s 
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ria, and is nearly as follows :~N. £. by N. to the latitude of 80* froM 
thence about K.; then S.E. S. E. by E. and again R. E. into Davis's Strait. 
This 6rst mute, if it were not for the north-easterly direction of the first 
arrow, accords pretty well with llie'notioii we had formed of a " circuni- 
volviiig current." But the second, which the ice fields are conjectured pro¬ 
bably to take from the western part of New Siberia, vi*. about N. W. W. 
then about S. W. to the N E. part of Greenland, is so contrary to the 
foriner, and so completely opposed to the direction of the circuinvulviug 
“ current which carried the trees of both /\sia and America into Davis’s 
Strait,’* that it is difficult to account fur so very obvious a discordance, ex¬ 
cept by.supposing him to have considered the diagram he looked on, to 
lepresent indeed a plane surface, instead of a globular one, ns it is. The 
ease then stands thus—-if there is a current such as the second for tiic ice 
6elds, a circuinvolving current cannot exist t and if fhcre is a circumvolvHig 
current, it is quite impossible that the ice fields can take the “ probable 
direction** assigned them in the dingratn. But to return. Having for the 
reasons before given, presumed that there is a circumvolvinu i urrciit" in 
tlie Arctic Sea from W. to E. but southerly withal, it leads me to inquire 
into the probable effect of it, and the winds together, upon floating masses 
of ice.“ 

In die first place (let the ice be formed where it may), its general dircc* 
lion will in all probability be from W. to E. with a tendciiry at the same 
time to set to the southward, too strong to be much counteracted by the 
force of any winds from that quarter; its bulk under being greater than 
that above the surface. 

If we cast our eyes on a chart of the north polar regions, constructed on 
die plane of the Equator, no oprnin/, m bocii for the egress of ice to the 
southward, out of the Polar Busin, from Norway and Lapland to the cu.^t- 
ward, along the whole coast of Asia, till we come to Bhering’s Strait. 
Through this Strait it docs not appear at nil probable that much of the ice 
can pass, on account of its comparative small extent, and the depth of 
water, perhaps, being insufficient to float the bodies of grcatist magnitude 
There may also be a ** tnjling** superficial current, as 1 suppose; or one 
*‘of the greatest violence," as the writer of the article in the Quarterly 
Beview supposes running in from the Pacific, to oppose its passage thiuugti 
diis Strait. 

I’lom Dhering's Strait, then, to the eastward, all along tiie north coast nf 
America, we find no opening for the ice to escape, till we get to Davis’s 
Strait,' I’hough this Strait, if there is “ an uninterrupted communication," 
it is not unfair to prcsu{.ne that immense quantities woufd he earned by a 
current^*' ruiining perpetually with a vflocity, as it is slated, of four, and 
sometimes of five knots an hour! 1 am, however, iiiilined to think that 
cither from the interruption of lands, di' shoals, between. Gieenland and 
America, a rompariiiit'ely small quantity passes from the Polar Basiu 
dirough Davis’s Strait, and that much of the ice, as well as liie current, 
may have Hudson’s Bay for their origin. If any obstruction does exist to 
ihe free egress of ice through Davis's Strait, die const quence must be a 
vast accumulation of it in a mass, more or less consolidated, from about 
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Nova Zenibla all the way to thh easttvnrd, as far as Greenland; and ex¬ 
tending nurtiiward from every part of tlie coasts of Asia and America,-at 
least to the parallel of latitude in which the north point of Greenland may 

For whatever masses of ice cannot pass through Davis's Straits, must be 
pressed continually by others brought from the westward and northward by 
the circuiiivolving current, along the north part of the more connected ice. 
If its progress through Davis's Strait to the southward was not somehoa> im¬ 
peded, it would pass througli. If impeded (let the impediment be what it 
may) in its course to the southward, it is ret.still more impeded in its pro¬ 
gress to the eastward, hy the west side of Greenland; and therefore must 
accumulate against this solid barner, Ax fur at halt to the northward as 
Greenland extends. Then, and not till then, can ice of any comparative 
<|UHiitity drive farthef to the eastward, or find any passage down to the 
southward. 

All the ice fart’oest to the northward of Greenland is then at liberty to 
move on towards Spuzbergen, whilst the ice that may be in motion cloSiQist 
in will] tiic land, when rounding the N. £. point of Greenland, will take* a 
turn to the southward, and i» towards the coast withaly because it^will be 
within the influence of an eddy that ^ust necessarily be produced in 
the stream of waters passing nearest to the N. E. part of that land. 
I'herc k most collect; and if it coiLSolidates, extend to the shores of Ice¬ 
land, or even to Spitzhergen ; or else burst its fetters,” as it is said to 
have done lately, and drift away to the southward into the Atlantic. 

This is sufliciciit to account for the ice between Greenland and Spitzber- 
gen, having n getieral movement to theS.W.; and there is the same rea¬ 
son to suppose tiiat the ice nenresi to the N. E. and £. coast of Spitzber- 
gen has also a similar niuvcment. But it will not warrant the coiiclusidii 
«f there being a current in the same direction, at any considerable distance 
to tlie mithaard and enstu'ard of Spitzbergen. On the contrary, it seems most 
probable that any masses of icc found in that direction to the northward of 
82" or 83", will he more within the influence of the general circumvolviag 
current, and therefore make an east-southerly drift towards Nova Zembla, 
and perhaps clear of its N. point. 

Greenland and Spitzhergen being situated so much farther to the oortli- 
ward than any ether known land in the Arctic regions, form an impe¬ 
netrable barrier against the movement to the eastward of any ice but what 
may be to Xhemiiorlhicurd of them both. 

Much of this ^orthermnost surplus icc, finding its way to the'aouth- 
w.trd, is one reason why it seems very likely, that,*ice in the greatest quan¬ 
tity, anjd most compact, will be found from about Nova Zembla all along 
tlie const of Asia and America, jind extending to the northward as far 
generally as the north point of Greenland; and ihatperAapi less and less 
ice will be found to the northward of that parallel, as the Pole is approached; 
that is, adopting the opinion (fiat the ice is first produced on the lands sur¬ 
rounding, and accumulated afterwards at sea, so as to extend its surfara 
from those lands, nortlieriy, till it reaches the parallel of the north point of 
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which the turplas ice must round bei'oi% it can pass into the Atlantic, tf 
Duvi«*<i Srrait is nhstrucied, 

Greenland and Spuzhert'en forming so powerful a bar to the progress of 
the ice with the circumvolviiig current to the eastward, rendtrs it ex¬ 
tremely probable that there is always less ice between Nova Zeinbla and 
Spitzhergen, than Ri||r where else in the tame paralltlf and perhaps still less 
the nearer the Pole in summer. 

Whether the ice during the winter encompasses the Pole or not, can only 
l)e matter of conjecture; and, in all probability, the fact will never be de¬ 
cided bv man. 

In that season, if the cold is intense in proportion to the nearness of the 
Pole, it is possible the ice muy advance to it. But yet, as it is more 
probably drifted out of the Polar Basin, as fast perhaps ns it collects to the 
northward of Greenland, it seems more rcasonaf'le to presume, that it 
teldi.m reaches much beyond the latitudes of 82° or R3°, in any consoli¬ 
dated or very extensive bodies all the vear round. On this ground for one, 
rests the opinion I hold, in common with the writer of the ariide in rpies- 
tinn, of the probability of the vicinity of the Pole being free of ice ni the 
Summer ; nor, however, as a con>.ctjnence of there lieing no land there, but 
whether there shall be any Ian.! or not. For 1 have supposed it likely, 
chat the temperature of the atmosphere in the Arctic regions in Summer, 
nay sometimes exceed 32°; and the mure, perhaps, the netirer the Pule is 
approached. 

First, because there may be less ice, for the reasons I have given. And 
if there is ice, there vi\\[ probably bua warmer sitmospheric tefn|>erature to 
dissolve it at the Pole itself, than any where eNe to the southward of it, as 
far as or 80“. Beeimse. when the sun’s rays first strike the Pole, they 
will be felt there incessniuly for six months; but with what force and edcct 
we have yet to learn. On ail other parallels, m proportion to ilieir distanee 
from the Pole, the duration of the sun’s iiilluence will be snorter. And 
though the sun’s pow er during the periods they feel it inay peihnps be 
greater than at the Pole; yet, being intorrii|>ted while he is below the hori* 
S!on, it is perhaps probable, on the whole, that the greatest effect of the sun’s 
beat nay be at the Pole, as llierc he is above the horizon for six months; 
in the latitude of 04°, about five nioiiths ; and in 78|°, about four months 
only, at a time. 

We are next to enquire, wliat “ facility the late disappearance of the 
ice from the east coast of Greenland oilers; 1st, for att&npting a direct 
passage over the pule, and 2d, tlic more circuitous one along the northern 
coast of Am«:rica into'die Pacific.” •• * 

As, to the 1st, according to tiic vnew I have taken of the .subject, it 
appears to me, that the facility this event offers for attempting a direct 
passage over the Pole, would be very neatly the xAiRr, whether more nr less 
ice is collected, not only on the eastern coast of old Greenland, hut even 
all around it, and even between it and Iceland and towatds Spitzhergen. 
That is, provided the attempt is to he made, as it is to be hoped it njil be, 
to the etfstoardpf Spitzhergen; because, font lie reasons I have offered, it 
is probable the kas( quantity of ice"will be found there clear of the land; 



iTYDROaRAVllYi 


%5S 


ftt all events, witatever masses may lie found there, they will in all prnba* 
liility be of less magnitude, and more detached from each other; because 
the space for them to move in is least confined. If any of the vessels 
iittins' out arc drsrined to take this foute, the probability is, that if (hey 
advance hpvoiid the latitude of 82° or 83° the ice will less and loss 
impede tlieir progrc^s lo the pole; and to reach it wUl perhaps be tlie least 
diibcult part o'" tlic ciiirrnrisc 

I’o tfie northward •>! 82° nr 83* up to the pole, it is likely that the 
weather in the summer will he fop the most part fine, but hazy generally— 
tliick fosm will he very rrequent. The winds are likely to lie moderate, 
shirting often roiiiid from iiorili to east, by south and west, to north again; 
but prevailing c/iiffli/ from the ea>-'>ward. 

If our polar navigator is fiiriiished with time-keepers set to Greenwich 
iMcaiwtiiiie, or with known errors relative to that time, wiiose rates of 
going liaie hren coneeilv ascertained, and wliicli rates will not be affected 
by cold flectricii V, niagnettsin, and other yet unknown causes perhaps 
existing then', which may operate on the mateiiais of their cuiistructioii; 
it IS very true, the “ time at Greenwich” wdl always be known, but 
should this conipH'-s become useless to iiini, this Greenwich tunc alone will 
not enable him to steer Ins proper course unless he secs the suff, whose 
bearing lie tnnst liave now and then to regulate it liy. Here then at the 
pole difbculius j//«y occur, that the more “ undivided atteiuioii” of the 
navjgator can not alone r nuhlc liim to surmount. For at the pole being left 
eiitiri'K pcr/tdiix wiiliout anv guide, though he may chance to steer a true 
South cumse. he cannot possibly know to wiiat point on the globe it may 
happen to kad liiiii. until he is enabled to see the sun, which m all 
prohahility will he very generally obscured. 

if he passes the pole witiiouc any great difficulty, and finds the true 
South course he has steered, lo he by chance, on or near the IfO" West 
meridian, aiiil so leading him towards Bhering's struil, he will, in all proba- 
biiily, soon get to ihe southward ns fai as 80°, or perhaps 78°, where it is 
as prolxiblc he will find his farther progress stopt by ice, perhaps iinpe- 
nctrufile. 

From this part of the expedition, therefore, I sec no very reasonable 
ground for eiitertaiimig '‘lively hopes,” that a pritctkaulc passage i'ot i/upt 
will he discovered into the Pacific, rliuiigh there does nut seem to be the 
least doubt of there being one tor water and fish. 

As to tlic^ second, viz. “ the mure circuituus passage along the north 
coast of America into the Pacific. The prospect of success is sitill more 
unfavouiable iif.iii the otkir, because the nnvigftturs are destined ui the 
first place, “ to struggle .igaitisr titc ice currents and tides in Davis's'Strait, 
and oil the F.asi coast of America,” which the writer ni the article I have 
hecii examining, tells us himstd', “ are of course, never free from moun¬ 
tains and patciies of ice,”and to wh'ch, he attributes “the failure in every 
attempt, either to inakt ” this (very) passage or to “ ascertain its impracti¬ 
cability,” “ so tliat t!ic highest point the former navigators ever reached, i« 
the Arctic circle, or at most the 67th p.iridlel.**—But, even allowing that 
tl)c present adventurers do reach the N.£. point of Atucricai and discover 
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a passage through what appears to be ** gratuitously calied*' Baffin’s Bay, 
they will then have to make no less than 100 degrees of Westing, most 
prtAtfbiy, through immense masses of ice, fixed, or moving with the cir- 
cupivolving current as well as t1i4 winds, both prevailing in a general 
direction from west to east against them. 

If there is any ground to liupe, that a practicable passage for ships can 
be discovered between the Pacific and the Atlantic, ainng the north coast 
of America, the chances are that it will be done (if ever it \s) from Bhe- 
riiig’s strait to the eastward ; and, therefore, it is much more likely to be 
accomplished (if at all) hy the Russian ofiicirs, said to be making the 
attempt this year, than by ours; because, most of the obstacles opposed to 
the progress of our navigators from east to west, will be in faronr of the 
Russians the other way, at least as far as the effects of winds and currents 
go. And though (as the writer in t|)c Quarterly Review observes,) it iniglit 

be somewhat mortifying, (to national pride and vanity, I suppose) if 
a naval power, but of yesterday, should cuinpiete a discovery in the 
nineteenth century, winch was so happily commenced by iMiglishinen in 
the sixteenth,” yet it is to he hoped, it w ill he no less grutifi/htg to those 
who are disposed to estimate as highly, some of the still better feelings 
of our'nature. « 

Notwithstanding the little reason we have upon the whok; to expect^ 
that «// the objects of our expcditioti to explore the Arctic regions,>w)li be 
accomplished; yet' it is /wssihle some of them may; hut at all events, I 
perfecily agree with ilie writer of the article, I have taken the liberty so 
freely to emvass, “ that ifie charac'er of the several othcers who liais 
been appointed, and the men of science who aie to embark on this grand 
enterprise, afi'ord the strongest presumption, that whatever taleiiti, intre- 
pidity, and perseverance can accompiisli, “ will be effected at the same 
time,^the probable obstacles they will have to encounter, should be fairly 
pointed out to their/u// extent, that the public may not be led by a too 
fiatteriiig view of the matter, to expect more from the utmost exertions 
of these excellent officers, than known circumstances as weUas conjeciored 
probabilities would appear to justify. 
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DESULTORY-TIIOUGIITS ON THE SEA SIDE. 

BY XtRS. m‘uULLAM. 

P EACEFUL the wave, silent':he wintry jroar, 
Tranquil each echo on the sandy shore: 

To distant seas the hov'ring gull'has flown. 

Far distant too the curlew’s plaintive moan: 

The gliding vessel has her royals set; ^ 

Long wearied voy geh may their toils forget; 



MARINE LA'IT. 


fXS 


While every boat launch’d from the busy strand, 
Rewards the efforts of the Uib’riiig hand. 

Old men, rejoicing, mend the wide-spread net, 
And proudly deem themselves not useless yet: 
Tlie ancient botanist of village fame, 

Whose Aor/ut-siccus knows not Linnseus’ name, 
Cheer’d by the sun-shine hobbles from her door, 
To view the wild-thymc and the samphire store; 
Smiles on the cloisters in the shadowing cliff, 
Wfiere children gather slielis, or guide the skiff; 
Remembers well when she bke them, was young, 
And kindly blesses childi'ood’s artless tongue. 
Who would not loiter on this rugged coast, 

Who would Rot joy such nutive shores to boast! 

Borne on cerulean car through Ether’s sphere, 
What sanguine tones salute my listening ear ? 

ffu be continued.] 
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tSittings berm-e Lord Elienhorough, Saturday, 7th March, 1818. 

CuoKi: AND uTiicit-., against Napifr, esq. 

fW^HIS was an action brought by the plaintiffs, who are navy agents, 
JL against the defeiufaiit, Lieutenaut Napier, foriucrly coinriiandcr 
of His Majesty’s Gun Brig, the Starling, to recover a hahuice of 
account, claimed to he due to chetn, as his agents. 

The action was def'ended upon the giouiid, that there were several 
charges in the Plaintitfs account, (excceiiiiig the ainouiit of their demandj, 
which they had made against the delendant. for their trouble in passing his 
accounts as Connnaodcr of the Siarlnig; ant! which it i\as contended, 
were illegal and contrary to the Act of I’arliamciit, 31st. Geo. 11. c. 10. 
sec. SO.* which limits the remuneration of the navy agent, on account of the 


'* Navy agents/are not eiiliticii to cliarge for their tronlde, in passing 
the accounts of the litu'cilanl and coniman<ler*of a Gun Brig, acting 
as Purser, as appears by the followkigextract, from the .Act, 31st. (kco. If. 
c. 10. sec. 30. limiting their rpmuncrutiou, for rccritiiig and paying ail 
%vagcs, pav. prize money, and olifkr nionit’s, and for all their trouble and 
attendance in relation thereto, to 6d. in the pound, on the amount received. 

Act 31s/. Geo II. r. 10. sec. 30. 

to prevent extortion by persons employed in tiie receiving 
of seamen’s wages, and other monies. Be it further enacted by the 
authority aforesaid, Tliat no person or persons whatsoever, who sbait 
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receiving and paying all wages, pay, prize money, and other monies, for, 
or in respect, of the services of any officer, or seuinan; and for all his 
trouble,and attendance, in relation thereto, to 6d in the pound, on the 
amount received. ' 

Mr. Gurney, for the ptaintifls, stated, that the defendant, as commnndef* 
of a Gun Brig, had to perforin the duty of purser, and had accounts to pass 
in that clmructer; and lie contended, that the passing of a purser's accounts, 
was hot within the operation of the Act, which applied only,to the receipt, 
and payment of wages, &c. and that the diarge was usual among navy 


agents. 

It appeared in evidence, that on tjie passing the defendant’s accounts, 
certains bills, called balance bills^ had been granted to him, by tbe 
Victualling Board, for his Services in perfonniiig the duties of purser, 
and that the plaintilTs had in ad^tion to their charge, fur pacing (Im 
accounts, charged the commission ^owed by the Act of Parliament, on tlio 


receipt of the balance bills. 

Lord ^llcnboniugh held, that the case came within the operation of 


be employed in receiving of any wages, pay, prize>money, or my other 
monies* due, or becoinine: due, fo-, or upon account of the sei vice of uHy 
officer, seamen, or other person, in the royal nary, shall be entitled to take 
or retain mure than sixpence in the pound, for, or upon account, of 
receiving thereof, and for paying the same to the jierson, or persons, 
by wlioni, he, or they, shall be employed, or according to the direction 
or appoiiitirient of sucli person, or persons, and,/iir aUhh and their iroitblct 
and aHendunce in relufion Unreto; and if any person, or persons so 
•eriiploved, shall dirrctlv or iodirocily, demand, lake, or retain, or nnise, 
or procure, or knowingly and \iiilinglv permit or suffer, to be demanded, 
taken, or retained, any idlnnancc, gratniiv, rewaid, or vnlnable coiiMilera* 
tinii, exi ceding in the whole the sum of six-pence in the pound, for tlie 
monies so leceived as afoicsaid, every such person shall, ior every such 
olTeiiee, forfeit tbe sum of fifty-pounds, to be recovered wiili full cost of 
suit to any pcrMiri or persons, who will sue for the same, in any of his 
jVIaje'.tv’s Courts of ilrcord at Wesfwmsfcr, by action of d< l;t, bill, plaint, 
or information, ii. wlncii no essoin, protection, privilege, w^er of law, or 
more than one iinpui-laiicc sb.ill be allowed. Ami, if any such offender 
sliall he a clei k, officer, or servant, in any office helougiiig or reUiting to 
the navy, he slnll, upon conviction, over and aliove the said penalty of 
fifty pounds, to he reemered us afores-nd, forfeit and lose Ins pi ice. und he 
for over thereaftei incapahlc of holding any piace of profit in any such 
office. 

Sec.. 31.—And be it further enacted bv the nutbority aforesaid, that if' 
any clerk, officer, or servant, in ninr office br-longnig irrelaiiog to the 
imry, shuil dircnli nr '■iidtrectly, demand, take, or retain, or cause, nr 
procure, or knowingly and williiiglv permit, or auder to he domaiuied, 
taken, or retained, anv fie, gratuity, eompeii'-ation. or valiiahle conoidera- 
iion. (not being anthorisid to do so hy tltfs Act), of, oi from anv peison or 
persons whatsoi ver, for, nr nndi’r pretence of the d<png or performing any 
matter of filing liereliy directed or niithoriser^to be done or performed, of 
wliirb shad he in execution tligftof, evt ry si.ch clerk, officer, or servant, 
shnli be subject to (lie same fniTeitnrrs. costs, and incapacities as is beacin 
before mentioned, with resppci to the taking iinore than six-peiicc in the 
pound for the receiving seailxcn's yragcM 
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the Act, and observed) that tlie plaituKTs having charged the con^isnon on 
the balance bills, liaii theuuielves made the Act of Parliament fin criterion 
of their remuneration, 

His Lordship also held, that the redeipt by the defendant, from time 
|u tiinef, of accounts, containing the charges in question without objection, 
l|id nut prevent him iron) •‘etting theiii off, in a subsequent account. 

The PiaiiiufFs were noa*3uiteih 


NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR 1818. 

( February — March.) 

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

T its union of present economy wlt||pi‘ospective policy, apparent in tha^ 
Naval Estimates of the current year, is a proof of the due ednside- 
tation given to them in the departniCut whence they Issued. By present 
economy, w'e mean an attention to our present means—>in tidier Itiords, the 
bushnudiiigof our strength, that its future growth may be competent to that 
defence which we shall sooner or later need. At the same time, bowfver, 
that we profess ourselves advocates for ^ood husbandry, we are in perfect 
accordance with those of our Correspondents (and especially with the ju* 
•dicious'observatiOns of J. d.*}, who urge the fortnatinn of a naval force 
on the American system, for they will certainly, in a state of hostility, be 
our most formidable antagonists. We cannot expect a suspension or per* 
Version of the laws of Nature, in the action of matfer—superior weight 
irill strike a harder blow. The Americans have very candidly sent us 
models, and it is our own fault if we again see our glory tarnished by their 
mmomrtd strength. 

But we cannot say that we so perfectly agree with the sentimdnts of 
tliose who, in tlidir anxiety (certainly no less laudable than sincere) for 
the welfare of their country, picture to themselves, and represent to 
Others, their c^ntryraen, Britons too ! so destitute of principle, that they 
Vvould lend their hand and.heart to effect the downfall of Uiitish glory—that 
die heroes of the Nile, of Copenhagen, and Trafalgar^ teoald terve with 
more sati^action America than England! for as to their temporary ser* 
vice ill hostilities, with which Britain has no concern, it can make no part 
the question they propose. We have therefore never been able,, nor 
shall we ever be willing, to credit (be truth of the representation—to 
aagr alarming cxtfnt. 

•On this subject, we erere biueh graced by the perusal of a statement in 
the Plymouth Telegraph, signedby a gentleman who bad made somo 
inquiries relative to the scarcity qf our seamen, and tlimr inciinatioh to tha 
Service. Of these inquiries he gives the fullawing resuhsi— 

^ 1. That there are ’'innut/u^able. applications from prime seaosBiS to bis 
entered in the Ordinary | • 

. . . . . . -- . iii M I ■ I* 

* Tide his l^ter, p. tti, 
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2.*TbM the sloops of war, recently cn^ppntssioned, are nearly full-manned 
wLcl) living good characters and ^thes, and that those rafused to jbe 
taken are of course the reverse; 

f, That the East Indiamaa in the Sound has not offered sufficient wagti 
to prime seamen, to induce them to go abroad, the beet berths beii^ filled^ 
such men having pensions from the navy, which, with the same wages on 
the home or coaling services, produce them a better livelihood for their 
ikmilies. 

4. That 20,000 seamen are now receiving pensions for their services, 
which pensions, in case of a war, will be discontinued, as the persons re¬ 
ceiving them will then be called on for tlieir services. 

5. That though many young men have entered on board the privateers 
fitted out by the Americans, yet they are very few in proportion to those 
who prefer their own country, whei^ tiiey have fiuntUes, and to wl^ch they 
consequently bear a greater attachment. 

Many suppose, because during the war we bad 160,000 (including nia- 
vines), fj|| th^aval service, that they are all seamen—-that is, men able to 
hand, reef, ana steer; but after deducting|the marines, one-third only ef 
the remainder can be considered as such; and when we reflect that our 
merchdntment, during war, arq, manned mostly with foreigners, but ia 
peace, like the present time, with good seamen of our own, the dehciencyi 
by emigration, will not appear, perhaps, so great as seems to be imagined. 

On looking at the eighth finaace report, I observe, tliat it corroborates 
whdt 1 have heard of the number of seamen on the pension list of 6reeq- 
wicb Hospital, which it states at 35,000.—a large majority of the above is 
fit for service. This should be generally known ; for what country ever 
gave pensions to at least 20,000 able bodied seamen for their servicesH 
While these are enjoying repose after their labours thousands of young 
ban^s are bringing forward in the navy and merchant service. 

Cm the 6th of March, his Royal Highness the Duke of Clarence (All|ii« 
ral of the British Fleet) arrived at the Crown Hotel, Portsmouth, to em¬ 
bark his son (who accompanied him) as a midshipman on board his majes¬ 
ty's ship Spartan, Captain Wise. His Royal Highness diilpci with Lord 
Howard of Effingham, the lieutenant-governor. The next morning, during 
a heavy gale of wind at W. S. W. with rain, his Royal Highness embarked 
from the D<mk-Yard, accompanied by Sir George Grey, Captains Alexan¬ 
der, Wise, and Hall, and attended by the civil establishment of the Dock- 
Yhrd, to visit his Majesty's ship Nelson, after which bis Royal Highness 
went OK board bis Majesty's ship Vengeur, every part of which ship he mi¬ 
nutely inspected, and then publicly pressed his entire approbation of th« 
very high order in which he foundlurj Lieutenants Blake and Weekes, 
1UN> Lieutenant Mascall, R. M. and Messrs. Lye and Bignell, bad the 
vP^ur of being introduced to his Royal 'Highness by Captain Alexander. 
After leaving the Vengeur, his Royal Highnta^wMg^^ board the Royal 
Georga Yacht, the Spartan and Rochefort, ’jpi R^l Highness honoured 
Sir Edward Thornborough with Ms company tb dinner. 

"The schooner Morgan Ratler, which sailed with about forty young tSeli, 
to join the cause of the lodepenriants pf South America, arrived at that 
island, but they were hot pqruutted to luod, i<i consequ^icq of the de[ilur> 
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iil>l« eonditioD that many had heei^ft in who had preaioiialy ariived, and 
who dctuatiy bad become paopers oil the inhabitants, from sot Riding there 
«n Agent to advance cash and furnish means for their proceeding to the 
Spanish^ Main, as they had fully exp&ted and calculated on when they 
left Englancf. 

George Hope is about to resign his seat at the Admiralty Board, on 
siccount of ill health} and Sir Joseph Yorke resigns, aS^t U said, because 
Lord Melville prefers another gentleman as his confidential friend to him¬ 
self. Sir George Cockburn and Sir Henry Hotham are to be the two new 
JLords. ' 

Tlie devastation committed by the recent violent storms upon the public 
defences of Portsmouth garrison, we understand, has been estimated at 
upwards of 80,000/. loss. No similar convulsion of the sea has happened ' 
these forty-three years^ when, it is suijL the entire of Southsea Common 
was deluged. The tenements forming Greenwich View, the inhabitants of 
which were almost literally washed out of their houses in the middle of 
that dismal night (Wednesday ^'anight), continue flooded aad unin¬ 
habitable. 

A meeting haa been held at the City of London Tavern for the purpose 
of providing for our seamen the means of attending divine service in the 
port of London. The plan proposed met with general approbation, and a 
resduticn fur cariying it into eifect was unanimously agreed to. It is as 
follows—to fit out a large vessel, to be called “ The EngTish Ark,’' capable 
of containing 7 nr 80Q persons, who may assemble to hear preaching and 
prayer. This vessel is to be kept afloat upon the river, so that she may 
be removed for congregational purposes: and no distinction of religious 
opinion is to be maintained; all are tp act according tq conscience, and 
ii'He blue is to be the insignia or flag of the ship. 

There are said to he at present persons io this country from Ann^ca, 
wh^rc using the most undue means to promote emigration to thtf United 
.States, and who have succeeded already in seducing about 200 people to 
join in the ridiculous sciieme of commencing a new colony in the back 
woods of Kpntocky. 

A whole length figure of the Duke of Wellington, carved in a superior 
style, will be placed at the head of the Waterloo man of war, of 84 guns, 
now building at Portspiouth* 

Captain Dobree, who lost his lifie on the 9th instant, in the humane 
attempt to rescue from destruction the crew of the wreck off the coast of 
Guernsey, foriflerly commanded His Msdesty’s ship Zenobia. He accom¬ 
panied fionapartefto the island of ^ Ileiena, was considered a zealous 
an*d excellent officer, and n%s univ^vUly esteemed by those who knew 
him. • * , 

Parliament having voted 1000 seamei} nnd 1000 marines, in addition to 
the number granieidjast year, btft enabled the Admiralty to put severaV^' 
ships into coininisskm^.v ^ 

^verai shipwrights awd aip^ntersare about to proceed from Portsmouth 
Dock-yard to the Dook-yaref^t I'rincomalee* 

Dhringtlie violent gale in the eveiiiitg of Sunday se’nnight, the Carpenter 
of the Sabine, nnd his wife, took a boat from TtU’point to return on board 
that ship, but the squall increasing, the boat upset, and both were consign^ 
Iq a watery grave. 
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REMARKS ON THE WEATHER. 

l^RtrART 21 1 JVi'wU, rain, and a gate from the S.W. tHI 3 PM.; 
during thit'time the harbour was much agitated ; a brig parted from bar 
cables, and was driven a-^-hore, and if boat belonging to the Rochfort-was 
upset, and two midgkhipmen drowned. Some Sunshine the remainder of the 
afternoon, and cloud} through the night. 

_ 22, Steady rain ail day; and a very heavy gale from the north, with 
ut»?6{, snow, and sleet at 9 P.M.,when a wherry was upset between Cowes 
and Spithead, and a waterman drowned. 

2S. Fivtsi early, and a transparent atmosphere till 10 A.M., tlien^ciVras 
and cumulus: at 3 F.M. the sky became sjicedily overcast, at 5, rain, 
followed by a heavy gale from the vwst. 

24. A.M. ns the precedmg, in reg.trd to the weather : at 2 P.M. a polar 
halo, and at 6, runt and a brisk wind front the S.W. 

25. Nimbi, floating under an ii.oscuintton of citrostrati and cirro* 
^mtu/uSf and a strong gale from the west; some ruin in the ni^t. 

2ti. A moderate gale from the N.W.—Cirra*, and the intermediate 
modihcations of clouds down to nimbus, with rain and sleet, from 10 A.M., 
till noon: the afiernuon fine, with Iteavy cumulostraius; and a clear sky 
after suD-set. 

27. A.M. Nimbi, rain, and a gale from the M.W.: P.M. as |he pre¬ 
ceding. • 

28. A.M. sunshine, and undulated cirrostratus below citrocwnulusi 
P.M. an obscure sky, rollowed by umbi, ram and wind. 

March I* A.M. suiisliine, and cirrostratus’u\ ti bKie sky, and a gale 
front the west; at half pa«t S P.M. a clap of thunder and lightning itf the 
Zenith, followed by nimbi nnd light showert': at 9 the vi& lactea reiniirkably 
bright from north to soutli, Liglilning, thunder and hail in the night. 

2. A.M. fine, withcirros/rart nnd ctrrocnwa/i: P.M.nimfri with showers, 
imd a gale from the W.S.W.: at 9, a somil meteor towards the east, which 
descended in a perpeiuiiculur direction, and was red at its disappearing: 
smiie deW in the night. 

S. A.M. < irroslralus and cumuli: P.M. cumulostraius and a few drops 
of rain with squalls from the south. 

4* At 3, A.M. a heavy storm of hail and snow, which covered the 
neighhniiring hills; this was succeeded by a clear sky nil 9, when a smart 
sliower of hail fell: at 11, iinenr cirrus, niiii dense cumuli capped: P.M- a 
shrouded sky, followed by ram and a liiird gale trnii the south, which in¬ 
creased to a perfect hurricane by 7, and coiiiiiiucd with unabated fury lilt 
midnight, while the mercury in the barometer descended at the rate of ^V^h 
pf an inch an hour, and went down to 33. 6U, the lowest we have yet 
registered. Xhe immediate cause of this depression of the mercury was an 
extraordinary rajpefaction of the lower wmosphere, and the ready induction 
of a furious current of wind to suppto the tion elastic state of tlie air. The 
burricatie setting directly into tiie iiarbour, the title rose 5 feet higher than 
is usual at such a state of the hioon; indeed, it was higher slian liiglt 
spring tides are in general. I^ow, as the third spring tide after full or 
change is from 16 to 30 feet higher than a low neap tide in Portsmouth 
harbour, bad il beeit%Jiig^||«)riug tide (with a siniilar wintl), instead of the 
third after dead-neap, thewater would have risen at least 10 feet higher 
than it did, which would have caused a great inundiiiion of this and the 
neighbouring towns for three hours that the tide flowed longer than ice 
usual period. The ships of war in the harbour aud at Spithead rode odt 
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the. storm well; but scTetnl sonll iwi s el i end many wherries srere simk 
«Bd beatfo to pieces, and 8 raea drowiiedt 

5* At 8 A.M. the barometer.had risen to 98 inches, and tbeatr seemed to 
oe clearing; but in half an hour aftwwards, the mercury became stationary^ 
end decoded toth by nooh, while a hard gale, with heavy raid set in 
trom tne west—the temperature was equal through the night and morning; 

sunshine, with some drrttf passing to cirrostratus : at 7 and 
at 9, shours of hail—the night cloudy and clear. 

61 A.M. cirrus, cirrostratus, and cumuli: suaihiaeand showers in the 
rnttemoon: at 20 past 4, a perfect rainbow, and a ^ ^fore 5, a fine double 
bow apwared in the east on a passing ninUtus; the interior bow measured' 
82 in breadth, and the exterior 101" tq the outside of the prismatic 
colours, the sun being at the same''time about IS* above the western 
horizon: the night as the preceding. 

7. A storm of wind and rain from 9 A.M. till 1 P.M., for two hours of 

that time the strength of the wind from the S.W. i4ks little inferior to the 
hurricane on Wednesday night, and in many instances it increased the 
damages already done to public as well as to private property in this neigh¬ 
bourhood ; sunshine and occasional showers till 6, when a perfect rainbow 
appeared, and very lienvy showers of hail fell; at 9, a hard gale from the 
west, with lightning and thunder at intervals till the early part of the 
morning;, *' 

8. Sunshine, with bedsof rirrhs, cirroeumulus, and cumuli, light showers, 

1 W.N.W,: at 2 P.M. a low double rSinbow in 

the followed by large nimbi : at 6, the non-illuminated part of the 
moons disc beyond the crescent well defined with tlie naked eye; a 
moderate gale, and flying clouds through the night. 

9* A light frost before sunrise, and the morning as the preceding, with 
Ii L •liowers of snow between 8 and 9 o^cluck: iiiow in large 

^akes frqtti S till 5 PaM., then cmuuloslratus: the night as the preceding* 

J0» Snow early, and a slight frost: a fine sunny day, with cu^nuU, 
cumulostraius, and a little snow: the night as the preceding. 

11. A sUght frost early, and sunshine: at 8 A.M. cirrw* in horizontal 
strut, soon followed by attenuated cirrostratus, on which a solar halo was 
formed from IJ till 3 P.M.: at 4, the sky was overcast with the latter 
ni^t barometer siuking—rain and a brisk gale through tlie 


slight frost early: sunshine, with cumuli, nimbi, and occasional 
light showers of hail, and a gale from the west-r-saine rain in tiie night. 

IS. A fine day, and a strong gale from the north: tlie sun set of a gaU 
colour tiehind a large dense lofty cumulus cloud, which was tinged with 
blue, red, and orange, and on passing the sun to the southward, its apex 
^ame so heavy that It curled, and descended slowly like the stream pro. 
jected from a circulating fountain; a clear moonlight night, 

14. A light hoar frost with ice, and a clear rky till 9 A.M., when a veil 
nf attenuated cirrostratus sprung up from the west; light showers of rain 
in the aiternoon; and a lunar halo from 7 till 9, followed by light min. mS 
a brisk gale from the south. ^ 

' ** ® corona within it from 9 till 11 P.M- 

l0.*A fine day and night, with various cIowIb. froai niwftus to tirrus: 
a sjower of hail at noon; and a lunar corona from 7 till 11 P.M fr»-‘ 
quently surrounded by a green circle; light rain followed this appeariice.' 

K H'afoT ^remarkably bright, and 

tOiout 23 from the true siin, which Was £. by S. and withm 1? of ^ 
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horizon at the clo«e of this rare oAenomena—litienr and jptihooze eirrut, 
tirrvcumului, and a brisk wind followed immediately: a solar halo 44** Hi 
diameter from 11 till noon: a sunny day, and a faint moonligbt through 
haze at night. ^ 

18. Much dew, succeeded by a thick mist 1111 8 A.M.: a fine day and 
night, with cirrus, and cirrosiratsu almost shrouding the sky. 

19* An overcast sky ail day and night. 

Ifunbi, rain, and a fresh breeze from the west till 9 A.M., sunshine 
the remainder of the day, with plumose, linear, and ramified cirrus, eirr<r- 
cumuli, and cumuli: at 1 P.M. two currents,the under one from the N.W. 
and the upper S. by W.: a clear moonlight night. The increased 
temperature of the last four days has bad a gOod effect in accelerating the 
budding of the fruit* trees, &c. * 


DiQSioHond anb Sppointmmd. 

Admirals, Captains, &c. appointed. 

Rear-Admiral Sir George Cockburn, and Hon. Sir Henry Hotham, are 
said to be nonunated as Lords of the Admiralty, vice Sir George Hope and 
Sir Joseph Yorke. • 

Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas Freemantle, K.C.B. is said to be appointed 
commander-in-chief in tlie Mediterranean. 

Rear-Admiral Sir John Gore, to be commander-in-c|iief at Sbeerness, 
vice Sir R. Rowley. - 

Captain John Grant, (a) to the Doterell. 

Captain Francis Loch, to the Eden. 

Captain Samuel Warren, to be flag-captain to Rear-Admiral Sir John 
Gore. 

Captain Hyde Parker, to the Iphegenia. 

Pettman, to the Ferrett; A. B. Branch, to the Harlequin. 

Lieutenants appointed. 

Lieutenant William Hewitt, to command the Protector Surveying Vessel 
at Deptford. 

Lieutenant W. R. Cooley, to the Queen Charlotte; Lieutenant Pritchard 
tn be Agent for Transports. 

Lieutenant Malone, latd of the Vengeur. is appointed one of theLieute- 
naufto of the Royal Naval College at Portsmouth. 

Surgeons appointed. 

Mr. Andersoh, is appointed Surgeon of.the Eden. • 

pA Latham, to 5e Surgeon of the Liverpool. 

DEATHS. 

Lately, Lieutenant Dennis Bofton, R.N. Data of commission, 16th 
August, 1809). 

Latjuly was drowned,' by the upsetting of a boat in which they were 
•ailing, Lieutenant Richard Bridge, and Lieutenant Butcher, li.N. 

L.atel», at the Cape of Good Hope, after a long and paiiiful illness, roost 
deeply lamented. Lady Breutun, wifeuf Commissioner Sir Juhlcel Bren too, 
Bart.K.C.B. K.S.F. ^ ' 
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Lately, on bis passage from the MAuritus^ Li^iermnt John C^ninpiidfi 
Royal Marines, of H. Al. Ship Phaeton. Date of Commission, Ifich 
August, 1805. I 

lately. Captain Francis Georgy Dickins, R.N. Date of eommk#ioU| 
1st August 1811. 

Lately was drowned, when coming on shore at Portsmouth from their 
ship the Tiber, Hon. Mr. Thelluson, brother of Ixird Uendicsham; Mr. 
Hassel, and Mr. Leeson, son of the Hon. Mrs. Leesoo, all three of whom 
tvefe midshipmen of the said ship. 

Lately, at the apartments of bis brother, the Her. J. Lawrence, of the 
Royal Hospital at Hailar, Major W, R. Lawrence, brother of Sir Thottnas 
Lawrence. , 

Lately, in IJpper Baker-streCt, Lieutenant Lind Meik, R.N. son of the 
late Dr. Mcik, of Portsmouth. Date of coinmissioii, Idrb January, 1803. 

Lately, at Deal, William Miller, Esq. late Surgeon of the Royal Hospital 
ftt Greeqwich. 

On the 5th of September, at Afacoa, China,Ueut.' F. Wintle^ R.N. Date 
orcommissiun, 5th September, 1810. ' 

On the 17th of February, at Gibraltar, in the 54ih year of bis age^ 
Cs^itain Joseph Larcom, of the Naval Yard at Malta. Cuinmissionet 
Larcqm was on his way to England, in the Weymouth store>&iiip, and died 
after a long and painful illness, as imirersaliy lamented as he was beloved i 
his coenrry has to regret the loss of a zealous and good officer. He was 
Vurjed at GibraUnr with milUary'nonors. 

On the 17th of February, at Salisbury Hall, aged 37, Captain Francis 
Jackson Snell, R.N. Date of commission, 33d January, 1806. . 

On (he 26th OB' February, at Longbam, Dorset, the infant daughter of 
Captain C. B. II. Ross, R.N. 

On the 28th of February, at his home in South Audieystreet, Admiral 
Hpiu Sir peorgc.Craufieid Berkeley, G C.D. Admiral, of Portugal, Sic. i 
h(other>in'law to the Duke oFBiclimond and Earl Bathurst. Sir George's 
daughters are married, the eldest, Louisay to Captain Sir Thomas Hardy, 
R.N. Bart, and K.C.B.; the second, to the Earl of Euston; and tlie 
youngest to Captain G. Seymour, 11.N. son of the lite Admiral Lord Hugh 
Seymour. 

On the 88th of Februoiy, at Versalles, in France, of an affiictinn of the 
lungf. Captain ^d«vard O’^aiighnessy, Ii.N. whose excellence of mind as 
a nuH) and an o£Bcer, had endeared him to a numerous body of natal 
friends. ' ■ ‘ 

On the 7 th nf March, at Wareham, Dorset, John Pyke^ Esq. commander 
ef the Phanis Indiamaif. 

On the 9th of March, .tvas drowned, in the humane attempt to r^pBue 
from a rodt the crew of a vessel which had been wrecked in the night near 
Guernsey, and who were in great^donger of perishing from fatigue and 
hanger, Obtain R. Dobree, R.N. nephew of Admiral Sir Jpmes Saumarea, 
Bart, und U.C.B. and Mte commander of H.M. Sloop ZedObia. Date’ of 
commission, 39th April. 1803. , ■ , 

On the dtb of March, near Salisbury, at an advanced igi^, Mfs. Russel, 
wife Of ReArwAdmiral Russel, Great.Codthin, near Poole.' 

On the I4th of March, at Pimlicoj^ near Loudon, 'lieutenant James 
Ashley, R.N. ^ 

On the 18th of March, at Bedminster, Lord Nelson's Be ^ i w p ip Mr. 
James Phillips. This gallant seaman had received foar lai^e sahmn^s on 
he head; several wounds from musquet anfi pistol balls, and' Ijme ballf 
i'o his thigh: be had just ebtMneclth«’«(^ of his beloved Admiral,- 47< 
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OF THE LATE. 

MARTIN NE.VILLE, Esq. 

*? ' 

COMMANDER, R.N. 


JioH' many yuuthfiii Sous I late enjoyed, 
\'aIi4Dt iu bailie ! 


No—if I e'er return, return I must, 

Oloriuus, rny Cuuut:y’« terror laid in dust: 

Or, if I perish, .lei her see me fall. 

In field at leB<<i, and fighting for her all. 

War IS our business; but to n houi is given 
To die or triumph, that determines Heaven ! 

T O every man. who in the service of his country h^; distin« 
guished himself; whether by a series of hrilfiant succesv, or 
by tho sacrifice of his life in less fortunate circumstances, the debt 
of public gratitude is due, and iu the breast of tvery real patriot 
will be felt and acknowledged. Among the many mysteries of 
human life, War is not the least. As a scourge in the hands of 
Providence, it is truly awful ; but in this, as in all its dispensations, 
good is elicited from ill—and the moral world, as well as the 
natural atmosphere, is purified by sforms. The fiery spirit of mad 
Ambition calls forth the noble ardour of opposing Patriotism to 
repel its unjust invasions. To die is the common lot of all—but 
thus to die demands our grateful jiiltniratiun, and an imperishable 
memorial in the annals of the Country thus protected. A ntver- 
f^ing renown is the stimulus of heroic deeds, and whether the 
hero live or die, his reward is sure. He has the whole world as the 
witness of bis achievements—they arc registered in the minds of his 
r^onteiuporarief, and in the records of history transmitted as 
examples to posterity. The father, the mother, the widow, and 
the orphan, of the hero who dies in battle—theirs is the cup of 
nouroing^ but surely its b'itterm*s.s is not unattempered by the 
that he died ho:iour.il)ly, in the discharge of his diity 
to his'Country and to lh<An. 

Voi. XXXI 


M »l 
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Such are the characters, such the consequences which it is our 
occasional task to commemorate ; and as far as our feeble endea- 
Tours can perpetuate, their memory, it is a task we most willingly 
perform ; and more especially so iu the hope of affording in some 
degree the balm of consolation to the wounded hearts of their sur. 
riving families, an effect which we never were moife desirous of 
accomplishing, than in that of the gentleman under our present 
notice; fur few have been so daeply and so often wounded. 

The very name of Neville is warlike, and for centuries back 
have stood foremost with the ^Percys, the Howards, Seymours, 
Musgraves, Montgomeries, &c. in fighting the battles of England : 
of them it may be truly said, that glory was 'their leading star— 
and glory, 

" That which kindles souls to great achievements; 

Tis the price of danger, toil, and bloodshed { 

It warms the winier's camp, and turns the flint 
" To a down pillow, for the Soldier's head ! 

’Tis a being in the breast of others ; 

*Tis the iiigh prize, for which we die with pleasure; 

Since Glorif gives us, to survive uur fate. 

And rise to immortality'.” 

Martin Neville was a younger son of a gentleman of some 
landed property and most respectable character in the county of 
York. He was bom in the year 1780, and was at an early age 
induced by a strong inclination, and very probably by the example 
of two of his brothers already in the service, to profess his desire 
of entering into the navy. 

A short time previous to the commencement of the revolutionary 
war, he embarked in the Winchelsea frigate, commanded by Cap¬ 
tain Fisher, on (he Halifax station. In this ship, while yet a b^, 
he was thrown from the mizen-top, by the falling of (he mast, 
and received considerable injury, from which, however, he hap. 
pily recovered. 

From this ship he was taken by (lie Honourable Captain Rod. 
ncy oW'board the America, of 71 guns ; under whose patronage 
he afterwards removed into the Vcngi:ance, and in her met with 
another accident, having fullcn frum the poop into the sea. 

After leaving this shi]} (we believe wtvpn paid off), he went into 
the St. Alban’s, of G4 guns, then bearing the flag of the late 
Adiuira! Vandeput on the Lisbon station, and accompanied that 



TBt LATE CAPTAIN MARTIN NEVIELE, R.N. 


267 


truly worthy man to the coast of America, who, in 1797, pro* 
noted him to the rank of lieutenant in the Thetis frigate; in 
which ship he served two years with the lion. Captain (now Sir 
Alesander) Cochrane; and was present and participated in'the 
victory which that gallant oflicer, assisted by the Hussar, Captain 
Beresford, gained over a French squadron of five large armed 
ships, with troops. 

Whilst in this ship, the Topaze was lying in Hampton Roads, 
with sails unbent, and under refitment ;• and the squadron under 
the admiral was cruising oil' tiu C;ipes of the Chesapeake. One 
night several guns were heard in the offing, and Lieutenant 
Seville volunteered to go in tlie cutter, and ascertain the occasion 
of the firing : it was a cold, blowing night, and he did not re¬ 
turn until the next day, when he brought with him the corpse of 
Captain Muuatt, who had died suddenly on board the Assistance, 
and which had occasioned (he firing of minute guns. The whole 
of this rough night Mr. Neville hadTbecn obliged to lay at a grap¬ 
nel, during the ebb fide, and in addition to his comfortlesss 
situation, he had the son of the deceased caplain«in his boat, who 
had accompanied his father’s corpse. It may appear hut a trifling 
circumstance to relate, but although suffering himself from the 
inclemency of the weather, tlius exposed to it, he gave up his 
great coat to the fatherless youth to screen him from the cold—it 
will at least prove a goodness of heart in our young sailor, and 
wc believe that to be a firm foundation for a generally good 
character. 

At he end of the year 1798, Mr, Neville returned to England; 
and just before the Thetis was paid off at Plymouth, being em. 
ployed a>shore in looking after some of the seamen who were 
missing, he received a severe blow on the head from an unknown 
hand, in tJic dark, which left him nearly senseless, and from 
which it was s«me time before he recovered. The blow was siip- 
jiosed to have been given by sonic one of a set of crimps who 
wished to decoy the men, as he was a great favorite with all ranks 
in the Tlfcelis. * 

His next appointment was to (he Uranic, of 40 guns, Captain 
Fowey, in which he was actively employed in 1800 and 1801, on 
the coasts of France and Spain ; and in the night of the 21st of 
July, ISOl, he had an opporlniiity of must bravely distinguishing 
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himself in the boats of that ship, by assisting in the capture of the 
Chevrette h’rcnch corvette, of 20 guns, which was so gallantly cut 
out from under the batteries in Camaret bay, near Brest. 

A detailed ^count of this action has before been given in the 
Yflth Volume of our Chronicle ; but as to those of our readers 
who may not be in possession of the early volumes of the Chronicle, 
a repetition may be acceptable, we arc inclined thus to avail our- 
belves of the means of gratifying them, and giving an additional 
Mcgrce of interest to this memoir.. 

I 4 

** In the month of July, IBOl, a S(|uaclri)n uf British frigates, employed 
in watching the enemy’s fleet, lay at anchor clusot'hi with the harbour of 
Brest, far above St. Matthew’s liglit-hoiise. The combined fleetsof France 
and Spain were full in their view ; still nearer, and quite open to them, 
was the bay of Cameret, wlicre the Frcnri) national q^^rvette La Chevrette 
lay protected by the batterh-s, lit tins situation, she was considered by 
the French as no less secure tin'll! if she had bieii in thg road of Brest: 
while the effect which this seenvngty irnpregnahle position had upon the 
Brilisli squadron, was to inspire a wi<>li to cut her out. It w.is resolved by 
the commander of the squadron tliat this attempt should be made. 
i\ccordingly, the iboats of the Doris and neuiihen, inaiined entirely by 
volunteers, under the orders of Lieutenant Losack, who had been sent 
from the admital's ship to conduct the enterprise, set out on the night of 
lilundny, the 20th of July, to attempt bringing out the conette. But a 
bcparatiun of the boats having taken place, no attempt was made that 
night. .Some of the boats having reached the entrance of the bay, lay 
there on their oars till dawn ufday, in cxjicetalioii uf being joined by the 
rest; and before they got back to the frigates, were unfortunately seen 
both from the corvette and from the shore. 

** The enemy now coiicliiried, what they had never before imagined, that 
an attack was meditated. Though they judged it a measure of ext i cine 
yashpess, they were resolved to omit no possible preparation. In the morn* 
ing of the 21$t they got the conette under way, moved her a mile ami n 
half up the bay, and moored her under the batteries. They put on bMrd 
of her troops from the shore, so th:.t her iiuuibcr of men now amounted to 
nearly 400. The arms and ammunitiuu were brought upon, deck, and the 
great guns were loaded to the np.tizle wjth grapc>shot. 'Che butteries were 
prepared ; temporary Redoubts were thrown.i up upon the points; and a 
gumvessel, with a couple of thirty-tvvu pounders, was niuorcd at the 
entrance of the bay as a guard-boat. Having taken tiie^e precautions, they 
in the afternoon displayed a large Fiencfi ensign abuic att Bogbsh one, ua 
a signal, of defiance. 

“ All these manoeuvres were well observed from the Beaulieu, the crew 
of which bad .stiewed extraordinary ardour to engage in this enterpriM-, 
'J hough they now saw that a most desperate resistance was certain, the 
fcverc disappointment which they cxpciicncedfropi the fruitless cxpcdiumi. 
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of the former night, filled them with eagerness to make an effectual 
attempt. Mr. Maxwell, the first lieutenant, who had nut been out on the 
night before, and who was ordered on an expedidbn then in agitation, of 
carrying fireships into Brest, gladly embraced this opportunity of practwing 
his boat’s crew selected on this occasion, preparatory to the grand object, 
and resolved to bead his own shipmates in the attack to be made that night. 
This officer, warned by the former failure, resolved to keep his own boats 
in close order; and should a separation of the other boats hafipen as before, 
through any unfortunate accident, to proceed to tlic attack with the 
Beaulieu’s boats alone. This resolution, so congenial to their wishes,vbis 
shipmates beard with much satisfaction, and employed themselves through 
the day in putting the arms in the best order, particularly in grinding the 
cutlasses to cut the llOarding nettings, anil other impedimeuts which they 
expected to meet with. 

When night arrived, six boats, manned with between eighty and ninety 
officers and men of tlic Beaulieu, all volunteers, joined, about half-past 
nine, the boats of the Doris, Uranic, and Uobnst; the whole being, as 
before, under the command of Lieutenant l,o5ar k. The orders which he 
then gave were, to lie-to on their oars, or pull cas\, as it was mnch.ioo soon 
for the attack. About a quartci^ of an Imur afterward'*, LieutenantLosack, 
with his own boat, accompanied by some other boats, went in chase of u 
boat fiom the shore.* For a conside'-ahle time after he parted company, 
the remainder of the boats continued as he left them, lying-to on their 
oars, and sometimes pulling easy. Finding he did not return, Mr. Max¬ 
well, rcfli rting upon tfic miscarriage of the preceding night, considering 
that the boats were yet at le.i'-t six miles fiom the scene of action, and 
aware of the time requisite to row that distance against a fresh breeze, 
judged it expedient, in order that the enterprise might have the best chance 
of succeeding, to proceed immediately towards the entrance of the bay ; a 
situation evidently morn eltgilile for them to lie-to, should this he neces¬ 
sary, than where they then were. He, thejcfore, gave way a-head with 
the boats of the Beaulieu ; and the other boats followed his example. As 
they proceeded, lliey {'creeived tl>e signals of the enemy, both to and from 
the shore; and at length tliey arrived oH'the entrunce ot the bay. 

If It was now about half-past twelve. Tlic moon was sinking beneath 
the horizon. The wind, winch for the first part of the night blew right into 
the bay, had been dying away, and it was now a perfect calm. Evciy 
thing concurred to render tins the time pt which an attack might Ijc made 
vvitii probability of success^ The night was too far ndvanced to admit o^ 
<iny longer delay; and had the uUempi been deferred till next night, it 
must have been made to great disadvantage, on account of the increasing 
moon, now in the eleventh dSy of he.-age. llowe'cr, Mr. Losack, ami 
the boats which accompanied him, wcie .still iihsent. Jii consequence of 
ids absence, theie was much diilerence of opinion through the reuiitining 


* Supposed to be n look-out boat belonging to tlic enemy, aud therefore oi 
consequence to be secured, -f possible. 
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boats. Many were unrlcterniiiicd in what manner to act, whether to go on, 
or to return to liieir ships. 

These circumstances were adverted to by Mr. Maxwell, who was now 
the benior officer. lie saw that there remained tmtoiie way of preventing 
a total failure of the enterprise ; and that was, to assume the command 
himself, and immediately to proceed to the attack witli the boats present. 
He declared that this was his resolution; he informed the boats of it within 
hail, and despatched a midshipman to those a*steni, and seemingly return* 
ir.g, with orders to tli-jin, in the name of his Majesty’s service, to follow 
(be-boats of the licaulicu to f,lie attack. This determination was received 
With rapture by the volunteers of the ikaulieu. 

“ i\bout this time, liy extraordinary good fortune, a gentle breeze sprung 
up from the south, right out of the hay. This breeze, so auspicious to the 
success of the enterprise, animated the men to ciitliusiasm. I’o Mr. Max* 
well it dictated a inanreiivrc singular and during. He gave orders, that 
immediately upon boarding, wliile the rest wcie engaged iii endeavouring 
to disarm the enemy’s crew on deck, the smartest topmcii of the Beaulieu, 
whose qualifications he well knew, should fight their way aloft, and cut the 
saib loo,se with llielr cutlasses. He aUo appointed the most trusty hands 
to cut the cable, one of the best t.icn iii the boats for the helm, and hands 
for the rudder-chains, in case of tlie tiller-ropes being cut. Having made 
this arrangement for setting the ship adrift instantly upon hoardiiig, and 
thus taking advantage of the favourable breeze, he gave orders fur the 
charge. 

“ 'I he sky being clear, though the moon was set, they soon came in 
sight of the corvette, and were as soon seen fioin her. The instant she 
hailed, at the distance of four or five cables, she opened a heavy fire of 
musketry from every part of the ship, accompanied by showers of grape- 
shot from the great guns. A heavy (Ire of musketry at the same time 
commenced from the slioie and batteries, in the face of which, the 
licnulieu’s boats, in the iuo.st gallant and iiitiepid manner, ruslicd on to 
the attack, most nobly assisted hy those of the Uranie, commanded by 
Lieutenant Seville, who stood up in his boat, cheering and animating his 
men, with the most undaunted bravery, vxhile the bullets were flviiigabout 
their heads like hail, .and many were dropping down, killed or wounded, 
before they came alongside. When they reached the vessel, the Beaulieu’s 
boats boarded on the starboard bow and quarter; the Uranic’s, one of the 
Rohuslji, and one of the Doris’s, on the larboard bow. The attempt to 
board was most olistinately opposed by the French, arlned at all points 
with fire-arms, sahres,'toiuakawks, and pikes, who in their turn even 
boarded the boats. ' 

Notwithstanding this obstinate rcsisC'iice, in the course of which the 
assailants lost all their lire-anns, and had nothing remaining but their 
swords, the boarding w as effected. The iiicii who had been ordered for 
that service, proceeded to fight their way aloft. In this attempt several of 
them were killed, and others desperately wounded ; but the rest perse¬ 
vered with unparalleled courage. ^Maiiy of them, bleeding of their 
womids, got upon the yards, upon which they were obliged to scramble 
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out with their cutlasses, upon their hands and knees, the foot ropes having 
been all strapped up ; and, surmounting every obstacle, they executed, 
with inconceivable expedition, tlie arduous service in which they were 
engaged. In less than three minutes afber the boats came alongside, in the 
very heat of the conflict, when almost half of the British sailors were killed 
or wounded, and the enemy were three to one against them, down came 
the three top-sails and courses ; the ship at the same time casting, the 
cable being cut outside. • 

The prompt execution of these operations proved decisive. The mo¬ 
ment the French saw the sails fall, and found themselves, ns if by a mira¬ 
cle, under way and drifting out, tliey wcre.sei/ed with astonishment an^ 
consternation. Some of them juinpAl overboard, others threw down thehr 
arms, and tumbled down the liatchwayd. Tlie British sailors noiv soon got 
possession of the (jnarlcr-deck and fororastle, which in five minutes after 
boarding tvere nearly covercil with dead bodies. Tlie rest of the enemy, 
having retreated below, kept up a heavy fire of musketry from the main- 
deck and up the hatchways. They also frequently set off large trains of 
powder, endeavouring to blow up the quarter-deck, and throw the British 
into confusion. This obliged tlie British to divide into two parties. One 
party guarded the hatchvvuys and gangways, and returned the of the 
enemy witli their own arms and nmmuriftion. The other party made sail; 
in order to clear the decks fur which, it was necessary for them to throw 
ovttboard two or three dozen of the Frenchmen who had fallen in the con¬ 
flict, and also some of tlieir own gallant companions. * 

“ In the mean lime the breeze was gently drifting the vessel nut of the 
bay, the baticric-s continuing to direct their fire right upon her, ns they 
had dune from the time she got under way. Scarc'ely was she clear of the 
point, from wliich showers of musketry anil grape ]ilnyed upon her, w’hen 
it again fell calm. This calm left her still exposed to the fiie of the bat¬ 
teries. Though she was now free from the danger principally apprehended, 
that of getting on shore, still the two-and-thirty-ponnd shut and shells 
from all directiou'. were flying about through the siiip’s side, masts, sails, 
and rigging. The s'ate of tlio boats prevented lowing ; some of them were 
sunk, others were adrift with killed and wuiiiided men, and the rest were 
engaged in towing out these from under the fire of the batteries. However, 
a light breeze springing up from the north-east, at Iciigtli drew iier out. 

The engagcnicnt had now lasted upwards of two liours, though during 
this time the enemy had kept up a constant (ire from the main-deck and 
from the shore, yet the British scanicti niauagcd to set every sail in the 
ship, and liad cvifli got t ip-gallaiil-yards* across. The siiip being now quite 
clear of the butteries, amr our men having twiCc threatened that they 
would give the cnen.y no quiii'li.T thty continued their fire frunr below, 
they at last surrendered tlieiiisc4’C9 piisoiiers of war. 

** About this time some boats weie perceived cniumg from the direction 
of Brest, which accordingly were sn-pected to be enemies. Mr. Maxwell, 
therefore, immediately prepiticd for a new conflict, and had the sides of 
the ship niannod with pikes and arms to defend her. But on nearer 
approach, tlase were found to he tljC bo.'its which hud not been present 
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during the action) and with them Mr. Loback, to wl»om Mr. Maxwell Uteii 
resif^ed the commaad. 

** The morning’s dawn displayed a dreadful scene of carnage, and at the 
lame time, close to the scene of action, the harbour of Brest, with the 
cooibined fleets of France and Spam ; and to the enemy the mortifying 
sight of one of their ships of war brought out in their immediate presence, 
from a position deemed impregnable, and sailing down to join the British 
frigates. 

Tfius terminated an enterprise, which in this species of wt^'fare may 
safely be pronounced to be without a parallel. In the present war, many 
.^lips of the enemy have, witfi the greatest gallantry, been boarded and cut 
<iut by the meritorious British seamen; hut the cutting out of the Chevreltc 
is distinguisiied from all similar .'lohievcnicrits hy several material circuiu- 
sCadees, The enemy were not taken by surprise; they expected an attack, 
they prepared themselves for it, and they defied it;* not only tlic vessel, hut 
the batteries on sh^e, which protected her, were in readiness and on their 
guard; the Britisw seamen were exposed to a severe fire both from the 
ship and Irom the shore, before they came alongside ; they then fought 
tbrnr way up the sides of a vessel full of men, armed with every kind of 
weapon (^icoiated to resist their attempt; having succeeded in boarding, 
they at once contended with an cf/icmy three tiints their number, and made 
thcraselyra masters of the rigging, and got tlie vessel under way ; exposed 
to a df^adful fire from the numerous surrounding batteries, and Occupied 
with the conflict frithin, tliry bi ought her out in the niglit, out of a road¬ 
stead narrow and didicult; all this was done in tlie presence of the grand 
fleet of the enemy; it was done hy nine boats out of fifteen, which origi¬ 
nally set out upon the expedition ; it was done under the conduct of an 
officer, who, ill the absence of the person ap})(>inled to command, under¬ 
took. it upon his own responsibility, and whose intrepidity, iudgment, and 
presence of mind, seconded by the wonderlul exertions of the officers and 
men under his command, succeeded in cficcting an enterprise, wliich, hy 
those who reflect upon its peculiar circumstances, will ever be regarded 
with astonishment. 

Total of the English killed .... KJ 

Wounded .. ;j7 

Missing ............_ 1 

“Total of the French killed.—-First captain, two licutehants, three mid¬ 
shipmen, one lieutenant ot the troops, with eighty-five seamen and troops, 

“ Wouniled.—One lieutenant; four midshipmen, w'i'li fifty-seven sea¬ 
men and troops.” i 

Such was the action in which Mr. Neville bore a very actlfc and 
honorable p.irl, and was mentioned in terms of due praise by 
Lieutenant Keith Maxwell^ who headed the enterprise. He suf¬ 
fered Jong from the severe wounds he 'received, and in the mean 
nliile the war was brought to a close by the treaty of Amiens. 
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In the year 1802, his services were rewarded by a cemmandc^’s 
commission, and a short time previous to the rupture of the peace,' 

i 

he was appointed to the Port Mahon sloop of war, in which he 
was subsequently ordered to sail with despatches to theWvst 
Indies ; from whence, it was his destiny never to return.^ He 
joined Commodore Hood at Tobago, on the very morning.of his 
arrival there with a force for its reduction, and being hailetf to' 
silence a small fort which fired briskly on the fleet, he stood close 
in, and having poured three quick and welKtold broadsides intc^ 
it, jumped a-shore at the head of j)art of his crew, and struck- 
the French colours, hoisting the British in their stead—in the 
style of the brave l^aulknor, at Fort Royal, Martinico, some 
years before. H ^ 

Commodore Hood (than whom there could n^ be a better ofli* 
cer, or more adequate and impartial judge of merit) was so highly 
pleased with the conduct of Captain Neville, thathe sentfgr him, 
and asked him what he could do to show his sense of it. Captaftt 
Neville, had a younger brother in the Port Mahon, as mgster’s' 
mate, anil the commodore immediately took him into the Centaur 
on promotion. 

The period was now arrived when his services were shortly to 
terminate in this world for ever, lie was ordered to Jamaica 
with despatches from England, and with an order from the Admi* 
ralty for his own promotion to post rank, on a vacancy ; but this 
object of his wishes he did not live to accomplish, for after being 
a short time on the Jamaica station, he fell a sacrifice to the cli¬ 
mate, and died at Honduras in his 23d year, when taking his turn 
of protecting the English settlers employed in wood-cutting there. 

early period at which this gentleman was cut off, and the 
comparatively high rank which he had attained, speaks volumes as 
to his merit to say therefore that he was foremost in danger, 
cool and determined in action, possessed of greatness, kindness, 
and urbanity—in short,'that he was the hen> and the gentleman, 
may be thought superfiuuus, when wc compare his professional 
rank with the premature at nhich he died ; for it docs not 
appear that his promotion was in any stage eflected by family 
interest, although it must*bc confessed that few families have been 
80 wholly devoted to the public service of their country. 

Jftab. €t)ron Vol.XXXIX. * n w 
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> CaptuR Nenlie was the fifth son whose premature fate his father 
M to deplore—all died in (he sorrice of thdr King and 
^C/Ottntry: one^ an officer in the Queen’s regiment, was killed 
AOf board the Qween Charlotte on the Ist of June ; another 
at the siege of Bastia in the 90th regiment; and two others in tho 
akty fell like the subject of this honorable record, by ruthless 
4is^e.-->Nor, alas! was the youngest spared.—A sixth and last 
JPferUJe fell also t—fell in the heat of battle. As we hare before 
RBeationed, this youth was remored from the Port Mahon sloop 
into the Centaur, Commodore Hood’s ship, and was by him pro« 
noted to the rank of lieutenant, and was killed at Martinico, in 
)804, while attempting to storm one of the batteries under shelter 
pf which some pwateers had taken refuge. 

Thus perishedf^ese six brare brothers, three by disease, and 
three in battle; most cordially do we sympathise with their renera- 
l>le parents, if they still sunri«e—ef requieicani in pace* 

And are there any relatirea of this dcroted family in either army 
or navy, unpromoted or unprotected from an obscurity of condi. 
tion? If there,be, let a portion of those reward* which would 
have infallibly been conferred on this honorable band of brothers, 
had they not so prematurely perished, be transferred to them. 


KAUTICAL ANECDOTES AND SELECTIONS. 

AnCTIC EXPEOltlON, AND TUE EaQUlMAVX. 

I N' consequence of its having been understood, that the four vessels, des> 
tilled for these important expeditions, were to sail on ilie 1st of April, 
from Deptford, great numbers of people thronged there at an earlj hour, 
to witness an equipment that has excited such an uncommon degree of pul>> 
be interest. The visitors, however, were disappointed; a sliarp wtod, 
which blew from the north-east, rendered it not dcsirabfe for any large 
vessel drop down the river during a neap tide, nnd^ihe sailing of the 
vessels was, therefore, postponed to another 'day. The EsgutmauTf w]^ 
has already been so much celebrated for Ins astonishing exploits, nas 
to have given anotlier specimen of hl^ surprising performtince. Lord 
Chstlereagh, Lord Yai mouth, the Bishop of Winchester, the Btsliop 
|bf ORilotd, Mr. Groker, and several other persons of distinction, went don n 
to ^ptford,by particular appointment. They proceeded from the dock¬ 
yard, accompanied by tins cornmnsioncr, and went on board the Isabella, 
where they waited for a long time, in anxious expectation of seeing this 
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IwUve df the Aretie regton* eoiniDettce hi» operations; hot eipet ie ncnd • 
sad disappointment. The Esquimaux having gone on shoie that aaondeg, 
was accosted by a man from London (some say that he was a 
after representing to him the dangers o( the expedition he was about to 
bark in, and tlie liberty he possessed Of disposing of lus person in wbatlivto 
manner he cltose, held out to him (probably without any authority) a pro» 
raise of several thousand pounds, if lie would quit the ship, and exhibit 
himself at one of the minor theatres. His pride and bis prospects huviug 
experienced this momentary elevation, while his brain was nearly intoxicated 
by copious draughts of grog, he came on board the ship, swaggered about 
tile deck, boasted of his importance and his 4 tromi 8 ed wealth, and ohsti- 
uately refused tu exhibit Itimself in lii^ humble canoe. Ttve officers,anxioaB 
to gratify their distinguislied visitors, made use of entreaties, promises, 
and even tlireats; but, all to no purpose. Lord Castlerea^ and others 
offered him a handsome sum, on condition that he should commence his 
operations, Imt the offer was rejected. The noble vis^TS were, therefoM, 
obliged to return to town without having their curiosity satisfied. About 
10,000 spectators, who crotyded the decks of the surrounding vessels, egpe> 
rieiicetl a similar disappointment. The officers of the expedition now 
began tu entertain serious apprclieiisions lest they should lose a pemon from 
whom they expected to deriv'e many advantages in hi^ character of inter* 
preter between them and the inhabitants of the sliore borderii^ on Davix* 
Straits. They, however, used nu compulsion or restraint, but left him to 
the exercise of his own judgment, after proper remonstrances; and on 
the following morning lie quietly submitted to all the regulations that had 
been previously prescribed to him, expressed great sorrow for his obstinacy 
and disobedience, as well as his determination to continue witli tlie expedi¬ 
tion on its outward and homeward voyage ; and is now on board the 
Isabella, where, in ceoscquence of an Admiralty order, no stranger must 
come near him. 

f 

COMMODORE PEnRy, OP THE AMERICAN NAVY. 

It appears from the American papers, that a quarrdl^has arisen among 
tlie navul officers of the American squadron in the Mediterranean. Com¬ 
modore f’erry * is accused of having struck a Captain Heath, of the mar 
lines, and two or three courts martial have been held. It has become even 
an affair of party, and the different officers of the squadron have ranged 
themselves on different sides. At lengthy a memorial from the disafibeted 
officers Mas pre^ted to Congress; bu( a Committee who was appointed 
^ to report Upon it, stated, “,tliat no measures were proper to be taken by 
'Congress on the subject *' An Afperican juurnulist makes the following 
remarks upon the subject:—“ No squadron ought to be suffered, for many 
months tugeilier, to remain upijp any station, in active service. Particu¬ 
larly should this be avoided in the spft, luxurious, and e^rvatiog reigns oC 

* dee James's Account of the Chief Nava) Qcpp^nces between Great Britain 
aad the United Stales of America, published by Kgeiton, WbitvhalL 
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the Mediterfanenq. It was there Cxsar wasted a whole year in voluptuotrs 
4lnd disgraceful dalliance with the bwitching Cleopatra; it was there tlmt 
^dthony was shorn of hislionours; it was there that the dauntless Nelson 
aunlt beneath the sorcery of a syretv’s charms. If a squadron inuslW Icdpt 
In those seas, it should be frequently relieved. Active service, and tlie 
invigorating breezes of our western air, will do more to correct arrogance 
on one side, and insubordination on the other, tiiaii nil the laws winch can 
be cfnaCred, or all the courts*martial than can be held. 

I ' 

EAKTUQUAKE JN &1C£LY. 

Or the 20th February, 1818, in a season the most mild and line, a strong 
shock of an earthquake shook all the regions in the viciniry of .F,toa, eten 
to the extremity of Calabria. Tlie city of Messina suffered nothing; but 
at Catania the damage IS immense.—[Catania ties at the font nf Mount 
.^tna, as is implied by its ancient name, Kar-.'Etna. It was destroyed in 
1699, by an irruption of the mountain, during which the lain ran over the 
.walls of the city.] A great part of the cathedral and college has fallen 
down ; and many ecclesiastics have perished under the rums. All the 
inhabitants, struck with dread,, ahandoned the city, and are dispersed 
among tlie neighbouring villages. The churches of Aci>Catei>a have been 
damaged ; an entire inoiinstciy b^s fidieii down, and buried many priests. 
At Zaifurana, when the people were asseinhled for divine service, the 
vault of the church fell down, and crushed the preaciier, and 50 mdividu* 
tds. All the tillages near .^tiialiavc been more or less ruined. The houses 
are all opened, cracked, or destroyed ; iicveitlieless, as they ate light 
buildings, it is said only 60 persons have perished. The village of jVJasca* 
luccia exists no more ; the vineyards and the gardens have been over¬ 
turned ; the sea, in several places, has broken over its banks, and has 
caused much damage. 

The earthquake extended oner the whole isi.nid ; P.tlcrmo cxpeiienced :i 
slight shock ; and several villages suffi^d considerable damuge. In the 
state of the Duke of Misterbiaiico, seven columns of water were obserwd 
to spout from the earth nil at once, but they disappeared with tlie same 
r ipidity in fifteen minutes afterwards. Accounts from Genoa state, that 
.<M:veral shocks were felt among the Appenincs. 

S1EAM BOATS. 

Mr. DtRKBECK observes, that the time is fast approncliing when the 
grand intercourse with Europe will not be at present ihiongh p'astern 
Amcnc:?, but through the great riv'ers that communicatcHty ihe Mississippi 
with the ocean. The upBvard navigation of th'ese rivers i.s already coining 
under the coiitruul nf the steam-bout, an iovciition which promises to he 
of incalculable advantage to this new world. The average progress of the 
Steam-hoats, iienvily laden, against the stream, is about 60 miles per day. 
Xfieir lading upwards consists of dry goods, pottery, cotton, sugars, wines, 
liquors, salted fish, ''&c. nod downwards of grain, flour, tobacco, bacon, 
See. At present, about 2i of tlie-e vessels, from 50 to 400 tons burthen, 
ere navigating these iiVers: they are built at Piitsbourg, and the machinery 
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is prepared at tlie iron»M’orl;9 there. From New Orleans lo Shawnee 
Town, on the Ohio, a distance of I'JUO miles, tlie voyage upwards may be 
performed in 20 days ; and tins town is 45 iiiiluS from Mr. B.’s settlement, 
wiih wiiich it has communication by the Wahnsli, a navigable i'iver in its 
immediate vicinity. Those who h.’ivc witnessed the extensive appiictition 
of s^eam to the navigation of thi western waters of Scotland, and tlie 
despatch, regularity, and security ol this mode of conteynnee, will be able 
to appretiate its benefits as adopted in the inland navigation of Amarica. 
More than 20 vessels of this description navigated i lie Clyde during the 
summer; some of whi>li pcrforiiicd the voyage froin Glasgow to fiiverary, 
partly through a stormy sea, in 10 hours, a (circuitous route of 110 miles; 
and touching witii the punctuality nf*a mail coach at various places in their 
course to take in passengers. No sc-riotis atrideiit has oecuned since their 
introduction, winch is^niore tlian two \ears. Tiic secret of security enn- 
sists in usiirg large steam engines of great power and small pressure. If 
the boilers of casi-iron siioitld in any part give way, a piece of clotli is 
tirinly wedged into ilic liolc, and the vessels proceed without any danger or 
uiconvenieiice to the {lassengcrs. 


IttSSrSN CONSULATE. 


(Circuldf.J March ^5^ 1818. 


The, undersigned llussinn CoiKsul-gcnernl has just now been odicialiy 
luformed, that, although the estahh>hmcnt of a Port Franc (free port) at 
Odessa w-as made known to ail Forope tea months ago, the’ epoch, how¬ 
ever, of the opening of that port is still uncertain. The inimense works 
reipiired by the forming of the moat, and the barriers which arc to surround 
the city at a distance of 1, 5, and 6*-vcists, do not pciniit the hope that 
the T’ort Franc can he opened hel'ore the month of September next. It 
being possible (hut many oirrchants, thinking that the Port Franc is 
already open, may send to Odessa goods prohibited, aii.i thus expose them¬ 
selves to considerable loss, or at least to tlie pri jndieial delay of selling 
them. In order to avoid ail such incimvemcncios, the undersigned is 
authorised to advertise to the commercial public, that care will be taken 
in giving due notice of the fixed epoch when the Port Franc will be 
epened. 


(Signed) 



[Circu{jj^ . London, March 25, 3818. 

The undersigned Russian Gonsul-general, in ordijr to fulfil the commands 
of his governineni, hereby makes kiown to the British ppblic, an(l to ail 
person or persons to whom it mnjr concern— 

That no(with.standiiig the quarantine regulations of tlie 25th of May, 
1816, have been published in tins kingdom of Gieat Britain and Ireland, 
some foreign vessels, hound tp the Russian ports, both in the Baltic and in 
the White Sea, have appeared, without having fought the necessary cer¬ 
tificates from jkhuieur, of their being free from epidebncai disorder. The 
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posirive news of Algerine corsairs, having the plague on hoartt, stopping 
and visiting all vessels the; meet with, has induced the Imperial Gpvgrn- 
inen^ with the supreme approbation of his Imperial Majesty Uie ^ipemr« 
to o^pt fdiditbnal measures for preserving the empire from an^ind 
iiifestious disorders. 

1st.—l^at with respect to I’essels coming to the Russian ports witiiout 
being furnished with certificates, required hy the regnlptsonsof tbe^fith 
May,'1816, will be proceeded with in the strictest confoimhty to tliesames 
wliercof the foreign merebants will be informed by tlie Imperial Ambalsa* 
dors and Consuls. ^ 

2d.->That the marine miuister has to observe, that all ships or vessels 
coming into the Baltic, and bound to Russian ports, without prodocin { 
ilie necessary certificates of^ the Danish quarantine, will not be admitted 
under any pretext whatsoever, but sent back under a military escort. 

3d.—That all quarantine Agents, as well as the Commissioners Vif Ports, 
and tlie coast Commanders, have got new instructions with respect to the 
iiwist rigorous observation, that no vessel whatsoever, which may have 
been si^yect to the visit of the corsairs, and have not been duly purified 
under quarantine, will be allowed to proceed to the Russian ports. 

(Signed) ^)u£atc^e^Jiy. 

t 

VIStT OF TBF. Leans OF THE ADMIBALTY TO TUE EXPEDITIOK SUXPS. 

I 

Ok April 4, 1818, Viscount Melville, accompanied by Sir O. Waf'<' 
render, and Adiiiiml Sir G. Moore and Sir J. Yorke, Barts, arrived at 
Deptford Dock-yard, where they were received by Commissioner Cunning- 
iuiin, the'uRicers of the Dock-yard^'iind Captains Ross and Buchan, aud 
immediately went on board the vessels bonnd to tlie Arctic regions. They 
were received with the usual honours, and proceeded to inspect the equip¬ 
ment of the vessels in every port. Tlie Esquimaux went through his 
various exercises witli his canoe, and displayed his dexterity in throwing 
his darts, &c. Viscount Melville and the other gentlemen returned to town 
in the evening- The vessels dropped down the river yesterday. 

The ballast consists entirely of coals, and the Isabella and Dorothea have 
each nearly 100 chaldrons ou board; and the others as much as they can 
smw away. Meats of every description that can be preserved are on board, 
os also large supplies of portable soups; with extensive ^assortments of 
woollens, kerseys, and all sorts of- warm cluihing. Thi^,vessels are pro¬ 
vided with ice-boats, ai\d fisbing-geer for catrhing whales. Captain Ross 
ug Davis's Strait as bigii as 72; when he will endeavour to proceed 
to the westward, by w hich-ever direction circumstances may point out as 
most jjraciic^te. Captain Buebun goes direct fur the Pole ; aud, if ho 
re#ches there, will take such course as events will allow him for Bhenng’s 
Straits, which is also tlie object of Captain J^oss. Some experienced navi¬ 
gators of the Greenland ifas are on board, to act as pilots in the ice; aa 
also astronomer^ and other sdeutific gentlemen, to assist the uaval 
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offioerit In the event of the ships returning, they are to bring home each 
a oAt'go of blubber for the owners, in iron tetiks, by which a saving to 
govdti^nt od the hire of the vessels to nearly 10,000/. will be effectel. 

DEPARTURE OF fHE EXPEDITIOV SHIPS. 

The: vessels '4Bquipped for the Northern Expedition have ffiiled. May 
(lieyreturii safefjf^nd successfully! That they Will bring home considertiblc 
additions to theisteck of useful and exalting knowfedge, may be reasotilbly 
hoped ; and this alone is sufficient to justify the enterprise. To aim at a 
more perfect knowledge of'tlie world, in which we are placed, may be con* 
sidered as one of the duties of those, who are qualified by previous advances 
to search for such attainments. Progre^ id knowledge seems to be one of 
the ends of our esistepoe. It nioltiplios the means of happiness; and 
knowleij^c of ibis sort, though considerable qualifications be necessary in 
those who would make additions to it, is afterwards limited to no particular 
clfss; it is easily communicated to all. Such additions have also a moral 
effiect, beyond that of promoting Miaocent .pleasure,—they lead> to new 
contemplations of the wonderful works of the Creator, and, although the 
minutest flowers and insects be as much miracles to us as the staroiand the 
sun—the existence, or, at least, the forfhation of either being absolutely 
beyond human comprehension—yet familiarity weakens the impression of 
every ol>ject of sense, and the discovery of one new effect of infinite power 
is more touching to our minds than the continuance of a thousand old ones. 
These benefits we expect from the present expeditions. Of any other we 
have very little hope. Supposing the great plain of ice, which barred the 
North West Passage, to be broken aivay by some sudden cause, is it not 
reasonable to calculate upon its re^accumulation ? Supposing the polar 
basin to be passable by vessels purposely equipped for the discovery, is such 
a passage one of which merchant ships can be prepared to avail themselves ? 
Can such routes to given spots, though they be the nearest, be also the 
best, or those which vessels will ever take, except for purposes of curiosity ? 
Wilt the mere chance of saving distance, at the risk of losing months, lead 
ordinary navigators to the regions, where 

Pale suns unfelt, at di.stance roll away. 

And oa th* impassive ice the lightnings play ? 

That it will not, is no reason, against the expeditions; but it is due to the 
enteiprisiiig n^n, now just left us, to acknowledge what it is, that ought 
not to be expectgdiiwf them—to ascertain- what is success—and to prevent 
it from being cuusitiered as failure. * 

roLaa ice. 

% 

Tbg following postscript is‘ added to the journal of the brig Jemima, 
which sailed last summer from London to Labrador, on the Moravian 
Mluion The captain aihl mate report, that though for these three 
years past they have met with an unusual quantity of ice on the coast of 
Labfadur,*'yet in no one year since tbp commencement of the mission, in 
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1769,' has it appeared so dreadfully on the increase. The cnioiur likewise 
of this year's ice was ditfereiit lioin tliat usually seen, and the size of the 
icc>nl(Hintnins and thickness of the fields immense, with sand stonek 
imbedded in them. As a ^reat part of the coa»t of Circrnluiid, which for 
centuries has been choaked up with iccja^pparently iinnioreable, has, by 
some revolution, been cleared, pcrhaps^i» may account fur the great 
quantity alluded to.” ♦ 

‘ " <f 


ni/OKAPARTE. 


The following c.\tract of a letter from St. Helena has been obligingly seat 
to us 

*' Si. ife/enn, Januiny 36, 1B18. 

“ Buonaparte’s regimen almost confounds onr crlciilations of tlie mate¬ 
rials of wliicli be is composed—so oppusid docs he appear to be to bis for- 
inrr babijts of life. He has not passrd liie thresiioUl of Ids iiousc these four 
months: Uio consequence is, li.s legs me sv^oiien, l.is corpulency fast 
increa^^ be c.mnot bclp coiup!i'.iniii<r of ii.oing a ino^t p.'joful pnlpitntioti 
at the heart, and Ids couiiten.tiice is e;i!:einely pallid. Ills sullen, aiisicra 
^inaniier'ahuts out idl descriptions of persons ; he refused tu see the admiral 
(Planif’iii) a day or tv.o smcc. (^. neial .Moiitliolou (iihokc wile has lately 
been delivered of a boy), \\t arc 1 l.f,’Iatily liintt 'l to Id- />wpcr<V//mastiT, 
that he had half-a mind t igu to Ei.-.opv ; wiion Hnoii.ipa'to replied—‘ You 
have always hitherto f;r>*r, I yniisi if dtvn'f.d mine; wait twelve months 
'‘iongoi, and then you will uiiirn wi.Ii h moiir, (or I shall hy that time he 
no lortger a irouhle to nny one.' it is, that his hetiltli is become in 

a \ery prcctiiioiis state.” 


EXTRACT or A.N' INTLliESlO’O lEl’ILK FltO.St ON BOAIID THE ANTELOPE, 

or 50 Gt’NS. 

St. Kill's, November Bth, 1817. 

" Since my last letter to you, wc have undergone great varieties of 
weather, and were out in the hurrir.ine whieii took place on the 21st of 
October ; and as many repoits have gone abroad from some of the West 
India Islands, that we were lost, I embrace the first opportunity to tell you 
of our bring safe, as are all the slup* of Admiral Harvey’s squadron ; but 
the Antelope has escaped in a most nuracuhms manner. We were lying at 
St. Lucia quietly at anchor the day befure the hurricane caLie on, and got 
under ^ail for Barbadues (us was uiir intention) about in the morning 
of the 20th, it being hiTc vveaiiier. At 12 o’clock the night following, the 
(Sffiecrajt the watch, Lieutenant —^hailed the master, and said the 
wind had conic round to the noi'th'east„ winch was very unusual in this 
climate, where easterly winds prevail all through the year, and that the 
weather appeirred tu fie coming on find. The Admiral, iind Captain Snyer, 
were immediately on deck ; we took in all •^our sail, except tlie foresnii, 
which was ffevi-d; got tlie top gaiiunt'mnsts upon ^deck, and prepared for 
the worst. At three iii the inarniiig of the 21st, it blew very hard at 
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wilh prorlijrinus heavy raii»; at four still harder ; tooL in our fore-sail, and 
brought her to, under a try*!iHil, double reeved, at seven yet iiarder, when a 
sea came and carried away one of our boats from the stern; at JO o'clock, it 
hltw a perfect lioi ricano, heyond what an^ of us had ever witnessed ; however, 
li)c> ship lay very quiet, and behaved very well ; but from the heavinessoPthe 
sea, and quanliiy of rain, with the iiuuicnse force of wind and water, all 
our rahins Here fille«l. At noon the storm ahat^; and at J) P.M. it w s 
quite moderate, and we made ‘•ail a;;ain. 1 call the csca[»e,#»f the ship,.and 
all on hoard, n'ii nruloiis; hicatiFe, if wc had remained at St. Lucia oae day 
loDL^er, not im 'tom of her would have rcniaincd, nothing could have saved 
us from total shipwreek; every vessel wc le(f there was lost: the town, 
barratks, aed bmldmiis of every suit destroyed ; the Govcrnor-general, 
Seymour, a inoht worthy man. and imAt fff Ins family, killed ; and Major 
Bnrdeit, and Ins wile :yi(l child, aUo Imricd inidcr ihc luins.of his house. 
‘W’e vi*'ited the isl mcl aiiinn a rortr.ight alu r, and the scene prebenicd to us 
was such as my pen canaot di-sciihe; the pour inhabitants without houses, 
shelter, or rloihe--, even for the sick, many of whom were compelled to lay 
out in the iMir ; the soldiers aiid others were obliged to lay down f^t, hold¬ 
ing by the glass, or any thing they could get, to pictciil ihtir being blown 
away : tins may appear strange, \cl such was the fact, so excessivt^was the 
force of the w ind. 'I'lic vessels were alsif driven to sta, or a-sliore at Mar* 
tinico, Dominica, and Sc. \'iiiccnt’s ; but no damage was sustained to 
housesT.r hnildings .tlthoiigh the crops have sunFerod ; very fortunately all 
our little‘qnadron; n':. the Scamaiidcr frigate, Gaptaift Elliot, Childers 
sloop, Captain Wistropp, and Erazen, Captain Stilling, arc safe; the 
fatal ‘.'Isi of October will be felt by the St. Lucians us lung as they live. 

CAI’lAfN SIUr.IlAV ..lASWni L, R.N. 

fi will be reec.Mrcttd that this gallant ortirer conveyed Lord Amberstand 
the l'’.mhassv to China, in tlic Alcestc fiigaie, arierwaiils unrortunatcly 
lost, by ‘•Hiking on a ledge of sunken rocks iii t!ie Stiaits ol Caspar. On 
procccdini: up the .Sliva to Canton, to take the Emhassy on board after its 
unsuccessful icrinination, it will be recollected that the ship was fiicd at by 
the Chinese batteries, atid ihatoneor two well told and dt strut live broadsides 
from the zVlccste silenced them most compicitly : on that occa.iion, when 
lie was obliged, however reluctanrly, to file on them, he fired tlie first shot 
u ilU fits oren/unui, that in ilio event of (he Chinese demanding those who 
actually fired,jiustead of llnise who oidcred, and of seizing an innocent 
person, he nut >htJi »t1v place himself in tjie situation of being individually 
rcMpunsihle for all cutisequcqces. ^ 

,/rhis circumstance IS so buiiurablc tp Captain Maxwell, that the ruenr/^ 
of it is no more than an act of justice due lu that gcnilciucii's biave and 
humane character. 


Cijroii, Vol. XXXIX. o • 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Ships in Commission \st 


« 


^ehruariff 


1818. 


Letter IV. 


MR. EDITOR, 

H aving in former letters adverted to the reducedj^tatc of ihc British 
itPitvy, 1 hui e now thought it right to include a statement of it as it 
now stands, and also one of its aiiiount and distribution in 1813; from 
which it will be obvious, that we had more ships of the line acluully in 
commission in that year, than we now have on our lists; and that our num¬ 
ber of that class of ships (of the line) has very nearly decreased one-lutlf, 
leaving us at present with only one hundred sail fit fur service. Being quite 
aware l^t our navy cannot be rc-crcaled or re-built in one year, hut that 
it must Le the work of a series of years, and that our force must be 
"greatly i/jereased to preserve our naval dominion and supremacy, at least 
by the addition of fif'tp sail of the line, exclusive of those now building, 
and the samcsiumber of larfie frigates, of from 50 to dO guns; it certainly 
would neither he just nor decorous to thiow out any rcdcction on tiiosc at 
the head of the naval department, on account of its present stale of reduc¬ 
tion; for tdthough it must be their duty, and it is an imperative one, to 
bring it into a better and more formidable state, by iiicreasnig its number, 
force, and power; yet it was owing to circumstiinces over wliicb they had 
no sufficicuf control, tliat so many slops were foiiml decayed, and unfit 
for fart i.er service at the end of the war; these ships having been either 
prizes, or hinlt rapidly for urgent and immediate serv ice, of green and im¬ 
proper wood. I inean not tlitrefore to say one word io dispraise of those 
in power; but on the contrarv, to mciiifon, with sincere satisfaction, that 
wjifiiin the present year cieht ships of the line, 81’s, on the American plan, 
and twenty new frigates, 40’s, have been ordered to be built, which 
clearly provts the anxiety of the Lords of the Admiralty to proceed as 
quickly possible in re-constructing our navy. 1 would tlicrefore only 
once more earnestly call their attention to the policy and necessity of dili- 
gctitlvpr/ACEprhi". The timber from Italy will alfoni inateiials, vvffiiave 
dock-yards and carpenicrs, and tin* private yards can assist, if ncccssaiy ; 
for we iiavc much to do, and even* witli tlie exertion ot' irtiiiost powers, 
it will require llircc yvars to enable us to'launch the ships new on the 
stocks^ bull trust ibis vvork will proceed wiih ugonr, that every ship w ill 
be filled, and that ships of larger diuiensjons and powiis will henccforlli 
continue to be*buiU ; so that, in case of a i.c'v war, we may be prcpatoii 
for anp enemy ; for it is the most dangerous and miserable polny to delny 
prcpaiing adequate iiicans of cicrencc, unlil ths! uiomciit vviiun iticy ought 
to be ready fur clfectutii use. 
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Ships. 

Queen Cliarlotte.. 


HOME STATIONS. 

Guard Ships and Channel Cruizers. 

Guns. Coiyinandei'S. 

...„f Adminil Sir E.Tliornboroup;!!. 


Imprcjinablc __ 104'^ 

llochfort .. 80 

Veiigcur .......... 74 


t Ca^niti E. Roger. 

/ Adiniiol Lord Exincmth. 

\ C.iptaiii Iliui. H. R. Pellew, 

-Sir A. C. Dirkson, 

— - Tliiiiiias Alexander. 
- - W. R.,Broughton. 
-S' CInirIcs Ekiiis. 


Spencer ___74 —— • - - \V. K.,Broughton. 

Superli ...._... 74 -s. Churics Ekins. 

B<a»art. 74 (ff"; '‘""''J' 

l_La|Uuin I. Graves. 


Northumberland .. 74 
Severn .......... 5U 

Tiber ....__ 4G 


— James Walker. 

— NVilbain M'Culloch. 

— .1. It. Dacres. 


Stations. 

m 

Portsmouth, 

Plymouth. 

Portsmouth. 

Ditto. 

Plymouth. 

Difto. 

Slicerncss. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Portsmouth, 


” opstruiii 
rionda .. 

.... ou 

.... 24 

-— C. S. J. llawtayne. 

'“Sheerness, 

* Erne ....... 

.... 24 

-—' T. Scriven. 

Plymoutl^' 

* Eavorile..... 

.... 24 

■— IJi Robinson. 

Deptford, 

I.0C .. 

.... 21 

——— J. I’ascoe. 

Plymouth, 

ProniG'.iieus _ 

.... 18 

— C. R. Moorsom, 

Spit head. 

Alert_...... 

.... J8 


Portsmouth. 

llosario ...... 

_ 14 

—-T. L. Peake. 

Ditto. , 

-AUkui 

.... 11 


Plymouth’ 

Biitoinart ..... 

.... 10 

—IliHi. tJ. .1. Perceval. 

Ditto. 

Cadmus ...... 

.... 10 

—— J. Cedge. 

Shcernes^. 

Hope.. 

_ 10 

-U. F. .lauiiccy. 

Portsmouth. 

Pike+. 

.... 10 

D. RiiLliaii. 

Ditto. 

Shamrock.... . 

.... 10 

-M. Wliite (surveying vessel). 

s 

t 

• 

• 

1 

1 

1 

.... 10 

I.iel&ten.int W.(’rokc. 

Plymouth’ 

Pioneer . 

.... 10 

J. W. Rouse. 

Shecrncss’ 

(..’rerian ___ 

.... 10 

---— 11. Jewry. 

Portsmouth' 

•Sea Lark .. .. 

.... 10 

- 1*. Ilelpiinii. 

Pl)/moutlu 

Surly. 

■ ■ • ■ 0 

. J, (u) 11.11. 

Sheerncss. 

Dwarf. 

_ 10 


Plymouth. 

Sn an ........ 

- 8 

■ ■ C. J. Griil’eu, 

Shunless, 

• 

Ships lotdy paid off". 

# 

"Tigris . 

.... 4S 

Captain IJemlersonl 


Ipliigcuiu .... 

- 42 

■ ■■ -—•* Tiiiicock. 

• 

Melville. 

_ 74 

n.. Pemberton.^ 

a 



* Fitting for foreign siatipiiii. 

+ Appointed to sad on vo^Ujjo of discovery to Davis’ Straits.—Captain J. ltos» 
goes tu (iiGculand. 
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Ships. 
Rniiiilies .. 

t 

Istcr ...... 

Nimrod .... 
Diiver .... 
Cherokee .. 
Swiiif^er .... 
Martial .... 

Tonnant.... 

Falmouth ... 

Cyrus.. 

Ileion .... 
Mutiiie .... 
Helicon .... 
Pandora .... 
Pictou .... 
Musquedubet . 


Iphiporiia .. 
Con fiance .. 
Harlequin... 
Ferret ..... 


Invcrpool .. 
Spartan .... 

Topaze . . .. 
Fdcn ...... 

Tees. 

‘Vy. 

Curlew .... 
Carnation .. 
Grasshopper 

Sappho __ 

Drake .... 
Dotterel.... 


Albion ., 
Glasgow . 


Coast of Seotlund, 

Guns. Coinii'undersm 

f llenr-ndniiral W. J, Hope, 
\ Cuptlhii 'I'hoinai IJoys, 

4'2 — ' - — Thomas l‘'iirrcst. 

i8 - J. W. Hailing. 

16 - C. II. Held. 

10 ——— T. Siiiirh. 

12 Lieutonn'ji. .T. jNiitchell. 

13 - R. M'lvirdv. 

I 

Coast of' Trcfand. 

n 

„,.'l Hf ar-athinral Sir Bn jijniin 
* / Cnpcain ,f. Tailoiir. , 

20 - G.F. Hich. 

20-W.F. Carrol, 

10 - H. R. Powell. 

J8 - ' . William Sarsjcnr. 

13 —- - A. R. Rranch. 

13 - Ci. M. .loiics. 

10 Lieutenant James Morgan. 
10 — . . Joseph Grifhths. 


llallowcU. 


Ships Inlrlj/ Ctmimissioiiid. 


.. 46 

Captain Ilytle Parker. 

.. 18 

-— • A. Montgomery. 

.. 18 

■— A. R. Rranch. 

.. 12 

- \V. li. I’ettmaii, 


S/u/>s fitting out. 

. .50 

Captain F. A. Collier. 

46 

- F. Wise. 

- 46 

- Hon. Win. Gordon. 

. 26 

- F. J'j. l.uch. 

. 26 

- Al. Renny. 

. 20 

- J. K. White. 

- 18 

— — William Walpole. 

. 18 

— - Hon. .Jolin Gordon. 

. in 


. 18 


. 10 

p 

- Henry ShilTncr. 

. 10 

-— William Ranisdcn. 

4 C 

ronriGN siai*iOxs. 


JMrdihTranenn. 

f Rear adniiral Sir C. P. Penrose. 
\Captain J. Coude. 

50 —■■ - lion, A. Maitland', 
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Ships C uns. Commanders. 

Tnsus . <1G -J. W. D. Dundab. 

Myrmidon....__ 20 - II. (^iiiibier. 

(Ganymede. 20 - Hon. R. C. Rpcnccr. 

Wasp .......... 33 — William Wolrige, 

Satellite.......... 18 —. James Murray. 

Aid —10 ———W. 11. Smyth (surveying vesicl). 


Conqueror 

Pha?ion .. 
Eurj'dice 
Rncunn .. 
Miibquitu 
Podargus 
Ctifliri .. 
Redpole.. 
Leveret.. 


Cape of'Good Hope, and Sf. Helena. 

74 . J Plainpin. 

■’ \Captain J. Davic^ 

.. 42 --T’. Stanf’ell. 

-. 26 ■ ll.*\VAuchope. 

.. ,20 Ja aes Wallis. 

.. 18 - (/. Biiiie. 

10 — - . . lion, J, Rous. 

.. 16 - William E. Wright. 

10 . . - ■ J. T. Pasicy. 

.. 10 — - J. Thced. 




Mindcrj,. .. 

Orlando . .. 
Magicienne 
Conwav . 
Towey .. 
Cltalleiiger 
Bacchus . . 


Hast Indies. 


74 

42 

42 

26 


rRear-admiral Sir R. King. 
\ Captain W. Paterson. 

——— J. Clavcll. 

•- J. B. Purvis. 

- . - Ed. Barnard. 


20 


V/. Hill. 


13 - - - TI. P. Bridges. 

18 • ■ — J. P. Parkin. 




# 


Halif ax, and Coast of America. 

, , r Rcar*adniiral Sir Oavid Milne, 

. \ Captain E. Cbctl.am. 

Portli_ 50-Sir J. Louis. 

Dee . 26 - S. Cliainbers. 

Wvc ......._ 26 ■ J. Harper. 

Harrier. 13 - Sir C. T. Jones. 

Saracen.......... 18 —John Gore. 

Opossum ........ 10 - —.— Lord John Hay. 

. * N cief'ouvdlnnd. 

• • 

• Tx I S V'icc-sviinjral Pickmore. 

Sir Irancis Drake .. 42 5 ,, , t . • 

C Captain .1. Buwker. 

* Tamar ........ 20 -- T. 11. Tokcr. 

Egcira .. 26 —— Robert Rowley. 

Ely . 18 _- J. Baldwin, 

Sydney. 6 ■ J. Holbrooke (surveying vessel), 

# llelurncd to England. 
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Ships. 

Salisbury . 

» 

Sybille ... 
Picque ... 
Larne..... 

Esk . 

Pelican ... 
Eiileman .. 
Eeavjer ... 
Sh^watcr. 
Tyriau ... 
Shark ..... 


Jamaica, 

9 

Guns. Commanders, 

||Rcar.adiniral J. E. Douglas. 
^ (Captain 11. Siewart. 

50 .— Ch. Miiiculm. 

40 . J. M'Kellar. 

26 Ab. Lowe. 

26 - G. G. Lennock. 

18 ■ ■■ ■ - ErJ. Curzon. 

18 - - Norwich Dull’. 

10' - - 1{. It. Felix. 

10 —J— D. Cox, 

10 ■ ■ VVilliain Popham. 

—- C. N. lluntbr. 


Antelope 

Scaraander 
Cbilddrs . . 
Brazen .. 
* Hydra.. 


Leeward Islands. 

gg? Rear-admiral J. Hfvey. 

5 Captain G. Sawyer. 

42 - William Elliot. 

18 —-J- II, F. VVcstiopp. 

18 .—- .1. Stirling. 

18 -— D. Ilobcrli). 


Brazils and South imcrica. 


Amphion ........ 42 Captain Wm. Howies. 

Andromaclie .. 42 - — W. H. Sheriff. 

Blossom.. 28 —— F. Uickey. 

Hyacinth ......... 26 A. it. .Sliarpe. 

Tyne............ 26 - . .- G. Falcon. 

Icarus. 10 — ■■■ ■■ llon.C.O. Brulgcraan. 

Coast of Alriia, 

Semirainis .. 42-Sir James Lucas Yco. 

Cherub. 25-G. W. Willis. 


Slate of the British Aarp, 1st Januarp, 1818. 


i 

Ships,of the line.. •... 10 In commission. 

Ditto , 102 In ordm.iry, .fit for sen, or repairin 

Ditto 13 Itfcejvirig ships, &c. unfit. 

Ditto 10 Building, 


144 


* Returned to England. 
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From 50 to 00 guns 


7 Ill commission. 
13 In ordinary. 

4 Building. 

• 


Frigates—‘*>0 to 48 guns ISO 

S4 


In commission, and ordinary. 
Building. 


Sloops, &c. 


170 Frigates, 
175 Sloops. 

144 Line. • 

24 Fifties. . 


^513 Total. 


State^' the British Navj/, 1 GIG. 


Line. 

Fiftii, 

Frig. 


In commission.l.M 

s.i 

1.37 

ii.tU 

Ordinary and repairing 77 

l(f 

70 

80 

Building ... 28 

4 

1.5 

10 

25ti 

iir 

212 

• 4-10—' 


0!ail\ 


S/ilp-lluiulingy T)rp Rolf S^c. 

Mn. rnnoR, Ipxa’tV//,/Jcc. 11, 1817 . 

T'^nF. piTusnl ol sDine ('xtrrv'K fiom i\Ti. Rl.icklinriiV uppaiently valualilo 
“ Treatisi on Ship- BnihUng'' roiiuiuiicmg at page 40." ofilic present 
volume, lias rc.iiiinied me nl an iiiliinaiiiin which I gaie, {ri'lc .‘101) that I 
should priiliuhly truuLle you witli a i'unher (‘oiuinuuir.iiiuii. .Tudgiiig from 
the extracts which 1 have read, (lu re can he, 1 should thiul;, hut one 
opinion, as to the grorral cxcillcuce of Mr. niackhunrs woik. That 
gcuticiiian's rciiiaiks u(ion the gu-alcr ilurahility ot tiniher wlien icstricteil 
to employment in its n.iiive cliiii.'.lc, seem enliilcd to seiiou''roiisideration, 
as’pointing out the jijkaiiiaiios wiiich mijiht he dciived froimlhe building 
of^hipx, chiefly ^tsigiieil fur jiailicular stations, with tiinhor, the growth <»f 
those parts. Tims, it would .ippeaPj teak might he most sueecssfully used 
in the construction of ships iiui iiiied for the Lidia stalioii; the Chnada 
oak, for tliosc on the North Am(?icaii station, iS:c. 

Mr. Bluckhurirs ob'cr'aiions on tlie culture of the oak—on the supe* 
riority of the Biitish to the foreign oak—and on the injury likely to accrue 
from the sowing of acoins, ilu; produce of foreign trees, arc also of great 
importmice. In must parts of the kingdom, as well as in this country 
(SuOTulk)-the Stuck uf the genuine British oak has heen much IcsseiicJ, and 
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tlie succession «vLic]i Is coining forward, bears a very insignificant proper* 
tion to the growth by which it was preceded.* 

In commenting upon that very difficult and perplexing subject,' the dry 
rot, and on the liability of timber to contract that disease, from being used 
in'an unseasoned state, Mr. Blackburn says;—“ unless the vegetable juices 
are extracted by gentle wnnnth, and carried oft' by a moderate current 
of fresh air, fhc sredx of corrupfiim generate in the ipood apontavemsl^f' 
Tbs dry rot is, I believe, genciully, though not universally, considered to 
be of vegetable origin. Tliat the presence of confined air, or stagnant 
wapour. nr the want of a current of frcsij air, may promote the growth and 
cxtciiMon of the dry rot,,is highly probable; but, as the doctrine of 
spontaaruiis generation, in the vegctrt'olc as well as in the .'tniniiil world, has 
long been exploded, I know nut h'ow- to iigaid Mr. iiluckbunrs ojiinioii on 
tbis poiiil as roircet. 

In iny former communication, rehiling to the liuinch of the Orxvell 
Indiaman, I stated, that, (luring tlic late war, Mr. Ilayley, of the 
Nova Seotia and Halifax ship yaids in tio' town, liad built iieai'iy :>() ships 
of war, ai.d i^tlier vessel", !or the roval dim y ;'^iiot one of w bicli had ever 
been, in the sliglitcst (]cs:i'tc’, affeetoil by that bane of na\al aicbiiectnrc the 
dry rot^ Since J tiius wiote, Sir, i have liad Sijiiie convtO'sarion with Mr, 

* ** lru|iriiv('il culliv.iiiori ol liu l.nn:.,'' uliseivrs tlic 11 Ir.biuted iigriciilluint 
writer, Arthur Yoiiii^, " is tlic caust-ul llns fui't. wlncli is "o gciirrat in Jaiglainl. 
Hough pasl(Iri s over-1 nil with tlioins, and hriur", and bioHil liedge-rows, weie 
iiur!i> rK*> »l tiiiiher. As l.inii hecanie valuuhle, the.sr: iiave been cicarrd ; and 
with li'i.s uliVKK." and valiiahle iiiiproveiueiii, tiiidier li.i" id eoui"C decliitrd : a 
circiiniMaiiee not at uli to he regretted, loi i ornand grass ait products ninrii mure 
■valouhle.’’—'• That corn and f!r,iss mu iiioii.' es>eiilial ihan liiiiher (ol'serns 
a CoiilLMipiiiiity wTilei, in noiuin;^ tins passage) to the iiieie exiMence ot' the 
nitinial L.eutK'n, is a pusilion, ilie ii('i’iir.ic_v ot wliieii w>l! not he loniifiied; hut 
ilint, m a pxhtic.d. or (Miuineieiul light, tlicy (iir ino'V r-ahiahle, is ii |]oiiil I'l.ir 
will udiii.i-a di ulii. Tlie delicu inw of r>n!is'i (t.K I .is, lor some tear, liecii 
I ost seri-iii^l\ tell III ilie ro_v;.l dm k-Mii il". iiulcpoiul'Miii v oMlie eiioimoiis 
sums seiii oiii oi'ihi* (:(/uiilr\, loi the paieij.t.e nt torei^ni iiinlier, no loreigii oak 
lliiit cun I’l proiliiei'd is C(;!i<d,iii tougiiness oi in diiiuiiiliii, to ilii.t winch is tin 
native produce ol Mriiiiin. I)iss''iil<iig, li.ea fme, nuiii tiic o|iiiiii'ii ol Mr. Young, 
we caniuil hut toioidei ilutl tin- e.itioii i< ureal''v indehied lo the Socie njorthc 
Enconmi^rmriit »J’ A, Moniii'.wliin^ ni.'l ( "sii.i. ree, w-l.ich, for stw cnil years, has 
iiirJel'uiicdiU' I dioiiied lo piomoi<: •••)<* e:uoii(‘i‘’'a the |ilinuiii': ut limher thiough* 
out the isl !iid.’' —It w.is, I hel c ", d"r'ng the hist s. ason, dial the Duchess of 
lliitlai.d r. ceiled tlie >;old met.:il ol ilie i'i'i ic.u/or t/n Euconriif^ci ictil I'J' .irts,^<.c. 
lor vai' "a-. t'Nj.eiinieiils III r!ii-«iiie oakI!ei (jrace’s deink'.l coiicliisioii, on five 
penei'ul < \jieiiiuf iiis,-is, ilial ilie hi"-! method is lo sow the .n oins wlicie they are 
to remain, and alter lioeiiin the lows two year'., lo jiliiiil poiiitoes, uii" row only 
between each row of o.,ki foi three \c' is. Tin In uelii vd.the oaks from planting 
potaliM'S I' mealciiliilile ; loi, foin loe s ,j | e\pt i.mt i.ia'i'ft'Fiuiii others made at 
the su’liie 'iiiie, iind with'.he same seedli'ig oiiLs, pi.iiilcd with a imxturi: of li.r'ch, 
pruci,, heecli, hiicli, and other loresi.'ietis, ruid also with miks only—ill all cases 
• he. Ii.is found tli.it pot.sloi « between tin; rows jire ‘.o s.ipeiior to all other nielhod.s, 
tli.'it tlic o.-ks will iiaturully grow as i.iii li tliofirst toiii years with tiieiu, as in six 
without them: It appears, she o'lscm-s, “ ilmt iht greul secret in raisiltg 
I hinta'.'oiis of o:ik IS, to yet them lo ad\aiice lapully tiie iirsi eight years from 
"ced, S', the lirst live yeins from i.lSnlin-/, so that the loads of llic Iree.s may be 
i-urpfdeltly uhilid, siul l>t tome a siiiuilieiing i i:ip ; alter tins is tdfecle'l, tlic (rocs 
will appear lo strive to outgrow eacti other, and will iidviinceni tieie'ni rapidly ; 
iliey will he clean straight trees to any givm liei'^in ; e.speriiueiiU have proscJ 
be tact, winch m.iy he verified hy vicdeig llclioir,” 
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TO THE RIGHT HON. VISCOUNT MELVILLE. 

My lOttD, 

I T is but natural and right, when the officers of the navy find attempts 
made to degrade them in the eyes of their fellow ■subjects, attdDf 
con.'se in those of otlicr nalioiis, that they look to the Admiralty Board for 
redress and proti>i'tioii, which if it hare not power or authority to give, 
that it inav carry the same i>crore his Majesty’s govern men t, there to be 
examined witli that attention which the rase may rer|uire. 

When the legislature of the cuuiiiry exeinp'ed some classes of the com* 
munity from serving in certain offices, it may surely be supposed, that it 
never C'lnteinplatcd naval officers serving in them ; no doubt consid^iug 
the nature of their calling a soffit ieiii exemption. It may he presumed, 
it never cuntemplatcd that fit Id ofiuert in the army, or rjyt/ains in tiie 
nuvy, shouhl be couipci/ed to take upon them the office u\' tax guthererSt 
when on nalf-ptiy. 

Men, wilt! fiom their youth have been used to difficrent situations of life 
and pursuits, may he ill ,qualiticd to change situiitiuos. There may be 
necessary offices in a state, winch sound policy anti the geiicTal interests 
of the country ought lo forliid them being discliargrd by ibose, on wliuin 
the maintenance of the naiioiml honour amiy in a great ^neasure tiepeiid. 
That this is the case with otlicers in the navy and army, few men can be so 
ignorant as to deny. Ought not then tbose officers who have so conspicu* 
ous a part to act at all times, in their inteicunrse with furtugn nations, but 
more paitii'iilarly during war, ought not they to he exempted Iroin being 
called upon, when retired from active service, to serve in offices wbicli may 
tend to degrade and blunt that feeling and »>eiisc u( honuiir, uhicli tlicir 
country expects they will firmly mamiuiii in the eyes of other nations. Is 
it, my Lord, for the interests Of tins kingdom, that cafitains m the ntirif 
shuuld be liable, when on iialf-pny, to serve tiie office of uswstor of tuxt$ f 
To be prying into their neighbour's rent, uindoas, seitutulx, homes, and 
do^s ft Anil to be obliged by oath to screw tlirni np to the inghest pitch 
possible? To be the jmt/f/s'rflppres of the'Uiveyois of taxes? who may 
be bonourubic men, but tliey may lie also dewniring unfci ling harpies. 
Can it he supposed, mv Lord, ihal tlie Icgisiaiure of these realms ever con¬ 
templated placing capiaiiw in ilic navy in stub a situation ? If it did, is it 
not lime that such act‘> should be revised; and those wlu) are to li« over 
them, chosen from another class of sucitty ? But wiiere is the pica of 
necessity ? • 

That tlicre areapiul^in this country who contemplate such a thing^with 
pleasure ; that there are pitifitl souls who grudge tlie»half-pay of the army 
and navy, after being delivereil fmiti the lury ot tlie conveiiiioiial ^anS 
culottes, and Buonaparle's destioyyig annu s, ami who would willingly have 
ctmVacied to give twice as much in the day ot peril and ul iriii, to save 
them and their god Mammon, may surprise ^oiiie men to iie.ir ; Imt ilio 
fact is undeniable, 'lliere may he muckworms of this *sort, who have 
fattened on the toils and blood of the army and navy ; on the waste of pabi* 
lie stores; and us to tiiiU character which has so distinguished this couutry. 
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tbej are as capable of feeling Us influence and desii'es, as the Scales of i 
crocodile the pleasing and grateful influences of the vernal airs. ^ 

It need hardly be observed, £hat it n-ould not only be derogatory, Jiot. 
also prejudicial in the extreme, fl)r the inteicsis and honour of the natibir 
^ be in any manner placed in such iunitls; for them to have it in their 
power to gratify their envious and levelling spirits, by pulling down others, 
as^hey may imagine, to their own level* Can it for a tnomeut be supposed, 
by any man possessed of cominoii sense and infortnation (whatever their 
seif'Conceit may lead them to think), that such men arc in any manner 
capable of judging of the quiiliiicntions ncressary for those situations which 
require the mind to be invulnerahle,!igai>i!st selfisli considerations, and to be 
armed with that sense ot honouaatui justice, wliich the character and the 
jglory.of the British nation rci]uire ? « 

Itniigl*t have been thought, that the gpnnal community, from a proper 
sense of feeling tow’aids naval otiiccis, would have prevented such rrpre-* 
sentations as the present ; t.-.t a«. tins not the case, it may In hoped this 
consideration will induce yoi.'- LuriNlup to consuli. wiili his Majesty’s govern¬ 
ment, and impartially to coti' der, how f.u- it may l>c for the interests of the 
counUy, and of lorai cumru i.iitics, foi captaiuj in the navy, when on half- 
pay, to serve (he offico of wmcsaiic of lodcs, or similar situations. And when 
in this situation, how woidd they appear to those of the first riiiiks in other 
nations, who have hclicid them supporting the glory of their courrtry in the 
day of conflict,'in the hour of danger ; and who, no doiiht, would start 
with amazement, at tlicir being coinpcllcd to execute such utlices when 
on shore. 

I am, my Lord, with great rcipert, 

Your l.ordship’s most hundde servant. 



On the Appointment of Finl Lieulcnmfs. 

NR. ECnoR, aB//< Fihruan/, 1813 . 

fffMlE late regulations maile at the Admiralty Board, for the cm ploy- 
inent of old lieutenants of the royal navy, must, I am sure, be 
received as it deserves, with pleasure and with satisfaction, by that im- 
Dicreus and highly distingnislicd body of naval otiidb^, wlio form, if I may 
so express myself, sinews of our naval afiiis j as it is by their exertions, 
valQur, and experience, so muclf,of,uur success is obtained ; and it is they 
who will, erelong, fill in tlieir turn the stations which those yet more dis¬ 
tinguished superiors, the flag oflicers and captains, now occiip)'. This very 
judicious and important rcaij|Mpni. expresses, that hereafter, no lieutenant 
■qf the royal navy, under thirtwn years standing, shall be nppoiiited.)frst 
Sf a ship of the line; none under eleven to fifty-gun ships ; under eight to 
irrigates, and five to sloops; the intention of lids wise and excellent regula¬ 
tion is evidently to secure inure cTectually to old and experienced officcr$ 
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tknte very responsible and important sitdations, wbicb bold out the fa^t 
chanre of leadinf; to honour and propiotion; thus at the sam^ time securmg 
the services of our more experienced and s^inr officers, and f .utting them in 
the>road to preferment; it is, indeed, to Jie regretted, that this regulation 
fans been delayed so long, as many, in 'consequence the reof, have lost 
opportunities of getting forward during the war, that m^7 possibly nefer 
return during peace ; yet the greatest credit is unquestiot lably due to the 
present Lords Commissioners, for nm framing so consider ite and excellent 
H regulation ; it is hy thus wisely and zealously devoting ( heir attention to 
the. errors of our naval system, that our naval greatness wil 1 be best secured* 
and its future glory and success ninintained. I have sincere pleasure in 
bearing testimony to the wisdom of tltfs excellent measure ; and am, &c. 

to %J\'ai 


TO THE RK'IIT IION. LOUD MRLV ILLE. 

Oil the. ^:ate of the British Navt/, S c. 

“ ■ * 13rit ain. 

It mneh imports you, to keep entic o 
The lorce and honour of your Fie ets, 

O’er them to watch wuli jealous f ye.” * 

Letter III. 

MY tORU, Is/ March, 1818. 

H aving in my two former letters laid before your Lordship my senti¬ 
ments on the important and interesting sv.bjcct of Impressment, which 
1 hope will soon bo taken under the considenit ion of Parliament; and after 
due inquiry, be continued or Hone away, according as their report shall 
instruct; 1 now proceed to lay before you llie opinions I hold (as a Britoiv 
devoted to liis country, and most anxious for its honour and prosperity), 
relative to the present slate of our naval force, viewed with a reference to 
that of other powers, whom, ulthougli now considered as fiieiids, we must 
not, nor ought not, to forget we have heheld us enemies; and whom, 
however calm and serene may be tlic present aspect of affairs, wc may at 
110 distant dote acain behold drawn up in martial array against us. Your 
Lordship of ciflirse jjBpcrfcctly aware of the numbers of effective skips now 
otj onr navy lisffi, and of the great diniinution of our naval force since the 
end of the war: this was no" doubt unavoidable, filim so many ships being 
either really worn out in the service, ift being decayed, from having liccn 
built of imscasoued or iiupropcntimber, nnd to have retained ships of this 
description on the list, which weie unworthy of repair, and incapable of 
going to sea, would have been grossly to'jSeeeive ourselves; it was therefore 
much better to get rid of them at once, with the dcterniiliation of replaqiiig 
them as fast as possible with others, of superior materials, construction, 
and power. 1 trust, my Lord, suchjs the resolution of’Governmekt, md 
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Admiralty Board’S Mid from the steps whidi have been already taken^ 
i'am gratified in believing, that they have determined, with us little delay, 
as possible, to provide a new and powerful navy, competent to maintain tlie 
naval ascendaficy of Britain, and to prevnil against every foe. In the 
Naval Estimates of last year, the means voted for thit purpose were limited, 
hot the importance of the olpect was recognised, and stated without 
reserve; economy should certainly he our study, after the iinexamplcd 
'CX^rtions we have so long made ; but should this ecuiiomv lie allowed to 
cripple our navaJ means, to render that arm pwwer/m and iiii(tUent: we 
shall assuredly be putting ourselves into the lunids tif our eiicoiie>, nod uur- 
rendcrtiig to than the grea^ object of iheir desiie^ihe tioiiiiinoii of tiie 
seas. 

My Lord, it is the glory of England to reign stipremc on the ocean ; and 
every exertion should, and I hope will, be made, to miiintaiii and preserve 
opr anpirCP’tiiere; tor on depends all our •.•rcatness, and all our power; 
and however it may he the wish of minister^ to dimini.sh the national expen* 
diture, and however desir.ihle it may be for the British nation to see it 
reduced as far as possible, consistent with future safety ; yet it is never* 
tbelcss our undoubted interest, and uh\ioiis policy, lt» im; rove and restore 
aur navul mmm, and by preparing diligently nod actively “ for coming 
events,’* tnshew to Europe, andVie world, that we arc fearless and deter* 
mined, that we are conscious of our envied superiority, and that we are 
resolved to keep ir, at whatever expense. But tins preparation, iny Lord, 
will not be attended with any unnecessary or immodeate expense; nor, all 
things considered, put us to any imitcrial additional expense, as I think can 
be easily proved ; fur if it is adniitied, that it is incumbent on us now to 
begin the important work of re*coiistruciiiig a navy, it caynot be (lecmed 
useless to build such sliips as will be aide to encounter, witli a chance of 
success, those of any naval power with whom we mav hereafter go to war;--» 
to proceed at the present day building our 74*9 anti frigates on the old plan, 
and to arm tliem as was done fifty years ago, wlien the Americans have taken 
the resolution of shewing to astonished Eurojic, a fleet of men of war, ofun- 
e^utttledpower find size, would lie abboliite mndiicss. Itisoidy, my Lord, ill 
my opinion, by immedintel// preparingagrt at niinihcr,al least a very sufficient 
number, of sim lar ships, that wc can long li.ipe n» preserve peace with that 
power, so much elated with former «U(ct*s*, presuming m, and conscious 

the present sii|)eriority of her ships of «//classes. I liope, my Lord, I 
^all not be mistaken in mentioning tins superiority, which relates only to 
the dcscriptitin of their vessels, which since the arri|;^of tiVe Franklin in a 
Bt^psh port, seems to be innversallv * adinittcd ; my nmitf pairiet prompts 
lah very plainly to staTe Mii ciiciimstance. however mortifying it may be 
for uvtn atimit its truth ; and in 'the' most forcible lerms to call on your 
Lordsh p (if already the order has not gtvie forth, which I trust is not the 
case) to lo*c no time in giving dir ^t ions for liuilding in enty sail ol the line on 
the Fraiiknii plan, or that of a^^itiier more enlarged plan they mav bere* 

* I ohiurve Iwo very scnsilile anrt patriotic Iriti'Ts in yotlr Number lor jantiHiry 
46 and 68.] un the same subject, from *• Irtm Gun," and ** A Half-paj 
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after adopt; and a few more^heavy frigates also; for jt is only, in nrif opi* 
nion, by making these necessary and politic preparations noa?, that Ei^land 
can hope hmg to remain at peace with America; or not to sustain very mor> 
tifying losses, if war again takes place yrilhout our having made dae pre« 
paratioii for its consequences; but to prevent a speedy recurrence of war, 
with that and uiher powers, it is unquestionably the soundest policy, and 
our truest interest, to be prepared with ships of a proper description. 
America knows teed, the skill, bravery, and eiperience of our officers, And 
the unrivalled excellence of'British seamen ; and will pause auhile, before 
they combat them J'uirlif, and with equal force, on the ocean. Let us then, 
my Lord, speedily set to work, and prepare an adequate number of new 
ships of the line, and fifties ; and ff war should unhappily again return,, 
witl) larger sired, and more powerfully*armed ships, with uur matchless 
officers, and crews of willing seamen, B< itnin will still undoubtedly reign 
triumphant on the main. We have, my Lord, officers of alk discripiiui||y, 
whose'Viames I need only mention, to convince evcry'British mind, tliat if 
they have proper ships, and wclNappninied crews, they will conquer or die. 
Of admirals, v^e possess an Exmouth, Saumarez, Keats, Stoacluin, Thorn-, 
borough, Smith, Harvey, Murray, Hope, Ilallowell, Martin, Fremantle, 
Cockburn, Muoie, Gore, Rowley, llothain, Alalcuim, Miinc, and many 
others. Of captains, we have an Hosle* Iwo Grisbanes, mi Owou, Berry,. 
Hardy, Hope, Broke, Yeo, Talbot, two Brentons, Bi'rtco, Dasiiwood, 
Seymour, Maitland, Gordons,* MaxwciU,f Campbell, Chelhain, Cole, 
Collier, Hayes, M'Keiizie, Maitland, fianie, Palmer, Sfaiiies, Philliinore, 
Duncan, Napier, Hornby, Usher, Heywood, Coghlan, Kerr, Hamilton, and 
Willoughby, besides a multitude of others, who are no doubt luglily mciri* 
torious officers^ although less known than those I have mentioned, men of 
the most determined mind, and eminent skill in their profession, lu casa 
of an American war again taking place, my Lord, take care to employ and 
select our best officers, and give them ships and crews worthy of them, 
and they will do their duty—they will make “ the ptoud old Union wut>c 
trhiHiphunt " and the stars of .^meiica grow dun at the sigitt of tlie British 
Lion, or they will nuhiy and gloriously fall in the struggle.. Jf war docs 
again take place, my Lord, 1 hope the causes of our ibratec moMificatioiis 
will be recollected, but onfp to be avoided ; lei us neither rJe.spise, uor 
fear our enemy, but make piopcr and car Ip prepuralion ; and let officers 
•f known meric and talents be employed on that sttilioii, independent of 
interest or party ; let us not do things bp halves, we have so many exceiletM 
officers, so inamy mei|uf first rate talents, that the selection will be easy, 
and an impnqjar oiie may he prodiictive‘uf mischief; because, Lord, 
lUe first impression is strong and impoitant, and sdteess in the outset most 
desirable, as it may prevent the strngglb being long continued’;, and at all 
events, will enable us to cuntiiiae it with advnnrage, amd in good sfiiiits. 
These rernaiks are neither premature uoiLinnppliciiblc at this ptesiat mo¬ 
ment; and they be recoileded wh^^c hour of danger and day of 

trial arrives: my earnest wish is tiiat this may be far distant; but my qwu 


* Sir James, uid several other-. 


f Three brere bruihers. 
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COQTJ Cjtion IS, that we ought to be well prepared ; that Britain aught, even 
noW) to be vigilant and active ; for I am not aingular in believing, th^t 
Amen ^ attempt once more to measure her naval Mrengtb 

witb o 'ir!*, iTrthe hope of letseping our naval superiority, by fig|bting our 
single t h'P* w‘tli theirs of overwhelming size and force, btfore we have 
made d preparation, by building similar ones; perhaps, however, she 

will pau a little, befoie making such an hazardous attempt, if she per* 

ceives ou increased animation and activity, and that there is no chance of 
effecting i t coup de main ; unquestionably it lias become the darling object, 

and the si pursuit of that government and people to acquire a navy, 

capable of rivalling those of the great European maritime powers, and it 
will behovi ’ particularly Britain 'to be %cll on her guard; and with 
these nation ^ feelings, and the'known sentiments of the American govern¬ 
ment, and i great and increasing* inciins, !• think there may be the 
greatest dan^ <)ur at least suffering partial misfortunes, by a careless 

indifference t wai^ds these not unimportant manifestations, or uninteresting 
signs of the li * whilst by early and actively preparing for every event, 

by stmp/j/buih hug belter and laiger ships, we may possibly avoid a rup¬ 

ture, or meet. it when it conics with decisive effect and success, worthy of 
BriiainVjust e: :pectations. To increase our navy, my Lord, no man who 
has the real goo d and gloiy of fiis country at heart, will refuse the necessary 
supplies ; and ii ^ parliament, I am convinced there would be no opposi¬ 
tion, but compl Btc approval, provided any certainty of preventing the 
ruinous effects of dry-rot could be held out; and on this subject, lam 
aware, my Lord, that the re is no small difficulty; but it must be overcome, 
fiir the source of s o iiiuci j evil cannot surely remain much longer an invi- 


sible or invincible t Demy ; and 1 am persuaded, that iu^ie framing of the 
ships now in hand, or i ,n be taken in band, all due care will ho taken to 
prevent further misi hi' .f, j observe, my J.ord, llmt there arc now several 
frigates and sloops fit tf ng for commission, to relieve those whose periods of 
service have expired, and in preparing these for a (leacc establishment ;• 
perhaps it may he coo .sidered unnecessary to fit them out in the same supe¬ 
rior style of equipmei ,t, as would be ordered in time of war; yet it ought 
jlo be recollected, tl lat on several of our stations they are liable to meet 
and to he compared with the American ships: in the Mediterranean, 
the Americans have long |,ad a strong squadron; nnd on the coast of South 

America, they have several sliips of war. It is certainly of consequence, 

tbit British ships si lould not suffer in any respect from such cuinpansuii, 


either of force, or p 
ceAjiSiddrBtion, wh<‘i 


tf£?lhips, and char 
rcliefs-. From t! 
Board will losci 
tgheare, it is sab 
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rofessioiial and operative skill^iid Ifierefore itHescrvcs 
her great attention ought not telie given to the outfit of 
acter of the officers novii colled into employment by these 
e new arrangbrnents, it is understood that the Admiralty 
ae valuable scrvicc»> of two gallant admirals now there, 
J, to have foreign coininand^- I hope, iny Lord, if it is 
p will rcc^^ assistants equally able and deserving ; but 1 


■ • See file Pf« Meal's Speech en opeaiug Cdiigress, where above two niilhoiis 
of dullats are all foj the mcrcfsc of their navy. 
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; and 1. understand tliat, from the time that he commenced business, 
as a ship-builder, in Ute year 1803, to the presenttperiod, he has built 89 
vessels of various descriptions, comprising, in the aggregate, 5873 f| tons. 
Of these 83 vessels, there were bcMdcs the Orwell Indianttn, launched in 
August last, 6 ships, 10 brigs, D sloops, 10 smacks and cutters, 3 schuttners, 
and Srackets, all for the merchant-service; and, for government, 3gun- 
brigs, 18 brig-sloops of war, 2 ship-sloops of war, 2 corvette ships, 
1 transport, 1 advicc-boat, 2 sailing ilghters, and 11 gun-boats. .Not 
one of these vessels, has ever been afiectedwith the dry rot. 

Some months ago, a report was in circulation, that one of the Govern¬ 
ment ships which Mr. Bayley had builj, w^ suffering under that disease. 
He therefore idimediatclyUprote to*Mr. Maiiderson, of the KingVyafd, at 
Woolwich, w 1)0 had formerly been tljc government overseer at Mr. Bay- 
icy's yards. In liis answer, of the 5th September 1817, Mr. Manderfion 
says :—** I am very well pleased to inform you, that I have n|ver heard of 
any vessel built at Ipswich having the dry rot. The vessel in question 

was one of my children, but not yours. Site is called the ■ - ■ , - . ■■■ tons, 

built by Mr. — - at ' --- — Mr. Bayley fartber 

.addressed a letter to the Navy Board, from which he b.id the honour to 
receive an answer, uf which the following is a copy;— 

“ MR. BAYLEV, “ Jfflpy O^e, IStA September^ 1817. 

In answer to your letter of the 6th Insuint, We acquaint you that you 
have performed the work on sliips which you have built generally to ouc 
satisfaction; and with respect to dry rot, many of the ships built in our uwn 
Dock-yards with tiic greatest care, have been much subject to that decay; 
and wc have no reason to believe that the ships which you have built have 
been more subject to it than those built in the King’s yards. 

“ We are, your affectionate friends, 

(Signed) “ H. LF.GGE, 

“ R. G. MIDDLETON, 

“ E. BOUVERIE.” 

That this letter must have been extremely grateful to the feelings of 
Mr. Biiyley, you will readily infer.* 


* The cumphmenU wliich were paid !o Mr. B.iyley, at the corporaiioii dinner, 
given on (lie swearing in uf Bailitis (cint-f niagisiraies) on the 29iiv5epteDibec 
last, though of a dillerent nature, mast aU'i have been higlily gratilying. Mr. 
Bacon, one of tlie hiiiliffs, on proposing ihe health ul Caplum Isacke, the uwner 
ef the Oruelk observed, that it was through that gentleman that Mr. Bayley had 
been cuablccl to the Town, and to s]iew the Dindoii builders, what Ipswich 
. was capable dl performing. Mr. Bacon slated, that he bad received a^l|l|(^.froni 
'Cupt. Leach, hiforuiiiig hint, that the Orwell had betii seen by the most eii|inenc 
London builders; that they'allowed Iter to be equal, in every respect, to any 
that bad ever been built in their yards; and that she had been pronounced by 
those who were the most cunipAeiit to judge, the best lini‘<lied ship m the East 
India Company’s Seryree. Captain Isacj|ie,j in returning ilianiis for the Jionour 
wliicli had been done liim, ni tiriiiking,liilB^-i)hli, observed, that, by Ihe building 
ot tlie Orwell, Mr. Bayley had certainly ei^blishedhisrliuracterasn sliip-tiuilder; 
and he had done mure--hc\iail shewn himself an iioiii'st man. ' Captain Jiaeke 
furtKef sold, he had employed an inspector tu ^xamine ilie Orwell; hut, should he 

OJiioii* Vol. XXX^.* r p 
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On th« subject ot the dry rot, Mr. Editor, allow me to add, that Mr. 
Mandisoii, in his letter to Mr. Biiyley, from which I have already quoted, 
observes as ('(^ws:—*' we find very little timber tiere, though new^ that 
has not./BA^i ur the shakes, wliidi, when shut in, must inevitably produce 
dry rut. All means fur prevention that can be thoughtof are tridd, 
particularly saturating with oil.**—Your correspondent,'who signs faimseirQ, 
(vUe Vol. axxviii. page 370)inenti(<ns, that, notwithstanding the favourable 
experiment, of seasoning timber in lime, which was tried with bis Majesty'^s 
sh^p King Faher, built at Chatham in’177r, and denominated a patent ship, 
the Navy Board discontinued the construction of ships with timber seasoned in 
a similar manner. This dues not appear to quite correct: at least if the 
practice have been discontinued in the InngVyards, Jt has no^ been 
prohibited by the Navy Board, in the construction of vessels, built for 
Government in private yards; for Mr. Bay ley has assured me (hat all 
tire vessels which he has built have had their plank boiled in salt water. 
He, however, is strongly of opinion, that the fortunate freedom which 
titey have all experienced from dry rot, is in a material degree owing to the 
purity, salubrity, and dryness of the Ipswich air ;*|whic1i, from the last 
circumstance, he is inriined to think, is not favourable to the propagation 
or growth offuni’i. In proof o( the purity of the Ipswich air, and of the 
excellent quality of the'Suffolk oak, tie informed me, that a ship, called the 
Speaker, of 709 Tons, was built by Mr. Barnard (no^ a lliip builder at 
Deptford) at tli^ Nova Scotia yard, Ipswich, in 7 moti^'hs. The timber 
of the Sp§akcr was cut down and used immediately, without any seasoning; 
yet that ship was noted for her strength and duration. She was launched 
■ on the 30ih January, 1703. 

The opinion of Mr. Baylcy, with respect to the Ipswich air, may not, 
plrhaps, be deemed more scientific or philosophical than that of Mr. 
Blackburn, respecting the spontaneous generation of the dry rot; and it is 
Uven possible, that it may not be corret t; but, whatever may be the cause, 
"^It is quite certain, that the Ipswich built shipping has, hitbqrto> been 
perfectly free from the dry rot. I am. Sir, yourgg&c. 

iZM 


have SB opportunity of attain engaging Mr. Bayley’t services, he should tell Ifini 
' to build such or such a ship: he should not t-inpluy an luspecturuii the occasion, 
..and he hardly knew whetlier lie should feel it necessary to look at her 
hiinseif. Certainly Air, Hay ley was an honour to the port of^pswicb. Having 
' difmik the health of the coiupany, Captain Uacke propped that of Mr. Baylejy. 

t rwks a laan, he said, so much respected—a man wlioin evePy body knew—and 
rry one who Lnewqiim must like ilii^t, he misted, there could lie no 
imptopriety in ttie toast, 'J'his avis warmly seconded by Mr. Bacon. Mr. 
Bayley, lie remarked, would nave been present, but he had modestly dcctiiud the 
invwtiun, lest any tiling nifghi Inppen to*be said, of a nature to act upon Ins 
ieeiings.'* Mr. Bayley, and suitjess to his Duck->yards, was then drutik wuh a 
' wurmthand ^irit woitliy ot lh%dicasi(>n. ^ 

■-> rV • Xlie eouiity of Suffolk is considered to enjoy one of the driest climales in jhe 
Kiii;;dom; uiid “the air,” says the old Insiorian, Speed, in hitTheulre o/'the 
*‘Fni0i‘e Otmt hritain, •• is good, sweet, and delectable, and m aoihe parts, 
by suwe of out best physiciaus held tQ be the best in the Uud." 
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E'itt not Mtlstied dial frequent changes at the Board ^e'calculated to pro* 
tikoce the good Of the service, but are, on the contrary, I fear, sometimes 
attended with very serious iiicotkveniencies; and I should Imve been well 
pleased, as 1 am sure the naval world wryild have been, haP^ir G. llo^e, 
and Sir G. Moore, remained where they were; if, however, the latter gen* 
tieman goes to the Mediterranean, he will be very well placed, for that 
Station is one of infinite importance at preseiitt more especially while an 
^men'ean 8t]u:idruii, of superior force (this will no longer be ibc case,* t 
hope) remains there. Were any arguments necessary to convince;yotir 
l/)rds&ip of the eagemeu and impatience of the Americans to possess a 
formidable navjff the important fact of their keeping the greater part of it 
at sea in time of peace» w^ld cletfriy demonstrate their object i that 
oliject, m) Lort^ is ostensibly to protect their trade, but in reality to 
tducatf their officers^ and to discipline their seamen, against the approach* 
Ing era of a new and expected war. Let us not deceive ourselves, mj 
Lord, for such appears to be the case, and we ought to know it, and to 
profit by our knowleilge. Our navp ought to be our present care, add it 
will be our future glory and pr'ttectiun ; let this great truth also never 
escape our serious attention, that to avoid war, we ought to be at least in 
some degree prepared for it. If then, my Lord, these opinions at all 
in unison with your o«vn, I shall feel nif small degree of satisfaction iu 
observing an.inoreitse of our naval estimnteSj activity in our dock*yards» 
and vigilance itf'^ur naval concerns, ertrresponding to those of other pow* 
^rs. On the subject of a general revision of our marine laws, and policy, 
I i|hall say no more ; for however anxious I am to see this question con¬ 
sidered ill parliament, 1 will urge it no further at present, trusting that my 
former observations may not perhaps be entirely undeserving of the atten¬ 
tion of its Members, and of your Lordsliip in particular ; satisfied, 
tbet you are anxious to do all in your power for the good of the navy : it is 
my duty to state, and 1 do it wijth great satisfaction^ that in addressings 
you, my Lord, on these important subjects, I not only submit my opinions 
to the bead of the Maval Qoarth but to a First Lord of the Admiralty, who 
has, ta time of peace, aealously devoted his coiislant and unreinitted atten¬ 
tion to repairing the defects of the system, and to the improvement and 
benefit of the.naval service; it is, tlierefore, my Lord, my earnest hope, 
that this our best bulwark (fur such are Britain's Wooden Walls) will con¬ 
tinue to be the favourite object of BritaitiV care. Let us only provide m 
sufficient navy, cherish and protect our matchless seamen, and encouraga 
our gallant and*expe|diinced officer^, and the empire of the main cannotfhM 
wrested from us^ let tie be but watchfnl, attentive, and active, and no tngi||g, 
nor no new war, can approaefi our stief^s, that we afc not prepared for. If, 
bay .Lord, one milUoti of money can'at present be spared to build charchet 
throughout the kingdom, and 400,000/. paid to Apain, indasures which all 
good men will cordially approve of, sure^ the same sum will not be with¬ 
held, witen it is required to rebuild our^avy ; and this sum, my Lord, 
would make a good beginnjiiig,* and do more than we can do in one year. 
To you, my Lord, England has committed tlie great and important elisr^ 
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ofher'navy; and jii yoar hands vimst and hope it will be preserved id 
admirable order, and the most perfect efficiency ; then, ray Lord, I will 
Shy, England never did, nor iver shall, loy a| the proud foot of any 
conqueror. ^ 

“ • * I am. 

Your Lordship’s obedient humble^rvai^ 


>eon» 


I 

TO THE MOST EXCELLENT AND MOST NOBLE JOHN BUIX. 


MOST EXCELLENT Sin, 


Ma^lOlh, 1818 * 


H aving a great desire to behold thee in e prosperous stam, and 
being well assured of tliy most iiuble and bcnerolent spirit, thou canst 
not take it amiss, if some phiin truths be placed before thine eyes, which do 
not<appearto have made that impression upon iby mind which might have 
been expected. 

Whilst thou art high spirited and generous, a very pant and fiery meteor 
in the <^se of liberty, it must at the same time be allowed by tby best 
friends, that thou art the dupe of artful political hypocrites and aspiring 
ilemagogues, who put on the garb of patriotism to ^teivq^ And they 
lament that thou listenest with so much pleasure to the iwtrings, declama* 
(ions, nnd false ‘representations of crazy politicians and pseudo patriots. 
Not but thou art to be commended for having an eye of jealousy fixed on 
tiie.acts of those to whom thou hast deputed power, and given the care of 
.|hy purse, two most important concerns; but then consider how thou hast 
b^n listening to the made-up, or imaginary cuinplaints of those suspected 
«fde«giiing to do thee barm, and throwing all thy affairs into confusion, to 
the subverting eveotof tny power and prosperity. 

** Shew me thy company, and I will tell thee thy character^’—*^ght to 
hai'e had some influence oo tiiy meditations and re|[gctions; also, 
a thief, and he will cut thy throat.” 

" He tint would Jive at peace and rest. 

Must bear and see, and say ihe best/' 


save 


But some of thy pretended friends have heard things that were never spo.^ 
ken, and seen things of their own invention, in order to puzzle thee, and 
play upon thy credulous ears. 

Thou oughtest to reflect, what high pretensions to Krnnacolnte patriotism, 
ai^ tHe deep machinations of infidelity, blasphemy, and profaiiaUon, 
effected in another country ; and view with horror the applause and support 
given to the ridicule cast upon the* sacred things thou hast been taught to 
revere from thy youth. “ Where vice'goes before, vengeance follows 
after.” 

Look to the Heavens, which are higher than all earthly power alFd domi* 
•*iVioii, and reflect, who upheld tliee in the gloomy day of adversity ; who 
Strengthened thine arm in the hour of desperate conflict.—Where are thos^ 
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who deluded the soil of a iteighbouring country with the' blood of its iaha* 
bitants, amidit their cries of liberty and reform? “ Though Justice hits' 
leaden feet, it hns iron hands.*' 

Most Excellent Sir, while thy intention is, as it ^re, riveted, by 
the noise and clamour raised about individuals, whose names never would 
havelbeeniSliird of, but for the deserts of their suspicious practices, and 
the vent this has given to the discharge of political enmity; where are 
the earnest and pathetic exclamations in favour of thy naval povfer? 
Where are the loud and energetic calls to watch the progress of the navies 
of E|rope ? Where are the intcrestiitg inquiries into the force of the ne«v- 
constructed trans-atlantic ships of the line ? Jthejr formidable equipment ? 
superior to any in thy possession.-—If preparation be nut made to put ioto 
tliy bands ships^f a similar description, and equal capacities, at some 
future day, they may /ear the welUetirned laurels from thy brow, oitd 
trample upon the trophies of iby naval fame. 

This would he a subject and inquiry worthy of the name of patriotism; 
worthy of the efforts of the greatest talents ; worthy of thy most serious 
attention, and that of all who desire thy prosperity, and the retention of 
thy glory and fame, ’w. 

It is true, it might not give un opportunity for clamouring about 
liberty and oppression; yet it is iiisdf)ar}ibly connected with all thoti 
boldest dear; thy freedom and independence. For, give me leave to 
tell tlicb, ]\^st '^icccllent Sir, ihat if ever thy navy shall be defeated, 
although the cheeks of thine orators might swell like thdseof .iEolus in a 
storm ; their eyes dart fires of indignation ; and their countenance resem¬ 
ble the threatening aspect of the setting sun before a tempest; though the 
walls of St. Stephen’s should resound and tremble with the thunders of theit 
voice ; all would he unavailing to prevent thy fail. Although thy sborea 
should be lined by invincible legions, and the feari^ array of arms, if ever 
thy fleets, tlirnugh niisconducL or neglect, sliall be driven filhin tlie ocean^ 
descend thou must from thy proseut stupendous height of glory and fame, 
into the*valley of humiliation. Does it not tlion well hccume thee, Most 
Excellent Sir, nay, ^t nut a mo<it imperious duty, for thee to examine 
minutely into the state of thy mmil strengili; and faithfully to compare 
the present force of thy ships, with those of ull other powers; particularly 
with those of America; wiio, flushed with partial success over thine of 
jnferior force, is now looking furv^ard with impatience to the time, when 
thy dwarf seventy-four’s shall fall under the Are of her enormous two- 
deckers; wheiiathe laucr may successfully combat any ship in thy posses¬ 
sion, Fur, be it known unto thee, MosfExceilciit Sii, that thou Wastyiot; 
onb Sliip in thy navy, that atvne discharge, can scatter the tblinder-bolti^f 
war, in weight equ.al to her gigutitK two-deckers. Is not this alaniiiiig 
truth enough to make thy imi%stand on end, and thy blood run cold? 
Why then wilt thou look on with insensible indifference, while the means 
are prepjjring for thy humiliation ? Why^ wilt thou give so much of thy 
time to the tales of pulitical.quacks and dentagagues, while thy navy ^ 
languisliing under the oppressiun of their penurious system, which they call 
economy ? Have tliey not deceived thee a ihuuaaud times ? Still tiipu 
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liRft an Itching ear for their talk, about the abuse of power, and the squane 
dering of thy wealth; jwhkii may be excusable in some det^ree, as thy 
purse has so ofim suffered, nut only fmiii the (kpredations of useless prof 
digality, but mV from the lavish (tisbufseinents of corruption. But, tlwn, 
Jddst Excellent Sir, wouldest thou for this, ^rget the means by which thf 
lodependeuce and prosperity are to be secured ? „ * 

Thou canst not be ignorant by wluii means thou hast attained thy pre^ 
Wift state of opulence and power. Radst thuu only been suffered, at the 
will of other nations, to sail and traffic upon the deep, instead of wielding 
the sceptre of the ocean, where would have been the awful and interC'>tiiig 
•pecfttele of thine arm sucpessfuily re&isimg and combating the gigantic 
power of revolutionary France, that hurst upon ilie continent of Europe as 
a torrent; as the fearful ernptiQ/i of a migh||f Vulcanoi by winch the 
UOtioos were devastated and overwhelmed. , 

' By the victories of thy navy, thy coinmeroe was secured and extended; 
thy ^Ntnoeg recruited and improved. Under the wiii;! of.iliv ivivy, thy 
valiant arusieh were transported to foreign shop s, toimei and cooibut a foe 
pushed with victories over the options of ilmse lands. Bv thv navy were 
their supplies made certain, their operutions »itc>igtheiit'd uod forwarded j 
and tbe^r retreat secured in the day of adversity .mil riisaster. VVili thuu 
pot, then, Most Excellent Sir, hi persuaded to give uune of ilniie atten¬ 
tion to that which so imperiously deniaiids it? Suffer iv>t thyself to bc 
impused upon by false representalions of economy. Altifuugb tile word 
loay be pleasing to thine ears and to tti}* tlionuhts, consider what is con* 
pected with false economy. 'I'he neglect and Hf'c.ny of tiiy navy ; and, at 
Ptnptural consequence, tlie loss of colonies and comiiterce; the diiniiiutioii 
pf'thy revenue and power. Are these iiialiers of no moment to thee. 
Most Excellent Sir ? If so, let declaiming demagogues talk away ; let thy 
ihut ship of the line ip cannnission he paid off; let those in a state of ordi- 
npiy siqh tlimridepay; 1|lt thy dock*yards be thinned of urtiff< ers; and thy 
naval offpersy who tiave adorned thy brows with wreaths of victory, suffer 
degradatioo from (be inuckworips among thy vttixeub; be ihuu oi^ attenr 
five to the crie^f econouiyi while America and other nations are pre¬ 
paring to despoil thee of alt thy naval fame, and to lay thv glorv in the dust. 
Be assured, this will tte the consequence of the wisdom of false economical 
politicians, if it be fpiluwed ; this will be the fruit thou must hereafter 
reap, if thy napy be neglected. ^ 

Most Excellent John Bull, canst thou bear the thought 9—If not; if it 
be galling to thee, awake out of thy slumliers, and build two-deckers,, 
which shall disdiarge a broadside vqiial in weight (ir*hot superior) to any 
thtk? 88(1 upon tlie ocean. Get them readys them ready; get tiN&ja 
f<>*dy (Ngainst the day that seems approaching; and if it should pomej and 
^ud then unprepared, let them perish w^p haye been thA cause of iby 
disgrace. . 

%tnember thPa ar^ forewarped ^ 
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Short Hittory o/* the Sritiih Naiy. 

, UR..EDITOR, # . ieth^arch, tSiS, 

O BSERVING the zealous exertions of several of your able and patriftiic 
Correspondents, to forward the interest,and protect, as far as posinhle, 
Che liberties of our invaluable race of British seamen, 1 think a short 
account or history of the navy, will be generally acceptable, and Hot 
entirely useless at the present moment. 

The Royal Navy of England'bath ever been its greatest defense ai^ 
ornament; it is its ancient and natural streqgth; the floating bulwi^ of 
the island; an armament, from which, however, strong and powerful, no 
danger can evef be apprehended to liberty; and accordingly, it has been 
assiduously cultivated, #ven from the earliest ages. To so much perfso 
lion was our naval reputation arrived in the twelfth century, tfint khn 
code of maritime laws, which are called the laws of OleHifi,>'iMd ath 
received by all nations in Europe, as the ground of all th^'maritime 
constitutions, was confessedly the work of our King,dd.ichard I. at the isle 
ofOleron, on the coak of France, tiien part of the possessions of the Crown 
of England. « 

And yet so vastly inferior were ou^ ancestors in this point, to the 
present age, that, even in the maritime reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
Edward Coke ttfliiks it matter of boast, that the Royal Navy of England, 
then consisted of 33 siiips. The present condition of dlir marine is, in 
a great measure, owing to the salutary provisions of the Statute, called 
the Navifralum Act, whereby the constant increase of British shipping 
and senineii was not only encouraged, but rendered unavoidably necessary, 
Tlie most beneficial statute for the trade and commerce of these kingdomi 
is that navigation act; the rudiments of which were first framed in 1^50^ 
partly with a narrow view, being intended to (tiortify tlie West India 
islands, which were disaffected to the Parliament, and still held out for 
CbarleAt. by stopping the profitable trade which they then carried oft 
with the Dutch, atuilat the same time to clip the wings of those opulent 
and aspiring neighbours. 

This act prohibited all ships of foreign nations from trading with any 
English plantation, without license from the council of state. In 1651, 
the prohibition was extended also to the mother country^; and no goods 
were suffered to be imported into England, or any of its dependencies, 
in any other than English bottoms, or in ships of that F.uropean nation, of 
which the merehand'ize imported was the genuine growth or manidiicture. 
At the Restoration, the former provisions were coitvinued by Slat. 1^. €br. 
II. c. 18, with this very material improvement, that the master and 
three^fourtliB of the crew shall a^o be British bu^jects. 

The complement of our leanien for the royal navy, in the time of peace; 
ysiiqlly hath amounted to V4 or 15,000. In time of war, they have 
fornipriy amounted to no iess^lmu 80,000 men; and dming the Auiericau 
war, they qinouated to above 100,000 men, including marines; and in the 
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late war, to above 130,000. The Vote of Parliament for the service of 
the jear, 1784,* the fimt jrear of peace after the Americati war, was 86,000 
leano^n and mvines; and for 1818, the prese||>and third jfear (rf*peace, 
it is 10;000 sd^en and marines. 

fThenavyis commonly diridecf into thrcp squadrons, namely; tliered, 
white, and blue, which are so termed from nie differences of their colours. 

squadron has its admiral, but the admiral of tlie red has-the 
principal command of the whole, and is styled Vice*admii'al of Great 
Britain. But the supreme command of our naval force is vested, next 
to tl^ King, in the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. Notwithstau'd* 
Jog '^r favorable situation ^for being a maritime power, it was not until 
the vast armament sent to subdue us by Spain in 1588, that the nation, by 
a vigorous effort, became fully sensible of it% true interest and natural 
strength, which it has since so happily cultivated, lye may venture to affirm, 
that the British navy, in the three great wars of 1756, 1778, and die late 
revolutionary war, was ablil to cope with all the other fleets id Europe. 
Ill the course of a few years, it succeeded in vanquishing and destroying the 
naval power of France, Spain, and Holland, and of effectually keeping 
in awe that of the northern powers. For the protection of the British 
cmpire,^and the annoyance, pf'nur enemies, it was then d.ivided into 
several powerful squadrons, so judiciously stationed, as at once to appear in 
every quarter of the globe, and to convoy to our shores, fleets freighted 
with the riches of the eastern and western worlds. The nation however, 
during the first American war, and 1 am inclined to think during the 
second also, had often to lament the want of proper attention to the fleets, 
both as to the equipment of the ships, and their foreign destination; 
happily, however, zeal and activity were at length perceived to he essentially 
necessary to success, and when those was bestowed, the fortune of war 
changed in our favour. 

Many laws have been made for the regulation of seamen, when on 
board, and for the supply of them, to man our ships, ns well as to confer 
privileges and rewards on titem during and after their service. 1st. for 
their supplyThe power of impressing men for the sea service, by the 
King’s commission, has been a matter of some dispute, and submitted 
to with great reluctance; though it bath been very learnedly shewn by 
Sir Michael Foster, that the practice of iinpres<iiiig and granting powers ta 
the Admiralty ^ that purpose, is of very ancient date, and hath been 
uniformly continued by a regular series of precedents to tlie present time; 
whence he concludes it to be a part of the common law. • The difficulty 
arises ^ont hence, that no Statute, ur Act of Parlia'meiit^ has expressly 
declared this power to hfs in the crown, tliouglkinany of them very stron^y 
imply it. It has also been su^osed, Chat a practice so unfavourable to 
tlie liberty ut the subject, and to common principles, of justice and 
humanity, could not be solidly supported, without some clear, positive, and 
upaquivocal law.. Besides the method of impressing (which, ( vtii if legal,; 

’ * Tile British navy tlicii cuusisicd uf 160 sail of this Ime, 150 liigutea,i^ 1601 
sloops. '' ’ ► ’ 
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IS onljr defensible from public necessity, such as an actual rebelHoo, 
or invasion of the kingdom, to wliich all private considerations must give 
way) the principal trnc^^ cities, and sometimes the government, ofier 
bounty money to seamen,%ho entefj voluntarily into his M^esty's service; 
end every foreign seaman, tvbj^, during a war, shall serve two years in dby 
mao of war, merchantntan, oir privateer, is naturalized, ipto facto. But 
as impressing is generally considered as a gross rioldtion of the rights 
of mankind, so has the bounty money, which seldom exceeds 40s. proved 
inedectual. The wages of seamen on board of merchantmen, in time of 
war, is usually 50s. to 5/. per month; on Imard the royal navy, it isjpniy 
30s.; they are tempted, indeed, with the hppe of prize-money, w^b, 
if more equally divided, and some phm of loriging it in savings banks (as 
most judiciously recommended by Albidh), matured, would produce the 
happiest effects to the ^eamcn themseUcs, and to the nation: as there 
would then unquestionably be less, perhaps no necessitgf at ait, for impress¬ 
ing, our fleets would be speedily manned, and regularly supplied with able, 
willing, and experienced seamen. Since, under Providence, hot only the 
very existence of this nation, its commerce, and foreign settlements, bilt 
the liberties of all Eufope, of which Britain is the key, mainly, if not solely, 
depend on the strength and success of the B^tish navy, which istlw mode 
of war we ought chiefly to engage in, befng our nautical defense, it has 
long been matter of surprise to every tliinkiug, disiuterested, and paCriotiq 
subject df these realms, that neither the above-mentioned regulations, nor 
any other satisfactory sciietne, has yet takfn place ; but that we should 
still be obliged to resort to the iiard necessity of depriving these very men 
of their hberty and rights, to whose valour and intrepidity, in the day 
of publia danger, we look for our preservation. Surely,’ the judicious 
advantages and remarks of Albion, Mr. Urquhart, and otlier contributors 
to your useful work, on this subject, will not fail of producing some effect 
towards effectually raising tlic public attention and interest, at the present 
time of peace and traiiquiliiiy, and of finally ushering the momentous and 
important subject into parliament, if not during the jiresent, in the first 
session of the new parliament. 

Sndly. The method of governing seamen in the fleet, and keeping up 
a regular discipline there, is directed by certain rules, articles, and orders, 
first enacted by the authority of parliament. Soon after the Restoration, 
but now modelled, and greatly altered, since tl:e peace of Aim le Chnpelle, 
to remedy some defects, which were of fatal consequence during the 
preceding war. Jn these articles of the navy,almost every possible offence 
is set down, and,the punishment thereof’annexed, in which respeet, the 
seafnan have great advantaget New regulations are occasionally framed, 
according us experience points one their eaecessity, and receivft the 
approbation of the crown by aclg of the privy council; it is due to those 
now presiding at the Board of Admiralty, to observe, that several new aud 
excellent regulations, have been in this manner, introduced of late years; 
and it is to be hoped', they wijl confinue their exertions to promote the 
true imercet and prosperity of the royal navy, whilst they preside over its 
affairs'^; and that their successors will be equally zealous and successful. 
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Sdly. With regard to tlie privileges Conferred on sailors, they are preify 
mud) the same with those conferred 5u soldiers, with if^gard to relief 
vrheo maimed, wounded, or* superanuated; it h afforded thejl||^, eiCheV by 
county rates, or from the royal hospital at Cireenwiei); fheya re «|b0^ 
dIoWed the exercise of trades in cd^porat^bns, and the power of itiaki^l 
testame'nts; and farther, no seaman on board his Majes'ty’s'ships, Caii'be 
drraited for any debt, unless Ihe same amoiint to twenty pounds,' dr 
upwards. It is generally thought^ that greater privileges and rewards ard 
still wanted to compensate these brave and invaluable men, so^inany’ 
of whom, particularly during the late war, continued to serve their country, 
not fbt' one year, nor for ten^ but for more than twenty: thus devoting the 
best of their years, and that period of life, when a man expects>and labonre 
to lay by a provision for the declnie of life, and the evening of liis days^ 
I have only farther to ^observe, Mr. Editor, that I have perused with 
attention and great inter^t, the various remarks and suggestions of 
Mr, Urqvhart, and your other zealous correspondents, Albion and NatoTf 
dte. on these important subjects, and certainly agree with them in 
thinking, that if takdn under the consideration of parlmment, much good 
to the country, and to the naval service, would be the consequence; ntwean' 
I believe, that the time is far distant, when this will be effected. 


N.B. I perccii^ our presen|^naval force is below wlmt it was, in 1784, 
the year after the American war; but 1 hope we are now to rebuild with 
activity. 



On the North American Timber Trudt, 

MR. EOtTOR, lOM March, I8jff. 

REJOICE to perceive, that the resolution has at length been taken 
by government, to ubaiidoii the duty on timber, imported from British 
America, whiejp, would have hceu equally haisli, iinpulitic, and ruinous to 
the colonies, ot to British shipping and commerce. It is not perhaps 
recollected, that, in 1785, not more than 60 vessels trading to Quebec, and 
t||ttt last year, above 300 sail were loaded there: the increase of trade to 
Novia Scotia, still greater, but with all this increase, the trade, last 
year, was barely a safe, not a lucrative one, although 1 hope it will once 
more become so, now tJiat the important point respecting the duties, is set 
at^res^; for the fact is, there Js no department of our commerce that 
deserves, or admits of Jieing so much improve^, and solely‘extended as (He 
^lonlal timber trade, and ih^ mofe subject is studied, the more will 
this appear to be the case. Hoping that the wisdom of government will 
uniforpniy give encouragement to trade, and not seek to lessen our reviving 
commercial spirit, by injudicious taxation, and that our commerce and 
manufactures, wilt long continue to prosper, an increase, I am, &c. 

KJnorio 

I ^ I r - -. - 

* There are uow 32,0U0 peuiiouers, half fit ior duty, if wauted, ' 
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jRen^kt an fitting out SA^s for Foreign Statknu 

MR. EDITOR, „ M Marekf 1818. 

O BSERVING that MVtKral frigates and sloops are about to be fitted out 
for relieving ships on foieigh stations, whose periods of senrice bare 
expired, 1 would beg leave,to submit to your consideration the following 
observations on that subject.—! aiu quke aware, that the Leeward 
Islands* is one of the first stations to be relieved, and would therefore 
wish to point out the loss and disadvantage of sending out ships newly 
numnednad fitted, until the next hurricane and sickly season is over; 
instead of their being sent out in May or June, they ought certainly 
(except for pressing reasons) to be detained until October: in proof of 
this, I have to state very recent circutnsfances, which will, I trust, make 
the propriety of the recommendation very apparen,t. In 1815, when the 
ships now on that station sailed, they arrived either before or daring the 
hurricane months, and suQered very severely, having buried many officers, 
and above two hundred prime seamen, out of six ships. The Queen's 
regiment went out at the same time, and in four months lost fifteen offieeif, 
and 8,00 men : mark the difference—the 58th and 61st regiments landed in 
Jamaica in January; and have, after more than a year's residence, buried 
only one oflScer, and very few men ; theyWnay now be nearly considered as 
iKcHmit, or seasoned troops. Such are the advantages resulting from a 
little cai'e and attention in selecting the proper periods of the year for send¬ 
ing reliefs either tit soldiers or men of wan,; and I trusi«they will not be 
disregarded. Another consideration which very forcibly impresses itself on 
my mind is, the necessity of fitting out our relief squadrons in a more 
appropriate and efficient manner than was done three year? ago; the con¬ 
sequence of which was, that in the Mediterranean our ships were com¬ 
pletely eclipsed by tiie superior size, equipment, and establishments of the 
American squadron, although this is only a point of honour; yet it is the 
cause of mortification to British officers and seamen, and of exultation to 
oar-late trans-atlantic foes; and it would anquestiouably be our wisdom 
and policy, not to be behind with them iii those things e4en in time of 
peace. We have already found the disadvantages of being negligent and 
unprepared ; and no additional lesson, I trust, is in store for us, or will be 
required, to effectually rouse us, or put us on our guard. In fitting out 
these ships, I trust also that the best means will be adoptet^ to render their 
absence on foreign stations honourable to their country, and highly useful 
to the young officers training for service, and acquiring nautical knowledge 
on board of thesn. There can be no difficulty in obtaining gentlemen of 
talents and education to superintend the studies, and direct the instruction 
of the young gentlemen of the qhar(8r*dtck; and I believe nn small 
advantage would result from employing our men of war on all the different 
stations, in periods of pewe like the present, in maritime surveys; no bet¬ 
ter mode cap be des'ised, of usefully and profitably employing our young 

* Equally applies to Jamaica. 
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‘jmd'kdu^ ^ be rMto!lected/¥he!t at tfaii ^ay t(e have no sufie<* 
rior^-ormore valuable officers in the navy, than those who were trained up 
ttdder Vancouver; on his voyage of discovery; and that theWyoutlis who 
^ed with Anson and Cooke, tiecame the foture ornaments of their fA'o^ 
liHsion. The espeditbns now fitting out*^or prosecuting discoveries I 
approve of highly^ and wish them every snccesa. Yonr’s, &c. 

4 


* Cry aloud, spare not, {ift np thy voiee like a trumpet, and shew tny 
peo]de their transgression^ and the House of Jacob their sins.’*— 
Issf aW, chapter 58, verse 1.* 

TO TUB RIOICT HONOURABLE THE LORD MAYOR. 

MT 10P.D, 

AM induced to address yoa, in consequence of what passed at the into 
Meeting in the Egyptian Hall, convened for the purpose of foiming an 
Auiitiary Bible Society for Seataen. 

The eutogium which was advanced at that time by varitms gentlemen, 
and particularly by Mr. Wilberfurce, upon the cliaracter and conduct of 
merchant seamen, when in the service of their country, and the acknow- 
ledged gratitude ^ne to them from their fellow coumryii|pn, were sufRaeot 
<0 make every merchant seaman in this country proud of his profession, 
had it not bera attempted, at the same time, to cust a stigma upon tlieir 
'SDoral cliaracter gener^p, not founded in fact. 

I have no doubt that you, my Lordi aod many persons present would 
draw conclusions, both from the addrass published (by a meeting convened 
«c the Jerusalem Cofiee-house, W. T. Money, Esq. M.P, in tlie Chair), 
and from the observations made at the time, that the mercaniile seamen of 
this counti 7 are not only the lowest order of society in tiiese realms, but, 
agreeably to the address, “ in a tMe ^ignoranfe and prt^igaaf, imphvL 
dtntf land insttior^yMife; ^ so much so, that it would be natural to suppose 
chat few, if any, of them are trained /t fur civil tocietg, or have a know- 
ledge that there is such a book as the Bible. 

, Being fnyself a mrchaiit seaman, and one of those, agreeably to the 
feat of a Reverend frantleman, •* who have gone down to the sea in ships, 
and transacted business on the great waters, and have seen the wonders of 
the'Lord on tliedeep;* and when tlictiNtt have been more i;l>aii once, twice, 
ce thrice, on the verge.of enmity, it gave rise to reflections in my mind, 
ABt raused me to form those opi|iioi» which 1 have lately published, on 

. ♦ At a seaman, I deem this applicable to tbe people «f iltn couplry. who have 
^ansgressed on tbe rights and liberties of Ihutlr fellow.c«iinttymen. the laerchant 
#eaaien of this realm, by impreasneuti and firftowing cini^se may iig fairly 
applied te the Corporation of tbe TKnity.Hoase, fbr neglecting those sacred 
daties they are bound to perform totMrd| Brilbh Kaniep, as a guide'tddieir moral 
and rdigioiu conduct. . ’ . 
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the of pur meriiie ^stpuif pnd the pvUi prising frpflB'impnauwat^ 

in a ntonil poini of view. 

It so hanpens, that mj years allow me to have a hnowledge and e^perh 
«il$ce of the time of peace, between the avar of American ladependt^. 
and the commencement of th^lpte war in 1793. at which time the cbprap- 
ter. conduct, and situation of the mercliant seamen pf tint country, either 
as officers or men, was very diiiereiit from%hat they now are, either as to 
their rank in society, or moral conduct. At that time I had commanded 
seam^ for some years, and I will venture to assert, that nine out of ten of 
those 1 commanded, had a Bible in their posiessiont and that very seldom 
did a Sunday pass over withont their readiof it. At that time, there was 
no class of men in this kingdom leu guilty of crime, or Jtwer reduced to tk 
s'ale (^meniUeity, If such is the ipct, and which I believe cannot be 
denied, would it not biA'e been more consistentj^r the Meeting, in the 
first irfstance, if th^ wished to improve the tnorals of seamen, to have 
inquired into the causes which gave rise to their demoralization since that 
time, and to hate commencedimprovement of their morals he|«»ftar» 
by removing those causey winch had led to their subvetsbn 7 

Seamen, perhaps more than any other class of men, act from the natural 
feelings of heart, guided by . the (jiclalcs Qf^eonfcieoce, frown which 
spi;ings tliai sense of honour, honesty, and generosity, so peculiarly 
att^^ to. their character; and t may venture further toasseyl, that tlierp. 
is no class of poen more void .of vicious conduct, than the regular.hfed^mer- 
chant seamen, pltbuugh 1 will qciqur, that U may lie alleged against them,* 
that they comi]j)it.niore acts of fpliy and inconsistencies, as regards ,thcm^ 
.selves, than any other class of nien^, But when you. consider .^at sen.mo%> 
** who go diiwn to the sen in ^hips^ and transa^ their busine^g pn the. 
great waters," are deprived a great pa^t of their time of those social enjoy¬ 
ments nnd‘coin1jqr|s, whicli other men.pn shore possess, CbrUtiaii charity^. 
! presume, wilf make great allowance for their conduct. ,, 

I would ask|, not only to what cause must be attributed tlie present dpge-. 
ncrated state of many of our seanien, jts far as regai-ds th^r cbarac^. in. 
amorajand religious point of view; but also .what has. caused them, 
now eduies,them, to deser( their, countrjh their families, anft Iheir Jrien^^ 
and seek an asylum on a dhtant ^dre K This, I We ,nd hesitation .to 
declare, arijKS from the evil^ of^uppreairineidr to the 

happmess aiid welfare of British ,%enmeaj| althou^ boii|witb the rights apd 
prhrileges of British subje<^s. 

If such evils proceed from impreyament^ would it not have been rensona*. 
ble to expect, that persons possessing a knowledge of Christianity, alirt sen-, 
siblg.of tlie obligations they owe to seamen, would have inquired, why- 
wise laws Mid re gulati ons liavejupt beenVramed to do it away ? , . . 

I have no doubt, tiiat tlie gefitletneo who called together the 
were actuated, as they thought, by the. purest principles pf cltnsrianity. 
tnwaHls'ieatiien. Yet it appears most eztrOordinary, that aniong so many' 
reniaHbs btfisred on their mcaral conduct, by Reverend Gentlemen a^ 
other's,'it luiyar occurred to nay of them to inquire, from what capio 
origlnaurd diat tihmorality they so stnwgl^ represented as aftBched to 
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proftmon. Perhaps they feel« self-inteftst in the seMces of seaueit, and 
therefore wish to pass over the means by which they are ohlained without 
Wtice. 

; (now beg leave to inform Gentlemen, that regutar*bred seamen have a 
particolar mode of thinking for themselves. ' They reasonably expect, that 
before any persons presume to teach others the moral duties of life, they 
W[U{ practice those duties themselves* Upon this principle, allow me to 
atk, if there was any man in that Meeting, either belonging to the iegit3a> 
Cure or tiie pulpit* who would lay his hand upon his heart and say, that be 
had performed the duties of a Christian towards seamen (men, to whom 
they have acknowledged they owe, agreeably to Mr. WilbeVfogce's asser* 
tton, a double share of gratitude fpr their past services and sufferings), by 
pttUicly endeavouring to do away Cliat scourge of their lives and liberties— 
Impressment ? Yet' tliiprc were many present on that occasion, who have 
voei/irdted in the cause of humanity^ when urging the abolition of 
AJrkan Slavery. At that time they forgot, that the men'to whoni they 
owe those great blessings, the value of ivhich they endeavoured to impress 
on the Meeting, had been in a state of slavery for upwards of twenty yearsi 
and may now be said to be in that state; for what seaman can say, that he 
may not be dragged ateay before tc^morraw from hisfamily aditfriendt, con¬ 
trary to bis inclinations, and to the injury of his pecuniary interests ? Such 
|l state of uncertainly to the mind of a British seaman, constitutet slavery* 
How persons themselves Christians, can' reconcile Isuch contract 

to those feelingsbf humanity which they have expressed for the African, 
bow they can reconcile this to those principles of Christianity they wish 
to teach seamci\, is beyond my comprehension. Surely this is nut acting 
with Christian charity towards them ! 

Were f asked as a seaman, in what way I would begin to remoralhe my 
profession, even into that state in which it was in 1793, I would recom¬ 
mend the reading of that Bible you arc now going to place in the hands of 
seamen, to the Rulers of these Realms, the Lords of tite Admiralty,' the 
Corporation of the Trioity-IIouse, the Marine Society, and to the Revitirend 
, Gentlemen, and others of the Legislature, who offered their ’opinions to 
the Meeting, that day, on the depravity of my profectsionand I would 
particularly cal) (heir attention to the 2^d chapter of the' gospel of 
St. Matthew, S6lhj|y|0tt) verse g, wherein they will find a liiwyer said unto 
Jesus, Master, ^0Sh is the great commandment in the Law Jesus 
said unto him, ** thou shait love the Lord thy Cod with all thy hearf, with 
al^thy soul, and with all thy roii(d. This is the first and ^rcat cothmand- 
ment; and ihe second w like unto it, ^hou shall love thy nii^bonr-m thy* 

, self: on these two commandments^ hsipg alt the Law and the Prophets.”* 
If. the* duties of Christianity ure comprised in iHese two cbmYnahdmeOtsi 
allow ine, to ask, tviiere are the men .in tfiis country who have performed 
tiratr duties as Christians towards seamen f ' 

«« ■ ■ " ' ■ ■ ■■■ . I. — . . .—. . : < r —II 

' * Seamen, reasoning eo this portion of Scriplnre,. would ,jia|(Wj||flf s^, that 
those persons, who are now going to tench them Christianity ,,,mib only half 
ChfiitisnstbcBiiselvesi' according to,the duties of Cbrirttoni, pr p|a.ij |a^d by out 
Saviour himself, and therefore incontrovertible. 
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After, having taught tlie persona before mentiooed, the duties of a 
Christian towards his neighbour, I would recotniDend to Uiem; by way bf 
preparing the minds of our seamen for receiving'the sublttue doctrines of 
Christianity, that they should convince^ them, in the first instance, ftmt 
«hey can act up to its true principles, by calling the attentim of Parliament 
to the propriety of investigating the whole of our marine system, and of 
endeavouring to do away the evils of impressment. This would relieve the 
minds of seamen from those feelings which now incessantly torture them 
even in the time of peace, and give them hopes, that they might hereafter 
enjoy tlie rights ^iid privileges of British subjects, in an equid degree wilh 
their fellow-ci>untryii)cn, and once more remrne that rank in Society they 
fisrmerly possessed. • 

It perhaps may be advanced by fioote persons, that the evils of impress-^ 
ment cannot be donts away. Thia 1 moat positivefy deny : and I will go 
yet further, and say, that if the friends of hUrofinity in this kingdom will 
only bring forward the question in the manner I have recommended, I will 
pledge myself to offer such further su^cstions, agreeably to the outlines L 
have already proposed, as sliall lay the foundation for accomplishing this 
important desideratum. 

There can be no doubt, if proper attention were given to ^e subject, 
that a code of laws and regulations, si^gested and formed by men possess¬ 
ing nautical knowledge and experience as regards seamen, would do away 
^isevil. This accomplished, your navy^ both in titnt of war and peace^ 
would be manned with regular-bred aeamenf your merchant shipa with 
Britiah aulyects, trained and training aa aeameaf without foreignira f and 
your Jiaheriea, the source of wealth, and aeamen, to these realma, would be 
upheld in time of war as in peace. These combined undtAr a proper system, 
would prove a nursery fur seamen, equal to the exigencies of the state, 
when required. Then should we have seamen of good moral eharuciers, 
possessing their just rights and privileges as British subjects, free from sla¬ 
very, enjoying social intercourse with their families and friends, without 
tbadiwad of being hunted down as wild beasts; seamen retaining those 
feelings of attachment to their native countiy, which the evils of impress* 
ment too often eradicate. To endeavour to restore tliem to this happy cao4- 
dition, w«uld be acting ou the true principles of Christian charity. 

1 now call the attention of Mr. Wilberforce to what he advanced that 
day, that ** the people of this country owed a < t^|i |Be share of gratitude 
tp seamen, fur their past services and’ sufferings m the cause of their 
country duridg the long war,” I feel no hesitation to say, that seamen 
,wUl judge ofnhoK feelings of humaifity, and Christianity, wl\ich hf and 
others professed that day ft) cherish towards themfby tlieir actions hereafter, 
cm. the.subject of impressment;* add I sincerely hope, that they will be 
enabled tq assert, that they have performed their public and private duties 
as Christians, agreeably to the second commandment of the Law and the 
P-ropbets, towards seiunen. Failing of this, I have no doubt that Mamen 
■Win asetibe' all their late eulogium upon them to a wish to acquire 
jpopulari^. ' . 

‘ 1 now^ltU tlie attention of another membw of the U^siataiCi to wbat he 
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advanced on that day, particularly to hia observation, tl»t the safety of 

thes^frvndms would hereafter depend on the moral conduct of our seamen. 

1 yorfectly agree with this gentleman, that if ihe mOral oondiif r of our iea» 

mf» he not unproved, and a sincere atiachment to ih» ir country raised 

thaic i»H»di(r hpfoea anuther war takes place (and winch only can he doi||^ 

by <iaing away she evil* of impretsineirt), it may be found that 

Oitr n t lTM wiM again^d'cM^ the$r nmulrif. Ttinreeiared aenttmeiits aii^ 

Mw of geHtfewan, preacnhe it as a duty which he owes to hfe 

country and .Pritish seamen, to advopate Iheir cause In that plafce 

they m*y eipaet that tlietr just nghis and privileges will be roatniainedi for 

the gpod of iho cowtiy and the pvofetsino. 

1 now beg leave* to Call your attention to that part of the beTore-mea- 

ttooed address, wbeio »l is mkI, ibiM “ the City ol London m particular 

bad swnostiiactad ohliiaiioo to fulfil, towards this,neglected cla-s of oor 

popufetioo*’' If socb lathe fact, what must he the leebogs of the Corpora- 

lion of the Xfipity.Houae, in consequence of baling neglected their duties 

towardi seamen, as regards tlwir moral and religious conduct—*8 duty 

which formerly particularly attached to that Corporation, as is fully proved 

by tlieir tenth by-law;* although, tike niaiiy other essential duties, they 

ou^it to ^rfbriD, for the good ol their country, and Britisli seamen, it 

appears to be unknovu to them at ihia time. 

Be assured, my Lord JUayor, tlint if a proper attehtion was gnen to the 

seamen cdi^tbis realm, by training wise laws and regulations, adapted to 

ihcjr good rule an4 raanagjtineiit, there is no class ol men in this country 

who woqld more generally iDaiiiiatn, a better moral characti r, or be less 

dj^Kndaut OR charity as paupers, or presve themselves more lovat subjects, 

in tlie cause of thv ir King aud tlitii Country, when their sen ices might be 

inquired* ,Tbey then would, as heretofore, be enabled to purchase Bibles 

lor^thmnselves at t)ieir own cost, without being treated as paupers This I 

e am oonfidont would induce iliem to set a much higher value upon them, 

and to pay more attcation to jtheir contents, than any other methud that 

cau be devised* 1 dec. * 

% 

Uoyfft toffee-Uouse, ^ 

Ji fareh 27, 1Q18. _ ^ 

V When this by>laW^lll^ made. It appears that prayers were regularly vepeatad 
on board of all ships; and, apoh nfigtng of Ihe bell for that ^orposr, every 
officer and sesnan was bound to attend, under the penalty of U. 6d. each tiaw, 
totl^ppf^wboa ofueTnnity.House.' At that tune, bletplieniyi druukeRaesSf 
auA sleeping on shore at night, were subject to fine lor the wme purpose. Why 
have tbeye good and wholesome laws afid regaiatiens been neglected and 
forgotten ? ( a IS 

1 have. In my eaViy years, soiled in a ship where prayers ire|p i;epeaMtv|!W ^ 
day ; wnd Ihuvesailsd m ships, even during the lata war, op board ofnwlucl' 
an oath was asldeni ta he heard Iron auy manand this arose apprajiy ftpia 
example, ^lot only in a aniril pomt ef view, but that bfaspheny vM dpes^d • 
drragatoiy and dwgraccipl to the chsraetur and conduct of a superior officcf who 
had m boninsad Bnttsb scameo. • 
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On Ship Building. 

' » 

MR. BMTOtt, dpnl 

1 FIND there is ^ pi»estot conniiajiblft intercstf wtd seme MSietj, 
excited by the aaremitting exerttont and iMrseveranet of the AnScf^ 
eens, in preparing a great and powerful navy, and h has bedoSee a*di»ni- 
men question, since the Franklin visited our harbours, kvNi we any tide* 
deipked ships capable of lieing made « match for her, by reoeiving addi> 
tibnal, and weightier guns 7 Now, Sir, I can mformyour readers, diat we 
bare of 'his description of ships about iwentyt besides e^ building, of 84 
gjps, and* of superior siae and dianensions, nccdrditig: to my* infornni' 
tioRj one of these twenty is the Kenic ao<w repairidg,’'and dttir^ for an 
increased weight of metal t anotlwr is the Fbudroynaf, belb sof 80 |^ns, 
and I trust when put out of hand, we shall have the sadisfactioD of know¬ 
ing, that they will answer perfectly well, armed with SO pounders, accord* 
ing to the American pnnciple, and carrying very nearly the same number 
of guns, as well as weight of metal, as the Franklin: if it is so, we have 
theo eighteen other ships winch can be fitted in ilie same manner; viz. die 
Tennant, Malta, Scipio, Kiroli, Cssar, .Superb, Rnchefuri^ Genoa, 
Acliille, Dunuegal, Cambridge, Renowa, Implacable,^ Spencer, Spartmte, 
Uulwnrk, and Warspile. I shall rejoice to hear, dial tliesC fine ships can 
carry Sfi'pouaders on both decks ; lor aldtuugh of lest toturage by a'good 
deal than the Franklin, yet with equally heavy metal, «ud well manned, 
they will fight a hard haiile, and he capable of laying alongside of Jonathan’s 
finest ships: so far well: but even allowing this to be the case, itHI tli^f 
necessity uf building larger two*deckers, is nevertheless^reatuiid nrgenr, 
and will, 1 trus(, be quickly attended to, if die 84’s now in hand are net 
of the Franklin’s tonnage, viz. 2,500 tons. I hope those next bid down 
will be ordered of diese dimensions; we must be prepared to fight quite on 
equal terms, in order to obtaui dial glonuua tuccess which the country will 
look fur, and which, if the odds are not too great, it will not expect in 
vain, from its gallant officers and seamen. 1 am convinced the wisli is 
univerwl, to see more ships built of 2,500, and 1,400 tons 84’s and 68’s; 
and Ae&qrd of Admi^ty will, Lam well persuaded, be no longer slow 
to com^y with the earnest wishes of all ranks. 1 trust, therefore, 'Sp^lor^i 
infucmatien-lMS not been premature;''and,that T nijj^Mrli illr iaaboUK to 
giee4iii,<firdbn for a dozen new spanking ships of eaqb class* 



k 

, . Nary Eslmatet. • 

a». iDtTOR, * London^ tOih Aprils 1818. 

A $ dmibCoropanying fisdmafe, ^rdered to be printed by die Hoooumbie 
■ttle'Huitse of Commons, on tlje 17th of last February, ouise no donbt 
prdve iotendking to your readers, 1 have great latisfaction tmforwarding 
the rarae for thk ‘purpose of its being recorded iu die pages of your Naval 
CuROAICtE. ' . 
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I 

I iiIm iili opportunity of acknowledging to you the plcBSUf;e t receive itt 
ptffi&g your monthly Numben, as they nre published; nnd aithoti^gh | am 
^•H^burtkened with cash (being but a half-pay Iwutepaiit), yet X p«nre 
yoilil most cheerfully contribute ifty Si. towards tbopppport of a Wor^ sp 
plMaiUarly interesting to all ranks in my professiom: and | trust that tl4^ 
nMyority of my brother officersi either a-float or on shore, are, like 
m^riplff your Subscribers. 1 am your wpU wiriier, 

fV. 

4n EtHmatt tf the Clhrge ^ tohat may he fteeeuary /or the Buildimgf 
Re^huildingt and Repatn oj Sidfi of ITar, tn his Mejest/s end the 
li&ehantd Taritt otAer extra Ifbrks, over and above what n pro¬ 
posed to be done upon the Heads of Wear and Tear and Ordinary f/or the 
Year 1818. 


DEPTFORD YARD. 


<1 


Charge of Bull, MasU, Yardi, 
Jbggmg, and Stoiet. 


Rcamt,t74, building; time of completion uncertain . 1,800 

SoctUAMPTOB, 60, building; to bd'completed 1819 .......... 6,800 

Blobde, 46, biilldingt to be completed 1818 .. 14^460 

Vexv^ 46, building; to be completed 1818. *98,900’ 

Aitasov, 46, builtmg; to be completed 1819.. 5,660 

^LACBtTY, brig, 10, building; to be completed IR18 ........ 3,5SO 

Monarch, 84, orderetl to be built ... lO^OGO 

£olvs, 46, orde^d to be built.. ..... 7,6^0 

Dedali^s, 46, ordered to be built ..... 7,610 

Mercvry, 46, ordered to be bnilt .. . T,610 

PtGAScs,46,ordered to be built .... 7,610 

Ahi Et, brig, 10, ordered to be built ......... ... 

Horatio, 46, large repair; to be completed 1818 .. 81,(300 

CoRApOA, 43, large repair; to be completed 1818.. 18,150 

Fur tte repair of two frigates......... fOtOOO 


A 


Total.• £ 447,850 


WOOLWICH YAPD. 

'^LAVERA, 74, building; to be completed April 1818 
n^WKE,*74, budding; to be completed September 1818 .T 
ttis, 58, building; to be completed August 1818 .I....... 

TeVRiIereb^ 84, ordered to be built ..............1^. 

^QSCawER, 83, ordered to be built .. 

Wircbester, 60, ordered to be built .. 

Qjlyixe, 46, oTder^ tn be bailt.. 

Jasor, 46,ordered tpbebuift .. 

Medusa, 46, orderedh> be bdU , 

Hebe, 46, ordered to bebuil^ .. 





























cotiMWomnucz, 


m 

Aroott, tS,dnferedtotw btoilfc .. 

Lm'x, brig; 1 % Ordered to he bnilt.a.................... %tQQ 

S^ftltiOovTA,'10, ordered to be built I,{i0ib 

BiuoLE. 10, ordered to^ boilt . ......li'.. 1,600 

Dbvonsiiike, 74, loi^e reperir; to be completed Dofiember 1818 S8,800 
AvabRA, 46, liinte repair; to becoinpleM October6818...;.. 19,|00 
CactctNT, 46, large repair; to be completed August 1818 .... 17,500 
Aratft, 43, betwe^i middlit^ end large repair; to be completed 

September 1818 ...... 6,400 

BeowihO, brig, 18, middling repair 3,310 

ScaaaoaovGB, 174, in good condition .a.........;........ 210, 

Towards the repair of two frigates 24,000 

Total.. £ 234,850 

CHATHAM YARD. 

Paiircx Reoxnt, 120, building; time of completion uncertain .. 10,500 

TaarAteAR, 106, building; time of completion uncertain .... 18,300 


Baiiic, brig,. 10, buildiag; to be completed September 1818 .. .5,300 
^MTAdi'br 10,building; to be completed September 1818...... ^ 5,250 

FoBiaJ>4aLE, 86, ordered to be built .....4. 8,800 

Powerful, 84, ordered to be built ................_... .lO^pOO. 

Diaka, 46, ordered to be built ... ',9,50(^ 

Latojta. 46, ordered to be built Jt,., .. 9,200 

MjraitAiD, 46, ordered to be built .. 6,10^ 

TBAaiT.s,4jS, ordered to.be built ........................ 6,100 

Uait;dR;a,-M, ordered to be built.. 6,100 

GaiifM,' 70, tp complete fitting her as an Et^liih ship of war; to 

bnooinple^ed January 1818 ... 4,200 

AcRiLLlt, 7§i lai^ repair; time of coroplction uncertain.. 18,000 

RsvEBefB, l^, middling repair; time of completion uncertain ,10,000 
GLapnwBR, 74, between small and middling repair; time of 

coiit^etio.a uncertain ... 18,000 

CoBQVlttranoa, 74, very small repair ;"'to be completed February ' r 

1818 .1.....— 10,300 

ij^sRFOoL, 50;>very small repair; to be completed February 1818 5,90^ 

l^pTEpAvs, 46^1arge repair ; to be comptet^ April'1818.. ..*•_• 4,300 
UvtiAVB^o, 46, large repair; to be completed March 1818.... 5,550 

l^wjtx Glendowcr,' 42, large repait; 'to be completed August . , 


~-rr -------- ^ 

UlcitAti 36j middling repair; to b4 completed August 1818 .... 5,150 

490B,ir,i 86, very sniull repair; to be completed December 1818 1^500 

XfbACiAN,-brig, 18, (argb repair; to be completed March 1818 0,100 

Harrow BAWK, '18, between middling and large repair; to’ fie 
pbmpleted April 1818 .2,400 

ftn. <i)c«n. v»i. xxxix. I, 
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* ^ t Cliaife •f flail, Matts, Yudf, 

if Bigitni, aii4 ItoK*. 

i8» nnaU repaSr; to be ootopleied Beoembir 1818.. 3|40Cr 

OHj^^pw, I8 |mimU iflpftir; to beamipletedOecambcv 1818 IjMO 

Total ifi 215,600 

, A SHEERNESS Y4m 

kjsnrzDAS, 48, betareea middliag and large cepair; to be eotp- 

pleted May 1818 ..... 1^4*620 

Biuiii 46, lattD repair; to be oontpleted March 1819.. 1<^4^ 

‘ ** ;■ I I 

lutnl k 88.850 


I»ORTSMOUTU YARD.' 


WATEsroo, 80, building; to be completed KcTember 1818.... dl,p00 

IPaiKCB Kboemt, yacht, building, to be compleud July 1818 .. , i4;05O 
<0«flKET, bng, 10, building; to be completed October 1818 
^ELiGHr, 10, building; to be completed October 1818 ...... 

FHzacES|CHABEorTX, 104, ordered to be built 80,000 

CAEMATfC, 74^ erdered CO be bulk 5/1(00 

Nflw, 74, ardered egbebuilt ....a..*... 5^000 

MiirEBVA, 46, ordered to be built .. . . 8,800 

IMfl, 46, ordere^ftpa be built ... f,0ia 

^^EborE, 46 , ordered to be built ... 7,610 

TflAUA, 46, ordered to be built .... 7,610 

SamaeaTO, br^ 18, ordered to be built. 8,000 

WaWITk, 76, large repair; to be cnmpleted August 1818 .... 95fi00 

ScLTAK, T4yli^ repair; to be completed October 1818. 44,000 

BotiravaoB, 74 , large repair; to be completed September 1819 ]6,50() 
BtUBOW, 74, bet^oMi taidcUing and large repau-; to be completed 

’ atfItefQber 1819 . 17,000 

iUiaov, 74, between small and middling repair; to be completed 

OODilnber 1818 .. 80,900 

ELcrflAtn, 58, cutting down from a74guneiiip; to be com¬ 
pleted May 1818 ... 11 000 

BACcuaiiT*, 40, amallrepair; to^ completed Nwember 18<8 8,MO 
B^uussa, 48, Email repair; to be completfd Peoember 1818.. * 7,700 
T^ucvlo, brig, .18, between smell and middling repair;'to be * 

OomptetedNdVember 1818 8,OU0 

lUflOMVE, 18, amalt'rcpair; to be omipleted June 1818...... S,]6 q^ 

BUliTaiAU, IQ, between middling uhI 4«iige repair; to be cum- 


JM^TAtr, 46. in good condition .... » 

46,10 good cuudition. 8,960 

.AillP^jbrtC,!^ ing<K>dooi^ . 5li|0 

'^AMSLEOH, 10, &IBSOd0OBdK10U.... S06 


lotal >e 240.500 


A 
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Cbii|B of Voll, 

Bifitni, OBAiiofM. 

PLYMOUTH YAm 

HRmKNiAi 130^ building; time of completion uncertain 85,(100 

PoRTLAVD, GO, Imilding; time of compfetioa uncertain ...... 10(000 

LoKJxiit, 104,ordered'tobe built....8,500 

Lancaster, 60, ordered to be built..13,700 
CsbaJCROS, 46, ordered to be built 6^100 

Circe, 46, ordered tobe built......6,100 

PtfoREBpiKE, 46,,ordered to be built 6,100 

StATiRA, 46, ordered to be built..a. 6,10(if 

Eclipse, brig, 10, ordered to be built....*.....*.. 4,600 

l^M^ous, 10, ordered to be built 4,600 

Fuudroyant, 83, larg| repitir; to be cnmpleied October 1818.. 31,650 
Kfkt, 80, large repair; time of completion uncertain ........ 18,000 

MfLPORD, 78, between middling and large repair; time of com¬ 
pletion uncertain .................................. 1,800 

SriRLiRC Castle, 74, large repair; to be completed October 1818 37,080 
Rteoa, 74, between middling and large repair; time of comple¬ 
tion uncertain .................................... 1,800 

Mclgravp, 74, between middling and large repair; to be com- i 

pletedNovember 1818 38,000 

Repd£s£, 74, large repair; time of completion uncertain ...... 530 

Satcrn, 58, small repair; to be completed January 1^8 .... 1,100 

Resistance, 46, middling repair; to be completed April 1818.. 1(^460 

Nistis, 46, small repair; time nf completion unceitlin 640 

Pvramus, 43, between middling and large repair; to be com¬ 
pleted June 1818...... 18,000 

Dartmodth, 43, between middling and large repair; tobetJm- 

pkrted November ISIS........... 13,500 

Pbloros, biig, 18, middling repair; to be completed June 1818 8,680 


Total £ 349,140 


PEMBROKE YARD. 

Bclleislr, 74, building; thne ofdibpletion uncertain 35,000 

FfSQARD, 46, building; time of completion nneertwn ........ 16,000 

Melampus, 46, building; time of completion uncertain ...... 1,900 

Meubvs, 46,,ordcred tube built ........................ 1,000 

lUiUDRTAD, 46, ordered.to be built ... 1,000 

Palcon, brig, 10, ordered to be built ..3,000 

PitoLic, 10, ordered to be biylt ... 8,000 


Total £ (^(^300 
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MERCHANTS YARD* 

BOMQAlr. " 

ChMfie of HaHf Maiti, JMtt 

ififjiiiAfti 74, buiMmg; to be coipi^eted September 1618 •'•1 


Gevoes, 84, ordered to be built ..> 66/lDO 

SiUliiOArATAic, 46, ordered to be built J . . . 

, Total 4 

Total for the obipsin the King’s Yards I,i70fi90 

Total for the ships at Bombay, &C. .................... 60,000 


Grand Total for the Ships ^ l,fa||0O9 


•Iff. Urquhart’i Reply to An Qficer tn the Ntttyn 

SIR EDITOR, 

1 BEC leave, through the medium of your Chreniele, to acbnoa ledge 
the receipt of a Pamphlet, tn leply to my Letters OD Impressmeot, 
Mated to be written by au Officer in the Navy. 

When any person (or persons), attempt to ooireat the written opinions 
of anodier, be certainly might to read them witli some attenuou, and if 
they are intelligible, he ought to comprehend them before be ofiSna opinions 
liilBself. Hovv far my remarks are intelligible, and how far they have been 
comprehended by an Officer in the Navy, I leave for the present to the 
judgment of othefs. My only request at this time is, that those who read 
the publication befbre-mentiooed, will compare many of those passages on 
whiob the Oitiier of the Navy has amroadverted, with what I have o£^red ; 
und abo reflect on the old adage, as represented by this Officer in the Navy, 
that one tale may be received as true^ until aiioUiei is told. Subb I pre¬ 
sume will hereafter prove to be the fact. 

This Officer in the Navy complains of some allusions which I base made 
when offering opinions on the naval service, in general terms; compare 
these with the remarks he has made on those officers who were in the navy 
before tha year 1790,* from which tune peihaps he commenced his career 
in the naval service, or more prosily in 1793 Allow me to ask, if I 
bave made any alhision half so severe upon naval officers, in general terms, 
MB tins wnter has done on a certain class of naval officers pdbiiedly. This 
certainly claims the particular attention of naval officers, but more partfeq- 
|arly of Admirals 1^1 6t. Vincent, Lord Fxmoutb, Strachaa, Whifkfaed, 
Bupe, Yoiie, Moore, Sawyer, Cockbufla, Hotbaro, and many others now 
fivtng, who had diany of the principal comimnds during the late war, and 
no doubt irawed the superior dais of officers to which this wnter belongs, 
by their ibsll and judgoent.f 


f See pege 15 Uf tbu publicatiea. 


f Sef page 9 at ditlq. 
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The immortal NeliOBi achnowledged the advantages he derived at 
a seaman, in eonseqoenoe of Imviog served >00 hoard of a ship in the West 
ledj^ '^rade, trould never have gained a victory over ihe enemies of h» 
cOontry, or bad a mnnuitieot raised tp his memory, if he had not ^a 
<^^sed by them. '‘Opposition on the part of such writers as the Invtdtm. 
tary Idler, and an Office^ in the Navy, will, in due time,* promote the 
eiuse of doing away the evib of impressment, by exposing their want of 
MMni4«dge on the subject of the cause of the aversion which regnlar-£«ed 
merchant seamen bare to the naval service. 


Lloji0i Caffee^ouic, 
mh April, 1818. 


I am, &c. 



PIRATE 507. 


Portrait tite SplpK 

I F the value of a Fortmit be (as we think it is) increased, by the diffi- 
cttlty of access to the origioal, that mast be most so to which all 
access to the original is impossible. The Sylph, of which we give the 
annexed representation, was unfortnnately wrecked on the 17th Jaonary, 
1815, and of ilf souls on board her at the time, only 6 s^ere saved, con* 
Sfisting of the purser and 5 senmoh ! For particalars of this most distressing 
aoeident, we refer the render to voL xxxiii, p. 931, where they are given ns 
extracted from the York Oexette, 

The Sylph mounted 90 guns; va, 16 carroaades of 34lbs. 9 long 
JS'Ponnders, and 2 13>poand carronades: her dimensions were as 


Ibliowi 

Ti. In, 

Xength of the gun>deck 107 0 

Keel for tonnage..83 10| 

Breadth extreme..39 11 

Deplk^ 14 8 

Burthen in tens 399 « 

• 

She was built at Bemuda ha 1818. * 

5 • 


• Qalry if the writer ^erwriMrs) ef this PampUet are not tbes«o>c person 
Cer 4wnens) who wrote in the Pcaito LxoeBa ander this si g n state, and 
rvoeived a sevwe leprusand ftom the eaBster of a nwtehaat ship, and an ex< 
beatanaat* 
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HANUSCRIPT FROM S:r. HEI^ENA. 

(tlUKSLATCD jV Tt« ESITOB*] 


[CoBtinae4 fruin pii^e SSS.] 

f^HCS was I compelled to war. Masicna naintaioed his poudn at 
1 Genoa, but the armies of tlie Republic no Ioniser dared to pass either 
the Alps or the Rlitne, Italy was iherelure to be re*eiitei^d, and in Oor* 
many peace be a second time difitated to Aestria. Such'was my plan; but 
I had neither soldiers, krtillery, nor firelocks. 

I called ouii^he conscripts, ordered arms to be made, and aroused the 
(beling of national honour, which in the French never dies. 1 cullected an 
army, one^half of which was not yet clothed. Europe laughed at my 
soldiers, but payed dearly for ita moroeni's mirth. 

It was, howeier, impossible to undertake openly a campaign with such 
an army. To surprise the enemy, and take advantage of its astonishment, 
was necessary, and that I resoUed to dQ.» General Suchet was moving 
slowly through the defiles of Nice, and Massena still prolonged, from day 
to day, tlie deleiice of Genoa. Inet out, proceeded to the Alps, and ray 
nrcseiice, and the bnlJianOy of the enterprise, reanimated ihe soldiers. 
They bad no shoes, but they all seemed to march as though they were a 
van«guard. <> 

At no period of my life did I experience 4ny sensation eqocd to that 
svhtcb I f^t in crossing the defiles of the Alps, '^te echoing shouts of the 
^my announced 'to me a victory uncertain, but probable. I was about to 
sistt again that Italy, which had been the theatre of my> first achievements. 
Uly artillery slowly mounted tlie rocks. At length biy cbibf grenadiers 
'reached the summit of St. Bernard. They threw tbeir caps into die-air, 
trimmed with rose’Coloured ribbons, and shouted with joy. The Alps 
were P*^3f and from their beighta ne descended Jibe a torrent. 

OeneratX'Asne commanded the vUrnguard. He rapidly possessed htni- 
•> self of Ivibe, Verecil, Pavia, and the passage of the fo, which the whole 
army passed without opposition. 

At this time we were all, both soldiers and generals, "ypung; and were 
all deuroos of making our fortune. We trdatM as triflnS; Atignes, and 
suU more so, dangers—We were indifferent Ikii'ail' hgt Glory, which was not 
to be obtaii^d bat in die field^it battle. ^ ,, *' 

first notice of my arrival^ the Austriginfk began mknmuvre on 
Alex^r&. Asseigbksd witbm t^is piece it Um mnniefit'' wbUb I appeared 
t^fnnsitssv^lk, tbeir polemei luddesa dav^pemenf in bf <ti| Bor> 

nildik, orders tu a^aA ^m> buj^ ftieis mtiHer^ wa'tf‘lu^pt to 

bafkalions^'nlloJdir'gi'ou^A t^line 

we sf gt p er^ l^ortlf two toitialion|' of4m ^ lbl^4<h1l I was 

, iIm llllport of wbU idakqU^ At^ hiii the 
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the centre of the enemy ntm peste4* Tint ^ant feaeiiit wM^iUed nttbe 
nMomentm whK^ an immortal victory war decided. ^ 

The enemy fied for slieitcr seder Hie*^aUe of Aleuodna, fane the hre^ea 
were too oarrew to afford them a paMHge^and the confnuon was immCnpe : 
we tool mauea of artillery* and whole battalions. The Austnahs, collected 
hehnid the Tanar, their coidmiimcations cut qff* retreat impracticable* aai^ 
tbraegjjbd ill the tear by Masseua and Soebet* with a vtcterioin an»y,«» 
ai;cepted the teriin we imposed on them. Mein implprad^ 
oaptittiatipiv vlnoh m the pride ot war was unattended to. All Italy 
was restored.to me* and the conquered aimy afterwards saw their arms at 
the ^t of oar contenpts. • « 

TlStt wae the mottdistinguisbed day of my life, for to France it was oae of 
the brixlitesc in the anpub ut hei glory—she experienced in llh' situation 9 
complete and gloriodi clfauge—she bad only to en)oy the peace slie had 
f^jnquered—to repose in the tranquil sleep ot tlie Lion—to be happy, Air 
she was greatt 

The factions appeared quiet, awed by the glory I had acquired. All was 
peace m Vi^dde—eieu };he Jacobins were compelled tocoiigiatulate me on 
luy Victor) ; foi it was also in their invour. I had now no iivab. 

Common danger, and public enthusiasm, produced a rooinentCry union 
of parties. The security I had now placed tlvem m again d vided tho<u. 
Where.therp is no centre of incontestable power, theie aie always founds 
men whq* will endeavour to possess tlieinselies of it. It was thus with 
mine. My authority was no more than a |emporniy magistracy, and was 
tiierefore ivpt unassmlglde.' Certain vain and presumptuous men, faiicvnig 
themselves men of (nicnt* opened a canipaign against mf, and for tlieir 
head qparcnrV choijei the Inbunal. j,lhen it was that they began to attaoic 
me udder tbq name of the Executive Power. 

Jfod I yielriml to their declamations, 1 should ha\e gwen up die com* 
moowealth of the state. It hnd many enemies* itcnnld not dnninwh dieu 
strength, and thfre was no ume to be lost in words. A hold experiment 
was resolved -on, hot which of itself would not liaie been sulbcient*to 
sdence men of tins description* who preferred die ur itification of dieir 
vanity to the Interests df their countrj, ayd who had endeavoured to gain 
popularity by refusiijg the»supplie^* discrediting the goveiiimeni, wnpedmg 
its progrettSi'and idsu''fhe yecnuiung of the unuy. 

By these means* ive,should have bpeii* in less than a fortnight, at the 
men^ of |1ie€ne®y» f‘»‘ had not yet twees sufficient to cope with hon. 
jgj pdjiiruu was w yet tpo recehttiii be invulnerable j and theCnnsuWte'yas 
abpBt fp expCrfenoa A sJitplar {erpiiitmtoii wjtli that of the {KiecMi^^ d I 
htld'tMStpdt<dti pod ti) thij*ojJpoet^on^jE|y a mhuoSnfbi of etate. IdU* 
b4D4btttlihii^t|Qa^Tdbifih^ ' * * * 

By thisyimpje Apt a»C6Tv^ilueion of Traoed changed^ 
put ah aa.dV fact ccaaeffto «tst ftam tW 

ihMimaati(mfAt«(^eaeop[\^%hirered he «acre4. It 
absokte iiepewttK. 1 m 4 l/nu%dJ 9 ptuafi^d m whi?^ Fryintu daU p^a m 
respia hnd to alj, Z9ft0- ha^, ^lowerful ews- 

miw, as vreU iMcfoal as exteinaf^ a\|Kl was, Uke all*^lliet RepuuUts m 
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tiam of danger, obliged to assome a dictatorial (Aaracter* Cbuntarvailtng 
autiiorities are only lerriceable in a time of peace. That wbicb Prance bad 
conferred on me, it waa necessary that she should reinforce, at all Umea 
whi^ her safety was endangered, eo prevent relapses. 

■ Perhaps I shoold have done better to have frankly demanded this dicta^ 
lonhip, than to have left them to accuse me of aspiring to it. Every one 
wonld then have spoken according to his opinion, of that wliich was 
ay ambition : it would have been mora advantageous to me, as monsteta 
appdhr most hideous at a distance-»it %vonld have bad tlie advantage of not • 
occasioning any doubts of the future, of leaving opinions* in the state they, 
tlien were, and of intimidating the enemy, by shewing to him the rerolu* 
tion of France. Bu^ I saw this power present itself*—offer itself to my 
hands, and there seemed no necessity to receive it officially—if I eiercised 
it not dejure, I did de facto, and it was sufficient thkt I thereby surmounted 
the crisis, saved France, and maintained the Revolution. 

My task was now reduced to the completing this Revolution, by giving 
to it a legal character, that it might be legitimated by the public acknow* 
Icdgment of Europe. All revolutiuns have passed through the same con* 
diets, that of France was not to be an exception, but it had reason to 
expect dnuily, like others, its certificate of possession. However, previous 
to the proposiug it, I saw the necessity of modeiating its prioctples, con¬ 
solidating its legislation, and reducing its excesses. I believed myself 
possessed of the power to do all this, and I did not deceive m)self. 

Ttie Revolution commenced ^ the extinction of family dignities, or the 
estabhbhment of Equality—I respected it. It was the business of legisla¬ 
tion to regulate \t» principles, and I made laws for that purpose. Thera 
were excesses in the existence of the Factions; I gave no impoitnnceto 
tliem, and they disappeared : in the abolition of public worship, and 1 re-, 
established it: in the existence of the Emigrants; and I gave them a 
country: in the general disorder of the administration; and I regulated it > 
in the ruin of the finances; and I restored them : in the want of an autho¬ 
rity to tranquillize France ; and I gave to it^is authority, by assuming, 
myself, the government of the State. r 

Few men have done so great things as I then did, and in so sliort a time; 
History will one day declare what France was, when I begap to rule it, 
and what it afterwards was, when it gave laws to Europe. < 

Nor had I in any instance occasion to avail myself of an arbitrary power 
to accomplish tliese arduous services. It is true, the exercise of such a 
power would nut hare been denied roe, but I never wished it | I always 
detesteifwhatever is really arbitrary. I always respected brder, and tba< 
laws, and I therefore made many; I made them clear, and severe, but at 
Che saihc time, just: for a law whicti knows no exceptions, is always juft* 
1‘roado them to be rigorou'ily obsen’ed—if is the duty of the throne to do 
80 —but I also mySelf respected them. These laws have all survived me; 
and it is the recompfnft of my labonrs. 

Ail seemed to proceed according to usy w ishes. Tlie Stale was ronovat«d|t 
^and order restored. In all which 1 exerted myself earnestly and assiduously, 
'but J[ saw tidit to the systcnii there w^s still waoting, what was of the utmost 
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hnportiinfc*!—JifrtWWfj'* Bot however desirous of establi-diini; the princij^e' 
of the Revolution, Tsaw clearly it was not to he done without lint over*' 
coming strong np(>ositions, for there was a natural antipachy between the 
old regime and the new. These funned fwo masses whose interests were 
dininetricaily opposite. All the governments which still subsisted under 
the ancient form, saw danger in the principles of the Revolution , and this 
had n#securtty but by treating with the enemy, or by crushing him if. he 
would not treat. < 

Such was the struggle that was finally to decide on the renovation of 
social order in Europe. I was at the head of a great faction, which was 
desirous of annihilating the system which*the wdrid was governed after 

the fail of the Roman Empire; and as*such exposed to the hatred of all 
those who had an interest in the preservation of the Gothic rust. A man 
of a character less firm than mine, might have been well warratited in 
sitting down and leaving to time a part of the decision of this project. 

Bat I had penetrated deeply into the temper and views of these two 
factions; 1 saw that they divided the world, as in the time of the Refor* 
roatioii, and was convinced, that to reconcile them would be impossihlc, 
from the positive contrariety of their respective interests; and thjt in pro* 
portion ns the crisis was shortened, iho better it would be for the fienple. 
But to effect this it was necessary tliat we should have on our part the half 
of Europe, and the best half, as without this advantage the balance would 
not preponderate on our side. After all, I could not dispose of this w'eigbt, 
but by the law of the strongest, the only law which prevails. between 
nations. It was therefore necessary that 1 should be the strongest, for I had 
not only the tusk of ruling Fiance, but of subjecting id her the whole 
world, or the world would have crushed her. 

There was consequently no choice of measures, all depended on events 
that could nut ue foreseen ; danger was always inmiinciit, and (he 31st of 
March sufficiently proved how much there was to fear, and how desirable it 
was that the old nnd new regimes should live in pence. 

1 could easily foresee, that while there wiis uu equality of strength be¬ 
tween the two systems, there ivould be always war, open or concealed. 
Whatever peace should be signed, it would be but a truce, to rest awhile, 
ft was consequently necessary that France as the iicad of the Revolution, 
should be always in a condition to resist the storiq|. It was necessary that 
in the government tMhre should be unily, that there might be strength ; 
that the nation should be united, that all its means should tend to the same 
end ; and that the pei-pie should have cofifidcnce, to consent to the sacri- 
fires necessary to coinideie the conquest. * 

III the consular scheme all w.is pricafious, fur there was nothing in ih 
consistent. There was a Hepabiic in name—a Sovereignty in fact; ft 
National Representation feeble—an Kxecutive power strong ; Authoritica 
sulimissivc--and an Army prepuncieraut. 

Nothing goes oji well in any political system, where words are in contra¬ 
diction to things. Tile goi ernrnent f'oifeiied its credit aud teputatiou, when 

f3ab. Clhjan* Vol. XXXTX. ’ x x 
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kpl«eed ttsdf in theconditian of cternaUj lying. It fdl^tnto tfanteon* 
tempt wjiich every thing that is false invariably generatest for wbaterer is 
false is frail. The people, however deficient in political sagacity, already 
kna^ too much—tbe gaaetces were snfficient for their instructioD. Tbe 
whole art and mystery of governing the world, consists in being strong; in 
real strength there is no error—no illusion—it is solid truth. 

if felt tbe weakness of my situation; that is, tbe absurdity of my coa« 
snlsbip. 1 saw it was necessary to establish smnething solid as a stay to the 
Revohition. I wa$ nominated Vitalic Consul; but it was a temporary dig¬ 
nity, insufficient in itself, because, including a future date, it pointed to m 
end, and there is nothiAg so diestructise of confidence, as a change foreseen. 
However, it was a dignity less objectimiable, on tbe occasion for which k 
was established. 

c 

In the interval which the truce of Amiens afforded me, I ventured an 
imprudent expedition, for which I was blaroed, and with reason: although 
it was in itself of .small importance. 

1 bad projected tbe recovery of St. Domingo, and my motives for doing 
«o were good. Tbe Allies bated France, and it was not expedient that sh'd 
should in a state of inaction during the peace. It was necessary that she 
ahould be always an object of fear*; to feed the curiosity of tbe idle, and 
Up have the army always in motion to keep it awake. I wished also to 
exercise the marine. I have only to add, that tlie expedition was veiy 
badly executed. 'Things always went badly where I was not present. 
However, in this affair, it would have come to tbe same end ; for it was 
easily to be seen, tliat the English ministry would break the truce, and if 
we bad reconquered St. Domingo, it would hare only beeu for it. 

[To be continued.] 
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Narrative of a Voyage to Hudson** Bay in His Majesty*s Ship Bosamond, 
containing tome Account of the North-Eastern Coast ofAmerkat and of 
the Tribes inhabiting ^kat remote Rrgton. By Lieutenant Eowa&d 
Cbapvell, R.N. London: J. Mawman, LudgatC'Street, 1818. 

npHE*'publication of this Volume under the sanction'of Dr. E. p. 

Clarke, is an Indisputable testimony ‘ of its merit—having bean 
himself a traveller, and one of the most learned’ and enlightened'of our 
modern investigators of this wonderful pldnet, assigned us for the present 
stage of our existence. 

There is, perhaps, no branch of literature that combines a greater 
portion of amusement with information, than the narratives and observa- 
tbns of travellers and navigators, and in proportion as they are endowed 
with sagacity to improve their opportimities of observatiop, by rational and 
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tcientific inference*, is the degree of interest MkJ instruction derWed 
from them. 

The character in which Mr. Chappell ?isiied the countries he describes, 
was not that of a professed traveller; discoveries were not the object of 
the vojrage; nor does it appear, that i^ the composition of his narrative 
■or Journal, he had any views beyond that of private gratiRcation in a 
customary duty—it is, however, a duty ingeniously performed, although, 
from the observation of his very respectable Editor on the letters wlfoh 
4iccompanied his communications to him on the snbjedt, the voyage itself 
was most reiuctaritly so. The expectations of the reader are therefore to 
be limited to what he cursorily spw, and* they trill be most agreeably 
gratified. Since the account given by,Mr. Hearne of the inhabitants of 
the IludsonVbay coast we have had none, and it is upwards of forty years 
since the publication of that. The fuiluwing extracts will prove Mr, 
Chappell to have been a close observer, and to be relied on as an accurate 
reporter of what he saw. 

After their departure from Orkney, the author observes, “ we never had 
^ night so dark as not to be able to read and write,** 

On the variation of the needle he observes• 

“ Since our departure from Stromness, the variation of the compass had 
been gradually increasing. We this dny allowed for a difference of four 
points westerly, between the magnetic and the true needle; whereas at 
Orkney there is only a difference of two p'lints and a IfelfJ or 28 degrees. 
Thus it continued increasing until we arrived within about 300 miles of the 
settlements in Hudson's ; when it decreases much ,morc suddenly; 
falling away, in that short distance, to half a point, or five degrees. West 
—this being the ascertained variation at York Factory. I should think 
that no subject could exhibit to an inquisitive mind a more astonishing 
matter of inquiry, than the singular phsnotnenon which I have just 
noticed. Can any thing be more surprising, than that the variation should 
increase but eighteen degrees, in a run of upwards of 2000 miles to the 
westward; and that it should then begin to turn; and, in the short run of 
300miles on the same course, that it should suddenly decrease 41 degrees? 
An ofiScer belonging to one of the Hudsons Bay ships attempted to 
account for this astonishing attraction of the needle, by supposing the 
Mntiguity of metallic mountains; but he could ssate no facts in support of 
his hypothesist and, although the interior uf the N.W. part of America 
has doubtless Been explored, and is evqn actually colonized, owing to the 
enterprising spirit of a Selkirk, yet I cannot learn that any inetainc moiiti* 
tains have been discovered, with a sufficient profusion of ore to cause such 
an aberration in the compass, and at so great a distance.”* * 

The enmity between the whale and the finneri is thus described. 

** Towards evening we were highly entertained with a combat between a 
whale and two or three of that species of fish called fiiiners. The fury 

* For an acepnte Table of the different degrees of variation, see Appendii (A), 
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with which they eng*se is surprising! The'inhale, slowly lifting up his 
enormous tail, Ids it suddenly fall on his opponents with a most tremen* 
(lous crash; thereby throwing^up foam to an amazing height. Although 
the fiiiiicrs have iuromparably tlie advantage in agility, yet in size and 
strength they fall hut little sliort of the smaller whales. The hnners 
derive their name from an immeitse fin, which they use with great effert 
in thrir attacks on the whale. Su nctimps they lift up this riicirmous fin, 
and- let it full upon their antagonist, in the manner of a thresher's flail; at 
other times, they pun their whole body perpendicularly nut of tlie water, 
exhibiting a beautiful view of their snow*white bellies'. In this position 
they have the singular power'of turning round; and thus they contrive to 
fail sideways on the whale, with a ^hock that may he heard at a considera¬ 
ble distance,’' 

4 

An inaccuracy in the Admiralty charts of the Greenland coast, is very 
properly adverted to by Mr. Chappell, and shonld be accordingly rec¬ 
tified : ^ 

Early in the morning, July 23d, we saw five Greenland ships, returninf^ 
to England from the whale-fishery; and shortly afterwards we perceived 
two ships* of war, in the N.W. iTjuarter. At noon we spoke with His 
Majesty’s ships the VictorioA and Horatio. Th^y had been to Davis’ 
Straits, for the purpose of protecting the whale-fishery; and the'former 
vessel exhited a melancholy proofof the ill effects likely to result from the ex¬ 
treme state of ignorance in which our best navigators are placed, relative to 
the exact situation of the Northern lands. The V'ictorious had struck on a 
rock, ill lat. pd*! 21'N. long. 53“ 47'W.; entirffly owing to the coast of 
Greenland having been laid down four drgrrss wrong in the Admirahy 
charts. The consequences likelj’ to result from the loss of n seventy-four- 
gun ship, in such a situation, may he easily imagined; allowing every man 
to have been safely conveyed on board the Horatio. The frigate must 
herself have been short of provisions nt the moment; and in what possible 
way could tiie captain have provided for the subsisiciico of neaily six huits 
dred people in addition to his own ship's company, in a pait of the world 
where he could not have formed the must distant hope offiCeivinga 
supply? Fortuimtciy, they were not destined to experience the horrors of 
so dreadful a situation; the Victorious was got nlT the rock again, without 
much difficulty: yet that her danger had been^nininent cgnnut he doubted, 
as she was obliged to get a topsail under her hottom; and at the time 
when wp^met with her, there were, some apprehensions that she might not 
reach England ni safety; the leak being so had, that the crew weie com¬ 
pelled ^to labour incessantly at the'pumps. The Uoralio of coursg 
fcmaiaed with her until she readied a tiriti Ji port.” 


[Jo be continued,] 



NAVAI. LITEUATVajE. 


m 


A Rephf to Jlfr. Vrgnhart*s Letter$ on ImprenmerA, with an Expmilion 
of the Jlf.al Cause of the DifUcuIties which have arisen in Procuring Men 
for the Navy in time of War; and Explanation of the Circum* 
stances which induced so many British Seamen to serve on board of Aweri- 
can Vessels during the lute War, Br ak Office* in the Navy.— 
1818. 

rriHE Letters to which this Pamphlet is a reply have been reviewetf i)y 
us in our Thirty*seventh Volume, pages 71, 153 and 337. The zeal 
of Mr. Urqahart ibr the abolition of impressment has led him into a very 
ample consideration of the suiiject, and his letterscoiitalo some very just 
observations. The author of the lep^y i^as however brought forward objec¬ 
tions to many parts of them, which we refer to the judgment of the reader 
unbiassed by any remarks of our own. As we have no doubt that the good 
of their country is the ultimate oltjects of the labours of both these gentle¬ 
men, we trust the labours of neither will be wholly lost. 

As altleply it consequently gives a view of the opposite side of the qnes- 
4ion, and on the sulject of naval discipline,&'c. the author says 

** In former times, men of family and interest were advanced to the rank 
of lieutenants and captains, and even tm the rank of admirals, before they 
had acquired any experience at sea, or had l^d an opportunity of attaining 
a knovfledge of the duties of cither the ufhrer or the seaman; many pf 
them were alike ignoraiil of tlie art of navigating their slups, or of preserv¬ 
ing order or discipline in them: the performance of those duties was in 
cnnscqiioiice cunli lcd to the masters and hist lieutenants, who, being at 
tfiat period, geui'rally selected from ninorig otbeers who ha8 been promoted 
from the station of piivate seamen, and who were bred in the mercantile 
service, the notion became prevaiciu and general, that the best seamen 
must necessarily be produced from that service. The officers so advanced, 
(from the iiicrcautile service) almost invariably proved themselves roughs 
unfeeling, hursh^ overbeoring, cruel, and even brutal, in their conduct 
Sowaids those who were subject to their authority; they had neither method 
nor system in their mode ui carrying on duty, nor in preserving order and 
discipline in their ships; every service was executed by main force, and 
by n species of violence which could not fail of exciting, in those wlio were 
subject to them, feelings of dread, of hatred, and of revenge. 

** The boatswains and their mates, who were invariably selected from 
the best regularly hted mercantile seamen, carried with them in those days 
a rattan, witliAvliicIi they heat and puidshed the crews at their,plcasure, 
and drove them before theti»witli almost as little feeling as a butcher drives 
his cattle. 'I'hus puiiishmriit became fircqueiit, and the young naval officer 
who at first shuddered at the sight of it, was, in process of time, hardened 
and familiarized to it; and ns he advanced in rank, he too often divested 
himself of his better feelings, and from the force of example and custom, 
(which be it rccojlcctcij, had been set him by mercantile seamen) and from 
M^hat he erroneously considered as a public duty, ho couiiiiiucd to permit 
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those petty tyrantSt ^he bostswains and their mates, to eiereise an aiitho* 
rfty with which they ought never to have been vested. Thus the prejudice 
wiliich has fur sO'many yeats existed amjtbng aathMS-egBinst serving in the 
nay^, owes its origin to ^e oppressive and tyi^umicul conduct of those 
officers (who had been promoted from the merchani's servidh; a description 
ofm^pt who have almost iu’ievery instantSga proved tlie^sejvds unejUalified to 
domnpiapd those who compel the crews of*his Majesly% ships and vessels 
in 4i0ie of war. Such was the odium brought oii tbd character of naval 
officers (by'the conduct of Aose officers), that, until within the last twenty 
yean,’’a ‘nava( officer could not appear in uniform lu any of oilr large seh* 
port trading townti, oriv?nr the 8hippin^*td the nvtr, without being insulted 
and abused. On the paying oiF of his Majesty's ships after ch^ first Atne* 
rican war, many boatswains aOd thnr mates, (who he it ever bortid iu mind, 
were v\V mercantile sedmeii) bad their cara cut Inf, and were otherwise 
maltreated by those who had been subject to their authority; and many 
other officeci were obliged to conceal themselves u> avoid and escape the 
insults they were threatened with, and anticipated, from those p|io bad 
been subject to tbeir orders. la 

'w During the last twenty years, but few seamen have been promoted to 
the iTinIc df lieotenaiats or captains, who were brought up in die mercantile 
service. His Majesty’s shij|ffi and vessels have been commanded and 
officered * by navy^bred officers, 'Who have made it their study to preserve 
oJider, and maintain discipline in them, without hating recourse to severity 
of punisbnMtit; and through their persevering and uulefBtigiible exertions, 
that olject hae been very generally attained. 

** Of bite yeste^ no Captain has permitted the boatswain or his mate, or 
any other officer, to strikeor punish any man, or in any way toilUtreattlieroj 
and the custom of starting, and of using abusive and irritating language, 
which was formerly so much practised, and whicli is yet practised m the 
American, and in all oilier ships of war, and even in the East India ships, 
has long been abolished in his Migesty's naval service; in whicli punish- 
roehts^hove been superseded by a watchfai attention, and an'anxious 
sokitude on the part of the captains And officers to promote the health, the 
comfort^ and even the happiness, of those wlio have been under tbeir 
command^ Corpareal piinidiments have been considerably less frequent in 
tlie navy pf^late years; and yiere never resorted to ciiceppng for offences, 
which, for the sake of «A(tmpfC|| would not admit of Any punisivnent less 
seWe'.** 


* • 

* *• yVhanevrt the term offirers is usedi it is meant to apply to the captaiua 
and lieutenants aafy, wliabe duly ii u lu work luid navigate our ships ol war, and 
■o promote order, preserve discipline, and to superqitend and direct everjf duly 
itut js AxeAuted in them, ' 
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has generally been more or less affected by its eruptions; and they think 
it probable, that on some of these occasions, a great part of it may have 
been shaken into the sea. 

4%Perhaps Malta is the only (ibontry in the world,*' says Mr. Brydonet 
where duelling is permitted by law. As their whole establishment is 
originally founded on the wild and romantic principles of chivalry, they 
have ever found it too inconsistent with those principles to abolisli duel> 
ling; but they have laid it under sncli restrictions as greatly to lessen its 
danger. These art curious enough. The duellists are obliged to decide 
their quarrel in one particular street of the city ; and if they presume to 
fight any where else, they ar9 liable iq the rigour of the law. 

But what is not Itss singular, but much more in their favour, they are 
obliged under the most severe penalties, to put up their swords when 
ordered to do so by a woman, a priest, or a hii^it. Under these limita¬ 
tions, in the midst of a great city, one would iiitugine it almost impossible 
that a duel could ever end in blood ; however, this is not tiie case : a cross 
is always painted opposite to the spot where a knight has been killed, in 
commemoration of his f:ill" Vide V'oN. viii. p. 121, and Voi. xxi. p. 
213, for other views and descriptions of Mplta. \ 

Such was the celebrated island,, and its knights of Malta, such its forli- 
firations, and we have only to look a little further into its history to be 
convinced of the ancient prowess of its knights—and yet with scnKcly an 
effort of resistance, did tlicy surrender their order and the island to the 
French under Buouaparte. 




Extract from Mrs. M^MuUaiis “ just published. 

W HEN war awake's the trumpet's martial tone, 

Then, rude Curunhia! is thy genius shown; 

Tliy thousand's issue from the dusky miiie. 

Like Dalicarlia's, dun but not supine ; 

Bound without pause to the tielligercnt field. 

And give fresh records to Britannia's shield. 


Devotna’s rustics rally at the sound. 

Leave tree haif-rell'd, the pluiigh-simrc on the ground: 
Each sister-county deems the cause her own, 

Her's the sole glory of the host o'erthrown. 

% The cities pour, from clouds of dark'ning smoke, 

'File triic-bt>rii heroes of ifie British Oak. * 

The iiset'iil aiti<ain, the clerk, the groom, 

• From engine, wherry, ceilait desk, and loom, 

Tn myriads hasten to the sea-girt sqpnnd, 

Shouting for Brunswick and their native Land ! 

Sons of the anvil and the broken spaile. 

Touch’d hy the sergeant, sport a gay cockade: 
y.Ciilous to close, wiicn war’s load echoes call, 

They live victorious, or triumpiiuni fall. 

The ports invite—the sons of Neptune hail— 

Peak llie sure anchor, and prepuie to sail; 
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Suntmon the landsman from his softer fare. 

Their junk, their biscuit, and their purse to share : 
Instruct to splice, to knot, to repf, to steer, 

To beat to qu-irters when the foe is«near, 

To poor the broadside, break ih* opposing line. 
And strew fresh tropliies on their Nelson’s shrine. 


Nor to inferior ranks this zeal confin’d, , 

It rouses, stimulates the higliest mind: 

Burns with a pure, a patriotre ilamc~, • 
The cause is nc^le—the effect^he same 
In peer, in peasant,' in the ruulteci dome. 

In ducal palace, mid in herdsman’s home. 

From classic hall, from academic grove, 

The student rushes, war s rough scenes to prove; 
Throws off the tgasor and the flowing gown, 

.For tented hclds forsakes the eider-down; 
licares Grecian lexicon and Roman lore 
To scan the famed epitofhe of Moore. 

His only aim to learn the compas/nuw. 

And know the larboard, from the starboard bow; 
His proud dexterity to throw the lead, 

And chalk most knots upon the capstan Iiead ; 
Whilst each exertion has a high reward. 

When he can set the royab, square the yard. 

The soldier’s wish a soldier’s toils to siiare, 

'Die sailor’s boast to outsail every care ! 

The pride of each that Britain e'er will be, 

Tlic Island Qneen, and Empress of the Sea 1 
Itemembrance glancing to scholastic page. 
Reviews the splendid names of every age ; 

Till boyish fancy grows confirm'd belief. 

He yet may triumph ns a British Chief. 

And whetlier field, or deck, receive the youth, 
His star is Honor—and bis helmet Truth. 


THE STOiyVI. 

(•From the Same.) 

• • 

THE curling wave ^gan to rise. 

As if to threat the fVdwning skies; 

The Sun declined with alter’d hue, 

The eve on stormy darkness flew ; 

The Moon coticenl’d her lucid orh, 
Dense clouds each cheering absorb, 

jgati. Cljron. Voi. XXXIX. 


u u 
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Loud raged the 5torm->—the rocking masC 
Felt the rude fury of the blast, 

Bent with a shiverM, fearful crash. 

While thunders roU and lightnings flash. 
Black boistVous waves the deck o'erwhelm. 
Wash the brave pilot from the helm. 
Fiercely besiege the vessel’s sides. 

That shatter’d on the billow rides. 

.Anc^now a chasm, deep and dark. 

Seems closing on the friendless bark; 

And now on rolling ninuntein thrown, 

From the dark preripicd look down, ^ 

As those whom pangs of death convulse. 
Strive to renew the doubtful pulse. 


The bursting clouds in torrents fell, 

Black whirlwinds like the demon’s yell, 
Despair sat hideous on the prow 
To mock the hopeless Ronald’s vow. 
Heavens, what a pliftige ! ’tis sure the last—> 
Death’s chon hand is in that blast ! 

No ! Ronald’s vesper pray’r had sped— 
Despair and all her demons fled. 


She rights—she rights ! th’ horizon’s brighter— 
Quick, ship the helm—the pumps work lighter* 
The storm’s decreasing—clear the wreck— 

Hope once more gleams upon the deck. 

Now, timid fair one ! wc may soon 
Hail starlight and a cloudless moon.” 

Thus spoke the sailor, and no sound 

Erst breathed from Heaven more welcome found. 


Day cheer’d the spent and toil-worn band— 

The watchman’s voice proclaim’d ** The Land ! ’ 
Which drooping eye-lids rise to meet' 

With silent joy ; in haste to greet 
The purple peak, the rising sun-t— 

It scent’d as life had^usb begun; 

As if the nerve, new.strung/or joy. 

Could feel no future ills annoy— 

It were as if redeem’d again, 

A spirit freed from Kbits’ chain. 

Had found the throne, and joined the choir. 
That tune in Heaven the golden lyre* 
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Copied verpatimfrom the Losdos Gazette* 

(from 1793 to 1798.) 

[Continued fr&in vol. xxiviii. page 497.] • 

ADMIRALTY'OFFrCK, MAY 6, 1794. • 

r^]piHE fallowing returns of tiio killed and wounded on lionrd liis Majest)^'* 
.m. ship Mclanipus, Captain 'rhomas Wells,* and Concorde, Captain Sir 
Richard John Stmchan,^Burt. in the enVagement with the French frigates on 
the 9Sd ult. have been received at this Office since the publication of the 
Extraordinary Gazette of»the &8th; rt:. 

Mtlampus ,— 1 officer (Mr. S. tl.C. Charol erlain, master), 3 seamen, and 
1 marine, killed ; 1 officer (Lieutenant John Campbelly of marines,} 3 sea¬ 
men, and 1 marine, wounded. 

Concorde, —1 seaman, killed ; 12 seamen, wounded. 

ADMXRALTY-0|rFirE, MAY IG, 1794. 

Captain Parker, late of his Majesty's sliip Blanche, arrived this morning 
with despatches from Vice-admiral Sir John Jervis, K.B. comniander-in. 
chief of his Majesty’s ships and vessels at Barbados and the Leeward 
Islands, to Mr. Stephens, dated Barrington-Bay (late Grand Ciil de Sac), 
St. Lucia, April 4, 1791, of which the following is an extracti¬ 
on the 29th and SOth of March, 1 directed such troops and artillery as 
the general thought necessary for the reduction of St. Lycia, to he em¬ 
barked oil board the ships of war, and copper-sheathed transports ; and on 
the 31st, at noon, 1 sailed with the squadron of his Majesty's ships under 
my command, and the day following landed the light infantry and grena¬ 
diers in the following order: Major-general Dundas, with a part of his 
corps, embarked on board the Soichay, Wmchelsea, and London trans¬ 
port, about three o'clock, at Ance de Becune, a little within Point du 
Cap, and one mile and a quarter distant from Gros Islet. 

This service was pcTt'ormed with neatness and precision, under the direc¬ 
tion of Lord Viscount Garlies, Captain Kelly being ill of a fever. The 
other part of Major general Duudas's corps embarked on boatd the Ven¬ 
geance, Irresistible, and Kattlcsnake, were landed in Choc Bay, by signal 
from the Boyne, at 5 o'clock ; and the corps of grenadiers, under the 
command of hl^ Royal Highness Prince Edwurd (embarked in the Santa 
Margaritta, Hose, and Woulw'icli), were landed under the judicious direc¬ 
tion of Captain Harvey, at Mnrigot dcs Roseaux*^ before sun-set; as were 
the corps of lig}it infantry embarked in ti»e Boyne and Veteran, under the 
cotnmand of Colonel Coote, near the Grand Cul de Sac, after liie\:lose of 
the day. * * 

In ranging (he coast to these dillcretft points of debarkation, tiie ships 
w'ere obliged to hug the shore, Ad rcceiveil many shot in their hulls, yards, 
sails, and rigging, from the numerous batteries along the coast, but hap¬ 
pily, though the ships were so^mucli crowded with inrii, not a drop of 
blond was spilt. 

The grenadiers and light infantry having carried all the out-posts and 
hatterie-i the inL'ht bel'ore last, wiih some los.-, on the part of the enemy, the 
geiicrut and myseil thought pioper to summons (he Murue FortuiiM to sur* 
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reti^der yesterday morning, to which an equivocal answer being returned, e 
disposition was made for landing the battalions of seamen frv>in the diderepjc 
ships, and the terms of surrender were instaiitly despatched, to which the 
garrison has acceded, and marched out at nine o’clock this morning, ground- 
iiig their arms at a place appoiuied for that purpo.se. 

I'be same spirit of enterprise, which inspired every breast in the reduc¬ 
tion of Martinique, has shone in full lustre here. 

i am much obliged to Captain Salisbury fur serving as a volunteer on 
board the Boyne upon this service, wb6se cfiiical pilot knowledge has been 
very useful. 

To Ctipta-n Phrker, the bearer of this despatch (who commanded in 
these seas with great reputation previous to my arrival), 1 beg leave to refer 
the luords CommissioiFers of the Admiralty for further particulars. 

ADMIRALTY-OIFICE, HAY 19, 1794. 

A despatch, addressed to Mr. Stephens (of vi^hich the following is a 
copy), was this day received from Vice-admiral Sir John Jervis, K.B. and 
comiiiniider-in-chief of hi& Majesty’s ships and vessels at Barbados and 
the Leeward Islands, dated Port a Pitre, Guadaloupc, the 13th of 
Apiil, 1794:— 

SIB, 

I desire you will acquaint the Lords CdnimiV&iuncrs of the Admiralty, 
that I sailed from St. Lucia on tite 5lh instant, and anchored with the 
squadron, transports, ordnance, stuieships, &c. in Fort Royal Bay, Mar¬ 
tinique, that evening. On the 8lh I proceeded with the ships as per uiar- 

f ’iti,* together with the necessary tianspurts with troops, ordnance, and 
lospital ships, aYid victuallers, for the reduction of Guadaloupe; and the 
following day. Captain Rogers, of the Quebec, ha\ ing under his command 
the Ceres, Blai)che, and Rose, was desfiatched to take possession of lev 
Isles dcs Saints, which he cfl'ccted without any loss at three A.M. on the 
10th, on which day 1 anchored here; and at one o’clock the next mhriiing, 
the grenadiers from the Woolwicli and Experiment, one company of the 
43d regiment, fifty marines, and forty seamen, made good their landing in 
the Alice dc Gusier, under cover of the Winchclsca. Captain Lord 
Viscount Gurliesaerjuitted himself with great address and spirit on the 
occasion, dlthougli he received a bad contusion fioin the fire of a battery 
against wliich he placed his ship in the good old way, within lialf-musket 
shot; he wus tiic single person wounded cither of the army or navy. At 
day-hreak of the 12tli tlie fort of La Fleur d’Epee was carried by a.'>saiilr, 
wild the greatest part of the garrison were put to the swoid : a fetv brave 
seamen were dniigcroiibly wounded in this gallant action. Fort St. I.<>uis, 
the town of Point ii Pitre, and the new baiU. y upon Islet u Couchon, were 
soon afterwards abandoned, and many of tiie iiihahituiits escaped in boats 
to Basselerrc, before thii Ceres and two gtm-hoacs couhl get into llo 
careiiage to prevent them, notwithstanding the nUrtness and precision with 
which C3>iptaiii Iiicledoii executed tiieorrlcrs 1 sent him by Captain Grcy.^ 
The ardour of tife othecr, solclici, tnid seaman sanuounts every 
didiculty. * * 

The small number of troops ilic GeiieraJ-Sir Chailcs Grty was under the 
mcessity of leaving lO parrison Martinique itiduceil me to order C^uiitiio- 
dore Thompson to reinaiii there, with th^il’engeaiicc, to co-upei'ute vtiih 


* Bovne, Irrcs/slibJe, Veteran, VVniiheJsea, Sukbuy, Quebec, Crrc.^, £laiidie. 
Rose, Woulnkh, Expciimciit, and Roebuck. 




LCTTE^ ON a£EVlC£. 




Ifieotenant'general Prescott, in establishing order and good govennnent in 
the island, for'the preservation of the conquest, and to execute many other 
duties ess^tial for the weal of bis Majesty’s service. 

I am, Sir^ &c. &c. &c* 



An Account of the Killed and Wounded belonging to the Ships nf the 
Si/undron under wy Command on the 12lh April, 1794, at the Storm^ 
ing of Fort La Fleur cCEpie. 

Boyne.-^Mr. George R8e Port, midshipman, and 9 seamen, wounded. 
H/t/ncAr.—Mr. Ilobert Colquhoun, midshipman, and 2 seamen, wounded. 


Total.—13. 


fervid 


admiralty-office, may 21, 1794. 

Captain Nugent arrived yesterday with a letter from Vice-a#lmiral Sir 
.Tahn .Tervis, K.B. enmmander-in-chief 6f his Majesty’s ships and vessels at 
Barbadoes and the Leeward Islands, dated Boyne, Basseterre, Guadaloupe, 
April ^3, 1794, addressed to Mr. Stephens, of which the following is an 
extract;— 

On the 14th instant, the Quebec, Winchelsea, Blanche, Experiment, 
Woolwich, and three gun-boats, with two divisions of the array, under the 
command of Prince Kdwurd and Colonel Symes, in transports, were 
ordered to aiiclnir under Islet haiit dc Fregatte, and the troops were landed 
that niglit and the following morning at Petit Bourg. On the same day, 
the Irresistible, Veteran, Assurance, Santa Margarita, and two gnn-boats, 
were detached with a corps under the command of Major-general Dundas, 
and an army hospital-ship and victuallers, to the road of liailiil', near the 
town of Basseterre, and the day afterwards 1 followed in the Boyne, 
accompanied hy the Inspector and Bull Dog sloops, some ai niy victuallers, 
and two hospital ships, and was joined hy the '1 erpsichore- and Zebra sloop, 
and two gun-boats, olfles T.slc%des S.'^'nis, in the afternoon; wIkii, per¬ 
ceiving that the troops had not reac hed 'I'rois Rivieres, 1 stood off and on 
between that anchorage and the Saints ilnriiig the night; and on the riiorii- 
ing of the 17th, being joined by the Winrlielsca, and an ordnance store- 
ship, I ordered Captain Lord Garlics to take under his command the 
above-mentioned sloops of war, gnn-boats, the victuallers, hospital-ships, 
and ordnance store-ships, and to anchor at Trois Rivieres, which he pi-r- 
formed with kis usual promptitude; and I then proceeded in the Boyne to 
tlie Road of Bailiff, wherej anciiored bel'oio sunset, and received a very 
satisfactory report from Captain liciiry, of the dcharkaiion and progress of 
Major-general Dundas's corps. Perceiving, as I passed Bassc(crr^, some 
movements amongst the sliippiTig that indicated a design to esrupc in the 
night, and a few people bugjjun the batteries between that .owd and the 
road of Bailiff, 1 sent Capta^r Grey, with a detachment of marines, to 
disable the guns in the batteries, and tlie boats of the other ships to inter¬ 
cept any thing atteiiipiing to go out. ljuon after sunset some incendiaries, 
who had plundered the town, set it on fire, and got off in an armed 
schooner. Mual of the other vessels were brought into the road of Bailiff 
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I>y the boats ; among them the Guadaloupe Republican sloop of 
war. “ 

I have now the greatest satisfaction in informing you of the entire redac¬ 
tion of the Frenclffislands in those seas; the post of the Palmiste was car¬ 
ried by the divisions of IVince Edward and Colonel Svnies, under the com¬ 
mand of Gencial Sir Charles Grey; and that of Morne Howel, by the corps 
'Of Major-general DuiiHns, was carried helorc day-breft on the 20th, when 
General Cnllut immediately surrendered I'u» Charles upon terms r>f honour 
to himself and garrison. Lord Garlies, in tm: Winehelseu, wiih three flank 
companies of the Sdth regiment, wilt proceed this evening to Mariegalante, 
to receive the submission of that island, ns coininaiided by General Collot; 
from thence he will go with a small detachment to Desirada for the like 
purpose. 

The unabated exertions of the officers and seamen under my command 
will never be surpassed ; they kept constant pace with the efforts of the 
troops, and, thus united, no difficulty or danger iarrested their career of 
glory for an instant. From the gcnei a! and other officers of the army, with 
whom 1 had frer|ucnt occasions to transact business, 1 never experienced an 
unpleasant item; and I found in Colonel Syiiies, the quarter-inaster- 
geiieral, resouices, zeal, and ability superior to every obstacle wbicb 
presented. 

Captain Nugent, who carries this despatch, will recite many parts of the 
detail, w^ich, in the various operations I h!,d to concert, have escaped^ my 
memory. He served with the mc-al hnttaliuns at Martinique, St. Lucia, 
and ill this island, and was present at many of the tiiusi important strokes. 

Rear*adiniral Kiiigsmill, in his letter to Mr. Stephens, dated Cork, the 
17th instant, gives an account of the arrival of Captain Busies, of his 
Majesty’s ship Swiftsiire, with the French frigate I'Atalante, of 38 guns, 
and 274 men, cominaiidrd by Mons. Linois, which he captured the 7tb 
instant, after a-chase of thirty-nine hours. 

Tlie Swiftsure hud one man killed by a random shot; the frigate, 10 men 
killed, and 32 wounded. 

WIIITEHAIX, MAY 27, 1794. 

A letter (of which the following is an extract) «as this day received 
by Mr. Secretary Duiidas from Vice-admiral Lord Hood, dated Victory, 

Biastia, April 25, 1794:— 

Bastia still holds out, although our batt^ies have had a powerful effect. 
A suigeoii, who came out of the town, reports the enemy to have lust a 
great number of men, and that tlitre were then in the hospital near 300. 
Our loss has been inconsiderable, as the inclosed returns will shew. 

Return of Troops Killed and Wounded since hinding at Pictra Nera. 

Rm/al Aflillery,—^ wounded. 

i\ih Regiment. —1 killed, 

25th Ditto.—1 btilcri. 

SO/A Ditto.—S wourided. 

69/A‘Di//tf.—2 wounded. 

Marines.—^ wounded.—Total, 2 killed,^' 12 wounded. 

Captain Clark, of the 69tlj regiment, iM|||nded, exclusive of the above. 

(Signed) tJ^. 

Lieutenant-colonel, cnmninnding troops 
before Bastia. 



utters Qtf SERVICE. SSk 

ftelurn of Killed and Wounded Seamen between the ith and 25ih of April. • 

Ficlor^.—rkilled, t wounded. 

Windiar Catlle.-^i wounded. 

Fortitude ,—1 killed, 1 wounded. ... , 

A^umentnon^b wounded.— Total, 2 killed, 9 wounded. • 



Campf April 25, 1794. 


ADMIRALTY-OFFICE,*.'.UNE 7, 1794. 

The following is nn cSitract of a letter from William Paiker, Esq, captain 
of his IVIa)estv’s ship Audacious, to Mr. Stephens, dated in Plymouth 
Sound, on the Sd instant:— 

1 liavc the honour to acquaint you, for their Lordships^ information, 
that, on the 2Bth ult. in the moriiinc;, about eight o’clock, his Majesty’s 
fleet, under the command of the Karl Flowe, then in the latitude 47°33'N. 
lonuitude f4° 10' W. got sight^f tliat of the enemy. ^ 

The wind blew strong from the soutl^ward, and the enemy’s fleet directly 
to windward. 

Every thing was done by his Majesty’s fleet, per signals from the Earl 
Ilowe'f preserving them in order) to get up with the enemy, who appeared 
to be fnrniing in order of battle. But, as I apprebenddiis Lordship con¬ 
sidered their cniiduci began rather to indicate an intention of avoiding a 
general action, at fifty>ilve minutes after one o’clock he directed a general 
chase. * 

It was just becoming dark when Ids Majesty’s ship under my command 
arrived up with the rear ship of the enemy’s line. I immediately com. 
inencud a very close action, which continued near two hours without inters 
mission, never exceeding the distance of half a cable’s length, but generally 
closer, and several limes in the utinusi difliculty to prevent falling on board, 
which, as his last effort to appearance, at aliout ten o’clock he attempted 
to effect. At this time his mizen-mast was gone by the board, bis lower 
yards and inain-top-.snil yard shot away; ins forc-top-sail being full 
(though flying out from the top-sail yard, the siieets being shot away), he 
fell athwart our bows, hut we separated without being entangled any time. 
He then directed bis course before tiic wind, and, to appearance, passed 
through or close a stern of the ships in the rear of our line. 

When tl»e enemy separated from athwart our bows, the company of his 
Majesty’s ship under niy command gave three cheers, from the idea, taken 
from the people quartered forward, that his colours were struck. This I 
^ cannot niyscjf take upon me to say, though 1 thiiik it likely, from his 
situation obliging him to p^ss through or near our iin# but certain it is he 
was completely beaten : Ins fire ^acl^rned towards the latter pa(t ofthe 
action, and the last broad.side (the slops' side.s almost touching each other) 
be sustained without returnin^iore tlian the fire of two or three guns. 

Ills Majesty’s ship under i|^ coinmand, at the time we separated, lay 
with her topsails a-bark (eve* brace, bowling, most ef her standing, and 
ail her runtiing rigging shoe away), in nn unmanageable state. It was some 
time before 1 could get her to wear, lo run to Icewnnl from the French line, 
under cover of our own ships, which, by what 1 could judge by their lights, 
were all pretty well up, aud tulerably formed. 
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This bein^ effected, I turned all hands to the repairing our damages, to 
get into readiness, (if {.wssible) to resume our station at day light. 

The rear of the French line liad been engaged at a distance by Rear* 
adoiirai Pasley's division, and soinc other ships that did not fetch so far to 
windward, a cnnslderahie time before I arrived up witli them; and this 
very sliip was engaged by one of bis Majesty’s ships, at some distance to 
leeward, the time I did. 

The night being very dark, I could form but little judgment of the 
situation of our fleet with respect to the French in point of distance, other 
than, not bearingyiny firing after our own ceased, I concluded they were 
scarcely far enough to windward. 

Soon after daylight the next morning, to our utmost chagrin and 
astonishment, we discovered nine sail of the enemy’s ships about three, 
miles to windward. 

The Audacious then, with her standing rigging but very indiflerentiy 
scoppered, her foresail and topsails unbent, mnin.')o[)-sail in the tup in the 
act of bending, we put before the wind, with the main and fore-tup-mast 
stay-sails tmly, ill set, from the stays being shut away t but it being hazy, 
with rain, and soon becoming thick, we, fur a time, were covered from 
their view, and before, as I apprehend, they had formed a judgment o*' 
what we were. 

The greatest exertion was used by every officer and man in the ship to 
get the other foresail and mnin-top-sail ben?. The fore-top-mast being so 
badly wounded, the fore-top-saii v>as of but little moment; however the 
people brought the damaged sail to llie yard again, though it could not be 
hoisted; hut, before we got the foresail and inaiii-top-sail set, the haze 
cleared off, and we soon discovered ourselves to be chased by two of the 
enemy's ships. At this period we saw the ship we had engaged wiihont 
any mast standing, and passed her at about a mile and a half distance. 
The ships coming up with us very fast, our situation became very ulanuing, 
until we got die main-top-gallant-sail, main-topmast, and top-gallaiit- 
stiidding sails set, when it was judged we nearly preserved our distance. 
However, from the foremast being in a tolerable state of security, at half 
past nine we were about setting a lower studding-sail, when ilirce sail, that 
had been discovered to the eastward some time before, (viz. Two ships and 
a'brig), coming pretty near us, hoisted French colours. 

The state of our masts did not admit of making alteration in our course; 
they observing our shattered state, and two ships ii> chase of us, stood 
athwart us boldly within Are, and shot were exchanged ; the one a large 
frigate, and the other two corvettes; but as we had so much sail nut, they 
fell astern for a considerable time; at length the frigate came within shot 
of us again, and harassed us, by a distant cannonade upon tlie quarter, 
upwards of an hour, but without doing us any material injury, we only 
firing some of our after-guns upon each deck at her. She was observed to 
make a signal to the ships astern, and soon after, viz. about half past twelve 
o'clock, with the two corvettes, hauled her wind, and, by its coming hazy,HI 
the whole were soou^out of sight. 

Having been cliawd -tweniy-foiir leagues directly to leeward, and the 
crippled state of the bowsprit being such as judged impossible to’ftand > 
if the ship was hauled to the wind, I considered the endeavouring to And 
the fleet again might put his niajesty’fi ship (in her defective state) ti» too 
much risk, and therefore judged it must s4vantageous fur the service t,o 
proceed to port without loss of time to refit; which I hope may meet with 
their l.(irdships’ approbation. 

I must tieg you will be pleased to represent to their Loidsliips, that thj» . 
conduct of the lieutenants of his Majesty's ship under coiiunand during 
the action merits all the praise 1 can bestow upou them; as also that.of 
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licutenAnt Crofton, qf the 69ih regiment, whose alertness and Activity 
with hitmen at'Sinall arms, in supportini: the seamen armed to defend the 
boarding (which occurred twice during the action), gave me perfect aatis^ 
faction. 4 

The conduct of my ship^s company, alsct that of the soldiers of the (i 9 tli 
regiment, exceeded every possible expectation ; in fact, the whole ot the 
officers and men, iti their different departments, behaved in a most exein* 
piary manner. 

It is ivomlerful, after such an action, that I have the happiness to eay 
the whole number killed and wounded arc but t< 4 enty>two ; tJiree were 
killed on the spot, one died soon after, and the lit^ of two iiiore is 
despaired of. 

The captain and some of the officers of a, French coirvette, which we 
took possession of and burnt a fewVaoriiings Itefure, by the Earl Howe's 
order, viewed the slop we had engaged vliile passing her in the niuniiiig, 
and were of opinion ^le is called La Revoiuiioiuuiire, furinerly the 
Bretagne. 

In case their Luidships sliould have any inquiries to make further, I have 
despatched Lieutenant Joseph Bingham, niy senior luMitenant on board, 
with the charge of this letter, wlio is a very excellent ofticer, and an 
intelligent young man, and, 1 trust, capable of giving every requisite 
information. 

tTo *be continued.] .. 


NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR 1818 . 

( March—-April.) 

RETROSPECTIVE AND MfSCEI^LANEdUS. 

fT^IIE hostilities of the Southern Hemisphere still exist, with no prospect 
of cessation. A struggle for independence carries with it an influ* 
ence so generally prevailing, that it is scarcely in the nature of niiiiikinti to 
opptise it, excepting those from whose duiiiinion it must be obtained. But 
with this neutral incliiiaiioii in oilier countries, it sreins no more than just 
that they should pass unmolested througli the contest; yet such is the 
nature of these conieiitiaiis, they involve all who come w iiliin their vortex, 
as real or suspected enemies, and occasion great inconvenience, if not 
positive loss, as will tie seen in the two foliowintr instances 

A letter has just been received from the master of tlie Hydra whaler, 
Captain Russel, dated at Lima, where she arrived on the 6 tli of November# 
g|t appears by this letter, that on the loth of October, wfiiKt at 'runibez 
procuring refreshments, the Hydra was'boarded by two private armed 
vessel^ both of Lima; namely, the Tygra, of 34 gun^ and the Cleopatra, of 
93 guns, which, atlcr overhauling her, add finding nothing to justify rfeten* 
tion, were on the point of proceeding to sen; but this was prevented by two 
of her crew giving false information, that there were contraband goods on 
board, for which reason those two vessels took possession of her on the 
lith, and ordered her to Lima for investigation. She accordingly sailed 
fdr that place on tlie fuliowing day, and on lier arrival there, a minute 
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inspecyon of the cargo took place, but without producing any discovery 
in (he way alleged. On the 9th of Novonber, Comodora Bowles arrived 
at Limn, in his Majesty’s ship Amphiuni and on learning the circumstances 
of the case, he exerted his influence for the restoration of the vessel, which 
was expected to be immediate.. The names of the base informersTire Ro¬ 
bert Main, of Plymslock, and Joseph Kellon, of Ycalm, who, having been 
detected os the ringleaders in-a mutiny, when off Cape Horn, and punished, 
Were instigated by motives^f revenge to invent what tliey themselves knew 
to be a vile faUphood. The untimely seizures caused by these men, is 
much to be lamented, as the Hydra had taken oil more expeditiously than 
any other vessel^n tl<e coast, having at the period of deteqtion 600 barrels, 
though little more than eight months had elapsed since her leaving 
Plymouth. 

Captain Russel mentions the arrival of the Cdlintcss of Morley, Captain 
Best, Bt^ma, with 1800 barrels of Oil. This ship was the first fitted out 
fur the Southern Whale Fishery, at Plymouth*l)ock, and having hand¬ 
somely performed the object of her voyage, may be Soon expected to return 
to England. 

Extract of a letter from Pernambuco, dated December 31,1818. 

We arrived hei^ safe this day, without any thing material occurring 
since 1 wrote froinTeiieriffe, except that the day following we wer^brought* 
to by one of the cruisers under the Buenos Ayres flag, which created no 
little bustle on' board. T^jb Captain and men determined he should not 
board us unresisted; the men were consequently ordered to quarters, our 
small arms har:ded up aod loaded, os well as our two great guns; the Cep* 
taiu mounted his bit of uniform (ftiue) and sword; and the mail was 
brought upon deck and shotted. When the cruiser came within hail, her 
Captain said he should come on board ; our Captain replied, that if lie 
Idid, he should siok the mail and despatches; iiotwithslunding which he 
came alongside, but unarmed, and very politely told us he would not come 
on board without permission. Ou his coming on board, I immediately 
recognised the celebrated Captain Taylor, whom Brown, of the Ben Lo¬ 
mond, succeeded as Commodore, and who has now succeeded Brown, 
lie has 14 vessels under his command, with orders, he solemnly assured 
inr, to cruiic against Spaniards only. He complained bitterly against 
a parcel'^f American buccaneers, who are committing all sorts of piracies, 
under the assumption of the Buenos Ayres flag. He liad been a mon^ 
from the Gulf of Mexico, since when he had destroyed 27 vessels, and tiV 
now sc’ouring theCanaries, one town of whicji he had bombarded that day, 
fur refusing him water. He gav^ us., a rensonahle supply of whited-sugars, 
and f?ie two large canisters of Spanish snuff; and if we would have gone 
round Teneriffe with him, he would have given us a pipe ofMalaga, from 
a prize whicli he had in that quarter." 

The last letters and papers from Quebec state, that considerable asto> 
nishnient was excited in Canada, at the military preparations in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, under the direction of the Guverumeiit of the Uniied Sutes* 
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KBVT AT'TBB 0 BIIB*VAT 0 HT Off TBB SATAI* ACA 0 EMT, GOSPORT, 

JVvw AfwwA th€ QOihf to jApril the OOth^ 1818 . 


Winds, 


JHar. 21 W.S.W. toW. 

sss w. 

23 SJP. l« W. 

24 W. 

25 N.N.W. to W. 
26 'S.S.W. to N.N.W 

27 N N.W. i» N. 

28 £. bj S. to S. 

29 S. 'o S.P.. 

30 S. to W.S.W. 
SI N.E. to £. 


RAROHeTliR. THI HMilMg TBIt E„b. |(tain 

I j mm h inln. inl*. 

\Iin Mi'd.‘Mnx. Vim. Med, itc. lAc. , 


April 1 
2 
3 


Max. Min Mi'd. ’ Max. 

III. In. In. j o 
29-9{) 89*81 29*8.55 .53 

29*63 29*69 29*680; 56 

29-38 29*24 89*410 5« 

29-73 29*58 29*665; .5(f 
29-80 29*48 89*640 3l> 

29- 4l>'.'9*19 29*;140 33 

* 30*20 29*91 30-035 .50 

30- 2J 30*18 30-195, Si 

30*10 30*02 30*060 56 

30-20 30*10 ;>0* 130 38 

8')*26 30*18 30-220. 50 

30* 18 30*07 30*09.3 50 

30-1.5 30*12 .30* 135 .50 

30*24 30* 

.30*24 . 


41* 47* ‘06 

46 .51 *17 O 

38 45 *30 .15 • 

36 43 **4 

35 4sf5 - — 

31 48 *20 *34 

38# 44 ■“**■•■“ — 

40 45*5 - '06 

40 rf --C 

38 48 *01 . 


36 4j 


- -06 

--c 

- *01 . 

•56 *02 


45 I - 
4.5 
40*.5|jl* 
42 - 


NE. 

E. tn N.E. 
N.E. 

N.E. to S.E. 

S.E. to S. 
W.S.\V. to W. 
E. to S.W. 

S. to S.W. 
S.W. to W. 

* S.W. to S. 

S« to N. 

N. to N.W. 
S. 

S S.E. lo S. 

S E. to E. 

li. to s.t:. 
£. te E.N.E. 
£• to E.N.E, 
E.N.E. 

E. to S.S.E. 


The oliscrrutions in each line of this tahlc arc lor a period of 84 iiourst be* 
i>tiining at 8 

|Ii6VLTS. 

Ii;cbrs, 

„ < IVIaxiiRnm.. 30 26 March Stsf, Wind N.E. 

B4ROXIETER ^Minimum.. 29 1.5 April ]7th, Uitlu E.N.E. 



„ < IVIaxiiRnni.. 30 26 March Stsf, Wind ^ 

B 4 ROXIETER ^Minimum.. 29 15 April ]7th, Uitlu £ 

Range of liic Mercury .... J-ll 
JVlcanharouK-trical presxore 29‘720 
(^-alesl variation in 24 hours -74 
Sjmees dcicnhed h^v the rix- 3 g.gg • 

ntg'nnd l.tliiiig ot the nier. ^ 

Number of Changes. 2$ 

; Ma.\iiiiiitn.. 63’ .April l^ih. Wind E. N. £. 
iiiEnMOMETER » jj,, 3 j a lliiiu 12iii, Ditto N. 

Range .... 52 

Ale.iii teniperuturu ol the At- 3 ,j.g .3 

itt'i'-pltere.) 

(ireatest variaiinn in 24 lioars 24 

I'.v.i{xoralion during the period 4-.3.» Incites. 

Rain, and hail. ditto. 2-46 Do. 

I’levBiling Winds, £us> and We^t. 

*' A Sen/e of the prevaUlnff Winds. 
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REIHARKS ON THE WEA||IER, &c. 

MAKCv^lt A grey mornine, nnd much dew on the frMe till 9 A.M. 
then cumuli and eirruB^ with a brisk gain from the W^W.: P.M. cirro- 
cumuli^ followed by nimbi and rain. 

A.M. sunshine, with cirrus, cumulus, and a moderate gafe from 
the west: at S P.M. a solar halo, succeeded by rain, and a heavy equinoc* 
tiligale from the S.W. through the night. 

* 03. A.M. rain, nnd a continuation of the gale from the aamc quartert 
with increased force, by whicli a boat was upset in the harbour, and two 
men drowned : P.M. sunshine, with cirri, cirrostrati, and a brisk wind. 

24. 4>M. sunshine, with cumuli, cirrtalratus, and cirrus: in the after* 
noon large crowned nimbi, .vith shqwers of bail and rain : a clear sky 
after sun-set. 

A.M. as the preceding: P.M. cumuiostratits and a few drops, and 
in all quarters near the horizon, overhanging cumUli, which at suit>sec jvere 
tinged with dark blue, orange, red, and a hike colour. 

26. Steady rain till 10 A M , then sunshine and showers: cumulostratus 
and a brisk gale from the N.W. till sun-set: a cloudy night. 

27* A slight frost, and a rising barometer—a hne day with cumuli: 
the sun set red behiml Ci/TMS and stieaked virrostraii, which wire richly 
tinged with prisiauiiccuiums—a blush on .the twilight, and .m obscuration 
aicer'wa’rds. 

£8- A thick mist from 7 till 8 A.M., when the wind veered to the 
«oui!i, followed by light rain through the day and night. . 

9iQ. Qverrast till 11 A.M., tlien sun^hlne, curiuih, and a refreshing 
breeze: P-M tine, witlt ci/T|g:u/nu/as and attenuated cirrostratus. 

30. A.M- sunsliine, with lim-ur cirri, cirrocuinuli and opposite currents 
of wind, the upper one from the : P.M. an overcast sky, and light rain. 

31 A.M. fine, with cirrost: at us, and a siroug breeze from ilie N.E.: 
P.M. light showers ot ram at intervals. 

Avail. 1* A fine day, with cirros'rali and cumulo Iruli, and an uncom* 
innn drying gale from the N.K.: a clenc starlight ni::h(. 

2. As the preceding, with the addition of linear cirrus, and an increased 
strength in the gale atcer sun-set. 

3. As the preceding: a luiiimous twilight, .nnd light red cirri, passing 
slowly to the westward. The N.E. wind has been so diyiitg, that a per¬ 
pendicular inch of water has evaporated during the Iasi tine* day-, which 
is only .j.^Q.th short of the quaiuity that cvapuiaied iii tlie three hottest 
d.i_>s hisi suiniiier, u'heii the iiiaxiinuoi temperature was between 80 and 
00 degrees. 

4. A"iM. as the precftling, and a change of wind to the S.E.—the 

early budding drooping and looking rusty: P.Al. a clear sky. ^ 

p. A*M as the preceding, aiid a sinking barometer; ihe clouds ^in¬ 
creasing 111 the aftferix'jon: at 8 P.M- cirrostratus sweeping the ground, 
wlwch, has now a dusty surf.ice. jgt 

6, A M. nimbi, light rain, and a strong gale from the W.S.W. P.M. 
cin'us apd. cumulostratus, 

7> Steady ram through ihc dqy, and squally at night. 

8. A.M. a mixture of cirroitrutt/ts and cirrocutiuUus: P.M. rain and 
wind. 

<). Ram till 10 A.M- then fin^, with cirrostratus, and a brisk gnle from 
the W.S.NV. through the r|;iy and night. 

10. A succession of nimbi ip au obscure sky, with showers and a 
close air. 
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11* Showers of hail apt! rain, and intervals of sunshine, with various 
tnudificatiuns i(f cl(iad<«; ti 8 P.M. a brisk gale came on from the north. 

A slight frost before sun rise, and a clear sk^ till Q A.M.; after* 
wards fine, with cumuli in all quarters: in the ofterneon cumulostratust 
and a dash of rain; a clear inoonlit'ht night. • 

13. Hoar frost and ice early, and a fine solar halo from 8 A.M. till 5 
F.M.: a Faint moonlight, and several small lunar halos through the nig^t. 

14. A little dew, and a transparent atmosphere till 8 A.M., then sqm- 

merlikecloads: »lunar halo 47® in horizontal diameter to the outside' 
of the colours, from 7 till midnight. , 

Id. A copious Fall of dew; this is the second morning that a dense 
cirroBlratus has swept the ground, and been carried off by a S.E. wind, 
which prevailed over rhnt from the ^W.—H* fine sunny day, with linear 
and arched bands oF cirrus: a large toiwir halo from Still 11 P.M., the 
atmosphere within the circle of a dork appearance. 

16 . The sky shrouded with eirrorumulus and undulated cirrostralm 
till 4 P.M., when a steady and refreshing rain came on for two hours, os 
much dust had risen from the ground in the day: the night cloudy at, 
intervals. 

17- Overcast, calm, and cIo«.e till 11 A.M.; at 1 P.M. a double solar 
halo, the interior ring and the exterior 7^® in perpendicular dia¬ 
meter to tlie outside of the cokiurs: they were Fonnen on, or^ reflected 
from a large loFty parsing bed oi cirrocujfmlus from the east, and remained 
pertect while this modificatioii continued in the vicinity of the sun: tlie 
aFteriioon fine, with cumuli and cumulostruius, and a brisk gale from the 

18. A.M. as the preceding: P.M. sunsliipe, and a cdiitinuation of the 
gale From the same quarter. 

19* A siiiuiy day, with cirri and cirrostrati^ which sunniet passed 
through several tints; a char night; the moon’s disc at first »f a brass, 
and tiien oF a silver colour. 

20. A.M lofty cirtus, low cumuli, and two currents of wind: at 4 P.M. 
an overcast sky, and light rain at intervals From 8 till ten minutes past 11, 
which, with the interposition oF clouds, prevented our seeing the begiiiniug 
of Che eclipse ; but in a citTOKfrafus cloud that was passing slowly to the 
eastward, there were severni nperturcs ihrongli which the eclipse was 
dittiiicily s^i for a Few second.*!, and thiniigh one of iliese openings, at 
45 minutes^st 12, iienrly one-thiid oF the monn’.s disc behind the earth's 
shadow was well defined hv the naked eye, and interspersed with a dark 
crimson col.mr, while a hglit red narrow crescent, wliich bounded her 
southern limb, was also seen through the shadow. As the night was 
unfavourable For g* neral observations, and but Few persons (Hsposed to 
watch the celip«>e, we linvo thouitlil proper to make this remarir, upon a 
supposition lliHt such an nppearnnee is produced by the moon’s attenuated 
*utinuspiierc (if,any exist); For,in a clear Frosty night, when the noiiillu- 
niiiiated part of her disc is best defined, the dark crimson cofour and 
^ht red rim do not appear, the whole of the opaque part resembling 
iRutctl iron just deprived of its fiery hue, or a Ferruginous sutistance. At 
the close of the eclipse, there ifas another Faint break in the cloud, vvhich 
enabled US to determine that tlic earth's shadow cleared the moon’s 
soiiilierti limb within a lew seconds of 27 minutes past 1 A.M., apparent 
Cline at Gospoit, by a wuicli regulated For tlie purpose. 

EanATA.—Page SCI of the last Number, line 13, for polar reat/solar; 
and in the following page, line &, for shouts rmd shoaers. 
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Diomtfiow bbR 9ppoiitntttnt0. 

Admirals, Captains, &c. appointed. 

JUar-admiral Lord Amelias Beauclerk, is appointed Commander*io'chief 
and Governor of Newfoundland and its dependencies 

Cafitaiu James Wallis, is appointed to act ns captain orH.M.S. Con* . 
qneror, vice Dacre, invalided on account of ill health; Captain Brine, 
to the Racoon; Hen. Captain Ross, to the Mosquito; Captain John Bow¬ 
ser, of Sir Francis Drake, inconsequence of the death of Vice* 

Admiral Pickmorc, being the senior officer at Newfoundland, was sworn 
in, on the 4tlt of March, at governor aud commander-iii'^ief of 
colony. ^ * 

Captain Charles B. Itoss, is appointed commissioner and comnianderdn* 
chief on the Lakes in Canada. 

Captain Lumley, to the command of the Topeze^ destined for the East 
India statioo. 

Uuo. Henry Duncan, to the Liffisy; Francis Stan fell, to the Conqueror ; 
(ilag-filiip of Admiral Piainplin, commander-in-chief at St. Helena) Captain 
G. Dillon, to the Phaeton; Lieut. Cuirnes, 1st lieutenant of the Conqueror, 
Admiral Plamptin, is appointed to act as captain of the Podargus; Captain 
Alexander Montgomery, to the Confiance. 

.Captain<.William Walpole, to the Curlew;'John Gore, (a) to the Dota* 
rell; Henry Shiffner, to tlie Drake*. F. E. Locii, to the l^en; W. R. A. 
Pittman, to theFerrett; Henry Forbes, to the Grasshopper; A. B. Branch, 
CO the Harlequin; J. II. Plumridge, to the Sappho; W. T. Wise, lo the 
Spartan; J. & White, to the Spey; George Rennie, to the Tees. 

Lieutenants appointed. 

Lieutenant Ciyppage, of the Conqueror, to the Island of Ascension; 
Charles D. Acklaiid, to the Albioit; W. £. Parry, to the Alexander dis¬ 
covery ship; H. P. lluffiicr, to ditto; Hubert lioylc, to the Antelope; 
II. P. Littlewort, to ditto; Richard Uoare, to the Blossom; Jas. Roy, to 
the Cadmus} George Hearty, to the Carnation; Frederick Freeman, to 
ditto; George Vivers, to the Conqueror; Vaughan Lloyd, to ditto; S. II. 
Ilemmans, to the Curlew; Josrph F. Foster, to the Curlew; Wni. Downey, 
to the Doterell; Joseph Johnstone, to ditto; V. Munbec, to the Drake; 
Thomas W. Moflett, to the Eden; John U. Booth, to the Fai^ite; .lohn 
Church, to the Ferret; M. Crocker, lo tiie Grasshopper; ifliard Cole¬ 
man, to the Pique; S. Hopkins, to the Pike; R. B. Reed, to the liverpuol; 
.T. W. Young, to the Queen Charlotte; A. Henry, to the Uainilties; 
James Annesley, to the Sappho: D. C. Clilvering, to the Sp||»; Francis 
Ormond, to the Iphigeitin; Charge Robinson, (a) to ditto; R. JX Fenwick, 
to the Liverpool; Jolni Church, to the Ferrett. 

, Licutciiaiits W. A. Ileringhain, J. McArthur Low, li. C. Pemberton, ta 
be commaiiders. 

'Messrs. 'G. H. Bourne, Charles Carpenter, R. II. Cockeril'l, W'm. Dun- 
das, Charles DangerfieltT,Charles II. Gardner, .). C. Grace, Francis liart^ 
Mattbev? Li)i>, Wm. Pinliurti, Charles Whithnm, and Duniel Ridgway, toll 
be lieutenants. < 

lieutenant Thomas Stewart, to he agent of a division of transports fitting 
out at Deptford. 

Messrs. Robilliard and Argimbau, inidshipmen of Il.M.S. Severn, are 
promoted to the rank of lieutenants. 

Lieut. Colonel George Lewis, C.B. to be barrack roaster of the royal 
mariucs at Plymouth. 
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Wm. Goody Martin, to the Curlew; W. Sidney, to the Doterell; 
A. Campbell, to the Draket} A. Watson, to to the Driver; J. W. Coy, to 
the Erne; W. Wilson, to the Favorite; R. Holman, to the Harlequin. 

Surgeons appointed. 

Mr. Henry Halt, surgeon to the Carnation; James Carruthers, to*thc 
Cherokee; Herman Cocbrance, to the Curlew; M. M'Morris, to the 
Doterellj Robert Williams, to the Erne. 


Pursers appointed. 

W. K. Hooper, to the Alexander, D.S.; J. Benefoldt to the Grasfbop-' 

per; Robert M*Reed, to the Harlequin; Frederick Bone, to the Spey; 
$ • . . • . 


MARRIAGE. 

On the 18th April, alf FarehamlQkants, Anne, 3d daughter of Captain 
Becher, R.N. and Frances his wife, niei e of the Countess of Oxford, to 
C. W. Nepean, Esq. son of General Nepean, and nephew of the Right, 
Hon. Sir Evan Nepean, Bart. Governor of Bombay. 


DEATHS. 

On 82d November, at the ii.^val yard, Bermuda, Mr. WiiliaA'King, e 
clerk of that establishment. * 

On Slst December, on board the Hadlow, on her passage from Calcutta, 
aged years, Capt. Edward Lainb,jim. commander of that ship. 

On the 7th February, at Navy Point, Kingsron, Uppei^ Canada, in the* 
SOth >ear of his age, Capt. Sir Robert Hull, K.C.B. commissioner of the 
navy, and coinniander-in-chief of the naval forces on the Lakes in Canada. 
Commission dated 18th November, 1799. a 

On l€th March, of typhus fever, Dr. Pollock, surgeon, R.N. orH.M.S. 
Dromedary, employed off Greenwich to receive distressed seamen sent from 
the City of London. Date of warrant, 14th May, IBIS. 

On the Slst March, at Stoke, near Plymouth, Mr. Alexander Osborne^ ‘ 
late purser of II.M-S- Hannibal. 

On 26ih March, was drowned in Pertsmoutb Harbour, by the boat up« 
setting ill which he was sailing. W. Watson, gunner of H.M.S. Pitt. 

On 16th ^ril, 1818, the Fly, 18 guns, Captain John Baldwin, arrived 
at PortsmouTn, from St. John’s, Newfoundland, with an account of the 
death, and the corpse, of Vice<Adiniral Francis Pickmore, late Governor 
and Commander-in-chief of ilim Island. The lamented event took place 
on the 84tl^Fcbriiary, after an indisposition of a fortnight’s continuance, 
which did mbt portend dissolution until a few hours previously. He 
retained perfect possession of liis mental faculties; which were remarkable 
fur strength and perspicacity: the only circuinstonce known, as indicating' 
tliat he had any prcseniimenc of his approaching death, was, he wrote n 
long letter the day before to Lord Melville, warmly recommendatory 
Captain Huiin, his son-iti-law, w^om he was anxious should possess the 
Minor of his Lordship’s future patronage. This iiighly esteemed officer 
tnay be truly said to have died iPviciini to zeal in the service of his country. 
He left England, to resume his command, in very infirm health; and thb 
calamitous and destructive fires at St. John’s, occurring soon after his 
arrival, the cares of his Government became thereby vastly increased, 
and the duties painful to execute: a poor, npserable, unemployed 
population. III a winter unequalled for severity since the year 1796, uecama 
auppliai.u of bis bounty and objects of his paternal care. He did much to 
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alleviate their miserici; hut the cuiisequent anxiety, fatigue, ami apprehen* 
sion lest any should perish from want, operating upon a louevolent heart, 
tended to destroy the mortal fnhric of iiiin who «n« thus a'o humanely# 
benevolently, and honourably employed. The Vice-Admiral was in the 
eoili year ot'hU age, was made Post 2Isi September, 1790; Uear-aduairal 
■28th April, 18—; Vice-admiral 12th August, 1818. 

TIvb seaeoii not lieing sufficiently advanced to despatch a ship to Englaoti 
immediately with the body of the l^ice-admiral, his remains were removed, 
m public funeral procession, on the 3d March, from his late resideure, t<x 
a vault temporarily prepared for it, in the church at St. John’s—riiese 
last honors were Attended by all the officers of tlie naval, military, and 
civil departments. Captain John Bowher (Flag-caplain) attending as 
Chief Mourner: sup^wnted, by Lieut. Bonifant (Flag-lieutenant), BiSC. 
Le Geyt, Esq. Secretary, Mr. Win. Smith, Master, Mr. T. Shanks, Purser, 
l-ieut. S. Ciimphtll, R. M.—T. Coote, Esq. Cliief Mugistnite, Captain 
Baldwin, IVj/, Captain Rowley, ^vria, Colonel Filzherbert, Com¬ 
manding the Forces, W.l'arter, Mnge of the Vice-Admiralty Court, 
and F. Forbes, Esq. Chief Justice, iiore the pall.—The Vice-Admiral’s Am 
was borne by Mr. Frederick, Midshipman, followed by Lieutenants il. 
Sankey aud S. Jervois, and Messrs. Jones and Shepheard, Midshipmen of 
the&> Francis Drake.—The Rev. T. A. Grantham, A.M. perforroetl the 
funeral service. During the procession, the ships of war and different 
forts fired minute gtins, and the aitillery apd iofantry concluded the solemn 
honours with the costomaiy discharge of cannon and small arms. 

“ We understand (says the Newfoutidiund Journal), that Admiral 
Pickinore recived his first commission in the navy upwards of foijy years 
ago, in the early stage of the Aineriran Revolution; and it nray be tiioiight 
a remarkable coincidence, that he began, as it were, and ended his 
professioiini career on tlie same scene. The Admiral’s natural kindness .of 
heart, while it smoothed his own course down the rugged stream of life, 
endeared him his private friciiiis, and fixed the esteem and attarlimenf 
ofthose engaged with him in tlie arduous duties of his profession. Among 
these, we are persuaded that no one more sincerely laments hi' loss than 
bis successor in the Government.—The social and bcncvuleiit qualities, 
ao conspicuously characteristic of Admiral Pickmore, can derive no 
additional lustre from high rank or station; but must at all times contribute 
to adorn and exalt it. 

“ A wit’s a feather, and a chiefs a rod, 

All.honest man’s the noblest woik of God.” 

The next d.iy after the Vice-Admiral’s decease, the Fly was ordered te 
commence cutting through the ice, for the ^rpose of conveying the body to 
England; but although there were from roO to 300 men fB|||i the shore, 
40 from the Sir Francis Drake and Ef'eria, and the wliole dr the crew of 
the J7y, daily employed on it, it was not until the 18tli of Man h (thiee 
weeks,} the canal was found to he sufficiently large to permit the Fly to 
pass through. Tlie distance cut whs 2856 yards; the icjp was from two 
and a hblf to five feet thick; the blocks of it cut from S3 to S6 feet 'in 
^breadth. All tlie blocks were liatilpd up on the main ice by a single rope, 
and main strength. Added to this labour, the channel cut was alrotMt 
every morning frozen to between six and teveii inche s thick; and the ope¬ 
ration of clearing this away was obliged to be performed ilaily. On the 
23d ult, jbe Fly, being then 90 miles from the land, struck against ice, 
which was from 18 inches to two feet thick. 

I he Vioe-admirpl's remains were attended on ’shore from the Fly thi% 
afternoon, by Captain Hnun, R.N. and deposited in the family vault at 
Kingstuii Chiiirch.. . 
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OF THE LATE 

CONWAY SHIPLEY, Esq. 

CAPTAIN R.N. 


• ■ Hie youtlifal Diomed. 

’Tis he—I know the manner gf his g«it» 

He rises on the toethat spirit of his» 

In Sspiration lifts him from the earth. 

* SnAKESPEAn. 


flTlfiAT general and laudable cariosity respecting all who have 
JL signalised themselres on the great theatre of the world} is 
seldom more ardently, or more naturally excited, than by the 
illustrious characters whose services have been those of natippal pro¬ 
tection. The advantage derived, *aDd the sacrifice made to it, 
when properly considered, add to our curiosity the sensations of 
admiration and gratitude, than which perhaps there are none more 
congenial -with the human heart in its best state of purity, or 
which does our nature more honour in the fiiii acknowledg¬ 
ment of. 

We delight in mentally following them through the various cri¬ 
tical and perilous situations in which they have been placed—'in 
accompanying them through the dangerous, but glorious, enter¬ 
prises which they have headed, or in which they have borne a 
part—or which hare been suggested by their wisdom—or have 
merited success by their conduct, although success has failed 
them—in vowing their behaviour in the extremes of adverse and 
prosperous fortune—-in tracing their progress through ail the' 
difficulties they have ‘surmounted,—and in Contemplating thesr 
whole life and conduct, at a time wlien, divested of the pomp and 
power of office or conpmand, t^ey appear tolls in the simple and 
unassuming garb of abstrac^facts. 

We have not offered these remarks wholly in allusion to those 
rare Genii who hmd the list of Fame. Many there have been who 
might have attained the highest step of her Temple, had they not 
been cut off in their honourable progress through the conflicts 
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opposed to the attainment— bnt which progress^ eo far as h wa» 
mide) is worthy of record—-they hare been to a degree benefac* 
tors of their country, and are entitled to a register of their ser* 
Tices, as a m^ns of secarin^ its grateful recollection of them* 

In pursuance of this opinion, we arail ourselrcs of the commu- 
nicaUon, wc regret to say a very brief one, of the following par- 
‘ ticulars relative to that much respected officer, the late Captain 
Shipley, second' surviving son of the Reverend Dr. Shipley, Dean 
of St. Asaph. 

This gentleman was born in North Wales, in the year 1782, 
and at a very early age entered into the navy, we believe under 
the protection of the Honourable Admiral, then Captain, Pakon- 
bam. In the memorable battle of the 1st of June, 1794, he 
served under that gentleman in the Invincible, of 74 guns, and 
although then only in his twelfth year, gave earnest of his future 
reputation, by displaying traits of courage that would have done 
honour to a veteran.^ 

We next trace him as midshipman, under Sir Robert Barlow, 
in the Phoebe frigate, in which ship he saw much active and severe 
service, and not only saw but shared it, to the great advancement 
of his reputation in her. In fact, there were few frigates more 
unremittingly or more successfully employed, while Sir Robert 
(now,'to the regret of his brother officers, retired from active ser. 
Tice) held the command of her. 

In the year 1800, Mr. Shipley passed his examination, and 
received a commission as lieutenant, and soon after proceeded 
with his steady patron, Sir Samuel Hood, f to the West Indies* 
The short peace, or rather truce, of Amiens, occurring not long 
after, deprived him of those opportunities which would probably 
have presented themselves, and which he would have been sure to 
have actively availed himself of to justify the zeal of his patron for 
his advancement, bnt on the* war recommencing iu 1803, he was 
one of the first offices promoted by that excellent judge of mmrit, 
who a’ppointed him to command the St. Lucie, of 14 guns, cap. 
tured by the Emerald frigate. 


* The killed aud wounded on beard the Invincible in this actiairwerc* U sea¬ 
men, 5 marines, killed ; £1 seamen, 10 marines, wounded, 
f Vide N.C. Tol. xvii. p. 1, for portrait and memoir of Sir Samuel Hood. 
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the late CAtTAI«iCO!»WAT SKIELEY, U.N. 

In this Tessel, idthongh of small size, he rendered great and tm. 
portant serHces, by his attention to the protection of the trade of 
the islands, and the capture of the enemy’s privateers—he also 
assisted at the reduction of the French and Dutch islands, * 

From the St. Lucie, Capt. Shipley was removed into the Hippo- 

mcnes, of 18 guns, in which vessel he fought a most gallant action 

• 

with L’Egyptiennc, French privateer frigate, of 36 guns, and 
300 men, which be captured, after a short but severe contest; 
she had been engaged some days previously by the Osprey, of 18 
guns, commanded by the late gall^pit Captain Yuunghusband, but 
this did not lessen th^ uncommon merit of Captain Shipley, who 
with a motley crew of 90 men, attacked such an enemy. Ills 
letter to Sir Samuel Hood, on this occasion, is written in the Ian. 
guage of modest roo'it; without attaching the least praise to himself, 
lie delineates the heroism of the captain and crew of the Osprey in 
such colours, as might be* expected from a brave aud ingenuous 
British oflicer* 

• Centaur, Carlisle Buy, Barbadoes, 

SIR, March 29^ 1804. 

I have the saiisfactiun to send you the copy of a letter I have received 
from Captain Shipley, of his Majesty’s sloop Hippomeucs, an ac¬ 

count of the capture of the ]'!}typticnne, French frigate, of 36 guns, by that 
sloop. The firmness and pcrhcvernnce of Captain Shiplev, in the pursuit 
of a ship of such force, does him, ihc officers, and sloop’s rotnpany, the 
highest credit; and being well marked with judgment and decision, he so 
surprized the enemy, that he struck the moment the Hippooienes came 
alongside, after three hours’ running fight. No doubt il>e spirited action 
' of the Osprey contributed, of which Captain Shipley speaks m the band 
somest terms. I am, ^c. 


William Marsden, 

E»q, 

SIR, • Bis Majesty's Sloop Hippornehes, March 29; 1804. 

I have the honour to aVqiiaint^ you wiili the rapture of I’Egygtienne, 
French privateer (formerly a Jlmiublican frigate), nioiioiing 36 guns, twelves 
and nines, commanded by M, Piaciard, and havini: 240 men on board, on 
the evening of the 27tli, after an arduous chase of fifty four hours, and a 
running fight of three hours and twenty luinutes, liy his M.ijesty’s sloop 
under my comm.md, for she sttnick the motnrnt we fairly gut alongside of 
her. I feel much pleasure in saying, the officers and men behaved with 
that coolness and intrepidity inherent in Englishmen ; and had the euc 
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allowed tliem a trial alongside, I am convinced her sa|^or force would 
not have availed them much. However, I cannot forbear jecommending 
to your protection my first lieutenant, for his good conduct oil this, fis well 
as on all former occasions. The slight resistance she made I ean^ only 
attribute to the fear of being as severely beat as she had been fbur days 
previous by the Osprey, who killed eight of her men, and wounded nine¬ 
teen, and whose gallantly astonished them. Mr. John Lloyd, master's 
.mate, is the only person hurt on this occasion, and he slightly. 

1 have further to inform you of the recapture of tlie Reliancejof London, 
Sakeu by the above frigate. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Ctmmodore Hoodf 



The previous action of the Egyptienne with the Ospreys is thus 
related 

Centaur^ CarHsle Baif^ BarbadoeSf 
SIR,,., t, March S8, 1804. 

I beg leave to enclose you, for th? information of the f.ords Commission¬ 
ers of the Admiralty, a letter I have received from Captain Youngliusband, 
of his Majesty’s sloop Osprey, giving an account of a must spirited*action 
he fought with the Egyptienne, n French frigate, of 36 guns, and two hun¬ 
dred and sixty men, which must certainly have fallen to his superior skill 
and.bravery, had, not she availed herself of her sailing to get away. Cap¬ 
tain Younghusband’s gallant conduct, with that of his officers and men, 
against such superior fnice, merits my warmest applause. 

This ship was formerly the Hailleure, and given to the merchants of 
fiourdeaux, to fit out as a private ship of w’ar; she had made several cap¬ 
tures, one of which has been retaken by the llippomencs. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

ir. Marsden, Eiq. 


^am. S^ood. 


llis Majesty s Sloop Osprept Barbadoes, 
SIR, March 28, 1804. 

1 beg leave to inform you, that on the 33d instant I discovered four sail 
to the S.W. quarter; I immediately chased, and upon nearing them, I 
found them to be a large frigate find three merchant ships p upon coming 
within hail of the frigate, she hoisted French cwluurt, and fired her broad¬ 
side, which was instantly returned,nmd fte two ships continued in close 
action for an hour and twenty minutes, when the enemy ceased firing, and 
began to make off, and her convoy to separate on different courses; I then 
found with * i:egret, tiiat she uuUsailed the Osprey under her topsails upon, 
the cap^ I however continued the chase, firing our bow-chaseif us long as 
they could reach, but we lost sight of her during the night. 

The French ship’s sails, rigging, and hulli w'orc very mutjb cut; the 
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.Osprey liai dlo very much ia her sails anil rigging; and I am sorry 

to add« that we have-onie man killed, and sixteen wounded* 

<# 

lieutenant Collier, the officers, and. ship's company, behaved mUb the 
greatest bravery and activity. 

I have further to inform you, that on* the 35th, the Osprey and IJlippo- 
aaenes retook the ship Reliance, and I am informed from the French prize- 
master, that tlieship the Osprey engaged, was the frigate Egyptienne, 
titted out as a privateer by the merchants of Bourdeaux, mounting 36 guns, 
and having on board 255 men. I am, Sir, &c. 


• 

To Samuel Hood, Esq, Commodore 
and Communder-in-Chie/, 4’^. , 





FoT this gallant action Captain Shipley was most deservedly 
posted, and soon afterwards returned to England, with a convoy 
from Jamaica, having been appointed to the Sagesse French 
frigate, captured«at St. Domingo. 

After spending a short time with his relations and friends, to 
whom he had returned M>ith a nobly-earned exaltation^of rank, 
from whom he had been a considbrable time absent, and in fact 
with*whom he had passed but few years of his honourable life, he 
again sought employment in the service of his country. His late 
meritorious conduct had rendered him too valuable a commander 
to be suffered to remain long without it, and he yras appointed to 
the Comus, a new ship of 20 guns. His patron, Sir Samuel 
Hood fa name honoured and beloved, although now unhappily 
extinct in the British navy), having applied for him to be attached 
to his squadron, at that time under orders to take possession of 
Madeira, and cruise to the westward, he sailed with him on that 
expedition. A more decided proof of the esteem and regard of that 
excellent man could not have been given, fur the vessel Captain 
Shipley then commanded was far from being desirable for such a 
service, and therefore his confidence in the talents of her com- 
roaoder to supply the deficiency of the ship, was evident, and 
highly honourable to Captain Shipley. 

Soon after his return from elTecting the object of the expedition, 
he was, to his great gratification* appointed to the Nyiflphe, of 
.16 guns, a ship in every respect equal to the ardent purposes of our 
youthful warrior, and which had been eminently successful when 
commanded by his predecessor. But, alas, a different, idthough 
not less honourable, fate was reserved for him. 
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In the year 1808^ Captain Shipley was ordered to join the 
squadron under Sir Charlel Cotton, then employed •off the coast 
of Portugal, to co-operate with the British army. On this serr 
Tice he had not long entered,* before that spirit of enterprise}. hy 
which he had been always actuated from the very commencement 
of his naTal career, led him to the indefatigable search of objects 
in all possible directions and predicaments; and impelled by a 
desire to distinguish himself in some signal display of Talour, he 
proceeded with the ship^s boats to attempt the cutting ont from 
under the guns of Belem Castle, a' French corvette. The circum¬ 
stances of this unsuccessful attack, in which the country was 
deprired of the services of one of its bravest officers, were as 
fdllows:—On the 16th of April, reconnoitcring the harbour of 
Lisbon, it was discovered that an enemy’s corvette had taken 
refuge under the guns of the castle, and was lying at anchor near 
Belem battery ; an attempt to cut her opt was projected, and eight 
boats were manned by volunteeis from the Nymphe and Blossom, 
of 18 guns ; they were headed in this gallant enterprise by Captain 
Shipley himself, who was in a fast.rowing boat, and consequently 
took the lead, aind was first to get alongside tlie enemy, when in 
attempting to bpard her he was shot through the head, fell imme¬ 
diately into the sea, and was never seen afterwards. One of the 
boat’s crew was killed at the same time, and a midshipman and 
several of the men wounded. The other boats not being able to 
get up, owing to the strength of the current, the tide then runniug 
strong out of the harbour, the attempt was relinquished.* 

I'hus, at the early age of 26, fell the gallant and accomplished 
Conway Shipley ; he was handsome and graceful in bis person, 
engaging in his manners, firm in his attachments, an invaluable 
friend, a noble-minded man, and an heroic commander—perhaps 

no one ever more eminently possessed the power of inspiring all 

_. .. . 

* Ik presMnuni! toofTtr any rnniHik in liie wny of ^lijection in the heroic con¬ 
duct of llie late CetptHiu Slnpk-y, we ilo jioi .mean to detract iii the least degree 
from his ii«erii as a British Dflicir: bur it does appear fo os, that had not liisardeift 
thirst o! (.’lory riudcrcd hiiii iiiipaiiept ot iieiav, disereiinn would have suggested 
the proprii ly of prtvioiislv rulleriin» Ins fDTce around him so as to have com¬ 
manded a unity-of action with his whole sireiit'lh, rather than to have com¬ 
menced the attack «ilii a force *o obviously inrflicieiit. But he disdained to look 
behind him—faced hia eneiuy^ and fell!—May the laurels on his tomb be eve* 
green. 
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whom ho commanded, with sentiments slmilai' to his own—what 
these sentiments were, his life, short, alas ! as it was, and his 
glorious, but lamented fall have revealed; had he lived, what 
might not his country have expected from him. 

Ye weeping Muses, Graces, Virtues, tell. 

If since your alUnccomplished Sydney fell, 

You, or afflicted Britain, e’er deplored 
A narpe more worthy of our high record. 

Such spotless hemnur; such ingeiiuoiisrfriith. 

Such ripened wisdom iii*the bloom of youth ! 

So mild, so gentle, so composed a mind. 

To such heibic warmth, and courage joined. 

He too, like Sydney, nursed in Learning’s arm*>, 

For nobler War forsook her softer charms; 

Like him possessed of every pleasing art, 

The secret wisli of every female heart; 

Like him, cut off m youthful Glory’s pride, • < 

lie unrepining for his counfi-y died. 


Should this brief sketch of the gallant Qiptain’s services 
meet the eye of any of his frit'iid.s or relatives who may have it in 
their power, and be inclined to transmit us a mord*full account of 
them, with his portrait, from u hich an engraving may be made, 
the favour will be duly acknowledged. 
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LORD HIGH ADVirat OF F>CI.AM). 

At UlC Court at Whitehall, 13 June, l(i73. 

JVesent, 

The King’s Most Excellent Majestic. 

T here being this day proposeti in* Councill a draught of instru<|jons 
for ascertaining the duty «f Lord High AHmirail of Englai^ the same* 
were read and approved of in the forme following :— ^ 

That the Lmd High Adiniralt be able at all times to give his Majestic a 
perfect account of the state of his navy relateing to the condition both ol 
iiis ships and yards, with the siotes, remainciiig persons einpluyuJ, and 
services to be performed ihcreni. 
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And ih order thereto^ (o that alt the officers entrusted with the pro^ 
videiog, issueing, or expending of stored or monejs, the impretting, o# 
otherwise the procureing, entering, mustering, employing, or discharging 
of me*i, the estimateing, performing, or accompting for any work or ser^ 
vice to be done by themselves or others under them, do, with all diligence, 
faithfullness, and good husbandry, performe their respective duties in the 
execution of all commands they shall receive from his Majestic or himself* 
as Lord High Admirall. And for the better enabling him effectually to da 
the same, he is onCe at least every month, and oftener as his Majesties 
service shall require, to visit and site with the principal! officers and com¬ 
missioners of the navy at their pnblick place and time of meeting, thereby 
to infonp himself in die method of their proceedings; and moreover, to 
demand and receive from each of them, weekly, an nccuunt in writing of 
al^atters relating to their respective charges, by which the state of each 
hnmch of the said office, and his Majesties works respectively depending 
thereon, may be at all times distinctly known, and the Loni High Admirall 
thereby enabled to inform his Majestic, and otherwise issue such orders 
relative thereunto, as may best conduce to the advancement of any ser¬ 
vice, either in doeing, or commanded by his^ Majestic to be done therein, 
for the more regular and effectuall proceeding on which service he is to 
cause an estimate to be prepared by the comptroller of the navy, signed 
by three or more of the principal! officers and commissioners (wher^if the 
treasurer to be ot^o), of the charge of each work and service to he done, 
before he issue any orders for the doing thereof; whicii estimates being then 
signed by himself,, he is, with the said treasurer, to present to his Majestie, 
and the same being by him approved, to assist the said treasurer in all his 
solicitations with his Majestie and the Lord High I'reasurer, for the ob¬ 
taining reasonable and sufficient supply of money for enabling the officers 
of the navy to proceed to, and directly carry on each service required 
from them. 


For the more regular dispensing of which money when received, and the 
necessary credit of hit Majesties service depending thereon, he is in no 
wise to direct or permit the principall officers and commissioners of the 
navy to apply any part thereof to any other use than what it was originally 
assigned to, or paid in any other method or course, than what is already or 
hereafter shall be to that purpose established by his Majestie in Council: 
nor is he, without order from his Majestie, to command or allow tlie 


principal officers and commissioners of the nav), commanders, or any 
other offic,^rs or persons employed therein, to do any work or thing on 
which the use or expense of any of his Majesties ships, houses, stores, Or 
treaqjife, doth or may depend, contraryto the known and allowed practice 
and president of the navy; nor by himself tr his order, (o make or inter¬ 
pose in the vaking of any contracts for ships, stores, or ought else rclateing 
to the seivice of the navy, snveing the contracts wliicli shall at any time be 
made for the victualling thereof, the same being always to be done by his 
Majestie at the Councill Board,.after being first consulted on and prepared 
by the Lord Treasurer and Lord Admirall. 


And for as much as the weale of his Majestic’s navy in an Ospeciall man- 
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ncr (iepctuls iipixi the intet'rity, diligence, and experience of the oflicen 
riiti-fistcd tlicrex), he is to use his utmost circumspection in his choice of 
every of the said udiccrs, ntid therein particularly to take care^that virtue 
he eiipouraged, by the advancing of persoi^ suitable to the kiiowleilge he 
sliail have of each man's deserveings in his former cmploymeiils, either 
fpini his own ohscrvatioii, or the report of the principal! officers and com¬ 
missioners of the navy, in relation to the officers accountable for any 
storc:>, provisions, moneys, or work within their inspection, or of the fl&gg . 
otKrcrs and cominnnders of the fleet, fur the behaviour i^f those at sea serv¬ 
ing under them ; mxl that no coiiiiuission be granted by him on store to any 
coiiunauder, withovit the privity and approvail of bs Majestic first had in 
writing thorrin. • 

Lastly, lie is to take care that nil maflers herein not specified, to pro* 
crod ill tlie well governmg of his Majestic’s navy, and in performing the 
whole duty of Lord High Adiinrall of England, according to the allowed 
and known practice thereof, or the orrlers lie shall from time to time 
icrcivc from his Majestic, and to see that a perfect and fair record and 
I'cgisu-r be at all times duly kept by the secretary of the Admiralty, as well 
of such his Majesties said orders, as of all letters, orders, instructions, 
I'-itimiite'), commissions, warrants, articles exhibited, and sentences passed 
in courts mnttiall; Journals, reports, sflid certificates from the officers of 
the navy, or oilicrs; passes, li>>t of fleets, stations, convoys, establishment 
of wages, lulesuf ships, iiunihers of men and guns, rewards, press-war- 
raiita, prutcctions, and nil other papers and transactions whatsoever, wlie- 
liier at land or sea, within ins cogniz.iiicL- ns Lord High Admiral!; and that 
tlic same he mothodically hy the said secretary digested mid safely laid up 
ill some certain and convemeut place, to be provided and employed on n 
.standing oflice for that purpose, there to remain for the use of his Majestic, 
and inforiiiiition of all succeeding admiralU, on any occasions of service 
calling for tlie same. 

And it is ordered by his Majestic in Couiicill, that the said instructions 
be entered in the nouncill hook, and a copy of them sent unto his lioyall 
Highness the Lord High Admiral of Englanu, &c. to be observed 
accordingly. 

INCOMBUSTIBLE STOREHOUSE. 

We have to congratulate the public on the completion of an extensive 
storehouse at Portsmouth, from a design by Edward Hall, Esq. surveyor of 
buildings to the Navy Bn&rd, contracted fur by Mr Brocket, and executed 
under the direction of Mr. S. W. Smitli. This building possesses the 
advantage of one story iiior^than the other storebdlises near it, though it.s 
extreme height does not exceed ihein.—Every part of it is composed’of iron 
and stone; not a particle of wdlid is to lie seen ; the girders, joists, doors^ 
sashes, and frames, are all ot cast iron, from the founderv of Messrs. 
Siurges and Co. in Yorkshire, and executed in a style of peculiar neatness. 
'I he roof, which is also of cast iron, is worthy of particular notice, from the 
beauty and lightness of its construction. The floors^ which are of York- 
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shire stone, are laid in a muteMy manner, by Mr. T. Marshall, of Dept* 
ford.—The most gratifying part of this building is its beautiful geometrical 
Staircase of moor stone, projecting six cloar feet from the wall; the hand¬ 
rail and halustera are of iron, extremely light and airy ; the former is 170 
feet in length, so neatly manufactured as to exhibit no traces whatever of 
a joint. The edifice altogether reflects Great credit on the projector, the 
superintendaot, atid the contractor. I'he expense may be calculated* at 
• about 15,000/. 

naval AnCBITECTURE. 

A Ni:w schooner, about sixty tons burthen, built fur the purpose of dis¬ 
playing a new system of naial architecture, was Uiuniiipd at Belfast, on 
the lOlh April, 1818. She is constructed witli.mt anv frame timber,breast 
books, beams, or knees, and without any metal under water, except her 
rudder braces, and a few bolts in her keel. The ndvantnges presumed in 
^iB sy-item arc the following; giving in price of hinlding, strength, 
duration, capacity, tightness, buoyancy, sailing, and safety. 

AtfTIQriTIE". 

The ^Veymouth store-ship has arrividat Deptford, with the valuable 
head of'Memnon, King of Ahydos. 'fTiis superior production of tlie 
ancients has been sent from Kgypt by Mr. Salt, the consul General there, 
as a present to the Britiali Museum, and consists of r.nc solid block, of gr.i> 
nite, weighing about nine tons. The whole tif the fare is in the highest 
preservation, anti remarkably expressive.—The rinht car i'^ rather damaged, 
but in a trifling degree. On the right breast is a hole, made by the French, 
during their sOjourn under the Corsican Renegndo, for the fturposc ol‘ 
blasting it with gunpowder, to reduce the size of the bust. Tins attempt 
was not, however, so successful as one they made on the left side, winch 
has knocked off the arm, and mutilated tlie body. The fragment has, 
however, been luckily found, and sent home. Tiic head appears sur¬ 
mounted, or bound round, with a diadem or drapery, and the chin rests on 
a projection similar to what is seen in many J'.Gvplian figures. Hucli of the 
cognoscenti as have seen this piece of sculptuic, pronounce it us belonging 
to the higher order, and a valuable acquisition. It has y>een removed to 
the Dritisii Museum.—The Weymouth has also hrougiit presents from the 
Bey of Tripoli to the Prince Regent. They consist of columns, cornices, 
chapiters, &c. found at Lchida (tlie L' ptis Martins of the ancients), and 
arc in great preservation. Sonic are of pure white marble, almost, if the 
expression may he allowed, traiijiparent: ntlicis beautifully veined ; while 
the cornices, See. at once display the superiority of the ancients in the art 
of sculpture. The columns arc mostly of one solid piece, one weighing 
near 15 tons, and is 2? feet in length.—These relicts of former grandeur 
were selected by Captain W. 11. Smyth, of the royal navy, in which he was 
assisted by the nriti><h Consul at Tripoli. Notwithstanding the immense 
weight of these stupendous monuments of ancient splendour, the whole 
were, from the judicious arrangements made hy Mr. Turner, commander 
of the Weymouth, got on board the vessel, without any accident occurriii^ 
to the iitcri employed in the removal. 
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IfAVAt PENSIONS TO THE WIDOWS OF ^EKCH NAVAt OFFICERS. 

Ordonnancc the Ki»p, /or regulating the Pensions and Aids to the 
Widows and Orphan Children of Military and other Officers of the 

Marine Department, • 

Paiisj Feb. 21^ 1816. 


Louis, by tlie Grace of God, King of 
1'rarce and Navarre. 



Upon ilie report of our minister,*tlie secretary of slate, for the marine 
aud colon ius, * < 


We hiL\e ordained, and do ordain as follows: 

Art. I. Thu widows of military and other oiiiccrs of the marine de* 
parlmciit shall he entitled to pensions, 

1, If their husliands shall have been killed in battle ; 

S, If they shall have died within six montiis, of the wounds they have 
received; • •. 

3, 11 tlicy shall have perished by SliipwrccL, or any other accident re¬ 
sulting; from inantiinc service: 

II. The w’idows of marine officers enjoyiiit:, at the time of their decease, 
retired pay acquired by wounds, or senioriry of service*—and those whose 
deceased hu'.hatids shall, in active service, have fulfilled the conditions 
luqiiisite for the obiaiiiiiiu the said retired finy, shall liRvc an equal cliiiin 
to he admitted to the pcnsiun. 

nr. To be entitled to the benefit of the present ordonnance, the widows 
of offic<'i>, dead in consequence of their wounds, shall he hound to prove 
tliat their marriage was contracted anterior to the hattles in which their 
husliands have been wounded. 

The widows mentioned in Article IF. who have h.TcI no children by their 
marriage, shall prove that they have not been divorced, and that 
they have passed at least five years of their legitimate union with 
the officers to whose claims they shall pretend to succeed. 

In failure of the proofs dcniaiided, they shall nut be proposed as fit 
ohjects fur the pension. Willows not divorced, having one or more 
children, shall be exempted from the quaiilicntion of five years' 
inarriiigc. ^ 

IV. The wiSows’ pensions shui! be fixed at the nite of one-fdhrih of the 
maximum of the retired pay of seniority, according to the runk^of their 
husbands. 

V. The children of marine officers, born in lawful wedlock, shall be 
entitled to an annual .aid. 

This aid must not exceed, whatever he the lumitier of the children, 
tlic amount of the peasion winch had been granted to the mother. 
It shall he extended proportionally, until each chiltl shall latil 
attained the age of twenty complete years. 
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VI. When officers shall 'liave rendered distinguished services to theetnte, 
our minister, the secretary' of state for the marine, shuli make a repre- 
. sentation to us in favour of their widows, or orphan children, for especial 
pensions proportioned to the ipiportancc of the services. 

VJI.' The PeiiHons and Aids, regulated hy the execution of the present 
ordonnance, shall be paid from the funds of the Chest of Marine 
Invalids. 


■Vlfl. All pensions and aids uranted up to the present time, to the widows 
and orphans of irarine officers, remain according to the rate at whit.h 
they have been 6xed. 

IX. Our minister, the'secrctary of stpte for the marine and colonics, is 
charged with the execution of thp preseiit ordonnance. 

Given at Paris, at the Castle of the Tuillerics, the twenty- 
first day of February, in the year (if Grace and 
of our reign the tweiity-hrst. 


(Signed) t^OUlA. 

(•signed) ihonUe ^^ti£oucfu 


mae 
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TATAT. ni ET. IN j rANCr.. 


Tke fiillowing.account of a dtic), at C:icn. between a young Engll'^h 
gentleman, of the name of Pick ford, and M, Marinier, a Frenchman, is 
copied from a prieatc letter, received by a geutlenian in the county of 
Sussex 

“ Cecit, Aptilao, ir.l8. 

“ A fatal rluri took place yesterday niornin;:, tlic relation Atliicli follows 
will accoiint for it (—Some weeks since a l'ri'ii(.htnan, a Monsieur Dubuisson, 
who passes here for a gentleman, spat in the face of a lieutenant in the 
navy : the insult was unprovoked, Init is supposed to have originated in itn 
unfounded jealousy. The fair object of it w-as a nursery maid of General 
H —. The Prefect was np[>iied tn, and requested to interpcise his 
authority ; of the result of this application I am ignnrant. Nothing further 
occurred for several days, till a M. Allan, n friend of Duhuisson, follais- 
ing the lieutenant, and a captain in our army, out of Lotiguefs Cafe, 
struck, from heliind, the licutennnt across the head with his cane, and also 
as grossly insulted his conipmiion. •• This happened at night, a little after 
ten. Tltere was not aqv previous quarrel between the parties, nor was 
intimation given of the iiuentlcd assault. A cutisiderahle Uillerencc of 
opinion appeared among nnr countrymen, a| to the course to he pursued in 
punishing the Hggre>sor. Those to whom the lieutenant and the captain 
applied for advice, dteided, that as M. Allan had not sought a quarrel in 
a gentlemanly Inaimer, he had no right to be considered us a gentleman, 
nnd that he ought to he prosecuted. On Saturday the cause cume on, and 
be was coiiHtmined to a month's iinpri.suninent, and tn a line. On return¬ 
ing fium the place of jusiicc, the English, who attended the trial, had to 
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snfltiT under the most revolting scurrilities ^showered upon them bv the 
townspeople, diid hy the triends of Allan, irritated by his condemnation, 
and exalting theiiisrlves mightily at the supposed pusillanimity of the pro* 
seculors. Young D. and young F. had each an affair on their hands j bat 
these were settled by their receiving apologies. Charles Pickford, who had 
Jiis share of the words “ Cochun Aiiglaise, polisson, cnnoille;” marked his 
man, and avoiding all present altercation,, pursued his nay through the 
mob. Ill the evening, having found him on the Cour, he requested satisfac-^ 
tion, which was promised, with the significant hint of • tiie nearer the bet¬ 
ter.” They mef near Vaticcllcs the following morning, about seven, 
M. Mariiiier with Dubiiisson for his second ; and l^ckford, with Lieutenant 
Morgan, of the navy. There was some dispute about distances ; Marinier 
wanted lo paces; I’ickfurd said that fio was no shot, and would allow of 
none beyond four. 'I'u ^his Marinier had no objection, provided be had 
the first fire. Pickford insisted that tl oy should fire together; but this 
species of equalit)'was stiffly opposed. Another proposal was then made, 
that Mariiiier's friend slioidd charge one only of his pistols with ball, and 
give Pickford the choice; or that Morgan should charge with ball one of 
bis pair, and should let Mai iiiier choose. This was acceded to. Marinier 
Arse took one, and then Pickfifd the other. They presented tocher ; the 
iiiteival between them was about two feet. After a moment or two of 
liesiiaiion, the word was gi^eii, and Pickford put a bail under his adver¬ 
sary’s ribs, on the right side, \\ Inch passed clean tlirougli him. lie pre¬ 
sently expiied. The survivor was brutally insulted by tlic scrond ol the 
fallen man. After a proper display of theatrical feeling, he wanted to pro¬ 
ceed to another duel a i'oulnwcc, and instantly ; but Pidvford though ter- 
libly provoked ; kept perlecily cool, lie skid only “ fetch a witness, and 
1 will wait for you." Alter lemaining more than an hour uu tlie ground, 
aud seeing no one, they went into Caen. 

Pickford’s quHirel was fortunately unknown to his father and mother till 
all was over. Ttie young man played whist at Colonel Il.'suo the preceding 
evening, witli ins accustomed coolness, and till a late hour. There is no 
occasion to make any rcinaik on the lad’s conduct. 1 must add, that when 
they arrived on the ground, he said, “ 1 do not approve of Monsieur Allan’s 
prosecution ; my opini >o was entirely against it. 1 have had no concern 
ta It. (Inly make me an apology fur the insulting expressions of yesterday, 
and 1 shall be happy to shake hands with you. 1 have not liie slightest 
wish to push this matter further.’’ The unforiunate sufferer and his second 
refused all concession, aud to them only can any blame be imputed. Il 
gives me great pleasure to tell you, that every respectable ITenchman 
applauds heartily young Pickford’s ,bcbuviuur; I have not seen one^ wiiat- 
ever Ins party and politics mny^be, who does not say, that his humanity, 
forbearance, aud steadiness, cannot be excelled.” 
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Retired Lists, and Promotion. 

Letieb V. 

•. ■» 

MR. soil OR, 

I HAD much pleaBtfiC in rcn«iin«; your excellent Coi respondent J/ wwV 
letter,* on the subject of Retirement: to that valuable writer your 
Chronicle and the naval service is infinitely indebted, for a variety of 
highly Important and iiseful Suggestions, eminently calculated to iinprm’e 
and render more ellicient the best defence of Britain—its naval force ; and 
to ameliorate the situation of its brave and invaluable ofbeers and searoeii. 
The subject of extended retirement was, l4 believe, y/Vs/ adverted to, and 
taken up by anotiier Correspondent, ** A Friend to Natal Merit,'' from 
whose useful hints it is supposed originated the late rircular to naval 
ofllcers, rd.|uiring an account and statement of their iiidiuduai services, mi 
US to eiiuhle tlic Admiralty Board to jinsscss a cum[iletc register of the ser< 
vices of evertf ofticer in the navy ; and I now rejoice to he told by /irion, 
tlint extended te.Ured Lists are ficluallt/ preparing for those classes ivhicli 
most stand in nef-d of them ; viz. post captains, roinmaiidcrs, and lieute** 
Hants: nhen they s*re promulgated, I have no doubt they will do honour 
to the wisdi'in nifd discrimination of the Board, and give great and univci- 
sal satisfaction to the otheers efl" the navy. Some comfortable piuvision of 
this kind has heen loiii! and greatly wanted, fur old and worn-out oificcrs ; 
and consideiing »ltat has been done fur the army, in the way of retirement, 
it is but doing them justice, whilst at tlie same time it will reduce the 
numbers on our lists, and these li^ts will in fururc contain the names ot 
effective olbccrs only, thus npeiiiiig wider the door to ]•rolnotiun to num¬ 
bers who, III consequence of the lists being uverehsirgcd, and want of 
interest, are now hopeless of preferment. Ne.nly connected witli this 
inieresting subject, is that of proinutioii ; niirl i se ze tins oppurtiiiiitv of 
recommending very earnestly to the Board to promote no i/tore olheers, 
without some considerntion to their abilities, and former services, ns well 
as to tlieir rccoinmeiidaiioiis from members of the, legislature, the mischief 
already entailed ou the service, frpin injudicious and unmerited promotion, 
flowing tdo much from interest, and too little frmt wctU, or fitness for com¬ 
mand, is incalculable ; and wlien war s|jail find these otiice-rs in command 
of our finest ships, which interest also will |)rocurc them, the consequences 
may be humiliating to the navy and to England ; for. Sir, in order to com¬ 
mand a ship efficiently, an officer must possess experience, judyment, and 
ability, ns well as courage: the latter qualification, although indispensahle, 
is not the only requisite fur successful or efficient naval command ; and it 


* See page 122, 
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Is matter of notbriety, that at the time when tiie late American contest 
commenced, iDany of our finest 38-gon frigates were commandi d by young 
nen of 25,. who had not served above eigiit or nine years in the navy, and 
who were not only very ignorant of their duty as commanders, but sojsare* 
less of it, and of their own and their country’s reputation, as seldom nr 
ever to have had their crews exercised at the guns; but such martinets and 
bigh'fiyers withal, as to have disgusted their officers and men by their seve* 
riiy, and in general lost no small part of their crews from desertion. I* 
appeal to the navy, if this picture is overcharged; and I contrast with it, 
with emotions of pride and exultation, the conduct and characters of Sir 
P. Broke, that ornament of the navy ; of .Sir .Inftics Alexander Gordon ; 
Captains flopc, Maxwell, and others, whose names I need only mention to 
point out what a British naval commander oug/it to be, and the success 
which will in general Attend on the exertiofts and skill of such men. Wc 
are assured, Sir, that Sir Philip Broke was beloved as a father by bis 
officers and men ; and that his ship was in a state of constant preparation: 
his own superior skill and scan^nship, and the attachment, bravery, and 
devotion, to death or victory, of his ship’s company, are well known ; nor 
were the eminent qualifications of Sir.Tsimes Gordon less highly appreciated 
bv those who setved under hilh. Jt is forruiiatc for the FfritislT finvv, that 
these, and many such, grace its ranks; and I doubt not, that if wanted to 
defend their country’s rights and honour, tliey will be called on, and ready 
to obey the summons: but. Sir, it is of infinite importance to the nary, and 
to the British empire, that as few’ as possible of a different description 
should he admitted to command, by injudicious or too rapid promotion, 
liefore they have learned hora. Interest and patronage* has always had 
great and almost unlimited scope, both in our navy and army ; yet it is 
iTuiriifesr, that inucii more time is neces'^ary for a man to become an expe¬ 
rienced and able officer in tiic navy, than in the army ; and theiefore it 
rcquiies no great penetration to discerivthc fatal consequences of promoting 
young men of twenty to the* rank of commander, or post captain, who may 
h.ave interest on/y to recommend them. If I am told, that our immortal 
Nelson was thus early advanced, I answer, that he was at sea constantly 
from a boy, and that/it’s .temces/gained him the envied prize; that at the 
age of eighteen, Captain Locker reckoned him the best seaman in the ship: 
where equal zeal, exertion, and ability prevail, let the merited promotion 
alwrn/s follow. 

These observations, Sjr, I am aware, may not be equally relied, or 
acceptable to^all: they are nevcrtheless.foaudcd on incontrovertible facts; 
and if we look back to the.promotion of commanders, at the termination 
of the late war only, we slinli find an lyustratinii of thorn, althougl^ I hope 
in God, we shall never ng.'iiii ^(Ter defeat and mortification from the em¬ 
ployment of incompetent officers, or inadequately armed and manned 
ships. If, Sir, we look at the long list of commanders then mode, "we 
shall find two men of interest advanced for one man of real merit, long 
standing, or brilliant service* I admit, that many of the latter were 
included, yet such was unquestionably the proporrmn ; and 'although some 
of the gciuicmcn thus promoted from interest, arc no doubt good, zealous, 
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ao^ active oiTieers, yet it report speaks true, titere are others, whoso Hj^e, 
inexperience, and incoinpetenej, ought to have been sufficieht bars to tinsir 
adi^uuccmeiit; indeed it were inucii to he wislied, bf>lli for ihe^sakeof the 
honour of die service and the good of the state, that m»re sufficient reasons 
were required for advancing a naval officer, or giving him a ship, than tiiat 
Lord Suinrhody, or Mr. N<»body, who happened to have a vote in the 
House, reconiiiieinled him. Such, however, has been the ratio of promo- 
'•tion for the last century, and I fear very much that such will continue to 
be the system pursued, in spite of aH that can be said. Nei’erthele.ss, it is 
the duty of Englishmen to point out its pernicious and injurious effects on 
the Mri'ice; these are, 1 believe, pretty generally known, although I doubt 
very much whellter they have beeii so deeply or so generally considered as 
circumstances imperiously retire. We ouglit to consider that we have tie 
pnthubili'y before us of being at no distant period called on to contend fur 
the dominion of the itcas, witli these now pretenders to naval supremacy* 
the Americans; and when this day arrives, T tru<'t it will be the good for¬ 
tune of Britain to have ships and men adequate to begin the contest in 
earnest, and to quickly end it, by the annibihition of tlwir fleets. 

1 think there can be few accustomed .to luok “ at the signs of the times,'* 
who do not already perceive the. cloud frulAeriug ; and I cannot believe our 
naval rulers will .allow us to remain long unprepared fur coming events, 
but speedily provide larger ships, and good and able ofiic(.rs and men will 
be at tht-ir cull, w hen wanted. 
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Ott Falmouth as a Pm ket Station. 


MU. KUi iOR, ^ February ITlh, 181R. 

H aving noticed some of the interested arguments produced ns rea¬ 
sons wiiy the packets employed in the Atlantic Ocean, should be 
removed from Falmouth to Piymoiitb, and I would trust, exposed their 
futility ; it is but justice to the intercst.s of tliu nation, timt authentic aud 
incootroveriibic facts lie recorded in the Naval CiiK.oMci.r, to prove that 
she possesses u safe and commodious harbour near the western entrance of 
the En^ish Clianiiel, which has saved numerous convoys from dispersion 
and decNruciion ; and enabled them to get into the ocean, when they could 
not from any other port to the eastward. Tlic mists of prejudice may one 
day dispetTie;—its opposition may one day cease ;—self-interest may one 
day he silenced; and tile country ullon-gd to reap the full benefit of a safe 
harbour, (he triost advantageous she possesses for communicating with the 
Atlnnlic, whether by single $hips, convoys, or squaUions of ships of war. 
The following appeared iu the Cornu'all Gazette uhout the times men¬ 
tioned. 
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^tin Weather, mith a Statemnt of OcairreneeillAiichtfiXfk place 
during' the detention (% fodl ioind$) of his Mtgedfs ^ip Warrior, 
dReUr-ad^iral Douglas, and others, with a large Convop for the West 
Indies, ^'C. at Fatmoiith, between the 4tfl day of March, and the Zd^ay 
tf April, 1814. 

« ‘ *! 

Batnrday, 4th March, wind S. S.W.—.This day strong breezes and thick 
cloudy weather: arrived bis Mnjesty^s ships Warrior, Lidy, Cephalus, and ‘ 
Badger, with 190 sail of ships for thetlWest'Indies. His Majesty’s ships 
Phoenix, Towey, ahd Nautilus, with a convoy of 65 sail, fur Portugal and 
the Mediterranean, and anchored alHn safety in the Roads. 

Sunday, Sth, wind W.S.W.<—This day light breezes, and tliick cloudy 
weather, with a swell in fronn sea; several of the ships shifting their 
berths. * * 

Monday^ 6th, wind S.—This day fresh breezes and thick cloudy wca^ 
ther ; fleet ride in safety, and clear of each other. 

Tuesday, Tth^ wind S.W.—This day strong gales and squally, but clear; 
fleet riding safe. 

Wednesday, 8ch, wind W.N.W.->-Thi8 day fresh breezes and clear, fleet 
riding well. * ^ * * 

Thursday, 9th, wind W.—^This day fresh breezes and clear, fleet as 
before^* 

Friday, 10th, wind N.W.—^Thls day fresh breezes and squally, with 
rain; the fleet riding in perfect safety, nor has an acciddbt of any nature 
yet occurred. 

Saturday, 11th, wind N.W.—^This day strong breezes abd heavy squally 
weather; men of war struck lower yards and topmast ; fleet ride well. 

Sunday, 19th, wind W.N.W.—.This day hard and tremendous gales, 
with heavy squalls, and rain ; ships ride easy, and perfectly secuic. 

Monday, 13th, wind N.W.—Tiiis day strong breezes, and squally; fleet 
ride in complete security. 

Tuesday, 14th, wind W.S.W.—This day fresh gales and squally, vdth 
rain ; fleet in perfect safety, making, with fresh arrivals, about 350 sail in 
Carrick Roads. 

Wednesday, 15th, w ind W.S.W.—^This day fresh gales and squally, with 
rain ; fl( et in perfect safety, some shifting berths. 

Tliursday, 16th, wind S.W.—Tliis day light breezes and fine weather; 
fleet in general cmployed.rigliting their anchors, &c.; nooccident. * ’ 
Friday, 17th, wind S.W.^This day moderate weather, bill cloudy, and 
changeable, l^well in from Jthe southward. * 

Saturday, 18th, wind N.VV.—^Tljis day moderate breezes, an<^ dear 
weatlier; ships ctmtinue to ride in safety, and clear of each other. 

Sundny, 19th, wind N.W.—^his day ntodefhte breezes, azid dear wea¬ 
ther ; fleet remain still in safety ; the number increases by several arrK'als 
from the eastward, making in all near 970 sail. 

Monday, 30ch, wind S.S. P.»—day liglit breezes, and thick hazy 
weather, with rain; fleet liciing well. 

JBsti. Vol. XXXIX. J x 



COMCIPOirBtffCt. 


m 

. ^EwH^y ill*4 winj 8.W.-->TbU da; fresb galei and kbidE efoudj vkih 
Mmtf tdth niai daet riding in |)erf«ct safaty. 

^ V', Wadneadaji 0Kd| wind S.S.'W.—This day light breeie^ and thick l||«y 
V wtetbery with rata; flaat continues to ride in safety. 

Thursday, SSd, wind N.W.—This day light brceses and dear ; fleet as 
before. 

Triday, 84tli, wind N.^i^.'->Ttus day light breezes and fine weather, fleet 
y* as before. 

Saturday, 95thf wind VV!|U.Thiwday strong gales, and hear; squalls,, 
with hail, fleet ride in perfect safety, men of war striking topmasts. 

Sunday, S6th, win6 S.W.-rThis day strong gales, and thick doudy wea> 
tiidr, with rain, fleet continues without aoddent; lereral £ast Indiamett 
■rrived, under convoy of his Majesty’s ship Thais. 

Monday, 27th, wind S.Vir.—This day heavy* gales, and squally, with 
«ain ; fleet riding in safety, now increased to near 280. * 

Tuesday, 28Ui, wind N.W.—^fhis day fresh gales, and dear weather; 
fl|Mt ride ill perfect safety. 

'Wednesday, 29th, wind W.—This day fresh breezes, and changeable 
sreatber; fleet stiiWnoored in safety, and riding well. 

HiarSdey, SOtb, wind W.S.W.—Ibis ddy light breezes and line weathei; 
ricet preparing for sea. ' 

Friday, Slst, wind from S. to S.E.—This day moderate breezes and 
doudy, indined to rain; fleet employed in preparing for sea. 
i Saturday, April 1st, wind £.—This day light breezes and clear; tailed, 
his Majesty'e ship Thais, with convoy for the East Indies, and bis Majes- 
ships Phosnix and Badger, with convoy for Portugal and the Mediterra* 
aeao, in dl about 85 sail. 

Sunday, 2d, wind &W.—Tliis day light breezes and doudy; the wind 
shifts again to S.W.: his Majest/s ship Warrior and convoy remain as 

before* 

jMcunley, 3d, wind N.N.E.—Tliis day moderate and fine weather; re- 
mwtdfr of the fleet got under weigh, about 200 sail, per signal, and at 
Ibree P.M. was clear of the Manacles, after having remained iq Garrick 
Roads 31 days, during winch time it blew at intervals. Severely, without 
f^gqdoDt, or any other occurrence that bears that dnracter. The winds 
fljtriiig this time have been prindpolly from W.S.W. and as tlie ships were 
•hriq^,, (beyr rode perfectly secure. Ibis is another and corroborative 
inetaace of the importance and safety of Falmouth harbour, particularly in 
fbe win^ months, for ships and fleets bonnd to the westwa^. Its outlet 
tdtba Western Ocean has often been pointed out as one'of its greatest 
advaot^;as; and did n require fiesb proof of its facility in that respect, 
Ihil vdry poet would aniply affiird ft; tor the day after they sailed the wind 
diifkad to N<W* and had ^y started fromP any other port in tlie Channel, 
they aaast uudoiditedly haVa been obliged to'put back; for from po one’ 
port in the (JIbaiinel, except Falmouth, could they have weathered (Jsliaftt 
with that wind. The putting back of fleets, if caught with the wind at N.W. 
to the eastward of Plymouth, is not' only frequent, but inevitable ; 
^whereas tliere is no instance ou record of that altcruadie having taken 
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pl«M undfr tlwt circumstance, of a fleet having once started from Fal- 
aoouth’bdving liji?re up again for the anchorage. This, eohtihiadil^Mtlt'its 
well kpovro security for a fleet, however targe it may be, KndeA Fattnoutb, 
without any degree of controversy, of all ports in the British CMHUiel, t|w 
safest and tlie best, at all times easy of access; and not only commodbi^f, 
but eligibly situated for readily gelling to sea. 

{Signed) 

„ Agent and Surveyor to Lloyd’s. 

* W ... 


A iHarp tke Wiwbf and general \tate qf\ke Weather i ttgether laiik a 
Statement nf Oeeureneee whkk took ptib eat Falmouth darmg ike datf ^ 
the Wat India Fleet*qf‘ 360 Saily and upwardt, under eonvoif oj ha 
Majc$ty*t Shipe Smftsuief Araxet, Redwings and Cmmuift having put 
into that Fort with a contrary Hind on the Blh, and remained Author 
till the 25th December, IQ 14. 


Thursday, 8ch, wind S.S.W.—This day strong gales, with ram, the 
AVeatfaer thick and cloudy: arfived U.M.S. Swiftsure, 74, Cdhway, S4, 
Bedwing, 14, with 80 sail of merchant ships of the convoy'destined toftha 
West Indies, who, together with the other part of this fleet, coQsisuii| of 
snore than 360 ships, having got out as far to westward as Scilly, were, in 
roiiseqoencc of had weather, obliged to bear up for aa anclHirage, thf 
above portion of the fleet renched Falmouth in safety, and Hticboied m 
Carrick Robds without accidenr. * 

Friday, 9th, wind S.VV.—This day, with the whole of lust night, it blew 
a continued and heavy gale, with thirk gloomy weather, till 10 AJd.: 
several ships were seen off the Manacles, making for tins port; the pilots 
from St. Mawes, with an activity highly creditable to them, and thoOgh^he 
sea was very high outside the harbour, succeeded m boarding tfaent, and 
in the afternoon 11. M.S. Araies, with IIC sail of vessels, were aachofUd 
III Carrick Roads, and other anchorages, independent of tlmse whidi 
arrived yesterday, without the slightest accident whatever. And tioswiih- 
standing the appearance of being crowded in tlie Road, tiiere waa suffieimlt 
room for 50 or 60 sail more, besides more room in St. Just Pool, asifle 
and eligible anchorage, where, from the shelter it possesses, sliipearc not 
liable ever to receive thaslightest injury in any we.nher. 

Saturday, )0th, wind S. S.VV.—All tbene 34 hours strong gales, with 
rain, tbe wind having blowji hard Irom S,$.W, fur several clays,ithere was 
consequently a bigli sea: several of thp outward ships shifted their berths, 
and anchored further to the w|:»tward, and three or four cither ships of the 
convoy joined the fleet ed^o, with equal safety ns those before'armed, 
Sunday, iltli, wind S.S.\V, S.W. and VV.$.\V.—This day continues 
boisterous and sc{ually, tbe sea outside and between tne Ciutle'very high; 
the fleet appear to ride heavy^ but without danger; none have drove, nor 
b#$ any aceideut ocimved* 
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Moo<^)'r 13Ui, ik'iai) $.W.«>Tfaefle St Iiours the weather snmietfiihg 
a^e moderate { laveral of the outward ahipa moved Kiglter up the har¬ 
bour, and found some difficuUjr to weigh their aneborSf iimn the superior 
^ quality nf the ground: im cnsu^ty to the ships. 

Tuesday, ISih, wind is. to W.S.W.—^Tbe first part of this day moderate 
and cloudy; latter pwt strong gales .and squally; the sen high from the 
SQU);!|)ward. which caused the outside ships to roll heavy, but without appre- 
beusion of danger : no acrident has yet happened. 

Wednesday, Atb, wind S. S.W.-r*This day tlirotighout continues 
boisterous weathers the ilcet ride in safety. . 

" Thursday, IStli, wind W.S.W.—First part more moderate; towards 
ni^t the wind having siiifted to tlie west and W.S.W. and Mew a severe 
gale, the ship Kingston having aifchoied on the edge of Falmouth bank, 
drove into deep water, and falling on board the Fiixabetb, Captain Radley, 
carried away her bowsprit, bead, and foremast; and the ship John, from 
the same cause, fell on board II.M.S. Araxes, whose crew cut away the 
mcrchaiitmairs mizeii'mast; the rest of the fleet ride well, aitd in safety* 

Friday, 16th, wind W.-*The gale from the westward continues with 
unabated violence; at four A.^. the brig John, Rubens, parted from her 
anchor, And driving on shota 'in Mavve's Creek, was stranded: this 
vessel had anchored much too far the eastward at first, beitig not more 
than half a cable's length from tlie shore, and had when she parted nut 
more than 40 fathoms of cable out. In this state she had rode out the 
gale, whilst froru the southward, well; but its sudden shift to the west, 
by which she tailed iieiir the laud, prevented her veering cable; sire 
has, Irowever, been got off tiic rock, and is capable of being repaired t no 
other accident bus happened. 

Saturday, 17th, wind S.S.VV.—The wind this day backed to the S.W. 
yet the ships appear to ride easy, having now their relative situation as 
when anciiurcd at flist. Tlie weather continurs very unpromising, its 
appearance indiciuing the continuance of the starm : several of the ship'i 
moved into Strandgate channel (where there is safe anchorage for a con* 
aidcrable nuinbcr), and rode out the gale with case and^^^/cct safety, many 
of them having had only 30 or 40 fathunis of cable dp|||^ the remainder of 
tlieir slay heie. * 

Sunday, 18ih, wind S.W.—This day continues stonny weather; the 
weather peculiarly thick and gloomy : fleet all well. 

Monday, lOth, wind S.W.—These '24 hours something more moderate; 
the weather continues hazy: ships ride well,‘(Aimpletcly clear of each 
other, Hi^d in perfect safety. 

Tuesday, 20th, wind variable.—This day the weather is moderate, and 
wihd c4ian«eahle, iinlicating a change totally. Ships repairing the damages 
SUSMined lately, and preparing for sen. 

Wednesday, 21st, wind S.—These 24 hours fresh gales andeloudy; 
sea high fro.in the southward; latter part heavy rain, with squalls i ships iti 
safety. >• ■ 

Thursday, 92d, wind S.S.F.. and S.S.W,—Heavy gales, and dark cloudy 
weather, and rain: at day-light a brig was discovered at ancluir between 
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Pehdennit iPoiut Bad Ilelford Harbour, close to tlie shore*,' At eleven she 
tnade signals of distress; the pilots from St. MaSrei went off and took but 
her erew; she proved to be the Neptune, Fiides, from London for Liver- 
paol, in ballast; at 3 P.M. in a heavy sqnpll, the wind shifted suddeoiy'tu 

5.5. W. when the master returned to bis vessel, taking with him people 
from the shore, and having succeeded in weighing bis anchor, hmuglit her 
in safety to St. Mawes, having only lost one anchor and cable. Notwith¬ 
standing the sudden shifts of the wind, the fleet continues in safety in Car-,<t 
rick Roads, and diflerent anchorages, without fea^ or apprehension. 
N.B. This day HtM.S. Hope, with several sail from Plymouth, arrived to 
join convoy: upwards of 350 sail in the Roads. * 

Friday, 8Sd, wind S.8.E.—The wind this day blowing nearly a gale from 

5.5. E .; the weather unfavourable : no accidents with the fleet, which rides 
well, and perfectly easy*. 

Saturday, 2-lth, wind S.E. by E.—'This day the weather moderate; the 
commodore making signals to prepare for sea, and for all to repair on board 
their respective ships. 

Sunday, 2Sih, wind E.N.E.—^This day moderate weather, and clear: 
i'.t day-light signal was made to weigh: at 3 P.M. the whole fleet cigar of the 
harbour, without the smallest^accident. * * 


Fro{n the foregoing diary, the importance of Falmouth harbour in a na¬ 
tional point of view must be obvious to every experienced seaman. A fleet 
of nearly 300 sail entered the port in thick and blowing weather, where 
-they rode out in safety one of the longest and severest gales on record, the 
wiud blowing incessantly from those points which peeuliarly affect the 
ioadstead. No accident occurred during their* stay, which reasonable 
precaution might not have prevented; and in the short space of six hours, 
the whole fleet was clear of the harbour and Manacles. 

It is propes to add, that the huoys which were laid down to mark tiie 
channel, were all removed during the last summer; yet even this disad¬ 
vantage is an additional proof of the facility of approach, and national im¬ 
portance of FaluMiiinth Harbour. 

Dated 6fA Januf^i" 1815. (Signed) 


Agent and Surveyor to Lloyd’s. 


Kinii tyf SuJ^ects for Corrapondenh, • 

HR. EDITOR, • • 1814 March, ^818. 

1 HAVE read with much plansure the interesting details of active seivii'c 
carried on by different ships in the Mediterranean, during the late 
war, furnished by your valuable Correspondent Themly, whose pen, I 
hope, will long be employed in the service of the Naval Chronicle, and hij 
example followed by other oifleers, who have now leisure to employ them- 
Sfclves in recording mcritorioub services, and brilliant actions. Allow me 
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to cttll their ntteoiion to>the following topia iu parucular :>—f he Colette 
acoeAint of actions, we know from experience, are frequeiitljiverjr brief end 
barren; is it not therefore very desirable, that officers wiw beve bfen in 
actions, of which we have such imperfect accoonts, shonld fumiih 
mincte and particular details t ' 

An engagement is often terminated by some fortunate manceuvre of a 
shipgtat many officers of the navy can testify; would not esamples of this 
kind be estremely useful; and could not many of your Correspoi^ents fur- 
* ntsh you with tbed||| from personal experience? As an example, 1 refer 
you to an account of the preservation of the Magnificent, of 74 gona,*bj 
the uncommon exertioq and superior seamaiidiip of Cnptain Ha^es, when 
at anchor off the Black Hocks,' recoidcd in one of the late Volumes of the 
Chronicle. , » 

Merit in a subordinate station is seldom rewar(||cd with public encomi¬ 
ums; but is it not to be wished, that instances of merit, in whatever siap 
lion, should be handed down to posterity, and does nut the British navy 
■bound in luch instances. From thp, manner in whicli naval enterprises 
have been conducted, may noypudh he learned, and many valuable lives 
Saved in future. By goiiig: h>t^he detail of boat enterprises, and 

the wliol^ pf that speciHW 4|AtWM)HhHuipaied coup dt tnoin, might nOt 
much be taught to jimier those who have been concerned in 

soch attacks ? Ships meeting wlm violent storms at sea, are sometimes 
preserved from foundering, by very uncommon and singular expedients; 
might not accoui^ts of these prove liigidy valuable aud servicciible on future 
nreasions. Are not all biographical anecdotes of deceased naval officers 
highly interesting to naval readers-^l might say to general readers ? Aiid 
■re not such records of .the meritorious services of those who Itave fallen it 
defence of their King and Country, due to the memories of those bravp 
warriors? These hints may, 1 trust, prove useful, and nut entire^ on- 
wortiiy the nonce of your correspondents and readers, whom I must how¬ 
ever leniiud farther, if tfiey are deposed to pursue my ideas, that accuracy 
I* most likely to be attained by desciibing events while they are recent; 
the liipse of a few years makes great inroads on the memory, aud the cir- 
ruinstancSb i^hicli formed tlie chief merit of an action pr enterprise, are 
soon forgotten ; by committing these to the guardian pages of your highly 
interesting Chiouicle, officers will, in the duwn-hdl of life, review with 
|itea»ure and gratification the scenes wjiich faithleM menioiy would tbeu 
lecurd far kss distinctly, and with far less minuteness. 1 know of no way 
in winch our half-pay officers can more pleasingly or usefully beguile some 
of tbeir vacant hours, than by devoting them to such epipluyments; aud I 
trust some of them will soon «»end \ou niaterials in the style of I’Acsie/y, 
whiun I beg leave tu bold up as ai> esl'cllent example of what I here re* 
I'oiunieiid, being satisfied that niuny, like myself, have read bis conimu- 
iiicatiuns witii infinite pleasure. 
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OUervdtkm tv a Havaji O^er in a Cruisa up the AteJUerraneun, . 

iia. SDlTbS, March 9th, 1818. 

the fullowing remarks made during a cruise up the Mediterranean 
A when a boy^ in 1807, are werthy a place in your Chronicle, in t/iis 
dearth of naval news, they are much at your service. 

4 * 

After passing the Dardanelles, I arrived, on the 10th of April, 1807, 
Messim^ in Sicily; from hence £tna is perceivaftle in ail its splendour ; 
the summit of this wonderful phenomenon of nature is 14^000 feet from its 
base, and the circumference of its base is said to be 180 ^les. The town 
of Catania, which has sflfiered at various periods from the lava, is 30 miles 
from the mouth of the crater; there Ims not been an irruptioii since 1787, 
but the people residing in tlie nei|^ho.i^(^ are in constant appreheniioiv 
particularly when Stromboli is at al^l^^sed, (this mount is to. the west¬ 
ward of Sicily): the top is coverli|l^itn M|mal snows, especially on the 
north side. 1 remained but a verjh^s|kS|^l^huqNp||^ quitting it for Naples | 
here I saw part of the ruins If of ancient Cam¬ 
pania, which was inundated (if I may ^ myself) by the lava from 

Vesuvins in 70, when Pliny the elder lost his life. Near this place stood 
Pompeii, which was destroyed by ^an earthquake during Nero’s reign* 
Vesuvius is nbout 3,700 feet above the level of the sea, Horn the prater^of 
which smoke of a sulphureous smell is cuntinunlly issuing. N.E. of V^o- 
vius is Nola, where Augustas died. Near Naples, is the ftiaiid of Capri,,* 
from which you have a delightful view of the Bay qf Naples ; it is famous 
for having been one of the retreats of the hateful Tiberius. Tacitus, in 
the 4th Book of his Annals, and in the Supplement to the 5th Book, gives 
an enlarged account of the tyrant*s conduct during his stay there; there are 
numberless curiosities here, os well as iu Sicily, but from my short stay, 
and limitetl knowledge of the language, I was unable to satisfy myself in a 
number of points. I embarked on board a Corsican fetucc^bound to 
Civita Vecchia, at which place 1 arrived on the 6th of May: from hence I 
went up the Tiber to Rome; this river is very narrow at the entrance, 
with a bar running across the inoiiih, which renders it inaccessible to 
liarge vessels; it widens consideraldy some distance up, in short, it is the 
finest river in Italy. Rome, of which 1 am now to write, is situated about 
18 miles up this river; it will be out of ,iny power to describe tl^s cppifal 
of the once greatest empir^ on e-arth, within the compass of a*lcttel‘: i 
shall briefly therefore touch upon leading points, lloine is uow faipedj, (Jar 
being tlie centre of an ecclesiastical tyranny, which has long held the 
greater part of the world in subjection: the Vatican, the winter residence 
of Uie bead of the papal church, is the largest heap of buildings known; it 
it said to contain 10,000 rooms, and has 240 staircasesthis astouishing 
pile was begun in the dth centpry, and successive Popes have hirrcnscd it 

• For view of, see N.C. vol. ixv. p. 40l>. 
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to its preMOt iQP|nUude t diat tl^ library is tha richest in the world, irf 
priotS) books, and maoascripts, I believe is universally allr^wed \ araongsc 
other nre worlfs, here, 1 am tdd, is deposited our Henry the 8th*s defence 
of the seven sacraments, against Martin Luther’s exceptions, whicl^ so 
pleased the Pope, that he .besfowed upon him the appellation which Our 
&veioign now bears, of Fidei Defensor. On approaching Rome, the first 
public edifice which meets the eye is St. Peter’s, of which onr St. Paul’s is 
tt miniature copy j it.is said this church is built on the spot where once was 
' Nero’s Circus, an^|^hich had been stained with the blood of thousands of 
liis feUow«crcBtureL The first appearance of this church is beyond con> 
Ceptlon grand : the arep is surrounded by nearly 300 columns, in the centre 
of which stands an obelisk, of'grttnite^ 80 feet high, placed here by the 
command of Caligula: it would fill n volume to describe the beauties and 
curiosities of this superb building ; the lantern in |he centre of the dome 
is 350 feet above the pavement; round the cupola, are written, in gold 
letters, the annexed passage from the gospel of St. Matthew, chap. xvi. 
verw 18, *** Tu es Petrus, et sn^ hanc Petram, sdificabo ecclesiam 
meam, et Tibi Dabo ciases Regni ctelorum.”—The summit of this stupen¬ 
dous building is about 420 feet in height : from the upper gallery the houses 
of ^me appear as tombs in a chpreh-yard, ^in point of size. You have an 
excellent view of the Meditemneag pn one side, and the barren plains of 
Campagnia on the other: history records that it was 300 years in building. 
The Pantheon, or Rotunda, stands next in point of grandeur; the ihterior 
of the dome is 150 feet in height, and 150 feet in diameter: the walls are 
SO.feet thick: the window, on opening to admit light, is at the top, and is 
30 feet in diameter; it was built for a Temple, and dedicated to the Gods 
by Agrippa, after the battle of Actium, A. U. C. 723 ; it is now used as a 
church. St. Paul’s is a noble building; it stands without the walls of the 
city, upon the banks of the Tiber: the remains of St. Paul are said to be 
deposited under the high altar; others say that the church was built over 
his grave. 

The Amphitheatre, or Coliseum of Vespasian, next attracts the atten¬ 
tion of the curious; this place was consf-ucted so as to be capable of con¬ 
taining for 86,000 persons (there are four rows), and 20,000 more 
might find standing room ; it is an oblong, 580 feet by 480 (including die 
^rena, in the centre of which is placed a cross) and 160 feet high; it is now 
in a most ruinous state; as are also the Temples of Jupiter, Antouinus, and 
Faustina, Romulus and Remus, the Sun and Moon, with many others: the 
sue of the Roman Forum, once so famed, is now^ miserable degradation ! 
a cpw-field. The Temple of Concord, where Cicero once,charmed the 
egr, lulled, the passions^ and fascinated Uie seqees, by the strength of his 
arguniuni, the choice of his language, imd the happy combination of inven¬ 
tion, dispositiuo, and pronunciation, is al^ in ruins. In a similar state, 
nem^iUiis place, is the Capitol, from whence the Vateiii, Fabii, and 
Scipios, once gave laws. To the westward of the town is the-Tarpoian 
]^cli^.|0 cailedy^/rom Abe Virgin Turpeia, who was burnt upon it, for 
t^ra 3 'jng.jkome to the Sabines: from tliie Rock, by the niiciciU laws of 
liie 12Tables, persons found guilty of ceiUiin crimes were precipitated; 
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md^iD thii rock tyAiat of«Dtiqttity,i Neroj lOM to lu|ve oipmted t& 
libcrfiiies^ but»be cbose 1a>a most pasHimimous maoner* to bo to ^a' 
oicoailoner. For ao occoant of thh tranaactioo, vide Totally ap^Mia to 
book l«th of the Aanals. ^ ' ' > " , " 

ndn the spot where once stood the prison ia which Peter and Pam 
were incaroernted by Nero, stands a small' chapel, in dbtomemoration pf. 
their unmerited punishment. Near Rome are alip the’^oatacombs, whipfa 1 
Was told ^n several miles under ground in a windMfdirectbn, but I . 
believe the distance is greatly exaggerated. Of tite m||^ers and Oustotoe 
of the Italians, much has been said, both by ancients and moderns, there¬ 
fore I need not intrude my opinions, which generally speaking would not 
he mnch in their favour, although I Confess* that I always received every 
attention and kimfness from all classes * 

On the 14tii of May I sailed from Civita^Vecebia, and arrived at Gibraltar 
on tite 3l8t: this important place has been so often, and so well described 
by those better able to do justice to it than I am, that ic woulc^pear pre¬ 
sumptuous to attempt it, I shall therefore briefly say, that it u, properly 
speaking, a peninsula of Spain, and' Was saHod by the ancients a pillar 
Ilereules, as Mount Allas opposite on the Barbaiy siiore was another t k ie 
an immense rock, about two miles long :&om nOrlb t^Jhiuth, and-about one 
mile across from east to west, and tSOtPleetiifabve the level of the sda; oa 
the summit is a battery, signal post, &e. A Frenchman has said, " it is 
not of the least use to England, but they imagine tlieb honour concerned 
in the preservation of it, in spite of nature, which seems tp have allotted it 
to the Sovereign of the Peninsula, of which it forms a part; they (Ifae 
English) spare no pains to fortify, to retain, and to defend it. Spain, on 
the other hand, has no motive but vanity in attempting to recover it, and 
tf» iliis phantom, under a monarch spacing of the blood and treasure of his" 
subjects, did she, during the space of four years, sacrifice immense sums, 
the most hopeful plans of more distant expeditions, and even the iiatiuhal 
glory.’' 

This was most true, and will be a lasting monument of fame to the 
memory of General Elliot; it'is b£fieved that the block ships alone„ which 
were brought against the fortress, cost the Spanish monarch fiil% millions 
and a half of litres. The celebrateU Moreno commanded in chief, seconded 
by the Prince of Nassau ; the whole plan of attack was arranged under the 
famous engineer, D'Arcoii; but all their efforts were unavailing, for one 
short day crushed their presumptaous hopes of annexing this Rock to the 
Spauish dominions. Itk Importance to Great Britain, in despite of the' 
Frenclunait's assertion', which f have just quoted, is very manifipst: >ihe 
Buy is capacious, and the Mole'most useful; they are plentifully 
with fish. The Barbary powers afe kept tunder subjection at a tril^g 
comparative expense, as it prevents in some measure the ngcessiiy^f 
keeping up large squadrons to protect our’trade against the piratical (K^« . 
« sitihh ’of the petty states on the soutfiern shores; m a navgl dtpit aloua^ic 
is invaluable; from it we can mark the movement hf^fyei^eaMl etoKrill{| 
the Streights: as across the Genta (Mount Abyla) the diitamto to net 
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more than 15 miles, so' that no vessel can pass in the ciay>time ondisccr* 
mefecU The Tortificatiarts of Gibraltar' are perhaps the'StroiiKest in the 
world, not eiioepting Malta, patticnlarf/lMi the north side, opposite the 
Spanish lines : batterer 'surmomits battery from the base to the aomintt; 
tbe*east sida is insurmonntable, being nearly a perpendicular. The garri¬ 
son duftng war consists of 4(K)0 men; the inhabitants dnctnate from 
8 b> 4000, of all nations and habits; it is said that there are not less than 
SOOO pieces of cannon mounted on this little Rock, which is certainly the 
pride of Great Britain, and an object of envy to Spain. I shall here 
reiestse you from the task 1 has’e imposed upon you, by conhiiine your 
attention to this unlcSfered string of reflections and observations. I take 
no merit to myself fpr them,*for as they occurred to my uiumored mind 1 
wrote them down; so with all their faults, I conflde tUetu to your care. 


^ TO THE RIGHT HON. LORD MF.L\^ItI.E. 

MY LOUD, ^ ^ iniS. 

i * * ‘ f 

E very one who wishes well bis country, and is desirous of seeing it 
long continue glorious and invincible in arms, and the sovereign of the 
seas, must have been pleased lo hear it stated, during the short debates r>ii 
the Naval Estiipntes, by a Lord of the Admiralty and its Secretary, that 
. the British navy was at this moment in the most efiicient state, and that 
fleets could more speedily be prepared fit to cope with, and to conquer any 
opponent, than at tir: commencement of any former war. J sincerely 
hope, my Lord, as war cannot be our present interest, that wc sl-ri!l nut 
soon have occasion to resort to it; but at the same time wc know, that the 
sorest way to avoid it, is to be well prepared for it ; and therefore I was 
certainly glad to hear these statements made on the part of the Honourable 
Board over which your Lordship presides. 

The activity and determination witHlbliicli the American government are 
preparing a navy, that will speedily become foridTidable, ought unques¬ 
tionably to arrest the attention of Englisliuieii, and to call forth commen¬ 
surate exertions on the pan of the British govcriimenr: it is perfectly under- 
stond that these relate to the preparing equal sized, armed, and manncit 
ships, as the superiority of the Americans in these most important respects 
are so well known, as to require only to be mentioned to be fully understood. 
What provision has been allotted in the naval estimates ofUie present year, 
for building new ships of an enlarged description, I cannot say, as hitherto 
I haup had no'opportunity of Aeing any detailed statement of them, but 
from .Sir George Warrender’s and Mr. C’'oker’s observations, I trust they 
are in some degree-adcqnate to the object. I have indeed heard that your 
. X.ordship, after seeing the Franklin, had immediately ordered twelve sail of 
.the line of similar construction to he laid down ; but some are of opinion, 
the order only was given to prepare that numher of old ships for carrying 
an ttildilional number of gunSf when wanted for service. I trust, however, 
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my Lord, that both tkete accounts are correct, and that active and ener* 
gecic measures are already taken to (trepare tiie British navy for austainuig 
its'wonted glorious ^superiority : thi^waiit of better armed, and more pow¬ 
erful ships, is universally expressed througliout the navy, and 1 was indeed 
surprised to see no notice whatever taken of \liia during tlie debates uii she 
naval estimates: tlas circumstance, however, leads me to hope, that the 
necessary and proper steps have been already taken, to rpmove all cau^ of 
auxiety and complaint on this head. , 

The Hon. Secretary of the Admiralty likewise took great merit to him¬ 
self (but of this I would must willingly give your Lordsliip and the Board 
your full share) for the many and great iinpruvemeuts introduced into the 
naval service during your adnunistration ; tifb continued e6furt8 ot your 
Lordship and the Board are well entitledvto the applause of the,country, 
and the gratitude of the npvy, and 1 trust tvill be persevered in with undi> 
iniuislied vigour, and produce effects which will be found to be of the hap¬ 
piest kind, when war again ensues. I am now anxious to pay a welUmerit- 
ed tribute of respect to the useful services of the two naval lords laliily retired 
from tile Board : the character and merit of Sir George Hope are so well 
known, as to require no panegyric; and I know he carries with him into 
retireiueiit the good wishes of hi^countrymeo, and mptc particiilqfly of his 
professional brethren. Allow me also lo co^ratulate your Lordship up 
having appointed to your assistance, in dieir places, two* naval oibcers of 
the most distinguished talents and professional reputation, wlio, 1 am hope¬ 
ful, will, by their experience and professional information, be able, as I 
am confident they will he willing, to promote and advance tiill/arlher tbe 
best interests of the navy. 1 think it is particularly furtyiiate that both 
these ufbeers held high and responsible commands an the American coast 
during the late contest, and that no officers m tiie service perhaps are more 
capable of judging fully and correctly of the proper steps to be taken, in 
order to keep our navy in a fully efficient state, to meet whatever eveata 
may be before us. Able naval advisers at your Lordship’s Board are ludis- 
pciisahle to lead to wise and prudent measures being adopted; as, however 
zealous and anxious, your Lordsbip^antiuc possibly possess that accurate 
and just information o^all points, which can alone guide with certainty to 
the adoption of them. 

Hoping that your Lordship's administration will continue to be 
distinguished by wisdom, firmness, and vigour, 

I am, 

Your LordsbiiTs obedient humble Serv^, 

(^cea^us. 


Sir George Cock burn and Sir Henry Hothaui. 
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.. lift. BPITO»> * ^ , 

r ? is very long since we heard of c tSuek from the Royal Dodc-yanb. 

Can any of your readers inform os if the seren new S4’s ImiUing ate 
on <he plea and of foe size oflfoe American sliips of that class; w if it it 
intended toiay down mure ships of that description, as vacancies ogihac. 
Hftfoinks we ought to begin to look about us. 


tMe4tot% 


Cate D'utrpu in a Natal Officer*t Family, 


HR. ftftiTOB, *' April 9th, 1818. 

^ p 

I N a forfoer communication relative to foe situation of naval officers* 
widow% i proposed to animadvert on some strong cases that bad fallen 
under my dLservation. Agreeably to such intimation, I will now state a 
few facts, that will need no other illustration than such as the sympathy of 
a benevolent mind will immediately feel. 


Daring the autumn of the last year, I^was making a tour through the 
western part of England. At th^ estremity of a small village my carriage 
met an accident, which obliged me to stop. At the instaitt a cottage door 
was opened, and assistnnoe proffitred to me, in the kindest manner, by a 
young man, whose accent and appearance was not that of a rustic. 
Whilst tlie vehicle was repairing, I accepted this invitation; and on 
entering the al^de, so hospitably opened fur my accommodation, 1 ob> 
served foe faded vestiges of furniture that had once displayed the smiles of 
fortune; but whose antique form and crazy texture, were now consistent 
with the appearance of two female inbabitantSf whom foe young man 
addressed as his iiunts. The roanamr of those persons was altogetlier 
beyond the vulgar; and I could not resist that interest which is apt to 
create a degree of inquisitiveness. The seoior female proceeded to answer 
sny inquiries,.by acquainting me, tlmtlber father (whom she named) liad 
been an active and zealous officer in the royal na% for a period of &fty 
years: and tliat during the revolt of the American colonics, lie had been 
wrecked on tile enemy's coast, and from the cruel treatment the Americans 
then shewed towards English prisoners, added to subsequent circumstances, 
bis constitotion became so injured, that be died within two years after bis 
liberation. Being far advanced in years, and a warrant officer, lie applij^, 
for superannuation: but sq illiberal was the naval administration at font 
period, that ^nch an ipdulgefi'Ce was refused tg this worn-out veteran, unless 
be conld present himself to the Rlard.of Admiralty. In the mean time tiie 
ship (in ordinary) to which he had been,appointed on his arrival from 
America, was broken uj), and fur foe space of eleven months, that poor 
old officer was sending up petitions and certihcales, without obtaining his 
superannuation. It was at length granted: but, alas 1 only dated from the 
^ day of issue, consequently during those menths in which lie had obtained 
credit for the subsistence of bis family, he bad accumulated a debt, whidi 
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either the cruel regulation of the Boatd, or the diieanery of office derkiv 
disabled him from repairing. A Wtsken heart finished hii career^ and the 
xipacii^ of creditors turned tusdlmilj pennylesss into the etreets! Aid 
who arere his children, is the next queetion-^or lus wife had died dnrh^ 
■liis absence. Here the heart must indeed lib callous, diat could puraoethe 
aapieeding anecdotes, and not conceive a similar dq;ree of compassion and 
sympathy to that which 1 endured at the recital. His family coosisted of 
three daughters, and two grand'chiidren: the eldest an officers widow, the 
nest likewise tlie widow of a naval officer, and the third, unfortunately, a ’ 
cripple. The eldest did not long survive her father; But the situation of 
the second was m peculiarly afflictive, that I never vscollect her story with¬ 
out experiencing a mixture of pity and comnlisisration fur her, and of shame 
and contempt fur those of my own sex, svho having power aud^ influence, 
could exert neither for suffering fellow-creature. When yoking, sKe was 
married to an officer of good family and connexions, wlio immediately pfiv^ 
cured fur him the patronage of the commander-in-chief on--th#WeSt India 
station, and in a few weeks after his marriage he sailed with the full hope 
of speedy prumution. In a few months he died in the hospital at St. Lucie, 
on the instant that the desired promotion had been obtained ! His wdow 
had given birth to a female iDf|nt, and both were left destitutt^of all sup¬ 
port, except the casual boniity of relatives. For adhering to the regula¬ 
tions, a widow cannot be admitted 00 the pension list till married a full 
year, except her husband be killed, or drowned, in the service, then her 
pension is considerably increased. Acknowledging this rule to be correct, 
surely the, death produced by contagion, in a clwiate where few, if any, 
would serve from choice merely, should be considered sufficiently merito¬ 
rious to entitle the widows of officers so cut off, to some remuneration for 
the loss BO grievously sustained. At the death of the old officer, flrst men¬ 
tioned, few situations could be more distressing than that of this poor 
widow and her orpbnn child. Her husband’s brother, also a naval officer, 
proposed to meet eveiy expense incurred on account of the infant, and be 
kept his word—till the West ladies also put a period to his existence. She 
then Irnd recourse to industry^adl kept a little school, till her daughter 
was grown up, and married to an officer in the navy; when her state of 
health being vei^ infirm, from tl>e repeated visitations of affliction, both 
herself and her crippled sister were maintained by the liberality of ber 
daughter's husband.*^ As if fate had not poured a full cup of wretchedness 
into this poor woman's life, her son-in-law was also doomed to die of the 
^^ellow fever, and she to*be separated from tliat daughter who was the sole 
object of her surviving aflections. Thd penrion of one was nc^ equal to 
the sufiport of so many; tlie daughter dutifully and generously appropriated 
one-half to the support of her mofher'^id aunt, and had desperately re¬ 
moved into a more populouf neighbourhood, to endeavour to use such 
industrious and honourable exertions, as might enable her to contribute 
more fully to their support. 

Thus bad I the mortification to behold the daughters, sister, and widow 
of men who bad fought andtiied in the country's service, bereft of every 
provision, neglected by the government, disregarded by the rich, aud 
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pining in poverty, withbut a hope this side Heaven. Petitions, I tearnt, 
hiui been traasinitted<»but‘intereit was wauling to give thnn eflect: even 
the Naval Charitable Society had declined ‘ relieving their distresses; atid 
during the whole course of their misfortunes, not one shilling had ever been 
graifted tp them from any department of the navy. Who can read of the 
thousands lavished on places, pensions, and speculative ph>jectB, and4ut‘ 
contrast it with the minor sum that, if annually bestowed, would have' 
alleviated distress so poignant, and been no mure than an act of common 
justice. 1 should pot omit to add, that my hist hospitable interlocutor was 
a midshipman, then shipless; but he is now embarked^ and will, I trust, 
he mure successful in the service than his predecessors—more meriturious 
] cannot add ; for, on full inquiry,*! have been iniurincd that ail those 
officers, of whom I have spoken, 'were highly esiiinable in bvery respect, 
and did honour to that country which refusi's to protect their helpless and 
hopeless female relatives from the biting blasts of penury. 

Should tlil^ statement meet the notice of any liberal mind, who may feel 
a desire to a'tsUt age and inhrmiiy struggling with distress, I shall be mos£ 
happy to give any further iurortnaliun; and I doubt not, Mr. Editor, but 
you will accept any letter entrusted to your care on so interesting u sub¬ 
ject, as you know my address. In a liiUii-eicoiiiinunicution. 1 will enlarge 
on the circuinsianccs I have aoV.*- cumn uiiii ated so briefly, and shall 
include some observations on a letter, rtlatue to pensions, that appears in 
the last number of your work, signed “ An Idler.’* 

t I am, your very obedient servant, 
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Rentarki on a Review qjf ChappelPt Viipage io Hudson’s Bap. 


llBr EDITOR, 


I B£0 leave to offer a few remarks on Article xi. No. S5, in the 
Quarterly Review, published in February 1618, on Lieutenant Chap- 
pel’s Voyage to Hudson's Bay in liis Majefly’s ship Rosamond. The pcr« 
aoiial reviewer of the above article may, I think, be traced to the 
Admiralty; and, with respect to the “ Voyage to Iludsou's Bay,” to re¬ 
verse his own quotation, but applied to the article xi. in the Quarterly 
Review, No 35, never was metal less attractive^” or more cruelly 
detractive.—The Reviewer observes, “ tliere is literally nothing worth 
communicating to the public at large ; nothing in'the slightest degree coni 
nected wi/,h professional sabjllp;l.’—Yes, the opinion of ihtf Admiralty is 
such, I little dou^. for lie cmuiiiunicates to ihb “ public,” and the ** pro- 
fessionf’ that the ignorance or iim^ntron of the Adininilty was such, that, 
when they sent the Rosamond on that !»ervic%, they did not provide the ship 
wkb one article of protection or defence against the dangers of such a na¬ 
vigation ; ai)d that the King’s ship, on her arrival at the Orkneys, where 
she found the Trade she was to convoy, was obliged to borrow, of the mer- 
ekunt vessels, ** ice anchors,” and other aAieles, without which she could 
not have proceeded on, or accomplished the voyage, and protection of' the 
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Hudfoa'i B(zv Trade. The Reviewer, incnutiousiy, and with much bitter- 
ness, remarks, ** He might just as well have written his little Volume on 
a voyage to the South Seas, as ^Kudson^s Bay," which uaturally must calt 
forth the observation from those, who, i» tpite of the Admraltyy read 
Lieutenant Chappel’s Narrative, that tAeir^Lordships mij'ht mutK beifer 
htn)a,tent the Rotamond to the South'Seaef and after such a remark of the 
Admiralty Reviewer, we cannot be surprised at his hurrying ** northward^ 
or southward, in search of ** metal more attractive'' than Lieutenant 
Choppel’s Narrative. 1 am, Sir, your’s, &c. 


ioj iat unac<;jiiMvmtsd tvkdf 
t^ieutenant 


Jfistorical Account of the Rise of the British Navy to the Command of 

the Ocean. 

[Cdiitinued from vol. sxxviii. page 286.] 

LcTTEn iir. 

Mi;. EDiTon, 

D UUING the war in which Loiiis-le-Grand undertook, in 167S, to 
crush the United Provinces, tlie putch naval forces/lisplayed them¬ 
selves with great crfdit. The French fleet, of 36 ships, with 1,926 guns, 
and 11,000 men, joined itself to the Knglish fleet, couMstiug of 65 sail, 
mounting 4,092 guns, and tnaiiticd by 23,530 seamen and marines. The 
allied fleets, consequently, amounted to 101 ships, 6,013 guns, and. 44.530 
men. The Dutch, by themselves, opposed to those forces 91 ships ; nnd 
the next year (1673), they re-appeared with 75 ships of war, which toge¬ 
ther mounted 4,312 guns, nnd 20,000 men. 

After the accession of William of Orange to the throne of England, the 
Dutch made common cause avith Great Britain. Janies II. who was 
obliged to cede the crown in 1688 to the Prince of Orange, had, from the 
very time of his being Duke of York, rendered great services to the navy of 
his country. Wlien King, he futmed excellent regulations for the adminis¬ 
tration of the Admiralty, and augmented the forces from 113 to I7S saB, 
d' invented also a new system of signals. 

Louis XIV. was one of the most active and formidable adversaries 6f 
the British maritime power. The Fretich icariit how to figlit regular 
battles by sea. July 10th, 1690, JPot^ille being* stationed oiT Dieppe, 
with 62 ships, won a glorious victory over an Anglo-Diittlvian fleer, of 60 
ships. The vessels of these two powers dared not for a long time afieY 
appear on the seas. But the empire of the seas, which Louis imagined 
possessed, was soon wrested from him. Agreeable to the French 
monarch's orders, Tourvillr, with only' 44 sail, fought near the TIogue, on 
the 29th May, 1691, an action, with a combined English nnd Dutch fleet, 
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I^sistrag of 99 ships.*. Nearly the whole fleet fdll ft victim of4usT|shiip8Si 
that period, li>ttis XIV. whose oondneatal wars ahsorbed .histrea- 
•urea, was qo loD|^r in a state to dispute the domiaiou of the seas aritb his 
heiflli hours. 

For a long time the EngUsh'had nothing to fear from theEpaniwds, who 
.towards the close of the 16tb century, had above 1,000 ships. Ever voce 
ie reign of Philip 11. their naval power ttad bwii declining.^ If En^pd, 
joiaed her forces to those of Holland, in order to prevent the union'*of 
Spain with Austria, ,it was solely ^r fear that in the sequel the niarhime 
jMwer of these two states should rival hers, and rO'^stablish an equality 
with Onsat Britain, a*hich she could not sufler. Philip V. wished to re> 
establish the tSpanisb navy.' Hf enctnimged several companies, whose 
olyect was to prevent the contraband trade of the Etiglisb in the Spanish 
South American dominions: in fact, several guards costas took many 
smuggling vessels. Such was the origin of the war of 1739* Admiral Ver* 
non took Monte*BeIlo, but was not so fortunate at Carthagena, where he 
lost many lives, especially a great number of young noblemen, who went 
tliere as on ti triumphal expedition. He raised the siege S7tb Apri4 1741. 
Commodore Anson, who, in four years, from 1737 to 1741, made the voy¬ 
age oflh4 world, captured many vessels fipm ti>e Spaniards. 

England and Holland, in order to balance the French power on the con- 
tiiiebt, assisted Marta-Theresa in her war with France, after the 4oAt:h of 
fuer father, Charles VE France and Spain were attacked by England and 
lloUand* For piue'months the Spanish fleet had been blockaded in Toulon 
by the English. Pebruary 9th, 1744, united with the French squadnm, 
it put to sea, hut was soon obliged to put back. The English had so 
much the advantage, that the French^ qt the end of tlie war, had only one 
ship fit for service. In the courw of the seven years* war, the superiority 
of the English was equally decided.Tlwy took from the French, nearly 
all tbeif colonies, and the Spaniards did not even dare to venture fn tlie 
Bay oi^ Biscay. * , * 

It IS princippny to this preponderance Uiai the English owe the extent of 
.riieir coiqmeiw,tHe numEer ofgood seamen,and the abundant sources of their 
i^v«nues. It is ^ost a century that they has e been masters of the whole Por> 
i^guesebotneperce. Tli^y procured Iby Metliuen's treaty the exemption of 
iheir goods ^rdiia dutii^ ^(which were imported into Portugal), and the free 
Passage of their weekly packets, which ?ail fur ^rtugal. in India, a doctor^ 
b]P name Hamilton^ restored the hcnltb of the Emperor Ferooksheea, wb^, 
.■this soltcitatton, gran^d the .English, in 1713,'not only exemption from 
ppatom-house duties, but also the riglit of coining, and of establishing fac¬ 
tories. They afterwas^ds prollted ,by the weakness of the Great Mogul 
Blahrattkli^ strengthen theii^^wn power in BengalJ Their company 
po wew in India a ^ast empire, which insdi'es them the possession of tlip 
prqeknis prodbcjtidhs Both of nature and art of all tlie coasts of the Indian 

rWmn *' '' v> 

vCWIe • « 

It is true that, in 1783, the colonies of North America separated theni- 
•lives from the motlmrcountfjr and France took advantage of^he iasurrecUoR 
•f |be Americao^ to di«puto oac 9 more widi the English the dominion of 
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thtsiNi: the Joined Spain, and formed a fleet of 6<$ tail of the line; but 
the successdid*not answer the hrilliant hopes which had been formed; fur 
Rodney defeated Admiral Lanjjara off Cadir, ]7Ui January 1780,^ wliooply 
saved five out of his eleven ships, Adniirtil F. Guicheii defended himself 
better in the West Indies, when, like his countrymen in general, he made 
the most spirited and honourahie resistance: at last he was obliged to yield 
to the very superior forces of the Englisli. Admiral De Grasse, on ISib 
April, 1783, lost seven ships out of 36, off Dominica. ** . 

Such constant successes, and a confidence in their own strength, led the 
Fuglish to treat all other nations with very little consideration, ft had been 
agreed, that all merchandise on board neutytti ships should lie respected, 
but the English would not recognise this right in ships coining from, or 
going to an enemy’s country. Tiiis unjust exceptiun involved in general the 
northern cuiiiiiierce, esjlecially the Russian. In consequence of which, 
Catharine II. hirined, in 1780, the armed neutrality, to which Denmark, 
Sweden, Russia, and all other maritime powers, acceded. "The Etiglisli, 
therefore, not wishiog to increase the number of their enemies, relinquished 
the searcl) of neutral vessels. I iiey suppressed in favour of Portugal, the 
navigation act issued by Cromwell. The unequal contest the Dutch Itad to 
sustain against England, shewed them, even in their fail, to t»b*worihy of 
their former maritime glory. Zuutmann defended himself, on the 5th of 
Auguse, 1781, near the Dogger Bank, with a courage highly to his iionoar. 

The war which England waged with the French Republic, confirmed her 
domini'in on the water. She took all the French and Dutch trans-iitlantic 
possessions, and much annoyed the commerce of these two nations. The 
alliance which Tippoo-Suitaun contracted with France, ^ve England the 
power of dividing the dominions of this Prince, ancf of extending her Indian 
possessions. In August, 1793, tlw English dcstioyed a great pi\rt of the 
French naval forces at Toulon ; and'^a stilt gicater one at Aboukir, Aiig. 1, 
1793, under Nelson. Since 1795, a line of English ships have blockaded 
ail the ports from tlie'Texcl to the Bay of Biscay ; and since the French 
have taken Hanover, from iheTexei to Hamburgh, lii 1799, the Anglo* 
Russian descent in North Holland destroyed the remains of the Dutch 
navy. In 1601, the Englisli were tlireatcued with a coaiiliun, winch the 
Emperor I’aul proposed to oppose to the British uaval tyranny, but the 
fninness which Nelson displayed in the passage of the Sound and bom- 
'bardineiit of Copenhagen, obliged Deniaark to make peace | and at the 
death of Paul, uniiciible Uruis were entered upon with Russia. 

The tieuiy of .\niiens siispeiidcd but for a short time thestru^le between 
rranofc and England ; nnd^he English goveruineiit^ who by its tYcaiy wiA 
Austria and Russia, iiud sheltereditse^ from the impending ston^, exer¬ 
cised the most absolute einpirc^on liie ocean, especially siuce lire battle of 
Trafalgar, Octobei 31, 1805, where Lord Nelson terminated his glorious 
career. In this action, 37 tine*of battle ships, aud four frigates, £ng|isb, 
engHged a combined French and Spanish fleer, of 36 sail of the line, and 
four frigates, one frigate blew^p, and 19 ships weic taken. In Fehrmu'y, 
3800 , three French ships of the line were tiiLeii ofl' St. Doiiiiiigu. 

Bflb. ^iiron. VoJ. XXXIX. 3 c 
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that time, to the abdication of Napolcon*]eoGrai)d, the English have con-'- 
tinued to make captures of many French, Dutch, £rc. ^c. shipd, and 
finally the victory of Algiers.—-Another new maritime nation has 
now sprung up, whose navy seems to prosper very much; who entered into 
a long war with only eleven frigates, and a few smaller vessels, against 
Great Britain, who at that time had far above 1,000 ships; and after 
obtaining some successes in her naval combats with the English, concluded 
^ a war, which has, however, had the effect of giving a most rapid aad 
astonishing increase to her infant navy, she having at present 25 sail of the 
line, besides frigates, sloops, &c.! 1—allude (o tlie United States. 

I am, Sir, 

• . ' * 

„ Tour obedient Servant, 



Afungo Puik. 

MK. EDiroft, i()th April, 1818. 

I N considering the account given of tire death of that celebrated 
traveller, the late Mungo Paijk, and 'other events related as having 
siuce happened, there certainly appears sufficient reason for doubt* 
ing the authenticity of the time, at least, in which it is said to have hap¬ 
pened. Tliis, I trust, will be made obvious by the following observa- 
lions 

Mr. Park, in jiis letter to Sir Joseph Banks, from Sansanding, dated 
November 16tli, 1805,i says, I have hired a guide to go with me to 
Kashna; he is a native of Hasson, but one of the greatest travellers in this 
part of Africa, having visited Alininna, Kono, Btiedoo, Gotto, and Cape 
Corse Cutlle,* to the south; and Tombueloo, Haouisa, Kashm, 

and Bornou, towards the east, lie says, that the Nyger, after it passes 
Kashna, runs directly towards the right hand, or the south; he never heard 
of any person who had seen its termination ; and is certain timt it dues not 
end any where in the vicinity of Kaslina or Bornou, having resided some 
time ill both those kingdoms. He says, onr voyage to Kasima will occupy 
two months; that wc touch on the Mmirs no where but at Tumhuctoo; the 
norrti bank of the river, in all other places, being inhahitetl by a race of 
people resembling the Moors in colour, called Surka, Muhingn, ami 
Tuarick, according to the dilFcrcnt kingdoms they inhahit. Ihaiensyet 
bad only,two conversations with Iny guide, and they were chiefly occupied 
ill adjusting nionty iirntti-rs; but I have iw doubt that 1 shall fin# him a 
^rery lAeful fellow-traveller.*’ * * 

So far Mr. Park’s last leticr that has b^cn received gives iiifuniiaiioii; 
but it appears hy no mr aiis hiipruhahic tliai he might have wriiteii a later 
communication, if the following account be but near the truth, received 


* Now called Cape CuastCusiIe. Fur u view uf Ihis C.istlc, see page 225 uf 
tbe present Voluuic. 
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from Tsaaco b; the governor of Senegal, and said to be from the journal of 
Amadi Fatourn^ Mr. Park's guide from Sansanding. 

There was Mr. Park, Martyii, three other white men, three slavey 
and injrself as guidt and inttrpreter ,* nine in number, to navigate* the 
canoe : without landing, we bought the slaves.'* 

Now from tliU account it is evident, that Amadi Fatoiirna must have 
been the person mentioned by Mr. Park, ki his letter to Sir Joseph Banjos; 
for he could not be one of the three slaves; and heiug a native of Hasson^' 
he could not be one of the three white men. But the journal farther informs 
us, that wlien they ‘‘ entered the country of Haqpssa, and came to an 
anchor, Mr. Park said to me, ‘ Non, Amadi, you are at li)e end of your 
journey ; I engaged you to conduct me^here; you arc going to leave me, 
but before you go, you must give me the names of the necessaries of life, 
&C. in the language of the countries llirongh which 1 am going to pass.' 
Again, * Mr.Park bad paid me for iny voyage before we left Sansanding; 

1 said to him, I agreed to carry you into the kin'gdoin of Maoussa ; we are 
DOW in Ilaoussa. 1 liave fulfilled my engagements with you ; I am now 
therefore going to leave you, and rclnm,’ ” 

This docs not agree with Mr. Park’s letter, before quoted, that he had, 
hind a guide lo go with him to Kashti^ f" which guide could ^ no other 
than Amadi Faiourna : How then was the agreement performed when they 
entered the kingdom of Ilaoussa ? An alteration might have been made 
III the agreement after Mr. Park wrote his letter to Sir Joseph Banks; but 
this wants confirinutioii: Amadi’s journal throws no light 5pon the subject. 
Mr. Park had now arrived at a critical situation in his travels ; he must 
have beer aware of the uiiccrluinty of his future progress ; and having iia« 
vigated the Niger Jour hundred miles from Sego; ascertained the situation 
of Toinbuctoo; and escaped vaiious perils; having, according to the jour* 
aal of Amadi FutournOf fought his way for tieo hundred iniles on that cele¬ 
brated river ; and at one time engaged a fleet of sixty sail of canoes, which 
be defeated with great slaughter; and must have made many observations 
worthy of communication; and as bis guide informs us, he was now about 
to lelurn into the kingdom of the friendly sovereign of Bamharra, whence 
be could have forwarded any cuiuinuiiication to the English on the Gambia; 
is there notsuflicient reason fur supposing, nay is it not certain, that Mr* 
Park would not have omitted so favouruhle an opportunity of giving an 
account of bis progress, situation, and expectations as to the future ? No 
such commuuiciitioii havmg been received, or even pretended by the guide 
to have been^elivercd to him, and ul'icrwards taken from him or lost, 
appears as one reason, amoingst otlmrs, furiloubtiiigi^he authenticity of tlie 
journal of Amadi Fatourna in all it^ parts. • 

Another difficulty appears iiijbelieving the authenticity of the relation, as 
follows: Amadi Fatourna says, in his journal, “ Next day (Saturday) Mr. 
Park departed, and I slept in the village (Yuuur). Next morning, I went 
to the King, to pay my respects to him ; on entering the house, 1 found 
two men, who came on horseback," he. &c.—“ The next iiioriiing, early; 
(that must have been Monday) '* the King sent an army to a village call^ 
Boussa, near the river side. There is before this village a rock, across the 
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iwliote brtailth of thctiwr," «re told that thi» aririy foole 

pniMiiu>a of the rock before Mr. Paris arrived. This nf^iist hate «bben 
mhout fortjrfigAt hoora after Mr. park departed from Yaour, Now,' wt 
are left altogether to conjeeiere what had detained him from passing this 
roclr'hefnre the second morning of his departure from Yaour. Atiowing 
the current of the river to have carried him three miles in an hour, he 
iSoold have haen an hundred and forty-four miles on its course from that 
village ; liow then could an army overtake him and oppose his passage ? 
He might indeed have stopped somewhere, but the journal gives no such 
intimation ; and Amadi could easily have ascertained from the surviving 
•lave, what had occasiRned such delay. For the rKsinnce of fioussa from 
Yaour, as laid down in the inap, being about twenty mila, Mr, Park, 
if only carried along by the current of the river, may be supposed to linve 
been at the Mck about leven hours after his departure fn>in Yaour ; but an 
snrmy is ordered, between thirty and forty liours after lits departure, to 
nardi and intercept him here. Truly the veracity of this account,-when 
examined, appears more than doubtful. Even if* the distance fr*»m Yaour 
to Bousm were supposed to he greater than represented in the map, slii] 
the difficulty is the same ; as tlie march of the army, and the receiving at’ 
orders, wpeld occupy a greater space of tin^e. 

As a traveller, Amadi Fntouriia may be supposed to have possessed com* 
non observation, and capable of detecting glaring incooHihtcncics in narra* 
tidn ; how tiien is this part of his journal to he reconciled with the'evtsuis 
it pretends to relate, and the circninstanccs ronnected with them ? If 
Mr. Park had not passed this rock by Siiiunlay night, and he waited for 
day>liehr, he miyht early on the Sunday morntng. As his guide must no 
doubt have given iiim a fiarticular account of its existence and situation, wc 
have n right to think, that he would he anxious to pass it as soon xs 
possible. 

• According to Tsnacoh journal, it was four months after Mr. Paik left 
Sansanding before he arrived at Bonssa. If this were true, he could iiot 
iiMre marie more progress, on an average, than aliout three milet and n-halj 
in twenfjf^fuur hour*. But Amadi Fatoiirna gives no account in his jouriinl 
of any considerable delays ; on the contrary, he says, ‘‘ we went in, two 
days to Genniethis is about an hundred miles from Sansanding ; j Was 
Mr. Park then one hundred and eighteen day* going thiee hundred miles 
more ? This would have been about two miles and a half in tweiuy*four 
hours. According to the progress made the two lirst days, it might have 
heea performed in twelve or fodrteen days more, allowing lor delays in 
anchoring,, and ill the Lake Dihhi'. Tiie whole account of .stoppages, in 
the journal of Amadi Fatourna, amounts to about four days, including the 
tNDe at'Yeour. He tays, when as author before KulTo, ** wc had in the 
canoe, before we departed fiom Sansaiidiag, a very large sioi k of provi* 
aioas,' salted and fresh, of all kinds, which enabled us to go along without 
stopping, fisc fear of accident.”—Gounuan appears to be tlie hrst -piece 
wh^ aay considerable purciiase of provisions was made ; and Kaffo, 
aeoonUBf to the map, is 300 miles from Sausaoding, and about 100 from 
Bttossa. .^lowia^ it to be 300^ or eves 400, miles frum Gum to Buussa, 
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nn Eceoimt of our imptrfect knowledge of the geofcapby of thooouniry; 
•odl eliowing fc^ir deys for ^toppiitg ri differeitt places, if Mr* Park biideBljr 
made a pro^retis of 15 mileb iii 34 hruirs, he would have been at Boussa ia 
thirtjf duf/» from Ginn, or thirty^tm from Sauaanding. 

When ail those circunnitaiices are coiilidered, the journal of Amadi 
Fatourua appears a very imperfect and unsatisfactory document. And 
there is ceriainly sufficient reason fur doubting the time which terminaCed 
the labours nod the life nf that intrepid traveller, Mungo Park. .' 

In his letter to Sir Joseph Banks, already alluded to, the guidfyriOr* 
Amadi F.itourna, .says, “ our voyage to Knshna will otxupy two mootb#.; ” 
and Mr. Park had eapressed his hopes of heing ordy *' tArcRmootlis/reOi 
Saiisaniliiig to the Atlantic." In four months from Sansanding, allowing 
only fifteen miles progress in twmtyfivur hours, this would give eighteen 
Aundr&l miles. , , , s; ' 

In the conclusiun of Isaaco'a journal, wt^ are informed, that when,.he had 
communicated the death of Mr. Park to .Dacia, King of Bambarra, tiiat 
he collected an army, and went with it to Banangcoro, when he ordered 
the chiefs to go and destroy the kingdom of Uauussa, in which Bousia is 
situated. That this army passed Tombuctou, and made a halt at Saoba, 
whence it dcspaiclicd a ine^senger to the King, to iiiforq^^him,'that 
“ Haussa was at too great a distance /or an army to go without runuiog 
niauy dangers of all kinds." 

In the map accompanying Mr. Park’s travels, frogi Tombuctoo ta (be 
city Haoufisa, the distance is olxiut one hundred end sixty miles; to Yaour 
about sixty; and to Boussa it may ba seventy-six. If, then, the Bambar> 
raeaii at my hud passed Tombuctoo a great zetiyf as Isaaco says, it could 
have hern at iiu great distance from Yaour, whurc, probably, the object 
efits vengeance were to he found. If it bad advanced only mUes 
b^oiid Tombuctoo, it C4iuld nut have been above thirty from Yaour ; and 
after liaviiig advanced three hundred miles from Sege, to execute the onlera 
its soverehto, and hailed whilst a courier went back this distance and re* 
turned again, it could not have been any great exertion, during thin period^ 
to have inarclied to Yaour or Boussa, unless some iosuperabie difficcUies 
stood III ihe way, of tviiich we have no account. 

After hII this delay, and the army seizing, after the return of the courier, 
on all the cattle of the country-of Massiim, the vanguard returned in nbOul 
three months (nmi the time of its de|inrtiire; nnd the niain body in about 
fimr r/ion^As—-According to this account, if the army had -conthilied 
advancing, it would have got to Boussa in about a mouth after its depor* 
ture from Bmiangcoro: how then was Mr. Park four mc.nths? , 

It would be gratifying In have all the difficultioa that now stand in the 
way of tiie veracity nf Amadi Fafuurna’s journal removed. Borne tkiogs 
appear involved in inexplicable obscurity. 

Kespcciing the 6nal termination of the Niger, it mutt remain uiatterof 
opinion, until the interior of Africa be farther explored, and an end pot to 
nil doubt on this subject. There may be such a region in the iatevier of 
the Continent as the Caspiah Sea, and its environs; there mtyWiuoh 
arrumulatioiis of water as the lakes of Canada, even ut th* torrid zofite, 
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wliere great part of those of the Niger may lie waited by cvaporati^ 
without being entirely, or nearly exhaled, 

As to the dilScalty of this river finding a passage through the Kong 
mountains (Montes Lunse of th^ ancients), this rests only on the represen- 
tation'of opinion; for no authentic description of their situation, exteni:, 
and continuity, exists; therefore this bar against the progress of the Niger 
rests on conjecture only. There may be an opening in the Kong mountaiiis, 
tbroagh which it passes, similar to that described by the Rev. John Camp¬ 
bell, in the course of the Orange river (if I remember the name aright), 
north of the colony of the Cape of Good Hope, where the'mountains tower 
on each hand above its iSaters, which being compressed into a narrow bed,, 
rush on with amazing rapidity. 

Amidst all these conjectures, one certainty exists, the situation and 
state of the Congo, or Zair. That this river lias 'resources north of the 
Equator, hardly admits of a doubt. Its rapidity, extent, and turbid state 
during the dry season south of the Equator, plainly indicate, that its waters 
are affected by n region in a different state. So that, whether it be in 
reality the Niger or not, its source must be in a region very remote from its 
discharge into the ocean. There is proof sufficient to warrant the lielief, 
that its watch's arc affected by the periodical ifaiiis north of the Equator. 

Whether the Niger and Congo be the same, or separate rivers, their 
waters appear to have been designed by Providence, as a great means for 
pruiiioting the inteitourse amongst the nations inhabiting the interior of 
Africa, and may be the means of producing greater effects than any that 
have yet happened amongst them—their civilization, and conversion to 
Christianity. ' 

What lias happened in'tlie south of Africa, calls upon the British nation 
to exert herself in behalf of the heathens, fiom the Gambia to the Niger ; 
from Kayee to Sego, from Sego to Tombucloo, Haoussa, Kashna, and 
Bornou. From the mouth of the Congo, as far as its waters will carry a 
Messenger of Peace.—Perhaps Missionaries may be the first to draifT aside 
the veil that now covers the geography of the interior of Africa; as they 
have been the first to settle and civilize different tribes north of the colony of 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

n. 

«» 

mhAprily 1818. 

I N addition to the reflations now in-force, which ought to be itriellj/ 
enforced, otherwise they become grievances to the many, and subjects 
ol'ridicule to the tbrtuiinte,/rai, I am persuaded it would tend much to the 
good of the service, if no lieiiieiiant of the royal navy received hiscummis* 
sion before he had obtained the age of 3], and no commander was made be¬ 
fore he had served a-fiuat for five years as lieutenant. Were this rule esta¬ 
blished, we should have'no boyish commanders, or beardlCIs post captains, as 
sometimes arc to lie seen, but commanders of experience and judgment; uor 
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ivould this be imposing any very great or unnecessary bardsliip on our young 
officers of the .navy, ivho, to obtain reputation and fame, naut jw»t ao 
(juira a necessary portion of professional knowledge, whicl| experience can 
alone properly teach. Very lately, I observed, that a set of young mid- 
shipmen had passed their examination for* lieutenants, the major part of 
whom were under fifteen years of age ! Tins should not be: such youths 
are too young for command ; but although no licutenant-commandcr 
should be given, I think the pay of their rank ought to be bestowed after 
three years service; they will then be very useful officers, and although 
rank should be refused until SI, midshipmen's pny Wight still very pro> 
perly and fairly be granted : by the new regulation^it is withheld until they 
pasi'^ hence such juvenile candidates for pay and rank. 

1 have the honour to he, he. 

GriOPU 


fA'lters to a Friend relative to hii Son'$ entering the Naral Seivm:. 

* Leitjjh I. 

J(Y DEAR SIR, Seplemier 2S/A, 1805. 

Y OU write to me that your youngest son has irnhibed a derided predi¬ 
lection fur the naval service, and that yi>u tliink^vou can command 
suliicient iiiHuence to secure his ndvancement in nur profession: at the 
same time 1 feel highly honoured by yuui desire of my advice as to the proper 
age at which he should embark, and wlint previous preparation is iiecessnrv 
to set him forward in his career, in a manner most likely to reflect credit un 
himself and his connexions. 

In the Hrst place, then, my dear Sir, convince yourself that your son 
really feels that preference fora nautical life you both imagine; learn from 
himself where he has imbibed his ideas on tlie subject; whether fiom the 
hiograpiiy of our more fortunate and dsitinguisbed naval characters; from 
that of our early navigators, Cavendish, Drake, he. or from the entriusi- 
astic, but egotistical, narratives of sonic worn-out veteran in your nei^li- 
bourhood ; for insulated as you are, and at so great a distance from onr 
maritime stations, I cannot suppose that they arc drawn from actual obser¬ 
vation of the duties attached to youths of his age on hoard our ships of wai. 
Should theu his ideas of the usual senk'c lirve been derived from the fni>i 
Source, he will have seep only the bright side o^ the picture,"where, for¬ 
tunate in his career, the officer isdli&ld up to liis view, accompnnipd by the 
acclamations of the public, r^id the favours ofliis Sovereign ; but the iiian, 
who possessed perhaps cf equal inc-ri!, yet, a hose wayward fortune it htu 
been endrag heavily on a tedious servitude, in inactive ships, or on inactive 
stations, where no opportunity of distinguishing himself occurs; and who. 
after the betterpi^t of a life spent in hoiioiir, retires at length, worn out wiclt 
fatigue and disappointiucut, to \c^^JU^e in souit: letiiL-d nook on the aup- 
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pert ifforded hit htl^pty* seldom obtrodes himself on the notice of the 
public. Agunt nothing it more ealcuUtedl to inflame a youthful imagina- 
tiou, than the esploitt of uor early navigators; their hardships, and sufier* 
ings of every description, aeverp as they are tx>inetimes described to have 
been', sink into the shade, when opposed to tiie honours and riches attained 
by the chiefs: fired with emulation, the romantic youth longs to explore 
new seas, and dreams of the discovery of new continents; of displaying the 
.Brirish flag in regions before nnkiiown, and of transfering the w«nlth%f 
her enemies to the,shores of his native country; hut he foruets, or is not 
aware, that war is now reduced to a science, and that predatory system 
abolished, which enriched one individual at the expense of aimther, with* 
out aSecting in the slightest degree, the'general interests of the belligerents: 
and in the present high and efficient state of the British navy, how many 
years he must patiently endure the privations of a cockpit, before he can 
obtain even the first object of his ambition, a lieutenant’s emnroission^ 
and then, how many more must elapse, before he can, in strict justice, 
expect to mount the next step on the ladder of promotion. 

These remarks, you are aware, are not dictated by any dislike to the 
service on my own part: on the contrary, 1 glory in the name of a naval 
officer, andvl think of it now, as I have ever,^one, as of the first service in 
the world : as little do I wish to dissuade you from embarking my young 
friend, whose amiable disposition, and budding talent, in my opinion, pecu¬ 
liarly fits him for it ^ but 1 wish him, as far as his years will admit, to form 
a just idea, at le»st of those duties and privations wliicb, immediately on 
his embarkation, will fall to his share. How many are the young men I 
have known, enter a man of war at fifteen or sixteen years of age, their 
heated imaginations filled only with chimerical ideas of coinmand, and of 
enjoying in rotation the luxuries of every climate, the favoured guests of 
the fair and great wherever they dropt their anchor; but soon the dull rou¬ 
tine of each succeeding watch, together' with the privations necessarily 
aiteiidant on the Spartan discipline established in the navy,'haseuured 
their minds ; they obey with reluctance the commands of their superiors; 
their duty becomes a task, enjoined by a master from whose will there is nn 
uppeal; a dii^ust to the service follows, and all tJie fondly cherished hopes 
of his friends, of teeing him rise to celebrity, are crusl>e<i in the hud.—Not 
so tlie youth, whose mind has, by a careful parent, been prepared for the 
approaching estrangement fnmi all his domestic comforts; he lof^ks forward 
to sufleriiigs and hardships, which perhaps he may never encounter, hut is 
prepared to meet, almost to wish for, that they may serve as touchstones, 
to try that ririnness with w hich he purposes pursuing his career to the sum¬ 
mit of his profession. * 

In order therefore to give your Mn some little idea of the service to 
wldch his life is to be devoted, I would recommend ybu, at the ouinmence- 
ment of the ensuing vacation, to take him with you to PortsinouOt;, n^y 
friend, Captain ———, whom you have frequently see#'with me, is lately 
appointed to the Aganiemiiuii; you will find him ns much the -officer Qix 
board his ship, as you liave hitherto done the polisii4l gentleman, atKf 
agitable companidu at the sotiul buaiid: he will he inost happy to fora aid 
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vlewS) Had I cannot wis& my yow^ friend >t« 

fiMitis period^ <0 conmeace his career under the soclrjf 

mam > While he is liere, let Inra mix with the young gentlemen nf the 
Agamemnon; leave him on.boatd as frequently as possible; let him accoor* 
pany the boats to and from the dock-yard, and make himself acquafbied 
vttb tlie whole lootioe of a midshiptnau's dnty: tlien if he persevere in his 
desit^ to embrace a nautical life, let the next succeeding two years be ea- 
cltflively dedicated to those branches of education necessary to qualify him. 
for his profession. At twelve years, which I believe ^s his present age, I 
take it fur graiited«he is already master uf the English, and the rudiments 
-of the Latin language, of arithmetic, and the eleidbnts of geography; let 
the period alluded to; then, beero|>l(jydd in the acquisition of mathematical 
knowledge, and of the French and Italran languages. Tlie theory of navi¬ 
gation is no where so well taugbtas in our larger sea-poits; and while liere, 

youth has die advantage of being enabled to form some idea of thu 
UBoaners of the ineti with whom he has liereafter to associate : sliips and 
vessels of every description are constantly moving before his eyes, and he 
becomes in some degree acquainted with their mnnagenient, before he is 
called on to take an active part iu it, giving him an unspeakable advantage 
oter one who sees a ship, perl^ps for the first time, when he is*mtroduced 
on the quarter-deck as one of her company. 

It is yery much to be regretted, the little attention which has hitherto 
been paid by parents to the acquisition of foreign langunges, when profes¬ 
sedly educating their sons for the naval service: were I«to include every 
rank in it, 1 am convinced we have not more than one officer in ten who it 
acquainted with any odier language than his mother tongue; yet the abso¬ 
lute necessity of such an attainment, you would infagine, must be obvious 
to every one, when engaged on foreign stations. Ilnw often have I known 
officers, when examining the masters of vessels they had detained, obliged 
CO hare recourse to a native of Guernsey or Jersey, or to some rascally 
desertei^rom the enemy, as an interpreter, while the papers have been 
wholly neglected, merely because there was no one on board who could 
read or write tlie language. You will easily perepive these remarks do not 
extend to the system of education adopted by the Naval College at Ports¬ 
mouth I fur there, I am well aware, that nothing is neglected which may 
contribute to form a vtiluable officer; 1 allude only to the great majority 
who have it not in their power to place their children on that establishment, 
Igdeed it would appear, from the manner in which youths are too frequently 
scot ituo tlie service, tliaf the chief care of many parents is merely to get 
rid of their cifildren at as early an age as*{K>ssible: bow many hmidieds, 1 
lia^ almost said thousands, lire there in the navy, sent u-fioat between the 
aj^es of eight and twelve years, with An other acquirements ihan'barely 
reading, writing, and lUktle arttUmetie, with minds totally unformed, open 
<0 receive every impression, good or evil, embarked perhaps in a small 
vessel, without eithigr a ehapiaiu or a schoolmaster, where, from the nar¬ 
rowness of, tlie accommodations, tiie gross debauchery of tlie seamen is 
eonstatuly before 1^ eyes, aifd .tea often introdaced even into the cabin 
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where he lives: what ik to be eipected f bet that he will grow up in the 
graseest ignonnoe eveo of his profession, beyond the mere doty of taking 
tdiarge of a watch, with the manners of a boatswain, and the sensoaii^ of 
it savage. How many of these^ unfortunate young men have I known, who, 
after passing their period of servitude as a midshipman, were totally Unable 
to state the simple role for finding the correct course and distance the 
ship had run in t«venty>four hours.—Happy is it for your son, that his 
mifid, even at this eariy age, is so fortified by the care of his ainmle 
mother in the prinpiples of religion and morality, that you may safely trust 
him from you, kept alive as I am sure they will be by a frequent cor¬ 
respondence. ^ ^ 

If my young frirnd possesses the lebst talent for drawing, let him assi¬ 
duously cultivate it, for it may prove of infinite service to him in his pro¬ 
fession, and at any rate will be always a rich souice of amusement, and a 
constant recommendation to his superiors. You will smile when 1 ask you 
if he has yet learned to dance ; but trivial as this accomplishment may 
appear, it is by no means immaterial: “ You will almost see the necessity 
of it, when employed on foreign stations; indeed the honour of the nation 
is so frequently entrusted to sea officers, that there is no acoompli&hrocuc 
which will‘not shine with peculiar lustre in |;hem.'’* 

1 have always conceived fourteen years of age quite early enough to trust 
a boy on board a ship of war. His mind is then, it may be supposed, in 
fcome degree formed ; he is capable of distinguishing between r^ht and 
wrong, eonsequf;ntly less liable to be drawn into the vortex of dissipation 
by his associates. You will perceive, by a former observation, I lay con¬ 
siderable stress en the amiability of iny young friend's disposition : for the 
idea entertained by soide parents, that the bully of a school, and merciless 
tyrant of his younger brothers and sisters, who because he has gained the 
ascendancy over every individual at home, is peculiarly fitted to grace the 
quarter-deck of a man pf war, cannot he sufiicieiitly deprecated. The dis¬ 
position of such a youth ill qualifies him to attain the confidence either of his 
officers, his messmates, or ilie afiectioiis of the uicii: his time in the cock¬ 
pit, therefore, will be spent in a continual state of petty warfare; the 
officers will trouble thewseives no further about him, than to keep him 
strictly to his duty when on deck : he passes the period of his Mrvitude as 
a midshipman in a kind of sullen dissatisfactiou with all around him, and 
looks forward to his promotion, aa to an event desirable chiefly as it will 
give him power to annoy his former companions ; and while this disposition 
adheres to him, he must live neglected nnd ddspised by his equals, and 
detested by his inferiors. But happy am 1 to say, few indeed in propor¬ 
tion are the characters of this description our navy is cursed with ; for in 
many instances, the admirable difccipfine estabiislied in the service have 
corrected this demoniacal temper, and in Others it has driven its*.p<wsctw}r 
to acts which have cither disgraced, and obliged Itim to retire to uitdmgo 
the sentence of a court martial, or perhaps become a sacrifice in a duel to 
the insulted honour of some brother officer. 


*'*LeUer of X<ord ^eUou to the Earl of Cork. 
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, Kaval officeri are in general mnch attached tO'cliildran, and thia par* 
tialUj is frequently extended to the youths on board their ships, whether 
they are particularly recommended to their care or not, where an amiable 
temper and disposition to learn are remarkable; they delight to watch the 
unfohliogs of early genius; it relieves the tedium of a protracted blockade, 
or an unsuccessful cruise, and reminds them of domestic comforts, of 
v(hicli their duty enforces a temporary deprivation. Among such men, I 
dilhly believe your son’s disposition to be such, that l^e could not fail of 
making friends. Yet I am well aware, that you are not one of those' 
parents (yet how many are there to be found), wbo having once obtained 
a situation for their child on the quartcr«dcck of a* man of war, conceive 
they have sufficiently dune their duty, and Iteave him there to sink or swim. 
1 know that nine out of ten of these persons will say, they have recom* 
mended their son to tbe^are of the captain, who perhaps had never seen 
them before, or had the slightest knowledge of them; but allowing him to 
be ever so much inclined to watch over the morals and education of the 
youth thus tlirowii upon bis care (and 1 am convinced there are few officers 
commanding men of war who have not that inclination), still, in many 
cases, it is impossible, from the multiplicity and importance of his duties 
when employed on an active station, that he can constantly,syperintend 
twelve or more young men at the most dangerous period of their lives, 
when every passion is rising into full power, and the reason which should 
control them, still in itifancy. How desirable is it* then, that parents 
should take an opportunity, and opportunities may easily^be found, of cul¬ 
tivating an acquaintance with the officers of the sitip on board which he 
purposes to embark his child; they will then feel themselves in a manner 
hound to watch over him, for his parent’s sake, aad what is of tlie greatest 
consequence, though too much neglected at present, to introduce him, as 
he rises to manhood, to the society of their friends; and where that is im¬ 
possible, as in foreign ports, where all are alike, strangers, to make him 
one of their party in their little excursions, tliat by thus giving him a relish 
fur superior pleasures, he may not be driven to spend his hours when on 
shore in (he tavern and in the brothel. 

It'hoS'ofteii struck me with a degree of wonder how parents, and many 
of them too affertnig a more than common interest in their offipring, can 
reconcile it to themselves thus turning them adrift in the world without a 
monitor, and exposed to every vicious allurement. The instances are cer¬ 
tainly not many, in which a man cannot ailbrd at least a few days to see liis 
child embarked ; how Easily is it then for him to form an acquaintance 
with the rjfficers of the ship, to whom (lie mere act of taking |he boy on 
board is o sufficient intruduction : and 1 am convvnced there are but few 
wbo, when solicited by a father, ^uuM not consider themselves bound in 
bonottf to watch over the raorffis and conduct of their youthful charge ; and 
eurely a correspondence with the person to whom he has thus delegated so 
sacred a trust, could not fail of being most grateful to a parent’s feelings. 

I shall enlarge no farther on this subject until 1 know your final deter- 
mioqtiop i:espectmg my youig friend’s destination; and if that proves to 
be the naval serricei rcmcuibcr, that next to a thoruugli knowledge of the 
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theory of navigation, •!* is particularly desirable he should be matle 
acquainted with the French and Italian languages, the first yoa will easily 
perceive to be indispensable in forming an accomplished officer. 1 beg yoa 
a^ill command me on all occasions where I can be .of service* 


f 
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Oh waking the Shipt now building capable qf mounting more and 
^ heatier Guns. 

MR. EDITOR, 20th April, 1818. 

HILST the desire to .have <«a proportion of our nary made fit to 
contend successfully with that of America, is so generally felt and 
expressed, I cannot but suppose’government are also fully sensible of 
the necessity for accoraplishini; what will at once t^tify the eager wishes of 
the nation, and add, unquestionably as it will do, to the naval power and 
security of the kingdom. 

Tltat gorernmciit is impressed with these sentiments appears pretty 
strongly, from the orders which have been already given, to prepare 
several of our larger 74's for carrying 84 guns, of 32 ond ^i-f^ounderB, and 
for biiildiiTg' eight new 84’s, of large diinensl>ns, and to carry heavy guns ; 
these measures are truly judicious and praise-worthy, and if duly persevered 
in, will soon accomplish all that is wanted ; viz. to keep an eye on,'and to 
keep full pace (I ‘would wish us, however, to precede them) with the 
active exertions of that rapidly advancing naval power. There has been 
imicli surprise excited by the Board of Admiralty having recently ordered 
lit) less than 24* nao frigates to be built, all of 46 guns, in addition to 
12 which were in progress before. Now, Sir, there does appear to me 
soiueiliing exceedingly ridiculous, nay, I iiinv say, excessively mortifying, 
in witnessing such an order ; for it is neither more nor less tlmn telling us, 
in spite of ail our experience, and in the very face of the most undoubted 
tes>imoiiy, that these ships are capable of contending with any class of fri- 
'oclonging to any other power, and in fact of the former acknuwledg- 
11 ,cm of the Board itself, which in the end of the late contest judged it 
necessary to order the Leandcr, Newcastle, &c. to be built. Why, then, 
I would ask, build so manp commonsized frigates, and so few asfour only of 
a larger size, til to contend with the Americans ? and why not yet give 
directions for making these new ships of sufficient length and strength, to 
carry more and heavier guns, in case of a war with, America; if they should 
be only wanted for a rrench, or -any other war, 12 and 13 tyiuld be sub¬ 
stituted fof- 24-poutiders ; as you may reduce li^c establishment of a large 
ship easily, anti make her a most clfectire vessel; but to increase it after n 
fillip is once built, is more difiicult and aukw^rd. If these new frigates arc 
not yet laid down, perhaps these bints may be serviceable ; if iltcy arc, £ 
trust the nez't order will contemplate the possibility of our being again at 
war witli America, and the absolute necessity of being soou prepared. 
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chant Seamen, 1 then said, that I would oSer a Tew remarks on a Meeting 
convened for the purpose of establishing a place of^orship on th|^River 
Thames, fur Merchant Seamen. * 

That there has been a shameful neglect in this coantry, of late years, 
beyond that of eveiy other maritime power in |!nrope, in regard to the 
religious duties of seamen, cannot Jbe denied, although it is evident, from 
rlie quotation I made in the before-mentioned letter, Iram the 10thbye>law 
of dm Corporation of the Trinity>House, that such was not the case for¬ 
merly. Tins circumsilnce, my Lord, T presume, claims your marked 
attention towards it, mure than that of any other man in this realm, in 
consequence of the public situations you fiil, as First Lord of the Admi¬ 
ralty, and an Elder Brother of the Corporation of the Trinity-House. 

For many years past it ba^ been too generally the case, that men, not 
seamen, conceive that they are equal to the management ^of maritime 
sifiurs, and seamen a-iloat; land, unjortunately, they cause many others, 
unacquainted with nautical aflPairs, to believe they are so. Such persons 
con'cetvc, because they transact a certain clerical business connected with 
shipping a-shorc, that they are capable of the direction and management of 
seamen e-float, as well, if not better, than those who liare had practical 
experience tlirough life. To such erroneous Tdeas, believe, may be 
attributed the Meeting 1 now allude to. t 

Tlie gentleman who presided at this Meeting, T conceive, had been re¬ 
quested to take that situation, m consequence of his being a member of the 
legislature. The few remarks he made on llie occasion were intended 
merely as an introduction to the explanation that was to he given by a gen¬ 
tleman possessing, as the Meeting was afterwards informed hy a Reverend 
.T)i»ine, a superior knowledge and judgment of merchant seamen. This, 
no doubt, the Reverend Gentleman presumed to he fact, ns did also many 
-nliers present; but I believe he will find, upon inquiry, that the merchant 
-icainenof this port form a very dilTvreut opinion of this gentleman’s nautical 
knowledge, or practical experience, as regards seamen, so as to render him 
equal to the direction or management of seuinen a-float; and it may with 
rfutb be asserted, that many of the evils which attach to British shipping, 
and British wamen, at this time, havd arisen through a cla|8 of men, 
many of whom are not scasnen, but who presume «o a profound knowledge 
of nautical affairs, from the catiscs* before mentioned. Evcfi public 
nautical Boards, through erroneous opinions formed of the nautical knotv- 
U'dge of such persons, have applied to them, at times, for information In 
ihe management of maritime a£fairs, to the serious injury of ihcir 
country. 

The opinions advanced bj^the gentleman alluded to, and others, were 
10 similar to those advanced at the Auxiliary Bible Society for merchant 
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seamen ; mz. the debt of gratitude due to merchant seamen, in the cause 
of their country, and the depravity of their moral conductt^that 1 should 
not deem it deserving any farther notice than what 1 have 'already said 
upon that subject, were it nqt that this gentleman’s supposed snpener 
knowledge of seamen caused him to make allusions, from which it might be 
inferred, that the lives of officers in command, and passengers on board of 
ahipBi^ere nut safei\with such persons as merchant seamen. He even went 
>80 fa^s to appeal to the ladies present, what would their feelings be, should 
any of their husbaads, or relatives, be so circumstanced. The pathetic 
maimer in which this was expressed, certainly produced*an extraordinary 
effect upon their tender nerves., Allow me to ask, my Lord, if a severer 
reflection could have been uttered upon the moral character of British 
seamen. ' 

It is unnecessary to endeavour to refute such Un assertion on my pro¬ 
fession, by any opinion of my own ; but I claim the attention of your 
Lordsliip, and of the public, to the general meeting in 1797, wiien this now 
degraded class of men, from a cause, perhaps, better known to your Lord¬ 
ship .than to the public generally, very improperly possessed' themselves of 
the obmmand of the principal part of the British navy. Allow me to ask, 
my Lord, if; during that time there was one^act of outrage committed by 
them, to justify the assertion hefore>fmcntioned. The crime of murder is 
less prevalent among regular-bred British seamen, than with almost any 
other class of men. * The true character of a British seaman is to act with 
mercy, even to Iks enemy, as soon as he yields. 

I expected, from the feelings which this gentleman expressed fur the 
salvation of the s6uls of seamen, and from his superior knowledge of my 
profession, as represented by tlic Reverend Geiuieraan, that he would, in 
the true spirit of Christianity, have offered his opinion by what means tluir 
bodies might be guarded from Tiolenee, and their minds from torture^ through 
the evils of impressment ; but on this subject he was totally silent. This, 
I conceive, must prove to every British seaman, that they are not to ex¬ 
pect from any religious sect whateverf those feelings of sympathy to arise 
towards their sufferitigs, through impressment, so as to cause the nation to 
act on the true principles of Christian Charity towards them^ as taught by 
our Saviour to mankind, whilst they have any self-interest in their ser¬ 
vices; proving that self interest .'iiid popularity are the grand objects they 
have in view, by their present attention towards them. 

It certainly must afford some coiisuhiiion to my profession, that after all 
the vices and iminoraiiiies which have been alleged against iheiii, by 
Reverend Gentlemen and others, that there arc some few items in the cata- 
loguc o( human frailties, of which tii^cy Ivsve not been accused: how far the 
dictates of conscience iu those who offered their opinions upon them, may 
have prevented it, I will not pretend to say: among those of which they 
liave not been accused, are—hypocrisy, deceit, ostentatious charily, pub¬ 
licly vaunting on religious, subjects, guided hy self-’iiiterest in all their 
^Bctions, overbearing when in power, fawning to their superiors, and flat¬ 
tering tliose whom they can dupe; yet Uicse arc frailties dally taking place 
among other classes of society. 
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Tbe resa^f «f tbis Meeting was, that a vessel, ah^indy purchased, should 
be fitted as «»place of worship a>float, and to be called The Ark." ft 
was my intention, but space will not permit at tbis time, to offer a few 
remarks upon it, and also upon the subject^of religion,* as regards seamen; 
but this I shell defer until a future occasion. In the mean time, pS*haps 
the gentlemen who have promoted this place of worship, will, agreeable to 
the Christian Charity they profess towards seamen, ^y how they are to 
be protected from impressment, whenever it may take place again, add 04 
seaman con say but that may be to>niorrow, when pacing to and fro, and 
when on hoard the Ark ; and what sort of protection your Board will grant 
on the occasion, otherwise it may prove a trap for their bodies, a concern 
fur which they have some regard themselves, although neglected by 
others. * 

From the experience *which the executive government has bad witii men 
formed into religious societies of late years, for various purposes, and to 
whose opinion at times they have bowed submission, contrary to their 
judgment; 011 what may be deemed political aftairs, if I mistake not, your 
ilonoorable. Board will find some difficulty to answer this question, when 
called upon by a religious society, for such protection as may be required 
from impressment for thos^ belonging or attached to the sbciety of the 
Ark, particularly when this will be urged 011 the principles of Christianity. 
Tki& 4 >er}iaps wil| prove more perplexing to your ilon. Board, anil inui-p 
injurious to the tiVe interests of the country, and CVen to the cause of 
religion among seamen, than were you to adopt, in the first instaricr, the 
plan I have suggested to your Lordship, to renovatp the whole of our ma¬ 
rine system, as regards seamen. ^ * 

This may be effected at a trifling, if any, expense, on good old 
established principles, ivhich first gave rise to our maritime power, but now 
principally done away with. And^aUo with the same institutions which 
now lawfully exist, hut require some trifling alteralion in tiieir constitution, 
to'suit present circumstances. This would give a fatal stroke to all scli- 
formed bodies, for the management of inariiiinc aifairb, as regards seamni, 
and leave them in the hands of experienceil seamen, as formerly, who only 
iire capable to manage these aflairs properly, for the good of the countr}, 
and the advantage of the British seamen. 

1 am, very respectfully, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servant, 


Uotid^s 

1st Majf, 1818 . 






* When I make this remark, I wish it to be understood, that 1 am an sidvu- 
cate in the cause to promote religious duties among seamen, ahhougli I differ ui 
opinion with this Society on the means they hare adopted to proiuuie it. Had 
they confined their exertions to the shore, in this port, there is 110 doub: it would 
have tuM wila general approhal^ii, particularly at tins auspicious tuornc.'it, when 
the country is about inoicasiiig Ihu uuiubei el churches. 
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, mS^w • K% J^Bswty 

/^Wbhishing (iBV^fery «f mbity b^ die iiKi^|^ Obtained 

Beply, (totaify i|l$void ofirnkt) 1 i^Id Mippose it to^hareliad iiitti^ 
■eu^rior origin j fm-1 ^ndoi tiiiii^t[lblt^^y wrald or coiM 

Air forgigt what is dw^ Ktihu fib srdi iis to of thfl>.i *!i fti it* 

Mivel.aerTice,as to ha^waibdi^^ lO’^iety frcMd'-^ 

. (fliiiitiui^etjson convt^d ftt|!^^i^^«%%s1>ebid'j fddibd^ist 
' ■'f^t fltttiiiiia concealed. ^leed oiiiNl' to 'lUs’itl^or L 

name, and Qot\tb‘:t!Bbtm^^ wider _ 

■' bj^inio^j' has fwidly ispwed 

^dtor,:' and given the world an oppurtumty of judging w1ictlierj;j[Awig^^. 
'Imowti ftyKties ffmf4eeif. okse^ he is allowed to ^Jiossess) thtydre 

^Sifedte eiedit i Aow mnehfiS' doe to tlid suitementa ^ the writer of die 
Itep^ I frfdeavoitr to shew; but in the first pif cis, be shell have tnj 

'Sificere thanks fot having commenced the controversy, and thrown down 
die gauntlet in defiance to any person who would take it up; thiaibilt 
do.wore for the accomplishment of Mr. Urquhart’s olgect, than if Iw bad 
; vfriub^Jve hundred letters 4o Lord Melville. 

. .I'lnai fearful the subject weukl bavg^ fallen to the gmobd, from want 
^ dd^d|p)iig^e opinion; but am indieed ht^y to &id it will t% latii come tb 
.a 'debateb', To pruvoke the (liscmsiOii-of any sul^etd, is to Iti^te curiosltyt 
and that wiA' itraiibe renwroing: tiiis is one point gained'; and I am now 
tinned 10 diiiik^ ^ caOse wjiich Mr. Urqubart has advocated, will derive 
''Mmg^freip die oppcisition offsjred in the reply; and ultimately lead to 
the jt«a^^ Wt which lie has aimed-^tlm ItlMiradOn of seamen from the worst 
i species of tyrgtiny. Mr. Urquhaftbas wj^tten strongly on this sabjectf bat 
,;!• bias notabiMtd any individual; the reason ff ifab is, that his cause is a 
||i:; 'llb^ writer of fbb l|,ep1y appears to.lpedfrstand abuse, mach 
uiitjerstaods the sw^ei^of laipresste0ft, tb s confirms 
ftnat it was not wrkteii'liy a navalpfiEfOWl bat t^atit proceeds 
ipi^ in wlych rogny ,oF tltem jtiee. been most egr^ioaaiy 
iii%im«9edtedj{ no j o a man a^pald jwve ventured inob igMK 
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dedicated ta may Icind of diseusi^n on cbo a^bjoet j 4ldi i^or ^ 
consists (as filial? be shewn here^ter) in loose assertiiiay apt ni^aaietfirt' 
and in abuse of an inditidoal, respect^ by every one ttf wbona beififceowat 
a man conspicMOus as a philanthropist, respectable as | merchant Mid 
broker, ond one on whose opiiimn and knowjedgte tbirc Are few Mpb 
at Uoyd's who would not rely in any point eonnedteil ftil^MiairlnerS, or 
miiritiine concerns, would be throwing aday, liMfiT aM argument; 
to follow the rfpii6ant througb afl.tiis quotatii^''fi^ lyir.^tJf^qubdtt’s « 
Letters» sior would it answer any jspecific purpose, ^*j«rf^p({pj^rases tita 
two boobs, wilt fiiid'diat the latter, is any thing, boC4i reply td^Ke ' 

I will liegin my remarks with ai» assertiog, from tlie thare 

were no renriotvous opened /or''the’ ^rpose ot monshlg tiM ebipk on the 
peace estalilisbineiit; vtde paj|^ SL Itf Augpst iQld, tcodezvous were 
opened ih ail tiie principal seaports of the United Kingdom and traders 
employed for the purpose ef rahing mea, by almost M’ery tbip tiiei) 
eamnnssiuned; and though in time ef war, the Adailialty order the expense 
of printing fdIU tor the invitation of voftaititeers, to be paid fium the 
ppclcets of ti>e 'iwgulating officers, in this iiMtence, the bills were sent frees 
•theAdioiral^’or diarged ni the officers* aficoMits with thenasy beard« 
pension U$cs >or long sfrviaes, weie likewise sent from tlie Admfralty, and 
every exertion ordered to be made fur die punpose of procuring men: but 
so few Iiad been Obtained by the middle of October, that a ciretdar 
letter was written fiom the Admiralty, to the officers*employed nn the 
service of raising men, expressing the surprise of their Lgrdslups that so 
few had been raised, and that no greater exertions had been made; and 
threatening that the rendezvous should be closed, unless vnore men were 
procured. The fact is, that the rendezvous at l^nelds was paid off in 
February, in consequence df the men not entering: there were not thirty 
men raised in that port, between August and Tebruary following; though, 
during some part of that time, seamen were actually starving, because 
tliey would not serve for the pay the merciiants offered, and they disliked a 
ship of war so much, that it was only in the last stage of misery they 
resorted to the rendezvous; one third of the number rawed for the pence 
establishment had neicr been on board a ship of war previous to tbe peacet 
this IS so notorious a fact, that I am surprised any person should hftve the 
hat dihood to assert, that no rendezvous were opened; when Jt musk he 
known to every man who crossed Towet lliii, that the reiidcrvous werraot 
closed there, until after Ltyd Exmuuth’s fleet sailed foi Algiem. It is troa 
tlie Admit alty would not give bounty; bu{^ to induce thuse seamen who 
bad entered fSr the peace establishinrnt, to volunteer tlietfleivuies id tkm 
ships destined fur Algier, tile offer ,uf two month^ pay waa tmmiy UmA 
accepted; end tlioogh it had been confidently assepts^ in a placq v^berh 
inith should always guide, thaj^ every ship which W«s sgnt upon tbiht j 
expedition, was commiesipoed ao^dfftimed,for the pw^|f|^t)ls-a uutannaa J 
feet, which can be proved by tlie'list hf^V!ptslb<qent njj^tba Admiralty to 
the readbevoup for the purpose thq setmien to chusq their 

own ekip* aad stoUenay iM mnepdon of the bombs, eicry 
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ship was commissioned fbr the peace ettabllshmert: anJ tliat Uie flag ship 
of Lord Exmnuih on that service, had been commissioned and manned fur 
Sir Edward Thornborough’s flag at Portsmouth,, and so far from the 
rendezvous being opened for the purpose of manning that squadron, it 
is not the less a fact that with the exception of London, every rendezvous in 
the United Kingdom was closed in May 1816: though the ships for the 
peace establishment, were not two thirds manned. 

, 1 will now quote the replicant’s own words, at the beginning of the 21 $t. 
pace of tlie Reply. " Tliat it is the duty of those who take upon themselves 
to inform and instruct the public to have some little regard for truth and 
accuracy.” I dnre him to the refutation of this assertion ; that, not live 
inen in every Iiundred who had served tiieir time for the pension, returned 
to the service: and the greatest, njiimber of those who had been in ships of 
war before and returned to'the service, were such has had not more than 
two or three years to serve, to entitle them to the pension, for strange as 
it may appear, those who had served a sufficient time to entitle them to the 
pension weitf not allowed to receive it, if serving in a ship of war: so much 
for naval economy. 

The seamen arc certainly obliged to this naval officer for his opinion 
of them iq the 24tii page ; ” That a very great portion of those men who 
had been serving in the navy duri|ig the iCar were bad characters, who in 
consequence could not get admittance into a ship of wpf since the peace.*' 
1 need not proceed to any part of the S^'tli page ns IJfhave already shewn, 
that rendezvous were open during nine mnnths of manning for the peace 
establishmciitj'^and that it was not when the Algier expedition was fitted 
out, that they were opened; on the coiitrarv, they had at that period with 
one exception been pacd off: so muph for consistency: the replicant must 
I'.avc known this, ns 1 shrewdly suspect he is in^ a place where these things 
originate, and where young statesmen are paid, nursed, and educated. It is 
evident from the whole tenor of his argument, that he is not a seaman, 
cither merchant or navali I rather suspect, that he has carried a ba^: but 
if he can prove that any great number of seamen were ever bred exclusively 
in the naval service, I will then ticknowlcdge that I know not what is 
meant by the word seamen. 

The replicant asserts, that the service has been brought into the contempt 
in which it is at present lield, by the tyrannical behaviour of merchant 
scaiarn; this may be the case, but he sltould have recollected that such arc 
not the persons recommended by Mr. Urquhart; that gentleman expressly 
says, that the measure should be adopted partially: that is, ns far ns i^ 
concerns young men of education and connections, who mjiy be induced 
in time of peace or ot^icrwise, to go to sea in thp merchant's service: neither 
do 1 tiiink liira fortunate in ius sclectien of officers for examples, which l.c 
calls navy bred, after his assertion that ^hirty years since, there were 
no good seamen; and yet from the whole number selected, it will puzzle him 
to find one, who was not at sea upwards of thirty years since. The 
quoted prided hiin.iclfon being bred a merchant seamen, in that very traiie 
in which, the repliennt insults Mr. Urquj^art with having bten a master, 
and 1 doubt much wl.«tlier his own enumeiation from the naval colaiiii 4 .s. i^ 
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ihe most julilciutis that might have been selectei}: lie appears to think, 
that the wholef merit of an officer, consists in animal conrcge. What 
Mr. Urquhart meant By a thorough bred seaman is, a man who can take a 
ship from the Dock, rig, navigate, and figjit her; that there are some 
of those enumerated who have all the qualifications in an eminent degree^ 
is readily accorded: but it is absolutely denied that all have. 

I will now give an anecdote of a captain who was supposed to be one of 
the best seamen and most scientific man in the service. It so happened, 
that the foremast pair of main slirouds on the larboard si(|e were gone in the 
nip of the seizing t the captain would not be at the trouble of lifting 
the rigging, but brought the second pair of shrouds forward, the third pair 
to the second place, put over head a* new pair for the after shrouds, and 
seized the eye aloft. A young inidshipihan v^ho had been (from his own 
act} ill the merchants’ service, remarked, that bringing the shrouds thus 
forward without shifting the eyes at the mast head, would ruin the gang 
•frigging: the captain wa^, behind him unprreeived, and as |he youngster 
was not aware of his soliloquy being overheard, he was much astonished by 
a voice saying, “ so sir. you presume to find fault with your captain,” the 
youngster apologized, but gave fits rensoas for thinking so; answer was, 
three months in the fore-top. The ship went a cruize in the Raetern Sea 
from Ainboyna, apd tliotigli the wenthA was fine and her cruize did nut 
exceed six weeks, ^)n her return it was found that the eyes of all the 
larboard main rigging was wrong; and in consequence, the whole was 
•bilged to be replaced. The youngster’s punishment was rescinded, but he 
-was told never to animadvert upon the actions of his captain, lie was 
blown up with the ship some time after. This captain wav not a merchant 
seaman ; or he would have known bettci, than even to have thought, that 
the eyes of rigging would shift their nip without being lifted. 

T will now quote some merchant seamen who are nut inferior in talents 
Cr courage to any in his majesty's service: the present cominissioner 
Sowen, the present cominissioner Woodriffe. The first was Lord Howe’s 
master in the action un the June. The latter fou.>liC the Calcutta 
against a French squadron, and saved his convoy: I could quote others, 
but will stop here. There is an old saying in the navy, that one volunteer 
is worth twenty pressed men, and a true and ju't one it is. But had 
Sir. Urquhart taken up the cause of seamen, only on the score of humanity: 
it would have entitled him to the thanks of all feeling men* 

The replicant says, that “ tlie masters of trading vei<sels arc in general 
as inferior to the navy-bre’d officers of the ^present day, in their knowledge 
cf seamanship, as the navy officers in the early part of the American war, 
were inferior to the inasiers* of trading ves-scls at that period.” I would 
ask him as a seaman, wiiich according to his own telling he siiould tie ; if 
lie really believes, that one lieufenant in twenty would^ke the charge of a 
ship of three hundred tons, with only fourteen hands in all, men and boys, 
and bear -her from the Downs to Spithead, without the assistance of 
a pilot: or i(\one captain of a ship of war in the same number, would do 
the same with his oten ship, wit^iout the assistance of the master: if not; 
1 contend that the merchant seamen are the best, and fVom them are the 
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generality of the masters in the service taken. The proportion of such 
to navy-hred officers being about one hundred to five; and in tlie generality 
of ships of war, these are the only persons who really navigate them ; and 
certainly those who are always called upon in a diflficult navigation. 

I am much inclined to think, that had the discipline on hoard ships of war 
been continued (without any animadversions in the House of Cotniiions on 
the subject) in the h^iods of naval bred officers, until the conclusion of 
th& war, that there would have been as many spare cars and jioses to 
' be found, as at the conclusion of the American war of Independence. 

Mr. Urquhart ap'pears to have been better acquainted .with the articles of 
war, and the printed ni1>tructiun for naval officers than the replicant; or he 
would not have stigmatized the former for attempting to bring the 
Salisbury’s advertisement for men into notice. The first article of war, 
visits with the sentence of a court martial, all .profane oaths, cursings, 
execrations, drunkeiiness, uiicleamiess, and other scandalous actions. The 
printed instructions say, that when ships are in port and it can be con- 
'venicntly doKe, that the men tnay have thtir wives on board; but the 
ship is not to he too much pestered even with them. How Mr. [Jrquhart 
gained his knowledge I know nut, nor have I a right to ask; but that lie is 
correct in, h'S assertion, is a fact that cannot be subverted; that it is a direct 
violation of all rules of good inoraU; order, diid discipline; in as miicii as it 
is contrary to the articles of war, and the general printe‘1 instruciions: and 
no person will d^iiy, that the advertisement is a deviation from moral 
propriety. Permitting women to come on hoard is another consideration, 
but surely no person who has the least title to the character of a moral man, 
can advocate such a public advertisement. 

There are few inert' but will agree with Mr. Urquhart, that seamen 
should be allowed all the advantages possible on board ships of war: but [ 
cannot agree with the replicant, that (irunkenness is an advantage; and 
wc know from the very habits of seamen, that they set a very high value 
upon this: liberty to get drunk, 1 am sorry to say, is considered to bo an 
indulgence; or why grant what is called liberty liquor; which liberty is 
productive of more puiiishmeiit, than any other species of what is termed, 
crime in the service. Seamen also set a high value upon personal liberty, 
and according to the replicant’s mode of reasoning, they should certainly 
be highly indulged in this; but that would be too con.-tisteiit for this 
advocate of the liberty to impress. I most sincerely wish, that he may 
have a specimen of the cruelty and degradation, which many have suOered 
under Impressment: that he may some day bb torn from his wile and 
family, after returning from a long voyage (if he is a scamart) that lie may 
be kept for such a length of time, that all Ins prospects in life may be 
blasted: and at the expiration oftliil, he may be turned louse upon the 
seek a livelihood: he will then know, andyce/the hardships of 
Impressment, and [^liaps complain in vain. 

I envy nut that man’s feelings, who can from whatet'er reason support 
this brutal system; may every advocate for it in addition to tl)e above dis¬ 
advantages, be forced to associate with thf. sweepings of gaols, and the 
refuse of the gallows. Sucli unfortunately, is the situation of the man, who 
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Ims committed the crime of being n regular bred seftmnn. Shame on tboscj 
«v'ho could tliU9compel the honest man to associate with the 'liicf, and tho 
uncoiivicted though stiopcctod inurdercr; can we be any longer surprised 
that scHiiicii lose their goo t Hiaracu rs in ships of war, and become that 
which they are stigmatized with, in the pages of the Rcplv. ‘That 
Mr. Urquhnrt i>< right in assertinL'; somctliing in our niariiiime code, to be 
i'adically ivrong, cannot be refuted; tie great scaicity of seamen at this 
time most fully prove the fact, ns many merchant ship*^ have been detarned. 
In the river latterly, ihtough want of seamen capable to navigate them, 
although the ivages have advanci-d from 40s. per month to 53s. for regular 
bred seamen. Tiiis hitter circuinstaiicc is another pFoof of the wanton mis¬ 
representation of the replicant, hy hi^ assertion in the S7th page of his Reply. 

At present, I will wind up hy ohseriivig, that this redoubtable vindicator 
of an insupportable system, ibis calumniator of a much more moral man 
(even from Ins own shewing) than liinis If; has not in one sperihc instance 
answerod ISlr. Urquhart: lie does not indeed profess so to do, he only 
replies but not to the subject matter oftlic leitcrs; they are written 
plainly and intcliigihly, the reply vaguely and undefined. Will tlic 
replicant favor the public with his opinion upon ilic Impress service? will 
he represent the reason, or the justice, of forcing :i seaman from his own 
einployiiieiit in tfie merchant^ si-rviceeto a ship of war.? and if there is not 
as good reaeon, tftid as much justice in the measure, to impress landsmen, 
carpeiiteis,smiths, hlockiiiakers, baihnnkeis, and gunsmiths: in fact, men of 
all trades connected with shipping; who are as much watited, and without 
whom, he allows the duties of a ship cannot be cariied on: be wants but 
one third or even one sixth seamen; they could and would*be easily 
raised, if proper eiicouragcinciit was held out; without resorting to the 
arbitrary measure of Impressment. 

Marines arc raised by vuluiitccriiig, landsmen the same: if lie will give a 
reason wliy ilic Impress should be more necessary in <he naval than in the 
military service, 1 shall feel obliged ; and as he has promised to keep 
up the fontroicrsy, the seamen of this country will be obliged to him 
likewise: it is from such discussion, that tlicir ciiKiiicipation will arise. 

1 will now lake my leave by asking the replicant one question, what 
would be ihe result of impressing men for the army? that Mr. Urquhart 
deserves well of bis country, for the open candid manner in winch he has 
offered liis opinions, few men will deny; he could have wiittcu in the Ume 
of war, when the sufferings of himse lf and family were aggr.avaied in an 
extraoidinary degree, hy the brutal conduct of those employed in the 
Impress service, ho, long ere this, could have formed a society vto petition 
Parliament against such artiitniry and uncoiistitutiTtiiitl measures: hut if I 
am correctly informed, he is a mail who rigidly adheres to the laws of 
his country, .and would prefef to carry conviction to the minds of those 
persons, wlio (from their official situations) ought to find a remedy for this 
great evil. It is my most sincere wish, that he will come forward and 
promote a society for the purpose; this there is no doubt, willrestoic 
seamen to the rights of their fellow subjects. I am. Sir, four's. 
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* A'ifhola Mole^ St. Domingo. 

S T. DOMINGO, of nhicli tlic nnncxcH plnte is a partial vien', is the 
' tar<:e9i of the Antitles tirCaribbec Islands; and is in extent about 420 
roiles from east to west, and 120 in breadth from north to south. This 
fsFnnd »as the earfic-st settlement of the Spaniards in the New World, and 
in which the avii saern fames produced the most shock ing barbarities 
toward the original inhabitants, iwho iiinthe year 14P2, when the island was 
discovered by Columbus, were in number 2,000,000, and in 1545 scarcely 
150remain(d! having been all exterminated, because the mines were cx> 

_ f* 

linnsted. To supply the deficiency of hands to dig for gold, the African 
Slave Trade was commenced, but the mines on the continent were so nu¬ 
merous and rich, that those on the island having become no longer of 
importance, the slaves wrere employed in husbandry. Soon after the 
middle of the 16th century, the mother country drew annually from this 
ten inilliuns^ weight of sugar, besides great quantities of wood for 
flying, tobacco, cocoa, cassia, giogcr, cotton, &c. But tiie immense for¬ 
tunes raised in Mexico induced the riclicst of the inhabitants in the island 
CO quit it for the more alluring prospects of the continent, and from the 
previous depopulation of the islaml, it was rendered so defenceless, that 
she became the ficquent prey of the enemies of Spain; and in the year 
1007 .a piirt of it was yielded to the Trench. 

Tlie tnrwn is built in the Spanish manner, with a great square in the 
:niddle of it; about which arc the cathetirni, and other public buildings. 
Trom tills square the principal strc'Cts run in a direct line, crossed by 
others at right angles. 'Ihe country on the north and cast side is pleasant 
and fruitful, and there is a large navigable river to the west, with the 
ocean on tlie south. It is seated uu the river Ozema. West lung. 68° SO'. 
North lat. 18'’25'. 

The French part of the i/iland, previous to the Revolution, was governed 
by an ofiicer called the Intcr.dant, and a Govciiioi'-genernl, bothtiominated 
by tlic crown, and inv’csicd with niiihority for three years. But at the 
same time tliat the revnlutionnry (iiiiiciples of Liberty burst out in France, 
t!iey spread to the West Indies, and in France on Association was formed, 
culling itself Jwm ijfi Noirs^ by whom tlic inlinbitaiits of Hispaniola were 
instructed i,n the French Philosophy of the Rights of Man. Disconieiic 
succ(eded,(md independence was demanded of the mother country—which 
*11 a corAidernble degree was gr.auted to the whites—hut the example 
cperaliiig on the blacks, they also insisted on it, and the Amis de Noirs 
excited them to rebellion. A person of the name of Oge, residing at Paris^ 
was persuaded to go to St. Domingo, and place himself at the head of tiie 
blacks. But the French government, apprized of his purpose, tient out Ids 
portrait before him. He, however, collected, about 200 men of colour, 
and published a manifesto, demanding that the privileges of tlie whites 
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should be f^ranted to all persons, without distinction, and all the wh^cs, 
and all the blacks, who refused to join them, were massacred, wlicrcvcr 
tbe^ fell ill with them ; they were at len^tb overpowered by the rr^ular 
troops, and their leader was put to death. 

This happened in the year 1790; and on the morning of the Cod A'lgust, 
17*91, the town of the Cape was alarmed by a fresh revolt. At Acul, the 
parish where this second revolt had broken out} the whites had been 
butchered without distiiictiitn; and the rehels pritceeded from pftrish, 
to parish, putting ail to death, and burning the c.anc ^elHs. In the space 
of two months, upwards of 2,000 whites perished; nod of (he insurgents, 
by fainitie, the sword, and the executioner upwanfs of 10,000. 

Commissioners at different times,* uiid of different principles, were sent 
out hy the French government und<’r its ^various factions, but witiumt 
effecting the peace of tlic colony, and after repeated iniissnrres, and our- 
half the town being consumed by hre, the island was lust to the motiior 
country, and Touissaint L’Onvcrture converted it into an iiidepuii(ioiiL 
republic, which he roiuinued to govern until the peace of lOUJ. On tiiat 
event taking phoce, an expedition was projected hy Buonaparte, for ilte 
recovery of St. Domingo, and an army was sent out under the cotninand of 
Cleiierul Le Clerct after several actions obstinately m»n(aiiied hy 
the blacks, Touissaint, \ry inAgnificent promises, was induced to put him- 
self into the han?k> of the iTench gencial; soon after which he was stript of 
his property, and sent prisoner to France, where he did not lung live to 
(egret his eoiifideiioc in his captors. ^ 

Our limits will not admit a relation of the sul>scqiient events, of the 
failure of the expedition, and the contests between the rival chiel^, Pclioii 
and Christophe—we shall therefore conclude this Article with tlie following 
recent inteUigence of the death of Petion. ** Some time since, tliis Prince 
was authorised by his Senate to appoint his successor, and he numiitaud 
General Boyer. Petion is said to have starved himseif to death ; the cause 
is yet a mystery, but he had frequently been heard to say timt lie wished 
himself dead; fur that, with all his study to render the people happy aiid 
prosperous, some were still dissatisfied, and made his life a lormeoi. lie 
was buried at Port-uu*Prince, amidst the public lamentations for a man who 
was beloved for his acts of cliarity and benevolence.” 


MANUSCRIPT FROM ST. HELENA. 

iUUNSLA'iCn BY THE EDITOR.] 

• • 


{^Conlifued from pagr S22.] 

E very day seemed to increase my stability, when the affair of 2 Xi- 
vose, proved me placed upon a volcano. Tiiis conspiracy w.is 
unexpected,^ and is the only one which the police did not frustrate before 
its purpose was pul ill execution. But it had no confiiieiiti, und was ibciC'' 
fuie effect ual. 
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I csctiped by miracle; and the concern expressed for me wjts an ample 
compensation. The lime of the conspiracy was very ill cho^n, for at this 
period France was not prepared to receive the Bourbons. 

An investigation was institii;ed respecting the conspirators, and I can¬ 
didly declare that I then only accused some ignoble ^rutuses. When 
crimes are the object of scrutiny, it is to such we arc always inclined to at¬ 
tribute them. I was therefore astonished when, in the process of the 
examinations, it was proved that, to the Koyaiists alone, were some indivi¬ 
duals in rue St. Nicaise obliged, for having been sent up into tiie air. 

I considered the Royalists as men of humanity—they having accused us 
of being the reverse; nnd.thougjtit them especially incapable of that auda¬ 
city and petulance which such a project indicated. 

The Royalists, who had been absolutely forgotten since the pacificatiqn 
of La Vendee, began then to re>appcar in the political horizon. It was 
the natural consequence of the progress of my authurity. I had re-estab¬ 
lished the kingdom, and that was in effect to place myself in a situation 
to be hunted through its provinces. 

They knew very well that iny monarchy had no relation to theirs. Mine 
was founded on facts—theirs on rights. Theirs was,founded only on cus¬ 
tom and habits; mine gave no importance to them—mine marched with 
the genius of the age ; theirs laboured to arrest it. ,r 

T)ie Republicans, contemplating tbe circumstances which had raised me 
su high, were terror-struck, and dreaded the use which I might make of the 
grt-'at power I possessed. They feared that I should re-organize an old king¬ 
dom ]i>y the aid of niy army $ and the Royalists promoted such rumours, 
wishing to hold me up to the public eye as an exact representative, or imi¬ 
tator of the ancient monnrehs. Others of the Royalists, more polite, 
spread it about as a secret, that I meant to play the part of Monk, and that 
I w.as only endeavouring to restore monarchy in order to make a present of 
it to the Botirboiis, when the opportunity should ofifer of doing so. 

Weak minds who knew nut my strength, gave ear to these reports. The 
Royalist party believed it, and discrediting me with the people and the 
army, began to excite doubts of my adiieMon to tiieir cause. I could not 
suffer such opinions to spread, because they tended to disunite us. It was 
tiicrcfurc necessary to undeceive France, and the Royalistsof Europe, thq( 
all might know what they had to expect from me. 

Petty persecutions fur words never produce any good effects, because 
it does not attack the mischief at the root. Besides, this expedient was 
impossible in an age of solicitations and promises, and in which the 
banishment of a single Voman threw France iinu a state of agitation and 
disturbance. 

Unfortunately for me, there occurred 'at this decisive moment one 
of those casual circumstances which overthrow the best resolutions. Tlie 
police detected some petty.intrigues of the Royalists, wiiicli hud their focus 
on the other side of the Rhine, and in which an august personage was im¬ 
plicated. All the circumstances of this event squared exactly with those 
which induced me to attempt a state manoeuvre. The destruction of tlie 
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Duke (I’Kughien settfed the.question which agitated France; it also amply 
explained mydntentioas, therefore 1 qrdered it. 

A man of much, spirit and understanding, and who was capable of 
judging ill this afTair, says, speuking of this attempt, that in it there was 
something more liian crime—there was error. But, with the pardomof this 
personage, I say that it was a crime, but not no error. I very well know 
the value of words. The oA'cticc of that unfortunate prince was limited to 
paltry intrigues with some old baronesses of Strasburgli. These intrigues 
were well watched, and neither dangerous to France nor me. He died th*e 
victim of policy, and of an extraordinary concurrence of circumstances. 
Ili.s death was, theiefore, not an error, for all Ihe consequences which I 
foresaw happened. • * 

War had commenced again with England, because it is impossible fur 
her to remain long in s state of pence, 'fhe territory oT England is even 
BOW very small fur her population, and it is therefore necessary to her that 
she should live on tVie monopoly of the four.quarters of the world. It is 
war only that gites this munopnly to the English, by giving her the right ta 
destroy all on the sea. It is her only security. 

This was a lingering war, for want of fields of battle. England found 
herself obliged to litre the Contioent,—but for that, time wa« necessary ; 
without which there are iicf crops. aAustria had suffered such disasters 
that her niinist^s, however great their desire of money, dared nut imme¬ 
diately to propose war. Prussia fattened on her iietitrality; and Russia 
had had a fatal taste of war in Switzerland. Italy and Spain, with very 
few exceptions, had adopted my system. . 

Under these circumstances, I cunceived the projeot of a descent on 
England as the best expedient which I could the*n adopt, but without any 
intention Ilf realizing it, from a conviction that it must fail. The descent 
was very [lossiblc—but not so the retreat. There was not an Euglisbinaa 
who would not have armed to support the honour of his country ; and ns 
the French army could not have received any augmentation, it must finally 
have been iiiiniiiilnted, or compelled to capitulate. 1 bad effected a 
disembarkation in Egypt, but a disembarkation in London was a much 
greater ri'sk. 

But as menaces cost me nothing, and 1 had not then nny employment 
^or iny troops, I thought I might us well garrison them on the coasts as any 
where cl.se. It obliged England to raise armaments and other means 
uf defence, which drew largely on her finances, and 1 consequeuily ob¬ 
tained some advantage. ^ 

. On the dtlicr hand, a coaspirncy was organized against me^ which I at¬ 
tributed to the emigrant (ftinces; for it was truly fot/al. They put in action 
thousands of coiis|iir,itors, by which means 1 became the sooner acquainted 
with it—m.y spies were so Vigilant, that they informed me of the whole 
plot within four-and-twenty hours. 

As 1 was desirous of punishing these individuals, who, in defiance of t'le 
laws, huinivp and divine, had contrived the ruin of the state, 1 was obllgrd 
CO suspend tlleairesiof them until I bad obtained against them -isb a 
sura of proofs as might leave no doubt of their guilt. 

Uab. Cfiron, Vol. XXXIX. 3 r 
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Pic^e^ti was at tlw hfead of tltistoiMpirBcy. Tbit n^o, wtio^iiad moro 

coorage than ulont, wished to play the part of Mank-«the pait ioited Ut« 
stature. 

These projects me no eoncem, not only because I knew bow fer 
they tkwid go, hue also because I knew that they were at variance frith 
the pufatic sentiment. Had the Koyalists succeeded in their project of as* 
sassmating n^, they would not have been advaitced by it—things were aet 
ystt ripe for them. ' 

I knew also that Aforeau was connected with this conspiracy—which I 
oonsidered as a circumstance rather more serious, becwise be was very 
popular. I had endeavoured to bring him over to my side, but his reputa* 
tton was so iiigfa, that we could not liv'd in harmony. I could not be all, 
juntess he were nothing. It wa^ necessary to resort to some mode of sepa> 
ration, and he found it. •> 

It was generally reported that 1 was jealous of him: I was a little so— 
but lie was greatly so of me—snnd with good reason. I esteemed him, for 
he was a good soldier; but as be had for his friends all who hated me, anil 
they were innumerable, had he been executed, they would have extolled 
him as a hero—it was my wi»h that they should know him as he in reality 
was—anohody.* >' 

The otiier culprits demanded less considerafioii. They were all couspi- 
raters by habit, and it appeared to me necessary that ffaiice should lie 
purged of them—1 Accordingly did so, and Uios put an end to conspi* 
rncies. , 

All in Paris who had any iuflucnce took so great an iiilcrest in tlie fate 
of these culprits, tkat 1 found myself impurtuiicd on all sides with solicita* 
tioos of pardon for them ; and 1 bad the weakness to order some to state 
prisunsi instcud of consigning them to execution by the hands of justice. 

1 confess tliat even now 1 repent this kind of lenity ; it is in a suvereigu 
a rcpreheiisiblc wcakntsb, whose sole duty to the state consists in luuking 
the laws observed. All connivance at crime, renders the ruler criminal. 
The right of pardoning should never be exercised toward criminals, it should 
he coiifirietl to unfortiuiate cases, wiiere conscience absolves, although ili^ 
ioiv condemns. 

fhchegi'u WHS found strangled iii his room, and it was reported, by my 
o;dcr, iiltliough 1 took no part in that extraordinary event; nor had I any 
leasun to screen him from the due course and execution of justice. He 
was no bi tter than the others, and 1 had a tribunal to judge, and soldiers 
t>> slinot liim. I never did any tliiug uselessly in niy life. 

frly authority was strengthened by the conspiracies which threatened if. 
There was nothing in Prance ripe or ready fitr a cuuuter>revolutioii. 
Aware that the inachinations of tlie' royalists tended to uivulve her ia 
anarchy and civil war, France placed all her\iopes on me, as on the only 
man capalile of protecting her from those scourges which she contemfilated 
wiyi horror. Slio desired to sleep under the shade of my sword. The 
public wish (history will nut belie me) called me to reign over her. 

-----IT— ■ I. .. . I »i ■ ..—.—^ 

* He was at Ivast a gawd soldier.-'—VaANS. 
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file Rcfliubliesn form could not endure; for N!|>al»iica aro nerer fornMrd 
«f deerepid Aoitarclnes. What France desired was, her greeinent. To 
support the fabric t>f her greatness, it was necessary tliat tbo factions 
sliottld be aiiiiihiiated—the work of revolution coosolidatcd--and to 
is fur ever the limits of the state. I was the only one wito prbmised 
Ftance the accomplishment of these things. France was desiroos that i 
should reign over her. 

The title of King was not eligible, because it was*a title very common, 
and associated with familiar ideas. It was expedien| that my title slioulii 
he new, to suit with the nature of my power. As I was not the betr of tlm 
Bourbons, it wns necessary that I should be iauch greater than tliey, to 
establish mvseif on ilieir throne. T took the name of Emperor, because.it 
was gn ateT, and more decisive. ■ • , 

No' cr was there a revolution so tranquil, as that which overturned this 
Kepubtic, the formation of ivhich had caused so much blood to Dow. As in 
fact the thing was the same, changing onlf the name, the Repnblicnns 
were not alarmed at seeing it tratisformed into an empire. Rcvolatious 
which do not affect the interests and fortunes of individuals, are always 
qniet. * 

The revolution now completed, was firmly consolidated tftidera penna> 
nent dynasty* ^he Repubfic had dhne no more than substitute new ftpi> 
nions fir old ones ; the empire guaranteed interests with opinions. These 
interests were those of an immeii''e dlajnrity-*—the institutinns of the empire 
guaranteed also Equality. The Oemucracy existed dt/aclo tt demure; 
>t had restrained liberty, and it was necessary that liberty slioutd die 
restrained, because it is always dangerous in critical times. Besides, 
liberty is only serviceable to the higher classes of the nation, equality ui 
useful to the whole world. It was therefore that my power always bore a 
popular character, even in the time of those reverses which aiBicteJ 
France. 

My authority did not, as the old monarchies, rest upon a monstrous 
gradation of ranks, and intermediate bodies^it wns immediate, and 
seif-supported. There wns in the empire no distinction between me 
and the nation, in which all were et^ally eligible to the performance uf 
public duties. Party wns no obstacle to any one—the privilege of access 
was universal in the state—and bence I derived my strength. 

Tliis system was not of my invention, it sprung from the ruins pf the 
Bastille—it was a ufttu(al consequence of the civilizatiou and customs which 
time had given to Europe. This system, as often us its destruction wns 
attempted, maintained itself by the mere nature of things, which always 
terminates in occupying'tlie plac^ of force. * , 

This force certainly did not then exist in the nobility; as it bad consented 
that the liners Elat should take up nrms, and did nut desire to he the only 
vnilhia of tlte state. 

It did not then exist in the clergy; as the people less iiifiocnced by reli¬ 
gious notions began to reason. It did nut exist in tlie governments; for 
the nobility dnd clergy wei% not in circumstances to exercise the functions 
ef Mipporting the throne. It existed not in prejudices, and ancient habU->, 
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foi thie people had leen the futility «f these Itabits and prejodieds. Disso¬ 
lution existed in the aoorel body long’ before the Kevolutibn, from their 
bbing no relation between wordtfaifH things. The mist of prejudices being 
temoved, had'Sl)etrn;df^Brly th^ origin of power, and its weakness being 
discovered^. k feU At tlie. first oUack. 

It was necessary to re'establish Authority upon a plan entirely new, 
independent of prejudice and ancient customs, and of that blinditess which 
bean the name of faiifi. As it inherited no rights of any kind, it must be 
totally 4/e facto, .and constituted solely in strength. 

I came not to the thrrme ns an heir of ancient dynasties, to fill it tran- 
.quilly, supported hy ihc influence of ancient habits and illusions, but firndy 
to establish institutions which the people desired ; to render the laws con¬ 
sistent wiili tlieir manners, and to iiVakc France terrible, in order to main¬ 
tain her independence. 

It was not long before I had occHsion to realize my pnijects. £nglaud 
was weary of looking at my troops extended along the coasts, and' wiithing 
to be rid of this einbarrassincnt, by her money-purchased allies on the 
continent. 

At the same fitne the ancient dynasties were alarmed at si eing me on 
the thronc«>Vtiid nlthough they treated me with some respect, they well 
'knew that 1 was not of their class; 'ami tlint'l reigned only by virtue of a 
system which had destroyed the altar that time had raised to tht'in. My 
exaltation v\as equivalent to a revolutiuii. 'I'he Empire menaced them as 
much as the Ilepublic, or w ith this diflVience, that ti<ey fcurcd tlie Empire 
more than the Republic, inasmuch ns it was ‘•tronger. Pi>licy demanded 
that they should aMack me as soon as possible, before I liad acquired my 
full strength. 

The probable effects of the struggle wliich was about to take place were 
of the greatest interest to me; for besides that it would ascertain the 
degree of hatred which tlie sovereigns bore me, it would enable me to 
distinguish'those who, through fear, might resolve to connect themselves 
with the system of the Empire, from those who would prefer destruction 
to such an alliance. This struggle would produce new political combina¬ 
tions in Europe, and I should either succumb or be the nrhiitr uf nations. 

I had reunited Piedmont to France,because I wished the Empire to extend 
to Lomhurdy. They accused me of ambition, and iny proceeding us an 
encroachment, armed immediately for combat, and made this union the 
signal for action. The battle could not be decided without much blood¬ 
shed. Tlie Austrians assembled n^l their forces, and the Russians were 
resolved to join them. 

The young Alexander‘had ascended the thron’e, and as the suns delight 
in doing the contrary of that which their fathers have done, he declared 
war against me, because his father had made peace. It was not my inten¬ 
tion then to make war with Russia, because her turn'was not yet arrived; 
but the women and his courtiers persuaded the Emperor to war, and lie 
declared U. They imagined th^selves Only doing that which afl approved, 
for my name was detested in all societies, and they comroenoedi without, 
knowing it, ihc system to which Russia will owe her greatnesin 
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Tiie coaKtl6n never opea^e eam^gn lo medk/ The Autriena thought 
t» sorpriie iae» but thcj<^wun4 AienudMee metifliea. They invaded 
Bavaria without waidbg the arrival bS^^lK Rusaiani, and advanced Igr 
forced * 

Beoiagaet cfoand Franoe, and pasted tUe %||^n(b> ^H^van- 

guard encountered the Austrians at Uini, where it drove them back. I 
marched rapidly upon Vienna^ aud entered it without oppoaiuou. The 
Austrian general forgot to btfm the bridges on (b^Danulie, by which I 
crossed that river. I should notwithsti^ng have pasted iia i should’ 
not have readied Moravia so soon. 

The remains of the Austrian araiy took refuge under the) ensigns of 
Sussia, which then began^to appeal* The enemy wished to make a stand 
at Austeilitz, but was beaten. Tbel^aiiaiie retired in good order, leaving 
me Master Of Austria. • * < 

(Ts be coutiunadj^ 


Plate mo. , 

K r 



Cortka. 1 

• 

( CORSICA it ahuated in that part df the Me^terranean which was 
^ anciently called die Sea nf Liipuia, and in length frdin north to south 
is said by Pliny to be about 150 miles, and il> its broadg^ pari 50 , thou^ 
more modern calculators a^ert its length abont 80, and -brvadili 40. lt« 
ancient inhabitants were the Phuceoses, and to them succeeded the 
Lignrians and Hispani; afterwards two Uomnn cuinities uercgStabUthed io 
tlie island by M.'iriasUndSylla, It i» separated on tiie south fraiv Sar¬ 
dinia by a narrow Strait, called according to Pliny Tapper, m Fossa, abont 
seven miles broad. 

In the beginning of the fourteenth century, the Genoese got posseolon 
of tlic island, and governed it for upwards of four centuries with the most 
arbitrary rigonr, which the Corsicans at Various periods indignanily and 
strenuously resisted. In the beginning of the year iTS6, Buton Nieuhoff, 
a German adventurer, conceived the idea of reudering himself sovereign of 
^ the island, and accordingly hnving procured at 1 unis money and arms, ho 
proceeded ^to Leghorn, from whence he iVetite on the Coisicau chiefs* 
Giaffieri and Paoli, offering to as$is{t them in sliaAiiig off tlie GfMiue«e yoke, 
if they would elect him sovereign.,. Tije CiMUjcans agieed lo hit proposal, 
and in tlie spring of the year 1736, lie set sail, had landed at Tavagna. 
His stately figure, and the '^’urkiSlt dress he wore, gave him an imposing 
appearance, and his ettgnging inaftners cUiiriliated their e*<ieea|, and gained 
thdr credit to bis plausible efiers. He j^rought with him about 1009 
sequtnt of'Tanis^ seine arms and- aumioUitl^, and beM forth Ac tfnost 
♦* ewe eu va g aig- p f eust m dd ferdlgn a s sa ta oca. Sa srai ]trQc]AilMd )4ng, and 
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•sBamed ths hakitt of toyti dignity^ A «iaiiif«fiLo wai pabtiihed by tfie 
Gcaoese i^ainst his asttrpntion, to which be repiwd witb<tlNi digaity aod 
mlnness ot' an cstabKshed mcrairch. Several aonths 'hwripf olapwd, 
without having produced my exteeiml supports to his throne* ei|d pereehs- 
ing* srliHt wm R very natural consequence, a coolness on the part-t^ hie 
sulyects, he nssembied the chiefs of the island, and avowed his deterunvar 
(km (o seek in person the aid be had so long expected. Jle acoordh^ly 
settled an administrdtion to act during his absence, and went to Holland^ 
where he bargained with some wealthy Jews for a supply of cannon and 
other wnriilre stores, to be sent under a supercargo to-Corsica, aiid#Hh 
them in 17S^ he returned. But in the meanwhile the Genoese, aided by 
the French, bad gained so strong a fodting in the island, that althou^ he 
threw in iiis supply of stores, Jie would not venture his person with them } 
a price having been set on his head. ■ 

In the year 1743 he was made the tool of the British government to per¬ 
plex the Genoese. He revisited his kingdom, and published a manifesto, 
granting a pardon to nil who should return to their obedience, and pro¬ 
fessed himself supported .by the King of Great Britain and tlie Queen of 
Hungary ; and lie was in fact supplied by the British government with money 
to puicha^.e'^ arms—but a change in the ministry took place, his support 
failed, and be died in England in the year 1756, after/being long a pri¬ 
soner in the King’s Bench. 

In the year 1755,“ the Corsicans made another eflTort for Inde{}endence, 
and invited Etisc&l Paoli, tire son of one of ihcir exiled generals, to (.nke 
upon liiniself tlie supreme cutnn.and, and (he struggle was maintained 
witli various success, uirtii 1764, when the Republic of Genoa entered into 
a Treaty with France, to aid her in the defence of the places she '.hen 
held, for four years; hut before t)ie expiuition of that term, Pauli had got 
together a marine force, witli which he greatly annoyed the Genoese trade, 
andeook from the Republic the island ofCapraia. 

In 1767 the Genoese concluded smoi her Treaty with the French King, by 
which tlie island of Corsica was ceded to him, on condition of putting thciu 
again in possession of Capraiti, ami protecting tlicir trade against the 
cruizers of Barbnry and Corsica. But as the country had been given up 
without the consent of the inhabitatits, it cost the French iienr a twelve- 
month’s contest with the Corsicans, headed by Paoli, before they could 
get poMcssioiiof it, which was at last obtained by the bought treachery of 
some of the chiefs.* 


* Fudli, and about 500 faithful asscseiatrS of his fortune, cut their way through 
a body of 4,000 of the enemy by night, and effected their escape to Leghorn in 
an English ship.' His brother, witii a party of about 300 more, arrived there 
in a few days after, in another English vessel. The fugitives were hospitably 
received every where; and Paoli having chosen England for the place of bis 
retreat, in the hope, as be said, of happier times, had an ampfe ptiwioa settled 
vpuii him by llie King, as a reward of Itw bravery and patriotUa. 
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In 1794 Htc fQvereignt; of the islariH wa4 annexed to the Britkh crown. 
Lord Uood^ in the month of F^braary tiiat year, proceeded to Corsie»> rriJ 
foend itin a sate of revolt against the autlfority of die Convention. On 
the lOtb the tower and garrison of Mattella^sorrendered. On the 17th, 
the tower of Torneli was abandoned by the republicans; and in two'daya 
after, tliey evacuated St. Fiorenza, and retreated to Bastia, where they 
made a most gallant defence against the united efforts of the oritisli fleet 
and army, joined by a considerable corps of Corsicafls, which Paoti had ^ 
cdllected and despalehed thither. The republican garrison held out till the 
flincteenth of May^ when Lord Hood offered iionourable terms to the com- 
aiBndant,Gentili,Bndon the twenty-fourth tlie garrison of Bastia* marched 
out with the honours of war, and tife English took possession. The town 
«f Calvi only remained, which resisted ander^the brave Casablanca till the 
tenth of August, when die whole of Corsica was in subjection to the 
British Crown. This annexation of sovereignty, however, did not exist 
long. The Corsicans became averse to it, and having again confederated 
with the French, the British Viceroy, Sir Gilbert Elliot, informed them that 
tie should leave them to their former masters; and on the fifteenth Oety* 
ter, 1796, the British evacuated the island. 

TI)C fur of Corsica is insalubrious, and the soil so strong and Wren, that 
except in some ofitbe vallies, l!&erc are Scarcely any vegetable producti'ins. 
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NAVAL LITERATURE. 


’Narrative ^ a VtMfa»e to Hudson'i lifiy in Jlis Majesty's Skip Kntimonif 
emtaining sme Account of the NorlA-Eastern Coast of America, and of 
the Tribes inhabiting that remote Region, By Lieutenant Edwawb 
C narpELi., ILN*. London; J. Mawinnn, Ludgate-street. 1818, 
[Concluded frona page S2i4.] 

A FTER all that has been said respecting the erroneous state of even the 
Admiralty Charts for the Northern Seas, yet I do not imagine that 
tlie smallest imputation of neglect enn be charged to government upon 
that account. It has never yet been thought an object of sufficient 
national importance, to ■warrant an expenditure of the public money 
towards defraying the great expense that'must necessarily be incurred in 
surveying (Iiorougitly those .frozen coasts' which bprder upon fiavis’ and 
Hudson's Straits. The Greenland mariners are notorious for paying so 
little regard to the situation of die places they visit, that they are incapable 
of giving any correct information : and the officers of. the Hudson's Bay ships 
iiave a motive in concealing the knowledge which they actually possess: 
this I shall nqtice more fully hereafter.” 

* For a view i>l' Uxstia. see N. C. voi. li. 
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On tbe of .July/ they reache# Cape Saddle-back, .wbeM tiiej[ aei# 

flint irfsited fay the Esquimaux, wtonr the author thus deserfbte 

' ** I most, for a time, quit the ship and her proceedings, to describe Ui^ 
appe;prance, manners, and <ntstoma of this singular race, who inhabit the 
ahotei of Hudson^ and Davis’ Straits, the northern part of Hudson’s Q^y, 
^tld-both jjlpes of the vast peninsula of Labrador. Upon the first intelli- 
jr^te of the approach of the iiaiives, I immediately jumppd out* of bed,' 
' ran upon deck; where, on my arrival, the most discordant shouts and 
cries assailed my enrs. Alongside the ship were paddling a large assein- 
hli^e of canoes, of thq most curious construction t these were built of 'e 
wd^en frame-work of the lightest materials, covered with oiled seal-skin, 
with the-hnir scraped off; the skin being sewed over the frame with the 
ioest astonishing exactness, and as’tight as parchment upon the head of a 
'drain. But the most surprising peculiarity of thb canoes was, titcir being 
twentj-two feet long, and only two feet wide. There was but one opening 
in the centre, sufficiently large to ndmit the entrance of a roan; and out pf 
this bole prajected the body of the Esquimaux, visible only from the ribs 
shards. Tlie paddle is held in the liand, by the middle; and it has 
a blade at each end, curiously veneered at the edges, witli slips of a sen- 
unicorn’s *horn. On the top uf the canoe were fastened strips of sea-horses* 
iiide, to confine the lance and liarf^on ; and beiiiiid ther Esquimaux were 
targe lumps of whale blubber, for the purposes of barter. These canoes 
are only capable Of containing one person, for any useful purpose; the 
slightest inclination of the body, on cither side, will inevitably overturn 
them; yet in these frail barks will the Esquimaux smile at the roughest 
sea; and in smooth water they ctin, with ease, travel seven miles an hour. 

Whilst I was still busily employed in making roy remarks on 
oanpes of the mate Indians, a large open boat arrived, containing admut 
twenty women, besides many children. This last boat was steered by n 
very old man, with a paddle: he was the only male adult amongst them. 
Tlie women pulled with oars, having a very broad wash at the extremity ; 
and they cheerfully kept time to the lunp of a song, in which they all 
joined. The boat was built of the same materials as the canoes; that is to 
say, a frame-work covered with oiled seal-skins ; hut differed, in .being 
abiqied more after the European boats; also, in having a square sail made 
of seal-skins, with the hair taken off; and owing to this diffisrenoe,. the 
Hudson's Bay tiaders have distinguished these boats by the. name ef Log 
Boats; although they never attempt to use the sail, except with a fair wimL 
It is difficult to give an adequate 41108 of the delight expressedjby these poor 
creatures,’ on reaching the ships: they jumped, shouted, danct^,-aDd. 
sang, to express their joy. AniL hens it should be observed,. tliat the 
arrival of tiie ships is considered by the Esqipmaux as a sort of annual fair; 
their little maiiufactiires of dresses, spears, &c, gre jesiiye^, fof thf 
expected jubilee; and when, after long watching, they at last oitch a 
glimpse of the approaching vessels, their exultation knows no bounds. 

.*i. The mala. Eiquimaua have rather a prepossessing phyribgnomy, but 
with'Vfry high cheek bone^ 'broAd forebeadSi and small eyed, rath^ far- 
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dimwo tOf;eti^r so that none of the wjiite is to be sfen their ipouths 
lM^e>tri3j^/W(} ^Ir Arhite ihH KguluV: the cbi^jdexion is a Jivthji 
^IkMry Wt eo%e of ihe young uromen nAv,e.%1itt1e colour bursting'tl^id^h 
tihSi iAadrihii : the noses of thO irien are rather ^aitened^ biit those‘p* Ine 
w^en' hfe 'sbinetBhes ereh prominent. ' The males are, gehdtilly speak- 
betWeert'^tife feA fire iOcheS and fTve'teet eighli le’ches'hi^h; aAil 
i^bnad dtoOldered; blit 4o not appear b' possess much fhust|uTar strisngj^J 
The flesh of all the EHtjumtauil fcefi kof^ and flabby, Viilch inaybelictf:* 
buted to tbe"nirtBrtf of their food. But the mnst^surprising 'peculfadty of 
this beople is the itmaUhess of theiir hands and feb(; whidi is iiojf'eiccA- 
4 ioBefi, as in China];'by coitnpression, rier by any other arUflcinl iheAnS, as 
their boots'And gk)res are made' large,'antf of soft scaW-sItiu., To their 
jpnntinoarempfoyhtent in canoes Ob the water, mid to tlie Sitting poslolb 
they are thus btdiged to preserve, perhaps their ditninutive feet mij^ht hidi 
Aseribed : blit when We reflect on ihe laborious life they mast necessarily 
■lead*, and yet And that their hands arc equally small with thhir fbet, it.wilt 
naturally lead us to the conclusion, ihAt the snnlc intense cold' whl^li 
reitfjcfs vegetation to the forms of ciecping shrnhs, has also i^s y^ct'upon 
xhegro^'th'of iiiankiud, prev^iliig th^extremities front attuiuing their djuts 
pnropiirtion. * ' ' . 

The chin, d)eek*!iones, and forehead, arantig the w^men, nre tattooed; 
and -this operation is performed among the Esquimaux hy^ricking through 
the skin witbsome sharp instrument, and rubbing asliea into the wou^d,; 
as the ninrks are not deep, their appearance is nut,disagreeable, t 
imagine that the tattooing does not take place mitil the female arrives ac 
the i^c of puberty, because the youngest girls were without any^uph 
marks. None of the men undergo the operation; hut they have a'fevr 
strag^ng hairs on the chin and upper lip, wliilc tim women carefully 
remove them from every part of the body, excepting the head, .where ijjey 
have a lock on each temple, neatly braided, and hound with a thong of 
hide. On the back of the bead, the hair is turned Up, much after^the 
fashion of the English ladies* I hope the latter will hut be offended at the 
comparison. 

** After having gone so far in a dosertptiop of their persons, -peilvap^ 
their diet ought not to be overlooked; because^it has bren before i;i^v>.ticed^ 
that the relaxed state of their flesh, and the sallow hue of,their .con * 
plekiorts, may In a great measure be ascribed to the nature of theil* fuodt 
Ak they Item to devour every thing raw, u has been cp'njeptured that tjiry, 
are unacquainted with the use of Are;, but. this is hot true. ^ I ohseryer]|, 
near oAe of their huts, a circle of 1008 /^ 10068 , contalnttig the nsites 'pf s^ 
recently extinguished Are, aiid% stone keitfc standing li^on it; • also, in, ti, 
htttf 1 saw ajpail of vegetables, reSembfing spinach, which had been boi.led[ 


* Mr. ilealme* ia hh jaumej tatba mouth ftf itlitt.Ca yp^ibn Ms^ R ivAr,' ttl». 
servesi that the Esquimaux, oa MSkoasttot)|e,.a«vthwii^-Used^'it|e»'miAie 
of lajMi oUari$. 

9ali*Ciiron* VolXXXIX* sa 




into tjn^ consuionc^ of patle.* Yet, ^ ft it no less cei|^a t|At wt 
^^imux isreiert ell riiw. In proof of ^ts it nujjf 
f|Ht |lie ooauMndjtr |Im) JE^^stone, n ^ndtoiiVBify tbi|i, tbM e 
t^a^U^ M mif^ ttgon tfaat m wished fotr the iitrd: npoiecfiet^l 

on reoetn% ii, he tucked awty the bl^ that flowed fram its tnohih^ 
then, battdjr {decking off the feathers, he imtentljr ^»pati;|^ tm iMy* 
eotr^l, &c. with the most tjirprjsiiig roracit). The knowledge whi^ the 
CH|iiinauxpo8seAB^ the use of fire, is observable in the iiiffOuitj^ with 
wbicfa (bajr translorip iron oiub, boopi^ See. into heads for their arrows, 
fpeaov and harpoons, ^ay i|ut their foniiness for raw fleshjihavo arisen 
from the tmrcitg i0uel 9 was not a bij; o^ wood to M fvutul on 

that part of the coast where X landed. 

** We made many attemptnto induce the natives to pertd.e of our fpod. 
At breakfast, we placed an Esqmimoua at table, and ofiered bim eieiy sper 
cieaef food that the ship could afford, lie tasted every things bpt, witi) a 
beoatUaugh, lie waseure to lyect whatsoever he tasted, over oui; pl«(fs» 
and apen the table cloth. The only thing they pould be induced to swal¬ 
low was a pteoe of hag*s lard, and i»f this they ail paitook with avidity. 
Above all, they appeared to have the greatest aversion from sugar and 
•alt. 

** In their dealings they maiirPeS.ed a stfatige mixttiie of honesty and 
fraud. At one moment I observed au Esquimanx striving, with ail his 
might, to convey iiko a sailor's band the article for which he had already 
received his eijuivaienc, and, in ten minutes afterwRrds, I detected the 
shme man in an<diindeavenr to cut the binder buttons fiom my own coat. 
They value meialu more than any other article of barter, and trea most of 
all. As a spuLitnen of the relative articles of traffic, I ^sball briefly insert 
the pnoes which t paid for some little curiosities, ttz. * , 

** A se^Vskin hooded frock, quite new, foi a knife. 


A seal’s skin pair ot breeches needlc> 

SealVskio boots ..mw« 


A pair of wooden spectarles, or rather 
shades, used by the Esqmmaua to dc' 
fend their eyes gainst the dazzling re¬ 
flection of the sun fi oui the ice..... . 


A pair of white feather gloves ... two buttons. 

. A lunce or spear ... flic. 


** Tbeyibavn a strange custom of hcking with* their tpngue cteigr thing 
that comet Into their pussassion. either by b.irtQr or otharwifc. ao^ tb«y 
j«i|l|antl|y ^ aot coosai^r an article a| their projt^rty until it has underg^que 
fbi|fiipflni|iQifr Qy way of caperm ent^e I gnvp to a young gul* hglf a doeen 
afim «miIn ihe imro«iatcly jumped, and shputed* to esiir^ hpr gratitude. 
<<4lm4 IWlMiif; each luui separately. Hie put tlien) sntq tier boat« tlmt 
fbut^upositpiy efj^limhu amuiig the female Esquimaux, who are 
twnp^uainted with the tna of pockets. Several of tlie natives 

. . . . -P-.I II. ■.»! II ■TH. i i l 'Iftiii ' 

. 4f«XtwsifMladd|yfMMraed i akiBdof fl>edeMeo<ai|itew^|iriouii, by the 
Mtt^eqdrtta Jsle af<6t. Ikdda. ui the Htbudcfc” 
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drfm oil board like end, 14 ^ rettirA fw e 
^o^^eom^eilird tlitb% oWbing^o^th, to reoaive 6W ISuA 

of^tliii iroai^ tbkd visry jptenaing Features j bat tb^ ^Ori k> dll%ttrl3 wim 
mUil, imid'il^nr persons, stneU sfi sirol^fj of fIte seal oil,' ibat 4 

1s|^d^ ^eart to salute eren Hie prettiest of ttiem. ' ' * «- 

* |pn’ board tlm ship, they ivere eaceediugfy curloos 1o vieiriai; evdij^ 
tbmg: bat fioivierer ustouishdd or di^igbti^'itiejf ii|irg1il appear'in tbd ^rSt 
s^^iit of auf noreliy, jret teu tniatites was tlie utmost ITiiiit of 'tb^r adipt^ 
tioiu llie pigs, cats, and fowls, attracted tiiieir attenrion in so fediiirlisa^lle 
a |st8iuier,^t» to indicate. a certuint'jr uf;»tbeir dot ba^g seed anyiueb 
aniinais befurbw A aiiiler threw tf)pm alt into the' mo^kdent fit of 
jng aod shouting, bj walking upon his hnnds'atdo^ the deck. l^iit1i)otfnn|; 
SMmed to fix their attention so much as Capthih Stopford’^amphtatediu'iii :* 
Wg satisfied theinselves, by feeling the slump, tl^t the arm'was aetndHjf 
deficient, and then appeared to wonder bow it cmild have been lost t bde 
when I made signs to them tliat it had been severed by a saw, to tbe^icredts 
cif their feelings, 1 must state, tlmt commiseration was depicted on CdMy 
countenance. We did not perceive an instance, either of men, woifiaii, 
or diitd, amongst tlicm, who was in any way crippled or delurmed.*" 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, FaioAv, April 94, 4818^ • 

OFFICERS’ WIDOWS* PENSlONa* 
fT'lIJE Margtiis of Lansdowne moved for a copy of tb'e regOlations, 
dewed tlie 17th of February, 1817, limiting the granting of Pensions 
to ilie Widows of Military Officers, to those cases only where tliey were 
not possessed of an income of double the amount of the Pension. Ilia 
Dirdsliip stated briefly the origin of the fund out of which tliose Pensions 
were granted, and observed, that the proposed regulation would operate 
unjustly, and in many cases produce great hardsiiip. The Pensieu's in them¬ 
selves were so small, being only upon |;he scale of 12Ql. a year to a widow 
of a general officer, 60/. per ana. to a widow of a captain, and SO/, a year 
to the widow of an ensign, that they could scarcely be considered as 
olijecis for regulation; the whole antouut'df tliem did not exceed 9(^000/. 
per aim. and the saving that could he made by the regalation must be 
' extreme^ ^rlfiing, whilst the hardship* that resalted from It must be in 
mtmy instances very great. It was going too fas, to say th^ the widow 
nf a general officer, having an incdmi of little morej^an 900)11 pef^ann. or 

-i;-, , --" ... - ■ 

* This gallant officer lost bis arm in the attack on Java, bye Cannon-ball/ 3lie 
seamen seeing him knocked backwards by the shock, and lying teiHdeas, coa- 
jixtared tlwt he had been kilted outright; bnt as they'were bearing him off the 
ticld, Ihe captain recovered lu^ seitses, and feeling the hot beams of-» vertical 
still striking directly on tiis face and bead (liis hat having rolled off wbrifi be 
be immcdi^lely eaciaimed to oite of bis men, ‘ Dammtt Sir! 


41% imperial ?AttU ament* 

the wido*v of a captain bnvijpj(,^|00ft aifo^should be eackided from the 
Ci^o^meqt of that Tewsion whieb had hiitwno been considered as a rijbt} 
IMd frben, as vrsA adtaally tfte cesir'in some instances, the hwibaad bad 
fnnk ^ p*»rt of4»tt inojKie itt>oiier*b 3 r ineoraAce w crWwA a»W«tt»l sunii foe 
his wido«^fter his death, m adibtion Pension wbicli tie iiad a rig|ht 
to calculate she wnuki receive. Sict^p, haeever, be hi^’jpowo iut^ the 
'he had heard with ss^is^tion, that the moni^catioh on the 
^irfation -was iq to^ntertiplaiion, vrbich would do away so^ 9? 
Objecisons. > * . ‘ , , ,, 

The J3br/'^jUtvrpopi»refeid|^ to^the origin of thej^Fftnd/andi^*yip 
diffsreWt warrants I'egulatjog ti^grants, of theis^I^lions^ foi the pui|)oso 
pf shewing that they had recognized die principle of ,^t Bllowi|i| tho 
pMMioti where the party applying Vor it had already a sufficient incomp** 
33ie wording, however* bf these warrants in timt re*spect, was, he admU^* 
Tqguauiid hidefinfte. The piactice of the nSt-y had been more preewi^y 
lagoletekl, it havhq; been long stnOe established that the widow oti, pn 
officer thouHi not be entitled to a Pension, if she possessed an income of 
tbiffilp'the amoont. In the nrmy, on the contrary, fiom the principip not 
lanrintt lii*en ncppraieljr dtfin^d, it had grown up'^ be considered as a ri|^ 
that tlie hW%w of an officer sliooid be entitled, under abatever^CiKanir* 
trances, to a penfion. It was wery** desirable that ihe hary uno army* 
in this respect, should he b 9 th placed upon the same footing; and with 
a due regard to rhaP hhelal feeling which ouglit in sucti cases to prevail, ij 
was IncontempliBVian to issue a new regulation, arranging for both services, 
that the widows of officers should be entitled to the PenSion, czceptin cases' 
where il*ey were' already in possession of an income of four times its 
UpKiunt. AihI with !(l|lgitrd to the legulaiion lespectigg the widows of 
miiitaiy officers, as the Pension Iiinl been, from the practice for seine 
time cianadered as a matter of righi, and as there weie undoubtedly eases 
hbere, froiq the intarnnees effected by tlieir husbands out of their iuconies, 
glieir widows would be haidly dealt with if they were refused their Pension, 
St was proposed that ihe legulatimi, with regard to the widows of nul.itary 
officers, should not operate reirospectprely, so as to effect those who were 
married before ilie d.iy <d; its (Ute, but only prospectively upon those 
•obsaqttOutly lUoriied. Tlicse nei^^gulations, would, be trusted, be saiis- 
lactory'to Imth services. 

The IBor/ ^'/ffl&sfyi|/h!gardcd the new regularions niemioaed by Ihe 
Kobie Karl, as satisfactory. 

ifird Vucount iRtnxmth beggeft leave, in the name of the service 
with which If0 was connected, to thank tlie Nable Earl flivgrpool) and 
the AJn^te'rs geiiertt jh L for the rejjuTlattons no,w ^njpesed With r^ard to 
the Penvinnsto the ^dows of Nnvat Officers, whit^ hO was oanvinced* 
wftfili) be quite satisfactoi^ to the navy. , , 

After a sh^t etiplaattioo from Abe MutquU lihiniifoa>iic* the motion 

was agfied to. ^ 

# ^ 


i 
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PLAT^; 306. 

■ wv-' ' • ' ^ ' ' ' 

, pootf CaUkt m the Goli CotM Aftko. ^ 

t \ [ConUnur4 from ))age tafj 

" is eos^lnary for a woman,W l^relng pregnant wubi)er first chifd 
Jl to giro oblations to the Fetish,'^ perAirm jArtaiii rites esuJbliibe^ 
iihWinoriai custom. On the ^rst iiidioation of tbh flow of the Aieiues, 
a female i|, obliged to walk abroad, habimd in^a peculiar manner;, thus 
publishing her attailim^t^of womanliot^ They suckle their children 
vntil they are able to about; and* toth Mxes generaUj go naked 
until the age bfpuberty, esceptiug a girdle^worn about tbe loins, to Vhich 
' iilip of cloth is 4i^ed for Ihe take of decency. The change from 
tj^oTelitoiice to pub^fy, this country, and which we, will sqppnao 
Vthe'same in every Tropical country, is very rapid; girls become yrgnsen 
at the arly age of ten years, and ^ys men at twelve* Tlieir decrfiim is 
etpiatly quick ; at that age when both sexes arrive to niatprity, or to the 
height of uccoinplisliinen(^ in temperate climates; here they bse a great 
ihere, if not dll, of their attractive qualities and perfectbiia. One sex 
witnesses many years of st^ility, aad the other many years of imfiecility. 
Tliere are, however, excepiions to be found, not indeed ip die towns on the 
sed-side, but inland sometimes, where a hYe of mnre temperance and 
regulariiy Is followed, and where the passions are not so qprly excited." 

** The dress of both sexes is nearly alike. The men wear a piece 
of cloth, of about 'four yards long and two wide, fvrapt .loosely about 
them, when they are unemployed; when engagetf ip, any.occupation, part, 
of ic'iS folded roiitid tbe loins, the remuinder bangs down .and covers the 
Idvtfer part of the body. - The men of wealth wear hats when they travel, 
.li'tid soiiie df them sandiils. In general the wonicii appp.-vr with their breasts 
ed^osed: their garmeut is fastened round ilie waist by a girdle or zone, 
called a torulmh, which is supported behind by folds of cloth, which forma 
protuberance, in proportion to the.’igc and circumstances of ibe person; 
and to a Furupcan Is a singular mart of consequence. In front the wometi 
of quality and fashion, have,a nunibel^^f silver keys suspended by a ring 
to the tombuh,.rwliicli by their sound announce the approach of,tbe lady 
from some distance. They wear bracelets ^Jf pjther gold nr bends,; or 
botii; and some strings pf heads are worn about ihe neck, liotli qten act^ 
women take particular care In the decQrniioii of their headsf tliey cut, or 
rather’shn^p, the hair with taste and nicely. I1ic old UM shave Uio 
whole of tbe head, exceptlhg a lo^I^jjr^tvvo behind^ to which tney generally 
keep a piece of goid’suspentlcd. '%oine of the inerrifelow rtip linir to grpvf 
tfn the chiu; uud whiskers^niid mtistaclip, are not iincoinmnu au||Mi^ 

1 hem:—we have given it the hanid ofKair, but hr fvct it is a^wo^illy 
substance, and which fs considered »« tlntraciertStic eP rtie rbW, 

A Fantee viitv lie known from others of the natives, by stnitll' si''^icattons 
on the u;q)er part of the chd^lfboivcs, and on the back of tl» Bulb * 

men gud womeu are particulat'ly cleanly; they gcucially wash Uiqir 
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bodies twice a day: ibc Hatt^ a<%,foii(f df JCofopean perfutneQ, wndf also of 
tbtwe tlieyf In the oottifiry; aiifl they are particular in the rre^i5iit' 

UM of a certain’ t^erado^ et^hdes the neeeuity of laxitive mediciMsi 

in all ^helr diid^ eii unWr^al afid neceisMry frigred^nt^ at)^ 

indc^ iihm Ihci ’ 9 tifuit^y of bread thhjr cpnsuifie, and is o^a stroi^ 
and aotiti wdture,'something of a |tiiDaiatmg aitd dlgei^ive quality is 
teqnftlth. Ilteir ^rin^pal 4^1 is eotnptised of Bsb^ dr poultry made into 
46ftp‘; to ^adneiiare add^ patoi'ml r^bentiy Wprestj pepper; salt, and 
This liighiy sealed dish is accornpahieH With' yanii 6i 
plantain lihadw into a pbddir^^^or the bread df the country^ whidh is 
tinleal^hed: it is mad^ of ihsi^ .or fndian cOrn, and cafled cankey^ Ihd' 
men and women getferally eat by |heniselveS: luur| six* or mbret pliuie 
themsefses round, a bow}, of *!Boup,' in' which they alternately dip somo 
t^hkeyi or pudding, Hiey do not drink during their meaji^ but after t^ 
repast, they sumotlmcs ipdulge freely in the iise' of palm, wine, or of spiritsJT 
Afthough' th'C'lF'anteh country is not considered by the natives as conv 
meneihg at Cape Coast; we will, notWithstandihg, spenU of it as part 
of tlinVCountry : |it is subjected to the Fantees, and tW people ToIIdw the 
same laws aqd customs as the Fantees do, and may in er^y respect 
be regarded as the same people. M^ch supe^tition is intermingled with 
the laws of.the Fnntee country, and they are particularly strict; their 
punishmimts are hues and slavery, which amount to nearly thd sarne tbiiig; 
for, if the guilty person cannot pay tiie 5ne, he is by law adjudged a slave. 
No corporeal puirahments are indicted. Causes are tried hjr the pynuis, 
dr elders of the people; in' whom arc conjibined the ofiic^ of judge and 
jurors. They generally assemble in the market-place for the trial 

\>f offences: both parties are attentively heard, atfd wi|»esses examined} 
after which, sentence is pronounced.. If the person who is found guilty, 
suspect the justice or partiality of the proceedings, an appeal lies to the 
governor of the fort, op to the elders of another town or district. The 
pynins are chosen by tJie public voice; iliey sometimes succeed by 
hereditary right; in which case, if n deficiency in their legal knowledge be 
publicly known, their authority is suspended, and' others appuinted by the 
public. They get a share of all fines and forfeitures; and when aaj 
cause of consequence is laid before ^kiem, it is usually accompanied by a 
present; of rum. In cases where family-connections inteffere, the ti'ial 
very dften happens by night,' for ilia purpose of preventing niiy impression 
which the countenance of thb accused ini^t create. Suicide is consitlered 


with abharreoccs and. the bodies of such self devoted criminals are 
■burned, unless a consiilarabiq sum be paid te Uip p,^itiii«,fpr permis^ to 
give tlietfi decentsepijiUurG.'’^ , i * ' ' , f, 

“AH proclamations are accompanied with, lih^'tound ta ap tristrumeni 
usually called gong-gong; but the truq name of il'is'*daKvi^t;'it w'made 
of iron, and' very oftcti of a raised metal; and is’ati'ape,| 's6methiog like*' 
a h'ei!, A lUBii bolds it in one hand, ‘(if it lie large, h Is fuilened^to a piece 
of wood, and carried on the shgglder), t^d „heats upon ft a stick. 
The sound of this instrument may liC heard at mme distau^; but the 
tuiic it produces is not agreeable to the ear,'and paiiuot be described.'^ 
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** In i;^fi|e|tience of the s^tness of tlie tows, irimes of magnitucle 
we s^doin known; mui-der ^ scarcely, beard of; and odenco^ 
particularly tliefts, are not often i;oianiitteib An. Article may be left 
in tlie puUic road widiout mucii danger of being touched by any oersoa 
belonging to the same ncIghbouHtood. Tl^ a^e particularly cautmus of 
making free wtj^ tbe property of dift^r own class; but, whatever belongs to 
a white man, is considered, fair^ game; .b^us^, they do no# dread any 
severe punii^hment, . notwithstandutg the severity ,tbe ksfK, and jthe 
pbedienice that was paid tq them : yet during tbe slaiye^trade, we Iteard of 
crimes being perpetrated almost every oraot least men and tyomen 
seiaed for offences eithec^committed by j^mselves ^ others; but false 
crimes and faim witnesses' were very common in diosmdays.*' 

^ ** The practice of^^yii^rtAg was cftrrietUo such lengths in this country, 
as to occasion great^uiioyance^to trade, and to preclude public security. 
The word is hot F'an|w|Nfril>e phrase is well understood." 

** Another odious pnumce, but"productive of less evil consequences, was 
tbat of h-andeemg : this is atioihcr word foreign to the Fantee language; 
Lilt its meaning was as well understood as that of panyUring.. If a man 
bnd slandered another, or, used any words tending to vilify his character, the 
injured person repaired to the iharket'place with an aiiker oiftwo of spirits, 
or less; ond there invited life accuser to,make good his assertions; who 
must likewise produce a like quantity before'he can obtain a hearing. If 
the parties were rich, they suiiietimes proceeded until they got, to one 
luiodred gallops, or more; and if the man were found gpilty, a pecuniary 
satisfaction was made, and thp spirits went to the pynins, and the friends 
and relations of the person acquitted. These p^oceedhigs created much 
interest; for if the parties were"rich, the spoil xvns generally cunsidcrablcw 
TTiere are certain days, on which panyarii^ is interdicted Tuesdays in 
some districts, and Sundays in others." 

[To be cuntinued.j 
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DK8ULT0RY TIlOUCJUTS ON TIJE SBA SIDK. 

' * V 

, • BY MSS. ti*UVl.ZAJi. 


• [Contiuned front page 955.] 


A TTEND. 'Tbe fragraqt^ottar bring* 

Quick, twine the earliest bmls of SpHng, 
'And haste to meet^ime’s blushing morn, 

While Hebe's smiles your baweis adorn, 

Site files, alas! too.soou. 


Ere vWets blow, os iwow*drops sleep,' 
Eve^rocuid fades; orlieath<bells weep, ' 



’4l5 HkfAt UfstdaY or tiie MtscNT y&AR} lBi'8* 

f . - I < 

Bi« Aprirs fickle sttn apf^ar, 

O, Imite to h&il the new*l>orn year, 

Nor wAtc tli^beam of noon. 

. ■ ; > 

Yon m«y toon tumultuous swell; 

. Yuo fasti tnke • lost &re«eU; 

Hw bittern's lonely, hidootnT cry^ 

K^pond lb# sinking Sailor’s sigb| 

And ^ts eclipse tbe sun. 

. ,.^be.o trait not ^ope’s deceptive ray. 

Blit swiftlj^ize the present fky i 
let Pietismes voice alone invite, 
tier Varied charms your soul deligb^; 

Her magic circle run. 

Study may hide in gloomy schools, 

Wisdom mSy |>re8ch her musty rules, 
tjabour obtain what toil can give, 

"'Tis only Pleasure's train that live. 

Or reach Olympus' mount. ' ^ 

Wait not till the meridian beam 
Illume iheobasking sbepherd^s dream ; 

Wait nt^t till Autumn fill tiie land. 

But fly**-ere Winter dim the land 
To teek the Paphian fount. 


cloudless skies, where dwells unclinngmg Ymth| 
Were heard these accents of impetuous youth: 
Her radiance sboiie upon the rocky Steep, 

And Hope came, smiling, o’er tlie*tranquil deep; 
As her soft arm tlie steady anchor press’d, 

The Goddess tlius her azure train address’d: 

[To be continued.] 


NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEA?, 1818. 

• (April—Ma^,) ‘t 

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCMXANEOUS. 

■ / «< 


T he testleiu spirit of America seems to dispose her for differences with 
any po^^, from'.sr^ni advantiige may be gained with little risk. 
|8hips, Colopie^ end Comimefee, ere her objects; the first of these three 
ilaidtrata is {eddiihly eoptif^i ^rocufing fay her own industiy, the tpo 
ctHors'She appe^s difhrmined to hero by arguments wehl of Vtfto^ or if 
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that will inotilo, by superiority of material strength. Her claims dn Spain 
appear to us^iacked by that kind of reasoning, which the w^f would use 
with the lamb. 

Her commercial resolutions against us are ^ftainly fiiore plausible, but 
the policy of which will admit of some doubt. ‘ 'As to the ground &f com* 
plaint, we would ask her what can be her own view In the ^acquisition of 
colunini puasessions, but an exciusii^ right of trade with them—by which 
her navy may be increased, and her seamen fonaed. ’Sbe^t however, is 
nut yet rich in colonies—she secs, or thinka seei^ an ad«'antagc in-the. 
ohjcction she makes to us, and very pluiutiltfy^itw it—(md she cbioniei 
on whid) we could retaliate, the objection would nut have been iB|de. 

Our remarks will be understood*os alluding to the Qeneiit Navigation Bill, 
the object of which is, not to allow kngtis|i vessels, from the West Indies, 
to trade will) the Unitad States, if the British do ni»t allow vessels of the 
United Stales to Iradewith the West Indies. This of course is merely a 
matter of commercial regulation, amounting certainly to mutual prohibi- 
tiuns, but to whicii we can foresee no disadvantage to the interests of this 
country. The Americans only receive from our islands rum and molasses, 
while our islands receive from the United States large quantities of provi¬ 
sions and lumber, fur which they can find no other,markeE-vTbU will be 
a great loss to.the ngriculrivists of ti\e United States, and a great gain to 
the English Northern Colonies of Nova Scotia, Canada, &c. which will 
now supply our West India Islands; unless indeed tlie .!tradei[S of tli# 
United States find nuaiis to carry on tlie trade with the West Indies clan¬ 
destinely, which will probably be the case, as they wjll naturally stiiaia 
every point rather than relinquish so profitable a traffics—The Indians still 
continue to make an effectual stand against the forces of the United States. 
The governor of the Hnvannah is stated to have received instructions to 
close that port against all Hags indiscriminately. 

The Naliotia/ Iniciligencer publishes a paragropli, discountenancing the 
riiniour that any hostile measures were in contemplation of the American 
governinent against Spain—af least wiitiin the present Session. 

A spirit of insurrection is report! d to have manifested itself in Deme- 
rara, (Aid some of the white inhahituius have lost/.heir lives. 

The inhabitants of NuvaScutiu complain of the injuiious encroachments 
of the Americans on the inaiitiinc property of the British. A pftttion has 
, been nuint-iou-iy signed at Halilnx, for transmission to England,' pricing 
ministers to rake into cpnsidcraiiuti the state of the fishciies on tlm shores 
of British Nortti Araeiica, wheic thctciiirens of the United,-States hnv« 
push'd into the narrow strait dividing Nova Scotia from Gape Breton, 
every part of which is witliin thc,BrJt^sh territory ; antriiave likegvise occu* 
pied and nearly appropriated to themselves the whdie uf the fishing ground 
on the Labrador coast. ^ 

The Lthds of the Admiralty have directed all tlie gtuirdshipti bf:the 
United Kingdom, except the flag-ships at Portihliouih and Plymouth, to 
HoscmbleVt Plviflouth by die 1st of June, and thence proceed lu cruise for 
t^u moatbs.' The sldps t(mt will assemble arc—HamilliM, 71|: CapjUtER 

CliroR* Vol.XXXlX. 3 a 
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T. Bt'ys • Spencer, 74, 'Captain W. R. Broughton ; Roohefor^t, 80, Sir 
A. C. Dickson j Superb, 74, Captain C. Ekins ; Vengcur/74, Captain 
T. Alexander; Northumberland, 74, Captain J. Walker; Bulwark, 74, 
Captain T. Grares; and theTonnant, 80, Captain Tail'sur. It is said they 
will be put under the command of Sir BenjAmin Hallowelt, The Rochefort 
and Vengeiir, at this port, will go out of harbour on ibe ITth instant : 
their complement of men wid be increased, during the cruise, from men 
to be'Irrr from the Quken Charlotte. The period of three years’ service 
for the arii;ird-ships, pxpires generally about the 1st of September next; 
after which they will he pt^’d off and re-cominissioned. 

By llie Jamaica papers to the I4th of March, we learn that the priva¬ 
teers in those seas continue greatly to annoy the merchant vessels—^The 
Buetios Avres privateers are stated ro be cruising in great numbers in the 
Gulf of Mexico, and to have captured, in less than ebree months, upwards 
of twenty vessels, thecargois of which have been sold, and the vessels 
fitted out as new privateers. 

A convoy of twenty-four Spanish ships, which sailed from fite Ilavnnnah 
for Cadiz, has been dispersed in tempestuous wcatlier, and most of them 
afterwards captured by Insurgent prirutcers, only two of them being known 
to have arrived at their destinaation. 

New Orleans papers of the Gih of March, ci'mtain an account of a severe 
engagement betw'een two squadrons, the one belonging to Old Spain, :.:id 
the other to the S<'iRh American Republicans, which ended in the com¬ 
plete triumph of the latter. 

^ lh« follow ing is a statement of the Trade at Calcutta.—Ships at that 
port, on tite 1st of'December;— 

* Sfti/is. Tons. 


H. C. ships for England_ .............. _ 11 (>9I7 

Free Traders for (jreat Britain. 20 

Free Traders for Malta. S 1140 

Country ships for Gibraltar .j.... 1 4)6 

Ditto for China.... 5 2882 

l?itto employed in the country trade, including the 

Isle of France, l*iersian Gulf, &c. .. 40 13154 

Ditto laid up for sale or freight. 34 11812 

American vessels.. 4 1736 

FTfitch ditto .. 5 2241 

Portuguese ditto .. ....j... 8 2794 

Danish ditto .. 3 700 

Arabian ditto, from Arabian and Persian Gulfs .. IB 6089 


Total Ships 130 67296 

Accounts from the Ilavannah mention, that the news of the’Trcaty be¬ 
tween Spain and England for the abolition of the Slave Trade, had arrived 
there, and had excited a great sensation throughout the Island of Cuba. 
Slaves had already risen twenty-live per cCint. and the slaves from the 
northward of the Line, which arc esteemed by far the best, were expected 
to rise even a hundred per cent. 
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A‘ J\1ETE0U()L0GICAL JOURNAL, 

KEPT AT TUK OBSERVATOKT OF THE NAVAL ACADEMY, GOSPORT, 


From April the 20M, to Maif^he 2Qth, 1818. 



The observations in each line ot this table are for a period of 24 hours (except the Hj^gro* 
Hieter), begiiiinug at 9 A.M. 

Rrsvlts. 


Inches. 

n < iMaxirauiu.. 30* Maj 20th, Wind N.E. 

Rsrometeh J;\ii,„muin., 8908 ApM 25ih, Ditto S. 
Range of the Mercur;y .... ‘98 

Meanbaromelnctti press^r^ 29‘.’>44 ^ * 

Grcaiesi vanatior. in 84 hours ‘4d * 


Spaces described bj the ris- 7* . .g 
ing and lulling of the nicr. ^ 
Number of Changes. 81 



May JBili, Wind N. E. 
Ditto 1st Ditto E. 
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420 NATAI. HISTOHT OF THE PRESENT TEAR, 1818. 

DE LUC’S HYGHOMBTER. 

f 

Degrees. ■ 

Highest pointer Deposition.... 98 April SOth, at 9 A.M. 

Diwest point of ditto .... 40 May 18tb, at 2 P.M. 

Range of the Index..^.. 58 

Mean of Oliscrvationb ut 9 A M. 73 5 
Mean of ditto at 2 P.M. S8'5 

Mean of ditto at 9 P.M. 7S‘6 

Mean of ditto at 9, 2,\ --- 

and 9 o’Clock, for 25 days/ 

Evaporation during the period .. 4'65 Inches. 

Rain and llail ,< ditto .. 4*U4 Ditto. 

Prevailing Winds, Soutii. 

< » 

A Scale of the prevailing Winds, 

I N.E. I W. I 3.L:. I 5: I S.W. „| W. I N.W. 1 Dsys. 

1 I 4'"i bh \ H \ 7 T 3~ I 6 i r "I so' 

REMARKS ON THE WEATHER, &c. 

Apart wl. Faint sunshine at intervals through the attenuated parts of 
eirrmlralus, and opposite currents, the lower winds from the eastward: a 
calm cloudy Aight. 

22. At 8 A.M. a small solar huk> on a plnssing bed of-soft undulating 
cirrus; also cirrocumulus and distant cirrosfrali till 10; then small rain 
till 2 P.M.: an ovencast sky, and close the remainder of the day: at 10, a 
torrent of rain fpr 15 minutes, with vivid lightning of various colours, and 
laud peals of thunder—the liglitning to the south came on at half-past 7, 
and ceased at 1 ir , 

‘ 23. At 8 A.M. two currents crossing at right angles: steady rain through 

the day and night, and a brisk wind. 

24. An overcast sky till 8 A.M., then sunshine, with cirrocumvli, and 
n chain of hemispherical cumuli cap^icd: at mid-day a thick mist for half an 
hour, with a disagreeable smell, followed by incessant rain. 

25. Rain till noon: sunshine with rti/nu/us, citrosiratm, and cirrus, (he 
latter mudillcaiiun very red at sunset: heavy thunder-clouds in the night. 
The swallows returued’hcre to-<tay. 

26. A.M. sunshine, with plumose citrus and cirroctimuliy passing t« 
eirros'raiif and some cumulus clouds near the horizon at noon: ligiit 
showers and lofty thuiidcr-clouds in the afternoon—iinnitdialcly after sun¬ 
set the low electric clouds to the N.K. and S. emitted strong flashes in 
quick succession; at half past 8 P.M. the wind fteslieiied, uirj condensed 
niaiter in zigzag and gbbular shajies were discharged—at 9 a heavy sturui 
^came oh, with distiiiii thunder, the'li^niningceased at 11. 

27. Overcast till 8 A.M.; the rcmaindci'of the day nearly as the pre¬ 
ceding—some electric discharges to the eastward between 8 and 10 P.M.; 
the night cloudy at iuiei vnls. During the last seven days the leafing has 
increased much, and the blossom of the early fruits sprer.d astunisiu 
iugly. 

28. A.M. sunshine, with cirfocumulus and cumuli : a solar halo from 
^2 till 1 P.M., formed on a longitudinal bed of tliick citrus: a clear sky 
^e reipaiudcr of the flay and night. 
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29. A*||cwy morning, and a perfect blue sky till noon: P.M. cirrus 
from the E.S.fl. which received a red tint both in the eastern and western 
parts of the sky after sunset. 

SO. The sky shrouded with dense cirroslj'atus till 8 A.M., followed by 
steady rain all day and part of the night. 

Mait 1. A.M. sunshine, and an inosculation of cumulus and cirrosh'atuSf 
and a bi-isk wind : a transparent atmosphere after S P.M. 

2* A.M. light showers, close, and calm, and sunshine at intervals : in 
the afternoon cumulus, cirrocumulus, and cirri, the latter clouds were 
coloured in their descent after sunset, white lar^e piles of cumulus evapo¬ 
rated. , • 

5. A.M. the sky oi'crcast with attepuated aVros^rctur; P.M. cirri down 
to nimbus, and showers^of rain. 

4. A thick fog from 4 till 9 A.M. a fine day with the liglrt modifica¬ 
tions of clouds, and cloudy through the niglit. 

6. liitin till 8 A.M. tvhich preieuted our seeing the solar eclipse: a 
sunny calm day, with the modifications of clouds from niuibi to cirtusi the 
night as ilie preceding. 

6. As the preceding, except the rain—heavy cumulosh'i!luS\iWAy\iii\. 

7- As the preceding till sunset, then ttirbid clou.ls from the south, fol¬ 
lowed hy nimbi, with gentle rain till midnight and light airs, the Ijaroincter 
at the same time rising. 

8. A.M. sunshine and clouds: at 1 P.M. u few dVops of rain, after 
which the sky became overcast, except a snuill clear s^ace to the west, in 
which the planets Mercury and Venus were seen*following the sun in gteut 
splendour. * 

9* At ten minutes past 6 A M. au inverted solar bow, with iVinl ptis- 
inauc colours in an azure space about 20° east of ibe zenith, the sui/s 
altitude being 19° ; tliere were cirrocumiili in ihe vicinity ol the sun, and 
a species of the cirrostratus passing northward between llie plicnumciion, 
and low liaze at the time—appearance only two minutes: a line suiiiiy day 
with a brisk wind, whieli increased to a strong bj-eeze: at 9 P.M. a small 
meteor to the eastward descended through a space of about ]U° in a S.l'. 
direction: the night alternately clear and cloudy. 

10. As tlic preceding, except the wind, which was more gentle,: after 
sunset many chaflers flew out for the first time this year from ilicir ictreat: 
at 9 P.M. a coloured lunar corona lurmed on passing lirrocumulus. 

11* Suiisiiine, and a succession of cirrus, cumilli, and other inodifica- 
tions of clouds till 4 P.M., wlm^nmibi spiaug up from the S.8.£., accom¬ 
panied with liglit and refrci^iiing rani ilirongb the night. 

12. A sunny day, with a itiudcrute breeze from the west : there were 
some drops of ruin at mid-day from a cumulostratus cloud; nrrt and haze, 
very red to the westward after sunset, when lofty cumuli displayed a gra¬ 
dation tints: the illumyiated part of the moon’s disc very white till 
midnigiit, wheo tbe lower air became hazy. 
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13. lUiiii uiid wiiiri tifl 10 A.M., afterwards sunsKine between a quick 
succession of rwr»u/tt« duuds; a mixieiaie ^ale tu S.W, through tiie day 
mid night, wiiich lias stripped oft’ inniiy of tiie fruit iilossoiiis. 

14. A heavy shower of bail at 3 A.M., aiul a stormy morning: P.M. 
fine, wkli cirrositalus and Miy'eumul-oslratm. 

1The wind shifted this muniing to between the W. and N. points, 
where it has nor been ttiesc '20 davspast: a sunny day, with nuMuliafnitut, 
fin us ill plumes, and in horizontal stria, and i inviuiiiuliis in (iglit flocks 
and ill large beds at suilset : at 9, a ineteoi to (he we^twind descended in 
a S.W. direction, and Jispcrsetl before it ranie tu the ground like a sky 
rocket just after its explosion: a moonlight night. 

16. A thick fog from 3 till 7 A.M.—at 10 llic concrete vapour dis¬ 
persed, and tlie icrmiindcr ot (he'day ivs.s tine, vviin pitnnose, linear^; and 
thick globular cirrus : u solar lialo fiuiii 12 till 1, luilowed by opposite cur¬ 
rents of wind: overcast after sUnset. 

17* Nimhi from tbeN.N'.W. floating in an overcast sky ail day and 
night, and light ram at intervaK the 13 irometcr at liie same time rising. 

18. A sumincr-liLc day, with pliitnose lirri, enlocumiili, and mm lit 
in an azure sky: a drying breize in the afternoon trom ihc N'.K. (>SVe the 
state of ilie Uygrometer at 2 F.M.); and a clear moonliglit nigiit. 

19. A stiff breeze from the same quarter as ii>at of yesieiday, and 
cirrotumulu\ ako\e lii rostral us, and inicrvals ol sunshine: the night as 
(he preceding. 

20. \Vin(l fts yesterday: At 8 A.M. a bmati thin hiiiul of cirrus in a 
blue skv, its extremities teriuinating (u aiipearaoce in ilie K. and W. points 
ot the horizon; the height of this cloud from tiic surfare of tlie e.nili is 
ralculated at nvles, and its leiigili, p< riiaps, is nut less than 6U ijiile.s ; a 
hue day with nrri ; and tiie night as the picccding. 

0 

piiRATA.—In tlic mer'iKin of lltc 'riicrnioiiiftvr, lasri'alilr, page 3S9, April 7lh, 
fer 56° read 51°: and luriiulicsi. page old, line oK, lead liulist. 


Ipiomotione anti 3ppoiiument0. 

Admirals, Captains, &c. appointed. 

Sir Pultney JVJaJcolm, K.C.B. late comrnnnder-in-chicf at the Cape of 
Good Hope, and Sc. Helena, is said to be appointed coiutnander-io-chief 
at Leith, vice Sir Wiiliain Johnstone Hope. 

Admiral Sir George Campbell, K.C.I3. hoisted his flag on heard the 
Queen Ciiariotte, ns cominander-in chid of his Majesty’s ships and vessels 
at Fortsmoulli, on 31st May. 

Vice-admiral Sir Richard G. Keats, G.C.R. is appointed major-general of 
the Royal Marine Forces, vice Sir Qcorge Hope, deceased. 

Captain RAinsden, to the Scout; lion. G. F. Campbell, to the Race¬ 
horse. , * , ” 

Sir Jnsias Rowley, K.C.B. is said to he appointed to succeed Sir Benja¬ 
min Uallowell, as coinmander-iii-chlef at Cork!' 

lion. Captain Henry Duncan, to the Lilly ; Sir George Collier, K.C B. 

‘*10 the Creole, and to cuimuaiid as cumiiiodore on the coast of Africa, nre 
Sir James Yeu. 

Sir Charles Hamilton, Bart, coinmander-in-c^iief, and governor of New¬ 
foundland, hoists Ins flag fur that station uii board the Ister frigate, Cap¬ 
tain Forrest. 
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• ‘, < Lieutenants, &.c. appointed. 

Lieutenant I. Price, of the Alj;erine cutter, is appointed to coiatnand 
the Harpy cutter, on the Plymouth station. 

Lieutenants J. L. Geckford, H. M. VVitiiams, to tiie Queen Charlotte ; 
Thomas B. Brigstocke, to the said ship, and* to be <la»-lieutenant Sir 
George Campbell, coininniider-in-chief at Portsinoutli; D. VValch, to the 
Vengeiir t George Allen, and llicliurd Morgan, to the Queen Charlotte ; 
G. C. Blake, to be 1st lieutenant of the Queen Charlotte; J. Hutchinson, 
to the Vengeur; M. J. Curry, to the Uncehorse; Jdiiathan Faulknor,* sun 
of the late Admiral J. Faulknor, to tlio flacehorse ; William King, of the 
Sybille, to be iiciitenaiit of the Rifleiuun, oj|i tlie Jamaica stutiuu; 
J. VVemyss, of the Sybille, to be lieutenant of the Pelican. 

Surgeofts sippoiiiied. 

W. J. P. O’Berne, to be surgeon o(* the Queen Charlotte. 

Mr. Aiidievv Sniiili, ku be surgeon and superintendaut of the Lord Mel* 
ville, couvict ship. 


John Robert Clover, Esq. is appointed secretary to Sir G. Campbell, 

K* C. B. 

Reverend G. Brig<!tr)kc, to be diapiain of the Queen Charlotte. 

Mr. Willi.iin Sidney, to be master of the Rosario. * * 

• ' « -S- 

DEATHS. 

Lately, at Plymomh, Mrs. Goper, wife of Adiniiul feogcr, 

L.itrlr, ui PiV'“oiuli, Captain N. Hunt. • ^ 

J.aicly, at St. .ioMt ll, Cui'iiuull, Captain Laiiyon, R.^. aged 73 ycara. 
CoiniiiiAiiou daft, 1 iriliMaich, 1811. * 

Larely, at Poitsnioiith, aged 85 years, Mr. Robert Gcazley, near 4(1* 
years chief clerk in llic Coinmi>sioiicrs Oirice of the Dock-yard ut that 
port. 

On 29th Oct. Mr. William litctor, surgeon H.N-agod years; was 
drowiuil by the ship .Autuoin, of Domlee, being wrecked on the coast of 
Ireland, vvhon all on hoard her pci ishf'd. 

On ‘iUtli March, ai Havant, at the house ol her son, Mrs. Gullcn, aged 
8.>, relict of .folio Uiillen. Riq. late of Weymouth, Dorset, and mother of 
Captain Charlts Ihillcn, li.N. C.B. * 

On the .301 h March, nged Go, Mrs. M. Culnett, sister of Caprain 
Cohictt, R.N. 

Oiv7tli April, at Cliidie.ster, Alex.-mder A. Wiliiiot, 2d son of Captain 
Schomherg, R.N. aged U.years. 

On 9th April, Cnptaiii J. M'Ceorge, R.N.—Coiiimission dated I9ih 
December,* 1809. • 

On 9ih April, Lientenaftt Ebenezer Wiiiton, U?N. in consequence of a 
fall from his liorse. Coiuiuissiuii dated’tith May, 1809. 

On lOlh zjipnl, at Gosport? Miss Holies, sister of Captain R. P. Holies, 
R.N. 

On 18th April, at his father’s house, Plymouth Dock, Mr,Stephen John 
Dadd, surjjeon R.N. aged S'l years :—Date of warrant, Marcli 3d, 1810. - 

On 19th April, at Westboprn, Ann Sophia, 4tb daughter of Mr. James 
Monneber, late purser of the Liverpool, was burnt to death by her clothes 
catching fire. 
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On 21st April, at Bombay LoH^e, Kent, the residence of Stewart 
Erskinc, Esq. Cupiaiii Peter RoUand, of the Honourable Ewst'Iodia Coin- . 
paoy’s service. 

On 23cl April, at T<»pshain, Captain Robert Qprter, R.N, father of 
Mr. diaries Carter, snrsrcoii *<)f the nritoinart, and J. Carter, lilsq. secre* 
tary to Rear admiral John Harvey, cum(uander>in-chief on the Leeward 
Island station. 

May 2, at his hniise in the Aflmiralty, in the 5Sd vear of his ace, Rear- 
.admirnl Sir Georifp Ht)pp, KC.l? Major-general of Marines, and late one 
of ihe f-ordsof the ^Admiralty. Sir Georce Cockhurn had succeeded him 
as one of the Lords of tijc Admiralty ; and Sir Rieliard Keats hus been 
appointed Major-general of Mutincs. It it understood Sir George was rio- 
iiiinated to the command at Ltith.—On Saturday, May 9th, the rni^ii\s 
of this gallant iidiiiiral weic* removed from his late residence in tlie Amui- 
ralty, foi iniermtiit in VVcstiTNiister Abbey. The L»>rds of the Admiralty, 
as a mark of their esteem for ilieir late colleague, followed, and also many 
admirals and captains, and otiier othcers, who had served with and under 
the orders of this meritorious commander. Nearly the whole of his life 
had been devoted to the service of his country ; and it may be almost said 
that he died in its service, ns lie had only quitted the Board of Admiralty 
about six weeks. He/egularly passed tlirough the gradations of .cerrice, 
from the rank of iiiidshipitian, and was promoted to that of commander in • 
the Uacelior<Hi sloop of war; lie served in sonic other small ships, and in 
September. 1793, was ported, suyces'>ivelvp cominandiiii' the Leda and 
Thetis frigates, Theseus and Defence liiu'-of-ballie .ships. In the latter, he 
was at the close of the memorable\irtorv achieved off Trafalgar, by the 
immortal Nelson. ' He also served as captain of the fleet under Admiral Sir 
James SHumarcii in tlie Baltic, and was made rear-adinir.il of the blue 
squadron, August, 1811, at tlie promotioii which then look place. On the 
appointmeiit tif .Viscount Melville, as First Lord of the Adiiilralty, Sir 
George Hope became a'memberof tiiat Board, which he soon after rclin- 
"qiiisheri, and assumed the command of the vqimdron in the- Baltic. 'I’liis 
station he In Id oiil\ for a short period, when he was again notninateii to 
the Board of Admiialty, anri became the confideniial advisei of the ]‘'ii.-<t 
Lord, which snuation he tilled with great ability and zeal, (iromofiug by 
every means the comfort of the oflicers and seamen of his Majesty’s ships. 

Sir George Hope was related to the Melville and Hopeiown families, 
and was brother to that excellent otiicer, the late Comniijsioiirr Charles 
Hope, who seried as dcpuiv-cniiipnoiler of the iiavv, and commissioner of 
the dock yard, Chatham. He h.id been twice married, tlie last time to 
the Hon. Miss Kiimaird, si‘'ier to Lord KinnairH, and had issue bv both 
inaniaacs. A lew years Sinte, in coiijnurtioii with his relation. Adniiial 
Sir J. W. Hope, he added the name ul'.Toliiistoiic to Ins i‘.iiiiilv name, but 
liairrcccnily omitted it. Sir George Hope was about lifiy-tliree years of 
age, stout and inu'-cnlar in liis person hut latterly was so reduced m 
strength as to he iinnl.le to move'wiilioiit assistance. His maivicrs were of 
the tine sCwmim-like appearance, and the frankness, w-hich is so peculiarly 
the charnClcrisiic of those gallant defciificrs of'our romiiiy, was comhined 
with the inamuTs of the perfect geiiiienmu.—Sir George tvas M'.i-*. for 
East Gi instead. * 

On 17iii May, in tlie 85th year of his age, John Mndgshon, Esq. late 
master attendant of lus Majesty's dock-yard at Cliatbam. 

On 17th May, in the 16th year of her age, Amelia, second daughter of 
John Meredith, Esq. of the Victualling Department ut Portsmouth. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOm 


OF TIlS LATE 

CAPTAIN BETTESWORTH, R.N. 


-When we fight to save oubcoiintry. 

We fight the cause of Heaven. The man that fallsi 
^ Falls hallowed ; falls a ifictim for the gods; 

For Ihetii, and for their altacs, ^ 

, Mabok. 

r jnWEIlE is perhaps no department of Science, or Literature— 
JL no branch of the Belle-Letlrcs—no labour of the Annalist, 
more interesting to ourselrcs, or more beneficially instructive to 
postejity, than the delineation of the lives and trausartions of per- 
sons4listingui^ed by thek' talents, virtue, heroic valour, or emi¬ 
nent .success in their pursuits, whether in the Camp, the Senate, 
thereat of Justice, or on the mighty Deep. In relating their 
actions, the Seaman and the Soldier arc animated, the Statesman 
is enlightened, and the Citizen interested an^ informed. In read¬ 
ing the immortal pages of the amiable Plutarch, our energies aro» 
awakened by examples of the most heroic valour, by the noblest 
instances of self-control, magnanimity, patriotism, and piety— 
and however short ma^ have been the hero’s career, his example is 
not without it.s effect. 

The writer of this brief recital of Captain Bcttcsworlh’s gallant 
exploits, is not unconscious of the difficulty of doing full justice 
to his merits, without danger of falling into the too common error 
of unqualified panegyric ; he ncvcrthele.ss indulges the hope,, that 
it will not be peruscd'without appearing to those who knew him to 
transmit some portion of his exccllc’nt qualifications as a naval offi¬ 
cer, and of his estimabk' qualities as a man j*to enter farther into 
the latter than to name them, however ])lcasing would be the (ask, 
is not intended—they arc indelibly registered in the hearts of all 
who were acquainted with him-—his talents as an officer arc best 
attested by his actions, so far as wc arc enabled to detail them,— 
the actions of his dawnibg manhood, and which led him to an 

Cijron. Vol. XXXIX. a i , 
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early, but highly libnourablc deadi, flushed with thc'hopes and 
expectations pf cilterprising youth, and with all the* characteristic 
enthusiasm of one aspiring to fame in the ser^e of his country. 

Of the early stages of 'Captain Bettesworth’s professional life, 
we Tery much regret the deficiency of our information. He was, 
we beliere, the son of a clergyman in the North of England, and 
• was born in the year 1781. His inclination to a naval life evinced 
itself so decidedly, as to induce his father to consent to his entering 
the nary at the age of thirteen, but with the name of the ship we are 
unacquainted. We have reason to 'think that he subsequently served 
in the Venerable, with Captain, afterwards Sir Samuel Hood,* and 
that he w'as with him at Algesiras and in the Straits in 1801, when 
that ship performed such excellent service, under the orders of Sir 
James Saumarez. + 

The squadron under the command of Sir James was ordered to 
blockade Cadiz, and on its arrival otT that place, it was joined by 
the Venerable, and the blockade commenced on the 1st of July. 
On the 5Ih, intelligence was brought that a Erench squadron, 
consisting of three sail of the line and a frigate, had anchored olf 
Algesiras, ha7ing in vain attempted to push (lirongh the Straits. 
On the afternoon of the same day, the admiral sailed with the 
squadron, and the next morning came in sight of the French 
ships, and advanced to the attack. The Venerable led (he line, and 
sustained the fire of the ships and batteries until she had reached 
her station. The action lasted five hours, during which period 
the Venerable was actively and ardently engaged, and so far as 
disabling the enemy’s ships, the purpose of the attack was 
answered; but the French admiral, Liiiois, having waiped the 
ships aground, the capture of them was prevented. Thenckiion- 
ledgcd loss of the enemy was, however, 1,000 men in their ships, 
including two of their captains, besides 60p who full at the batlc. 
ries, and eight gun-boats and other armed vessels sunk. 

Mr. Bettesworth’s next stage of service seems to have been in 
the West Indies, on board thO Centaur, 74 guns, as master’s 
mate, in the following year, which ship then bore the broad pen. 
dant of Commodore Hood, and was commanded first by Captain 


* Tide p«rtrait and nirmuir of Sir Samuel Hood, vol, xvii, fi. 1, 
t For portrait and memoir of the gallant aduntal, tide vol. vi. p. B5. 
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I/iMIchalciSj a good and worthy officer, and afterwards by Captain 
(now Sir) Mbrray Maxwell, an officer of dii»ti||goished merit and 
abilities, and her |^arter*dcck was at that time crowded with 
young men of the highest promise, many of whom hare sinceanost 
eminently distinguished themselves, and nojt a few have fallen, 
gloriously, in the defence of their country, or as victims to the 
VV^cst India climate. • 

In 1803, afteyashort cessation, war was again declared, and 
the gallant commodore lost not a moment in attacking the posses- 
sioi|s of the enemy, within Iiis'reach! St. Lncia, Tobago, Suri- 
nam, and Dcmarara, were soon atided»to the British dominions ; 
Martinique was blockaded, and the Diamond rock fortified and 
garrisoned, from the Centaur ; which ship then achieved more 
than perhaps any British man of war ever did before—this is say> 
ing much, but we bdiuve not more than truth. 

These oiterations deservedly led to much promotion, and also 
to considerable prize-money, and Mr. Bettesworth, ever an object 
of notice, and alwaj's hi^ in Sir Sanfucl Hood’s good opinion, 
was made lieutenant, and allowed to remain in the Centaur ; nor 
was it long before an opportunity was atTorded him pf proving how 
worthily he could fill his stu'tiou. The boats of this ship hatl 
been often engaged in destroying batter ieS, and capturing and 
cutting out privateers, when cruising off Martinique, in whicU*^ 
services he bore his part; a more arduous object now presented 
itself in the Curicnx corvette, which vessel had left the anchorage 
under Fort Edward, where to take her was impossible, and 
corning to anchor further out, had made such preparations as the 
French thought would completely frustrate any attempt that 
mlglit be made upon her. The particulars of this daring enterprise, 
so honourable to the officers and men of the Centaur, are worthy 
of detail. 

Just before the war recommenced, this vessel had been sent 
with despatches from the Captain-general of^Martinlqu^ to Com¬ 
modore Hood, who was cruistHg to windward of the island, and 
she sailed some time in cofhpany with the Centaur, whose lieute¬ 
nants then seemed to cast a longing eije towards her, and wished 
for nothing more, than an opportunity of trying their strength 
with her, alllioiigh allow to be the best manned and disciplined 
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sloop in the French l^avy. The lot tell on Lieutenant C. Rey¬ 
nolds to bead the ‘ftiterprise, and it could not hare fallen on'a more 
gallant officer, as he by a fortunate dhance first wolnnteered it with 
Lieutenant Bettesworth- and Mr. Tracey, and thereby secured the 
preference, when all were eager to go ; the event shewed how 
well they deserved the confidence thus placed in them by the 
‘commodore. Lieutenant Reynolds was the first man who got on 
board the Curieux, a^d was followed by a brave seaman named 
Richard Tern pieman. The enemy had their boarding nettings so 
high, that there was no possibility of getting in, excepting over 
the stern ; fortunately the'rope-ladder was there, with two boats 
made fast to it ; but on the tatferel were two wall pieces, primed 
and loaded with musket balls, and six swivels pointed in the same 
direction. They hailed at a great distance, for the moon was just 
peeping over the clouds, and the alarm was ihstantiy given. The 
sentries fijred their pieces, as well as the guns, at the boats when 
approaching; which only increajcd the ardour of'the assailants, 
although fagged with a puli of nearly 20 miles. When they got 
wp alongside, allthe Frenchmen ivore on deck, armed with pikes, 
^nd headed by'their officers ; the Centaur’s men had only cutlasses, 
except thetwclre marines, who had their full share of merit, for by 
-their cool and well-directed fire in approaching the vessel, (hey much 
facilitated the boarding, which W'as etFected by the crew of the barge 
up the rope-ladder; and Lieutenant Reynolds, in getting up, with 
a presence of mind which will be ever creditable to him, cut one of 
the tricing lines of the netting with his sword, by which the cor. 
ncr of it fell, and enabled those in the other three boats on the 
quarter to get up more easily. The French officers were the first 
to receive the boarders, and being armed with small swords, be¬ 
haved with a bravery that did them honour ; they were soon dis¬ 
abled, and most of them thrown down -the hatchway; some, 
however,, retreated to the forecastle, where there was a-formidable 
line of pikes; but 'Yiotwilhsfanding tlierc superiority in numbers 
and weapons, they soon followed their companions down the 
hatchways, or were thrown overboard, and the Tcssel, com- 
pletdy captured, was shortly afterwards under weigh, and brought 
alongside the Centaur. Lieutenant Reynolds received five wounds 
|n this desperate couilict, and Mr. Bgtfesworth was also wounded, 
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as were Iijficwiie several of tlie men^ but noife were killed on our 
side. " ' • 

Commodore IJopd, in his despatch relative to this affairj made 
honourable mention of these gallant officers * 

Centaur, Diamond Rock, off"Martinique, 
SIR, February 6, 1804. 

T have the satisfaction to acquaint you, for the information of the £or(ls 
Commissioners (\f the Admiralty, of the capture of tlie Curieux Frenrii 
corvette, early in the morning of the 4th instant, of 16 long French six- 
pounders, and had on board upwards of one Iiundred men when attacked 
by four boats ofttie Centaur, contaiiiM g si^ty seamen and twelve marines, 
under the command «f Lieutenant Robert Carthew Reynolds; she vias 
lying close under Fort F^dward, at the entrance (»f the Careetiage, Fort 
Royal Harbour, Martinique : he boarded on the quarters in a most gallant 
manner, and was well aided by Lieutenant Bettesworth, and Mr.Tracey, 
my secretaiy, with the other officers and men; the eniniy made a warm 
resistance at the lirst onset, but the spirited and superi^ A'alour of this 
brave olHccr aqd his supporters drovg them forward, where n second stand 
was made, which w'as carried with equal 'gallantry: her captain, Cordier, 
leaped overboard, after receiving two sabre woundj, and saved himsclt, 
with some of the men, in a boat that lay under her bows,^and got on shore ; 
only one French officer escaped being either killed or wounded, andjie 
was below. Fortunately this brilliant service was perfod-med with only the 
enclosed list of wounded in the boats. I am sorry to add, Lieutenaut 
Reynolds i'of the number, severely, with five wounds; also Lieutenant 
licttcswurlh and Air. Tracy, tlioucb not badly. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



List of Wounded in the Ccntaur\ Boats. 

Three officers and six seamen, one of whom is since dead. 

, Jii the Curieux. 

Forty killed and wounded. ^ 

• • • • * 

Mr. Reynolds was inyncdiately made fommandor into the pri/.e, 
which continued to be the envy and admiration of Ihe officci.s and 
men on the station ; but unfortutfately he soon afterward* died of 
a fever,* Ihe, effect of his severe wounds, and was greatly regretted 
by his brother officers, and the crews. 
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'J'o this gentleman 'Mr. Bettesworth succeeded in^ (he I'ommand 
of the prize, whom the commodore justly considered* as ncit best 
entitled to this honourable commaid. lie nas at the time of 
attaiiKiig this rank, years old ; and thus, in (he short space of 
eight years from his first entering the service as a boy, he had, 
Solely by his merit, rose to the honourable post of commander. 

In this ship Captiin Bettesworth rendered very important ser¬ 
vices, She was & vessel admirably formed for crubing; and 
when the combined fleets appeared in (hose seas, it will be recol¬ 
lected, Captain Bettesworth'was despatched by Lord Nelson,* 
and his admirable management, in tracing their route, as t^reseen 
by his Lordship, and preceding their arrival in Europe, were 
justly appretiated by the Admiralty, and he received from Lord 
Barham, then first lord, post rank, and an appointment to 
20-gua ship, from which he was soon after, in 1807, removed to 
the. Tartar frigate, of 32 guns, to he employed in the North Seas 
and Baltic ; an ajtpointmcnt wcl|, suited to his ardeiit (li.xpusilion, 
and unwearied pursuit of glory. But, alas! we now approach 
the close of his gallant career, for in the month of May, 1808, he 
fell, in action w ith some Danish gun-boats, ofi’ Bergen. 

His conduct and death, with the particulars of the action, arc 

thus related in a letter‘from an ofliceron board:— 

•» 

“ We sailed from Ixjitli to cruisu oft' Norlli Bergen, and to intercept a 
frigate said to be on the coast. On reaching it, we were told the frigate 
had sailed for the East Indies, with three or four ships; the pilots, how¬ 
ever, took us through a most intricate navigation, within sin indcs of the 
town, but refused to take the ship farther. It being the captain’s inten¬ 
tion to reach the town with the frigate, and bring off the shipping, among 
w'hich were five privateers, we anchored in the Straits, with springs on our 
^cables, and in the evening the boats, with Captain Bettesworth, the first 
and thjrd lieutenants, and master, went up to the town, and would have 
cut out .m East Indiaraan lying under the battery, had nut the guard-boat 
fired on the launch, who returned it; and allliough their fire difaliled the 
enemy, it afso alarmed ^lie town and ships; the consequence wa*, the 
bugles soUnded, and the batteries were, instantly manned, and as we found 
them chained, wc returned to the frigate, leuving Lieutenant 8)kis with 
the launch to watch the enemy. Wc immediately pot the ship uiul£r 

* In vol. ill. oi N.C. p. 167, is an cxceilent portrait of Ins Lordslnp, arcoin- 
pnniEil with a very intcrvsiiiig nicnicir of his public services to the ear 1798; 
and in vol. xiv. p. 386, xy, p.3?, arc some Addenda, iiicluduig Ins last great 
victory and death. 



THE I^AtI captain BETTESWORTII, R.N. 431 

weigh, hut froiri the lightness of the winds, and intricacy of the passage, 
could not get Hear .Bergen ; and in this narrow passage, surroundeo with 
rocks, and without a breath of wind, we acre attacked by a schooner and 
five gun>boats, who were within half-gun shot, lying behind a rockj^ point, 
each mounting two 34-pounders, and manned with troops. They kept up 
a well-directed fire, hulling us in ten or eleven places, and cutting to pieces 
our rigging and sails. One of their first shots, alas, too fatally directed, 
killed uur gallant captain ! iit the act of pointing a gtin. Although the furc;^ 
opposed to us wijs small, yet when it is knuwn^rhntVe were drifiing end 
on toward the enemy, no wind, and in a narrow passage full of rucks, 
with no anchorage, under heightsInaniidU with troops, with no guns that 
could bear on the enemy, and with aaiewlyraised crew, it must be con¬ 
fessed our .situation was, after the loss of our brave commander, one of no 
common clidiculiy, and from which notiniig but the exertions of iJeiitemint 
Ciiigcr, ibeii comiininding, and llie other ofiicers and men, could lr.ne 
relieved us. By these, however, we at length brought our broadside to 
bear, and getting a light air of wind, soon compelled them to bear up ior 
Bcrgen, after sinking one gun-boat, and shattering others.* ^I'tcr passing 
a most dillirutt, navigation, often hoqpiing the ship with spars, wc rencli'’d 
the open sea. Onr loss was. Captain Bettesworih, and Mr. Fitzinigli. a 
fine youth, kille d ; and several men wounded. In ciur commander, the 
service has lost a most valuable olhccr, fitti d, had he survived, to undci- 
t.ikc and perform the must difiiCult and dangerous enterprises—aiilioifgli 
the frigate had iieen very recently commissioned, he *had attached (he 
whole crew to ]iiin,-olliccrs and men, by the must kind and excinplai^ 
conduct." 

Such was the fall of this excellent officer, who lived beloved by 
officers and men, and died universally regretted by all to whom he 
was known. Here is another instance ro prove, that a haughty 
and tyraiiuicai behaviour i.s not requisite, to make a crew more 
brave, more zealous, or more attached to their duty. 

Captain Bettesvs orth had been recently married to Lady Hannah 
Grey, sister to Karl Grey. He was only in the 2Sd ycar'of liis 
age when he died, and had received 24 wounds before the fat.il 
shot, wlfich so unfortHnatcly terminated his honourable career. 

In closing this memoir, wt^vQiUnrc to say, that no officer of bis 
standing in the service h§d excelled him In all that constitutes the 
rharacter of a first-rato British naval commander. He was ardent 
and brave—yet kind, humane, and affeefionafe—the qualities of 
bis heai!t will endear the recollection of him to his friends ami 
family ; and the active, \hough short, career of his public services, 
entitle him to the admiration and gratitude of his country. 
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NAUTICAL ANECDOTES AND SELECTIONS. 


nSHEniES—PRAferiCES AT EflXINGSCATE, &C. 

T he eiicouraf'ement of tlic British fisheries, ns it would tend to pro* 
duce invalunhle dHvantngcs to the country at large, deserves particular 
Ifonsideration. It is, proposed, inier alia, that several markets should be 
established, and that the Exclusive privilege should no longer be ^iitfincd 
to Billingsgate, where they have now a charter, which, in the greatest and 
most populous city in the world, restricts the sale of an essential article of 
life to a Small and inconveuiait iidirkct; and has exclusively placed the 
monopoly of fish in the liatids of a few interested g<ilestiien. The evil's of 
this monopoly are greatly enhanced hy the tricks and abuses which are 
contrived by the fisheriueii, the salesmen, and the fishmongers, who, in 
the present state of things, are all more interested in creating a scarcity, 
than in tlie dilTusion of plenty. It is mure advantageous to sell a turbot at 
three guineas, and a lobster for its sauce at twelve shillings, than, by send¬ 
ing three tiines the quantity to market, to reduce the prices to a sixth of 
wliaC they actually are. Great care "is therefore taken thal the market be 
precisely fed to the profitable point, but never overstocked. To clFect this 
they have a depub>of well-boats and store-boats, ready stocked, about 
Gravesend. In,these boats, a supply of cod, tui hot, and lobsters, is kept 
during the season, from whence the proper quantity is daily measured out 
for titc Billingsgate marltet. In the height of the season, those tiiat get 
«*<ickly are thrown overboard ; but, towards the end, when keeping up cho 
price is no longer an object, thousands of sickly and emaciated cod and 
lobsters are thrown into the market. Not long since, n Russian frigate r.in 
down one of these lobster vessels, and set 15,000 adrift in the Thame''. 
A species of cruelty is resorted to, in order to prevent lobsters, so pounded 
up, from tearing one another to pieces—ttie great claw is rendered piiiii- 
lytic by driving a wooden peg into the lower joint. 

All attempts bare hibherto failed to break this iniquitous coinbinati'iii. 
Certain fishmongers, encouraged by several noblemen nnd gentlcni'-n, 
agreed to serve out fish at reduced prices, by having it brought from the 
coast in land carriage. Tiic Billingsgate salesmen took the .alarm, ra-sed 
a subscription of several tiuiusand pounds, andu bribed the servantu and 
housekeepers of the encouragers o*" land carri.age fiih, to put the very worst 
fish they cCiild get on their master's table; fruin which it soon obtained a 
bad chacacter—the new fishmongers v^orc ruined, and the old ones con¬ 
trived to add to their monopoly all the fish brought to market by land as 
well as by water-carriage. 

The late Admiral llodney dining at Carlton-house, congratulated the 
Prince Regent, on seeing a plate of what be thought British-cured her¬ 
rings on the table, adding, that if bis Royal Highness's example was fol¬ 
lowed by the upper ranks only, it would be the means of adding 20,(X)0 
hardy scaibcn to the navy. The Prince ubservet^ that he hud paid hiin un 
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Mnmeritpd'Cumpliinent, tlie herrings not haring been cured by Britisb 
hands—bu4 cwntiixued his Iloyal Highness, “ hencefurward I shall order a 
plate of Rritish'cored herrings to be purchased, to appear as a standing 
dish at this table ; wc shall call it a Kodiiey, and under that designation, 
what true patriot will not follow my eiiainple?,” • 

The fecundity of certain hsh, the profit of which we slothfully resign to 
foreigners, is incredible. The spawn of each female herring comprehends 
from SO to 40,000 eggs, each female mackerel deposits at least lialf a mil>^ 
lion of eggs; and the best possible authority assigns to the female cod,* 
from thi^ee to four millions of eggs. • 

‘ HANGEROUS state of CETEOtt. 

Tbs present state of the island of Ceylon is likely to claim a considerable 
portion of the public altention : the irregularities and causes of discontent 
subaisliiig there, relate equally to our military establishment and to our 
commercial interests. 

By the treaty which took place at the period of the conquest of Candy, 
between our army and the chiefs of the kingdom, it was stipulated that, 
on the deposition of the king of that island, the internal government should 
he conducted through the medium of the chief nobility or arfstdcracy, and 
that no interferbnee with its jiomesticfpoliqy should be allowed on the part 
of the British army. This article of the treaty is said to have been lately 
infringerl ; and the consequence has been, that the Candian chiefs hare 
become avowedly hostile to us, and have brought over tl^ people at large 
to their sentiments, who had proceeded so far as to put to death not only 
some of our officers, but even some of the civil gresidcitts who had fallen 
into their hands ; and it appeared not improbable that the British woulcV 
shortly he excluded, as formerly, fiom all communication with the interior. 
Tills part of the mischief is ascribed to the conduct of the military 
establishment on the island.—^Tlic occasion of complaint on the part of the 
commercial residents has arisen from causes of a ddfcreiit nature: it bad 
been the custom, till a late period, for the commercial transactions of the 
island t.> pass through the hands, and be subject entirely to the control, of 
the civil resident government: it was found that tlu; general interest of our 
commerce was suffiering by this mode of inauagetuciit; and a pruclamution 
was accordingly issued, declaring tliat the plan would be discontinued, aud 
inviting persons from this country to settle in the island, and declaring that 
uncontrolled liberty of tfade was intended, to be established. Many-per¬ 
sons, on die strength of these assuraijccs, proceeded to Ceylon, and 
opened commercial houses on a scale of great magnitude : they* had, how¬ 
ever, ill a short time, the ftiortificatiqu^ to discovel- that the civi^govcrn- 
meiit still continued to carry on its mercantile fiinctioiis, and that a suc¬ 
cessful contest with so formidable a rival was utterly hopeless. These per¬ 
sons remained therefore with disappointed expectations and shattered for¬ 
tunes, greatly disconteiitcd, and complaining of the breach of that faith on 
the strcngtii of which they had acted. These causes of discontent and dan¬ 
ger to so valuable a part uf obr India possessions were hitherto but impeic^ 

3 K 


citron. Vol. XXXIX, 
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ijectly known; if our iiiielligcoce is well found^ they appei^^ as above 
stated, to call most imperiously for investigation^ before the *evil that is 
Ukely to follow becomes too great to be remedied* 

Loatk COCHRANES VESSEt. 

This vessel, of hopeful enterprise, lies in the dry part of the Commer^l 
Dock, near Rotherhite. She is uf about 200 tons burthen; although she 
has three masts, with pomplete poincre riggiug, she has also a steam appa* 
Vhtus ; so that his Lordship is prepared to tn..ke his own impetus when the 
winds deny it, or when h^ and they do not agree. She is called 2^< AWM 
Pokf and the name is inscribed on her sterlr« where also the congelation 
of the Bear is painted, the North Star being on the Bear’s tail. A Bear is 
her figure head. From these^ circumstances it has been supposed, that 
Lord Cochrane intends to aim at the parliameDtary,.reward of twenty "tilbu- 
sand pounds for the first navigator who passes the Nortii Foie. But his 
JiOrdsliip has a little tendency to stratagem. The naval success, by which 
he was first distinguished, was by bis rendering a cutter so like one of the 
trading vessels of the Mediterranean, that he was alongside of a large Spa' 
nish zebeck, while the crew were below deck, without the slightest ezpeC' 
tation of hqstUity. His present vessel will never approach the North Sea ; 
for she has not been doubled. there is so much in. her ornaments 

relative to the North Pole, we have not heard, nor what is her real destina¬ 
tion. She is pierced for ten guns, and lias eight mounted. 

I ALGEKtNE StAVCS. 

•I ... 

The following, description of the treatment of Algerine Slaves, is 
extracted from Panati’s ** Algiers,” a work pnhlished not long since, the 
intelligent author of which unhappily fell into the hands of some of the 
unprincipled pirates of that country 

" No sooner is any one declared a slave, than he is instantly stripped of 
his clothes, and covered with a species of sackcloth; he is also genen^iij 
left without shoes or stockings, and often obliged to work Iwrchcqded in 
the scorching rays of an African sun. Many sufilr their beard to grow, ns 
A sign of mourning and*desolatiou ; while their general state of health h 
nut to be conceived. Some of these wretched beings are destined to make 
ropes aud sails for the squadron: these are constantly superintended by 
keepers, who curry whips, and frequently extort moiiejrfruur their victims, 
as the price of somewhat less rigour in the execudoii of their duty; others 
belong to the Dey’s household ; and many are employed by the rich Moors, 
who ihay have bought them at market, in tiie Ipwest drudgery of duiiie^tlc 
employment. Some, like the heasCs<of*burthen, are employed in carrying 
wood and stones for any public buildings that niay be going on: these aie 
usually in chains, and justly considered as the worst among their oppressed 
biethren; What a perpetuity of terrors, series of anguish, .’ind monotonous 
duvs, must not their’s be ! withdlit a bed to lie on, raiment to qover liiem, 
or food to support nature. • IVo black cakeSj, thrown down a« if intended 
fur dogs, is their principal daily sustcnaace; and bad it not been for'the 
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^charity <if a rich Moor^ who left a legacy for tjiat purpose, Friday, the 
,,oi)|y day thej^are exempted frora work, would have seen them without any 
allowance whatever. Shut up at night in the prison, like so many malefac* 
tors, they are obliged to sleep in the open corridor, exposed to all the 
incloMpncy of the seasons. In the country they are frequently foreqd to lie 
ift the open air; or, like the Troglodites of old, shelter themselves in 
eaveriis. Awoke at daylight, they are sent to work, with the most abusive 
threats, and, thus employed, become shortly exhausted under the weiglit 
and severity of their keepers’ whips.” * * 

Much more of dreadful suffering is described^ and fnstances of individual 
noisei^eited, in aggravation of this black picture; but we leave the painful 
contemplaiiun for matters of local intcr&t. The climate of these barhari* 
ans is delighrui<~>aoft and salubrious^ Th^ author does not consider the 
phigue as indigenous.T>The const, extending from the Atlantic to Alexan¬ 
dria in Egypt, more than 2,000 miles, comprehends the ancient Maurita¬ 
nia, Nuniidia, and Libya; in the country of the Mossili, Getuli, and Gara- 
mantes; all ceiebruted among the Roman conquests. Algier was the 
Mauritania, Tingitana, or Cxsariensis of the Romans, from whose grasp 
it fell under the dominion of the Saracens. The Saracenic king of Algier, 
Euiemi, called two famous pirates, named Horue and Ilajira^in, *to bis aid 
against the SjMniards, in the begin^ng of the idth centoiy, and was soon 
assassinated by the (fiormei^, who assumed the sovereignty. Hence sprung 
the piratical government, which has since existed under the Barbarossas 
and other lawless ruffians, protected by the Porte, whose supremacy is 
acknowledged as far as Muroepo, which aloae assumCs the rank of an 
independent state. , 

** The regency of Algier includes above 600 miles of scapcoast, betw^n 
the river Melooia, which separates it from Morocco and the Zaine, us 
eastern boundary; while its extreme breadth, from the capital to the 
country of Dates, does iiot exceed 180. It is bounded on the west by the 
kingdom of Fez, the chains of the Atlas and Biledulgerid on the south, 
Tunis on the east, and the Mediterranean sea on the north. Tlie Dey's 
absolute dominioti extends four days’ journey from the capital. Beyond 
that, until you reach Ililcdulgcrid, is inhabited^by wandering tribes, who 
merely pay tribute when the army takes its anpual tour through the 
country. The regency is divided into four provinces. Mascara, Algier,' 
Tittcrie, and Constantina. Labcz is a mountainous country, which pays 
tribute; and Biscam is another poor tributary country in the kingdom of 
Zcb. Between Algier and Bugia, to *the south, are the mountains of 
Couco, Inhabiteil by the Azagin, a ferocious people, whom^he Deys have 
never reduced into complete subjection. Towards Fez, is tlie little desart 
ofAngad, much frequented by Tieasts of prey and ostriches. Trevionsto 
reaching, the lesser Atinf, there is a large tract of country, called Te//) 
from thence commences the country of Dates,” 

Of the chief cities, Algier contains about 120,000, and Constantina 
100,000 inhabitants. Beautiful Punic and Carlhagenian medals are conti- 
aually found in ihf provinces; qlso, cameosi brouzesy and imperial coini. 
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LU0TENAVT IItJT(!HISON>. |l.N« 

Extract of a letter from Dublin, detailing tlie recent ]%u(f'<ible endesi^ 
vour of Lieutenant Hutchisou, R.N. and .thirteen brave men, in saving lits 
Blajesi^’s sloop Pandora 

< « " Dublin, May IS, 4618. 

About three weeks ago, his Majesty's sloop Pandora, Captain Jones, 
was lying in Dublin Bay, without a pilot on board, when a tremendous 
galejsuddcniy came on. She made a signal for a pilot, and fired minute 
f^ns. On percciting the danger she was in, lieutenant Wm. Hutc^son 
E.N. son of Ephraim Hutchison, Esq, of Harcourt>st^ect, Dublin, and 
nephew of Lord Viscount Frankfurt de |dontmorcncy, faurriei|>^'to the 
b«M|ch, and used every persuasion, but in vain, to prdvail on the pilots to 
go to her assistance: they were deaf to every entreaty, and candidly 
acknowledged their fear. Tbb sea was running mountains high, it 
Appeared impos'ible to grant her llic desired relief, till Lieutenant 
Hutchison hit upon the fulloilriog expedient: he threw himself into tiic life, 
boat, and the force of his example induced thirteen gallant fellows to foU 
low, and they put off, amidst the prayers and blessings of the people who 
witnessed it on shore.—After the greatest danger and exertion, they 
reached the bng, put pilots on board, and re-landed at Dumleary, amidst 
the congratulations, and to the adrairutioii, of near two thousand specta* 
tors, who expected to have seeiv tben^wallowjd up every moment—it was 
M most dangerous enterprize, and a most miraculous escape,—The pilots 
were only on board' a few minutes before her cable parted ; it was fortu. 
Datciy a spring-tide and high water, and by the greatest exertions of the 
Phndora’s officers and crew, aided by tlic local knowledge of the pilots, 
they ran her safe into tho Pigeon-bousc Dock, high and dry. Had the 
pilots been half-an>hour later, she must inevitably have been wrecked ; for 
it would have been impossible to beat off shore, and she could nut have 
passed the Bar. Captain Jones promised to report Lieutenant Hutchison's 
exertions to his admirpl; and the Corporation of Dublin rewarded the men 
most liberally: and in stating Lieutenant Il.’s conduct to the Right Hon. 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, they concluded by saying,— 

* They find themselves inadequate to fully reward Lieutenant Hutchison's 
meritorious services.* Lieutenant II.* is appointed harbour-master of Dum. 
leary, under the Corporation of Dublin, for preserving and improving 
that port.'' 

BRlTISn KMIGRATZON. 

r t 

We have had to touch more Rian once on this painful topic, and wc are 
again impelled to revert to it. Whatever may be the real cause^_ it is too 
trup that the mania has taken deep hold of the population of Plymouth and 
the iicigl^ouring parts a'round, larg^ porjtions of which have resolved and 
are resolving to become the inhabitants of the Americau land. During the 
last two or three weeks in particular, many have embarked; among others, 
Mr. Hornbrook, a woollen manufacturer, from the neighbourhood of 
Tavistock, who is said to have taken his machinery with him, and the whole 
of his estabiislimcnt, consisting of sixteen men and apprentices^ and four 

- ■■ -- -- - r - - -^ 

• * 'We trust the Lords of the Admiralty will take an early opportabity of prcH 
mating Lieutenaut Uuicbispu to the rank of Couuoauder.—£ 0 , 
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women, for tKe avowed purpose of carrying on hib future concern 
•t Pitisburgli,, the, Birmingiiani of America. A silversmith at PJy« 
mouth is employed almost from morning to night in furnishing the emi.i 
grants with gold and silver in exchange for hank paper; and were we to 
state tfre amount thus exchanged, and which thencerortli may be «onsi« 
dered as totally lost, as well as the possessors, to the mother country, it 
would be quite evidence enough, if any be wanting, of the spirit of emi« 
gration, ^ 

# WYSTERIonS DISCOVERY AT PORTSMOUTIt. • 

A bttman body was lately discovered under the did Sally-port walls, 
which Ute extraordinary power,of the sen that prevailed had washed out of 
its long-concealed depository. The fragments of clothing that adhereetto 
the body, sheivs that the man 1ms beep a soldier; and suspicion arose that 
been murdered.. The circumstance fed to the investigation of wbat 
liilhcrto undiscovered murders, or suspic^ms of such, had been perpetrated 
in tliat neighbourhood; and it appears, that about the year 17B0, a woman 
named Mary Baker, and her danglitcr, were tried at the county assizes, for 
the supposed murder of a marine, who was missing. But as the only evi¬ 
dence tliat could be adduced in proof of guilt, was that of Mary Baker’s 
only son, who was an idiot, they were, from want of evidence, acquitted; 
the body then pot being found.—InU86, a woman, living at Chatham, 
followed a watchman,,and ^itreatea him to take her into custody, as she 
had been accessary in a murder. Tlie watchman, thinking at first that she 
was insane, disregarded what she said ; at last, wcarieil with her importu¬ 
nities, he conveyed her to the constahle, who ordered hertiiUo continetnenc 
for the iiijiht. The next morning she was examined before Kdward Pilchdr, 
Esq. a Justice of the peace, ht-fore whom she made the following con- 
fession :—That about six years ago, she lodged at tlic house of a womant 
who lived on the I’oint at Portsmouth, and carried on the empluyriient of 
a jirocurcss for seamen : tliat die then cohabited with a marine belonging 
to the Courageux; who having received about ten guineas prize-money, 
the dangliti r of the said procuress endeavoured to seduce him to sleep with 
her that night; but he refused ; that the niaiinc being intoxicated with 
liquor, the daughter knocked him down with a poker, and repeated her 
blows till he was dead: that they then all assisred*in carrying out the body 
to the sea shore ; to which fastening stones, they endeavoured to sink it in 
the water ; but finding liint ineffectual, they dug a hole in the braeh, and 
buried it; tHat the mother afterwards gave her six guineas, if she would 
not publish the fact, biA go over to Ireland; to winch she consented ; but 
that her mind was so disturbed in conSlquence of the part she had taken, 
that she could have no peace by night or by ^ay; and w1»s therefore 
resolved to give herself up. Up*n 4liis confession, she was committed to 
Maidstone gaol. This is thg same murder for which Mary Baker and her 
daughter were tried six years before; and the body discovered above, 
there is no douhl, is that of the man murdered hy these persons. Though 
the powqr of conscience was so strongly marked in the l ase of one of the 
perpetrators, yet, in this instance, none concerned experienced the retribu¬ 
tive justice due to their ctifoe io this world; and they are all long since dea<^ 
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On th Increase of the Nary. 

, Letter VI, 

MR, sniTOR, ‘ 18th Aprii^\ i8l8. » 

I N your Number for March, you hav*s laid before ydfer reader? the pmrttcO'' 
larsof the naval estimates for tl)e present year, and aUo a copy iif the ^ 
portof the finance committee, after csaiuiniiip thejr detail and uiiinnt|^tlKs 
report, in my opinion, is js judicious and able one, it gives much vaJuahlc 
information on a very Mportant and always interesung subject to the 
British nation; and it decidedly expresses the opinion,founded on a convic* 
tion of the navy being our riglit arm, that it ought to bo increased, 
1 Strengthened, and perfected as quickly as ptMsible : to accomplish this 
desirdble end, no additional expense, if properly employed, will be with* 
held by Parliament, or given reluctantly hy the people. 

It proceeds to notice, that'(‘onndm<6/e lexertions are still making to 
repair our ships, and proceed witli tlioso now on iho stocks, hut gives no 
information of what was accomplished lust year; ai.d only tells us, that the 
new ships alreatSy ordered are to be proceeded with; neiiher adverting to 
the continued exertions of other naval stales in preparing navies, nor to the 
evident necessity for bdilding our new ships of superior sizes ami powers. 
*^'1 am, however, truly happy to observe, that great additions are making to 
the dock*yards at Sheerness, Chatham, and Pembroke, and that there is 
good ground to hope we shall be enabled, by hauling up even our largest 
men of waT for repair, on slips, by means of an indined plane, to give fuH 
energy to our ship-building in future years, by appropriating the docks 
entirely to new ships, and repairing the old, as in the case of the Kent, on 
temporary slips; this will assuredly'give a great and decided impulse to 
our efforts to re-construct and prei^hre a powerful and durable navy. 
—Although tlie naval estimates, as''given by you, do not furnish us 
with the particutars of what is intended to be done during the present 
year, only that the new ships are to be proceeded with,*'yet I sincerely 
hope it is seriously intended, a't any rate so soon as those are taunched (E 
shall regTej if it cannot be done sooner), to lay down a sufficient number- of 
ships of all classes, on Che principle of the Americans, and of equal ditnen* 
- sions and capabilities; for howeveV fariAilling* the Board of Adiuiraity may 
Le to depart from tlie old system, it is unavailing and absurd to expect that 
our present 74’s or 46's can cope with those powerful 8d's and OS’s of the 
Americans; nor will the excuse be-listened to, in any future w-ar, that 
this difference of force will sufficiently account fur any disaster or misfor* 


* 1 am Mrry to be obliged to state this seeming aawillioguess« - 
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tune that mny befai our igivy. No, Sir, we have iiad ample experience, 
and now hafe kinie.to proDt by it; and if Government, or the Board, an 
determined to sacrifice tlie {*lorioas and prominent character of the Britisn 
navy, by obstinately adhering to their own rules, instead of following the 
cause pursued by other powers, great will be dieir temeritjf,- and seveh the 
reprobation of the nation and the navy. But, Sir, I will hope fetter things 
•f them, and that having once seen the necessity * of making something 
like adequate preparations for contending with the Americans on equal 
terms, they will not allow their eHbrts to be enfeebled, or their vigour to' 
cease, because wp are now at peace. Surely ^the shine reasons which 
arigina% induced governmeifl^ order such ships to be built as the Lean* 
derand Newcastle,''^lie Firth, GlasgiiW, Liverpool, &c. &c. still contiilia 
in force for iiicreasiog both the lunubef and durability of such description 
of MHsels, now established as our heaviest class of frigates; and also for 
buiraing, with as little delay as possible, new line*of.battle ships (and not 
a few), of the size and force tlie Americans b^c recently sent us a model 
and sample of, in their Franklin. 

1 sincerely hops that tlii%mc-asure, although perhaps necessarily defcrrcil 
for a little, is yet seriously in contemplation, as it is one of the iitinosi 
importance to our continued naval greatness; and shall rejoica leafn, that 
the new 84’s now building, wdl be made capable of mounting as many 
heavy guns as the American ships, and that our present 74’s, some of 
whom are also it seems in hand, to have their force increased, by being 
made to carry heavier guns, will be capable of meeting them on equal 
terms. I shall be most happy to hear that both of thifse sclieines will 
prove in some degree adequate to our wants, and when slips become 
vacant, and mure ships are ordered to be built, 1* am convinced the First 
Lord of the Admiralty, after seeing the Franklin, and being so perfectl/ 
aware of the great and unremitting e\ertiuus mukiitg by that power in par< 
licular, to acquire a navy, of peculiar excellence and strength, will not 
Ijbcsitate at once to issue his comiiiiinds for our speedily obtaining an addi¬ 
tional number of similar ships : certainly the prospect of having sooner or 
later again to contend with this enemy, makes the adoption of measures of 
precaution imperiously iieccssarv ; and their delay irksome, not only to the 
nation, but peculiarly so to the British navy $ for Sltbougli we have at pre* 
sent twenty sail of 50 and 6Q.gun ships, ycl these are barely now sufficient 
to endure three years service on foreign stations, and when they return, 
roust be condemned, most of them having been too quickly built, o'h the 
spur of the moment, aiicf of green materials; to replace them, we Uavefive 
building, and 1 believe only one likely fo be launched during the present 
year, whilst there nrc now on the stocks S5 of ^ guns, of the common 
class and size of frigates, fit indeed to* cope with French or Spaftish, hut 
certainly not with the heavy^merican ships. The Americans have now 
four or five‘ships of the line a-float, and a dozen more nearly ready to 
launch; what have we of a similar description ? even our three-deckers are 

* They Were obliged dutiiig tlie late' cuntett to ton up in a few oiontbs, 
90 rail of 30’!. 
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inferior to them, except perhaps in a calm ; and our two-dwiters, if w« 
4|[icept the Foudroyant, Tonnant, and Malta (and they cv^n are of infe- 
tior dimensions), are less than these ginnts of the ocenn, by at least 6 or 
800 tons ; tlicTcalihre of iheir guns must of course be equally dispropor¬ 
tionate : if wd hdverl to our 20-guii ships, and 10-gun sloops, I believe the 
diSerence will be found in the same proportion. I am led to parricuhiriza 
these things, by observing no advertence or remwk whatever on the sub- 
.jeet*, momentous as il<is, in the estimates, or the finance report on them; 
but if affairs wear better and more encouraging a=.pect than I have ob¬ 
served, or been aiile to tr-certnin,* most sincerclv shall I rcjoire in receiv¬ 
ing the intelligence, and be most happy to bear ic>liitiooy to the wisdom 
and vigour of the naval adiniiiistraiion,' in these, as I heartily approve of 
it in other respects ; and I aiiiiconfident the late appointment of tw>> gallant 
and experienced naval oiheers tir that. Hnard ; t:/:. Sir Giorge Cockhuni 
and Sir IT Ilotham, nil! be attended with very important advantages, and 
beneficial couscqucucts to the navy ; having served on the American cousr, 
they know the groiving power and capahdiiy of that country, and will give 
their voice for wisely preparing in time, before the hour of danger and of 
trial comes, to meet its utmost rage. Hoping that Itritaniiia will long 
reign triuiu'ipliUot on the main, 2 am, &(;. 

• 

InipLrtialiss Difcnceof his last Letter. 

' Mti. rniTOR, ' 2C/A April, 1818. 

A FfLill ilie vbry fligvificd addresses to me, which you have published, 
impartp.ditv dcnnuls the insertion of this. Lot it not he said, that 
your work jnoticribes vice and fidly, only when they are not allied to title 
and to powei * and ilial lliii-<e alone iiicel with accusation and reproach in 
it, on whom justice is already frowning willi all her terrors, or inisfortune 
bas depressed into iiisigiiifi<-i!iKC. 

All absence of two years in a distant fjunrter of ilie globe lias kept me in 
continued ignorance of the answer'- whnh T fiiid ilie Naval ('hronic)e con¬ 
tains to my last letter.t» I an sorry ihat I have thus (or such a Ir ngth of 
time laboured under tlic inipiitatimi of ingratitude. So peiutratiiig a cha¬ 
racter as my opponent, ought to have been aware, that gratitude w'as only 
due for benefits conferred, or where the iutcnlion has been to benefit. How. 
ever, in the present instance, I f liall not trouble myself with the motives of 
bis generosity, the obligation (ifatiy) belonging entirely to th^printer of 
the N. C. if he will extend his corrections of the press to his own letter, 
the occupation cannot he nnsuitahlu;,! i^liuiilii not recommend such an em¬ 
ployment to any man but its author. 


* Mr. Croker says our navy is in excellent condilion. and a must effective 
8l.ite; but llie finance report sayii, it ii only to be put into that elfcetive condi¬ 
tion as quickly as possible—murk the distinction. I iiope uo time will be lost, 
ibcn. ' 

i Vide Vol. XXXV. pp. 42.134. 128. 
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If P. P*K. was bipwelfpirst Lortf of the Admiralty, his interprefutiun of 

the commencement of my letter would pcrhiips he very natural. liiurditiq|e 
vanity snatches alike at eulosy and reproof, too ea«;or to hesitate, and too 
blind to distinguish those subtle reservations which soraetiines mark their 
Only distinction. No, Sir ; the “ Noble Lorfl” may do wrong without tlie 
assistance of my ilattcry. ^ 

With re‘«pL*ct to a plan for the improvement of gunners, P. P, K. is 
right. I ought to hate olfered one, if 1 ought to«liavc written upoit the, 
subject at all. 1 intended it; hut having undtrsiuoiUhat the Admiralty 
were ahout to make considerable ultcrations in ihe situations of the wur« 
rant uthders, I supppsid AW/ie^aii detcriiiiiied upon. I hoped also in the 
new regulations tor tlie cxaininutioli of midshipmen, which were issudfin 
the begiiiiiing of 1B16, to have found « litth? gunnery required as a |iart of 
th^. qualdicatiuiis. Ts> err in our jiidginencs of our fellow-crciittires is the 
common lot, nor can it be expreted tiuu the eye ot rcasou should foresee 
all the possilde aheiT.alions of dl-direcicd intellect. 

I have always believed it uii undcinnhle rule in war, to provide the most 
powerful and eihenciuus wchpuiis, cidrolariiig upon the strength .nnd wisdom 
of those who were to wield tliciii. To withhold the mean? ofoB'epce and 
defence III their utmost ixieiit, iqnni the jile.'i of mcoiiijietcridV lA tlieoMicers 
to whom their direction must he intritsled^ is to su(,p(j-e such men most 
unfit for their stations. As this motive would imply imhecility in govern¬ 
ment, and iiicthcieiicy in its seiiants, so any other ks too ridiculous tor 
sei'ious examin.»ii(<n. We <lo not go to war, to ^ 

Pule iniil siniall wiih niiiinc anger fraiiglil, 

O’ercomr in gcslure, uud destroy mtihought*. 

Peiliaps P. P.K. would desire to take tlie guns from the main-decks of 
onr frigates, lest they should lend to “ raise up a spirit of acrimony belwesn 
corilt’udlng pourrsy Since the battle of 'JVafalgar, -the navy of Great 
* Britain has hern employed in nothing else hut ravaging the coasts of her 
enemies. e have chnsed the monster into the recesses of his don, and is 
it there (hat the champion of peace would lime wished os to stop? Italy 
would long have tolerated the nmnetlo towers wiili which her conqueror 
encircled her rocks, had not the assailant involved m common destruction 
with them, her ports and her ir.idc. It is to Captains IJo'-te, Duncan, 
iind Napier, that her early cmanci|i.atioii may he nttiihuted, and our 
American tfophies, with one exception, torn from Inr shoris.’ To 
enlcrprisin" young Capiuim vve arc imlelfled for the few laurtlsonr late 
naval war«lias afl'orded. P. P. A’.’s rncfaplior, “ that the praise of the on- 
worthy is like fleiting lircgth on a polished mirror#” is so pretty, that 1 aoi 
Sony it is not corret t. 1'he chararrtl-iSiic of virtue is its siipeiiorIVy to opi¬ 
nion. It soars iihove tlie rei#‘li of c.ilumiiy, nor can praise add hnoyanev to 
its wing, or vigour to ils night. I iheicisnti “ miif'/r/moi-” flisrmrt 
from \irttic, let V. P.K. enjov it: I am sure 1 shiill cast mi ii i,-iy pi o-is 
over it; and 1 shall agree with him, llial from Mir/* ■niyauuu.s n 

censure is more “ giaieful ’\lhaii appiohaiion. 

Ji2ah.4lljron. Vol.XXXix. jl 
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An anonymous writbr would in vain endeavour to prove that he whs 
actuated hv no private resentment in an attack upon any coioAaunity ; bo* 
cause, under whatever Ibrm he mi^lft offer his exculpation, it would still 
rest solely on,the merits of bis untried veracity. However, if his argu> 
me.La are good, tl>c thinkimt world will rest satisfied with his conclusions. 
They liave neither leisure nor inclination to inquire into causes. I care not 
whether the late act of Parliament, by which so many thousand children 
heViCbecn rescued Iroin the rapacity of the cotton manufacturers, originated 
' in Sir Robert Peel, or Sir Francis Unrdett; whether it is the inonument of 
repontant atoiicindnt, or the stepping-stone of popular ambition. Our 
feliow-crcatnrcs enjoy the benefit of its existence. 

It is fortunate for P. P. K. that he has premised his observations by 
dedai'ing his intention of exposing giy malice ; for, like Balaam, he some¬ 
times blesses where he intended toxurse. His logjc is peculiar to himself, 
though his language is so common that we have all heard it, but never 
without wishing it confined te those nurseries of which it is the particular 
produce and cultivation. I c.*\nnot, indeed, on tliis occasion blame his 
choice ; they are very worthy of each other. 

I continue to think that the pursers of his Majesty's navy occupy 
a higher stavon than they are entitled to by their employment. Let 
their instructions be examined, pnd it will be found,, that the only 
accomplishments required, are reading, wrifing, and a little arithmetic. 
Their moral endowments ought to be those of every man in every station. 
The rank of enptain in the army was once respectable indeed, in itself; it 
was a sufiicient bitroduction to the first society in England. But now, Sir, 
I desire to l>c acquainted with the man who holds it, before I dare pro¬ 
nounce him respectable,' and then I rejoice to add one more to the number 
Viat are still left to redeem it. I do not moan this as any reflection on pur¬ 
sers in particular. I did not foi get that they held the rank of captain. 
But if I Imd chosen to remember who bestowed it upon them, I might have 
spared my last letter. Military rank was originally created in order to form 
that concatenated subordination which provides, that, except the two 
extremes, there can be no individual without a superior and an inferior. 
And these ranks were the rewards o*f the several degrees of mililary ment 
which filled them, and 'which placed, for military purposes, at their arbi¬ 
trary direction, nil below them. A degree of rank ivas iiece^ary to secure 
to the civil orders the respect of the lowest classes in both services. That 
the pursers had before. What is there desirable in the rank 

which has been bestowed upon them ? Has it incfcased their power ? lias 
it rendered them le^s suliordinato to the warrant officers, to the midship¬ 
men, where no siipcr,ior officers are present,.^ Or was it to render the 
necessafy suhmi'^sion in tliese cases** iirire palatable to them? An inde¬ 
pendent and spiiited man disdains to carry lh» trappings of power wiifiuut 
its substaiire; a//omirm/superior, and a rea/ nilerior. '1 hey have dimi¬ 
nished the tank of each individual liciiteniint, by increasing the miinherof 
those who shnic it in corninun with him, and they have degr;<ded it by 
dragging all to their own level. Let those w)io wish to form an idea of the 
condition of many pursers on shore, consult Mr. Forbes’s speech oa the 
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‘.fi'bjcct, add Mr. Crukcr’s answer, during the last session uf Parliament. 
1*liey willsdb ia there stated, that the country scarcely contains one despi* 
cable situation which has not the honour to he (illod hy men holding the 
rank of lieutenant in the navy. I do not deny that there are lieutenants 
also reduced to the same circumstances, I'Inl is alone the case, whei! such 
gentlemen have risen from low stations, and have no other support than 
tlieir pay. It is liberal to suppose that they were promoied for ilinr supe¬ 
rior ability ; and if so, let me ask one question, in^wlnch the whole uavy 
joins with ine—Ji it not disgraceful to a great nation, that then should' 
starve by their dependence on the gralitudr af a service which so long 
depended on them ? I humbly presnuic the pursers have nut equal 
claims. ■ • • 

P. P. K. does not seem to besaiisfit^i with my declaration (“ tliat^ there 
are, no douhr, fiursers Jin the navy wliu are men of strict honesty and ex¬ 
cellent education”). I hope his const .ence dues not reproacli him with 
the magnitude of my concession. However, if lie is a purser, he may, 
perhaps, by declaring it, absolve himself from any charge ul tiiis nature, 
as some pursers have gone so fur as to deny such uii attribute to the uiliccis 
of his class. 

The “ Vice-Admiral” says, “ If Jmpartiahs had not so unjustly attacked 
the tradesmen of our country, the rc'jt of Ins letter would i.ot have hcL*ii 
worthy of the least notice.” I Then “my attack” on the tradesmen was 
worthy of notice. Unhuppv tradesmen ! you are destined to sutler most 
from your piofcs'.cd iVieiids. Your cause is Imppily better tiian your advo¬ 
cate; who, the reverse of his coadjutor, ciii'<is wliere litr meant (obltss. 
If my lettfllr was only woiiiiy of ibe Adiniial's aileiition, it would dci’le 
even the fingers of the pastry-fook. • 

Tlie professions and tiadcs by wlii:;h mankind are independently and 
tionestly supported, are equally iioiioarahlc in the estimation of every wise 
Ilian. But there are some whicli rccpiire '^gieuter powers of mind than 
others. This difFerence resolves tiieni into various cla-ses, of which the 
highest are the most inieilectual. And mental ability it-igris in every rising 
state, till grown powerful en«>ugii by her ext riions to disdain tier further 
assistance, she is pushed from her t'lrone by wealth. He wliose mind is 
elevated above sublunary [irojccts by tfie coiiteriipbilious ol pliilosophy, or 
detached froiii ilic grovilmg pursuits of iiumaiiiiy by pltadiug its common 
cause, will feel iio association of mind with tlie statesman, who exn-ts by 
corruption. Mid who muse at Ins fierd t'licuuiiige it; or wnb ilic suldier, 
who is the involuntary afid indiffirent iiiswument of lawless aggression, or 
imperious*self-defence. Nor can tlie'warrior stoop liiini the carter ot 
glory to sympathise with the various sficcuiatiuiis^of insati.thfb gam, and 
the iiarrovv views of labouring aml.ili!Ci»nieiHed poverty. Tlicse o<)ar.icters 
are utterly incongiuous. T^ere may be a very im rcenaiy bungler at tbe 
head of a fleet; and mure tbaii one warlike cobler has rxch.ingt d Ins art tor 
the sword, yeti should nut think of placing the “ Vict-.\<lmiral” and a 
collier oiua level, tiiougii the world, considering llicir professions, could 
fuure easily spare the admirjU/unless llie cublcr lucuds shoes no better 
xbau the udiiiirai writes. 
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Tin; iitfticiicc whicli ihesc gentlemen drew from my reasoning, wrs nnfc 
mine. When next they invent for rne^ I lieg they wjll ciid^vour to be 
more accurate, mid recollect that they^re not writing in their own charac> 
ters. 1 said that the triicicimuin hud un inierest to cheat, and that he must 
he pelpetually occupied by his gains, or that he v* ould lose. Tlie truth of 
these two iisserlions my opponentii dispute. As to the first, there is luir 
questionably only one reul interest—oni spiritual welfare, liui the inter¬ 
vention of a grain of sand may shut out a iiiouiitain fiom tlie eye; not be- 
'cause the grain is large, but because the eye is sinail. 'I'hus ilie weakness 
of human resolution* is overpowered hy the m>l^t iinnicdiate teiuplatintis. 
1 will not insult the admiral's cxperunce hy pretending to explain to hm 
the natuie of ihis^e/se tuyeres/. ‘My second assertion is demunstrated in 
every maxim which has been haiulejj down hy our provident and sapient 
forcfathcis to their thrifty postcritfi^ from Mile find to Temple Bar, by 
every uplioiisrn which declares wur against the w.mdcrmg muse, and pro¬ 
scribes alt hooks eiicept (he ledger, it was not of moral failing that I com¬ 
plained, but of ihe course of ideas so foreign to all polite inlonmition and 
improveiiieut, vchii.h arc generated by these employments. In niy opinion^ 
finally, pursers aic not in fsnictal fitted by education for thi‘rank which 
they lidid. , was an .niikwiiid a'leiupt to delciiii them, hy making their 
cause common with Siicli hitiwers us^Mi. hithiead, and j>uch grocers as 
the East India (.'onipany. £. 

The Admiral is once inore purziing himself i:i the simplicity of his heart, 
and imuiKy uf lii« pericramurn, about I’atriutisiii. “ I'atriotism *' is indeed 
a word of such extensive sigmiicaiion, iliiit it may he a luaitcr of doubt 

« t ■' 

whether Newgate shuts in or out those w!io tluivc the fairestuluniis o^ it. 
A leading patriot only gives his cars in exchange for his celebrity, and the 
Very gazeis at his etevaiion are patriots. In short 

*' All who were \|hc>'c, and all wliu wc rc not,” 

aie patriots. Sincerity sickens at the ronstaut opposition between words 
and their iiieaiMiigs. Virtue must spe.ik .in iiieorinptiblc hiiignage, or be 
content to offer a sil- iit example ; actions cuiinot he long misinterpreted. 

The “ V.cf'Ailniiial” iiinst hmisVif have hein ved, that there was a 
“ munirol s] ell in mn!: lorifni urli/tg the sensei,” to have appended his own 
io his letter, nml loudly iniagiiied (lint it was a passpoi^ for criticism. 
With «o/ viniit: he may I eromr- early acquainted ; hut. however dilficult it 
migiit he for him to inni tlie reputation of his, he ought toiknow that his 
rank is e.isily di'-gr.K.ed ; tlie world expiTted herier things from a “ Vice- 
Admiral.” lie lias still a retreat‘■winch I shall allow him, at tj,ie expense 
of his undeVsiiindiiig ; his iiiteiitioiis may have been good. If so, 1 cancel 
Any auimadversions, and sincerely pity him. 

Your'st, &c. 
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TO. THE EIGHT HONORABLE EARL SPENCER. 

• • -ii 

MY LORD, 

W HEN I addressed your Lordship in August last, on the subject of 
the Corporation of the Trinity-HouseJ as regarded seamen,! then 
jFaid, it was my intentiuii to oder some further brief remarks, under the 
sarious hrad< mentioned at that time. 


1st. What has been the const quence of the altq^ation of the constitu¬ 
tion of this Corporation, wit!) respect to the objects for which it was’ 
i)r*ginn!ly instituted ; and whiclj were no othej; tiiui? for the public good, 
and the welfare of Biitish seatiien ? 


When this Body, agreeably to liheir 6rst institution,'consisted of a mas¬ 
ter, four wardens, and eight assistants, ciiojen annually by all the brethren 
of the CiiilH, and liable to he removed by them, at any time during the 
year, cither nvting to neglect, or im{>ropt’r conduct, in tlicir piihhc capa¬ 
city. They then were a free and inde{)endctit Body, as it was intended by 
tliclr founder they should be. At that time, it was necessaiy that every 
man who wished to fill the place ofii^a superior in the Corporal ion, should 
have proved, by liis abilities and conduct, that he was worthy of the eonfi- 
ileiicc of the principal part of the bretlircii of the Guild, ^nil capable to 
ga'ide and duett their affairs, for tlie^oiod of the country in all its maritime 
conccinn, as prescribed by t?leir charter ; and also to maintain the lighrs 
and piivileges pertaining to the feanien of this realm,,as being attached to 
liic'ir profession; he would not otherwise become the object of their 
choice. , * , 

To e.nabfe them to perform the duties of this Corporation, it was wisely 
deaded in the first instance, that its officers should not ho under the con¬ 
trol of any man, or body of men, except their own protLSsion, who Only 
arc capable of forming a correct opiiiiiin>i,or their jiidgniriit in nautical 
affairs, when acting as the upholders of the principles prescribed by char¬ 
ter. Thus circumstanced, the good of their cuuntiy, in ail its niaritime 
concerns, and the well are of their profession, were the particular objects 
of their care. , 

They then could act as an independent body, .without fear or subservi¬ 
ence to any but their profession ; and offer iheir opinions to those in power, 
according to the duties imposed upon them hycharter ; and if not attended 
to, they ihcji could oiler public remonstrance, as in liic reign of James 1. 
K duty they arc hound i.o pel form for tlje publi'i good. Such were the 
advantages derived from tins Corporation, when acting on its original con¬ 
stitution.* It tlicn exerci'-etl a vigilant guardianship over tli# welfare and 
increase of Biiiish sliiiiping, and British seamen,*aud the general interests 
of the navigation of these realms. 

When James II, came uTtiic throne in lf)85, from Ins having been par¬ 
tial to the naval service, dining ihe piecedmg leign, and having commanded 
in person, he had by that means rendered himself much esteemed among 
the seamen of this realm. Fiom tin’s, he no doubt presumed that he could 
draw them over to promote his own views, tuid cause them to embrace 
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popery. To aceompIiBli th'is'ofaject, among the hrtt acts of hitf 
altered the constitution of this Corpori|bn, under the preteoceVif confirm¬ 
ing that which was already confirmed hy having existed for many reigns 
before At that time naval and ipercaotile officers and seamen were nearly 
one and the^ame persons. * 

The peculiar manner in which Jiunes II. framed the constitution of this 
Corporation (and as it now remains), is a true specimen of the artful 
* j)oliey of those eonnecled with the Church of Rome in those days. After 
a preamble^ alleging the^pecious pretence of confirming all those rights and 
privileges Conferred upon them by former Kings and Queens, the Charter 
ordains, that the Corporation should consist of one master, four wardens^ 
eight assistants, eighteen elder brethren, and one clerk ; from this num¬ 
ber to be chosen annually, a n^tster/deputy-master, depifty*^vardcns, &c.; 
the first Corporation after this cor^pination, was named by himself i after 
which time they ware to be self-elected; leaving only tft'ilili brethren of the 
Guild, the right of vote to elect a master from among this self-elected 
Body, annually, on Trinity Monday, and reserving to himself.tiie power of 
removing one, or all, whenever he choose. 

Having arranged the constitution of this corporation according to his own 
views, lie seoil after caused Mass to be performed on hoard of Admiral 
Strickland’s sliip, at Spitliead, with ari intention to introduce it through the 
fleet. This so enraged the seamen, that llfey were going to throw the 
Priests oveI hoard, pnd cau*>ed so much generiil discontent among them, 
U>at be was under tlie nece-siiy of going himself to Portsmouth, to appease 
them by his presence. Compare this ^conduct with the lOtii bye-lnw, 
framed at that t*»ie, bv the first CorpotaHon under tliat constitution, 
wherein it is partictllarfy expressed, that Public Worship shall he per- 
fonned on board of ships, agreeably to llie ritual of the Church of 
England. 

Although this violation of their bye-laws, made at that period, took 
place, we do nor find that any rt’inonstruncc was offered by the Corpora¬ 
tion, as in the flays of .Tames 1. Iiccause they were imw become a dependent 
and servile Body, agreeably lo the establishment of the present constitu¬ 
tion, and to dare to renionstrnte, might have been the loss of their 
situatiom’. 

From that time the Corporation of tiie Trinity-House has'i|g^|sed to he a 
free and independent Body; and from that period it may be dated, that 
the profession of a seaman in this cniii.iry has been gradually ifli the decline, 
until reduced to their now degrailed state, beueatfi that of every other clats 
of British syhjects. * • 

Such, my Lord, have keen the dire effects of tbeaitful policy of James II. 
over the inde-peud'ence whicii ought'td aflach to this Corporation ; a Body 
who ought to iifsiruci the executive gnveriimtnt in maritime ^affairs, and 
support British seamen in their inst rights and privileges, by su^gesiing wise 
laws and rf-gii'iui'nitis for, the -inppnig interests and njivigation of these 
. fcalms, and for the guidance and good will of seamen, to iiphoUl them in 
tiiar rank of society to which they are entitle^Jify their professiofi. Instead 
of tills, tliey have uut only allowed tbeai to oe ill-treuted and degraded, 
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but ihm bbve allowed the Corporation to sink into a state of servility and 
insignincanSe»«when compared to ^at independant state in which they 
were first placed by their original founder, whose intentions there can be 
no doubt, as I shall hereafter prove, were, to establish the rank of the pro* 
fession, upon a footing, equal, if not superior, to any other in the 
kingdom. 

This Corporation having been instituted for the purposes before>men> 
tioned, although not acting up to its original prigcipies, has prevented _ 
ether institutions being founded, until lately, for similar purposes; and toi 
Uiis cause may be ascribed those evils whictw have lately been felt by 
British seamen, through the want of a system founded on the true maritime 
policy of this country for their maifsgeroent and welfare. 

So much was this Corporation respected qpd esteemed, in earlier times, 
that Trinity Monday, the day of the’^nual election for superiors of the 
Corporation, became a day of rejoicuig among seamen^ and those con* 
aected with shipping, by a display of flags, ringing of bells, and firing of 
salutes, as tlie procession passed to and from Deptford, which of late years 
has dwindled gradually away, until pow nearly extinct. 

At that time a public notice was given to all the brethren of the Guild, 
aome Sundays previous to Trinity Monday, in the churches of Deptford, 
Rotherhitlie, Wapping,&c. and that the election would take place on that 
day. Even since the presebt cunstitutioh has been formed, a similar 
notice was given, until within these few years, for \oiuigcr brothers to 
attend, aud elect a inastcr.—Why has this been declined ? 

Allow me to ask, my Lord, if i{ would nut be more conlistent with, atijl 
cnibietnatical of, the presenl^egraded state of my profession, to go into 
mourning on this day, and express their feelings, % a display of Hags 
hoisted liaif-mast, tolling of bells, and firing haif-minute guns, for the de* 
parted rights and privileges which formerly belonged to the British Seamati. 

I am, with much respect. 

Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servant, 


LIoi/fTs Coffet-ITonse, 

mh Mttj/t I8d8. 





Letters to a Friend relative to kis Son’s enin'ivg (he Karat Service. 


II. 

• • • 


Snj)tr.mlicr 4ith, 1807. 


my dear sir, ^ 

’’T is wiih'no small degree of pleasure 1 find that Capt.iin 


has 


iiffiM-rd to receive Cliarlcs on h'lard liis ship, for cm,Id you have 
ehoseii fr^iii out fto whole service the man wlioiii you would wish to hold 
up to your son as a model for imitation, you could not have made a moie 
worthy efectioii. Capiaia ——— has been a soldier of fortune, and of the 
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eArly part of his career I ktiow but little: it was by mere accident tbat ha 
was appointed a lieutenant of the ship be now commufids, *an^ on joining 
her, found himself the isnior. The Agamemnon was ti cii ronimanded by 
the h(ro nOw do deeply regrptted by the nary end by the nation, sad w2i« 
then, by tlie activity of hiii mi vice, was laying ihe foundation of bis future 
fame. Congenial minds aie seldom long m discovering each other: the 
lieutenant became tht fiim iiiend and companion of bis capuin, and con- 
•titiued so until the Inst moments of his life llo was always distinguished 
oa board for a promptness oi action, necompanKd by a cool determined 
oou^e when opposed to the enemy, and fui hrmne»s and regularity in 
ConActing the duties of the ship, that would liave recommended him to a 
far less accurate observer than me officer with whom Piuvidence had placed 
him. To these distinguishing .raiis'of a good ufheer, was added an urba> 
nity of mannera, the natural effect of an aniiabie disposition, that made 
hka beloved by every individual lo the ship. 

tn the Agaiiioinoon you will find the vulgu idea, that tlie duty of a men 
of unr cannot be earned on without cursing and swcaioig, eft ctuallv con¬ 
tradicted A religious educatiuii had early taught—the wickedness, 
as a correct mnnuer of thinking soon convinced In n of the vulgarity, of this 
disgusting hafiit It was then, as it is now, far too prevalent among 
officers in the service; but he ijohl) wiihstood the force o'f example, and 
now furuisbes one in his own p< ison, how easy it is to conduct a slup with¬ 
out hiving recouisc to it Let us theiefuie look upon it as an auspicious' 
omen for our young man, that he is thus enahhil lo commence his caieer 
vtith a person wliqm lie may look up to ..s a perfect leprcsentative oi what 
a naval ofhcei ou Jit to he 

1 may now he allowed to congratuhte voursi If on the proper sense you 
have cntei tamed of your own dutyTespccting the education of your son. 
Ibh virtuous education of our ufispiing, who, by then futuie rink lo the 
service, may influence the imnalsof a community, of such consequence to 
the state as aie the rising other rs in the navy, and to wlioin an almost 
absolute power is necessarily given over a class of men whitse value is felt 
and uckoDwledgid by every 1 iighshm m, u doubtless one of the most nn- 
portaut duties of a pnrcgit who thus dedicates Ins ehiUi to the sen tee of his 
COUdOT. ** The iinppitiess or inisriy, not merely of an i]^fj!|duti, hut of 
><116 woild, dejKiids upon the good oi had morals ol its mhaBlt^s, and Uie 
uur^s of men chiefly depend on the priiieiples of action impressed on the 
* minds of child I ei».’** , , 

111 the navy, belif verinc, that po oim will ever make a good oflioer, un¬ 
less he ispu the same time a good man. If ^oiii son should m future turn 
but ill, ynti will have the comfoit of knowing that you hive net toFeproacIi 
yoiliSeU with hiving negleiled lus education if well, you may justly attri¬ 
bute some mtrtt to your own ioiesiglit and a^iduity m the conduct oi h s 
„^d(iciiion. By writing thus scnously, you will perceui* thatliMook upon 
^tigiims instfuEUon as the suicst basis of future tespect||l>il|ty of character, 
tis wcllta the unvy as in all other piotcssimis; auft 1 <im iiapf|^''in kiiow- 

* Du Watson's leiicr to Lord Eusieu; stt hn Life 
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iiig, that ini this point your son’s fliture comiRandi^r perfectly agrees with 
me. t do itpt tneaii that lie should set hiniseir up either for a preacher or 
a teacher of moralitjT among his mettinates, but "that he siiouid be habi* 
tuated to consider the Gospel as containing a rule of life, which no pro* 
pensities of sense» no fashion of the world, np licentious conversation of 
infidel companions, should ever iiidure him to disparage or ridicule ; hut 
on the contrary, one that it beliovrs us to follow and abide by, as far as 
the frailty of our natures will admit. This jtruth yen will, liam aware, not 
only impress on his mind at his embaikntion, hut%nake it frequtpitly the. 
subject of yiiur letters to him ; it is this alone wHl prove his safeguqi^ 
from^he snares of vice, and his support in hatfic; for believe me«^hat 
the mere instinctive courage, which few Englishmen are found deficilRin, 
is not alone that which is required in the officer. His must be a higher and 
« nobler sentiment: the bravery of the maid, that trusting solely to the • 
proieciioii, but, resigtidU to the will an alUpoweifui and uiuniscient 
Being, goes into action prepared for the blow wliicli iiiiiy in a moment d||i- 
prive him of existence; all extraneous matter discharged from his thou^ts, 
his energies are solely ilirected to one point—lhe honour and advaiua^ of 
his country in the defeat of her enemiis. 

Captain ■' will inform you what stock of linen, and other t^ccssa* 
ries, will be sufficient for diaries on his out-fit; and of huo\s,*what room 
can bo spared in a inidshipman’s chesp will^ not contain a grc.'it number; 
some, however, arc absolut^y necessary—Mackey’s longitude and Ue- 
quisite Tables bear as high a character as niiy work of .the kind, and may 
he safely recommended ; IMeudoza Rio’s Tables he should by no means be 
without. Uis books of amusement, few as they must necessarily h«, 
should be such ns arc calculated eitlicr to ndvanct^him iiktlic knowledge of 
his professiou, in the nKtnncis and customs of those places to which hij 
duty is most likely to give him access, or what may serve to strengthen, 
and at the same time polish his mind. But if to those,! have mentioned, we . 
add, ** Plutarch's Lives,” by Langliornc, I am afraid we shall have gone as 
far as the nariow limits of bis chest will allow us. 1 do not mention this 
last ill preference to /iddisoii, on account of language, but the perusal will 
tend to keep alive his cinssicnl rccclisciiuiis. and at the same time inspire 
him with the noble sentiments of some of the greatest men the world has 
ever seen. ^ ivork much to be desired is a compendium of the life of our 
late lumen^ed^Rero, Lord Nelson ; that by the Rev. J. S, Clarke is too 
voluminous, ^hc more portable is still a gieat desitferaiutnf-for our 
mariner; yet not so n^ch abridged bu^ that the character may be die. 
tiiictly traceil in^cvery stage of the profejsion.* Bpoks of travels, descrip¬ 
tive or.tiic*maiinLri and iiabits of nations, he should be instructed to take 
every opportunity of perusing : all those from whitli he would derive much 
iiifuriiialioii, are unfortunately too* voluminous to admit n thought of his < 
taking theirs with him but Ite may, notwithstntiding, whenever the ship is 
in an English port, take advantage of llic public libraries. jA'youiig iiinn’s, 

* Suuthly'sLift! of Nelsoa was not published at lh« time this letter h sup. » 
posed t^'hfye been written. * . 
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reftdlnn:, <v1io h tbn sktialjttl, mute oP riMeeaiity h$ cxfNwtij^ ^etdiwy, 
(>ut itib ifii greatly h tb^ poirei' of«'pMreot to eonfiae.!t ti^a proper dian- 
net, bjr oiaklngbitn io hia iettera aot Onty iofemk you what boolir be hw 
read, but of Mr eommenta apott them f thia<will bare a double adrantaio not 
t>nj{ bf bringing hhnlnto the4iabit of tianhiogon ebat bceeada^ andbaatogan 
M^ion of hia bwn on what is placed- before hm, but Ukewite of fonlii% 
'bna^yle and hitguage, which will insensibly imiiiba aportion of chestraMgtb 
an^ nerve of the buthors he ia in the babit of commeoting upon, ^fhe 
’ Vame aystem ahoold iikebiae be followed up when he ia employad e«i a 
libeign atatien/ Irt dekeriUng the ports he visita, give him to ubderaaeod 


not be aatisficd with the bare information tlmt he has beea to tbfs 
plexor tffat, or that one has magnificent churches, and the utber 
Bome Streets, but that you will expect him to describe the manners aed 


CustonM of the people, as far u they come within the scope of hjewbeerva- 
tion and comprehension; to illustrate them fay dea'cribing the eonduet of 
iM hdieiduals from whom he draws his conciusioui, and to ootioe and 


enlarge upon'the peculiar paints in which the most marked difiTeraoce exims 
ilkthreen the habits of those he may ^ among, and of his owa eountrymaa. 
‘ He should be desired to remark thelpparent means of oOenoe sad dafiraee 


tlie vndous^plgcea he visits appear to possess, his idea of the state of dwir 
troo|is, and other similar points, which an officer should at no lime gilow 
to pass without observatioti; intimating, that it is not a mere general opi- 
faion you require, but his reasons fur forming that opinion, as you asa in 
the habit of trading the spots be refers to in maps and military f^n«. By 
these means lie v'ill attain a habit of reasoning on the various suldocts 
hSought under bismbservation; you will be enabled to judge of iiit habit^ 
amosements, and opinions, and by your reasoning and adviet, Ibough at % 
distance, be in a great measure enabled to counteract erroneous idfos, 

and confirm those which are correct. On board his Majesty’s diip —.. ^ 

’« rule was io fbree by the midshipmen, which it is much to bevregrfttad is 


dpt more general in the service; that is, that every individual who joinad 
the mess, should furnish a certain number of books ftn* the general uaa; 
thus was established a kipifor mess libiiry; every one had the advantage 
of act^ to a considerable dumber of voiomes, which each io particular 
was not burthened with,>^ more than he could conveniently cam about with 
him { a ptiace in the berth was fitted with shelves for and 

they were under the particular charge of one gentleman^^ffawas either 
appointed* by the captain, or by election among themselvesand withoat 
mrliiDsepefmissionoe bodLCould be takoi from tlte^plaoe. Amestoftmahre 
yduqg tdea were, by thtee means, mt a triding individual expense, supplied 
widliiil tflHie vtdumes that are really necessary. Such an eitabliid>a>eBt 
Should, bpvtevar, be under the psrpctilar direction of (heeaptaini^the 
Aip, or ef the first lieutenant, who alone should dictate, on » youth's 
joining het, vdidt pkrtimi|av becks he should bring ifito the aeidtpon stock, 
lOfiienVise nev^and smsdar trash would peshaps occupy the^plai^fdOora 
dUudile wotki. • ''' H.; ‘ 

‘ "tt^is ^eeutt a i^ dyrt ona ta for -Charles, that Captain ii.OQa.of 

officers ufhOifliAtuI h point to initoduoe tlieir taidsthipmfii^ |stieh of 





m 
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Mhid ft cfpdiict lioesW put U ptttrtttf )>it ipto tbf.bert 

S(iol«tjlieJHin|elfh»»«cccM tu; iu this b« latloiiw tluBpuunpJe of ^great 
fnXotpfN^ Mr 1 ) 0 , •rfafuoverim fMtd vi«ti of cereoioui^ hiMi Mlfoip jMinan^ 
•of the pouiip gentlemen erttlt bitnei eould be $pued fi^n the thjlp—it wfi 
in lat^iaioe higUp benOfieini to them in iljeir profeieionalpareer. 
iftlte wmeepini thathec^e said to the Governor of Barbadues, wi^eiV 
« 9 lMd tojdine—** Your Esdelleucy must eticiue nie fnir bringii^ one 
ohidsiiipaaen, I oialie it a rule to introduce tltem to allj^gPuj^ fOppan; i 
c««,.nsttiej have few U) lookup to besidesmjBetr.^riagti^.tineare 
aejaa.'* * £vtdmtt as it certainlpi is how necessary an early, iotroid^tih^ 
<10 what f*.CBiled good company undoubtedly is, to furiuing aii-accodag^ied 
eCoer, I fiat^ frequently been surprised <o see bow much it is neglet^d^lt 
ihe •eyvice; though were tiie captain of a ship for an instant to rpcollecti^lhat 
iho yooths on his quarter-deck may ati^a ftSture period be called qn to upr ' 
hold ^tfae credit of tlteir Sovereign and their Country, as we^jby tiieir ca|g|{ts 
'dad address,'as by their guns^ surely'it is n point they would lumre strict 
tatend to. -’ilht present, a young man too frequently leaves 'the fp^kpit ft 
the age perhaps of two or three and twenty, almost as much a scbopibef 
'ih aianners as he entered it. ^ 

«' 111 a furhier letter I ttronglyreCommq^ed your forming m acqutintance 
'atth seme onetof liie officers of the ship» to whose care you may recommend 
your aenyr as well as to that ^ the captain, ds the iinportaut duties of ihp 
'.iatter w-iil> frequently prevent him paying that constant attention which is 
ilnirahie to t^ liabits of a youth just rising to inanhtmd, howev«r4&uch I 

know he withbe iticlioed. Captain - -— will tbere^ire introduce yen 

to Doctor K . . who ,is likewise an old friend of mine, and ouetof 

Chit most Worthy of his profession, to a tlmrougbacquahitBiioe with which 
iie adds no Mnall • degree of matliematical knowledge* To Charles thp 
tountenance and prutectinn of sucii a man will be found of incalculable' 
'adetfiftage y iintroct him therefore to look up to him with lespcct, to seels 
> his society, and to govern htinseif in those minor points which are nqf 

Mteiy to come under Captain . . ’s notice, by his advice. 1 have 

'Ivitifen’So him -to select a good sntant and a glass, neitlier of which.nty 
yflttng-friend must be without ;• and^uu will allmv him to accept them from 
toe, as a t(^en of remembrance. • .. 

Yoti indeed you will find it absolutely necessary, to make 

your son a^iwwaiice, in addition to his pay. It is generally *11)0 custom ' 
nf pareUts to pay a sum into the Iwnds'of the captain, and let tbeir^young 
meu.apply inhim as ils^ find it necessaigi: if you iyill take my adrioOf 
hoirever* you will trouble Captaid n— ■'»no farther in this|natter than’ 
to request he will indorse bills for him to a certain eve^ six 

diontbs V hut let the ytnnig may hpv« the entire*control of ids ptouCy, to 
make use of the word* of an extraordinary character, pr. Watsoii, a let-*' 
ter fmm frhoiii i have before quoted~-“ ll wihgra^fy wbi with a notion 
of independence I it-will teach him the ose/of . oioik^t .and it wiU l?g^tn 
this boajjfs of confidence and affection which ought always to subt^st be|Wffin 

n ... I .1 I. I II .» 1 -ll ..■ii. rt i .1 
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B si&nt I Mumt citiilton you, towever, tto let your’RlIuwaRCB 
Aoit of wttat jilHi'rettNy fmend Wgife liiiii, ihat yaq m»f i*»t be vexed 
«r diAifbssed 1*y 1ii4 exceeding it j for nKWt young nieni from tne«^enence» 
oMfid^retidiii« -if^cnient to their nge, are apt to outrun their ^aeome. An 
nticiitt'oniH a 1 ) 000118 /' thouj^ itmay not exceed wbot you 

intei}ded*flltr liill exehe liis gratitude But||gegard infinttely more than 
if it ^fnb B8"part of biV^owance. 

.I^hotild conceive thirty pounds b year^ in adilition to bit pay, nniply 
'•nffiUient, particularly''whctr'you taka'into consideration the cimnce of 
pi’ize thoney ; for aS many‘pnrcnta alld^ their sons to remain in a cooatant 
state of pecuniary dependniice on the will of their ca^ain^ by theae.menna 
keepfng'lbetn totally ignorant of the use or value of^iliDuney; otliera again 
run into thd%Ontrary excteine/and allowing their young men large sums, 
which'diey may expend without control, give them habits of extravagance, 
;^.which pe^aps are never afterwards snrmounted. To a man ^ fortune, 
thirty pounds a year appears so trifliag a sam, that he Judges it inpossible 
a youth with tio greater additioti to his small pay, can support the appear¬ 
ance of a gentleman: hut if tie inquires of his officers, wlut it ia^presunicd 
are at least ecfOally able to judge of die point, he will find, they would 
much rather receive on their qua^er>dedc e well-educated youth/' who had 
noshing'raorathan his pay to look up to, than one fired in luxury, and who 
is allowed to throw awny his hundred or two hundred pounds as he pleases: 
ip the one insmnce poverty, and a total dependnnce on bis profession, not 
only for luture cehiDrity, but for support, will, it may be presumed, urge 
the youth tO'Cxertion ; in the other, unlimited indulgence, wbqn on shore, 
wilt be too apt to create a disgust to the ‘discipline and hardy fare lie finds 
on* board‘hi^iip.: ■iiuleed, when you consider the very short time a mid¬ 
shipman can%e allowed to spend out of his ship when she is in port, a very 
siiibI} suAi wdi be found sufficient to cover all iiis necessary expenses: a 
latter'',ttierefiM%''i8 putting a temptation in his way, to ran 4ilto excesses 
dangerous alike te his morals and to his heulih. 

have'isisch pleasure in the |>ropobed correspondence with Charles 
wheot^he embarks; desire linn to write to me as to a friend ; to enpreM his 
thoughts end opiuioira freely, and Uiy atlvice and assistance shall not be 
.wanting, whenerar they'cmi be of service. 

W.. 


' TO* THE RIGHT HON. VISCOUNr MELVILLE. 


is.M* LOHD^ Ma}ft 1818 .. 

E '^dte war of the l^rencii Rcysilpti^n introducod nejtt taclit^ into the 
military science, so the late short war between Britaiivffiddkinerica 
bids^foir ttoiiijfig upon the ocean, in' naval warfare;, a new. d^erlpuou of 

ehipa,-u to capaei ty ft)r carrying lieavyardHerf.' , '. \ . 


It Jbas becu fully proved, dint the three American ships, Presi^ftt, Con- 
ifidjixon, and United-States, were an overmatch fiw Qrhidi frk^l^ carry- 
^ Mig &wfirguiti^ iuid those If sraaUercalibre.-r’ll'liese tbrae ahips wc1« it first 
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4e«i»nate<l to be of the line; but- peace cMM^ ao alteration in their ii]ti> 
mnte oonstrectipa; .and tMt has proved so advantageoof ii|Kmi« trial, that, 
tfac example is Ukefy to be oootinued and exteoded.<^Tbi8 basiaduoed die 
Americans Coeenstruct, on a similar plan, ships of the tine, called by them 
iwo-dedcete; bat which, for war, are more'efFective than a^ ships in the 
British navyi Would it ncuQi^ humiliating in the extreme to tlie British 
nation, were it said to the world, an American (a^dscAer, or ietenUf/purt 
as tliev call them, has captured a British tbree'demer, of 90 or 100 guns ? 
But that tiiis may be not only practicable, but very ^n>bebl%r. the ftircp of,, 
the FmnkKn fidiy demonstrates. According to the statement of an intelli" 
geiitCorreqjondentof. the Naval Chronicle,* tHe discharge of weiglit,of 
metal from her broa<iltle, would be to that of any of our first^rates, some*, 
thing more than four to three; and to one of the British seventy-four's, as 
S'- to 1. What could be expected from a cSnflict with tbe latter, but di&> 
filter on our side i Nominal disgrace it would be, as the matter of foCt 
clearly proves; but still this would be matter of triumph to our^ tramp 
atlantic enemies; it would tend to elevate their national vanity still higher; 
and also be matter of r^oicing to those maritime states over whom the 
British navy has been victorious; while at tbe same time it might tend to 
dispirit the latter, and also the country. ^ • 

From' what has been experienced, does it not become tbe imperious duly 
of the British government, aa^uch as lies in its power, to prevent a repe- 
titioii of the disasters that have befallen her navy, from the inferiority of 
force in action with American ships, called of the same-tote, but every way 
superior f Let us not be above following an example of ynprovemeut set 
us by any nation, much less one where the vital interests of the country atb 
concerned, vriiich involves in its consequences iier«future*proaMrity, iude- 
peiidence, and glory. 4? ^ 

1 do not-know whether that pcrlinacious spirit which exliibited itsoir 
during the Sreneb revolutionary war, still reigns in the Royal DocbiyCrds; 
which imagined itself authorised to flout at the captured French-.sliips, 
although'fur stowage and fighting the^uiis, far superior to those of equal 
rates in tlic British navy : it even called them ** bundies tf lathi!* I by no 
means insinuate that the wiirkinaiishi^, or flrmncss, were superior, or even 
equal to the^itisli ships ; but it was evident to wvery seaman, that Iheir 
models weremperior, and therefore worthy of imitation, 

Tlie Frn^ll^m may be so flouted at, for aught 1 know; but one thing is 
certain, sheeinuld qpt in battle.—My Lord, the essential interests vf the 
country make it your itnpcM'ious duty, and that of his Majesty’s govern¬ 
ment, noS only to over-rule, hut -to silence all objections against the con- 
structidn of ships of xvar, at least every way equal to the ne#>conatraiCted 
Ameri6in two-deckers, Called tbeai seveiity-iour’s, aitliough* carrying 
eight^^Hr pieces bf artillerj^ each dischaigiug a ball oi Jorty-tmo pauheir, 
£ngtMi weight. It would be the height of dogmatic presumption for 
English shipwrights even to whisper, much mure to argue, that any ljivo- 
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4ln|( Ml fU* hMy it oltcililatfd to oopo orith tiMimy «i iam^ 

i^rtoedt Oritb ilOptt Hf tdeOntt. o' » 

^Mi tito AmcricRii gweranent had <teteniiui«d tn htnid dliiptoftlio 
Boo, it eontulted th« toost etperianced of its naval ofltoerot ivho^ bj tbO 
fiye, Vippaair 4| be toientiria men. Let ns chejk my Lerd^ proiitHbj their 
iabOtirs; to the Cbpaoiriet'of their fermidable^pS of the line, let tbdrO U 
, oddcd> if My, the eteomion of the ^lisii shipwright. But, adatf 

dwijf many of these niy be bow laliouriug in the navel drsemdl el 
* JImerica. ' 

Yhe first rates in *1110 British navy atlRne time mrriod lurty.two.poundeM 
oSMiieir lower deOks; but those have been repinced l» thirty>two*pauuder% 
the latt# having been eoD«deretl>mcre< managoableWi battle; and wbat 
|liey wanted'Jn weight, to be mad^ up by the more freqneht discharges 
This, upon triaV in action with the French, has not been found dissdvan* 
lR{!ieou8; nor in our 74*8 enrrsing 39*poander9 against the French SO, or 
4E‘pounds English. But when a F>hip is constructed to Carry 86 guns, enrii 
di^hai^ing tjvrly'itoo pound hnll, tlii» puts another fnce upon die whole 
matter, andeequirea corresponding equipiuent, tn meet it with any proba* 
bility of success* The action of tlie Endj'mioii with the President, liaA 
fully demonstyatrd not only the ^THintnge, but also the nmmty, of arm¬ 
ing British ships of war with artillery of equal calibre with that of their 
enemies. With a small additiuo of metal, epuid not our first rates carry 
43*pounden on tlie lowef‘dtck, and SS-pounders on ihe middle and upper 
decks, wkb cArfOnhdesou the quarter-deck and furecUstie equal in ealtbri 
to the Americatui ? This mode of arming would sull make tbemfnore fisr* 
midable thaq the American slops of tlie fine. Stiould it be sueh weather aa 
to pre«ent|uher from opening their iuwer»deck ports, the dtsadvantnge of 
«eight of inRuf on the side of the British ship, would be compensated bj 
superior number of guns discharged from the middle aud upper deeksi. 
X tNktst Always OOBSidcred the efiects of the fire of two tiers of'funs from • 
ship, s;s imvihg >• decided advantage over tlint of one tbr, although of 
cqutffnumber to tbtfbriiier. Had one of thr British fillies met eit^ of 
the largo Antorioao ships, in suiJi weatlier as she could have (ought her 
loweivdeok g»ni, pltbough carrying but 12-pounders on her maiii-deck, I 
aluiuld faave bedqtpueli disappointed if she bad not given tlw Amcrioaii • 
good drubbing at the least; nor should I have been in amynaiiuer ebtei 
if slie Iwd captured her antagonist. But then the uncert^ty of fighting 
She ioufer-deck to Uto hour of necessity, renders ^reperinus to be prar 
paved fm; all events* A fifty*gen ship, if slie cauu« fight bar towei-decfi 
guns, is not equal to a frigate of 36 guns. 

' As the matrer now stands, it might be advisable to cut down soma of the 
^glisli Utree-dcckers, Md toarmjthpm with artillery every way aqnal to 
tbeFratdilin* fiftiould their services not be required unlit siipjhllpabipa can 
be prsftarad, so much the better fur this country and all oihenb* |iut tlieqq 
IS $0 tipe to fat lust in making due prqpnraiion, .XjUtr LurdM^ip must Itq 
ewu^^ that the American government is pik 6oly i^alkiqg w^ gigautip 
jlfjrHms, in imagination, from the Atlantic to the Pnoifio 4 frudPltie Lake* 

Capuda to Iceland end the frooseo sfai; fruim 4p thii isthmus of 





Dsrin i Iwt w «lia taping lite SeM^witti Iubt vktotfaMM fliitii wti wm 
punuing th»B|ituHy TAnquished, on their oern t h o rf l ff« i » t Bi ll^GOiiikCfj^ 
•hen tnake^a t^oMdy And firopn aed of die neana the Oed Idodoni haa 
poc into her hapda, >t«» preaeiit ihe realiaation of-aucb prcaid and aapiriag 
thoughta, that she may enabled to deihakf the warei^ and trftfhph 
(Met this new enemy, at^fij^as done over dl Theeause is that td 

the,country; >here ail part/'^quesiions sink into in|ig(difieanee atHlcoineinfift 
And what Btiton wilt not say,- confounded iid mose men, or party, arlhiv 
in any manner, abet tbeir country’s humiliaddn ; wtio bave been the cadsh' 
•f her navy being reduced to a aia^*'which 8ouij|d poHcy ought to re|^o> 
bate aloud in the language of undisguised indignation.' ‘ 

But when AiUe#ic4lneans to contend lA earnest f(X the empire of fb# 
ocean, her fleets must boldly seek thq British wbeil\^ePto belbund, and 
however prepared for the conflict. Where one drop of her blood has been 
shed in the late contest, she must expect a gallon to flow ; where one dd« 
lar has been expended on her navy, it will then require a thousand, aqll 
•very soaman she can muster, of all descriptions, instead of haviqg her 
ships manned, as at present, with chosen men. But let It not bd imd^ 
gined tliat these certainties will deter her from making the tHal. 

Your Lordsliip’s knowledge of the histciry of nations, arid'of |fae present 
age, must bavesassured you, that the Republican spirit is restless, proud, 
and overbearing. While it ttyks aloud of liberty and freedom, it desires 16 
domineer and extend its power. While it rises up iii a' rage at what tt 
imagines an insult, nnd'even at the false representationk of nets of aggres* 
stun tm im/ottixens, it cun not only be unjust, but cruel aud* tyrannical, to 
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jealousy. However, and whenever, Britain shatf be cnlthd ||pon io con* 
tend with such a spirit, although it may be fierce and ferocious as that of 
Bepvbiicau France; although it may have sworn never to yield; but 
rather to stab in the deep, or blow itself into the aif; if'dtia prepi^ion 
be Atsaie, the nation wilt have reason to hope, tliat over these her Flag will 
n’iumph on the ocean, as over the fury of revolutionaiy France. '' ' > 

As the Americans are worthy of imitation in the construction of thefr 
ships of war, so are tliey in choosing*situations for' tludr 'Maval establish* 
meats, which are sur in number, for their infdrit Aivyt wliild .^reat 
Britain bas^sevea; and two of these are little more thansr’hame. 
BepCfnrd caraHe considered as little mure than a ddpdt for stores. Its 
siWatton renders ic i||Pective in war, even were its capacity twice al^reat 
as it is. Milfdrd is uT its infancy, besides being situated on a dtfngdrous 
part of thftcoast, which no man in bis sdnscs would approach (biriog ha^ 
south-west gates ^lo preva|cnt), even with a singly ship, mucR leSs with a 
■quadrOiu* • • • * 

’ Excepting Canadian l^kes, the Vnited States of America bAi: 
AM line nf Seaboari, from north to seutli; so that situations with thsm are 
WalyHb be chfisen Mi'Wthat respect; in connexion with conveuicndyi'sht^jl^y, 
and bspaliUty^otfdeibnce.—Great Britain .being environed by the 
and from ^ N.B. to E. Si grid W. having ht^^to contend wtt^ 

■avis^^ r s^ ^ cd esfaUishaieht«-in these quarters^ Four th^'h^gpa 
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IWM i a it Brq i near the ea|tei p part of 

ti^f:3M^G(vvi^^ Qno .^jymot^jc^ aoul rfhat Mil font 

•9(lp|l.«dppto<l) sp^p-efl^ey to navid 

exontioQS oi|,^WAthMiti^.tlhe. ^ceso of miriutodiiious, o^rationa; the 
w^ecti^hiB Briuahj^uiMier has sounded w^'terrific roar, and spread 
*i»iajr throii^h th^ squadlnmSj, of her y8iiqu||^ enqmi^a ; ter 

aanouqih^j^reBd ar||te ; and through the wat^ of which all bomrauoica- 
v?|ionmust Jbe had ^ith her uu^rous and voluble.colonies; with her 
* eastern empire; .and where her commerce occupies an .unceasing inters 
oouraet*—Ought it Viot then to excite^rpiize and estopishment, that the 
c^trjrhps never profltei), (UsAej^^kt to have dom, hjr the oaljf harbour^ 
she posdasses on her south-west coast, near its terinina^on'' in that direc¬ 
tion ? Whi^ she lift squaiadered ^away million's in muddling on navAl 
establidiments, /nuch of wbrnh has yielded no corresponding national 
advantage, she has passed by that harbour, as a matter of course, because 
apparently ignorant of its advantages. It cveu> appears as if Charing 
Crot^hi^ l>e^ thrown,into an uproar, because it was recommended to the 
notice of.goveimmqntt 

Wheth^, my Lord, thi^ has proceeded from palpable ignorance, or 
what, il wpfSf, from unjust professional prejudice, and the ci’avings of 
se^sh desires, surely your candour will allow, that those onuses ought nut 
to stand in the.way of the interests of the country.—IF it should be said, 
ns a plausible excuse, or evasive subterfuge, that harbour is not wliat 
.cuuldhe.desired; what more need be said to expose the weakness of such 
excuses and reasoning, than to inquire,- wherefore arc any sums of money 
expended on the present naval establislfhacnts f WhFrefore at Milford ? 
Wherefore at ^Sfieerncss ? Wherefore at Portsmontli ? Wherefore dt 
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Plymouth ? Wherefore a million and a half, or most probably two inH- 
lipns, to make the Sound a tecute anchorage ? Is expenditure to be with- 
hidd ont^, where the nation would derive the greatest advantages from'^its 
application^? And is tiie government of this country to be guided in a 
.matter of so much national importance, by the representations of'profes¬ 
sional prejudice, and selfishness^—If 1 have read the truth aright, and of 
wtiich I have no'reason to doub^ the’capacities of Portsmouth harbour are 
not equal to those of JFliifmou/A. And as to the" situations, as they miglit 
give effect to tlie operations of the British navy, let buNkiiyone, in the 
least ednversaat in haval affairs, look on them, and the WeHtbrn Ocean at 
the same time, witli^tlie eyes of impdrtialiry, nud thwquestieii will be in a 
moment decided according as tlie.trnth requires. • ™ 

Your Lorddiip must be aware, that the writers in the Naval, Chronicle 
■^%re not meitv^i'i worsbjp pnifessioiml prejudices that oppose themselves to 
the interests of tlu- nation ; that th£y,Hrp not men who bow with blind obe¬ 
dience dt thd shrine of power; but who feel interested in the ptoSpenty and 
glory of tlH’ir country, and labour to promote these. iidpurtiilit ends; by 
respee^Titly. yet at the same time urgently, and updisguisediy, placing 
’^lit^rre fbe'lmtion and her government, errors in her navalaystcqiiijaud ad>»i- 
'^sl^sitfen, that are by bo> means calculated to pmntote -Xliese ends f apd 
improvements which may he beneficial in ad^iug.tbepetd* It cuu be in no 
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Manner derogaWry to 'ybur Lordibip’s jnd)?«#i|e f• tfilnifet %rfon 
hare been inSdWirtentiy Jed into, by those, bee«i4i^^ 

petent to give yon the ’ oeoeitofy in formation | iir^ bdi^tbe sFaim nf ifit* 
founded prejudice, or setfisfi desiresi have' artfully imposed’ ' you^ 
unsuspacting cdnhdefice^ll^can be no realbn^othecountiy, herndfirJ^ 
Xords at the Admiralty^ nllb may have bfen hijiiil full of prajudicei' have 
set themselves iii hostile array, and beat up for voltmtoarS, and fished (or 
all the objections Seif-convenience coUld iovdht, pod misrepresentation* 
devise, to strengthen their oppOs^n to the Natiaa't deriving any con- ‘ 
siderable benefit ffoin the most favourable situation on the coast of QrefC 
Britain, for carrying on naval operations connected with the Westorn 
Ocean.—Some benefit must ever bS derived from it, as is' proved eveiy 
month in the year, from the refuge and»prbteriibn it givef to the'mercantile 
interests of the country during south-west gales; and more conspicuously 
during war, when large convoys and- squadrons, from titno immemorial^ 
have benefitted from its advantageous situation, and found it, beyimd the 
power of contradiction, an anchorage of safety, and wdrthy of the naiioii's 
fostering care. The interests of the country certainly thed required tlmt a 
sufliicieat reason should he given, why such a harbour is to sink under iba 
rrpreseutations^uf ignorance and prejudice^ This can be ifO reason. Let 
these men, professioiitil, or whatever they ^may be, produce this sui^Seient 
reason ; let them, if they cu'ft, controvert the decisive facts related in the 
letters on this subject, addressed to the late Mr. Peccbval. But if this 
exceed tlte powers of their knowledge and sagacity, let the country speedily 
pronounce sentence against theins and trample their spacious argumei)ts 
under her feet. Let her take truth for her guiije, and-heap together the 
tales and representations by which she has been deluded and misled, and 
ret fire to the heap of lubbish, that it may be dissipated for ever. 'Too 
long hre she been deceived on this subject; too long have many naval sub¬ 
jects'been covered with obscurity; too long imd a dogmatical^ narrow, and 
penurious spirit presided over the navy, when your late father (whose 
' memory it respects) began to loosen the niggardly and galling fetters that 
had debased, its adiniiiistration; lyid which you, my Lord, h^ve also 
assisted in rendering more agreeable ; and which^ 1 trusty will not only be 
your study, also your boast and pleasure, while you' fiU that honourable . 
and iiuportoil^oiBce of First Lord Commissioner presiding over the British 
!Navy. And ^hile you must be truly sensible, that in faithfully dischargtngihe 
duties of this high oiire,jhe interest of G^eat Britain require at yopr‘hands . 
ahips of war timely prepared, every way.adequate Lo cupe^with therr adver* 
caries; and in order that their energies may have full effect, Uie choosing, 
fur additional establishmedts, those riyiations nioSt favourably si|uated for 
tills purpose ; without partiality, without favour or respect to any man, or 
body of meg; deciding suiety fur the interests of the country. . ^ 

Your LnrtlbMp 9sip have no otiier motive to ^fiueiipe your decision; let 
me dieiiiJ^ieM^h you to listen to the voice of truth. Had a million |irea, 
gradually la|d out tm the imjirovemetit of Falmouth Harbour, since ^ 
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fftHMgon,' under ibe* mspiee* t>f the late Mr. Pitt and jodr father in 
1Q05, ntanjr timet that sum might have been laved in the tdar*and wear df 
daps of the line blockading Brest: opposition and misrefiresentution would 
iMve received «their death, blow; and the country would have been prdud of 
an at^uiniam ao important*' to her naval operations, by facilitating their 
eaBmimication with die Western Ocean, 




I ani| my Lord, with great respect, 

k 

|iur obedient Servant^ 





On NavtU Education, • 


** Bndeavonr to be Jint in thy calling! whatever it be; neither let any one go < 
before thee in well doing.—’By a virtuous emulation, the spirit of a man is 
exalted within him ; he panteth after famPt and rejoiceth, as a raerr to run 
his course.—The example of eminent men are before him, and liis deliglit is 

to/ollow them." 

• •• 

HR. EDITOR, i February Wtk, 1818. 

O F the new naval regulations lately prodiulgated, which certainly are 
very honourafile to the Admiralty ^ard, as they are greatly fur the 
benefit and encouragement of the service, none gave me greater satisfacr 
tk>n, than that pa* t of them which related to the proper eduration of oiir 
naval youth, by holdingjout additional inducements for men of good cdiica> 
^ion and talents to undertake the important task of becoming their 
instractors, by combining the two nearly allied and important appointments 
of chaplain and schoolmnster. This suggestion, Mr. Editor, was, I 6nd, 
j/int given by an old, and I believe very respectable, naval chaplain, Mr, 
Larwood, who, in a well-wrote essay on the siihject, recorded in the 7th 
Tohime of your truly useful and interesting work (theN.C.) brought it 
more fully before the public, a^^he Board of Admiralty, thin it had pre¬ 
viously been. The peace of Ahiiens, however, was too short* to allo# all 
the advantages of his plan to be then pursued, as in time of war it was 
nearly imponible, from the greet nnmher of ships then in commission, to 
carry, it fully into effect, although its great importance and ufality remained 
the same, and ought to lend tp its adoption, ar far as possible, and to 
extend it to ships of the line and frigates, even during war. Education, 
yvhether atesea or on shore, constirutes the man—.the gentleman—and 
therefore its importance is too obYinuSj and tbo well appretiated in this 
country at least, to require discussion ; in time of peace, our ships afloat 
arej^ai, but the numbers of niidshi|inien and* volunteers serving on board 
are considerable, even al^ough there is little chance of promotion in tbA 
service, but for the fortunate Jew, and of course tim ente^rise and 
exertion of tlie youths who see no rqnd open to fame or fortune in that 
direction, are led to soige other course: * but if the number of our 
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,>outig nav^ heroes ere less, it bccooies us» having so fiiHy the mems in 
our power,* tcv take care that their education cocrespondt with their supe¬ 
rior opportunities of acquiring instruction ; and of the- importance of tfadr 
attaining those superior qualifications as officers, which education pats in 
their power, and which ^iBvates and adorns the naval character.. * • < 

It Is the business o&tbs^jgdtniralty Board, and 1 rejoice to perceive,that 
it has not been neglected, to give the most ample encouragement to facili¬ 
tate naval education, and to put it within the i%ach of our young menf now 
serving as midshipmen; for althot^ some men of superior minds, and per^ 
severance, do labour to attain eduction, even after t^e period when ygipg 
men> imbibe more easily and aptly the rudiments and foundation of kmw- 
Icdge; yet amongst the many, suCh conciuct, however praise-worthy, and 
such pursuits, however noble, will, I feac, only be found followed by 
the /ra). The importapee of early education is therefore manifest; and as 
it is nut every young gentleman, even of the most elevated or respectable 
family, tliat comes on board a ship of war possessed of more than barely 
the rudiments of requisite education ■ or if these rudiments have formed 
part of II considerate parent’s attention previous to his entering bis son into 
the navy, ihe youth must unavoidably be detained longer ashore than 
would, blit for bringing him forward in necessary learning*, liaveleen re¬ 
quired. Witf) proper preceptors fur pur youth on shipboard, and such we 
sliould require the naval cha|*laiiis to be, a more early acquaintance witlia 
sea life might bind the youth’s affection to the serviqo, attach him from 
early habit to its customs, sealon liis tender years to the duties and 
operations of a ship; and ajj this time the chaplbm scI]Oolmas|er 
might impart the necessary instruction of marine science, teach him 
languages, history, and geography; and as a divine, might inspire tlie 
juvenile miud of his charge, witli the sentiments of morality, virtue, 
religion, and courage. 

The present schoolmasters (or rather, I hope, those who lately acted in 
that capacity) might perhaps in some instances be competent to teach some 
of the inferior branches of the maibeinatics, and iiavigatioii; but their piyf 
was only that of a midshipman and pu^.Aniie’s bounty; and raanaers, 
united to tihiiiiics, could not very frequedfiy be discoverable in these gun¬ 
room tcacliers: the absence indeed of the former might be compensated by 
a sufficiency of tiie latter; but it has been too often tlie case, that neither 
the one nor the other distinguished the person bolding such an important 
office; from tvhich deficiency, it is evident, that the appointment demands 
a liberal and well-educated man, whose pretensions shall be sanctioned by 
the combiTicd authority of government, and his own personal and profea- 
sionai repuiutiun. It has ijicrefuru occurred to ino, Mr. Editoj-, that were 
.those great seioioarics of learnitigf ibc Universities of Cambridge und 
Oxford, Edinburgh and Dublin, &c. to have the piivilcgeof recommending 
young men, educated with a particular view to serving in the royal tiavy, as 
chapiiiins and schoolmasttrs, much benefit, and luany important advantages^ 
would reAilc to the navy, and to the young men biiiiging forward in its ser¬ 
vice: the siudenis would hiwe the strongest incuements to diligence and 
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'atteiifion, united eritb Uie hope of being ttseful to themsdves niid othcre; 
and the naval joatbs would more certahUy obtain valuable «nd competent 
in^racton, with adequate emolument, and bighlj respectable appointments. 
To render this establishment p^eetly complete and eSeetive, it might 
be necessary, as in all other departments, to have a head—a Chaplain- 
General, whose business it should be to collect the certificates of their 
proper qualifications, the testimonials of their bding raotal characters, the 
process and success of their lalioUrs, the result of their assiduity, the num¬ 
ber of their pupils, the improvements suggested, &c.; and to embody and 
.repprt, from time to time, on the whole progress and effect of the 
establishment. 

After the termination of a longhand airduous contest, wherein the naval 
glory of England was nobly upheld, and raised to the highest pitch, it was 
to be expected (and I rejoice to be able to say, these expectations will not 
be in vain), that the attention of our naval rulers, and of naval men in 
general, would be easily directed towards the promotion of scientific disco¬ 
very ; with this object also is closely connected and united that of imval 
education, which forms the ground-work of brilliant achievements, whether 
perforoMd against the enemies of our country, or in the pursuit of mari¬ 
time researah,'and useful discoveries : nothing more iiicontesiahl^ proves 
this fact, than the general and admirable exertions that distingnisbed il<e 
youug gentlemen who attended Captains Qooke and V'^ancouver in their 
difiPerent voyages, tp excel in astronomical observations, whilst at llie same 
time they became expert seamen and experienced navigators; and in a 
more recent in^loce tlie same remarks equally apply to the young men who 
filled tlie quarter>decks of the Alceste and Lyra, In all these instances, 
the,high examples exhibited by the commanders and cuniinissioned officei s 
of those ships, had the most fascinating charms to allure the midshipmen, 
called forth the full exertion of their faculties, and stimulated tlieni to 
honourable imitation t whikt their minds were becoming enlarged, and 
their studies and education properly dirLCicd, by the attention and zenlons 
superintendance of the chaplain, or other iiistructors, specially appumud 
for the purpose of forwarding their nt>val education. 

That tlie Board of Ad/niralty are sufficiently aware of the importance of 
naval education, their remarks in the new naval regulations, on the defici- 
enoy of encuuragemeiit/omer/^ bestowed on schoulinasters in the navy, 
afford the most convincing proof; these are no less sensible than judicious; 
and in the present wra of knowledge and geiierql improvement, I cannot 
but t>eiie\e that the minds of musf of tlie officers of the British navy are 
equally impressed with the importance of this subject, and that* there are 
few captains, wlm, on getting the command of ubips, do not use their best 
endeavours to obtain a proper preceptof for die young men committed to 
tfieir^care, who, if left without education, dould never become accom¬ 
plished or valuable officers: perhaps, however, tliere are some iiidifiereut 
men, who feel or care only/or themulve$ ; and if sxuh there are, it must 
be allowed, that was there a Jised system of command, reduced *lo rule, it 
would apply equally well in thk castf as I 'am certain il would in many 
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•there connected widi nnral di^ipline: on tliiB pohit, Hr. Editor, I tin 
gl«d to pei^ivc.th^tlhave already obtained yopr hear|ty co-operation; 
aod 1 trust the tieoie is not far distant, wheq. this additional, this great 
paluable improvement, will be introduced into the servjre, 

In time of peace, there can he no difficult whatever in fijidinjpa suQi* 
ciency of highly qualifiedjjentlemcn to dll the double ofdces (for such they 
should be) of chaplain tu the ship, and preceptor to the young gentlemen 
of the quartcr-decic, provided the provision for them is liberal, and the 
salaries and allowances of the two situations coiflinue to be allotted f«r- 
their comfort tuid respectability': in my opinion,•therefore, a chaplain 
should now be appointed to eccryship in corntmssion of the class of li.ip-'of- 
battle ships and /rigates; whether theyveart lie allowed to sloops, 1 cannot 
so easily determine, although their usefulness would l>e also great, even in 
small ships. I observe with pleasure, ihal Bible Societies/br Seamen haye 
been lately iiUroducetl ; and conneced intimatily with such associations is 
the proper appointment of chaplains ; when I say proper appointment, I 
mean the appointment of men of general erudition, extensive knowled^, 
9nA unhlemithed moral characters. Although the great importance of the 
subject has induced rne to present you with these ubservatioas, I ainat the 
same time most happy in bearing testimony to the early attentionabestowed 
on it by the ^ords Commissioners of the Admiralty : from {hetf measures, 

I hope n^ch good to the service will arise, and I trust their exertions will 
be well seconded by those ol" the capiains in command. Allow me also to 
observe, that those officers now on half pay have present and vaiuahla 
opportunities (if in early life these were wanting) ufinyiroving themselrcs 
in the languages, nnd in general and useful knowledge ; and I am far from 
doubting their inclination to use them, to thcit»owii gFeat advantage, nnd 
the future benefit and reputation of llielr country. Sincerely wishing and 
. hoping that our navy will long maintain its prC'Ciniiicnt greatness, nnd that 
Us best interests, arid the comfort and happiness of its officers nnd men, 
will continue tu furtn the chief conbideratioii of thrise who preside over iu 
must important concerns, 

I am, Sir, &c. 

xjMedior* 


-50 THE RIGHT HON. VISCOUNT MFXVILLE. 


MY^ I.OftD, , 

1 BEG leave to claim your attention, and also that of tlie friends of liu- 
mi'iiity in this countfv, to a Painting uoiv exposed in the Inhibition at 
Somerset-house, on tlie subject of Impressment; viz. No. 285, which it 
ttyled, “•A Press (*ang.”* 

What must be the feelings of those who exprestto much sympathy in the 
cause df Negro Slavery, wlivii they view the scene there represented, and 
tiicJ'telivgs of'distress tlirojighout a/amilp, owing to this brutal system; 
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BS also in iht officer,* who is performing a dutj imposed upon liiifi, perhnpi 
contrajr to ku nuturalfedingt ondrectmvpm thfui^tt dhiiTcbnlifiStiing 
such acts of violence in this boasted lar.d of freedom, towards British sea* 
men, the natural defendert of thdr eountfy$ rights, and vindkatort rf her 
wroagtl • 

This Painting well deserves the attention of t British public, as it gives 
^liem a tme description of those scenes which too often take place under 
this oppressive system. How far this representation is founded on any par*« 
dcular fact, I cannot say ; but it certainly corresponds with an afflicting 
tabs of noe, which was sent.me soon after the pubiicatiotrof my first letter 
to your Lordship, of a young man who was impressed on the day tif his mar* 
riage (as man'y others have been),‘and dragged away from his family at^ 
fnends. This young man, «^.hen going on !>oard, was unfortunat^ 
dfdtncd, through an accident to the boat. His bride followed the same 
day, and on getting alongside, was iuformed of his melancholy rate, on 
which she threw herself from the boat into the water, and perished. 

On seeing (his Painting, my mind was struck with horror, as it appeared 
to me to he the first part of the before>mcnlioned tragical tale; and tliuC 
the young woman who is represented as having fainted away upon the floor, 
was the uiifoctuHate female who afterwards, destroyed licr^lf, as I Itave 
already liientiuned. « ^ . 

Reflect seriously on this Painting, iny Lord,<^and compare the exertions 
of the friends of huiupnity in tlie cause of Negro Slavery, while the double 
debt of gratitude, acknowledged by Mr. Wilberforce to be, due to British 
seatnen, remains ilnnoticcd. i 

The artist who painted l^hls scene, well deserves the thanks and support 
of every British seunmii; us also of this country—'nnd if he will give the 
finishing which I have described, as it was handed to me, and if these ^ 
paintings were to be engraved us a pair, there is no doubt that he would 
meet with all the ciicuurugemliit he can wish for his {>ecuniary interest. 

This Painting has been sold for two hundred guineas, to-Hurrocks, 

near Dunbarton, North Britain. 

I am, with much respect. 

Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servant, 



* This clkims the parficuiur atieiition of every oflfCer in the navel service, as 
the conlendiiig passions of sympathy and duty are strongly delineated in this 
. character. 
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TO TOE RIGHT HONOURABLE VISCOUNT MELVILLE. 

^ On the Increase of the Ne^ 4^ Foreign Posoers. 

•• Britain long hath bom eoroinand. 

And rnled alone the azure main, 

For its charter of the land. 

Which British valour will raaintasa." 

Letter IV, • , 

MY LORD, • ^ , 6(h April, 1818. 

1 HAVE in some formf^ letters endeavoured to draw your Lordsh^’c 
attention to the consideration both of the propriety and tlie best means 
of gradually doing awjy, or at any ra e of restricting inipressineiit, to those 
who have not already served in the royal navy for seven years; and'I have 
also, in my last letter, expressed my ofiiniuti as to the evident policy and 
necessity of increasing the naval force of Britain, with as little delay as 
possible. I have now had an opportunity of seeing the naval estimates for 
the present year, and of hearing the ohservations made during the debate 
on them ; bu( although it was confldently asserted by the Secretary Df the 
Admiralty, that our fleets were nevSr in, better condition, or more fit to 
meet the attack of any foe ;*yet I must confess this does appear strange to 
me, from not having had the good fortune to hear of* a single new line of 
tMttle ship (the Melville from India excepted) being lnui|phcd in the course 
of last year ; nor observing, in nbese estimates, any allotoiciit of niOliey 
for more new ships than were ordered to be huUt som6 time ago. Your 
intelligent Correspondent, J. C. has already informed the readers of the 
Naval Chronicle, that of large ships now building nr ordered, we have 
5 tUree.dcckers, 7 64’s (I trust of the American size), and 7 common- 
sized 74’s ; of 68’s we have 4 ; and of 46-gtin frigates, 34^ already on, or 
soon to be on the stocks—that gentleman’s, observations having been 
written before the production of the naval estimates. I can only join with 
liim in exprc'sing my surprize, thitt considering what is going on on the 
other side the Atlantic, and all around us, somech should be said, and so 
little hitherto actually done, towards preparing a re^'pectahie and formidable 
iiRvy to protect our shores, and valuable colonies and commerce. 

The finaece report on the naval estimates certainly does tell us how 
necessary it is judged to repair and rebuild otir ships, and to make addi¬ 
tions to Qur dock-yards ; aird hnW anxsoiis government is to do all this; 
and yet on inquiring what was done last year, aii^d what is rntended to be 
done during the present, we shay,fj,n(l, tliat the work of last yeir was con¬ 
fined principally to repsiirs^ and that this year, although the new ships a«e 
to'be proceeded on, their size and construction are much less satisiiictory’ 
to the minds of our officers, and of the nation, than the occasion seems , 
very seQously and indubitably to require. To prove the truth of this asser¬ 
tion, 1 need only request of jourLordship.and the Navy Board, to turn your 
atceiitioii for a moment to the accounts we are every day receiving from 
America, and to take notice, that they have already four ver^ fine Ipie-ofr 
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battle ehipi a.float; that they can, >>i a few months, laonch twelve anore 
of the same description, besides increasing their 60-gun ships to §0, with a 
aimilar proportion of smaller frigates, &c. 

There can be no doubt thei), iiiy Lord, that during the next war with 
that country, we shall have to contend with Aiherican sgnafrom, instead 
of single ojrukers, as in the last contest; and if you will Hgure to ynurtclf 
tea or twelve of these ships of the line, with a proportion of 60’s, and fri¬ 
gates,'you must allow'it'will form a respectuhle fleet, to overcome wliich, 
will require the superior ener(;y, ability, skill, and experience of Iliiiisli. 
commanders, and thorough-bred British seamen, cunimainling ships of at 
least ncirly tiniilar dimensions and powers. I believe, my Lot d, with 
pride end exultation, that British otficers and penmen can do wonders-^ 
have often performed them; foi* who amidst her brave defenders have done 
each mighty deeds, and who but British seamen have swept the seas of 
every enemy ? hut surely this cannot warrant the counlty, cannot warrant 
the Board of Admiralty, in demanding or expecting impossibilities at their 
hands. No, roy Lord, this would be unworthy of us, as men of judgment 
and experience. We caa now siitHciently appreciate the powers of Amc^ 
riean shijis of all, classes, and there dues not aupear throughout the country, 
or the' navy, itwo opinions on the subject: it it clearly understood to be 
necessary, that we lit out our old ships in a more efficient and powerful 
manner, mounting heavier guns, with able cVews, and experienced com-> 
manders; and that \<e piorccd with the least possible tlelaj/to build new 
lOnes of ail classet, on models and of sizes correspondent to American 
ships, or those of other powers with whom we shall have most seriously to 
dispute the palm of viciury. I am quite aware that this cannot be accom- 
pliched in one year, but must require a series of years, with active and uii- 
remitted exertions, to accomplish it, to an extent commensurate to the 
wishes of the nation and thejgavy : bat whilst 1 admit this, 1 would most 
earnestly entreat of your Lordship and the Honourable Board, to lose no 
timet but to set in earnest ^oul ejecting it. I trust many of the linc-of« 
^Jjpattle ships recently repaired, may be found capable of mounting more,* 
dud heavier gum, than formerly; if so^ this is so far well; and that of tbd 
new ships now to be built; a proper and sufficient number will be ordered* 
of enlarged dimensions, of all classes. 

I am also.of opinion, that a few of our ablest and most intelligent naval 
officers, who will be, in time of war and danger, selected fo command 
ships of the line and 60's, shouldcbe ordered to prepare and report on this 
subject what improvements they ihkik necessary, or likely to be , advanta¬ 
geous for inerfaasing the efficiency and force of our ships ; ^is would be 
very gratifying to naval officers, and .oulyji just and proper compliment to 
those gallant officers, who are expected to maintaiii Britain’s naval lape- 
riority.—I am glad to see such efforts making to increase the means of our 
huHding and repairing ships in the royal duck-yards. In this respect, also, 
you will find, my Lord, that the Americans are making the most spirited 
and surprising efforts, as three nre planned to be established at Boston, 
New York, and Norfolk; it is certainly of tlie atmpst importensR to be 
ab|e quickly aud decidedly to put forth all our means, in case of any new 
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t'ontesi arising; and tliercfuro the ini'cntion (aniKlt is a n-onderru] cdurt of 
human intwuc) of f.lips for drawing up ships for repair, ai practised s^iih 
the Kent, is at once a glo’.ious achievement of art, and a most elective 
improvement in oiir dockyard practice, tli^rehy enabling us lo give the 
fullest effect to ship-biiilding, and to carry (tn and complete the repairs of 
any numb'et' of ships hy these means, at one and the same time, pfoVidett 
we have a sufficient number of carpent('f'S.->-Having said thus much', my 
Lord, I cannot leave the subject without protestii^, in common witli^raan^ 
judicious and well informed men, against the continuance of o/d system^ 
now rejected by’thr public opinioh as inefficient, either for building new 
ships of inferior dimensions, or fitting, arming, and manning them in ait 
inadequate manner. * * 

In perusing the ednimnnirations of, other writers in the Navar 
C unoNrci.a, I think y>Ur Loidship, and the viliole naval service, ivoiila 
find murA to approve, and little ,io reject. J. C. has already ai>i« 
mndverted strongly dn the injudicious measure of building upwartiA 
of thiity new frigates of -16 guns, and only four of BO: with hint 
} agree cntii-ely in believing, it is the universal wish of the navy, tliaC 
half of^them hud been LeimJcrs in sizr, and ^.nth/mims in other good 
qualiliet. Why, then, my Loid, persevere in thus stinHn§ thi inrreasd 
of our superior s<zed ships P Is it tl'«>nght the Americans will ’give over 
building these, after prulitigg so much already by ilicrn, or is it believed 
that liritain heiicefui tli will always be able to remain at peace with that 
power ; or that our -iO’s will ^ct become inatclicS for them ? before coming 
to either of these conclusions, nyr Lord, inquire w'dlofdinsc naval oificers 
who have served, and fought against tliein, and be athised in time: tlic 
nation can seldom bear levcrses with eqnanlmhy, and least of all, such as 
are entailed *)n it by false Cteconoiny, blind obstinacy, or persevering find 
wilful ignorance. But, my Lord, I do not mean to apply these observa¬ 
tions to your Lordship's administration, but the reverse. 1 entirely go 
.along with your secretary, Mr. Crokcr, in his assertion, that during the last 
five years, woriKamprmcments have been r,Hde in the naval service, than 
(or twenty years before. Your Lordship has done much good already, 
remedying abii'e'>, corrcciing errors, and adding greatly to'the comforts of 
both men and officers. Co on, then, my Lord, I entreat you, with this 
Wcellciit work of improvement and renovation ; let tliem nc*l have good 
spanking ships before a new war, rind my life for their glorious success: 
for these, tney are impatient, and the nation is not less solicitous* to see 
them quickly pat in hand. I truSt we 'shall soon have the Satisfaction of 
kuowii)g*thafi^heir reasonable desire is complied with. ^ 

* 1 am, ,my Lord, * , 

• • 

Yovr Lordship's obedient humble servant. 
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HYDROGRAPHY, PILOTAGE, ^ 

t 

T&E SOUTH SEAS. 


MR. RYMOGIIAPaEII, 

A , VERY imperfpct statement of the discoveries made byLleQtenaflt 
Kotzebue in the ^niith Seas, havitis; appeared in the newspnperSi I 
take tile liberty to‘'send you herewith n more correct acrount of those 
islands he saw on his voyage from the coast of Chili to Kaintschalka; 
perhaps it may prove iiitercstinjCto sohne of tiie rctiders of the Naval 
CfiRONICr.E. 

Several of the islands discovered by Le Maire ynd Shoiiten in the year 
1616, tiiid by llog^tewein in the year 17S3, not havin<> been seen in later 
times, and their situation havion frrquf ntly been made the subject of dis« 
cussion by the most eminent nvdio| 2 ;rnphers in £n«land and France, it was 
made a part of Lieutenant Kotzebue's instructions to search fur these 
islands. Tn consequence of which, liavinp,, on the 98tfi of March, sailed 
from E:?ster. iskiiid, where he staid but a few hours, on act oiint uf the 
unfriendly reception he met with tlipr.n fioin the iiihabitanis, he directed hit , 
course towards the island fir*>t seen by Le Mjtire and Sliouten, and named 
by them Dofi hkinil. Un the 1G:li April, Liciiti-ii-'int Kotzebue saw n loiv 
uninhabited higoon island, cxlendin!: N.W. and S E. 5 miles, the situation 
of which he detefinined to be 14® 50'S, and 1S8“ 47' W. fr«)iii the meri- 
dian of Greenwich. There is certainly no doubt Imt tins island is Le 
Maire's Dog Island. Captain Mnrney, in his excellent history of the 
voyap;cs and discoveries in the South Seas, assumes the latitude of Dot; 
Island to he exactly as Lieutenant Kuixebue found it; viz. 14* dU', and 
186® Sty W. 0 

From Dog Island the Huritk steered W. and 55. and W.b. S.; and on 
the 20th an uninhabited low island was discovcied. extendkig not above Otic 
'league N.N.E. and S.SW. This inland, which has no lagoon, lie! in 
14" 50^ S an(Pl44" 28'SO", and it heing con'idered a new distovery, it 
received (he name of Count KomanzolT. at whose expense this'voyage of 
discovery has been uiiddttaken. llumanzolF Island is not Le Maire’s Soi- 
tkrgrondt, this island being inhabited, and 10 leagues (IS tu a degree) iu 
extent; lieitbcr is it Le Maire's Wuterland$; fur this island Ifias a iagooA, 
which, as I have mentioned nlrendj. is not the ease with ihg island Df 
Romanzoff; porisit Rogaewe'ut'ii Car/s/wff hlnnd, though it isbearlythe 
aame sizej in the first place, Cailshoff is dcsciibtd to have a lagoon, and 
secondly, it is said ti) be situateil twelve leagues to the eastward of the 
Shadclvx islands, whereas Rornaiizolf island In*, about 3" from.lliem. Le 
Allaire and Shouten's course lay piopably too far to the iionliwurd, and 
Bbggewein’s too far to the southward, and so both might easily have 
missed an island that was lost sight of by the Kurick at the distant of less 
than 4 leagues, * 
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On (he 41st of April an island *wns seen, in 14*.41^, and 144” 50' 30", 
with a lagQip(i,cxtfndiu{; N.N.E. and S.S.W. 11 trifles, which wns named 
Spiridoff Island. To me it appears that it is tlie island Oura, (lie western* 
mast of the two islands named hy Commodore Byrun,. JCtn^ George 
Islands. The jmiddie of Oura, according to G'aptain Cook, is situated in 
J4“37'S, and 145* 10'W. estcndiijg N.R. nnd S.W. near 4 leagues. 
Here then every thing agrees, latitude and longitude, es tent and‘direction, 
and has besides, like SpiridolT island, a lagoon. But ns this island lies 4 
leagues S.W. b. W. from Tiookea, or the northernmost of the King George* 
Islands, it might have been supposed that they gught fo liAvesrpn tin board 
the Ilnrick the other island also, which was nut the case, and wiijcli pro* 
hably induced Lieutenant Kntzehue to trike the island he saw to be a new 
discovery. 'J'hc island Tiookea, hou^ver, got having been seen on board 
the Iliirick, is easily be accounted for : the island of Qura is near 4 
leagues in extent, the channel separating it from Tiookea is 2 leagues wide, 
the distance then from the S.K. point of Oura to the island of Tiookea, is 
5 leagues. On seeing the island. Lieutenant Kotzebue shaped his course 
towards the south part of it, and consequently was from Tiookea at a dis* 
tance of 6 leagues, or perhaps more ; lunv these low dronned islands can¬ 
not, acco*rding to Lieutenant Kutzebue’s own description oCtlipini*he seen 
at a greater distance than 5 leagues, ajid tlius he was at too great a distance 
from the northern island to have seen it,* I should nut have the least 
doubt concerning the identity of the islands 8pii-utnd‘ and Oura, if not both 
Commodote Byron niul Captain Cook had (mind th*s island ^to he inha* 
bited; Lieutenant Kotzebue, on the contrary, does noUoicntiuti to hare 
seen any at all. But tliis uhjection inlglit easily be uhviated, by con* 
sideriiig, that the habitations are most likely situiRed on the non hern part 
of the island, probably in order lo be nearer tbeir neighbours of the islaflit 
Tiookea, and Lieutenant Kotzebue saw iiotbing but the south part of 

Ourq, ^ 

I may he permitted here to state, that on tlie latest charts of the South 
Seas, and on tlyisc comprising the Sniiili Sens, two oilier isiniids in tho 
same parallel are delineated, exactly siiiiibir to those of Oura and Tiookea; 
Probably the iiulhurs of tlicsc charts have thought proper to consider the 
two islands diseovered by Coiiimi>«b>re Byron, Vj be diflerent from lliosa 
discoicied by Captain Cook in 1774, tlioiigh tliqre cannot be any (Joubc 
hut they are tbe same : Cnpiaiii Cook at ica>-t thought so. Prom thelati* 
tude and dArription Commodore Byron has given of his King (George 
islands, he, notwiihstanrling a diiTcrence *i)f 3* 64'in loiigilude, iirimedi- 
al«ly recrign'ized tiie islands Oura and Tmokea to he those kslaiiHs. (Cap* 
tain Cook’o Vovtige to tiye South Pule, 1st vol. 4 >age S14). I shall soon 
attempt to prove I'lat these two %iiwnN are the tame with Le Maire apd 
SbputQiiH island of Soiidcr^ondt. 

Lieutenant Koi/cbuc continuing his course to the westward, saw, dn tips 
2Sd April, land on both sides ; viz. to the S.S.E. nnd 5. S.W. ] the firs^ 
was Cook’s Palliser islands; but tlic land to the S.S.V\'. be took to be a 
ii«w discovery. lie passijd through the channel th.it separates both 
groups, and shaped his course towards the latter land, w liioii cuuuatcd of 



^468 uifi)no(jRAPi|Y. , 

• string of l4>w islands, connected tngetlibr l»y a reef of corn! rocks. I’tic 
extent of this chain of islands, along which he sailed wuluty)ne mile of 
them, and which he named Rurick Islands, utnounts to 40 miles, tliC'Cir* 
'^cuin/ereiice pf the whole he estimates at about 20 leagues. The N.E. point 
dr thene islands Iies.in 16° 1^'S. and 146° 32'; the west point is 16° ^'t 
and 146° 61'; here the islands took a direction to the northward. On 
rodiiding tbd S.W. point, which is situated in 16° 30', land was seen from 
the mast head to the > southward, and S.S.W. The string of Rurick’s 
islands may certainly be <;onsidere4 as a new discovery, thougli it is not 
improbable but the eastern part of them is the sanie laud, which Captain 
Cook| on being near Uie third of liis Palliser islands, sa>y to the N.N.£> 
nnd by him was called the 4tli of the Pailiser islands, lying 6 leagues wfst 
from the first qne. At the distance Captain Cook was from it, he could 
not but take it to be an isiand* of small size. This 4th of the Palliser 
islands is the island called by Raggeweiii Sister, niui' is on I'lcurcu’s chart, 
of Roggewein’s discoveries the smallest of the Shadeiyk islands.* 

Ilardly had lieutenant Kotzebue lost sight of the Rurick islands, than 
land again ]iove in sight, bearing W. b. S.; this proved to be the same 
island that on A rrowsmith'a chart bears the, name of Dean. It consists, 
like the* Ruricly islands, of a range of low islands, some of them, however, 
of a' considerable size, connected together by a wall of coral rock.' 
lieutenant Rotzebue sailed within a mile of the shore, along the 
t^hole southern part of the island, which'in a direction £. b. N. and. 
'Vt'. b. S. ext|nds 72^ miles. The east point of it, SO' to the westward 
-Of Rurick’s islands, is situated in 16° 16', and 147° IS' ; from its western 
poi'nt in 16° 00' S. and 14&° 22' 30", the ctiain of islands takes a direction 
to tlie N.E. There can hardly be a doubt, but the island which Lieutenant 
Kotzebue calls, according to Arrowsinith’s chart. Dean Island, is the same 
which Commodore Byron named Prince oj Wales humd, and on some 
charts appears under the narge of Oaiina. According to Byron, it is about 
^ leagues in length, lying east and west in 16° OO' S. and the westernmost 
end of it in 151° 53' W.—3° 54'=147° 69'. (Hawkesworih’s Collection, 
vol. i. page 107.) The astronomer, V/ales, makes the longitude of this 
point 147° 48'. We see then that the latitude, longitude, the direction of 
the coast, and the extent, agrees exactly with Kotzebue's Dean island: 
The difierece of 13 miles in extent is to be accounted for by Lieutenant 
Kotzebue’s sailing along the south side, and Byron along the north side of 
the island, which must be of a few miles less extent than the s^uth side; as 
we know, from LiGUlenant Kotzebue’s survey, that from the west [mint 
the coast trends to the northward, consequently Byron, not having-seen the 
w;est end hqt I'he N.W. epd of it.|: Captain Burney, page 451, 3d vol. of 
his history^ is of opinion, that ByrOn’zi Prince of Wales island b the same 


* That Cook's Palliser islaads are the same with the Shadeiyk islands, ii 
admitted by. all Hydfographers. , 

t In Byron's,accouQt it is said, that he sailed aloqg the south sidp of it; hut 
considering Q\i:ry thing, this uiust be ao liydrographibal erior*^ 
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I.C Maifc and Shnuten*s Vlkghen Eyland; fur of alt the low islands 
known wfwcl* have been discovered in the Pacific Ocean, Prince of Wales, 
island is the only uiie, the extent of which agrees with the extent given to 
V'Heghpn island. Acrurdiiig to Shouten’s journal, this island extends 
W.N.W. and E.S.K. as far as they were ahleto see; and so it not* inly the 
9 ize, hut the direction also, which agrees remarkably well. We may then 
safely adopt the opinion of Captain Burney, and efface from the charts tho 
names of Dean, Prince of Wales and Oatim^and siibstitnte foe it thf 
name of V(icghen, given to it 200 years agii. * * . * 

Due wesi, 15miles from the west ^nd of Vli(;ghen Tsland, they discovered 
on board the Rurick another low island, exactly like the one tliey bad jusk 
left, viz a number of small isluiitis coifliected by a reef of coral rock; this 
island is ot a tr;aiii!ular form, andais u^yiards of 12 leagues in cii;cum> 
ference; it has a marji of distinctioii which most likely belongs to none but 
this island. Oat of the middle of ,ilie lake, or lagoon, which with few 
cscepiions is peculiar to all the low islands, another island, wel! covered 
with trees raises itself, and forms the singular appearance of one island 
situated nithiii another. The centre of this island, to which Lieutenant 
Kotzebue gave the name o£Krusenstern, lies, according to his observations, 
in 15° (Kf, and 148° 4l'. Commodore Byron having sailed ajon^the nortix 
side of \Mi?gh*cii island, and from tlfpnce steered N. 82° W. be could noi^ 
possibly have been that islni^l. 

No^ displeased to have attained llie end of this dangerous labyrinth. 
Lieutenant Kotzebue now shaped his course towards ifie islands of Bauman. 
Not having found them therej where Fleurien suppoaed they might hs 
situatt'il. It may now be assumed with some certainty, ^hnt the opinion pro* 
nouiired by Dairymple, Roberts, and latterly ^y Captain Burney (vol. iv> 
page 577), that the Bauman islands are the same with Jivugainrille's liles 
da Hi/tvigulcurs, may safely be adopted, however warmly it has been con* 
tested bv the learned and ingenuous Fleurieu. Nor could Lieutenant 
Kotzeliue h»d tlic two islands that Roggewein took to beShouten’s Coco?, 
and 'Iraitofs iblands. and by Fleurieu wire named Itoggca-ehi iilandtf 
nor till I'-hiiids TienUosen and Giiininger, of which Captain Burney 
belieied iliuy mav be the sonthern of tlic Salmon islands. 

On thp dOih .‘\prii, they saw the Penrhyn islands, discovered in the year 
2788 by Ca|}iuiii Sever, of the ship Lady Penrhyn ; they are composed of 
a group of low coral islands, numerously inhabited by a race of hand* 
some neupflei not unlike those ot Nukehiia. ’llto latilnde o4 tliese 
islands was iibcertaiiied* SJ® F 30* S. und*the longiliule, 157° SV 30* W. 

SiuipiHg his course from the Penrhyifibl.'inds to the northward, Lieutenant 
Kotzebue wished to get lyglit of the range of islauds discovered in 1788 by 
Captain Marshall, of which the J^uigfhve islands are the southefnmost, and 
(iilbei't islands tli? jijirtl^rnmujt. .In N..ttJid,lfiJ'’4?'. and iiv 

9° 46' N.*aiul 188° 30' no islands were seen, although llie chin ts he bad on 
board taught him to expert to find here the Calvert and Chatham islands. 
Accordflig to Captain Marshall (Governor Pliilips’s voyage to Botany Bay, 
pbge ^49. 266.), a group uf islands was discovered by him, between the 
8ti) and 9ih degree of latitude, aud about 189° 30' W. and two islautb in 
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9?-d0'tf. and 190* 30*, were named by him Gilbert hlanis. rfLicut^ 
Kotzebue had had on board Captain Marsiiall’s original acccvmA, he cei^ 
tainly i«l>ould have continued bis search till he reached the longitude of 
189* SO'j aii^ 190® so', as given to these islands by their original disco- 
▼crer, but since his time diminl^&hed by more than 1^®. Tt iscnot nnlikely 
that the island in 6° 00' N. and 190* 4', discovered in 1809 on board the brig 
Slizabeth, and named are the same with tlie southernmost of the 

Ablgrfive islands, though these last are placed 1^* to the eastward of 
them. „ . ■ 

Onlhe21stMay,twogrcupsnf low tnhabiled islands, lyingN.andS.sepa¬ 
rated by a channel two miles wide, was discovered, in 11® 11'N.and 190*9'W. 
Lieutenant Kotzebue, not binding on the chans he had on board any island 
in this lat. and long, he considered them to be a new discovery, and named 
them Kutvsoff Islands. If these islands have been discovered before, it 
mnst have been by Captain Marshall, in 1788, but from the account of Ida 
voyage, it does not appear that such a discovery was made. On leaving 
the Oilhert islands, which he took to be Anson’s Barbados inlands, in 
N. and 190® 38' W. it is said, page 0<H—Having now a clear na|^ 
gatioii, they prosecuted tlicir voyage, witlioui meeting with any thing wor¬ 
thy of, notice.' These words might convince us, that in that voyage no 
islands were seen in 11® N- ; yet wc fmd, on a chart that accompanies this 
account, and on which the tracC of the Scsi^horuiigh is delineated, two 
islands, in 11®N. and ,188° W. named Ballon Islands ; and in 12° N. and 
191® 15', a single island, Dawson ; so that it remains u matter of doubt 
whether these fiulRni islands actually exist in the longitude assigned to 
tlicm, or whether they are the same with the Kutusoff islands, which a 
difference of 2|° in longitiule hardly leaves room to expect. At all events, 
thti8*much is due to Lieutenant Kutrebuc, that he has not only assigned to 
a consideralde group of islands their true latitude and longitude, but he 
has ascertained also the limits of a dangerous reef that surrounds that 
island, to the extent of 15 miles to the northward, and 12 miles to th^ 
westward. 

.The Ruiick arrived on the 18tli of June, at the port of St. Peter and 
Paul, the true longitude of whicli, hy the nhseirations nf Captain Cook, 
Iji Pcruiise, and by onr.‘tlv€8, is 201° J6'40". Aaorduig to Hardy's 
box chronometer on board t!ie Uiiiick, (he longitude of the port waz 
201° 15'30*; by liarraud’s pocket eliroiiometer, ilic ion^iiiude was 201°3J'; 
SI that (he longitude of all the islands seen in this voyage have been settled 
by the excellent watch of Mr. IJaidy. 

AUhougii not ail the islands discovered hy the Dutch navigatorc in the 
beginning of tf>e 17tii avd 18th centuries, iinv,c been found again by 
IJcutcnant Kotzebue, yet it appeal s 'frs»n> tlie foregoing account, that the 
voyage of the lluiick throws considerable light o|> their situation.. As it is 
not probable that they will soon be searched for again, 1 may he permitted 
to venture a few observations on the knowledge uc have till now acquired 
of them. > 

I 

Iaj Maireand Shouten discovered, between 14*30', and 15° 46'S. and 
138’ and 149® W. a Zone, called hy Flcuritu, le Mcr Aluuvaise de le 
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iitaire et Shouten, the foUowinsjislands:—1 Dog inland; 8.Sondergrondt; 
3. VVaterlandt; 4. Vlieghen Eyiand. Eleurieu* discovered, in the aaind 
tone-—1. t^nrlshofT; 2. the Pernicious islands ; S. Aurore; 4. Vesper aii4 
the Lnliyi’inth. The islands discovered sinde by Itoggewein lie witiiout tbfe 
limits of this dangerous part of the Pacific Ocean. * ^ • 

We have Already seen that Le Maire’s Dog island has been foniid agaih 
bj the Rurick; and as to VliegArn Eyiand, I think nobody will dis¬ 
pute the justness of Captain BurncyV liypothesis|AS to the identity of that 
island and Byron’s Prince of Wales island. Wlip^ remains as yet to*be re¬ 
discovered, are the islands Sondergrondt and Watg-landc. VVith respect 
to the first, it appears to me prohahle that B^^oe’s King Oeoirge islands, or 
the islands Oura and Tiooke.i together^ are what was called by Le Maire, 
Sondergrondt; fur if you take them both to be one island, the description 
Byron and Cook have given of theftj, agrees exactly with the description 
given of the island Sefndergrondt. Tiookea has m an K.S.E. and W.N.W. 
direction, 10 leagues in circnmf^-ence. Onra lies 2 leagues S.W. b.W; 
and its extent in n N.E. and S.W. direction is 4 leagues; both then toge¬ 
ther, including tire channel that separates them, may have an extent of 18 
le.'^uc.s. Accouliiig to Sliouten’s jonrna), Sundergrondc is n low island, 
will) a kigonii, encircled by n narrow zone of inhabited land, ajid its et- 
Icnt in a N.R, and S.W. direction 10 nci-iuau leagues, the liAitude yf the 
island is atone place said to he ltFj° OC'S. at .’mutlier 14° SO'; all this 
ngrees remarkably well wi-jp ibc low i'lhinds of (Jura and Tiookea, but 
above all has the distance between Sondergrondt and Dus; island cimviiiced 
me of the identity of ihe former, and those two islands. According to 
•Shouten, it amoiitiis to 100 Gorman leagues ; the true*d:staiice is 14.i°—- 
to lGy“ 47'=6'’ I;j', or abme 00 Get man Icagjjcs ; a gi‘e.ater coincidence 
then of distance in a run of 4 days is not to be expected. If there was 
besides hetwecii those two islands, an island of the size of Sondergrondt, 
ueithei (lomnjodi.re Byron nor J/ieutcnaiit Kotzebue could have missed it; 
nor could iiave Le ]\laire and Sliouten, on their passage from Dog island 
toAvards Vliegten i'.yland, missed the King George islands. It lemains for 
me now to remoAC an objection lliet no duiibt will be made against the 
idcnlitv of ttio»e islands ; r.*?. 'nsw I,c Mairc and Shouten have taken 
two islands for one. Tlie separation of the twq,islands ceitainly could not 
have escaped tiieni, if tin.}’ had sailed in the ilay time along these islands ; 
but from the journ.il of that expedition, it is evident, that the Dutch ships 
made tlie noi tli end of Sondergiondt on llic evening of tlie 14th April; that 
after sun-set they stcerpd along tlie castAyn side of the island, towards the 
south end of it, running 10 leagues S. ^.W. or what is the same, the whole 
length of it; and as the land was to leeward of them, the/hips certainly 
did not come very near the land during the nighty on the following morn¬ 
ing, the I5ili April, they stood t?)As*ards the land, where they hail commu¬ 
nication Atfitli the inhahitairts (Recncil dcs Voyages gui out servi a t'etablisse*' 
vient de la Compagnet fits Indts, tom viii. page 1J2—145; and Burney’s 
Chruiinlogical History, 2fi vol.) it may then easily be conceived, that they 
did not see the channel separating the two islands. 

If then tlie island of SoiiflergroLdt be the same with the islands of Oura 
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iiad Ttoojtoa* there i> only the isiaad VKrfterlandt left to be re'diecovered.- 
AoQOtding t<i the deecriphon we have of it in the account of Le^Maire and 
Sbeuten’s voyage, it is small and uninhabited, without cpcda*nut trees, to 
German leagues to the westwdtd of Sondergrontlt, in l4" 46', and prnba^ 
bly there it may yet be found. The only modern navigators who might 
have seen her is %rdn, whose course, if it was too nortlierlyi might, on 
account of her small size, easily have missed her; nr he passed her during 
the night. The other diicotreries of Le Maire and Shouten do not belong to 
\i)is dlscussiurt. \ 

Tlie hrst discovery,of RoggUwein made in these scat is the island Carl* 
shoiF. I have already proteVl that this island is not the one discovered by 
TJeatenanc Kotzebue iu 14" b7*S, And I 44 " 28' SO", and as its situation is 
fcaid to be 12 German leagufes to the eastward of theShadcIyk islands, it 
may yet be found in 15" 20'3. hiid lAs" 20'. 

Roggewein’s Shadelyk, or Pernicious islands; are'the same with Coqik’s 
PalliteMsIands. ' 

Roggswein discovered to the westward of the Sliadclyk island*;, at the 
distance of 8 German leagues, a smalt low island, which he called AuHbYe, 
and the same evening another, which received the name of Vesper. Tiic 
JSrst islaqd may be the same whicti Lieutenant Kotzehue, on rounding the 
sontlhend of the Rurlck islands, saw to tlie westward of'the Shadelyk 
:'..l iikJ. Indeed, if the discovery, of tins isUniid is not a fiction, it cannot be 
found any where else; fur allowing Uoggeweiit to ha\e continued his course 
from the northern Shadelyk island instead of the souihcrn, he could not but 
fall ill with the extensive string of the Rurlck islands, having'a circum> 
fermce of no less than 20 leagues. If, then, the land seen by Lieutenant 
Kotzebue is the Lland /ff Aurure, its situation will be, 14" 45'S, aiul 
Hft" 55*, and that of Vesper ih the same parallel, and about 147° .'lo' W. 

A much more dHficuIt problem to solve are the islands called by 
Roggowein the Lal^riHth, and described to be a group of islands lying close 
to each other, six of which are said to be of considerable size, and having 
together an extent of SO Geitnan leagues. It has been by some supposed, 
that the Labyrinth of Roggewein i.s the same with Byron’s Prince of Wales 
island, or wliat is the same with Sbouten’s Viiegten Eyland. A chain ot a 
number of islands lying elcse tb each other, having an extent of 2°, docs 
certainly agree with no Other island but Viiegten, which we know has aii 
extent of 14 ", and if, according to Behrens, Uoggewein did sail between 
the Labyrinth, it might’be supposed that he sailed tliroughche channel 
separating Viiegten P.yland from that one which Lieutenant Kotzebue dis* 
covered to the westward of it, and which of course he numbered ar belong* 
ing to the Labyrinth j but many objections may^ on the other hand, be 
oflered to this hypothesis. 1. Roggeweiii estimates the distance between 
the Shadelyk Island and the Labyrinth 25 Germari leagues, whefeas it is 
hardly. iO; and if we would alldw Roggewcih nut to have seen the eastern 
part of it, we shall not haVe the extent of 30 leagues. 2. The isle Aurora 
lies tb the eastward Of the eastern part of Viiegten isle, and even* the isle 
bf Vefeper is not situated to the westward of i^; yet Vespfr is said to be 
situated to the westward of VHoghten, and Roggewein sailed'u whole dap 
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from tlie 4sle of Vesper till he reached the Dtbjryith. 9, Aeeordiojit Co 
Bhercns, tlip l^abyrinch, and the Shadelyk islands, are situated in UiesttiiMi 
parallel; vis. 15^ 40^ Vlieghten isle, on the contrary, is in 15" 10'S. 
Fleiirieu cuiitends much against the identity of the Labyriptli and Princo 
of Wales islitjid; and if bis suppositions havo not always been'toorffirmed, 
yet the opinion of this learned and ingenious man is never to be slighted. 
Lieut. Kotzebue, who by exploring that land he had in sight, was led as faras 
143®, could not explore the parallel of the Shadelyk islands. If, theij, the 
Labyrinth actually does exist, these islands must b^situated in 15® 45' and 
about the longitude of 148° 149°. It is, indeed, muCh to be wished, that 
they may be looked for by the first ship sent on discovery. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most.obedient humble servant, 


Sternhoffin Ekslonie, 
Ma^ 1817. 



THE STRAIT OF SUNDA, . • 

^ • • 

The Ilydrographer of the Naval Chronicle is gratified in announcing, 

that the indefatignble Ilydrographer to the' lion, the East India Company, 
James HoRsauncu, Esq. F.R.S. has just published a new Chart of t.U 
Strait of Sunda. He has carefully examined this chart, which, from tba 
known accuracy of Mr. Horsburgh, cannot fail being an^invaluable acqui¬ 
sition to the masters of all vessels navigating that partofjihe world. 

Mr. Horsburgh’s explanatory remarks are as lolfows. 

** The basis of this chart, are, chronomctric at^ncasurenients from Bafa- 
via to Java Head, by Captain Lestock Wilson and myself, corresponding to 
one mile, and corroborated by Captain Wilson's connected chain of tri¬ 
angles between these places, extending also to North island, to Crockatoa, 
and the circumjacent islands: together with observations for the latitude, 
taken carefully in several places. , 

The principal points and peaks in the narrow part of the Strait, have 
been laid down from transit bearings of each other; and that part will 
probably be found almost equal in accuracy to a regular survey. These 
valuable materials were supplied by Captain Owen, R.N. Captain T, 
J.ynn, Capttlin T. Ward’s journal, and by Captain Krusenstern, wlib pub¬ 
lished at St. Petcrsburgfi, in 1813, an excellent Memoir and Chart of the 
Strait offSunda. 

The variation of the needle is very small at present in the space con¬ 
tained within this chart; observstfidh^taken lately at Batavia, gave a few 
minutes easterly variation,#and aftSward a few minutes westerly; but it i| 
thought to’ be about half a degree easterly in the Strait, and prdbably 
also at Batavia.” 

M<. Itorsburgh has dcdicat^ this Chart to Captain Erusenstero, of tba 
Imperial Russian navy. ^ 

Iiat).<Ci)ron. Vol. XXXIX, Sp 
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[Colitinacd from page 405.] 


T he Emperor Francis solicited an interview, which I granted him in a 
^ pit. He asked for peace, and 1 gave it hitn->as [ did not see that lti» 
.Gouittrj' would be of a'<y use to me, not being yet ripe for revolution. 1 o 
diminish his strength, 1 demanded V'^enice for Lombardy, and the Tjrol for 
Bavaria, that 1 might strengthen in} friends at the cost of luy enemies; 
W'hat less could he demanded ? Not thinking it a tiinc to dispute, I judged 
it expedient to sign the p^cc, and oft'ered it at the same time to the Rus¬ 
sians, but the Emperor Alexander declined it. 

This was an honourajile firmness; fur, b} accepting peac^, ,}ie,would 
have shared in the liumiliati'm of tl.c Austrians ;—hy declininghe 
evinced a constancy under adverse circumstances, and a cuidideuce in for¬ 
tune: and from bis hrtnncss 1 concluded that the fate of the wKirld depi^yfdtd 
on ns two. 

The campaign was renewed. I followed up the retreat of the Russians, 
and,entered Poland, where a new theatre was opcucil to our arms. I 
came to witness this ancient land of anarchy and liberty bowed be¬ 
neath a foreign yoke. Tlie Pules awaited iiy, arrivi*! to release them from 
it. 1 confess I did,not av.ail myself of the advantages which might have 
been derived from the Poles ; this negligence was the greatest es-Tor of my 
reign. T well knew that it was csscniiuily necessary to oiganizc this couii- 
.tfjt as aiiafrier to.Kussiijij and as a counterpuiic to Austria; but circum¬ 
stances at *11115 time did not coincide with the e&couiion of this plan, nor 
did I think the F’oles in every respect capable of advancing my plans. They 
hre an enthusiastic and inconsistent nation, wlio do every thing by fits*af 
fancy, and nothing on system;—tlicir enthusiasm, although violent, is m.t 
stable; the character of this nation necessarily iivvolves its ruin. Neverthe¬ 
less, by giving to this coimcry a plan, a system, uiid a fonudation, tliey 
might bc£oioe in lime a res^iectablc luiiion. 

Although it was -my character to leave tli.'.igs unfinished, I 

abandoned the organizai4>,t)^f Poland, instead of giving ii the consistency 
which it needed, which 4^c^ionpd.jpj&great loss. 1 miu-ched ni the rigor 
of the ^winter through tlte regions of the Noftli, The beljiiviour of tli« 
soldiers was highly creditable tujhem, not giving the slightest iwdicatiuii of 
unwillingness to eiicomitcr^lie sev^fitv of the climate. 1 Jiad to couibat ati 
army in posse>!'iun of the country, and habituated to the cliinatt:. which 
awaited me on the fruiitk-rs of Russju. I, however, resolved to atliick it, 
ill preference to snlTering the spirit a^,i^iurdincss of luy troops to relax lu 
bad caiitonuicnts. 1 engaged the eiiclny at Eytau. Thu buttle tvus bloody 
Aiiid indecisive. ^ 

If the fiussiaiis hud attacked us on the following day, they would have 
certainly beaten us; but, fortnnutciy, their generals are not disposed to re¬ 
solutions of such a nature. Tlicy gave me'Vime to attack t-hciii iirFried- 
land, vvhtie the victuiy was kis doubtful.* The Empcior Alexunder, after 
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havin^lrepidly defended himself proposed peacf to mfe; and as it was 
lionourabl^^st^ bot,h nations, for both had fought wkhyequal valour, it was 
signed at Tilsit, and signed, as the Czar himself can testify. 

Such was the result of the first attempts of the coatition'jigninst the em¬ 
pire which I bad founded. My arms acquired new glory; but the c(hestion 
betiveen me and Europe was still undecided;—'my enemies, nlthougb hum¬ 
bled, were not subdued, nor yet desisted from prosecuting their machina¬ 
tions against us. ^ 

.Although nearly in the same circumstances, I sigfTcd the peace, foreseeing^ 
a new war. Jt wus certain, so long as tiie fortune eff arms produced no 
new combinations, und while England had an exclusive interest in prolong¬ 
ing it. • • 

I, however, Judged it proper to .-^yail myself of the repose I had given 
to the Continent, by consolidating the foundation of the empire, in order to 
gitc it more consistency, the better to sustain Any future attacks. The 
throne was hereditary iu iny family,commenced anew dynasty, 
which time was to consecrate, as it has legitimated all others. NiTcrown 
siflOa that of (Charlemagne had been conferred with so great solemnity; 
for [ received it at the desire of the people, and with the sanction of the 
church. * It would have been a positive inconsistency that piy faiiuly, thus 
ciilled to guvefn, should have bce^coiifounded witli the other classes of 
society. » 

1 waa rich in conquests, aild it was my duty to unite closely these states 
to the system of the empire, in order to augment its^cight, fur common 
inieresls are the only bond beiwccn nations; the e^tabli^iinent, therefore, 
of un entire community br-twecrl my empire and the conquered states, Was 
judispciisahlc. Ibit this was not to be e(li'CledBMiiiout*changing their an¬ 
cient social order, giving to them that of tcy empire, and placing at hhe 
head of these new institutions sovereigns iiiterebted in maintaining them. 
*AI1 this I accomplished, by placing my family on the vacant thrones. 
Lombardy was the must essential of these states,* ns it would be always 
an object of desire to the house of Austria. I was nut willing to give it 
the satisfaction of seeing one of my brothers on that throne. 1 alone was 
capable of sustaining the iron crowA, and therefore I placed it on my own 
head. I ihiis excited a much greater coididetice in the Lombards, as I 
connected my destinies with theirs. This state took the denomination of 
the kingdom of Italy, because this title was more pompous^ and more flat^ 
tcring to the^iinagiiiation of the Italians. 

The throne of Napics-was also vacant, fl'lie queen, Caroline, after Wving 
inundate^ the streets of Naples with hleod, and delivered up her kingdom 
to iheluigllsh, had been again expelled. This unrortunnte ceuiitrv needed 
a sfl^meign to deliver it from vengc^cf and anarchy. One of my brothers 
occnpifi^ltlii^Hirone. 

lloIlancFnad long lost tlfe energ^vliich characterizes republics, anfl had; 
no longer the power of representing one—it had gjiven a convincing proof: 
of this ip the disembarkaMon of 1799. Resides, 1 could not persuade my¬ 
self that it had any desire foiy iife Orange family, from the manner in which 

* iu which thtie wj^rc vacauir throues, Tbans. 
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1 IteWhPd bot ope repoUk^ which was that of the Swi^iw-not haring 
any interoit ip diep|e!hg the inetitutioni to which they were eoeuttnmcd. 
My OQ^KlHtV IB IhiaeouDtry was iimited solely to the pre\ entmi; fheir eutting 
pPe enotherV throa'i, notwithstanding which, they nerer ahPWtd tbeoi* 
priaet puieb pleased with me. 

Having giien this foroi to the Allied States of France, and Depehdants 
^ the Bmpiie, I was obliged, at the same tune, to annex 4o the mother 
country other portions of territory, in order to preserve an etfwhbrium m 
the whole system. With this view, 1[ annexed Piedmont to France, and 
not to Italy. On the s ime principle, I annexed Genoa to Parma. These 
aggregations weie of little importance in themselves, («r I could have made 
all these people good Italians,^.. * could never haxe been made more 
than OiJm iry Freiirhiuen. But the empire did npjt. oonsisi p|dy of l^iPce^ 
but the States of my family, and of loreign AU^ It w|a (htrelbre 
necessary to preserve a due pieportion between thhse three elements. 
Xaefa of the new allianeex brought w/th it a new connection, and in tnth 
the ptiblic was always exclutning agai lyt my uinbiii »n But my ami itiuu 
never consisted merely in the possession of a few square leagues, more or 
1ms, bpt in randenng my cause triumphant. This c luse, however, consisted 
not only ip opinions, not in the weight which each of the parties could throw 
into the balance, qnd in it square leagues weiii,hed, for it is of square Ic lies 
tfasft the world is composed Therefore, I augmented the mass ul ilia 
Avees nhidt I could put". motion. 

To efiect ail these changes, neither skill nor courage was necessary—a 
aingtaactof my will was sufficient, for all these countries were too small 
to l^vp one contraiy to mine They tdl depended on he raoPon given to 
tiw totality iri the Impenat System, the centre of which was in France. 

It was necessary next to consolidate my work^v gnmg to I ranee insti¬ 
tutions conformable to the itow social order which she had id tpted—to 
eregee for {nysell mv age, as for it I had been created. Having been a 
sofifler, I was now to hfctfhie a Ii^wlatoi. 

It sms iapossihie tp ttoA* tha Revointton letmgrade, for that would 


have ^en to subject the ttf«ng to the weak, ^irhich is contrary to nature. 
Il isjin.»'“'*'''wy, tbeiiefore, to pMSfrve tbe spirit of it, und te adapt to it 
tollinamgouaty|Simof legistutor?. t created what followed.—That sys- 
MM sidU ^Hxiikc Imm left to Eoropc an mberttaiice erhich the will 

In fbe tbete was* really, bip ^ vast democracy, wtoicr the tiiMec- 
tisB of a diCtotoriAip. 1 hii kind of gw ^iment is conveniec% executively, 
batlt jp^ts nature tM|il|torarv, lasting "only during tlif life of ttie dictator. 
I la^ tbeMMbrg, to liiider it perpetual by durable institntioiUi and tba 
•cM|lkU|h<aiUt Hf Jltoniancnt corporations between the theone anM the 
fhwiwH^. |M tonhing now cCuld be effi^^ed by habit and illuiiou. I 
MM nbitjtoto create eetotlbito by naii». It mu Mcuitoy to found 
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1 iuftkuted an btenllediate order—it was democratic; for all, at a& 
tines, were admisaibie So'iv^it was monarchic,- i*>r it could never die> 

This-corporan'oii was destined to substitute, in tin new regime, the ser* 
vice which the nobility was desig'ted to elTect m the ancient—that is, to spp. 
port the tbtone. But there waseio other sittdiarity between the twn.- • Tlie 
•Id otAaitty existed solely by virtue of iheH- prerogatives; mine,* only, had 
power,/ The old ncddlity had no other merit than iliat of being exclusive- 
all hud distinguished themselves acceded by right td.the new—>it was 
noti^t^ more than a civic ermen. • .Thp..r^i’l° attached to it no other idea. 
£aeb tn its members had merited it by his services—all might obtain it ou 
tbt aatae terms, and thus none were offended. 

Tlie^spiritpr the empire had an ascendant tendency—it is the character 
of ravolutiois. This spirit animated the whole nation, aiid^very one 
stroaw to exalt himself in its highest state of aspii;piion. I 'promised great 
rewards, which were never bestowed tiuC as pledges of public gratitude. 
These high dignities were stNl consistent with the spirit of equality, because 
the meanest soldier might attain them by brilliant actions. 

On the diaorder and anarchy of the revolution, it was necessary to 
re-establish order, for that is tRe only symptom of strength and stability. 

Judges and ministers were essential to the state, hs on them depends 
puWc order—that is, tlie execution of the laws. These I reudereil co« 
with the spirit which animated the people and the army, assigning 
to them like rewards. 


(To be continued.] 


PLATE 6Xt. 


Brighton and Beaehy Headt on the Cot^t of Sumx. , 

I N, illustration of Ibe annexed engrllving,. we shad extract the following 
pttrticulars from Phillips’s ** Guide to the Watering Places, &c. 

-x*** This place, which tn the mem^ui^ nf our grandmothers w’as only a little 
hisigpifica^ (OWQ, on a corner effthe coast little frequented, is imw become 
fasliibnabte, ’^gant, arid OniveiV^ly known. Till lately it had the name 
«f Brighthelihikone ; but, like 1^ persons igsiag to eminence,* who are • 
ashamed of tbeir origin, it has now eisumed tlie title ysf Brightmif 
•diich certaiflly has a more^uteel sound, and passes trippingly o*er Ui| 

• • 

• ‘'' 4 / 1 
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Taking the rtad through Rjregate, which* heing the neareit, islikely t* 
he preferred by those who are in haste to reach this SQene^^lensiire; 
Brighton is only fifty*fnur miles distant from London, and ns the crow flies'^ 
it is not above forty*three. It is situated in 50^ 55'north latitude, and 
about 3'*to the westward of the meridian of London, close bv,tbp sea, and 
gives name to a bay formed by Beacliy Head on the east, and Worthing 
Point on the west. Its name is said to have been derived from Rriglithelm, 
a Saxon Bisliop, who lived in this vicinity; but this is a point we do not 
pretend to discuss, convinced as wc are that it is impossible te settle it, on 
any satisfactory evideiite. » 

“ Brighton stamis on an eminence, which gently deLlines towards the 
south-east with a r<>gular slope to the Steyve, a rliaiming lawn so named ; 
and from thence again rises wiih^a inodciaic ascent to ilie eastward, along 
the Cliff, to a considerable distance. It is pmUettd t'lom the iiortii and 
iiorlh-eusterly winds by aiwarnpliulirutrical rauue tif Intis, and on ihc west 
it has extensive corn-fields, ^hc Downs towards tliusea. • 

TliW'hilis round Brighton are of e^'sy access, and covered '.iih an 
agreeable verdure. From their summits, tlic Tslc of Wight may be phtitify 
seen, with a pleasing view of the wtald of Sussex. '1 lie so| is naturally 
dry, and fhe heaviest mins that fall here scidmn prevent tliQ exercise of 
walLinc; or riding for an^ iciiglh of time after they have ceanca ; a circum> 
stance not nnwoithy of icgard, iu a place of jileasurablc attraction. 

It must be allowed, indeed, that independently of the celebriiy it de* 
rives from its royal airl noble visUors. no pari of the kingdom enjoys a 
more saliibiious air than this. It is considered as an extrawrdinary case 
for the iiaiivt'S or constant residents to be* troubled with a congli or any 
pulmonary complaint; and, iit-ncc it lias betii warmly recommended by 
medtrul men as nsupeiior situation for the recovery or preservation of 
health. In cold weather it is sheltered * by the hills from chilling blasts : 
in the hottest season of the year, tlie breezes from the sea are at once 
relreshing and saluiary. The sea-water is very highly impregnated with 
salt, and the beach being a clean gravel and sand, with a gradual tiescent, 
is peculiarly favorable for bathing. Ur. Uussci was very mstrumciitnl in 
bringing this place into fashionable tlotlc^', and it has since been adopted by 
per.soimges, the best quaiihefl by rank and fortune to keep up its fame and 
its consequence, which a variety of circumstances lead us to suppose aro 
siiii likely to increase. 

‘‘ Brighten, or rather Brighthclmstone, was formerly a flajiing-town, 
tind many of its inhabitants still depend priiici(>uily on its fisheries for a 
sul}si.steiice. It contained at that period seven principal streets, besides 
several lanes, atid was defended by strong fortifications, having been 
■“veral times,attemptcd by*tho Frcncl^ but without effect. The ruins^>% 
wnlls are still to be seen on the bench ikfler the Cliff, whicU appear to 
have beqn built by Queen Elizabeth. ^I^iswall was fourteen feet high, and 
• extended 400 feet from tlic cast to ttie west gate of the town. In 1768, 
■the eastern gate, which had reiiiaiiicd till that time, was taken dcwwn to 
|iluw space for constructing a battery, but ftkfi being demolished by the 
sea, two otiicrs have been erected, ou (qu the east and the other ob the 
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west of the town, in sitiintions tiiat will secure them from' the annoyance 
of the wtiref. .poth are mounted with licavy metnl; and, beiiind the 
western battery is a handsome house for the use of the gunner, with inn- 
gazines and other appropriate utfices. , ^ 

“ When y[enry VIII. furtiiied liie coast by a number of ensiles, some of 
which are still kept iit use, he erected a hlock>house here, at some distance 
from the edge of the did; but (he continual encroacliincnts of the sea gr»* 
dually sapped its funiidalion, and occasioned its fall. * 

“ Indecd4t is evident that the sea has hren^ong gaining on this coast, 
and it is believed that there was oircc a street below the Cliif, in confirma¬ 
tion of which, ruins are recorded to have been seen under water; but at 
present no vestiges of this kind TeiiiaiTi. In the year 1699, however, it is 
computed that 13U hoiisea were sw^ijt a^^y by tiie sea.; and to escape this 
danger in future, a fund has been esiablisbcd by act of parliament for re¬ 
pairing the groyiis, whicli serve to liound the watery element, and to col¬ 
lect and retain the gravel us an aHIxiliacy de/ence. 

** Brighton, including its various ifiodcrii addilious and einbeltlsliments, 
is of a quadrangular fnnn, the streets intersecting cacli oilier at right 
nngles. Th(| houses, however, present a very motley appearance; piide 
and nieaniie^ jostle each other, and sometimes range side by^idc. The 
new streets and edifices arc suHicicntly elegant aAd cuiiiiiiodious; ifie old, 
as may he expected, are almost put out o!f couiiteiiaiice by gay dressed up¬ 
starts, which are annually springing tiom the dust. 

“ The streets and lanes to the tvestwnrd of tlie'Steyne, comprise the 
greatest part of the old building^. The piincipal aie, ^'(n tli-strcer. East- 
street, Sbip-street, and West-sircet liast-tliH’, Iiiiddle-clilV, West cliff. 
Artillery-place, Bcdlurd-row, and Bellevue, faeft the *sea, and comioaiid 
extensive and varied prospects. In North-row, and Wcst-row iLildfligs, 
are scveial pleasant and cummodious liidt'ing-huiises. 
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Cape Coait Cast If, on thcGoUCouU of Afiica. 

[Comiiiuid from p.ifc 41S.j *' 

O F the religion of the I’aniee country, we are at a loss .'o convey a s'lii— 
factory and phasing accimur. The cl.'iefoiyLCtofadoialion is plated 
in the capital of Faiitec;, called Abiali, ^iid is ncsigmiicd, Woorali! Wno- 
rah ! Agali Narinah ! which sigiiifie-i. Master! Master! Father of all! 
Every town, village, and disirii.t, lane their favourite o! jecfol worship; as 
has Itkewi-ic every fuiiiiK*. On enterpig a house, somciliing is perceited 
emblematic of their religion, wliieh goes by the obscure (and we may say 
indefiiiite.) term Fetish. ^Vhaievci^ supposed to possess the paw'er of 
good or evil, or any uiicmnnioii quBlity, goes fay that title: and pci sons ' 
who^ profess any uticuinmon knowledge, and who particulaily worship the 
Fetish,*arc called;/! fis/i men or women. The,/ctis/i men, or the ministers | 
of tL«ir deity, ar« io geifbral much respected, and have considerable 
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power in some places. They industriously scatter abroad the 'seeds of 
superstition, and diilgontiy disseminate their knowledget'toe the end that 
they may be regarded with admiration, and referred tn for cotinsei on 
every occasion of public or domestic calamity. These persons are never 
consulted without a gift, whifh is generally proportionate to rhe nature of 
the grievance. Seldom do the indigent ask advice of Agah Nannah! the 
rich only, as a body of persons, can approach him. This oracle being 
auperior to all others in tl^e country, and having a number of votaries, 
requires larger gifts and sacrifices; and whoever is most profuse in these, 
will continue to be held in favour. 

*‘The Fantees were originally an inland people, and governed by the 
kings of 'Ashantec: hut wlien they' formed a separate state, wc have no 
satisfactory accounts to detcrmilne. .They however rebelled against the 
Ashantee government, and fled towards the sea; where, it appears, they 
remained unmolested until very lately. When they considered themselves 
-out of the Asiiautee dominions, and in tolerable secuiity, they appointed 
a person to govern them: but as they dreaded the vcngeiincc of their old 
masters, and were fearful that on the promise of favour on reward this 
person would betray them, they had recourse to a singnlari expedient to 
prove bislidelL'ty} They told him, that he must consent to loscPiia left iiaiid, 
as the only token they* considered syflicient to prove his attachment to 
them. The man hesitated at this extraordinary method of putting his 
fidelity to the test; when a general murmur arose against him. Where* 
upon his cane-hearer stepped forward and exclaimed, that if his master 
were unwilling to lose a hand for the good of tlie people, he was not; and 
laying his left arm upon the block, it was taken off. lie was then con¬ 
stituted their BrafToe; which term signifies captain, or leader; and the 
person so appointed, was endued with,many privileges: his family were to 
be provided for, and considered as a kind of nobility; and his power was 
almost absolute. In course of time, his family became numerous; they 
jived separated from the community, and formed as it were a distinct 
state, which hence acquired the name of the Braifoc country; which 
appellation it still retains. Some, by way of bestowing upon it still 
greater eminence, call it the Woorali Wourali country. Ahraii is the 
capital o4 the Braffoe, as well ns whole of the Faiitce country; and 
it is principally inhabited by the Bralfoe race or their slaves. Hence 
arose a distinction among the Fantees, wlilch till lately exercised a cousi* 
derable authority. The Braffoe country was the source of all flie latvs and 
customs of the Fantee country. IT a cause were laid before a Braffoe, he 
could decide upon it without allowing the interposition of the Pynins, or 
any other branch of the government: and from tps decision there was no 
appeal. \\^en a Braffoe went abtimd, be lived at the public expense, 
and was usually distinguished by an irmi chain suspended round his beck; 
and this chain was longer nr shorter •■^ixordiiig to lineal or collateral des- 
» cent. The race of Braffbes gradually extended the power that was given 

( them, until at length they became obtioxiousL to the people^ and wefe con* 
•idered a burthen to the state. There are noU many of tlie family now. 
Using, the Ashantees having nearly extirpated the whole race. 
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“The donniry about Cape Coaist, till lately, presented an uniform woudy 
appearanc<^: (heop was no cuitivntiun <jf any kind iifear it, citcepting the 
Company’s garden: it has, liowcver, undergone niUcIi improvement; and 
now (1811) exinliits a pleasing appearance. Some neat liouses arc erected 
Without the tQvm, wherein tlic proprietors enjoy*an agreeable retirement 
Iroin duty, or the hustle of employment, and where they receive the 
advlit.rageof free air. 

“ The present governoi-in-chicf, Mr. White, appears to be indcfaUgable 
in proiiiotiiig liiipruvernent and cultivation, and ill diffusing tiicin by exam* 
pie among the natives; he has a richly cul^vatod spot, about six miles 
distant from the cnatle, wiiere Kurupean and indigenous plants arc raised 
With success. Tiiis plant.ttioii, ratllbr garden, is contiguous to a s*mall 
fiver, lluit oveiflows in the wet seas*>n; tyVl it is very rjemarhable, that at 
this shoic distance friun the sea, the caitli is freqaently icfreshed with 
ram, when the country aiiont liie Cgipe is depriv*cd oi it. llencc we may 
conclude, there is more moisture inland than uii tlic sca-coast. An 
improvement in iha maimcis of the people, as well as in the country, may 
be perceived k but we are sniry to ohseivc, the former does not proceed as 
successfully ai we could wi-,h; which, we will not hesitate to say, is owing 
to a want of auihoriiy to cuntiou! and keep them withiiwcerStiii limits, 
industry, however, has found it'* \))ay amongst tlibm, and that stuldioru 
sjiirit w'liieh thev piescivcd and tnltivaierf, appear^ to be much mitigated; 
and there is vei v liiile doiil>t*of their ncquiiing the qualilications necessary 
to form good ciiar.iciers, and hcooming a uselnl people, if certain means 
were devised; orwhicli wt- have nlicady given some hinks. ^ 

“ The want of a rlvtr, or capacious pond, near tjiis town, is a very 
great inconvenience, not only to the natives, but to the garrison, and to 
ships and vessels whicii resmt I'ltlier. About a mile westward rron*the 
town IS a small hike of salt waier, iVoio which the natives {irocnre salt 
without any art, and with veiy little iroii’df, for evaporation proceeds 
with such rapidity in ilie dry scasun, tint the salt is loimed without the 
process of lioilioi: and crvsialluing, it is umiising to ohserve the women 
of (his town seeking for gold ; * I'lt^y convey the earth, in which they sus¬ 
pect that metal to he Imlged, to the sea siile; whcie, with much ingenuity 


■* The principal p.irl nfilu' Aliiwoi '.tuld is procured in tiu* interior, by wasliing ni 
the bedsofthe rivers and wali-r-conrscs :i!ier (be i.iiii-walti lias run rdl', especially 
at the boKiiitis of niouiiluiiis and lolls, la Hie wiy nlioi e tlocnbed; hut (here 
ure also niiiji's of fold, |):irlicul.irlv about ihiiiy a.lies ml'ud of JJiscore, at a 
place called Ainnnfi. 'I'iiey dig as il fonniii" a wr h, until they came to a hard 
durk'Coluureil sioae, winches interspersed with partiijcs of goUl: suiticlnues (his 
ore IS very rich, liy a piosont tlic- writet procured a piece wughitfg about four 
pr five* ounces, wlocli, when groauci to powder and washed, pioduccd about 
four peiiny-weighls of gold rinst. 'J'li cks not being acquainted will* the art 
of mining, nor po»sess.ing pioper tools, employ iiiiich faboiir to procure this ore, 
and are^not uiicoiuaioiily, lust by (lie curiii lulling m upon tbem. Th^y speak 
of working in the luiacs ns an uncertain speculation, &oiii(.liiue$ paying tlieai 1 
well, at others not. * 
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and perseverance, they examine iC in the ibllowing niaimcr. Tli&y put the 
earth into a wnnden4)ow|, where it undergoes frequent ablutions by a cir¬ 
cular motion until the lighter parts are washed away; the heavier parts of 
the earth that remains, are put into another bo<\l: this process is repeated 
several limes until there k nqariy a howlfull collected; it tl)en undergoes a 
careful examination and frequent washings, and the gold at length is per¬ 
ceived at the bottom of the bowl, where it is allowed to remain, until the 
wholctnf the earth is washed away; when they take it out, and dry it 
cither hy the sun, or by*lire. During this process there is much dex¬ 
terity and ingenuity lo be jseeii, which are are only acquired- by much 
practice. 

The first settlers at Cape Coast lud not an attentive eye to their preser¬ 
vation, by allowing the natives to livq.so near the castle. If it were not 
for this great inconvenience. Cape Coast would be a salubrious situation: 
when the town was destrbyed in 1C03, it should have been the first care 
and object of the governor to^havi; com\)elled the natives to build furUicr 
from tlie* walls of the castle, we will sAy at least two hundred yards from 
them:, if this salutary measure were attended to, the .’idvantage that would 
arise from it, would be important, particular as to health: far, in tlw wec 
and foggy^sea^onr, or when the brec/.e is not powerful cnougli to purify 
the ai^ and very probably duiiug the coutiimunce of the hmd'wind, many 
noxious effluvia float into the castle: the vapours nri>iiig from putrid fish, 
collections of rubbish, filthy water, &c. See. mtist impregnate the air of the 
Cdiiib 'vith particles By no means conducive to health.” 

• ” [To be continued.] 
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r<)we (>/■ Majesty'i Shtp Rosamond, to Nesefoundlond, and the 
Southern Coast of Labrador: of' which Countries no Account has been 
published by any British Traveller since the reipn of Queen Elizabeth, 
liy Lieutenant Edward Chappell, U.N. Author of a Voyage to 
Hudson's Day.” London: J. Mawniau, Ludgate-street. 1818. 

I N this, as in the former Woilc of Lieutenant Chappel,+ tW?re is much 
to interest the curious reader ;• and the rarity of'such ample information 
upon the subjects treated on, gives* additional value to the Volume. It 
would be a spcdics of hypercriticism to investigate tlieliteniry merits of the 
author in a •work of this description. In a voyage not piofesscdly of dis¬ 
covery, he has made notes of what occurred in the course of it; and,of the 
place of their destination has been u^^gent ob^rver and inquirer. The 
^ result of these inquirie# and observations he Inis digested into a very 
|iiilcresting account of Newfoundland, and the Coast of Labrador,, which 
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ha liAS pVcspntcil to the public, and we hope he will find his labour re« 
warded, gi rapid sale of his book. The grapilic illustrations arc-— 
i. Heads of a Tartariaif, or Hunting Indian, inhabiting the itilnnd parts of 
North America ; and of an Esquimaux, or Fishing Iitdian, inhabiting the 
Sea Coasts ef Labrador and Davis’s Strait. *2. Map of Newfoundland, 
and the South Coast of Labiador. 3. Remarkable appearance of Icc 
Bergs, in the Strait of Belle Isle. 4. Entiancc to St. John’s Harbour, New¬ 
foundland. , • 

The following extract will afford a fair specimen of the general st^’ic in 
winch the Volume is wntton * 

“ Our voyage across the Atlantic pftsented little w'orthy of observ'atior• 
We arrived on tiie Great Bank of Ncwft^nrlland svboqt the 18th of May ; 
when the coinmodcr^ <>f tlie convoy made a signal for the whole fleet to 
pass wiiliiii hail. In pursuance of this order, every vessel crowded around 
the Crescent; and at the sains instant, there arose such a violent blast of 
wind, tiiat wo were ail thrown inio*a staH; of the must imminent danger 
and alarm each ship dreailmg to be dashed against another i siiul, of 
course;, ail ii.ade sail to escape from tlic throng : but this necessary jire- 
caution proved to be the souice of ail the mischu-r that Qtisu^d ; for the 
wind suddenly shifting, blew wub^tcrrible fury from an opposite quarter, 
deiMolisliing masts, yards, ami rigging. Happily for us, we had remained 
with every sail clewed up, ^ince die hfeginino^of the tempest, and by tliis 
means we escaped any maleriul injury.* Shortly afterwards, we passed one 
of the convoy that was lying in a disinasled suite, with part of her side 
beaten in, and her crew w.is perceived to be labuuniig hard at the 
pumps. * 

It is remarkable that no lives ^vere lust in our fleet upon this occasion ; 
Bitiiough maiiy of the ships were (listmisied, and others lost their sails and 
yards in consequence of the sudden sliifiing of the huiiicane. Mention h.is 
been made of this tempest merely as a caiiiioii to oilier vessels whieli may 
hereafter happen to pursue the same route; since nothing c.iii be a mure 
common occiirreiice, or mure dno^cruus, than .such sudden gusts and shifts 
of wind upon the Baiiks. of Newfoundland. Why they are peculiar to 
those immense lieaps of sand, is pcriiaps a qtiosiiun not easily answered. 
Philosophical theories upon such ahstruse subjects are often found to be 
both fallacious and absurd ; and it is mure iiicuiiilieiit upon a iiiautier to 
state facts,*tban to reason conccriiiog matters in which he is full as likely 
tw be as to be right, 

“ Immediately after the hurricane had subsided, we^descried the 
beacon of a frozen coast, in a large mass of flwating icc, winch appe.ired 
like a vast rock of alabaster, upon i*ur w’cathcr-beam. Few on board our 
shipliud ev’er before sc^ii an ice-^rg; wc gazed upon it, therefore, with 
iningled feelings of astonishment aSd awe. Tiiat which made it the more 
singular, was its perfect resemblance to the principal pyramid of Djizay 
near Dafro in Egypt, as we had seen that surprising monument of antiquit* 
represented in some old books of travels. Shortly after this, huwctei, wt 
began to lose the pleasure that st first experienced in curnpanpg these 
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sublime works of Nature with correspondiu}; specimens of Art; ‘such ns, 
pyramids, pillars, obelisks, temples, and tumuli: for the ccrtj’inty of their 
bueing extremely dangerous neighbours, during dark and stormy nights, 
entirely destroyed the gratiheation we might otherwise have felt, in view¬ 
ing them. 

“ Upon the 19lh of May, we tried for soundings, and found bottom 
with thirty-six fathoms of line. Conceiving this to be a convenient depth 
of water for wc threw over liooks ; and in about a quarter of an 

hour, every mess in the slop was well suppiied with an abundance of llw 
finest codftJi. Ilallibuts, al«(>, of the most enormous Size, were fre¬ 
quently drawn to tlie surface of tlie ^^altT, hut it was exceedingly difficult 
to get their, on board, as they generaliy sucreeilcd, by an apparently slight 
exertion of their ponderous streng'li, ir. hrcaLing away from every means 
that could be devised for securing tliein. 

“ The fishermen of Newfomulland rue inucii exasperated whenever an 
unfortunate hailibut happens to stiZ'i* upon their baits; they are frequently 
known, in such eases, to wivak tlieir vengeance on the poor li'-h, by 
thrusting ■. piece of wood tlirough its gills, and in lliat condition turning it 
adrift upon the cccan. Tlie effiits wliicli are made by the toftured fish, to 
get its lieafl heitoa'cli the water, affiird a liigli sonicc of amusement to the 
barbarous fishermen, whb have facetiously styled tliis ojieration, the * »prU- 
sail yarding o/u haUibut.’ 

** About the 21st of May,' we came in sigljt *of Cajie Race, the soutli* 
eastern extrcmilyof Newfoundland': and this first vitwol it led us to ima¬ 
gine that it would bj impossible ever to approatli within many leagues of 
our destined port. Tlie whole line of coa-t, as Inr as llic eye could reach, 
appeared encircled by an iinpenetraLde zone ot civstal, liidf'fd, this pti^ 
digioiis quantity of floating ire surrounded our convi y troiii the we>i- 
soiith-west to llie south-east point of the compass ; thus leaving only ten 
points, out of the thirty-two, open fur an escape. It was through this 
space that Commodore Quilliiiin sailed away in the Crescent; taking with 
him that pint of liic fleet destined for Mova Scotia, aud leaving nmler our 
protection those vessels that were houiuj for St. .lohn’s, in ■N ewloundland. 

** Our little Rosamond being thus exalted into the situation ol a commo¬ 
dore’s ship, wo put her head towards the noitli-north-east, in hopes o-t 
finding some opening tlirough which wc might be able to penetrate tlia 
formidable barrier of ice that opposed our passage : nor were we disap¬ 
pointed ; for towards evening wc perceived a place where the ice had 
loosened considerably, and through this channel the ships ot our fleet butted 
their way. < 

In the vpyages published by lho«e who first‘visited this country, too 
little notice has been taken of the dangers attending its navigation. In 
their eagerness to Iecommend Newloiim*,laiid as un acquisition vyortby ot 
» the British Empire, they h'*'’e omiiicdfor slightly passed over, those dread- 
‘•ful tempests, tiiick fogs, rocky shores, and icy perils, to wlntli a seaman is 
I'xposed upon the coasts of this island. LAtcr writers have run into the 
other extreme ; and represented those dangers ‘as more intimidating than 
‘the most fortnidciblt rsrnpuft erected by military art, the dreadful canon- 
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tn vjuw,.,oj reiaiagg^vi 'ocoirc^Cjn^npty as iney pr^^ea cii 

witfaom oCnajrJiuid. .; 

Q» tj^^w^ttl^-llHf^ '^ir i^ay* *< *''*« csN® ®“» atteri<twi tj* ivfik % 

cfk^rsed, and we-were never 
together. .i^The'*raa«ters of .those irev^t« 
^(jl^itraderS,. who were well acqiutiiited wjli^ tlitt. 
; end the greater part oftlie convoy tberefore suc- 
harbour of St. Joint’s ^efore the l^aaniondo'’ 

^ ., ■ 

' ‘'t -■ S ' 

PLATE im. 


tshvd qfCotfii'. s ^ 

C ORHJ, one of t^fe Ionian islands, is situated at (he mooth of the gulph 
of Venice. It was formerly called Cdt^cyra, and Phtaacia, fauums for 
the gardens of Alcinous.' The Turlcs have Ircquctiily atrempte^ to reduce 
it, but without success. It is well fortiti’ed, and has 50 castles-; 'l^.^nmn*' 
her of its inhabitants is about ()0,dbu. They are of the Gteeh. church. 
7'bis island formerly belongtd to the Ven'etinns, who sent-tud^ a governor 
and magistrates, changing them every.two years. ^By the l^e tidatjrln^ 
tween England and the otlier ritreo great allied powers, thii -iy|th^he^ 
other foafan islands, were ,}flaccd under the immetfiate prutectidQ of • 
Great Britain, which were to fonn a single, free, and htdepebdent sta^|„. 
w ith all tlie benebts of a cunstltutionul charter; tire articles of wldclwefre ' 
to be settled by a legislative assembly duly convcuiesl. . l^e egecofwtf 
government was ta t>e rested in bis Britannic Majesty, who wast»h»li$pre»' 
sented by d liord High Commissioner. Corfu is the key to the AtlrhtlilQv.y'/ 
The soil ia very Irjuitihl, and prt^uces a great deal of wine, oliSfee,. «5#- . 
several other fruity particoJarly-llgs, which are eseecHingly ^od; ‘Th9 ^ 
chief is likewise called Corfu. £.'!oDg. 19° 48', N. lat. 9^ 50V ' 


Jlmfirtlid pirHammL 

HOUSE OF iORDS, WtbMESDdf, fvsix 10, 1818 . 

• • DlSSqtUTlbN OF PARtlAMEWT. 

W GI>N£9DAY, JTiwc tto 1019* Oie House w.ae oi^ned d( twelve , 
.'0*01001, ond the P«(fr^ benches were yeryfUjiip^a^wnrds graced 
with iS fine display.'of feamle'j|eodtjp and elegance.. fteit'Royal Hifboess 
JP««hMs of by *be Dnfcus 

her consort, and attended bjy^a Is^ of Irr hous^ldr the Grana J>itkr 
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Michael, of -Rtitsitf; the /oreifn ministers, and nrany other persons of dls* 
tinctioo, were also present { a great crowd of strangers werje li|;e<|^'ise' below 
the bar. About eight minutes after two,, salvoes of artillery aanoonced the 
arrival of the Prince Regent, anil soon afterwards his Royal Highaeks, 
having pet on bis robes, entered the house with the usual siajte ani^ pro¬ 
cession, the sword of state being carried before him by the l£arl of Livers 
pool. 

HU Boyal Highness having taken his seat upon the Throne, surrounded by 
his Ministers, the Great Ofli^ers of hU Household,'‘and other attendants. Sir 
Thomas Tyrwhilt, the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod,,was ordered by 
bis Royal Highness to proceed to the Hou»e of Commons to command their 
attendance. Siiortly afterwards the‘^)eaker in his dress robes, accompanied 
by a great number of Members, came to the Bar. The Speaker delivered 
at the Bar the fullowing Speech : < *' 

C 

“ May it phase your Rttyal Highness^ 

d 

“ IVe, his Majesty’s ^oithfii] Comnfnns, of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain an3 Ireland, attend jnnr Roynl Highness with onr last Bill of bu|i- 
ply. In obedience. Sir, to yniir KoyalJJighiicbs'sreroninicndaticn, we bu\e 
not failed to apply our anxious and continued attention to the state of 
the Public*'Inconv* and F.xprnditiire,-and heavy, as unquestionably tlie 
weight and pressure still •remain npun our, Finances, we have the satisfac¬ 
tion to observe that the Revenue, in its inu!<t important branches, is gradually 
and prtigrcssively improving. fi 

“ Among the various duties, eir, cin which we have been engaged, there is 
nobe, perhaps, that could have devolved upon us, more intercstsng in itself, or 
more >10 unison, we are persuaded, with the sincere and unfeigned senti- 
Rittnis of all classes vf his ^lajesty's siibjeets, than the duty of adopting the 
iieces^ry measures for the fultilineiu of those engaicements, which your 
Royal Highness was eraeioiisly (ileased to coininiinicate to us, as liaviiiii: 
been concluded with the Courts of Spain and Portugal on the subject of the 
Slave 1'rade. 


** Nor, Sir, have we been less attentive to another suliject of great public 
importance earnestly recommended by your Royal Highness to onr early and 
particular considenilion—the dcticienryrwliich has so long existed in the 
Nnumber of places of Public Worship belonging to the l•.stablished Church. 
To the remedy of this deficiency, we have most readily iifiordcd large and 
liberal assistance, well convinced that the first and dearest interests of this 
country, its tiuesl happiness, its sunndost prosperity, its surest independence, 
its proudest and most substantial iiaiionul glory, are all involved S^nd blended 
intimately and inseparably in the rt-ligioiis and inorfil habits of its people.' 
The bill. Sir, which it is my duly hlirirhiy to present to your Royal High* 
ness, is intitulcdt—* An Act fur Hp]»lying certain monies therein mentioned 
for tbeiervie^of the year*one tliniisapd eight hundred and eighteen—to 
'which, with all humility, we pray his Majesty’s Royal Assent.” , , 


The above bill was received by Mr. Cow^icr, the deputy clerk of ilic Par- 
• liament, .*ind the Royal Aiaeul was in^iediately given to it, and also to the 
Silien Dill. • 


^ liis Royal Highness the Pripce Regent then delivered fiom the Throne the 
following Speed):— 
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** Mjf Lords (Old Gentlemen* * - , * • 

** It 'ia wi^b d^epTe^ret tbat I am a^ain nnder^tbe fleccssity ofannonncin/c 
to -yatt, tbat no alteration has occurred in the state of bis Majesty’s lamented 
indisposition. 

1 continue to receive from foreign pgwcrs the strongest ftssurances 
of their friendly disposition towards this country, and of their desire to 
amintaiii the general tranquillity. 

“ I am fully sensible of the attention which you have paid to the many 
important objects which have been brought befgre you. 

i derive peculiar satisfaction from the measure phich you have adopted 
in p^irsuanre my recommendation, for alimenting the number of places 
#f j^lublic worship belonging to the established church ; and I coiiiideiitlj^ tnist, 
that ibis measure will be productive of the mo»t beneiiciul elhrcts on the 
religion and moral habiu of the pAiple.** ' • ^ 

** Genllemtn of die fJou'iO of Commons, • 

■ 

. “ 1 thank you for the supplies tfiiich you have granted to me for the service 
of the present year; and I highly approve of the ste^ you have naketi with 
a view to the reduction of the unfunded debt. 

” I am happy to be able to inform you, that the revenue is in a course of 
eontinbed improvetHcnt. ^ • 

“ 9Ju Lords auil Gentlemen, . ' • * 

“ On the closing tiiis Session I think improper to inform yon, that it is my 
intention forthwith to dihsolw the present, and^ive dirertions for calling a 
new Parliament, In making this rommunication, *I cannot refrain from 
adverting to the important change Mhich has occurred in the situation of this 
country and of Europe, since l*!ii'st met you in this place. * 

** At (hat period, the dominion of the rommoii enemy had been to 
widely extended over the ConMnent, that resistance to his power mws by 
many deemed to lie hopeless; and In the extremities of Europe alone was 
such resistance efTectiially maintained. 

** By the unexampled exertions which you eniibled me to make, in aid of 
(he eoiinlries nobly contending for Independence, and by the spirit which 
was kindled in so many nations, the Continent was at length delivered from 
(he most galling and oppressive lyr^nny under which it had ever laboured ^ 
and I bad the happiness, by the blessing of Divine Providence, to ter 
minate, in ronjuiictioii with his Majesty'sallies, the most rventfhi and san* 
guinary contest in which Europe had fur centuries been engaged, with un« 
paralleled success and glory. 

The pmsccution of such a contest for so many years, and more particu* 
larly the efforts whiclk marked the close of it, have been follon'ed within 
our own country, as well as throughout the rest of Europe, by considerable 
internal difiiciilties and diitress. Bat deeply as I felt for the immediate 
pressure upon bis Majes^'s people, I nevertheless looked fo^'nrd without 
dismay, having always the fullest eonfidence in the solidity of the resource* 
of the British empire, qpd in thg relief which might be expected from a 
eontinuaiice of peace, and from the jJEtience, jiubjic spirit, and energy of the 
dhlion. • o 

These expectations have not been disappointed. 

** The improvement in t|)e internal circumstances of the cpnntry is happilji 
manifest, pnd picmises to be steadily progresshe; and 1 feel a perfect 
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assurRntie‘'iKatthe conttnnnl loyalty 'and exertions bf all classed*of hfs Majrs- 
ty'i subjects'will confirm these growing indications of natioiia] prosperity, by 
promoting obedience to the Laws and attachment to the Constilu'iion, from 
which all our blessings have been derived.” 

Then tiie Lord Chancellor, < having received directions froQi bis Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent, said— 

** My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“ If is the will and pleasure of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, 
acting in the name and on the behalf of his Miijesty, that this Parliament 
be now dissolved ; and this Pas'iainent is dissolved accordingly.'V 

The, Prince Regent descended froii|, the ^Throne, and quitted tbe Hnusi 
with the same State as on his entrance. The Speaker and the Commons 
witbdfcw from the Bar, bnd the liOtd^ retired from the House. 


' '"ilfttfris on 

Copied verbatim from the Losuun Gazli i^, 

* . * (from 1793 to 1798.) 

tt 

[Continued from pngc 5^7.] 

ADiiiRALTV-orrfcn, JUNE 10, 1791. 

fTTIUK (hspatch, df wiiicli the folloninj; i\n copy, was received on Sun- 
Jl day last fruin Adinirol Loni Iloorl. by tlic Higlit lloiioruble Henry 
Dundas, one of his Alajesf^'s piincipul sccrciaries of state; 

r 

SIR, Viilory, off Baslia, May 24, 1791. 

I have tiic honour to acquaint you, that the ti>wn and citadel of FJnstia, 
with the seveial posts upon the hoigiits, surrendered to the arms of his 
Majesty on the 22(1. On the 19th I received a message, that tlie garrison 
was desirous of capitulating npon honour.'ihle terms ; in consequence of 
which I vent the enclosed note on shore. This hrooglit on boaid the Vic* 
Cory three uthcers, who informed me tliat Geiiiili, the cnmiiinrulntit, wouirt 
nsscinhic tlie ofiiccis of tiie sa\er:il corps, and of the municipality, if a truce 
took place, will'll I agrcHl to a little bcfuic sun set. The next uuy 1 
received a note from Geutili, which i also enclose, and sent Captain Voutig 
on shore oil the morning uf the 21sr, who soon returned to the Victory, 
with two biiicers, and two of the ndiniiiistraiive liodies, which,*^witli Vice- 
admiral Goodall, Captain Young, Hhiptain Ingicfidd, and my secretary, 
Mr. M'Artliur, settled the ariirlcs uf*capitulaiion, which were signed the 
following morning, when Ins Majesty’s troops took possession rif ail tlie 
posts above {he town, tli£ troops in tucii rttirhig to the citadel, front 
whence they mnrehed to ihc' mole-head, whore they grounded their arms, 
and were embarked, '^hni will receive lierewiih ^hc articles bf capitula¬ 
tion, winch I hope his Majesiy will anprow. 

* I am unable- to give di^ praise loathe unremitting zeal, exertion, and 
judicious conduct of Lieutenant-colonel VMIctles, wtio bad the nou^ur ot 
rommanding his Majesty's troops; never was either more conspicuous. 
Major Rrereton,‘an(l every ofTicer and soldier wider the Lieutenant-coio- 
lid's orders, are justly entitled to my warmes.c acknowledgments; their per- 
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bsverlng vnlbtir and desire to dlstingui:^ tliemselMS oannnt Wtoo faiitllj 
spoken of, and which it will be. my pride to rememoei; to the latest period 
of my life. • • ‘ 

Captain Nelson, of his Majesty's ship Agamemnon, \vho hadthecrm* 
niand and directions of the seamen, in l.inding the gunn, mortals, i nd 
stores;, and,Captain ilunr, who rominanried at the batteries, very n’ly 
assisted by Captain Boiler and Captain .Serucohl, and the Licutciiai ts 
Gore, Hothain, Stiles, Andrews, and Brisliane, have an rqiial claim to n y 
gratitude, as the seamen under their managemeiu worked the guns with 
great judgment and alacrity. Never was an higher spirit, or great ef p«r- 
Severance, exhibited*; and I am happy to say, that no other content on 
was at any tinie'known, th.iii »lio should he^nost forward and indcfatii a* 
bje fur promitiiig Ins Majesty’s service ; for, although the diihculties tl ey 
had to struggle with were many anil* various, the perfect harmony* s n 1 
good humour that universally pievailed ^iroiighuut the siege, uvcrcame 
them all, * * ’ • 

I cannot but express in the strongest terms tjie inf ritorloiis conduct of 
Captain Duncan and Lieutenant Alexander Duncan, of the Koyal Artilii ry, 
ami Lieutenant De Butts, of thc^loyaL Kngineers ; ^biit my ohligation, is 
particularly gr.at to Captain Duncan,, as mure zeal, ability, and*judgnKnr. 
was never shewn by any officer thun were displayed by him ; amN take 
the liberty of ineiiiioning bnn ns an officer highly entitled to his Majesty’s 
nonce.* ^ 

I feel myself very much indebted for the vigilance and^tfcntion of (’an- 
liiin Wolseley, of the Impcricuse;* apd of Captain *lJ.illowLli, who bcc. me 
a volunteer whenever he could be usofnt, alter being supciseded in toe 
command of the ('ourageux«by Captain Waldc^rave. The foimcr kept a 
diligent watch upon the i^laiul of Caf)rH!a, where the tneniy have iimgazines 
of piovisioiis and stores, and tlic Utter did the same, by guarding the hni*' 
hour’s mouth of Bastia wiiii gur;>boats and launches welt armed, tlie vijiole 
of every night, whilst the Bm.iller boats were v'cry judiciously placed in the 
intervals between, and rather without the ships‘(which were moored in a 
crescent just out ol reach of the enemy’s guns), by C.iptain Young, tif the 
Fortitude, the centre ship, on buarti of winch every boat a'-scmbled at sun¬ 
set for uiders ; and the clieeiTulness wiih wliieli the officers and men pf'i- 
forriud this nightly duty, is very much to be admired, and afforded me the 
most hcartfc-lt satisfaction and pleasure. 

The very gieat and effectual assistance I received from Vice-admiral 
Goodall, Ceptiim Inglefield, and Captain Kmglit, ns wt II ns from every 
captain and officer of his Majesty’s ships under my command, have :i just 
olaiin to tuv most particular thanks, not only ia carrying into execution niv 
orders a-ffnnr, but in aticndmg to and supplying the wants of the liiiie 
army on shore : it is to the very cordial and decided suppoit n/oaeT had the 
honor tH receive from the whole, that the inuumeruble difficulties ive had to 
contend witff were so happily surmounted. * 

Major Smith and Ei’sigti Vigoureux, ^if the 23ih regiiiiinr, and Captain 
Radsd.-ile and Lienteiiant .St George, of the 11tli, not embarking with their 
re.spective regiments, having civil einployiiieiits on sliure, it is to their 
honour I inentinn, that they relinquished tlinse*cinpluyment% andjonieft 
llieir corps, soon after the troops were Innded. 

It is very much iny dn^ to iiifojim you, that I am extremely obliged to 
Geneial iPetrccono, Mr. Frediaiii, ail the officers of the CAisicaiis, 
serving wijh the army, for their great zeal, ardoftr, mid attention in fur-^ ' 
warding reduction of Bastia by every means in ilieir power, who were ot 
infniite service by preserving good order in the (rixips. 

1 tiansmit an account ofniic loss on the part of In' MujeMy in Viilet! antf 

fSab. Cj^tott* Vol. XXXix. 3 » 
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wounded, w4itch,'I am chappy to say, is inconsiderable; but the enemy 
suffered luucli, tlicir bospitals being full. 

At the cnrninencement of the siege tiie number of the ehetity bearing 
arms was 3000. 

By the, first ship that sails for England, I shall have the honor of sending, 
to be laid at his Majesty’s feet^ the several stand of colours taken at Bastia. 

Captain Hunt, who was on shore in the command of the batteries from 
the hour the troops landed to the surrender of the town, will be the 
bearer of this despatch, and can give any further information you may 
wish to know respecting tjic siege. ” 

1 have the hon'or, &c. 


Jiight Bon. Uenrj/ Dttndas. 



Bis lirilannic Majesty s Sfiiji Victory, off Basiia, 
May 19, 1794. 

In consideration of the very gallant de.'ence the garrison of Bastia has 
made, and from the \ rinciples of humanity, which ever govern British 
otlicers, 1 am disposed to give you terms; aiul if you will send on board 
two or< three olbccrs, properly authorized to treat, 1 trust a'Capitulation 
will he soon settled, as honourable to the inhabitants as can in any reason 
be expected. , . 


2’o the Commandant of the GarrUnn, afid 
Mayor the Tawn, o/'Builia. 


cr/p * 
ooa. 


Translation. 

Bast ia, the 2d Prercal, ild Year of the French Republic, 
• One and Indivisible. 

The ||;cr)cral of division, comraander-in-chief of the army of the French 
Bepublic-in Corsica, to Admiral i^ood, coiiimander-in*chief of the 
squadron of the King of Great Britain, before Bastia. 


MY LORD, 

III consequence of the proposal which you did me the honour of making 
in your despatch of the ISlli May (old style), 1 have the honour of sending 
to you two adjutant-generals of the ariiiy, and two members of the admi¬ 
nistrative corps of this town^ who are coimnissioncd to present to you the 
plan of a capitulation between the garrison and inhahitunts of Bastia, and 
you, my Lord, in the name of the King of G;eat Britiiiri. 

These four corniuissioiicrs, who equally possess iny confidence, and that 
of the gRTi riscm and of the citizens, have instructions to arrange\viih you the 
settlement of all mutters relative tef this capituhition'. 1 liupe that you will 
be sdltslied, and that they will enable you to fulfil the views you have sig¬ 
nified to me, oft putting an end to the unavoiduhle consequences of tlie 
raiamities of,*wnr. Captain Young has had u loilg cunfcrence with me : 1 
was of opinion that a reciprocal understanding miglii co-operntc in the suc¬ 
cess of the neguciation wdiicli occupied ujtir attent||On, and 1 have requested 
bun to acqutiiiii you with my ingenues and loyal intentions. 

ceting or health. *■ • , .a 

(Signed) ^enif4(y 

Commaii dcr-im Cliicf. 
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• * * * * 

ARTICTLES 0 /" capitulation (if the Garrhon und T-jicn o/Bestia, 

^ • in Corsica. * 

On the 2 Ut (lay of May, 1794, by order of the night Honourable Lord 
Hood, admiral of the blue, and commander-in-chief of Ivs Majesty’s ships 
and vessel^employed in the Meditcrraneany Vice-admiral Goociaii; Cap¬ 
tain Young, of the Fortitude ; Captain J. N. Iniiloficld, adjutant-gciieral 
to the fleet; and John JVPArthur, sicretary to h.s Excellency the com- 
niander-in-ciiicf, met on board the Victory to receive proposals of capitu¬ 
lation for B.istia from Messieurs Etienne Moiitjf, pixsideiit of the'depart- 
ineiit of Corsica ; •John Baptiste Galearziiii, inayjir of Bastin; Charles 
Fiancis Ewaii\i<l Coiitlnnid ; and John Biiptiste FraiicliLSchi, atljutiint- 
generaU of tlic French army ; the fullowing articles were proposed, dis¬ 
cussed, and niodilicd as follows*: vizi , * 

Art. I. The garrison sliall inarSli ouf with all tile honours of warjtogc- 
ther with all those attached to tlie army.—Answer. Granted. 

Art. II. The g.irrisi)ii .‘>liall en)hark as .sooTi as possible after signing 
these articles at the Great Mole*of the Port, preceded by the field artdlery, 
with arms, baggage, Hriirns ix-ating,. matches lightt^l at both e»d'», colours 
flying. To be transported immediately to the port of the Momit.iin (Tou¬ 
lon), and nA where else.—Answer. In consideration of the gallanf defence 
roadcf the garrison shall march to the Mole-Head, preceded liy two field- 
pieces, with llicir arms, h.ngiiage, Arc. and shall lay do«^i liieir iirms at the 
place appointed for their embarkalion ; they sliall, as soon as possfble, be 
triMisportt'd to ihe Poit of the IMoimtani •(Toulon). 

Art. Ill. All ammunition, ariillery, miliinrv stores, and every thing 
which composes and makes a part of tijc aim^, both by sea and land, shall 
also be tianspoiud to the Poit o( the Mountain.—Ansv\cr. Itefu.sed. 

Art. IV. The corvette La he shall be lilted oat as a transport, to 
carry tlic garrison and citizens who wish to follow it, together wiill the Pink 
La Mario V’lctoiio ; and that loaded with ship ti?nhrr,*r Inch arc now at Ihe 
disposal of the Hdiiiinislrator of the iiiariiie, sliall be employed foe this 
tr.iiisport; hot this not hemg sufli^iont, the necessary niimhirj'liall be fur¬ 
nished by the admiral, four of which shall not be visited. Hie aliovt- 
rnentumed eoi vetic and pink, loaded with timber, slmll be kept by tliC 
llepuhlic.—Answer. 'I’lie troops of the garrison, and citizens, who wish 
to dipatt, sliall he cfinveyed to Toulon, the Port of the Mountain, by ves¬ 
sels appointed by ins Exetllencv the coniinaiidcr-in-chicf. 

Hie French coivi tte La Fleclie,*and all vessels in the harbour, must le 
deluercd up to hi» Briiaimic Majesty’s oflicers. Such fisliiiig-lioats as are 
iicces'-aiy to tlic siibsivtcucc of the iiiluibilaiits, proving llitir property, 
shall remain in their possession. 

The rest of this article is in.irlmissihle. 

Art. V. •riie sick, who are not able to bear the voyage, shidl remain 
in the hospitals which*they occupy at present, at ihe expense of the Uc- 
piiblic, by otticeisof health, wlio shall be appointed under the superin- 
leiidniicc of a commission of war ; and, when they are aide to support the 
voyage, vessels shall h* furnished to transpuil^lliem by the'JEoghsli cooi- 
liiaiider —Answer. Granted. 

Alt. VI. ’Hie membeis of the Constituent Bodies, and all persons 
attacheiPto the service of the Republic, of any denoiiiinaiion whatever, or 
pensioners^ shall partiv ipntc m this ciT^iitnlution laitii the military, and shall * 
enjoy jhe same conditions.—Answer. Granted. 

Art. VII. All papers concerning public accunnts, those of the artillery, 
engineers, marine, mihtarjs tribunal, military chest, botlr of this* place,* 
atid of all others, &hull be transported to rruiicc i tbff same shall be dune 
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bU papiers and plas^ nf the eountry, ar well of the old aa new adiei* 
nibtratioiiy tis the civil and military, End those belonging to the coininuni' 
ties.-^Answer. Granted ; except such as are necessary for the^c)»rity of 
property ; the archives, and other public |Mpers and plans of the island, 
shall remain, hut copies of them shall be allowed to be taken. 

Art. VIII. The inhahitantti of botli sexes, which are non* in the town, 
or that have taken refuge there, shall have their lives, their honour, and 
their pro{>erty saved and guaranteed, with liberty to retire when and whiv 
thcr tl)ey please, with tlieir families and servants, furniture, effects, and 
mcrchaiidtze; and the power of disposing of whatever effects they may 
choose to leave behind, or to receive their rents by agents.^Answer. 
Granted. ■ ' 

Art. IX. No troops nor armed men, except those of the British 
government, shall on any account be brought into the towii.>—Answer. 
The Briiisii government will take* fare that no armed men shall he brought 
into the town in any manner that may give the iiihabituuts any causei}f 
uneasiness or apprehension. ' 

Art. X. 'I'he community in general, i?or any individual in particular, 
sliall be subjected to isfiy tax or cohtrilmt.on whatever on account of tlie 
events which have preceded or accompanied the siege.-»Answer. 
Grantc«l. > 

Art. XI. No person shall lie troubled on account of his religion or poli¬ 
tical opioiens, n»f fur any thing he may have said before or during the 
siege.-rAiiswer. Gnuupd. 

Art. XII. The inhabitaius shall iintibe subject to have “oldiers billeted 
in their houses,; jhey shall not he forced to any iniiituiy service or work. 
—Answer. Soldiers shall never be billetted cn the mhabitaiits, except iu 
c.isesof absolute necei>bity. 

Art. XIII. The present money of the RcpiiMir, particularly assignats, 
shall'contiiiitc to pass current.—Answer. Tne I'lCiicIi money and assignats 
shall he allowed to pass ; [lut no person sh.di be roiupelled to take them. 

Art. XIV. The uatiuiial domains, sold agiec •bly to die cxisniig i.i'xs, 
shall llie kept tiy the purchasers ; "the Iodises of n.itioiml property not sold, 
uliirh have been granu-d till this time, shall leiiiani m force.—Answer. 
AVe do not feel ourselves uutliurized lo decide mi this uriicle; it must be 
lelt to the decision of his iJritaoiiic M<ijes!y, ilic purchasers enjoying die 
possession of the nutioiial doiuaiiis nil his Majesty's pleasure shall he 
Liiowii ; and all leases granted before the ariival of the British l}oeC a!C 
St. Fioreiizo siiuli remain in force. , 

An. XV. 'I'lie community shall be maintained in the possession of th^ 
niofi-eabics and iintnovcuhles'belmigiiig to it: the same shall be done wi{li 
the Town Hospital—.Answer. Gianttd. 

Art. XVI. Deserters shall nut be demanded on one side or the other. 
—Answey. Granted. 

Art. XVTI. Tlie prisoners dial have been taken siege shaj! Ive 

set at liberty, and shall be allowed to letiie to Bascia, or to France ; those 
which have been taken singe the beginning of the war, and have been given 
up to the Gor^iedns, shall he joined to those who wtie taken at Fornelli, to 
be exchanged tylien un opportunity odVrs.—AiiswtTr. Gieiited. 

Art. XVIII. Neceipsary purports shall be fmuislied to two. feluccas, to 
go immediately after signing of tliis cnpitulationr, One to Caivi, and the 
, other toVlie Port of ,ilie Mountain, y) carry the despatclies of the gt'iiera| 
y)f division,-Geniilk—Answer. Giaiited, with regard to Toulo.i (Port of 
the Mouiiiuiii). Refused, witli regard to Colvi. ■ 

Art. XIX.. If any difficulty should arise respecting die terms or condi¬ 
tions of the capitulation, they shall be in all cases interpreted in favour of 
fbe garrisuii, tiic iahtbitauts of Bastia, and the ^fugecs.—Anstve^ If 
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«ny difficulty shall at any time arise in ‘the interpietatioft of this capitals* 
tion, it shall beheaded with the strictest justice tu both parties. 

i^rt Xlfi*. *The Bcitish guvernment shall be the oply gouantee of t&e 
present capitulation.—Answer. Granted. 

• Additionsz. Articlss. 

Ar.t. I. All the out-posts and forts^ and the gate of the citadel, shall be 
ptit tu .possession of his Britannic Majesty’s troops at twelve o’clock to* 
morrow: the troops in the forts and out-posts are to retire to the qitadel. 
from whence they, are *to inarch at ten o’clocli the nest morning to the 
place appointee) for each corps by the coinmissioness who have managed 
ijie present capitulation ; and they are to la^ down their arms at the place 
of tlieir embarkation. Coiiimissaries*of artillery and stores will remain in 
the citadel, to take inventories of all the artillery, ammunition, and sEores; 
and proper officers are to be appointed tg'shew tbe-mines, magazines, and 
stores of every description. 

Art. II. 7'he town of Bastia, tlie citadel, aad all the forts, out-works, 
syid posts, and every thing contained in them, that is not tlie private pro^ 
petty of the •:arrison or inhabitants, to'gether witb tl^ ships of war, and all 
vessels lying in the port, shall he delivered up to his Britaiiiiic*M8jeity in 
thrir pre^eift state, without any dcteriuratiun of the batteries, nrullcry, 
^t:ues, uiugaziues of aminunitiun, provisions, or any sort of stores. 

(Signed) S. GOODAI.L. • . 

WM. YOUNG. 

• J. N. INGLEFIFXD. 

JOHN M'ARTUUIt.’ 

. Approved by me, 

ETIENNE MONTY, Presdt. tki De- 
partdment. . 

J. B. FRANCIISCHI, Adj. Gen. 

C. F. E. COUTHAUD, Adj. Gen. 

GALEAZZINI, Mayor of Bastia. 

Approuvd par moi. 



flaurn of Killed^ fFounded, and Missing, and dead of their Wounds, of 
the Troogs encamped before jiastia, from the itb of AprU to the 2lst 
Map, 1794. 

Artillery.—4 rank and* file, wonnded. 

11th Regiment—1 rank and file, killed; 1 paptaitt,.^ rank and file, 
wounded. • , * \ 

3§thdittp.—1 rank and file, killed; 2 rank and file, wounded. 

SOtli ditto.—1 rank eniiA file,* wounded ; 1 rank and file, dead of his 
wounds; 1 rank and f.le, iiiissing. ^ ^ 

09tti ditto.—1 captain, 3 .rank and file, wounded; 1 rank and file, dead 
jof his wounds. 

Marines,—3 rank au4 file, wounded; 1 rank and,file, dead oflys 
prouiids, ... 
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. Chaiseurs.—I ranknadfile, killed; S?ankand file, wounded; 1 rank 
and file) dead of his wdunds ; 5 rank and file, missing. 

Total.<*S rank and file, killed; S captains, 19 rank and lile, wounded; 
4 rank and file, dead of their wounds; 6 rank and file, missing. 

Captain Rodedale, of 11th regiment, wounded. 

Captain Clarke, of 69th regiment, wounded. '* 

' Acting Brigade Major. 

Ik 

KUlcdand WoundedSeamen tietween thclUh of Aprils and Uic 19fA of Matf, 

■l?94., 

'V'ictory.—>1 killed and 1 wounded. .. 

Windsor Castle.—>!i killed, 4 wounded, and 1 missing. 

Fortitude.—1 killed, i wounded, and 1 missing. 

Agamemnon.—S killed and 7 wcundeS. " 

Totai.—7 killed, 13 wounded, and ? missing. 

Lieutenant Tupper, of the Victory, killed. 

Lieatenant George Andrews, of the Agamemnon, wounded. 



r [fo be continued.] 


Pofcrp* 

IMP110.MPTU, 

On king present at the l)isc/iarge of 250 French Prisoners, old and 
Disabled Men, whom the Insjuctor (f Hospitals strongly admonished not 
to come hack, 

"ORlGnT d.ny for thee, old captive feeble men. 

If Doctor-should send y(»u to )our homes, 

Mirfd not to tfiiipt tlie “ faithless seiio” again, 

Fob diietul is his lot who hither conics. 

I 

• * 

• Your pensive looks, and pi|y-seeking eyes, 

Betoken much a fear that you will stay; 

Bot gladly will you find, to your surprise, 

Tbq Doctor means to send you all away. 
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Smt by a Half-Pay Officer to Ais Friend, who had Hdndly arretted him for 

a trifling Debt, 


• « 


T he good old adage of a Friend in need 

Jls proved in thee, for thouVc a friend indeed/ 
When struggling in life’s race, my powers did fail, 
You kindly came, and help’d me to the goal. 




NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR 1818 . 

• • • . 

• (Maj — June.) , 

RETROSPECTIVE* AND MISCELLANEOUS. ^ 

permanent events of the past month are, the dissolution* of the 
JL late Parliament by the Prince Regent, and the election of members 
to sit, and we hope to serve, in the Common's House oPilie ensuing Par¬ 
liament. In this election, what i^ termed the popular party seems to 
prevail. The apparent zeal of this party to ameliorate the condition of 
the people, is certainly ver;^ great; from this* zesil has arisen some very 
bold aspirations to the honour of a scut’in the British iluii.se of Commons; 
and such of the old members as^are again returned, wiU find themselves in 
strange-faced company. But what are faces? wc wnjit hearts and minds 
to represent us; and we now look to a majority of those who have them 
suited to our business; who sec clciirly what is wrong, and profess stoutly 
to do what is right. The alTairs of the nation are now surely under happy 
auspices, and we may look fur the return of Saturnian days. Great, indeed, 
have been the exertions of the pvojile to create a majority of their fienji 
in the House assigned for their Be|)resenuitioi); and we hope now to sec 
them, among other reforms, jusiii'y a rcfuriu of the old adage, “ great, 
talkers do the least.” That tiiose who have so lung and so earnestly 
laboured to make us sensible of our giicvaiiees, and W'hi>.<ic enlightened 
minds have so clearly seen the remedy for them, will prevail, and realize 
the pretensions they have so long lichi out. That men so pure in principle 
—so wi&c in project, apd so correct in practice, will .surprise us with new 
measures, and bless us in the fruits ,of them. They will, indeed, bring 
. with them a most weighty rcsponsibiliiy, 7’!iey have pfulesscd to woik 
miracles, and miracles will be expected from ilfbm—the people liavc been 
fed with wards long enough; so lung, that the fteders liavc become fur^ 
and tlieinselves mere ai«N iioihings. Tlic golden age, if it ever^existed, 
must be it-siond; if nor, be rendcued no loipter fahiilons. IVuin oiir 
shoulders iTiust be pluckevl that mountain of our lingerie', the rooted Dfbi* 
—Taxation hc.alioli-'''..i’, ; and as a iii^i .step to the at tan ment 

of these pruimstd ble ^ ' ;:-w ii'» citf r.s nt n.i-clm r, Voiniption, uiicP 


ojiprcssion, andtyrann; 


CA-is'iCii''• thiy have pour- 
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tnyied in such glowing .colours, must be ifestroyed, and be no longer tb# 
aui^ects of daily uutcry‘->But, alas! what will then become of the patriuta 
who live by it -—410 matter, ** Duke et decorum est pro patria mori.’* 

The late dissolution of Parliament by the Regent in person, is the first 
instance *bf the. hind since the times of the Stuarts. It was then the 
course, when Parliaments dissatisfied the King, and was always considered 
as an act ^ anger i and some persons have attributed the present instance 
to a similar motive or feeling, but it is far more probable, that the infe« 
rences to be drawn from a were not foreseen or contemplated by Minis¬ 
ters. The last Parliament, the dissolution of which was declared in a 
speech from the Throne, was held 1^81, which sat at Oxford, and in which 
the excluding of the Duke of York was proposed. 

Rapin has this notice of the dissolution. He says 
V The H(«use of Commons was resuming the debate about Fitzharris, 
when, on a sudden, the Usher of the. Black-rod commanded their atten¬ 
dance in the House of Lords, where-they found the King in hi84robes, who 
told them—* He perceived tliere were great heats between the Lords and 
Commons, and their beginnings were such as he could expect no gaud 
success of this Parliament, and therefore thought fit t» dissolve them.” 
Accordingly, the Chancellor declared the Parliauient dissolved. 

'* The King, who was 'prepared l>efoi;ehnnd for wh.it he had done, imme¬ 
diately took coach, and drove with all .speed to Windsor, and the next 
morning to W'hitehall, scenting extremely plestjed, that he had thus made 
Jbis escape from the designs uf the Commons. This Parliament, which sat 
but seven days, wa^ the fifth and last of tliis reign.*' 

The arrival of M.ijor Muodie with despatches for Lord Bathurst, from 
•Sir Hudson Lowe, at St. heiena, has excited some speculation, coincident 
as it is with an account of the landing 0 /a sailor at that island. The sailor 
had been one of the crew of the Northumberland man of war, which 
carried Buonaparte from Europe to St. Helena, anfl in that situation formed 
an acquaintance with Buonaparte’s servants. This sailor afterwards became 
one-of tlie crew of an East Indiainan, which being at St. Helena, in the night, 
he contrived to swim from the vessel,, climb up the rocks, and visit and. 
'pass some hours gaily among Buonaparte’s domestics. This he did two 
nigbtf without being discovered or noticed ; but in conversation on board 
•hip be boasted of his adroitness, and told confidently to his messmates 
what he had done. Knowledge of the transaction transpired: he was 
arrested;examined, and conducted home to England in confinement; hut 
it does not appear that he had any sinister intintion, or motive in view, 
than an innocent frolic. It is not believed that Buonaparte knew of his 
being among his‘servants; .however, the occurrence is supposed to have 
demonstrated the possibility of Buonaparte’s escape, and to have induced 
Sir II. Lowe to declare to llie govcrnn^iit at hyme, iliat if vessels are 
allowed to come to the island its present, he cannot answer for the 
security of his prisoner: ft is therefore supposed that anoihcf place of 
refreshment will be assigned for our East ludtamcn. 
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One tliniisanrl^ two hundred persons have emigrated ih>in Guernsey this 
season forsi'Vaiuriea, mostly to the United States; of these, lOOO are na¬ 
tives of Guernsey, a great number, when it is considered that the whole 
of the population of that itland is nut reckoned higiter than 19,000 

After the ?s'f»rilieri) Expeditioti had sailed for the Orkneys, it was discoif- 
ered that tljc iVent leaked so much from the holes made hy double cs&ing, 
as to render it absolutely nectssary for the safety of the vessel, to have 
her defects remedied on her arrival there, the efiecting of wliich detained 
the ships a few days^ loii^jbr than was intended.^ From the O.lvaejs, the 
^ips sailed without*iheir full complement of men, ip consequence of seve¬ 
ral of tireir crew having deserted, which rendered the duty uf the officers 
very hard. • 

* rvA:._ 

s 

Promotione snB ^ppointmm'tif. 

, Admirals, Cnptmns, &c. appointed. 

• 

Vicc-admiral RicCliiirles Uamilinn, Bart, as govevuor nnd commander- 
in-cliicfnf ^evidoundland, has sailed in the Ister, Capt.dn Forrest, C.B. 
The Jsrer is to reiurn home to be paid off. Sir Charles will shift *hi» flag 
into the Sir Francis Drake. 

llejir admiriil Sir Thomas Francis Froemantle, K.C.8. has lioisted his 
flag ii^ihe Siilislniry. ,'■>8, to snrrted Sir Charles Penrose in the command 
ill the Mi-oiterraneaii. It is said, Sir TIfumas will proceed his command 
iu the iiuch fort, Bo* % , ^ 

l^ir George Collier is to succeed Sir Jhmes Yeo ih the command on the 
cnn>>t of .Africa. Tlic '1 attar, 42, is lilting at CiiA^ham for his broad 
pendant. * • 

Captain Rnnisdeu is appointed to the Scout; Furfleaux, to theCarron ; 
Rudnea Sli.ninon, to the Ixvaiit ; the two last to be fitted for foreigu sta¬ 
tions. * G. Pccliell, to the licttcfte, at Sheerncss, fur Nur^h America; 
Toink'iiboii, to ilie Fly. 

Caf»t.iin G. F. Seymour, son of the laic Lord Hugh Seymour, pnd nephew 
uf lilt’ \l.irqut’ss uf liertfurd, has been appointed hy his uncle (as Lord 
Chinnbfilain) Serjeant at Arms to the Bouse of JiOrds (worth 2,U00/. per 
^Riinuiii); vacant iiy the death of Yl^ilhnin Watson, Esq. F.K.S. 

* Lieutenant Etiward Thoriiborougb, late Flag-lieutenant to Sir Edward 
Thurnboroui'h ; and Licateiiunt N. C. Huntel, late Fltig-lieutenant (oAd> 
niiral Douglas, are promoted to the rank of Commanders. 

• Lieutenants, (kc. appointed. 

The I.nrds Commissioners of the Admir.alty have been pleased to pro- 
. ninte Mr. Thomas Cook, Admiralty •Midshipman of 1I.M.S. Rochfort, to 
. the nmk of lieutenant, lor liis invention of a night lifa-hnov, for which 
Mr. Cook had the tionruirof receivy.g the gold Isis nieilal Qrom his Royal 
Bi“[]inc‘ss rbe Duke of Sussex, President of the Society for thetiencouragG- 
ment oC arts, &c. • • 

B. Sadler, of the Queen piarlott#, to the r^nk of Lieutenanf; Baker, ^ 
to comniiind the Perseus, stationed off the Tower to receive volunteer se% 
ineii’for the navy ; Chamberlayne, as Flag-lieutenant to Sir Charles Hamil- 
ion; Joseph Eastcrhiook^io the Tartar; Trovisden, to^ the Ipbegeni^ 
IJnydoii, to the Carron; Vernon and Glasscock, to the Sir Francis Drakf^ 
Bowe, to the Kite, new Rev^npe Cutter, at Plymputb, 

•l^ab.Cijcon. Vol.XXXlX, 3.8 
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Mr. C. Burney is«ppninted Master of the Tiber. 

Mr. W. Askew, purser to the Tartar. ^ 

. Midshipmen passed for Lieutenants. 

Messrs. Hill, Sawyer) Heysham, Gilbert, Beisher) Goddart, and Pina. 

Surueon appointed. 

• %* 

His Royal Highness thW Duke of Clrfreni'e liQS been pleased to appoint 
T.C. Jones, Etq. Sdrgeon ip his Mair-stv's navy and Plymouth dock-ya|<l, 
to be Surgeon-extraordinary to his^Roval Highness. 

Sir Henry Hniliam. is aboiit'tp quit the Admiralty at the recommenda¬ 
tion of his physicians. Sir Pulteuey Malcolm, it is said, will be his suc¬ 
cessor. >■ 


‘ deaths. 

«r 

Lafely, at Teignmouth, after a lingering illness, Lieutenant Southcote, 
11.N. ag^d 40. 

Lqtely, Lieutenant |I. J. Trejent, and Lieutenant Sampson, of the Royal 
Marines. 

Lately, ITfcnry Amyott Tves, aged 14, belonging to H M S. Severn, 
youngest son of the jute Otto Ives, Psq. of I'iichfield, Il.iuts. He was at¬ 
tended to the grave by the C<ipta‘iii. Officers, and Crew of the Severn, and 
Midshipmen of the Northuinbrrlnnd. 

Lately, of apoplexy, nt Falmouth, Captain Arthur Achison, R. N. 

Lately, the remains of Mr. Franccllrn. late Midslnpinnii of the Roch- 
furf, who was accidentally drowned jn I'lyniouth harbour on the Slt^l of 
February,Sucre interred in the burial ground at Ilaslar. The body wns 
picked up only the previous day, on the Hamilton bank, near the mouth of 
the harbour. 

On the 26th of May, suddenly, in the Barnfield Cresront, Fxeter, aged 
45, Joshua Rowley Waifon, Esq. Captain in the R.N. He had retired to 
rest the preceding evening in his uscAd health, and about two o'clock ku 
awoke under an impressiuiMliat the house was on fire ; he immediately got 
out of bed, and h.M-iiig ascertained that there was no cause tor the alarm, 
was returning to his room, when he suddenly dropped down at the head of 
the staircase and instantly expired. He was a gentleman of the most af- 
fiible apd friendly disposition, and has left a widow and sn. children to 
inourn the irreparable loss of an afTectionatc husband and father. 

May 31. At her house in Hewer’s Row, Plymouth, Mrs. Aithur, at 
the advanced Age of 76. mother of John Aithur, Esq. of Norley House, 
Hud Captaijl Arthur of the R.N. , * 

^uneS. Universally regretted, in his 63d year, James Cobb, Esq. 
Secretary to the Hon. East India Company, Irother-in-law of Caplaia 
Wainrlgiit, C.B. and Captain Francis Stanfell, R.N. He had been nearly 
half a century in the EAst India Company”s service, and was it gentleman 
.cmiftently distinguished for his literary attainments, as displayed* in the 
pperaa of the V Haunted Tower,” ** T^ Siege of Belgrade,'* &c. &c. 

16. At Stniiehnute, after a lone and sevei^ i}lqasi. Mrs, Burdeoi wife of 
Captaitt Burden, ft,N. ^ ‘ 
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HISTORICAL icCOUNT OF THE BRITIsfi, NAVY, ^ 

* FROM 1793 TO THE END OF 1814. 

[I'he references of vol. and page are to the jBabftl tffj^ronirtt ] 


AQ|€0, 44., Built'at Howdeii'* Pans, 1781. Lunrtli gun-deck 140ft. Bin. keel 
' 11.5 0.9111. Byfadili.10fee(. Depth 16 ft. 4^. Tons 892. 

■ William Clarke, 4793. ■ 

llirhard liuniile Biir^ss, Februiirj 1793. 

John Stephens flail, iTiine 1796. • • . 

^iimesBnwen, Match 1798. At the capture of Minorca by 
Sir J. Duckworth, November 18, 1798. And captured I5tli 
Novembe* l/98, his Majesty’s late sloup Peterel, vol. i. p. 80. 
C.i])lurrd, ill cnrhpniiy with the^Levialhan, February 8,1799, 
Santa Theresa,' Spanish frigate, 42 guns, &30 men, vol, ii. 
p. 72. 

"[July 1799. CaptnreTl August 6, 
1799, the Infiy^ita Amellu,* Spa* 


Bii’lcn up in 1815. 


Arliiiiral Earl St. Vince 
James Bouen. 


-r 


nisi) prIVafeeer, 12 guns. 

James Bowfn. Cnpliired Cc*iber 2t, 1800, Soft Fernando, 
12 guns, .5.1 men, Siniiiisb priv.vol. iv. p.419. vol. vii. p. 170. 
Captured, in cumpanv with Indelutisultle, Concorde, Ama- 
aon, ^evolntionaire, l.a Volage^ 26;>uns, Frciicii frigate, and 
convoy, 9ili April, 179.5. sol. xvjii, p. 452. 

Beiijaiinn ll.tllnwell, Septeniber 1803. Captured 12th Setem- 
ber 180.4, L’Ci'eau privateer, 10 guns, C8 men. voh x. p. 41^. 

Thomas Le ATardianr Gosselin, May 1601. 

Edward Cudringturi, July 18^4. ' 

George Aldhuin, May 1805. • 

KicketTs, July 1306. 


Stephen Tbuiiias Dighy, July iBOd. 
Frederick Warren, January 1810. 
p.511. 

Admiral .Stirling 
Cornelius Quinlon 
Wil'iuni FutliergtII 
Adiriiial W. Brown .} 

William Fotlicrgili, ) 


Court raaitial, voh xrir. 


October 1812, 
AprU 1813. 

T- 1814. 


ASSURANCE, 44. Built on the Thames in 1781, Length of gun-dcck 140ft. 4 in. 

keel 115 ft. 11^. Breadth 38 it. 2 in. Depth 16 ft. 4^ in. 

• Tons 898. . 

Velters Cornwall Berkely.- 1793. 

•’ William Bryers, Oflobcr 1793. 

. Cliaikvs Sawyer, %pnl 1795. 

B’oken up in 1814. Lieutenant R. Tooke_\, November 1796. , 

ACASTA, 40.. Built at Well’s Yard, RolTicrhithe, 1797. Leugtn of gun-dcck 154 ft, 
• J.engib of keell£9tt. Breadth 40 ti. 6 in. Dt-pib 14 ft. 3 in. 

• Toiis1127T 

Richard,Lane, Rkbrimry 17^. Captured, 1798, La Mutvie, 
in company with the Certs, of 16 guns, 9.5 men. val.ix, 
p. 114. Capluretl, Alay 1798, L’llirondelle, Freiiehpriva* 
le^, lO guns, and two others of 6 gmis. Captured, May 
1798, in company with the Cores, the St. Mary, oflajtfyain, 
Ftcncii privtitecr, 2 guns. 

[B. €. Vol. XXXIX.] • » 



« 




Edwcid Fellowei, • ATaj 1799. t Cdpturfid, May 1799i (wtv 
i'lench row-bmt*, S|»^h liiip I& Juno, 8<|j;uiii, polncro, 9 
funs, && irol, ii,. u. 347^ Dealroyed, January la-Vic> 
toire^ FWjneh privmeer. “Captured, July 1799, Spuninh selo'r, 

16 gum. vol. iii. p.l39. 

James Atholl Wood. January IBOO. Cdpturdd,*Dec. 189.'$, 
Frencb privateer L’Avanture, ^o.guns, 144 men. vol. xi. p. 

Jlicliard Dolling Dunn, . . 18041^ Pres(‘ut in SirJ. Duck- 

worth’s action. Fell.6,1806. See Superb. Aryl*at the destruc¬ 
tion and capture of'tive suit of the hue. vol. xv. p, 334'. 

Philip Beaver, —« — 1808. Captured, 17th July 1808, Le 
Serpent, French nniiunal brig, 18 guns, 104 men, voi,xx. p.S27. 
vvl. xxi. p. 320. 501. , 

Alexander.Robert Kerr, April 1811. Cpptured, July 24, 1819, 
American privateer, Curlew, 20 guns, 17^. men. vol. xxviu. 
p. 256. Ciptured, 23lli Drceiiiber, 1812, in cooipuny witli 
Poicliers, the Haiald, American privateer, 18 guns, 50 men. 
vol. XXIX. p. 246. ‘ Ca|Aiircd, ni cniiipany with Muidstone,** • 
Aniericdii sche'iner. Snapper, lOgiiiis, 90men, December 1812. 
oj!.'xsix. p. 247. Captured, in roiiipaiiy wiili PoiuCicrs, Ame¬ 
rican schooner HigliHyt r, 5 puns, 7f! nun, 9lh January IBID, 
vul. Kxfx,«p. 249. C'lpltited. in compiniy with Valiant anil 
Waap, American privaiet'r Porcupine, 20 guns, 72 iiieu, June 
18« 1813. vul. XXX. p. 248. 


JkCTIVE, 3$. Built at Northam 1780. Length of gun-deck 126 It. keel 103 ft. 

9 in. Breadth 35 ft. 7 in. Depth 12 it. 2 in. Tons 697. 

MTecliedJuly 17?6,in Edward Leveson Gower, July 1796. Wrecked iii River S(. 

Sliver St. Lawrence. * Lawrence. Ci'cw saved. 

V • 

ACTIVE (2d), 38, Built at Chatliaiii 1799. Length of giiii-deck l.'>0 ft. I in. Keel 
* 125 ft. 7 in. Breadth 39 ft.atl i>i- Depth 12 ft. 9 in. Tui;'- 

1063. • 

Chiirles Sydney Davers, E|t’ceniber 1799. 

Julm Gilfard, September 1800. Cnpuired French privateer La 
Quiiuila, 14 guns, 48 men. 26lh .l.iiiiiary 1801. vul. v. p.l6i'. 

* Tliaiuas U'lurue Siiurtlaud, October 1801, 

Ricbard 11. Mowbray, January 1804. Caplurcd, 27lh Apiil 
lGt)ti, French sdiuuiiiir l/cs Ahiik, 4 guns, 20 men. vol. xv. 

* p. 4.19. Ihesviil at the destruction ul the Tuikisli squadron, 
February 11), 1807. Sec Ponipee, Sir Syiinev Smith, and 
vul. xix. p. 292. xvii. 4‘J6.iiid 428. and xwi. 372. Captured, 
III company with citaiidurd, Iialian bug of war Fiicdland, l(i 
gnus, Marcii 26, 18l)d. vul. xix. p. 504. 

James Alexander Gordon, August 1808. See vol. x\iv. p. 501. 
Present ut the captuie'of La Favorite, French frigate, 44 gun.-, 
3.S0 men,,Corona, 44 guns, 350 men, Belluns, .S2 guns, 224 
men, on l.Stli March 1811, in cnnipaiiy with Amplnon, Or- 
beius, and Vulage. vul. xxv. p. 429. 423. xxvin, 274. Cap¬ 
tured, HI company willi CerU^rus, February 1811, live Irabac- 
tulos. vol. XXV. p.507. xxvi. 49.S. Captured, r compuny with 
Alceste and Unilc^ A'ov. 29,18ll,(|i8 Pumonc, 41 guns, 360 
iiimi, ami La Persaiine, 28 guns, 125 men, vul. xxvii. p. 197. 
260. and 343. xxxj.*35b. - 


AIUIOAINE, 88, (F.) 


Taken SO Sept. 1810. 

■t Jlilakeii tl SepUlBlO, 
h5 Buadicca. * 


Taken February 19,^1801, by llid Phoebe, 11. Baiiuw. 

John Stewart, April 1801. 

James Stevenson, July 1801. ' 

George Bctrllou, September 1801.* ‘ 

Thomas Manby, NoAeiubcr ]J)02. ^ 

Richard Raggett, February 1807. * ^ 

Robert Curbetl, June 1810. Taken by the. Aitrea end Ipld* 
genia, French frigates, 29 Sent. 18UI. vol. xxv. p. 160 and 
224. 




I^H;uInn^nl 8 iol 1 ^d Ijy AdAirul A. Bertie > Deermbrr IRIO. Present at cn 

(lie same Qame Thomas Graham, (ulinp). tore (tf Ijle of France. 

J)eceinher6, 1811, in companynvith the Illustnoiii, Roadicea, 
Niio#, Cornwallis, Clorinde, Comdia. Dors. Nfrcidi*, Psyche, 
Ceyton, Hesper, Ilecate, Eclipse, Staunch, Monche, Fheehe, 
aiui.Acleon, captured Uie Frencli frigates, L’As'rie, 44 g'lti!*, 
fieHone, 44, Manthe, 44, Minarva, 5f, Iphieenia, 36, Ne- 
reide, 36. Victor, HH, Enirepreiiante, 14, Brig, 14. tol. *iT. 
p. Idt, 

Brian ITodgsiin, .Tiil^ 811. , 

Honourable Edward Rodney, September ICll. 

• 

ALCESTE, 36, (T.) Xalcen by Centaur, June 18, 1W9. 

lirokeu upin 1802.. Thom,ns Bay ley, September^] 799. * 

t 

ALCESTE, (2d), 38, (F.) Tuken S.'illi September 1806, hy Centaur. 

•(Foimer name Ml- Murray Maswdi, A'jtril 1807. voi. xix. p. 343. DestrSyed, Jiin* 
nerve). 1809, two gumboat^n company with the Cyane. vol. xsii. 

]i.255. Captun'd, May 26, 18JOf Santa Maria, 6.guns, 20 
alien, .Sanin M. rin, 4 guiik |0 men, Porto Saino, 4 guns, 30 
men. vol. xxiv..p, 253. Sestroyed, in company with Belle 
• Puiile, FreiiCh brig of war, name unknown, 18 guns. vol. vxri. 

p. 166. Capiure/I, in compunyiwitli Active^ and Unit6, La 
Pnnioiip, 44 guns, and Pcrsaniie, November 29, 1811, See 
* Active, vol, XXVII. p. 197. 260. and 343. • 

, Daniel Lanrence, June 1814» 


ALCMKNE, 52. 


Built ill Harwich in 1794. 
William Browift, r—• 


John Gore. June 1796. * ^ 

W illiam Bsown, December 1796. Captured, 20th August 1796, 
La Rochelliiire, Frepch priAiiecr,«B guns. Captured, March 
1797, I.e Suryeillnnte, French privateer, 10 gnus 
fii'orge Ilope^ June 1798. Captund* August 2£, 1798, La 
Legere,6guns. Captured, 8lii January, i798|,llie Buonaparte, 
Frenrli pnvalecr, 2 guns. • • 

Henry Digby, June 1799. Captured, July 6, 1799,/.c Coiira- 
geiix, French pnvnteer, 28 guns, 253 men. vol. n, p. 342. 
(^apiiirecl, SOtii July, 1799, La Feliciilad, *Spiiiisli ship, 22 
guns. vol. Ill p. 72. Captured, Septmilier 22, 1799, Les 
iViix Ames, French privateer, 6 .■iins, 60 men. vul, in. p. 140. 
Captured, in euiiipuiiy with Niiiiid and Triton, La Simla firi- 
gadn, Spanish Ingate, to guns, and El Thetis, Spamsli iiigiite* 
^0 guns, 300 men. with 1,400,000 dolbirs, t2c. 0 loiu r 1^, 
:r99. u)l. 111 . p. 143. 11 . .h'K. Captured, ilie Di u>. Awns, 
I'reiicb |iiivutter, 1 Sept,^799, ui 6 guns, 60 men. vol. in. 
p.222. 

Samuel Suitoii, March 1301. Piesi in at Lord Neisnn's ailaek on 
the D.iiiisli ileti, 2d April 1801, mid Uitir debiructiun. See 
ElepluiM. vui V. p 350. xtv. p. .391. v. 337. ^ 

Juhi^ Ferns Devonshire (uctioe) June 1801, 

- Jiamberi, August 1801. 

.fohn Stiles, July 1832. 

' Janiea Biisliiine, Oeiolnr 1805. Capiiireii) .Taniiary 6, 1R07, Lc 

Lust iu 1809. CoiiPiiT, Freiieli jjnvaietr, ti/^inerly H. A-eri, 7 guns, 

TO men. vul. xvn. p, 79. • 

• \r. U. B. Treinlett, Apiil 1808. 

• 

ALCMENE, (2d), 38, (F.) ■raki.;(i by Lort Hood at fcoujon, Decimber 1793. # 

(Fui luer name Topaxe.) * 

• Edwanl Lloyd Oraham, Ftbriiary 1811. Captured, 8lh Jone, 

1819, J.'AigIe, 8 guns, 51- men. vol. xxx^,_ p. 29b. ^ 



% 

Jcreniish Coghlan; December t313.‘ Captured, *3d December,.^ 
1813, La Fleche, nadonat tcboondr, 19 guns, 99 men. toI. xxxi. 

, 25S. Capteicd, in qompany witb ’Pembroke, and Aicile, a 

crntroy, ISUi Apfii 1814. xxxi..^ p. 306. 

Chbriei Gfll (actinf:), July 1814 

Jeremiah Coghlaii, ^Febritqry 1814 * ^ 

AMAZON, 36, Built on the Thamei 1773. Length of gun-derk 136 ft. 4 In. Keel 

' * ' 104 ft. 6 in. Breadth 35 ft. % in. Depth 13 ft. £|in. .Tons 687. 

Bobert Cartfapw Reynolds, '■ —■ ■ 1793. Captured, 9lh April 

1795, La Volaii.-i, 36 guns. See Argn, vol. xviii. p. 4.59. 

' Destroyed, Jan. 14, 1797, Les Droits (I’llnnnnc, 74, in com* 

Wrecked 14lhJan. 1797. pany witji Indefatigable, vol. xyiii. p.4.55, 456. viii. 465. 

AMAZON (9d), 38. Built at'King’s 'Yard, Woolwich, 1799. Length of gun>deck 
l^ft. Krtel 195 ft. 7 ID. Breadth 39 ft. 5in. Depth 13 ft. 9 in. 
Tons 10.38. 

Edward Rioo, June 1^9P. Captured, Feb. 14, 1800, the Bogf 
gainville, Frj^cli pnv. IS guns, 89 men, which foundered next 
„ dny. vol. iii, p. 517. Present at the deMruction of the Danish 
fleet, April 9, ItiOl. See £lepbaij[i, and vol. r. p. 337. 350. 
xiv. 394 

Samuel SuTton, JanuaVy 1801. 

William Parker, November 1803. Captured, July 16, 187)3, le 
I^tlix, French prlv. 16 guns. 96 men. vol. x. p. 160. Cap¬ 
tured, 17tli Sept. 1805, £i Principe de la Paz, Spanish priv. 

34 guns, 160 men. vol. xiv, p. 359. Captured, in company 
with London, the Mareneo, 84 guns, 730 men, ahd La Belle 

' Foule frigate, 40 guns, 320 men, l3ili March, 1806. vol. xv. 
p. 433. Captured, 23d March, 181], le Cnpulon, French 
priv. 14 gunx.*83 tflen. vol. xxv. p. 342. xxri. 167. 

John Joyce (acting}, July 1310. 

William Barker, December iFll, 

AMELIA, 38. (F*) J . 

(Former, name Pro« > 'Faken June 1,1796, by thf Dryad. 

' aerpine. # j 

Hon. Ciisrle.s Herbert, September 1797. vol.ii. ti. l.’i.l.- Cap¬ 
tured, III company wiih Canaria, Kohiist, Fou<!<'wnit, Mag- 
nanirpe, EtliHlnsn, and Metanipn?, 16ih Oct. 179i:, Le lloclie, 

80 guns. vol. III. p. 353. and xxxiti. p. 6. Captured, 5(iiFeh. 
1801, Lc Juste, French priv. 14 guns, 78 men. vol. v. p. 344. 
Captured, May 10, 18O1, LTleuieux, French pnv. 14 guns, 

78 tiieii. vol. V. p. 527. 

Lord Prohy, May 1802. 

John Charles Woolcon^be, January 1805. 

Charles Ekiiis, February 1895. ' 

tVilliam Ct^arles Fable, June 1805. 

William Champain, May 1806. 

Hon. Frerl. Paul Irby, December 1807. vol.xxi. p. 257. Cop- 
tured, in company with Sialiro, 10th June, 1809, French 
schooner La Muucliie, 16 guns, 180 men, LavKtjouic, 8 guns, 

.51 men, La Mouclie -schooner, 1 gun, 25 men, and two 
other small vessels, vol.xxii. p. 78. Captured, 16th No¬ 
vember, 1810, Ce Charles, French priv. 22 guns, 170 niep. 

• vol. XXIV. p. 500. Destroyed, March 2.5, 1811, in company 
with 'Berwick, Qosbawk, Ha\»k, and Ninbe, a French fri- 
gaie, name unknown, vol. xxv, p.342. xxix. 257, 383. 

Hon. Granville Prohy, December 1814. ' 

Xostit Ald^y, Dec. | Tijon,,, Affleck, Ldst at Alderney, Dec, 89, 1795.' 



.afAkdix. . 

'• i • 

AMETHYST, (2i)), 38- Built at King’s Yard, Deptfurd, l7£)il, I^ngtli of giin-dccfc 
ffO ii. Kevl 141. Breadth 39 ft. 6iii, Depth 13 ft. 8ici. 
Tons lOlij « V • • • 

Joiin Cooke (1st.May 1799.» CapFured, 5?9th Dec^l7&9. 
h’Avantiirii-r, French priT. 14 geiis, 75 iinrn. vnl. iii. p 312- 
Cjptored, Feb. 5,1800, ,in company with Nyoiphe, (.ai Vaillaiit, 
Frtneli priv. 1.5 guns, 130men. vof. iii. p. 3i8. Captured, in 
company with Nymphe, March 3, 1800, l.ii Modeste, 16 guns, 
70 men. vnl. iii. p. ,319. Captured, April 1, 3800, the Mvs, 
French priv. 32 guns, 180 men. vol, iii. p. 404. Captured, in 
company with Silks, .lantiary 38, 1801, La Carlutu, Spanish 
priv. vol. T. p. 167. Captured, in company with Sirius an^ 
Oiscau, La Dodaignuesct French frigate, 36 gops, 300 men, 
• February 3, 1801. vol. v. pa 167. Captured, Ma.'i-li 17,1801, 
Neuslra Siaiiore del Carmen, Spuidsli priv. 6 guns, 65 men. 
vol. V. p. 4.31-. Capturefl, 13th April. 1801, Le (jciieral Brun, 
French corvette, 44 guns, 108 men. vol. v. p. 441. 

Henry Richafd Gl^eni, November 1801. • 

Alexander Campbell, Nbiy 1804. Court martial, voi. xii. p. 56. 
John A''illiani SprangeT, June 1804.«i • 

Michael Seymour, April 18U6. Captured, 15th May, 1807, in 
company witli. Dryad and Flovcr, the Josepliinc, French priv. 

* 4 guns, 4^ men.,vol. xvti. p. 511. Captured, November 15, 

1808, the French frigate LatTiKgis, 44 guns, 330 men. vol. xz. 
p. 417. .‘379. XXI. 94. 357. Captured, 4iJpril 13,1809, LaNie- 
men, French frigate, 44 gnns, Sl9 men. .vul.xxa. p. 343. 

5 Jacob Walton, September 1809. Lust, IClb Feb. 1811. vol.xz 
I p. 395. Court martial, vol. xxv*. p. ^60. xxgi. 251. 


Wrecked Feb. 1811, 
in Plynioulli Sound. 


AMBUSCADE, 32. 


Built on RiveV Ulmmes 1773. fengih of gun-decS 136ft. Sin. 
Keel 104 ft. 1 in. 'Breadth 35 ft. l|in. Depth 13 It. 3 in. 
Tons ^4. * 

George iJiiff, . - i 1794.* • 

'Jhomas Twy^en, - 1796. Captured, May 1797, Le 

Buonaparte, French priv. 3 guns. • 

Henry Jenkuis, -- 1798. Captured, No^. 39, 1F798, LjHi- 

rondelle, Frcncli priv. 20<ons, *.50 men.’vol, i. p. 75. 77, 


riJIlilCIICt A'lbTIlIvll pilVs 4* p. f « r • 

'J'akcii by J,a Bayonnaise. vol. i. p. 170. Court martial, vol.n. 
p. 354. Retaken by Victory, June 1803. vo|. x. p. 164. 


Taken 14th Jan. 1799, 
by La Bayoiniiiisc, 

French trigulc. 

Retaken hy Victory, 

.Tune 1803. Broke up 1813.' 

AMBUSCADE, (3d), 38. (F.) Taken by Canada, October 11. 1798. 
John Talbot, January 1800. 

Hon. John Colville, September 1800. 

Admiral Thornljorougli. I jgOS. 

David Colby, 5 

David Atkins, April 1803., 

Name changed to La Richard Hawkins, Alay 1803. 

Seine, Jan. 1804. William Durban, January 1804, 


AMPHinini!, 24. 

Wrecked in 1793. 


Built in 1778. 
Aisthony Hunt, ~ 
vol. i. p. 347. 


1793. Lost in the Mediterranean 1793. 


A ss'iiin'TTXT'rt' /■•.IX o- f Built at Southampton 1778. 
AWHITRIfE. (2d), 28.^ ^ 

(Formername Pomona.) ^ 


( Depth 11 ft. 

Ht^ry D’Estgrre Darby, ■ ■ 1793, 
Lord Augustus Fitzroy, June 1794. 
Joint HaUiday, FSbruary 179#. 

Hon. Charles Herbert, January 1796. 


Length of gun-deck 120 ft. 
Tons SH Keel 99 fu 6 in. 




O^oken up ia 1805. 


I 

|iFl^£NOU*. 

•• 

Cfemrlcs Ekiii^ Sr^rinbn 1797.* C«pinmi, 2d Eebmarj, 1798,* 
la BaU«ri*'Il»abliqn^, Freiicli.priv. 4 guna. Captured, 

* • tfOff ,fJk ududkloupienne, French pfiv. 10 guns, 

8(1 tterij La Priae-(tti'HattaT Fraucli priv, 8 guns 05 men, Ls 
Borddaia, i>.gnAs,, 85 men. vol. i. p. 435. Cupinred, June R, 
1799, Xe Durpteiiim -FAnch prie. *18 guna, 129 men. vol. ii. 
Captitred^ JlSt ]SIay,*1799, Le D^ucrat, French 
' < priei. 12 guna, 80 men. vol. ii, p. 550. v. 442. 

Lieut; C. M. Gregorjf, (acting), Marph J801. tSI. t. p^445, 

,4. — . Harvey^^ptember T801. 

Frederick Warren, October 1801. • 


AKPHITRITE, (Sd), 58 , SpaqiaK. Taken by Donnkgal, ^ 2 Sth November, 1804 . 
vol^xiv, pi 546 . , 

Robert Corbett, . . 180 . 5 . ' , 

Sold 1810 . Hon. Coortpey Boyip, May 1805 . 

, _ ’ « • * * 

AMFUITRITEf'CltU), 58 , Lud dowi^ the East Indies 1815 ^ 

# ' * * * 

ANDROBIACHE, 52 . Built on the Thames 1781 . Lengthrtf gnn-drek 126 0 . 2 in. 

Keel 104 ft. Breadth ^55 ft. 2 in. Deptii 12 lb 2 ni. Tuns 683 , 
Thcophilus Jones,—^— 1793 , • 

Cbar|ps .Toliii Moore'Muitslield, 1795 . 

BadtenplBlO. ' g Robert Lawtie, October 1799 . viil. v. p. 465 . 


^DROMACBF., (2d), 38, (F.)^ j,y Centaur, Tone 1799. See* Pii 

/Former y Princes Cbarlottc) ^ < Charlotte. 

(Formeriy La Junon./ 


IIICC&S 


George*robin, January ,1808. Captured, October 2.J, 1813, in 
company with Achates and Pyramus. toI. xtx. p. 430 and 443. 
Captured, January 18, 18j^, French national sebouner l..t 
Frqspcref 5 gunp 60 men. ml. xxx'u p. 84. C.iplnred, Fair 
American, American priy. Feb. 1814. vol. p.l73. Cap- 
pired, March 14, 1814, Le Comete, French priv. 14 guns, ti.S 
men. vol. xxxi. p 348. ‘ . • 


• * 

*ARAX£S, 38. Built 1813 at Northfleet. 

* George Miller Bligb, August 1314. 

• 

APOLLO, 58. Built at Woolwich 1794. 

Isaac George Manby, u" ' - 1796. Captured, June 22, 

1796, in company with Doris, La Legere, c-orvetle, 22 gllu^. 
, vol. V. p, 206. Captured, Dec., 1796, in company with Puly- 

pheinus, Les Deux Amis, French priv. 14 gnus. 

Wrcc|-ed off Holland, Peter Halkett, ■ -■■■ - lf98. Lo?t off coast of Holland, Jtifil; 
Jan. 1799. 1799. vol. {. p. 168. Court martial, vol. i. p. 163. 


APOLLO, (2d'), 56. Built at Dudman’s Yard, Deptford. 

Peter Halkett, October 1799. Captured, 2.511) January 1803, 
the Aquila, Spanish corvette, 22 guns. vol. iii.|p. 317, Cap« 
* lured, Spanisli S. JiV. of 18 guns, :(10 men. vol. iv. p. 326. 

Cdpiuieil, lOili Nov. 1800, tlic Resolutiuu, Spniiisii S, W. uf 
18 guns, 149 men. tnol. v. p.l67. 

L>hn Wiilium 'i'uylor Dixon, November 1802. Captured, 29tii 
Wrecked on the coast June, 1^83, Le Dart. French oatmual Urig, 4 guns, 46 men. 

of Porti||ftl, 2d April* vol. x. p.lj9. ]a)st,*2d April, 1804, on the coast of Portugal, 

1804. vul. XI. p. 393. Court martial, vo]. xii. p. 67. • 

AP(^JX), (Sd), 38. . Buili 1806,^1 Pinson's4iard,‘ Bgrlesdoo. 

e Edward Fellowe,s,,July 1805. Lapiuied, June 10, 1806, Frcncll 

brig. vol. xvi. p. 167. ' 

Alexander Wtliuot Sebothberg, Ocjpber 1806, 



Bridin Wutkinson* Tayter, ■■ ■■ " ■■■ ■ « 1609. Prf»eirt at the 
doyiriictioQ, Koa, 1« 1809| of LaL^prajH^Sgons, llOi^, 
Lii y>^oiK,*14 etlierC >» compan^^itli 

Tigre,'(]K|niberIatiap Volontairen.t'd^aze. Philonici, Scout, and 
TgAan. vui. luii. 50%and 50^. Captured, 14lii Feb, 1812, 
the Meriuoj frigtde; ^firgniis, men. vol. xxvii. p. 434. Ca|^ 
turod; SOth Sept. 181 it, {.'Ulyaae; 6 guni,. 5d men. toI. zxriii. 
p. 509. Captured, in company with Vl^azle,«a Trabaccuit^ 
Dec.?, 181?. roj. xxiz.’506, xxz.40. S39. ?59. Deitroyed, 
Feb. 6, ldl4, .L'U^fue, Freuoh frigate, ia company with 
Havannah. vol. xxln7 p. 426. ’ ■ * • 

Edward Movd Graham, Juue 1814. 

Anthony Blagtare Vaipy, (acti^), Anguit 1614. 

AnETiirSA, .?8. Built at Briitol, 1781. Length^fgdn-Aeck 141 ft. 1 in. Keel 116ft. 

* 10 in. Breadth 69 ft. D,epiJt 13 ft. 9|, Tons 948. 

. lion. Seymour finely *Marcb 1793. • 

Edward Pellew, Septemljer 479A. Captured, in' company with 
Flora and .'Mcliwnpusa April 35, 47^4, La 44, Le 

Baber, 30 guu!>. vul. iii. p. 337. Destroyed, August 1794, in 
Jbmpany will) i^lora, Dininond, Diana, Artois, St. Margarita, 
La Felicit6, I'rehcli frigate, 40 guas,,350 men, L'Espion, 18 
guns, aiul L’Aier'., l8 guns. vul. xviii. p, 4i-i8. Captured, 31st 
October 1794, in company with DAmund, Artofr, and Galatea, 

, La Revolutionimire, 44 guns.' vol. xviii.' p. 449.^ Captured, 
1794, liC Quiiitiile, 14 cuns. La Revanche, 14 guns, LaNoiH 
vclle Eugenic, liJ, L'llyene, 24. Le Vengeur, 13, L’lncou- 
ccjvubJe, 18, L'Heureuse Nouvelle, 39t L'iielreux, 16, and ' 
La Minerva, 16 guns. vul. xviii.«p. 449- • 

Mark ilDbmsoii,* Apiil 17J.5. 

Thomas Woolley, March 1796. Captured, April 30, 1800, Le 
(jcncial ernadutie, French priv. 14 guns, 57 men. vol. iii. 
p. 497. Captured, 18ili .April, 1601, Le Brave, French priv. 
14 guns, 57 man. vul, v. p. 354. xiv. 184. vii. 170. Captured, 
La Gaiel6, Front h corvetlei 30 guns, August 10,1797. Cap¬ 
tured, ill company with Iinniortaiii£, ^uly 31, 1801, L'lnveii- 
tiun, lunr-fiiasied French privafeer, 34 guns, 110 man. vol. vi. 
p. 151. • 

Jdtues Bowen, Aiigtist 1801. , 

Charles Brisbane, March 1805. Captured, August 33, 1806. La 
Buiuona, Spanish frigate, .38 guns, 347 men, mid 13 gun-boats, 
in company with Anson, vol. zvi. p. 504. Cnptured, Jan. 1, 
1807, Dutch frigate Hatslnr, Siiriiiuiu, Flying Fish, £cc. See 
Anson, vol. zvii. p. 168 <'ud 355. * 

Rube.'t Mends, September 1308. Captured, Nov. 26, 1608, Le 
General Ernouf, French firiv. l6 guns, 58 int-n. vul. xx. p. 480. 
Captured, in company witli<Ametliy»l, Le Nuiniii, Frctieli fri- 
ga'e. See Amethyst, vol. sxi. p. 313. xti. 430. Captured, 

^ hlarch 17, 1610, La Lcvrelie, French piiv. 4 guns, 30 uu n. 

vol.xxii, p. 435 XXIV. 160. 

Sold in 1813. a Fmams Holmes CoiSn, February 1811. • 

• • 

ARETKUSA, (Sd), 38. Laid down King’s \ard, Milford, 1814. 

ARMIDE, 38, (F). Taken by Centaur in 1806. • * • 

Lucius Uafilyfflan, September 1809. vol. xxiii.^. 436. 450. and 
514. 

Ricbar^ Dating Sunn, August 1810. vol. xxiv. p. 433. 

Juhii Temple, Se^tCuijier I8l3. * 

Sir Edward tTlioinas Troubridgef February 18lS. Captnrgdt 
August 15, 1814, in company with Eiidymioii, American pri¬ 
vateer Herald, 17 guns, lt)0 men. .vol. xsxii. p. 259. Attgusi 
16, ISM, captured Aiiirrmaii priv. liivmcibk', 16 guns, <10 
men. vol. Xx\ii. p. 359. xxx.i:. 337.. 


Sold 1815. 



^ppEirni:^. 


0 ' ^0 

^ ASTREIA, 3t. q< Cowes 17811 Lengili' of gun-deik Ifdft. K«el 103 ft. 7 in. 
c W . ^Breadth ,156.'^9n. DmiIi T(ns7(3. ^ 

,, ', Pobo^l filoorsotii. ]larcli 1793. ■ 

1 qM Henry ^wlett, — 179.9. Captured, April 10». 179.5, 

HI company witli Arlrairal Colpoys’s squldrAu, Gloirc, 
Frciicli Irigrtf, 49 |iin». , ‘ . 

, BicLurd Lane, June 1795. Present at the action of Lcrd Brid- 
, pj«t,'23d Jitiic, 1799, and at the capture pf the, Tigre, 84, 
rbriiiidahle, 80, and Alexander. See AlexaodeV. voKi..p. !f90. 
yol. XV. p. 7. 

Bichard Dacrea, April 1797. Captured, 22d April, 1798, La 
BeiiominiS, Freuc|i priv. 5 ^un^. Capiurcri, 20th May, 1798, 

'La Veagcailce, French pnv. 6 guiv>. Captured. lOth April, 
1799, Le Marsuuiu, French priv. 14 guns. Captured, 1st' 
June, 1797, the Sluwer, Dutch priv. 10 guns. voi*. v. p.43(). 

Peter Kiboleau, ^dTch 1^1. . 

James Cartbew, - ' ■ 1805. ^ * 

Jam^s Dunbar/f^ebruary 1806. 

. ' Edmund Hey wuod, November 1807. Captured, 14th Decent- 

Wrecked in West bar, ^807, in company with Boyalist, French pnv. Pfovidence, 

Indies, 1808. 14 guns, 52 men. vol. xviii. p. 504. Lost-.• vol. xx. p. 44. 

. . f ^ 

ASITIEA; t?d), 36. Built 1010. 

Charles Marsh Schomherg, June 1810. Captured, May 21, 
c 1811, in company with Phoebe and Raceiiorsh, I^a Renotnmec, 

44 gnns,' 470 inch. vol. xxwi.'p. 431. Captuied, 28ili.May, 

^ 1811, in company wilh Phu'be and Racehorse, La Nercide, 

frencli frigate, 44 guns, 470 men. vol. xxvi. p. 434. 388. 

- lit'xf. -495. • 

John Evaleigh, (acting), August 1813. 

W'illiiini Black. July 1814. . 

Edqfard'l'iittoe, December liftd. 

L’ASTREE, 38. Taken brBoadicca, at the Isle France, Dec. 1810. 

ALPHEUS, 36. Built on the Thames 1814. 

, .. Lifeorge Langford, May 1814. 

L'AIGLli 36. (F.) Tykcn in 1782. 

• Juiiii Njchalsun Inglcfield, February 17931 
Samuel Hood, - - 179.5. 

Charles Tyler, 1796. Captured,' June 12, 1797, L’lliirriot, 
French pnv. 6 guns. Captured, .30ih July, 1797, in coni- 

, paiiy with Busioii, the Hazard', French ptiv. 8 guns. .Cap¬ 

tured, 13lh August, 1797, La Moiiche, trench pnv, 8 gun.. 
Captured, 1st DccVmbcr, 1797, I..a Mincrve, Frenclif^v. 

Wrecked o.ii the^nast 4 guns. Captimd, 4ih .Tan. 1798, the Requin, French pnv. 

blBarfiarj,'1798. ■ 20 gnus,* Wrecked in 1798. vol, xx. p.261. xxxii. 143. 

i-'.MCLE, (fid), 36, Built at Adam’s Yard, BucLlcrsliard, in 1801. . 

George Wolfe, December ISWfi. Destroyed, l9tU .Tuly, 1804, 

• 1m Joie, 14-guns, and La Cliaraiite, ‘zO (^uis, French Cor-- 

’ vetles. vol. xilf. p. 135. Caplttied two Spanish %un-boals, 

‘ . Nipvi. 8,1805. vo^i^iv, p. 431. 

Henry Evelyn Pitfield Sturt, (acting), February 1805. 

• *' George (Wolfe, March 1605. Qa'pturedi' 22d Sept. ,1E10, La 

* Fhmnix, French priv. fiOgui^ 129 men. voLzxiv.p.418. Pre¬ 
sent at the destructiqin of the Ville. 4e Farsovie, 84, Tuiuierre, 

74» Ai|'uilon,-74, :and£alci|tta, p6 gups, in Basqpe Ronds, b; 

. Lord GambierV^tt, April 14, 1809, Hi-coinpBiiy with Gale 
■ doniap Csiar, wlloua, Reiolutiou, Theseu^ ^ero, Dooega, 
Revenge, 'Illustrious, Gibralfur, Valianr, Pallas, Unicorn, In* 
delatigable,.Emerald, ^na, topaiieuscr Foxhound, Beagle, 

6tc. vol. xxi. 405.344. xviii.s627. 

Sir John Louis, October 1809. vol, xsx* p. 437.237. xxxL 5{16.. 

a 

[To be continued.] 




APPEHjFBIX.. 

iv: 

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE BRITISH*NAVY, 

FROM 1793 TO rffn end of 1814 . 

[The referencesof*voI. rdcI page are to the BahtA Chronicle]* 


^ ^''£OLUS, SS. Built on the lliver Thames 17£i3> Length of ^nn-deck 12.S it. 5 in. keel 

Ifamc changed lo 103 ft. 6 in. lirt'aath 35 ft. 9 in. depth J 3 ft. Tons 1^4. 

Guernsey. See Guernsey. , ,*• , ^ 

^OI.IJS (2d). 33. Bnilt’at Barnard's Yard, Deptford# in 1801. , 

^ John William ^rahger, March 1801. 

Henry Whilby, August 1803. 

Andrew Fitz f>ans,’ May 1803. Ohptured, July 80, 1805, in 
• company with Elephant, Belieruphoii, Tartar, Theseus, and 

Vanguard, Le Duqnesne, 74, and L’Oiscao, Fretich national * 

• schooner, 16 guns, 60 men. vol. x. p. 499. 

Lord William Fitsroy, May 1804. PresenUat t8e capture. Nor. ** 
4, 1805, of Mont Blanc, 80, Dogifliy Trouin, 74, ficipion, 74, 
Fornndahle, 84f in copipany with Csiar, Namur, Hero, Cou- 
rogcus, Pheenix, Hevulntiunnaire, and Sguta Margarita. voU 
3iv. p. 437. 491. xxix.^6. 

Lord James Townshend, December 7810. 

' Joseph Lamb Papham, —— 1813. 

James Creighton, - - — 1814. • • 

* 

J.’AIMABLF., 32, (J*.) Taken by Lord Hood’s sqnahron 1*783. Length of gon.deck * 
133 ft. 5 in. keel 109 ft. 5 m. breadth 30 ft. 8 in. depth 11 ft. 
Tons 782. * , 

Sir Harry Burrard, February 1793. Captured La MozelJe, * 
French corvette, 30 guns, May 1794. Captured, May 1793, 
in company with Juno, the Laborieux, Fmch priv. Captured,' 
May 1793, in company with Circe, I/i Tourier, French priv. 

10 guns. * 

Francis Laforey, May 1795. ^ 

Charles Sydney Davers, February 1795. Captnrad, Sept. 33, 
1795, Le Sans Culottes, ^8 guns. Captui^d, ^pt. 1796, 
L'lris, French priv. 6 guns, 
jeramett Mainwarmg, November 1756. 

William Granville Lolib, April 1797. Captured, 6th April 1797, 

Le Chasseur, French priv. 6, guns. Captured, 6th April 1798, 
ftf company withSefturge, the Triumph, French priv. 14 guns, 
and Chasseur, Fsench prir. 8 guns. Captured, 30th April 
1798, L’Espiegle, French priv. 3 gnus*, * 

Henryk Boper, January 1799. • • 

William Bolton, October 1003. * 

Hon. Duncombe Fleydell Bouverie, August 1805. 
liOrddGeorge Stuart, July 1807. Captured, Nov. IS, 1807, L« 
Decide, Frt3)cb*p\^v. 16 guns, 51 mni. vol. xviiit p. 500. Cap* 
tured, 3(tFeb. 1809, L’lris, french frigate, 34 guns, 14(^ea. 

• • vol. zxi. p. 171. 139. 

Sold ill 1814. John Charles Woolcomhe, Sept. 1810. Court raaniai, vol.xzv, • 

p. 79y • • • 

[B. Cf. Vol. XlbtlX.] 



Af r£Kl)XX. ■ 


ARTOIS) 38. .Bailt in ATIMi' * • 

• ^ Sir jEdmand Nnslci — ■■1793. Ctf^tured llie Revolulionnairr. 

''s * -44 gnni) .Oct«beTjl794.e See Areihnsa. toI. xviii, p, 449. 

Ca^redi La FclifftA, 40 guns. L’Espoir and Alerr, 18 guns 
IiMt on coast of France, eacb. See Arethusa. Captured, Sit Not. 1796. Le Franklin. 
Jalj31|1797. French priT. IS guns. Lost Julj 31. 1797. * ^ 

• « 

AlfEKANDRIV 39. (F.) Taken by Foudroyant at Alexandria, in 1801. 
(FormernaoiellegenerAe.} Wilson. February 180S. t 

ALEXANDRIA, (Sd), 39. Built in I80o^ King’s Yard, Portsmouth. 

Hon. Edward King, February 100.5. 

’ Nathaniel Day Cochrane, Jannarj' 1808. Captured, August 

1808, in^’company with the Redbrcihi, the Morin, Danish 

E riv? 1 gun,, and a gun>bont. vol. xi. p. 237. 
n Quiliiain, February 1810. * 

, Robert Cathcart, NoV, IBlf. vol. x.\x, p. .S97. , 

% 

AMPHION, 32. .Bnilt at Chatham 178tf4 Length of gnn>deck 126 ft. 1 in. keel 104 (t. 

* 3 ID. breadth 35 ft. depth 19ft. Sin. Tuns 679. 

Herbert Sewjer, June 1793. * 

Blew up at Plymouth. Israel Pellew, —— 179'5. Blown up September 22, 1796. 
1796. vol. iii, p. 197. 

t « 

AMPHION, (3d}. 39. Built at Belt's Yard, Mistlaytliorn. 1798. Len^ih of gim* 

* deck 199 ft. keel 121 ft. 6 in. breadth 37 ft. 7 in. Depth IS It. 

6 in. Tons 914. * 

« Richard Harry Alexander Bennett. February 1799. Cii|itured. 
Nov. C6| 1799, L’Aslurigna, Spanish priv. S4 gum, TOO men. 
in company with Alartfi. vol, lii. p. 318. 

• Alexander Fraser, May 181S. 

Thomas Mastermsn Hardy, Octftber 1812. 

Samuil Sutton, September 1604. Captured, Oct. 6. i804, in 
company with IndefatigiTble. Medusa, and Lively, J.at Aledee, 
Spanish frigate, 4S guns, 300 men, lai Kama, Spanish frigate, 
Sp, La Clara, 36 guns, 300 nien, La Alvrcidcs, 36 guns, 280 
men, voL xii. p. 393. 

William Hoste, December 1805. Captured, March 1809, Frenrli 
brig, name unknown, 6 guns, and a trabaccolo. vol. x\i. p. 439. 
in company with Redwing, vol. xxii. p. 153. Capliired, S7th 
August 1809, 6 gun-boats, &c. vol. xxn. p. 505. x,\iv, .501. 
^ Captured, March 14,1811, La Favorite, 44 guns, Curoiia, 44, 

^ ^ Bcllona, 32. Sec Active, vol. xxv. p, 4S3 and 430. 

* James Pattison Siewarl. May 1813. vol. xxxi. p. 64. 

e * 

ALARM, 39. at Harwich, 1758., Length of gun-dcck 125 ft. keel 103li. 4in. 

Fustshipcvercoppcred. breadth 35Vt. Sin. depth 19ft. Tons 683. The tirsi ship that 
was ever cappered. 

Lewis Robertson, March 1793. Captured, 23d April, L’Enfant ' 
de la Patria, French priv, 10 guns, and Cbauvciiii, French 
priv, 10 guns. 

James Carpenter, October 1794. Captured, in company with 
Bellona, Le Duma, french priv. 20 guns. 

Pavid Millie, May 1795. Destroyed, La Liberie, French cor-' 

‘ vette, 90 guns. May 1795. t 

* G. Vaughan, . . f796. Captured, Feb. 1796, in company 

with Zebra, a French privateer. Captured, March 1796, 

3 French privateers. ■ r • 

Edward Feilowet, N«vemBec 1796. Captured the El Galso, 
Sponish 1;orvelte, 18 gnus, iNov. 93, 1796. Captnreri, Jone 
1799, Spanish brig of war, 18 guns, vol;iii. p.68. Ohptnred, 
in com^ny with Carnatic, Thunderer, aAd Volage, Santa 
' Dorvol,-Spanish xebec, 4 gnns^Sd June, 1799. vol, iii. p.68. 
Captured, in company with Hoimibal and Tluinderer, Spanish 
schoonor £1 Fefii, 14 guns, *80 men, Jane 1799. voL iii. p. 68. 



• ^ ’Amubij:. , 

Rdber? Roller October 1799. Oi^red, in companj Wiih 
.^mpbiofl, L'Atfori^a, Sponioh ptir. f4 earn, Nor, 1799* 
vol iii. pTSlS.M^ptai'eii* Mfy 1799^ £1 l^xaro, SpuS. prir. 

. 16 guni. Caplaredi Feb. 1800,* £1 Curbo, Span, priv. 4 guns. 

_ • • Captured, Nor. 1800, Le General Tooitaaint, French -prln 4 

Brule up in ttl2. gipu. Captured, in ^800, La Confiance, Spanish priv. S guai. 


ANURQMED4* 32. Built at Liverpool, 1784, Length of gun-deck 1€9 ft. fceeliOdft. 

9|. breadth SSft. 5^ in. depth 18 ft. 7in. Tons 714. 

.Tohn Salisbury, 1794. 

Lord Northesk, — ■ — 1793. •• 

Thomas Sotheby, - 1794. ^ 

•Williaqi Taylor, - 1M5. Captured, in company with 

, Ranger and Kite, the Ze^iyr, JOutch frigate, March 6, 1796, 
of 38 guns. * 

Henry Inman, February 1799. Captured, in company with 
Dart, Waft), Fllctftt, Comet, Rosario, Selby, Baxer, Teaser, 
Biter, and Cotter, iylv 8, 1800, La Desirde, French frigate, 
40 guns, 35(Fmen.*Tof. ir. p. 73* • 

ilames Bradby, .Tanuary 1800. 

Broke lip 1612, Charles Fielding, October 1808. 

.\NnilOMEn\. (y.l), 24. Taken in 18li 

(Formername ||laiiiiibal.) llichard Arthur) Nor. 1812. * * 

.kQUILON, 32. Built on River Thames 1786. Length of gun-deck 1S9 ft. 8 in. ked 
107ft. breadth 35 ft. 8 in. deptli 12 ft. 7in.^ Tons 724. 

V Hon. Robert Siopford, ■ —— — 1733,* ftesent at Lord Howd*» 

action, lit June 1791, and at the capture of 7 Aiil of the line. 
See Queen Cnarlolte. vcl. i. p. 21. 

Kobert Barloiv, ■ ■ - " ■■ 1794. Present oi the cB|tlnre, by Lord 
Bridp^t, 23(lJuiie, 1795f of Form id able, 80, Alexander, 74, 
Tigre, 84. Sec Royal George, vol. i, |>. 290. vol. xv. p. 7. 
WilliuiH Edward Cracraft, Sept, 179^. Captured, Sept. 1797, a 
Freiicli |5riv. 1 goii. * • 

TIii»i.o!> Bo}s,S ept. 1798. Capturcdi Feb. 1799,Frenchscliodner, 
* 16 guns, name unknown, vol. ii. p. 243. Captured, July 1800, 

French scl.ouner, 2 guns, name unknown, vol, liR p. S09. 
'William Pakennain, February 1811.' • 

William Bowies, May l81l. * 

James Boxer, August 1814. 

Thuiuus Burton, September 1814. 


^.VISTEUDAM, 32. 

(Former iiatne Pro¬ 
serpine.) 


Sold 1814. 


(Dntch.) Tukgp May 4, 1801, by Centaur, at the surrender of 
Surinam. • 

William Ferris, May 1805. 

Alexander Times, (acting), July 1806. 

Edward Wallis Iloare, June 1807. 

Wiifiaiu Moree, September 1809. 


L'AUROUE, 32, (F.) ll'uken by Victory.at Toulon, December 1793.* 

Henry Itirann, -- 1794. vol.xxy. p.7 and 9. 

William Henry Iftisbane, March 1793. 
l,ieut W, Bulion, December 179a. ■ 

> Gc-Srge Clarke, .September 1796. * 

Richard Dallitig Dunn, Januaiy 1799. 

* George Lung, May 1799* 

* Juhi es Dulryiiiple, November 1799. , 

Broken up iii 1803. Philip Beaver, IRcenibcr 1^. , 

* * ■ *1 * 

jllTROR4. -28. • Built on River Thames 1777.' Length of gnn-deck 120ft. 6io. keel 

9 ML 4 in. breadth 33 ft. 7 in. depth 11 ft. Tons 596. • 

Wiltiam Essinglon, - 1793. Captured, Jooe 1794, & . 

. Narciase. French ntiv. 14 cuns. • 



|prEj}iiiV> 

Bicliard Kin^i Jariaary 17'95. * ^ 

Charlei Oatnier, September 1795# 

Hdh. F. WodehAi!<6JJune4796: * 

John F-arker Robinijii, November 1796. 

Henry Difiby, January 1797. Captured, May J798, ElReceviso, 
Spaniah pnv. 6 puns, and La Velora Arragonraa, Spanish fri> 
gate, SO gtihs, Sept. 1798. Deairuyed, 29d June, 1798, 

, £galii 6 , French corvette, SfO guns. Captured, March 27, 
1797, the Neptune, French priv. 16 guns.' Captbred, ISlh 
'Aug. 1797, theJ^rieAnne, French priv. 14guns. Captured, 
7lh Sept. 1797, ^’Aigle, French pnv. 12 guns, and Cspiegle, 
French priv. 14 guns. Captured, Nov. 1797, L'Avanture, 
French priv, S guns, Destioycd,. 22 d Jiin>-. 1798, a French 
priv. 26 'guns. Captured, ^7th 1798, I a Casualidad, 
Frdncb prit( 6 guns. 

Thomas Gordon Caulfield, February 1799. 

Philip Beaver, Jiiae^lSOO., . 

David Lloyd, Vli|\ 1802. 

Micajah Maihuir, dmie 1802, 

John WeiitMcirtli Luting, January 180^ vol,xxi. p. I 6 S. 

Hon, Gearge Elliot July 1805. 

Hon. ■' Seymour, ‘Ntavember 1806, , 

Dickson, April 1808. 

Sold in 1814. JobnS)ueT, ■ ■■■■ "" June 1809. 

,ALLIGATOIl, 28. Built at Sandgate, 1786, Lengthofgun deck 120 ft. 6 in. keel 99 ft. 

Sin. breadth SSfr. 7^in. depth 11 ft. 'runs 599. 

^ William Affleck, February 179.S. C.ipinrtd, Le Sans Puer, 
Feenph pnv. Feb. 1793, and Le Prendiout, Freiicli pnv. 
Thomas Surridge, Oct. 1794- Captured, March 28, 1794, La 
Libcrifi, French pnv, 14 guns. 

Thomas Affli ck, January 1795g 
George Boneii, Fehniary 180(L 

Philip Bearer, May i802- Present at rapture of Ilippomenes, 
Dutch corv,ptle. Sept. 27,,1803, of 18 guns, in coiupuny with 
Centaur, Cliicliestei, Hornet, Heureux, und Netley. vol. x. 
if. .501.* 

Charles Richardson, May 1804. Present at capture of Proser- 
^rine. Dutch tngate, £2 uiins, and Pyludes, Dutch corvette, 

. 18 guns, 6 th Mey, 1804. in company with Ceiitaiir, Pandour, 

Serapis, Hippoiiieiics, Diake, and Guacliapiii. vol, xii. p. 80. 

Sold ill 1814. Hugh Figoi, May 1806 

A^I.VDNE, 20 . Built at Chatham, 1776. Length of gnn-deck 108 ft. 6 in. keel 89 ft. 

8111 . breadth 30tt 1 ip depth 9 (r. 8 in. Tons 432. 

Thomas Revell Shivers, ■ ■- ■ 1793. ** 

Charles Willii^m Pa'crson, — ■ ■ • 1794. 

Robert Qaiiihier Middleton, . . - ■ J79.5. vol. xxvii. p. .34. 

Robert Plampiii, —— 179-5. Captured, 1795, four French t • 
privateers. Sec .Agimieiiinnn. 

Henry Leduberd Ball, March 1796. • 

Jainei Bradley, Apyl 1797. • 

Patrick ranipbetl, August I 8 OO. 

Charles EIpbinstone, November 1803. 

Hon. Edward Kmg, July 1804. 

Arthur Fafqiihar, Mtjy 1806. Ca'ptnred, Feb. 19, 1807, La 
Chasseur, French pnv. S guns, S 6 men. vol xvii. p. 237. Cap> 
lured, Jan. 7, 1808, in ,company with Ringdove,, Lb' Trente 
and Quarante, French priv. 16 guns, 66 men. vol. xix. p. 79. 
Capture^, Jan. 8 ,* 1808, in company with Ringdove and 
Sappho, L'l^le, French priv. 16 guns, 56 men. vol. xir. p.80. 
Captured, 29tli May, 1808, Danish priv. Kjokke, 6 guns, 50 
^ men. vol. xix. p. 510. Captnrqd, Oct. 4, 1808, Danish pnv. 

• ^id ICl i. llmvnesen, 4 guns, 20 mmi. vol. xx, p, Si9. 

ARIADNE, (2i]), 20. Building at King’s Yard, Milford. 



'ArPENSlX. 

•- 

hACORN, SO. Bulk at Bi^deArd, 1808, at'Crockei'tYard. 

. Robert Clepj^aBe, A prik 1808. Captured, Juljr S8, 1809#.>thre.e* 

gan>boata. toI. ]^iu. p. fS. ’ * 

George Miller Bligh, March 181X.*' 

Joseph Prior, March 18)4. 


ACHATES, 18. Bulk 180 b! * 

, , Hugh Cameron, February 1808. * • • 

Thomas Pinto, February 1809. Present at the capture of the 
Nisus, French ^piKite, 13th Dec. 1809, iv company with 

Wnrked Jnn. 1810, Thetis, Pultnck, Bacchus, and Attentive, vul. xsiii. p. lOB. 
in West Indies. Lost in West Indies 1810. vol. xsy. p. S2S. 

ACH.ATES, (9d), 18, ^.) Tfiken by the Naiad, fJetober 1811. 

(Fuiiuvr u<)^iic Mil&n.) uaac Hawkins Morrison^ May f6l3. Present at capture of . 

Trave, French fygate, 44 guns, 340 iflen. See Andromache, 

• vol. XXX. |x>488s Present at capture ul La Clorpide, French 

Irigate, 44 gnn<, 4^0 men. in coinpany *with Eurutas and 
Dryad, Mardi 18n.*Tui. xxxi.>|^ 183uud^55. 

'Viomas L. P. Langhurne, June 18t4. 

AL^ATEO^S, 18. Built at Ross’syarA, Chatham, 1796. 

George Scott, January 1796. Captured, ]4ih Not. 1797, " 
L’Eiuouclu'l, Frencli priv. 8 guns. Caplurcsi, 8lli Sept. 1797, 

• the Brave, Dutch priv. 12 guns. 

Charles Adams, July 1798. * • 

* William Waller, Nov. 1800. Captured, Not. 12,1 BOO, L’Adcle, 

French priv. 12 guns, 60 men. Mar^h 28. 1801, captured^ 
La Gloire. French priT. 10 gvis.'voi. vi. p. 322 gnd 339. ' 

James Giles VaiAon, ^arch 1802. 

Cliaries Malcolm, April 1802. , • 

H. Balt, ^ - 1803. , 

J,ord George Stuart, »■ - 1804# 

John Doer, December 1805. 

Broken up in 1810. James Mursay Gordon, January 180#. , 


ARAB, 18, (F.) Taken by Cerberus and Santa Alargatita, March 29, 1793. * ^ 
(Former name Jean Bart.) ’ ^ 

Wrecked June 1796, on ? Stephen Seymour, 1795., Wrecked June 1796, tol. 

French coast. J xxviii. p. 4. 


ARAB, (2d), 22, (F.) Purchased in 1798. 

Peter Spicer, November 1791. 

Hon. Thomas Biadcii Capel, February 1799. 

John Perkins, January 1801. vol. v. p. o28. 

’ * Hubert Fanslmw, September 1802. 

Lord Cochrane, October 1803. ^ 

Sold in 180,5, Keith Maxwell, Dei,ember*l804. vol. xxv, p^88. 

ARAB, (3d), 18. Built in 1812. 

Joiiii Wilson. September 1812. 

* Henry Jane Handley, July 1813. Captured An\pricaii privateer 

'Industry, 5 guiiii^ 26 lucp, 3<i Nov. 1813. vol. xxxi. p. 68. 


.ATAL.ANTA, 14. Built at Sheernew* 1775. Length of pun-deck 96ft. 7 in. k<^ 
Broke up III 1802. 7^ft.l0iii. breadth 26fi. 9 in. depth*!dp. 10 in. Tods 300. 

ATALANTEj (2d), 18, (F.) Taken by'the PhoEbe, January 179f. 

• DigbyDeiit, June 1798. 

* Arnelmjoliu Gridiths. December 1798. Capturfd, December 4, 

1800, JLeSueciil, French griv. 6 guns, 48 men. vol, iii. |^227. 
Optiired, 4lh April, 1801, in company with Viper, Is Heros, 
French priv. 14 puns, and 73 men. vol v. p. S30. Captured, 
in pompany with Unicorn, L’Evcillc,^French’ priv. 2 guns, vi^ 
vi. pi, 237. Captured, in company with Boadicca, 2(Mb Fcd. . 

^ 1799, Le Milan, French priv. 14 guns. • 

Bruken up in 1806. John MascHeld, May 1812. vol. xi. p. 60. 



• . AVKMDlK. 

• 

ATALANTE, (3d), 18. Built at Bermnda 1807. • -4^ 

^ .Wrecked Nor, 1813, Frederick jAickey, April 1807. Xaptured, l^th Dec. 1819, 
off ^«w London. . Ikmerietia prfv.^^hp, eroi. xzii, p. ,83. ■ Loa Nov. I8l3. 

volt xixi. ^ SO. f 

AVON, 18. Built in 1804. * f 

Francis Jackson Snell, March 1808. 

* _ . Stewart, March 1606. 

* * ' Newton de Starck, Majr 1806. » 

Henry Tellirux Frazer, Feb. IBlO. vol, xxxi. p. 511. xxv. 210, 
George Bose SarAris'S, August l8lS. 

Bunk in action with Hon. James Arbutbnot, Juty 18}4. Snnk by American S. W. 
Amer. S. W. Wasp, Wasp, tst Sept. 1814. toI, xxxij. p. 243. 

1 Sept. 1814. «. . * 

ALECTO, 14, Are'Sliip. *Bailt A; Dover 1781. Length of gun-deck 108 0.9 hi. 

keel 90 ft. 6|in. Jireadtb 7| in. depth 9 ft. Tuus 423. 

" , John Alien, Jaly 1796. * ' 

Hon. Thomas Bladen Capel, January 1799. 

. Henry Garrett, /(^ril 1)99. 

- Elliott, June 1799. • 

Lenox l^uiupson, July-1798. 

Christopher Basset ^ones, October 1799. * 

Peter Turner Boverj^May 1800. 

* Robert O’Brien, September 1800. ^ 

Suld in 1803» ■■ Catlicart, September 1801. ' 


ALLIANCE, 20. Dutch. Taken by Stag, August 1795. 

• * • William Ciiniiniiiz,^nne 1796. 

• Henry ♦lealhcoie, August 1797. 

John Bnkf'r Hay.iMurrh 1798. 

• « Diivitl Wibiiat, April 1799. vol.ii. p. 167 iiiid 172. 

Sold in 1801. Juliii Mullit;rsh, February 180(K 

4 * 

L’AMARANTIIE, 16, (F.) Tul.cn by Diarooinds December 1796. 

, FAiiicis Vesoy, December ,1797. Captured, in company with 

\ Surprise, November 1798, the Peine Franemse, Frenclt priv. 

• j guns,' C^tured, Feb. 1799, Le Veugpur, FreiiclLpriv. 6 

Wrecked of Florida, puns, 60 mm. vol. ii. p. 243. 

Sept* 1799. , J.dilake, — - — 1799.* Wrecked off Florida, Sept. 1799. 

AMARANTHE, (2d), 28, Dutch, Taken from the Dutch by Admiral Alilcheil, 1799, 
(Formerly Venus.) iniheTexcl. 

Charles Worley Boys, March 1803. 

• Edward Pclhuia Bieiiton, January 1805. Deitrojed, December 

14, 1808, in compnnp with CVee, Stork, Express, Epervier, 
« Moriie Furiuiife, French brig nnd sclioouer. vol. xxi. p. 16o. 

George I'liiigje, ■- . ■ 1811. 

Ricliurd Augustus Yates, July 1814. 

ARGUS, 16, (F.) French privatci-r. Purchased by government in 1799 : taken by 
Pumonc. ' . • 

•' lion. Edaard KinZ(^Jun( 1803. , 

F.dwafd KitHie, May 181)4, 
jHiuesSiHort, Oc(o(iei*18U6. 

*%ulil in 1810. Joseph Bull, April 1810. 

• « • 

ARGUS, (2d), 18. * Built iu 1813. * 


L’ALERT, 14, (F.) Tukep by Victory at Toulon, DecenAer 1793. Length of gun* 
• deck HOft. brcadtb^24 Of depth l2fl. Tons 180. 

Buret at ih6 evarua- William Edge, September 179A Burnt at the evacuation of 
tionol'Toulun, 1796. Toulon, vol. ii. p. 891 and S96. v t 

^LERT, (2d>, 18. Built in 1793. , 

Takeii*hy L’Unitd, Charles Smyth, . . 1793* Taken 1794, by L'Uoit4, French 

^Vench frigate, May frigate. , • , ‘ 

1794. 



APPENDIX. 


(Sd), 16. 


Taken by American 
frigate Essex IBUB. 


Built ill 1708. . • 

LenAx Thomson. October 1799. 

Donald Hogb ^ackwp'Jhne fIMIAr 
James Jolinstoiie, Jul^ 1804. \ 

' Robert Williams, October 1605. 

Alexander Rennie, March 1809. 

Oeorg&Tniitope, November 1810. 

T. L. P. Lanebonie, February 1819, taken^ by Aitierican frigat* 
Essex, tSl!(. Court martial, vol. xxviiu'p. .'iOS. * * 


ALERT, (4th), 18. Built in 1813. 


ouilt m 1813. ^ • 

Joseph GoUtcn Garland, October 1813. 


ALBICORE. 16. 


Built at Randall’s Yard, Rotberbithe, 179S. 

Gborge Parker,* 1794?^ 

• Edward Fellowes, June 17£)5. * 

• George Eyre, Juiiua^ 1796. ^ 

• Robert Wintliyrp, i796. Captured, L'Atbenifii, French 

corvette, 14 guns, 1796. * 

Sainncl Peter l^orster, web. 1797. . Paptured,, Sept. 1797, ib€ 
Nantuise, French priv. 3 guns. Captuied, Oct.* 1797, 9 
I'rencli priv. 9 guns each. • 

, Thomas W hiie« November 1798. 

John Chilcutt, October 1799. Captured, Spaftisli priv. Jun, iT99jr* 
vol. ii. p. 347. • • t 

• nia|or Jacob Henniker, September 1804. Destroyed five French 
luggers, Oct. 4. vol sx. p. SSO. * * 

Broke up in 1806. John Burn, February 1806, ^ 

ALBiCORE, (3d), 18. Built at Ililhouse’s Yard, Brist^, in 180^. 

Henry TlioiuaJ Davies, September 1811. 

Theobald Junes, .4ugus( 1814. ^ 

ARROW, 18. Built in 1796, will a sliding keel. ■* 

Niiiliaiiiel Purtlock,' :^foveInbcr 1796. Captured, Sept. 9, 1799, 
in company *with Wuolverine, the De ilraak, Duii-h frigate, 
S4 guns, 1%0 men, and flie Gier, Dutcli brig, 14 guns, 80 
tiien, and Dolfyn, Dutch ccifvi'lief Sept. 1799, in company 

* with Woolvcnue. vol. ii^p. ?&. Present at the destruction ol^ 

the D.inish fte^t at Coj^Oiageii, April 3, IBOl. See Ardent, 
vol. V. p. 353. * , 

William Uultoii, January 1800. 

Taken Feb. 1805, by Richard Budd Vinrent, May 1802 . Taken by I-’flortanse and 
S French I'rigatrs. IncurrupUble, French irigates, Feb. 3,180.5. vul. xin p. ^!22' 
and 381. xvii. 281. 273. . 


JkRROW, (8d), schooner, 12. Built ii/King's Yard, Deptford, 1805. ^ 

Lieutenant Knight, ■ . .* 1811. 

Lieutenant Timothy Scriveil, -. 1812. vol. xxix. p, 171. 

XXX. 261. * , 

.• Lieutenant I. G. Aipin,——— 1813. * 

AVENGER, 165 (F.) Taken in 1794, by Boyne, squadron West Indies. 

J'anRs Milne, Februa^ 1794. vol. xvi. p. 30. ^ 

■ ■ ■ Gritlithsj November 1794. 

AVrecked 1803, off Fiancis J.nksou Sftell, September 1803. Wrecked 1803, off ibe^, 
the Weser. W^ser. Court martial, vol. ^xi. p. 76. • , 

AVENGER, (td). 16. Purchased 1804. ’ 

* Thomas White. June 1804. 

Wrecked 18^2, off St. Utr/Johiistoi^e, November 1810. Wrecked off S(. John's, New'- 
John's, Newfoundland. foundl^),d, 1812.* ^ , 

APELLES, 18. Buil^in 1808. * 

Thomas Oliver, September 1808. Captured, * Oct. 1810, Ijc^ 
Somilimbule, French priv. 18 guns, 56 tocn.. vol. xxiv. 436.* 
Taken and retaken, Frederick ^offuian, Deoember 1810. Run on shore near Buu*« 
«nd rJ^commisstoned logne, and’tBkeo, 1812. Retuken by Bermuda, 
under the same name. 





Frederick Rmaldo Clttai|pa Ftiipp<i, Maj 4| 1813.*- 

MIS, tlii^red. Feb. {3, 1813. Le 
B^enVer. Fneqchfrie, i4|iqn« SI di«d« rot. ixix. p. 348. 
Alexander M'Vicar, March inSi ^ 

AIX)NZO, Id. Furchated 1801. • • 

Robert Cathcart, June 1801. 

W.H.Faiknor. Mai tWt 
John Impej, Notrember 1603. 

James Watson, Ao^iA 1804. 

Cutliberl Feaiherstane Dei;, Defeember 1807. 

W. B Hiinti June 1808. r , 

William Kn^ht, February 1808. ‘ 

FMword Barker^ April 1809. < 

.James Veitcli, Koveniber 1810. 

. ‘ ^ ' John Baiij, SepteiqbnJlSl^ 

ABUifD4I|CE,-f0. Bmkinl7?9. .• , 

' W. Pficc, Master, — -- 1800. 

* Josiat Oke, Master, 1806. • 

ARACITNC, 18. ppilt 1809. Length of gun dtck, 100 ft. 2 in. keel 77 ft. S^m. 
breadth SO ft 7 in. ‘depth 13 ft. Tons S8(>. 

* ‘ Samuel Cfiambers,1811. 

* 4 Chorles Hope Watson, Septenilier 1813, ' 

* Robert Jatnes Gordon, —*-.—*1813, 

, William M. Godfrey. July 1814. 

in** 

ARIEL, 16. • Built at uVeri&oIan 1781. Length of gun>derk 98ft 1 in. Vp 41 80 ft. Sin 
Broke up in 1803. bteadth £7 ft. iQi. de^ih lift. 4iii. Ions 319. 

ARIEL, (2d), 18. Built at Palmer’s Yard, Yurmpulb-iii 180b. 

J hpmflu Olieir, Aliitch 1806. 

i “ - While, JiilylSlO. 

^ Danel Ross, 1810. , 

L’Aibi'lF, 16, (F) * Tal,#nsl794,.hy the Iphigetua, ns West Indies 

laundered off Ber John HaiVcy, y ■ —■ 1794. Foundered otF Bermuda, Not.36, 

iDttda, Nov. Sti, 1791. i;94 . 

BCHERON* 1^- Pu'diased in 1803. 

( r Arthur Farquliar, Jannars 1804, Taken Fthrnary 3, 1805, by 

Taken Feb. 1805, by llie liicurmplible and Horteuse, FhiicIi ingales. Tul. llii, 

2 ^iVench frigates. p. 33Jand3Bl. , 

ALACRI1Y, 18. Built at Row'sYaid, Newcastle, 1806. , 

* Riliiani Crott, March 1807. 

Nisbet Palmer, December 1807. Captured, Dec. 14, 1807, the 
Friediuud, Fren h priv. 18 guns, 43 nien. voLisiii. p..^Ol. 
’Tajfen May 1811, ly lakeii by L’Abeille, Ffenqb corvette, M**! 26,1811. vol xxt. • 
L’Abctlle,F. corvette, p .5U4. Court martiri. vol. iixi. p, 48t^ 

AUTUMN, 16t' Purchased in 1801. ,i • 

W’lllmm Richardson, June 1801. 

Samuel Jackson, Mas AOS. 

*** ^ 14)0100$ Searle, October 1804. 

Corbet Jamds D'Anverme, Sept. 18 lO. 

Nanle afterwards changed tu Strumbalo. See Stiombido. 

ASP, tl.‘ Sa1diDl814. 


'P'o be contmbed.} 


s 
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V. • , 

HISTORICAL ACCOUNTVOF THE BRITISIT^AVI 

FHOl^ 17^3 TO Tits END OF 1814 * 

[The references of vol. &d page are tlTche ^^Lahal ^iftomdej 


ARTEIy 16. Built at Liverpedlin 178i. Lcpgth of Rvm-deek, 98flf Ijn. ateli Wftj 
Broken up lu 1802. 3 in. breadtlv, S7 lin. deptb»^lStt. 410^ toiu, 319» ■ 

ANACREON, Id. (F.) • Taken in 1799 by Champion. 

Broken up in 1808. Lieutenant G. Alien, -S- 1800. 

ANACREON, (8d], 18. Builcin 1^5, BtiSulton’s Yard, Riugtnore. 

James Agastic, — — 1805. • * 

Supposed tubedost. John Davies, June 18lS. 

ANNE,J22 Purthostd in 1798. * 

Broken up in 1809. George Augastus Delanoe, July 1798. vol. vii. p. 180. 

L’ARROGANTE, 14, (F.) PurchaseiLin f798. Taken bfr JuoS, 179& 

Broken up in 1808. * ^ * * 

L’AUDACIEUX, 14, (F.) Furchased in 1748. Taken by Magiymime. • 

Broken up in 1802. ^ ^ 

AMBOVNA, 10. (Dntrli.) Taken in 1796, by Admira^Raimer’s squadron. 

(Former name Haerlein.) lieutenadtT. Pulbam, ■ 1798. 

Broken up in 1H08. • • * 

ATTACK, 12. Pntchaied in 1794. 

Sold in 1802. * Lteutenont James, 

ATETACK, (2d), 12. Budt m 1804. • - ' 

Lieatenant Tbomas Swaine. Captored, Janlary l806i in 
pany with Growler, Le VoUigeur, French priv. 14 guns, 70 
men. vol. xv. p. 245. 

Lieutenant R. W. Siiiimends, July 1812. vol. xxviii. p. 77. 
Taken in 1812 by Danish Taken by Danish gun-boats, 1812. vol. xsviii, p. 248. Cuort 
» • gun-boats. uisntial. vid. xKvut. p. 434* 

ADONIS, If. BuJt at Berninda 1805. 

Sold in 1814. 

ASSAVI.T, 12. Built in 1794. a 

Broken up in 1809. , Lieutenant G. A. Orton. 

ARUNDEL, fo. Purehased-- 

Sold in 1810, * * 


1789. Tljcen by Jm VindemaiNf 


ARGUS, Legger, 8. Purchased in 
Taken by French priv. Lieutenant Cla», —— 

La Vindemaire, 1799. Brenth privateer, 1799. 

ALPUEA, 12. Budt at Bermuda in 1807. • 

* ^ Lieutenant ^iliiam Gibbons, Augnst 1808. Court nsMilL 

ful. xxvit.41.250. , 

Blown up in#etiaa laeutenajit T. W.»Jones, —g —• 1812. Blown sp in ycBlNr 
Sept. 1814. willfLe Renard, French priv. Sept. 1814. vol. xxu. 

ALGERINE, 10. Built m 1810. . • 

laeutdnant Blow, July 8811. vok zzvi, p, 894. 

llTlitKTENNB, 14, (F.) Taken by AtbUon m 1793. 

B^en up in 1802. 


Vel.XXXIX.>. 
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AITk* hired Brig. 

♦ ' 


A^bSRff hired Cotter* UiMitenant ^^DcDgaP* Maj 1809. vtd, ixi. p-Slf. Dettrojed* 
‘in company with Patriot/ 8 French pHrateen, June 1809. 
eellxii. p. 79. * 

Lientrnant Riehard Yonng* May 1799. Capturird, L’Aitnable 
Theresa, PreuGh prie. 4 pnni, 77 tnen, May 26. 1799, vol. ii. 
Jiu244. Captured, Nw. 25,1^99, Le Petit Diatile, French 
• ' ' ptir, *ol. hi. p. 224 . T^eaent a) capture of IaiDeiirfe, French 

frifi. 44 kui», fidv 8, 1800. See Andromeda, vul.ir. p. 72. 

ANN, hired Brig. Lientenani !, M'Kenaie. l^ecember 1807. toI. wiii, p, 5i0. 

ARISTOCRAT, hired armed Brig. Lieut'-nant Grnsseit. March 1796. 

Lieutenant lijl^ch. Wray, J>il^imr}i 1800. Caotiired, L’Aventnre, 
FreiKh pnv. 14 euna, 42 men. Janunrv 1, 180(). vol, hi. p. 30S. 
' • JLieotenaiii C. J. D’Aiivernne, January 1800 Captiirjd, French 

gun vessel, Feh.l9, 1800. vol. iii.*p.Sl7. 

ACTIVE, hhed Cntter. Taken and re-lakeiirby Lady Ann, hired brig, May 16,1801* 
' val.T, p.627. , , 

AIMWELL, 12. Built in 1794. 

Sold 1810. Lieutenant W. Keuneer, . 1798. 

...4PD£K| 16. Built in 1794. ** ' 

Lieu'enant J. Joyce, 

* ri ti#_j 


Wrecked on Fi!''i)ch 
'coast, Dec. 1806. 


... 1798. 

G. Wood. January IBOi. 
Molyneux Sbuldliaiu, 


1806. Wrecked m» 


French coa.«t, 9ih December, 1806. Court martial, vol, ixxi, 

jiDDER, (2d), 12. Built at^Fopsham iBls] at'Avhs’s Yard. 

James Montague, |tine l‘ei4. ^ 

AFFRONTEUR Logg‘‘r, 12. Taken by Doris, May 1803. 

Broken op iu 1806. r / 

ALBAN, 10. Built at Bermuda in 1807. ' . 

Lieu^nant Weir, November 1807. 

■ S- Tfiuiuas, Mav IflTo. Present at the destruction of 
Tekfti 1^ Danish gun* Denish 4 jun boats in company with Princess of W'ales and 

‘uoats. May 1810. Raleigh, trSd May, 1810. vol. xziii. p.5l5.' 

ALBAN, (2d), 10. BoiltOn 1810. 

lost at Aldboruugh, l8t0. Lientenant W. S. Kay. Last near Aldboroogh 1810. 

AIRAN, (Sd), 14. American. Taken bv Barbadoes, August 22, 1812. 

Clormeriy James Mayson Wright, October 1813. 

jMsdispu.) David Diyd, January 1815. 

ACTIVE, hired Cntter, 10. LieiHenant J. Hamibun, . . 1800. 

. ' ’ Lieutenant J. Williams, February 1804. Captured La Jeune 

TiiEen by French priv. Isabelle, French ship, 1804. vol. li. p. 251. 
in 1800. 

ARCHER, 12. Built in 1801. 

Lieutenant J. Sherriff, June 1801. Captured, Frepch priv. ves* * 
^ s(l, No. 432, 2 guns, 31 men, Jan, 1804. vol xi. p. 154. 

Lientciiaiit Price, Jilly 1804. Captured, ^wo French gnn- 
vesseji. No. 44 and h guns each, 27 men, Apnl 1805. 
'N.f I ^ vol. xiii. p, 413. ^ 

' . Lfeiitenanti. Smith, Tunc 1809. . 

'■ ^ , ‘ William Slaughter, December 1812, * 

A^TE, It. Bnilt.in 4794. 

Broken up in 1809. Lieutenant Seaver, !(798. ' ' 

ADCySTOSw. 12. Boitr in 1794. r * o - , 

WrcckedunPlyniouilt, Lieutenant T. Foley, .i.*. — 1796. Wr/cked in Plymouth 
July 1801. . Sound, July 7, 1801. vol. vi. p. 79. 

AlfiANAISE, 12, (F.) i-Taken in 1790. ‘ 

Carried into Malaga Francis Newcombe, ■ — .■■■■■ J800. parried into Malagd by^ 
Vymotioeers, Nov, mutioeers, 2 j|iii Nov, 1800* ■ Court mrtiil. n»L vi, n, 248,*^ 
taxA i ^ ' 



ATTENTIVEi is; Botin 1803. i 


irrcsoitf| 


I • 


ot in 1803. 1 

Lieutmnt Robert Csrr* August lODr. CsptvrM Tow<)t)ott. pii< 

. «* vaieer, Almost 1807. Tol.xriii. p.3S7. Captured,OotobttH 

1W7, Spunisb prifutAfr, Nuestra Senora dcI CarraFn, tguns, 
63 mrn. vol. xix. p. 169. Cuptortd, io eein(iny wtsii Thetis, 

. • Ptilinck, BMichus, and Achates, Le Nasos, corvette, 

Broken up in 18l6. Dei. 13, 1809. vo^xxiii. p. 166. 

AGGRESSOR, 1». BidliinlSOI. * *• 

Lieutenant G. Ha.ves, ——- 1803, • 

AKT, 6. Purchased in Tr^B. / ^ 

.Sold in 1814. ^ Lieutenant M.B. Alt,-j—1898. 

ADMIRAL MITCHELL, 10. Hired. Lieutenant Alex, Sfflfpard, ——. 

vol. X. p. |!98* , * » ^ ^, 

ADVICE. 14. Built in 1793. ^ v** • *'' 

Lost in the Ba 3 f of Hou- Lieutenaut E 'TyirBl, —— 1793. Lost in the Bej of Hon* 
diiras,l793. , duras in 1793. 

ADVICE, (2d), 10. Hired. LieutenaW Salter, - - 1804. Lost in West ladies,. 

• 1804. vuC xii. p, 239. • 


1803. 


ANTEIi)PE, 10. llirtd. • ' . * 

ASSIS'^ANT, B. Purchased in 1791. Lieutenant P. B. Cowe,—‘— lf96. 

anaconda, 18. Aniencan. Taken July 11,1814, by Sceptre. 

George Augustus Wrttphall, .. I4il4< 

ALEXANDER. 6. Purchased in i/9<r—Broken up intl802. 

AKERS. 1^. Purchased in 1794.—Broken up in 1802. 

AMITY, 10. Purchased in 179^ , 

Broken op m 1802. Lieoitnairt J. Hulfhiii, —— 1798. 

ANN and'TERESA, 10. PutchaseA,^n 1794. 

ANTIGUA, 16. • 


BRITANNIA, 100. Buit in 1762, at Portsroonlh. Length of gun-deck, 178 ft. keel,* 
14211. 2 m. breadth, 52 ft. depth, il it. 6 III. Tons, 2091. 

Adinirul Hothaui, 1 - 1793. Present at the dcsttuction ' 

Julm Huiluivay, > ol llie'loulon fleet, by'T4urd Hood, INI', 
1793. Set Victory. Prtsent ut the capture of the Ca>Ira, 8!),. 
and Censeur, 14, jilarcb 16> 1795, in company wiihf<.li)|)tpip, - 
Bedlord, Terrible, Agamemnon, Princess Koyab^iliisirioiis,, 
Cutirageox, Egmont, Windsor C.istle, Diadem, Si. George,' 
Vurliiiidt, Luwesuiir, Puulciie, Tarleton, luconstunt, Melei* > 
ger, Ruinoliis, and Fox, vol. xix. p.d64, ix. S5%, Present at 
capture of L'.-kIcide, 74, July 14, 179.A. vol, xix. p. 369. 
Admiral HoUmm, 7 . „ . . 

Si.llldhamPe«d,p!""“^V^»6• 

^ Aitmiial Sir Hyde Parker, ) „ 

Thomas Foley, ^ 5 

Admiral Charles Thompson,/ ^hruary l!f97/ Present at capture 
Tlion&s Foley, • ) of Salvador fli I Mundo, 112, 

!luiicf, 112, SdU Nieolns, 84, San Ysuiro, 74, Spaiual) tbipf, < 
Feb. 16, l7Sj7. See Victory, vol. iv. p. S& 

F.dvftrd Marshv June 1797. * , 

EarkofNculbesk.’kTuy 1803. •. • ■ ’ 

\ Xhomav Georee Sliortlund, (pro tern.) May 1804. 

Admiral Lord Nurthesk, 7 June 1804. Present at tlieeaptim of* 
CharleiuBullen, y 20 sail of tRe line, off Trafalgar,* 

Name changed to Get. 21, 1805. See Victory, vol. xiv. p. 4X0. 

St, ^rge. See St. Geore; , 

BRITANNIA, (8d), 120. Buiiduig in King’* Yard, ^ly month. 





: 1794.* 


of Le 


AWErfni*. • e 

^ , I » 

BARILEURt 9B. Built ut Chvl^ra LenjfUi aC |;uB-Bedt, 177 A. 8 

. i4^l! breudifa, jSOif. Bin. depj1i,>if^> Tutis, 1947. 

Admiral u. Bowser, > MarcV 1/94. Bre*eiit »t |apiure off 
Culhbert Cullingwgodf 5 *‘'1 ttys iaiei oa lit Juitei 1794 n.' 

. See Queen Charlotte, vol.i. p. 21. 

Xdinirai Gaorge Keith Elpbinatoue, ? . 

John Elphinstone, “ J ■ 

Admiral Waldegrav^ J „ . 

James Richard Dacres; vS?5. 

James Richard Dacres, June 1795. Present at capture 
Tigr«i BO, (prinidable, 74,*,AI 'xan(fer,74, bj Lord Bridport* 
S5d Jnne, 1795. See Royal George, vol.i. p. 290; xv. 7. 
^Adnural Walde^ravCf ? November 1795. Captured,%liM«n9i* 
'James Richard Dacresg $ 1796, in company with Euniunt, the 

Sardine, French cJrveTte, 29 guns, Nemesis, 28, and Fustillon, 
French corvette, /Present at capture of 4 sail of the line, l>ltb 
Fob# 1797. See victory, vol. iv, p.56 ; s*vi. £77. 

, George Hopewell Stephens, November 1799. 

’ Admiral C. Cullingwood, ) , „„ 

George Hopewell Stephens, 

Adpnral Cuilingwood, 

Jfohtt Aciiworth Omnnneyk 


John Irwin, 


ieoi„ 


October 1800. 


George Martin, November 1801. Present at the capture of St. 
Rafael, 84, and £1 Firm4,74, July £3, 1805. See Prince 
ofW^les, Vol. siv. 16S ; i//ii. 107. 

Sir Robert Barlow, Octuber^l805. , 

Pbiltft Charles Durham, December 1805. 

Donald M'LeoS, February 18l)8. 

Sir Edward Ber^, September 18lf. 

John Maitland, December 1813. vol. xsx. p. 437. 

BQYNE.98. BiiiUiQi790. 

William Albany Otwgy, lApril 1793. Captured the Guidelieu. 

^ ' French priv. 1793. vol. i. p, 430. * ' 

' Admiral Sir J. Jervis, 7 November 1793. Burnt at Spilliead> 

George Grej, S May 1,179.5. vol. xv. p. 260; x. 464. 


BOYNE, (td), 98. 

r 


Built at King’s Yard, Portsmouth, 1810, vuLxxiv. p.7]. 

George Butlton, March 1813. vol. xxxi. p. 349. Present at the 
capture of Brilliant, 74 a 74 in framci Coureu|, 16 guns,- 
Renard, 14, End^mion, *14, Sphii/x, 18. at Genoa, April 18, 
1814. Rm AmenoS 9nd Caledonia, vol. xxxi. p^03. 
Frsdetkk Lewis Maitland, November 1814^ • 


[To be C4ufiaued.| 








